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Reading Response Forms Grades 3-4









	Student’s Name: _________________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: ________














	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Story Content

	• Demonstrates a limited understanding of story content

	• Demonstrates a basic understanding of story content

	• Demonstrates a good understanding of story content

	• Demonstrates a thorough understanding of story content




	 

	• Requires teacher intervention

	• Requires some teacher intervention

	• Requires minimal teacher intervention

	• Requires no teacher intervention




	Response to the Text

	• Expresses responses to the text with limited effectiveness

	• Expresses responses to the text with some effectiveness

	• Expresses responses to the text with appropriate skills

	• Expresses thorough and complete responses to the text




	Analysis and Application of Key Concepts

	• Interprets and applies various concepts in the text with few unrelated details

	• Interprets and applies various concepts in the text with some details

	• Interprets and applies various concepts in the text with appropriate details

	• Effectively interprets and applies various concepts in the text with consistent, clear and effective details








	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.







	Introduction
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	Our Reading Response Forms allow the young readers to share their thinking about the literature they have heard or read themselves. Reading response also gives readers the opportunity to demonstrate their understanding of the materials. Responses can range from personal, which relates to present and past experiences and knowledge, to new learning. The variety of responses can be oral, written, dramatic, musical or visual.





How Is Our Resource Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS - READING RESPONSE FORMS

•   Teachers can use response forms to extend your student’s reading experience by offering a wide variety of activities. Early readers need to explore literature and recognize that stories are a beginning point for expanding their ideas and language.

•   Teachers can use our forms to assess student understanding and connections to previous learning.

•   The reader builds meaning from the text and applies any prior related knowledge.

•   The reader explores conventions and ideas about written materials. Reading response provides a reason to closely examine and reread written materials.

•   Students can complete activities on their own, freeing the teacher to work with small groups or conference individual readers.

•   Reading response provides for student choice and values individual opinions and experiences. They encourage connections between literature and real life.

Also provided are four Hands-On Activities, a word search and a crossword. The Assessment Rubric (page 4) is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to many of the activities in our resource. The Comprehension Quiz (page 53) can be used for either a follow-up review or assessment at the completion of the unit.

PICTURE CUES

Our resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
• Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
• Reproducible worksheets and activities





The Critical Thinking Skill Picture Cues are located at the bottom right of each work sheet.
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Teacher Guide

GETTING READY TO BEGIN:

•   Provide a wide selection of reading materials to accommodate reading levels and interest.

•   Keep folders of various Reading Response Forms available for student selection.

•   Model and demonstrate each form in a mini-lesson.

•   Share and discuss examples of completed forms from previous classes.

•   Make a Reading Response Form Folder for each child.

•   Develop a schedule for individual conferences and group activities.

•   Encourage students to select a variety of response forms.

MINI-LESSON FORMAT

•   Select a book for shared reading that reflects the skill focus of the Reading Response Form.

•   Use the supplied Overhead Transparencies to facilitate student understanding (or download the Overheads from our web site if you are using a computer projection system. See page 3 for download instructions).

•   Use a “Think and Talk Aloud” strategy as you model how to complete the form. Encourage student discussion and responses.

•   Use the mini-lesson to introduce and practice new Reading Response Forms.

•   After teaching and modeling several forms, students may proceed to work independently.

Reading response may take the form of:

Whole class response: Establish a whole class routine so that the students understand how to respond and what to respond to. Displaying the routine plan on a chart may be helpful.

Small group response: Use guided reading groups or literature circles for response opportunities.

Individual responses: Provide a class sharing time for individual response. Allow for enough time for students to proudly present their achievements. Display student work for other classes to see. Consider visiting other classes to share responses or sharing with reading buddies.



HELPING STUDENTS CHOOSE APPROPRIATE BOOKS:

•   Shared Reading: Teacher is reading text aloud to class. Text can be at any reading level. This is a great opportunity to select based on student interest, unusual topics, science or social studies related topics.

•   Guided Reading: Students within the group should be able to read with 90 - 95% accuracy rate. This text may be somewhat harder than at the independent level. Teacher will provide assistance as required.

•   Independent Reading: Help students to understand the “just right” concept. Books should be chosen at this level. The student should be able to read any page with not more than five reading mistakes. Some categories include:



	- Leveled books

	- Poetry books




	- Easy Readers

	- Picture books




	- Joke and Riddle books

	- How To books




	- Chapter books

	- Non-fiction





RUBRICS AND ASSESSMENT (PAGE 4 AND 53):

A rubric is an effective assessment tool for students and teachers. It provides a scoring scale which shows a set of performance criteria and descriptions of achievement of what a reading performance should look like at each point along the leveled continuum. By its format, a rubric can be used as a guide to assessing student performance.



STUDENT SELF-ASSESSMENT RUBRIC (PAGE 8):

•   Need to be explained fully to students and modeled for optimum effectiveness.

•   Assist students to evaluate their own thinking and personal learning.

•   Help students to think about their own performance and consider ways to improve and set goals for future performance.
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Individual Student Reading Log
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Student Self-Assessment Rubric
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Reading Response Forms Grades 3-4







	My Name: ____________________________________

	Grade: _______________





Put an X in the box that tells about you.

 

My Thinking








	 
	I try to be a good listener.



	 
	I ask for help when I need it.



	 
	I connect my ideas to the real world.



	 
	I know the tasks that I do well.



	 
	I know what I need to try harder on.






 

My Actions








	 
	I picked a book that was just right for me.



	 
	I was organized and ready to work.



	 
	My work was neatly done and colored.



	 
	I checked my work for mistakes.



	 
	I stayed working at my task.






 

Write a complete answer for each question.







	1.

	What did you enjoy learning the most? Why?




	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.

	What do you think you need to improve upon in your next task? Why?
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Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY: 6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analysing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

Our Reading Response Forms, therefore, are an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest, creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

 

 








	Vocabulary




	
ACTION WORDS

• bake • buzz • chew • climb • close • cook • frown • gallop • grab • hatch • laugh

• scream • scurry • shout • swim • swing • throw • walk





	 



	
CHARACTER WORDS

• alien • baby • bunny • dwarf • elephant • father • king • kitten • lion • mother

 • pirate • pony • prince • princess • puppy • queen • shark • turtle • witch • wizard




	 



	STORY WORDS

• action • characters • ending • setting • summary • title















	
Across:

1. climb

2. close

3. gallop

4. bake

5. swing

6. hatch

7. frown

8. scurry

9. walk

10. grab

11. throw

 

Down:

1. cook

2. shout

3. laugh

4. buzz

5. scream

6. chew

8. swim


	
Word Search Answers
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1. b)

2. d)

3. c)



4. c)



5. a)



6. d)



7. d)



8. a)





	 51 

	 52 

	 54 
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My name: 

Title of my book:

Author: 






Story Titles

A good title will give you some clues about the character and what the story is going to be.

Write the title of your story here 

What does the title tell you about the story?

 

Was this a good title for this story? Why? Why not?

 







	Draw and color a picture to show what the title of this story tells you.
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My name:

Title of my book: 

Author:
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Story Titles

A good title will give you some clues about the character and what the story is going to be.

Pretend that you have been asked to make up a new title for your story. What would it be? Write your new title on the line below.

 

Draw and color a picture to show what the new title will tell you. Be sure to include details about the characters and the setting.
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My name:  

Title of my book: 

Author:  





Picture Clues

Good pictures will give you some clues about the characters and what the story is about.

Look at the pictures on each page of your story.








	What clues do the pictures give you about the story?




	1.
	




	2.
	




	3.
	




	4.
	




	5.
	







Think about the pictures as you read the story. Did the pictures in this story help you to understand the story? Why or why not?









	Draw and color a copy of your favorite picture in this story.
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My name: 

Title of my book:

Author:

	
	[image: Images]





Describing Words

Words that name people, animals, places or things are called nouns.

Words that describe nouns are called adjectives.


Look in your story for nouns.

Find the adjectives that describe the nouns.



Complete the chart. Look at the example.

Write the nouns that you found.

Then write the adjectives from the story that describe those nouns.









	Adjectives

	Nouns – people, animals, places, things

	Adjectives

	Nouns – people, animals, places, things




	shaggy

	dog

	ghostly

	sky
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My name:  

Title of my book:  

Author: 





Story Words Alphabet

Look in your story and find one word that begins with each letter.

Write your words on the line beside the letter.








	a   

	b   




	c   

	d   




	e   

	f   




	g   

	h   




	i   

	j   




	k   

	l   




	m   

	n   




	o   

	p   




	q   

	r   




	s   

	t   




	u   

	v   




	w   

	x   




	y   

	z   







Did you find a word for each letter?
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My name:

Title of my book:

Author:
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Story Action Words

Verbs are words that tell us about the action in a story.

Strong verbs are words that give us a clear picture. Example: crashed Weak verbs are words that have been used too much. Example: hit

Look in your story for verbs. Print your words in the correct columns.







	Strong Verbs

	Weak Verbs
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My name: 

Title of my book: 

Author: 





Favorite Character

A character is the person, animal or thing in the story.

The main character is the most important person or animal.

Draw and color a picture to show how the characters looked in one part of the story. Use the main character and two more characters from this story in your drawing.

 

Write two good sentences to tell what your characters are doing in this picture.
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My name:

Title of my book:

Author:
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A New Classmate

The main character is the most important person or animal in your story.

Pretend that your main character has just moved to your school and will be in your class. Your teacher has asked you to introduce this character to the rest of the class.








	Write down six things you will tell the class about the new classmate.




	1.
	




	2.
	




	3.
	




	4.
	




	5.
	




	6.
	













	Draw and color a picture to show how your character looked on the first day in the new class.

	 





Write the name of the character here: 
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My name: 

Title of my book: 

Author: 





Put It All Together!

A summary tells what happened in the story.

Write what happened in the beginning, middle and end of the story.

Draw and color a picture to show each part.








	 

	My Sentences

	My Pictures




	Beginning

	 

	 




	Middle

	 

	 




	End
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My name:

Title of my book:

Author:
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The Main Idea

The main idea is what the story is about. What is the main idea of your story?

 

What happened in this story? Complete the chart by describing the main events in the order that they happened.








	1. First

	2. Then

	3. Next




	4. After that,

	5. And then,

	6. Finally





What is the most important event in this story? 

 

Why did you pick this event?
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My name: 

Title of my book: 

Author: 





Map of the Setting

The setting tells us where and when the story happens.

A map is a flat drawing showing a place.

Pick a part in your story. Tell the facts about this setting:

Where: 

When: 

Draw and color a map to show the setting.

The setting I have picked is: 








	A legend has pictures and words.
Make a legend that shows the things on your map.
	Legend
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My name:

Title of my book:

Author:
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Just the Facts!

Pretend you are a reporter who is collecting facts so you can write about this story. Fill in the outline to give “just the facts” about your story.

Characters: the people or animals in my story 

 

Setting: where and when the story takes place

Where: 

When: 








	Plot: What is the story about? What happens in this story?




	•
	




	•
	




	•
	




	•
	




	•
	




	•
	







Conclusion: How does the story end?  
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My name:

Title of my book:

Author:





My Character

Some words in your story will describe the main character. These words will tell you what the character looks like, how he/she acted and how they felt.

Write the name of the main character:

Write 4 describing words from the story under each heading on the chart.








	The main character looked

	The main character acted

	The main character felt




	 

	 

	 




	 

	 

	 




	 

	 

	 




	 

	 

	 





Most of the time the character looked  and acted  and felt 
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My name:

Title of my book:

Author:
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And Then ...


What happened at the very end of your story?







Think about what could happen next.

Write the next part of the story by answering these questions.

Remember to use full sentences.

•   Where might the characters go?

•   Who might they meet or see?

•   What might the characters say or do?

•   Why might they act this way?

•   How would you end this part of the story?

After this 
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My name:

Title of my book:

Author:





You are There!

Pretend that the main character in your story moves into the house right next to you. You want to be friends with the character.

Look in your story for an idea of something you and the character might like to do together.

What might the two of you like to do?

Draw and color a picture to show something that the two of you are doing.

 

Write a good sentence to tell what you and the character are doing.
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My name:

Title of my book:

Author:
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Share a Connection

Share your thoughts and ideas about your story.


Before you read the story, what did you think it was going to be about?

I thought 







What did this story make you think about or remember in your life?






I remember 







What do you think or wonder about in your story?

I wondered 
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My name:

Title of my book:

Author:





Alike or Different?

Characters in a story can be like us or can be very different.

Write the name of your main character:

Complete the chart to tell if your character is like you or different from you.








	About me

	Character alike

	Character different




	I am a girl/boy

	 

	 




	I live in a house with my family.

	 

	 




	I go to school

	 

	 




	I have friends to play with.

	 

	 




	I try to be a good friend and help others.

	 

	 




	I live in the present time.
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My name:

Title of my book:

Author:
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Going on a Trip!

The setting of a story tells us where and when a story takes place.

Where does your story happen?

When does your story happen? 

Draw and color a picture to show the setting of your story.

 

Tell why you would want to visit this place.
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My name:

Title of my book:

Author:





How Does It End?

Before you read:

Look at the title and cover of your book.

What do you think this story is about? 

 

How do you think it will end?

 

After you read:

How did this story end? 

 

Were you right? 

 







	Draw and color a picture to show the ending of this story.
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My name:

Title of my book:

Author:

	
	[image: Images]





Prove It!

Think of words to describe the main character.

Write 3 words that describe what the character is like.

Write a fact from the story that proves your answer.







	Words to describe the character

	Proof from the story




	1.

	 




	2.

	 




	3.

	 





Think about how the character behaved in this story.

Write 3 words that describe the character’s actions.

Write a fact from the story that proves your answer.







	Words to describe the character

	Proof from the story




	1.

	 




	2.

	 




	3.
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My name:

Title of my book:

Author:





Character Actions

A character behaves in a different way in different parts of the story.

Write down how the main character behaved at the beginning of this story.





Why do you think the character behaved this way?



Write down how the main character behaved in the middle of this story.





Why do you think the character behaved this way?



Write down how the main character behaved at the end of this story.





Why do you think the character behaved this way?









	
	[image: Images]













	[image: Images]



My name:

Title of my book:

Author:
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Why Did It Happen?

A cause is the reason something happens.

An effect is the thing that happens.

Look in your story and find 3 important events in your story.

Pick one from the beginning of the story; one from the middle of the story and

one from the end of the story.

Write these events in the Effect column.

Then write the reason it happened in the Cause column.







	Effect: the thing that happened

	Cause: the reason this happened




	1. beginning

	1. beginning




	2. middle

	2. middle




	3. end

	3. end
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My name:

Title of my book:

Author:





The Message


When an author uses a story to tell us an idea about life, we call this the message of the story.

The message in this story is

 

 



Draw and color a picture to show the message.

 

Write 2 good sentences to tell what is happening in your picture.
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My name:

Title of my book:

Author:
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Character Feelings

Pick a character from your story.

In the space beside each feeling, write about a time in the story when your character felt this way.

My character is 







	Feelings

	Example from my story




	excited

	 




	upset

	 




	unhappy

	 




	brave

	 




	afraid

	 




	pleased

	 





In this story, my character felt  most of the time.

I think this was because 
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My name:

Title of my book:

Author:





Character Report Card

Complete a report card to tell how the character behaved in this story. Use facts from the story.


Character Report Card








	Character’s picture:
	 
	E Excellent 
G Good

S Satisfactory

NI Needs Improvement





Character name: 

Grade:

Teacher’s name:








	Behavior

	Grade

	Comments




	Positive attitude

	 

	 




	Acted safely & carefully

	 

	 




	Helpful to others

	 

	 




	Pays attention

	 

	 




	Completes tasks

	 

	 




	Shows responsibility

	 

	 





Comments:

Signature:
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My name:

Title of my book:

Author:
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This Reader’s Opinion

Use information from the story and your own ideas to answer these questions. Remember to use full sentences.


1. What is your favorite part of the book? 

 

Why?



2. What do you think the author’s message is in this story? 

 

Explain why: 

 


3. Would you tell your friends or classmates to read this book? Why or why not?

 

 



4. Would you like to read another book by this author? Why or why not?
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My name:

Title of my book:

Author:





This Review’s for You!

Pretend you are writing a book review for a newspaper. You will need to:

1. Give information about your book.

2. Give your opinion about the story.

3. Rate your book so other readers can decide if they would read it.

Complete the sections with your ideas.


Bookshelf News

Reviewer:

Title of book:  Written by:  

Characters:

Setting: (where? when?)

Summary of the story:

 

 

 

I would recommend this book because: 

 










	My rating is:
	1. awesome
	2. good
	3. okay
	4. not so good
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My name:

Title of my book:

Author:
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Making the Top 10 List

Pretend you are the author of your book. You have been asked to appear on a TV show to tell why your book should be on the Top Ten List of favorite books.

Prepare what you are going to say to convince the host that your book should be on the list.


1. Characters: Tell who your characters are and why they are exciting, interesting, etc.

 

 

2. Setting and Plot: Tell some details about the setting and give some hints about the plot. (Don’t tell the whole story!)

 

 

3. Audience: Tell who you think will read and like your book. Tell why.

 

 

4. The future: Give a hint about a story (maybe a sequel) that you plan to write in the future.

 

 









	
	[image: Images]













	[image: Images]

	
	[image: Images]



My name:

Title of my book:

Author:





Time to Vote!

Your class is holding an election to decide on “Our Favorite Book”.


Design an election poster for your book. It will need:

1. the title of the book

2. a picture of the characters, the setting, or your favorite part.

3. a statement of why you think your book is the best.




Vote for  

Vote for  because 
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Title of my book:

Author:
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“CSP” Report

Write an evaluation report on the characters, setting and plot of your book. Answer the questions in full sentences.


Characters: Who are the characters?

Would you have picked the same characters? Why or why not?

 

 

Setting: What is the setting for this story?

 

Do you think this is the best setting? Why or why not?

 

 

Plot: Was the story interesting or exciting? Why or why not?

 

 

How would you have made the story more interesting?
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Title of my book:
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Predicting Story Outcomes

Look at the cover, the title and the first paragraph of the book you are going to read.

Look for clues that help you predict what will happen in this story.

Complete the chart using the clues you found. Tell what you think is going to happen.








	Where I looked

	Clues

	My predictions




	Title

	 

	 




	Cover of book

	 

	 




	First paragraph

	 

	 





Now read the book and see if your predictions were right.
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Set Designer

Pretend there is going to be a movie made about the story in your book.

You are going to be the set designer. You need to design a set for events from the beginning, the middle and the end of the story.

Pick one event from each of the three sections.

Draw and color the set for each one.









	 

	Beginning

	Middle

	End




	Event (what is happening)

	 

	 

	 




	Setting (where it happens)

	 

	 

	 




	My set design
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Story Quilt

Think about your favorite scenes in your book.

How could you use them to create a story quilt?

Draw and color a scene in each quilt block.








	Title:

	Author:

	Quilter:




	1.

	2.

	3.




	4.

	5.

	6.




	7.

	8.

	9.
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On the Air!

Pretend you are doing a live “on the air” interview with the author of your book.

Think about some questions you would like to ask.

Write questions for each heading:


Three questions about the author’s life.

Eg. “How long have you been writing?”

1.  

2.  

3.  




Three questions about the book you read.

Eg. “Why is your character a boy?”

1.  

2.  

3.  




Three questions that ask about future stories.

Eg “Will Jack have another mystery to solve?”

1.  

2.  

3.  
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Fast Fact Card

After you have read a non-fiction book, pick an interesting fact to share.

1. Fill in the information about the title, author and the fact you picked.

2. Illustrate your “fast fact”.

3. Cut along the outside edges. Fold your card in two, glue the edges together.







	
Draw and color a picture, a chart or a diagram to show your “Fast Fact”

 

This “Fast Fact Card” was created by



	
Fast Fact Card

Book Title: 

Author: 

Topic:

My fast fact: 
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Presto! Change-O!

Read a narrative poem. (one that tells a story)

Think about the characters, the setting and the plot.

Now rewrite the story using full sentences.


Start with a good opening sentence:

Eg. “Have you ever wondered ………….?” “Once upon a time ………..”

Title:
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Hands-on Activities

1. Retell the story using student-created stick puppets.


2. Scroll Story: Use a long narrow strip of paper. Draw pictures to retell the story. Write a caption or short sentence for each picture. At one end on the back of the sheet, write the title and the name of the book. Roll up the story and tie with yarn or string. Share with classmates and younger students.



3. “Poet Tree”: Have students illustrate their favorite (short) poem on 5” x 8” sized paper. Use pencil crayons and color lightly. Copy the poem on top of the picture. Then add darker colored details, not interfering with the print. Using a big tree shape as background, display students’ poems.


4. For non-fiction books: Assign a topic to a group and ask the students to each find one book on the topic. Make a chart display that has the title of the book and facts about the topic. A student may add his/her fact only if it does not appear on any other chart.



5. “Who Did It?” Have the children read stories in a specific genre such as fairy tales, nursery rhymes. Ask them to make up a “Who Did It?” riddle about the story. Eg “Which character had a magic mirror?” Post riddles for other students to try to answer.


6. Write a commercial for the book. Tape it for other students to hear.



7. Character Quiz: Play similar to 20 questions. The student who is “It” will answer “Yes” or “No” questions and keep the tally. This works best when at least 10 students have finished reading a book and all books are displayed at the time of the game. It helps narrow the choice for very young readers.
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Language Arts

8. Lost and Found: Have students identify some object that the main character uses or really needs. Pretend the character has lost the item. Ask the students to write an ad describing the item and asking for its return.


9. Making Headlines: Ask students to write a catchy headline for their book. Eg. “Local Village Flooded by Pasta” (Strega Nona). Provide a space below the headlines for students to record their guesses as to book title.



10. Now Hear This! : Retell the story using as many sound effects as possible.


11. A Reading Family Tree: Give students an outline similar to those used for recording the names of family members. Add a space for that person’s favorite book. Students can gather information (person’s name and favorite book title) and complete the report in class.



12. Senses Charts: Set up charts entitled “Sounds, Smells and Sights”. Let the students record ideas from their stories under the correct heading.


13. Feelings Charts: Set up charts entitled “Excited, Afraid, Sad, Embarrassed etc”. Let the students record ideas from their stories under the correct heading.



14. Book Categories: Set up charts entitled “Animal Stories, Adventure, Funny, Non-fiction etc”. Let the students record ideas from their stories under the correct heading.


15. Write a cinquain: Provide students with the formula for a cinquain. They could write about main characters, setting, plot.
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Visual Arts

1. Diorama: Paint (or use markers) the inside of an empty box to show the setting of the story. Cut figures and scenery from paper and glue into place using a tab folded back. Real materials (stones, toy figures) may be added.


2. Pop Up Card: Show students how to fold and cut to make a pop-up in a card. Decorate and write a message to the author, main character or to a friend. (to tell friend to read this book)



3. Mural: A good application for this is when doing an author study or series reading. The mural can be divided into sections that will show individual books written by the same author. Two or more students could work on the same section.


4. Stand Up Picture: Draw and color a scene from the story. Cut out around trees, buildings and other objects, but leave the base of each object attached to the sheet. Fold at the base so objects stand up.



5. Story Banner: Make a banner to show the title of the story, the author and the events or favorite people or parts.


6. Clothespin Characters: Get some plain wooden clothespins. Use paint or markers to draw on facial features. Decorate with fabric, yarn, ribbon, etc.



7. Character T-Shirt: Ask students to bring in an old t-shirt with front or back clear of writing or designs. Sketch a picture of the main character on the shirt. Color with acrylic paints.


8. “We’re on the Road to Visit ……”: Have students draw, color and label a map showing the setting (and its changes) throughout their story.
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Drama, Dance, Music

1. As a student reads the story aloud, classmates perform sound effects (as agreed upon before reading begins).


2. Musical Characters: Make up lists of characters for some categories: Fairy Tales, Storybook Animals, Mother Goose, Picture Book People. Assign each child a character’s name (eg. Hansel). Students sit on chairs arranged in a circle. When the teacher says “Mother Goose characters, away you go!”, all Mother Goose characters will jump up and run to find a new seat. In the meantime, the teacher has removed one chair. The character without a place, then sits out. Continue the game with another category of character.



3. Dress Up Character Day: Have a dress-up day for small groups or for the whole class. Classmates try to guess the names of characters.


4. Jingles and Slogans: Have students create a jingle for their story. Words could be set to a familiar tune or they could make up their own.



5. Perform a scripted play for a well-known story. Eg. Three Billy Goats Gruff


6. Retell a story using actions and voice to portray characters.



7. Pantomime: List three events in the story. Act out an event in the story. Ask classmates to guess which one was being shown.


8. Use rhythm bands instruments to provide background music.



9. Use voice to convey tone and expression while reading dialog from the story.


10. Make up a rap to tell about the story.
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Crossword Puzzle Action Words









	

Word List

bake

hatch

buzz

laugh

chew

scream

climb

scurry

close

shout

cook

swim

frown

swing

gallop

throw

grab

walk
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	   Across    

1. We do this to get up in a tree.

2. We do this to a door.

3. The way a horse runs

4. We do this to a cake.

5. To go back and forth

6. Chicks do this to be born.

7. Not a smile but a ……

8. To move quickly

9. A way to move

10. To take hold of quickly

11. We do this with a ball


	
   Down    

1. We put food on a stove to …… it.

2. To call out loudly

3. We do this when something is funny.

4. Bees do this.

5. We do this when we are frightened.

6. Do this to your food before you swallow.

8. We do this in a pool.
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Word Search Who Can Be a Character?

Words are placed across and up and down.












	alien

	dwarf

	king

	mother

	prince

	queen

	witch




	baby

	elephant

	kitten

	pirate

	princess

	shark

	wizard




	bunny

	father

	lion

	pony

	puppy

	turtle
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Comprehension Quiz

Murray Mouse had a big problem. For over a week, he had been searching for a new home for his family. Soon it would be winter and he had to hurry. Finally, he found it! He hurried home to tell his wife and children the news.

“Well,” said Milly Mouse. “I am glad you are home. I was getting worried. Is it a good place? Is it safe and warm? Will there be enough food to eat?”

“So many questions!” said Murray. “Yes, it is warm and there will be plenty to eat. We will have to be cautious to be safe, and it can be noisy there. But, we are fortunate. I think it will be a good home for the winter.”

Milly Mouse bundled up the children and followed Murray as he led the way through the little tunnels in the frosty grass and weeds. Soon they came to a big building.

“Squeeze through this hole”, said Murray. One by one his family squeezed through the tiny opening.

“Wow! This is gigantic, Dad.” said the children. “But where is the food?”

“Just wait and listen.” answered Murray.

A big door creaked and groaned and finally opened. A human strolled in and was coming right toward them! The mouse family held their breath! The human walked over to a big box, opened the lid and scoped inside with a pail. When he brought it out, seeds tumbled onto the floor. Precious food was scattered everywhere. The human left and closed the big door behind him.

Soon it was safe for the mouse family to come out of hiding.

“You have found a good home for us,” said Milly.

“Yes! Yes!”. sang the children. “Eat up! We have our own buffet!”
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Comprehension Quiz

	[image: Images]







	Answer the questions by circling the correct letter.






Word Meaning: Choose the meaning used in the story.











	1. cautious:

	a) well-known

	b) careful

	c) careless

	d) lucky

	 




	2. gigantic:

	a) belonging to a giant

	b) tiny

	c) soapy

	d) huge

	 




	3. buffet:

	a) a sofa

	b) a closet

	c) a feast

	d) a kind of jacket

	[image: Images]















	4.

	Which sentence is true?

	[image: Images]




	 
	a) A cat lived in the new home.

	c) The mouse family held their breath.

	 



	 
	b) The new home was in a cabin.

	d) The human was the farmer’s wife.

	 















	5. Murray Mouse is

	a) a good father

	b) rich

	c) afraid

	d) careless

	[image: Images]















	6.

	The best title for this story is:

	 



	 
	a) The Mouse Family

	c) Winter

	 



	 
	b) Fooling the Cat

	d) Finding a New Home

	[image: Images]






7. What time of year do you think this is?











	 

	a) summer

	b) spring

	c) winter

	d) autumn
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	8.

	Why did Milly Mouse ask so many questions?

	[image: Images]




	 
	a) She was curious about the new home.

	c) She likes to ask questions.

	 



	 
	b) She wants to stay in her old home.

	d) She was worried about the cat.
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