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Reading Response Forms Grades 5-6









	Student’s Name: ____________

	Assignment: ________

	Level: ________














	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Story Content

	• Demonstrates a limited understanding of story content

• Requires teacher intervention

	• Demonstrates a basic understanding of story content

• Requires some teacher intervention

	• Demonstrates a good understanding of story content

• Requires minimal teacher intervention

	• Demonstrates a thorough understanding of story content

• Requires no teacher intervention




	Response to the Text

	• Expresses responses to the text with limited effectiveness

	• Expresses responses to the text with some effectiveness

	• Expresses responses to the text with appropriate skills

	• Expresses thorough and complete responses to the text




	Analysis and Application of Key Concepts

	• Interprets and applies various concepts in the text with few unrelated details

	• Interprets and applies various concepts in the text with some details

	• Interprets and applies various concepts in the text with appropriate details

	• Effectively interprets and applies various concepts in the text with consistent, clear and effective details








	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.








	Introduction

Our Reading Response Forms allow your readers to share their thinking about the literature they have read themselves. Reading response also gives readers the opportunity to demonstrate their understanding of the materials. Responses can range from personal, which relates to present and past experiences and knowledge, to new learning. The variety of responses can be oral, written, dramatic, musical or visual.
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How Is Our Resource Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS - READING RESPONSE FORMS

•    Teachers can use response forms to extend your student’s reading experience by offering a wide variety of activities. Early readers need to explore literature and recognize that stories are a beginning point for expanding their ideas and language.

•    Teachers can use our forms to assess student understanding and connections to previous learning.

•    The reader builds meaning from the text and applies any prior related knowledge.

•    The reader explores conventions and ideas about written materials. Reading response provides a reason to closely examine and reread written materials.

•    Students can complete activities on their own, freeing the teacher to work with small groups or conference individual readers.

•    Reading response provides for student choice and values individual opinions and experiences. They encourage connections between literature and real life.

Also provided are four Hands-On Activities, a word search and a crossword. The Assessment Rubric (page 4) is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to many of the activities in our resource. The Comprehension Quiz (page 53) can be used for either a follow-up review or assessment at the completion of the unit.

PICTURE CUES

Our resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
• Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
• Reproducible worksheets and activities






The Critical Thinking Skill Picture Cues are located at the bottom right of each work sheet.
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Teacher Guide

GETTING READY TO BEGIN:

•   Provide a wide selection of reading materials to accommodate reading levels and interest.

•   Keep folders of various Reading Response Forms available for student selection.

•   Model and demonstrate each form in a mini-lesson.

•   Share and discuss examples of completed forms from previous classes.

•   Make a Reading Response Form Folder for each child.

•   Develop a schedule for individual conferences and group activities.

•   Encourage students to select a variety of response forms.

MINI-LESSON FORMAT

•   Select a book for shared reading that reflects the skill focus of the Reading Response Form.

•   Use the supplied Overhead Transparencies to facilitate student understanding (or download the Overheads from our web site if you are using a computer projection system. See page 3 for download instructions).

•   Use a “Think and Talk Aloud” strategy as you model how to complete the form. Encourage student discussion and responses.

•   Use the mini-lesson to introduce and practice new Reading Response Forms.

•   After teaching and modeling several forms, students may proceed to work independently.


Reading response may take the form of:

Whole class response: Establish a whole class routine so that the students understand how to respond and what to respond to. Displaying the routine plan on a chart may be helpful.

Small group response: Use guided reading groups or literature circles for response opportunities.

Individual responses: Provide a class sharing time for individual response. Allow for enough time for students to proudly present their achievements. Display student work for other classes to see. Consider visiting other classes to share responses or sharing with reading buddies.


HELPING STUDENTS CHOOSE APPROPRIATE BOOKS:

•   Shared Reading: Teacher is reading text aloud to class. Text can be at any reading level. This is a great opportunity to select based on student interest, unusual topics, science or social studies related topics.

•   Guided Reading: Students within the group should be able to read with 90 - 95% accuracy rate. This text may be somewhat harder than at the independent level. Teacher will provide assistance as required.

•   Independent Reading: Help students to understand the “just right” concept. Books should be chosen at this level. The student should be able to read any page with not more than five reading mistakes. Some categories include:







	      - Leveled books
	      - Poetry books



	      - Easy Readers
	      - Picture books



	      - Joke and Riddle books
	      - How To books



	      - Chapter books
	      - Non-fiction




RUBRICS AND ASSESSMENT (PAGE 4 AND 53):

A rubric is an effective assessment tool for students and teachers. It provides a scoring scale which shows a set of performance criteria and descriptions of achievement of what a reading performance should look like at each point along the leveled continuum. By its format, a rubric can be used as a guide to assessing student performance.

STUDENT SELF-ASSESSMENT RUBRIC (PAGE 8):

•   Need to be explained fully to students and modeled for optimum effectiveness.

•   Assist students to evaluate their own thinking and personal learning.

•   Help students to think about their own performance and consider ways to improve and set goals for future performance.
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Individual Student Reading Log
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Student Self-Assessment Rubric
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Reading Response Forms Grades 5-6







	My Name : __________________

	Grade: _____________





Put an X in the box that tells about you.

My Thinking







	 
	I try to be a good listener and focus on the information.



	 
	I ask for help when I need it.



	 
	I make sure the instructions are clear to me.



	 
	I connect my ideas to the real world, to my own experiences and to other stories.



	 
	I know the tasks that I do well.



	 
	I know what I need to try to improve upon.




My Actions







	 
	I picked a book that was interesting and suitable for me.



	 
	I was organized, had a plan and was ready to work.



	 
	I followed the instructions carefully.



	 
	My work was organized, neatly done and colored.



	 
	I stayed working at my task until it was completed.



	 
	I shared my work with others.




Write a complete answer for each question.







	1.
	What did you enjoy learning the most? Why?



	
	










	2.
	What do you think you need to improve upon in your next task? Why?
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Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY: 6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analysing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

Our Reading Response Forms, therefore, are an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest, creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Vocabulary







	



	
ACTION WORDS

• arrive • borrow • creep • disappear • escape • float • giggle • hibernate • imagine 
• joke • kneel • listen • march • nestle • overcome • peer • query • reward • starve 
• tickle • upset • vanish • wander • yank • zoom





	




	
CHARACTER WORDS

• astronaut • bulldozer • camper • detective • explorer • firefighter • ghost • hamster 
• insect • jockey • kangaroo • ladybug • mouse • neighbor • octopus • parrot • queen 
• rock star • scarecrow • tadpole • unicorn • vampire • walrus • yak • zebra





	




	
STORY WORDS

• action • cause • characters • conflict • effect • ending • events • fiction • illustrator 
• mood • non-fiction • plot • predictions • problem • sequel • setting • solution 
• summary • title
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 Across: 

1. query

4. tickle

7. float

10. wander

12. vanish

15. overcome

16. yank

20. zoom

21. imagine

22. creep

23. peer

24. march

25. disappear

 

 Down: 

2. upset

3. joke

5. escape

6. reward

8. listen

9. arrive

11. nestle

13. starve

14. borrow

17. kneel

18. giggle

19. hibernate


	
 

 

 

 

 

 

Word Search Answers
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1. b)

2. c)

3. a)

 

4. c)

 

5. a)

 

6. c)

 

 

 

7. a)

 

 

 

 

8. c)







	 51 

	 52 

	 54 
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My name:

Title of my book:

Author:






Awesome Adjectives!

A good writer uses descriptive words to give readers more details. These words are called adjectives. Adjectives describe nouns --- people, places and things.

Look in your story to find 10 good adjectives.

Write the adjective and the noun it describes.

Then write an adjective of your own that could have been used.







	Adjectives and nouns from the story
	My adjectives to describe this noun



	Example: creepy, old mansion
	eerie, rundown mansion



	1.
	



	2.
	



	3.
	



	4.
	



	5.
	



	6.
	



	7.
	



	8.
	



	9.
	



	10.
	




Why is it important to use good adjectives in a story?
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Phenomenal Phrases!

A phrase is a group of words that can be used to describe how or where action takes place.

An adverb phrase describes the action or verb.

Look in your story for 10 adverb phrases.
Write the adverb phrase and the verb under the correct heading.







	Verb with adverb phrase that tells how
	Verb with adverb phrase that tells where



	Example: laughed as loudly as possible
	ventured into the cave



	1.
	



	2.
	



	3.
	



	4.
	



	5.
	



	6.
	



	7.
	



	8.
	



	9.
	



	10.
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Antonyms and Synonyms

One way to become a better reader is to increase your vocabulary.

Find 10 words in your story that are new or unknown to you.
Write them in the chart below.

Find and write an antonym and a synonym for each new word.
Use a dictionary and a thesaurus to help you.








	New word
	Synonym
	Antonym



	Example: magnificent
	fantastic
	shabby



	1.
	
	



	2.
	
	



	3.
	
	



	4.
	
	



	5.
	
	



	6.
	
	



	7.
	
	



	8.
	
	



	9.
	
	



	10.
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Similes

A simile compares two things by using a phrase that starts with “ like ” or “ as ”

Find and write 6 good similes from your story.

In your own words, explain what you think the author is trying to say.







	Simile from my story
	What I think the author is saying



	Example: Jack rode like the wind
	Jack rode so fast that no one could see him.



	1.
	



	2.
	



	3.
	



	4.
	



	5.
	



	6.
	




Choose one simile to illustrate.

My simile is
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Describe a Setting

Authors describe many unusual and exciting settings in their stories.

Choose one setting or place from your story that you really liked.

Think about where it was, what it looked like, words to describe it and why you liked it.

Complete the chart using your ideas and words.


The setting I liked is:



Where it is:



5 words to describe it:



Why I liked it:



It looks like this:

 

 



Would you ever be able to visit this place? Why?
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Key Words Word Search

Key words are the most important words in your story. They can be the names of characters, they can identify and describe the setting, or they can tell about the plot.

Choose 20 Key Words from your story. Write the Key Words in the Word Box.

Create a Word Search using these words. Share your puzzle with a friend.









	Word Box:
	
	
	



	1.
	6.
	11.
	16.



	2.
	7.
	12.
	17.



	3.
	8.
	13.
	18.



	4.
	9.
	14.
	19.



	5.
	10.
	15.
	20.
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Fits to a “T”

To say that something “fits to a ‘T’ ” means that it fits just right.

Fitting someone to a “T” can also mean describing that person with just the right words.

Think about the main character in your story. What is he/she like?

Write words that describe your character on the left side of the T chart.

On the right side of the T chart, write examples from the story that tell about your character acting this way.

Name of main character:








	Words that describe character
	 
	Examples from story
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Plot Chart

The events that happen in a story from beginning to end are called the plot.

Every story has characters who tried to do something but a problem arises. The characters have to solve the problem so the story can reach the end.


Think about these points from your story:

1. Who is the main character?

2. What did the main character want to do?

3. What stopped the main character from doing this? What was the problem?

4. How did the main character solve the problem? Who helped with the solution?

5. How did the story end?



Write your answers in the chart below.






	1. The main character



	2. wanted to 




	3. But 




	4. So to solve the problem 




	5. At the end of the story, 
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Postcard from a Character

Pretend you have received a postcard from the main character in your story.

He/she tells you about what has happened to them but they don’t tell you how the story ends.

Think about what the character might tell you.
Write your ideas on the lines on the left side of the card.

Address the postcard to yourself. Write on the right side of the card.

Design a stamp for the postcard.

  







	
Date:

 

Dear

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours truly,

 


	 

	





	
	



	


To:

 

 

 

















	
	[image: Images]













	
[image: Images]

My name:

Title of my book:

Author:


	
	
[image: Images]






The Main Ideas

Every chapter in your book should have a main idea or event that is important to the story.

As you read your book, think about the main idea/event in each chapter.

Write one sentence to tell about each main idea/event in the chart below.

When you are finished, read all of your answers.
These answers should make a good summary of your story.







	Chapter #
	Main Idea or Event in this chapter



	1.
	



	2.
	



	3.
	



	4.
	



	5.
	



	6.
	



	7.
	



	8.
	



	9.
	



	10.
	



	11.
	



	12.
	



	13.
	



	14.
	




If you need more room for answers, use the back of your worksheet.
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Those Characters!

Stories have good characters called heroes and heroines.

Some stories have bad characters called villains.
A villain may cause problems for a hero or heroine.

Read a story that has good and bad characters.

Fill in the facts:


The good character is

The bad character is



Tell the problems that the villain caused for the hero or heroine.








Tell how the hero or heroine solved these problems.







Tell how you would have solved the problems that the hero or heroine faced.
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Poetry Power!

A poet may write a poem to make us feel a certain way as we read it. We may feel happy, sad, frightened, like laughing or sympathetic to the person in the poem.

Read a poem. Fill in the facts:


The title of the poem is 



The subject or main idea in this poem is




When I read this poem I felt ________________________because __________________





Some words or phrases from the poem that made me feel this way are:






Some other words that the poem could have used to create this same feeling are:







Copy four lines from the poem that you liked the best;
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“Dear Character”

We ask for advice when we have a problem or when we would like an opinion about something.

List some people you would ask for advice:



Pretend that a character in your story is asking you for advice about a problem or situation. Write a letter outlining the situation and your advice to the character.


Dear ______________________(character’s name)

I am writing to give you some advice on your problem 



This is how I would deal with the situation. First, I would



Next, I think



After that, I would



Finally, you should try to 



Good luck solving this problem!
Yours truly,
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Compare and Contrast

When we look at things that are the same, we compare them.

When we look at things that are different, we contrast them.

Find two characters, events, or settings in your story to compare and contrast.

I have chosen ___________________________________and _______________________


Write 5 ways these two people/things/places are alike:

1. 

2.

3.

4.

5.



Write 5 ways these two people/things/places are different:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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What is a Biography?

A biography is a book about the life of a real person. Often the biography is about someone who has done something special in their lifetime. When we read a biography, we get to know the person better and we learn about what they have accomplished.

Fill in the facts you learned in the biography you read.


1. Who is the person you read about?



2. Tell something about the person’s life as he/she was growing up.

a) When was this person born?

b) Where was this person born?

c) What was their family life like?




3. What struggles did this person have before they were successful?







4. What was this person’s special talent?




5. What was this person’s main accomplishment?





6. How do you think this person’s accomplishments have affected our world?
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Illustrators are Important!

Illustrators are very important to our impressions of a story. Often we form ideas by looking at the pictures before we read the book.


Who is the illustrator of your book?



What are some things you like about this illustrator’s work?








What do you think would be the hardest thing about being an illustrator?







What do you think would be the best thing about being an illustrator?






Pick one illustration from your book. What idea is it trying to show?







What techniques has the illustrator used to show this idea?
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What’s Cooking?

When we cook, we use a recipe so our food turns out right. Good writers use a “recipe”

when they write interesting stories.

These ingredients will tell about your book:

Characters: Tell the names of the main characters. What are they like?

Setting: Tell where the story takes place.

Plot: Tell what happens.

Mood: Is this story happy, sad, scary, funny?

Message: What do you think the writer is trying to tell us?

Write a recipe that tells about your book. Fill in the facts.


Start with some characters named _________________________________ who are





Place them



Very soon, they will





This story will make you feel ______________________________________. At the end, you will learn that _____________________________________________________
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Story Puzzle

For this puzzle, you will tell about the story, illustrate a favorite part and share with a friend.

Follow these steps:

1. Complete a summary of your story by writing good sentences about the characters, the setting and the plot. Include how the story ended.

2. Cut out the summary board and glue it onto white tag board.

3. On the back of the summary board, illustrate your favorite part of the book.

4. Draw a puzzle pattern over top of your picture. Cut out the puzzle pieces.

5. Share your Story Puzzle with a friend.


My Story Puzzle about:















Created by:
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Decisions! Decisions!

Characters make decisions during the story to keep the events moving. When a character
makes an important decision, it affects the plot and the actions of other characters.

Think about the important decisions made by the main character in your story.

What happened as a result of those decisions?

Write the character’s decision and then what happened next because of that decision.







	Character’s important decision
	What happened next



	Story begins:
	



	 
	



	 
	



	 
	



	 
	



	 
	



	 
	



	 
	



	 
	



	Story ends:
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In the Mood!

The mood of the story is the feeling you get when you are reading. Examples: happy sad, mysterious, exciting, funny, suspenseful, frightening

Mood can be created through word and letter sounds and through repeating of words, phrases and sentences.

List four events and tell the place where each occurred.

Write the word sounds or phrases from your story that create the mood.

Tell the mood of each event.









	Event
	Word Sounds
	Words, phrases
	Mood



	Example: car chase
	tires screeching
	terrified trees flying by
	frightening scary
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What Kind of Character?

Characters behave in certain ways in a story. The way they react to situations depends on the kind of personality they have.

Think about the characters in your story.

List the characters’ names and the kind of person (or animal) they are in the story.

Write the reason for your choice. Use proof from the story.








	Name of character
	Kind of Person/Animal
	Reason for my choice



	Example: Mrs. Whipple
	Easily frightened
	As soon as she saw the baby squirrel, she jumped back from it.
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Dear Character

When we want to record our thoughts and ideas, we often write in a diary or journal.

Pretend you are writing journal entries to the main character in your story.

Before you read:
Divide your story pages into three almost equal parts.

As you read:
Write a journal entry to tell the character your thoughts about the story.

Beginning: pages ___________ to _________________


Dear _____________________(name of character)

 



Middle: pages ___________ to _________________


Dear _____________________(name of character)

 



Ending: pages ___________ to _________________


Dear _____________________(name of character)
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Fine Finale!

The ending or finale of a story should give us the feeling that every loose end has been tied up. We like to feel that the story is complete.

Think about the way your story ended.

Did you feel the story was complete?
Did the author “wrap up” all the details?


Did the story end the way you thought it would? Tell why or why not.









Write your own ending to this story.
Remember to leave the reader feeling like your story is complete.
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Chapter Headlines

Headlines should be short, catch our interest and make us want to read the story.

Headlines give us a clue about the main idea without telling the whole story.

Think about the main idea in each chapter of your book.

Write a headline for each main idea.








	Chapter
	Main Idea
	My Headline



	Example
	Jack is going to summer camp
	Local Boy Set for Summer Fun



	1.
	
	



	2.
	
	



	3.
	
	



	4.
	
	



	5.
	
	



	6.
	
	



	7.
	
	



	8.
	
	



	9.
	
	



	10.
	
	



	11.
	
	



	12.
	
	




If you need more space for your headlines, use the back of your worksheet.
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Read and Review

Complete the information on your book and rate each section.

Put a check mark under the number.

LOW  1  2  3  4  5  HIGH












	 
	 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5



	Title:
	Did it catch your interest? Is it suited to the story?
	
	
	
	
	



	Illustrations:
	Do they portray events in the story?
Do they add extra details?
	
	
	
	
	



	Setting:
	Is the setting clear to the reader?
Is this the best setting for this plot?
	
	
	
	
	



	Characters:
	Are the characters believable?
Do the characters act the way they should?
	
	
	
	
	



	Plot:
	Is the story line interesting and easy to follow? Does the story hold your interest and make you want to read to the end?
Are there surprise events that you didn’t expect?
	
	
	
	
	



	Ending:
	Did this story end the way you thought it would?
Do you think this is the best ending for this story?
Are all the loose ends tied up?
	
	
	
	
	




I chose this book because



I would/would not read another book by this author because
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1, 2, 3 and Counting!

Complete the sections by using the exact number of words.

1. one word to tell the name of the main character.

2. two words that describe the main character.

3. three words that describe the setting.

4. four words that tell what the main character wanted in the story.

5. five words that tell what problem the main character faced.

6. six words that tell how the problem was solved.

7. seven words that describe the best part of the book.

8. eight words that tell why you would or would not tell a friend to read this book.

[image: Images]

Now try this: Write a sentence of exactly nine words to tell what you think could happen next after this story has ended.
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Book Sell

Pretend you are a salesperson for a large book company.

You will be speaking to groups of children who will be recommending books for their librarian to buy.

Prepare a “Book Sell” talk that you will present to this group.
Include the information in this checklist.


Book Sell Checklist

…… your name

…… book title, author, illustrator

…… characters

…… problem

…… something interesting about the story (don’t give away the ending!)

…… your opinion about this book

…… invite your audience to read this book.



Write your “Book Sell” talk on the lines below.
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May I Quote You?

Authors often use direct words or quotations to give information about characters, setting or the plot of the story.

Think about two main characters in this story.

Find two quotations for each of these characters that gave important information.

Write what the characters said and explain why each quotation was important.

Character #1:___________________(name)







	Quotation #1
 
	Why it was important:
 



	Quotation #2
 
	Why it was important:
 




Character #2:___________________(name)







	Quotation #1
 
	Why it was important:
 



	Quotation #2
 
	Why it was important:
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The Great Debate

One way that we discuss and evaluate ideas is to have a debate.
We look at the pros (reasons for something) and the cons (reasons against something)

Think about and write the problem in your story.





Write the author’s solution to the problem.





Now think about whether this was the best solution for this problem.
Consider the characters involved, the setting, and other choices for a solution.

Write your reasons for and against the author’s solution in the chart.







	Pros: reasons for
	Cons: reasons against



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 




What would your solution be for this problem?
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In My Opinion .....

Give your opinion of this book by writing good answers to the questions.


1. What situation or problem happened at the beginning of the book to get the story moving?





2. How did the author give good clues as to how the problem would be solved?

Explain your answer by giving two examples of clues.

a) __________________________________________________________________

b) __________________________________________________________________



3. What is the mood or feeling in this story?

Give two examples to show how the author created this mood.

a) __________________________________________________________________

b) __________________________________________________________________



4. Is this story similar to any other you have read? Explain your thinking.







5. This story was very realistic/unrealistic because
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I Predict .......

Read part of your book and [image: Images] to do this activity.

Think about:

•   who the main characters are and what they are like

•   the setting of the story

•   what has happened so far

•   how the story makes you feel

Now think about:

•   what you know about story parts; beginning, middle, end

•   what you know about the characters and how they behave

•   what you know about the story setting


Write what you think will happen next in your story.











Tell why you think this will happen.
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Problems Need Solutions!

Every story has a main problem that needs a solution

Think about the main problem in your story.

Write your ideas in good sentences.


1. What is the main problem in this story?





2. Outline three solutions that the characters used to try to solve the problem.

a)________________________________________________________________________



b)________________________________________________________________________



c)________________________________________________________________________




3. How was the problem finally solved?





4. How would you have solved the problem?




5. Would your solution have changed the story? How?
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Lights! Camera! Action!

Pretend your story is going to be made into a movie. You are in charge of making a plan of how the movie will be made.

Use facts and details from your story to complete the information.







	Main characters
	Costumes needed



	 
	 



	 
	 



	Other characters
	Costumes needed



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 




Think about the settings/scenes in the story.







	Major scenes
	Props needed



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 




I think a good title for this movie would be
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Point of View

Point of view is the way the author chooses to tell a story.

Point of view may be:

•   First person: one of the characters is telling the story.

•   Third person: a character from the outside is telling the story.

•   All Knowing person: a narrator tells the story from outside the story and tells what the characters think, do and feel. This person can read the minds of the characters.


What is the point of view used to tell your story? How do you know?







Do you think this was the best choice to tell this story? Why or Why not?








Pick one part of your story to retell. Rewrite the part using a different point of view.
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Character Wanted Poster

Select a character from your story for your poster.

Draw and color a picture of your “wanted” character.

Complete the information under the picture.
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Name of character:_________________________________________________

Height: _____________________________Weight: __________________________

Eye color: ___________________________Hair color: _______________________

Special marks: (scars, tattoo)

Last seen:

Wanted for:

Reward amount:

If you have any information, contact:











	
	[image: Images]













	
[image: Images]

My name:

Title of my book:

Author:


	
	
[image: Images]






Coming Up Next ......

After reading a good story with a character we like, we will look for another story with that same character. This next story is called a sequel.

Think about the story you have just read.
Imagine another story with the same character but with a different setting and plot.

Fill in information for the story you read and your ideas for a sequel.








	 
	Story I read
	My sequel



	Characters
 
	 
	 



	Setting
 
	 
	 



	Plot
 
	 
	 



	 
 
	 
	 




The title for my sequel is _____________________________________________

Now write the beginning of your sequel using your ideas in the chart.
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Hands-on Activities

1.   “Have You Read the One About ……..” Write this title on chart paper. Have the students add their book titles to the list.


2.   Word Puzzles: Have students select words from their stories (on a specified category e.g strong verbs, great adjectives). Create a puzzle to share with others. Discuss puzzle forms: word search, crossword, falling letters)



3.   Story Cut Ups: Cut stories from old readers or story books. Separate the story by paragraphs and store the parts in an envelope. Ask students to reconstruct the stories in correct order of events. Ask a classmate to check or read aloud to a group.


4.   Tongue Twister: Make up a tongue twister about the main character in the story.



5.   Story Chain: Provide students with precut strips of paper. Record the title, author, and illustrator on first strip. On each subsequent strip, write one good sentence to retell the story. Staple strips into loops and staple together to make the story chain.


6.   “Genres We Have Read”: As you introduce different genres to your students, write the name of genre at the top of a chart. Students add the titles of books as they read.



7.   Fortune Teller: Do oral book reports using a “crystal ball”. Use a snow globe or create your own crystal ball for students to look into and “see” the story. Some students may want to use a prepared script or notes for their report.


8.   One Person Show: Students pretend they are the main character in the story and perform a monologue.



9.   Press Conference: Students pretend they are the main character in their story. They hold a press conference to answer questions from classmates. Classmates should prepare their questions before the press conference.
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Language Arts

10.  Crack the Code: Students use a code to write the title, author, and a short summary of the story. Give to a classmate to solve. This works best when students choose a code from agreed upon choices: letter/number, reverse alphabet, letter/symbol, etc.


11.  Poetry to Plot: Students rewrite stories using information in narrative poems.



12.  Radio Broadcast: Bring in an(old) radio or a microphone. Assign roles within group: announcer, narrator, characters in story, reader for commercials. Perform for classmates and others.


13.  Silhouette Story: Design a big picture for the setting. Draw and cut out silhouette characters. Retell story using silhouette character puppets.



14.  Royal Storyteller: Bring in a crown and velvet cape. “Royal Storyteller” tells his/her story to the “court”.


15.  Reading Walkabout: Divide class into groups. A separate group will be the Walkabout Readers. Each reader reads for 10 minutes. Then readers move to next group. Repeat.



16.  Limerick: Write a limerick to describe the characters or to retell the story.


17.  Trade a Book Day: Send a letter home to parents explaining how Trade a Book Day works. Each child will receive one Book Trader coupon for each book they bring in. On Trader Day, students can shop for books using their coupons. You may wish to provide some books from your own collection and give coupons to students who have been unable to contribute books on their own. If you anticipate any difficulty from a parent, perhaps coupons could be given for “work well done” or “good book reporting” or other reasons.



18.  Field Trips: Arrange a field trip to your local Public Library, bookstore or second hand bookstore.
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Visual Arts

1.   Character Mask: Provide students with a facial mask pattern. Draw, color and decorate with real materials to show what the character would look like.


2.   Character Necklace: Make or buy some baker’s clay. Have students make a flat character figure. Make a small hole at the top of the figure. Bake until hard. Paint, color or decorate with real materials. Thread ribbon or yarn through the hole to make a loop for the necklace.



3.   Cube Collage: Use a small cardboard box for the base. On one face, glue an info sheet that tells the title, author, and illustrator of the book. Look in magazines, old books for pictures that relate to the story: characters, setting, plot. Glue on pictures until all surfaces are covered.


4.   Travel poster or brochure: Design a poster or brochure that tells about the setting of the book. If the book has more than one setting, discuss ways to incorporate a variety of settings into one ad.



5.   Hidden Picture: Students draw a picture to show the main setting of their story. Then draw small items that are important to the story. For example: a key, a pebble, glasses. “Hide” the items within the picture. Students should make a list of these items to attach to their picture. Display student pictures so others may look for the hidden items.


6.   “We’re Big Fans of …………”: Draw and color a picture about the story (favorite part, most exciting, etc). Include the title and author. Fold the picture like a fan. Staple. Display and share with others.



7.   “What’s in a Name?” Draw or trace big letters to spell the main character’s name. Inside each letter, draw pictures to show some part of the story.


8.   “Rock On!” Have students find and bring in large, round stones. Paint, then decorate to show the facial features and expressions of a character from the story.



9.   Gift Wrap: Use the concept of overall repeat design to create a page of gift wrap. Select an object, character or scene from the story that can be drawn repeatedly on the paper.
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Drama, Dance, Music

1.   As a student retells his/her story, classmates perform sound effects (as agreed upon before reading begins).


2.   Student A chooses a part of the story: a favorite part, the high point, the scariest part, etc. Another student (or the teacher) reads the text while Student A performs actions.



3.   Pantomime: Choose and list five events that retell the story. Act out the events. Ask classmates to guess the story.


4.   Jingles and Slogans: Have students create a jingle for their story. Words could be set to a familiar tune or they could make up their own.



5.   Perform a scripted play.


6.   Involve students who play a musical instrument to create sound effects and background music.



7.   Have students read and record (audio tape, CD) the introduction to their story. Share with other classmates.


8.   Make up a rap to tell about the story.



9.   Videotape students who perform a retelling of their stories. Share with class.


10.  Make up a song about the story using a familiar tune. Compose a dance to accompany the song.
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Crossword Puzzle

 



 

	
 Across: 

1. synonym for ask

4. synonym for making one laugh

7. antonym for sink

10. synonym for walk all around

12. antonym for appear

15. synonym for defeat

16. synonym for pull on quickly

20. synonym for move very quickly

21. synonym for think up

22. synonym for move slowly

23. synonym for stare

24. synonym for stepping quickly

25. synonym for vanish

 Down 

2. synonym for overturn

3. synonym for make fun

5. synonym for get away

6. antonym for punish

8. antonym for speak

9. antonym for leave

11. synonym for snuggle

13. antonym for feed

14. antonym for lend

17. synonym for benddown
 
18. synonym for laugh
 
19. synonym for sleep a long time
 








 

	Word List



	arrive
	float
	kneel
	peer
	upset



	borrow
	giggle
	listen
	query
	vanish



	creep
	hibernate
	march
	reward
	wander



	disappear
	imagine
	nestle
	starve
	yank



	escape
	joke
	overcome
	tickle
	zoom
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Word Search Who Can be a Character?

Words are placed across and up and down.










	astronaut
	firefighter
	kangaroo
	parrot
	unicorn



	bulldozer
	ghost
	ladybug
	queen
	vampire



	camper
	hamster
	mouse
	rock star
	walrus



	detective
	insect
	neighbor
	scarecrow
	yak



	explorer
	jockey
	octopus
	tadpole
	zebra




[image: Images]









	
[image: Images]


	
[image: Images]






Comprehension Quiz

Most people have heard of the Bermuda Triangle. This mysterious zone lies off the coast of Florida, between Bermuda and the Bahamas Islands. Many planes and ships have been lost there. Even more intriguing, time has been lost there, too.

One incident took place in January, 1969. On a cloudless, bright afternoon five American Air Force jets took off from Bermuda. Crowds gathered on land and sea to see the Super-Sabre fighter planes lift off into flight. The fighter jets climbed upward and into formation, all the while being tracked by the radar station on shore. Together the five fighters flew into an enormous cloud just off shore. As the crowd watched, only four planes came out on the other side of that cloud! The radar station had reported no plane in trouble or falling. No one else saw anything drop from the sky. One of the Super-Sabres had completely vanished!

Immediately, a search was launched for the missing jet. Nothing was found in the shallow water along Bermuda’s coast except for an Air Force life jacket, the same kind used by many local people when boating or fishing. Although the military and the government investigated, no answer was found for this strange disappearance.

Another mysterious happening occurred when a pilot was making a flight across this same area. Bruce Gernon was cruising over the ocean when he encountered a harmless looking cloud. The aircraft rose to fly over it, but the cloud began moving, and climbing, with the aircraft. When Gernon broke into open sky, he realized he was in the middle of the eerie cloud. He later told friends that the cloud looked like a giant doughnut that seemed to rise up for thousands of feet into the air. As his story goes, he gunned the engine and headed for a hole in the cloud. That “hole” turned out to be a glowing tunnel of white walls. Gernon made it out safely, to discover that he was 30 minutes ahead of time. His 75 minute trip had taken only 45 minutes, even though he had never changed his speed instruments. To most, it seemed impossible.

Lost time? Can a mere cloud cause an aircraft to increase its speed? Bruce Gernon has no explanation. Lost aircraft? Under perfect weather conditions and with a perfectly running jet, how could it vanish without a trace? In spite of a wide search and investigation, still no results.

There have been countless mysterious stories from fishermen, boaters and other travelers. There have been just as many theories to explain these events. Could it be human error or confusion over the facts? Or is it possible a black hole hovers over the Bermuda Triangle? What do you think?
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Comprehension Quiz

Answer the questions by circling the correct letter.
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	Word Meaning: Choose the meaning used in the story.

1. intriguing:    a) well-known   b) mysterious   c) full of life   d) invisible

2. enormous:      a) unable to fly   b) cannot be moved   c) huge   d) unwell

3. launched:       a) started   b) ended   c) loaded   d) exploded
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	4.

	Which sentence is true?




	
	


	a)

	The jets took off from Miami.

	c)

	Only four Super-Sabres came out of the cloud







	b)

	The weather was unsuitable for take-off

	d)

	The fifth jet was later found.
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	5. Gernon is:

	a) an experienced pilot

	c) afraid of flying
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	b) unable to tell time

	d) careless








      






	6.

	 The best title for this story is:
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	a) The Dangers of Flying

	c) Beware the Bermuda Triangle




	 

	b) Lost at Sea

	d) Clouds

	 







      







	7.

	Why do you think Bruce Gernon wa s able to escape the cloud?
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	a)

	He gunned his engine and headed for the hole.

	c)

	He only thought he was in danger.




	 

	b)

	He shut off the engine and floated to safety.

	d)

	He was rescued by another plane.








      







	8.

	Why do you think most people believe in the reports about strange events in the Bermuda Triangle?
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	a)

	People like those kinds of stories.

	c)

	There have been many reliable witnesses.




	 

	b)

	Ships and planes have accidents.

	d)

	Not many events have happened there.
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could happen next after this story has ended.
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The mood of the story is the feeling you get when you are reading.
Examples: happy, sad, mysterious, exciting, funny, suspenseful, frightening.

Mood can be created through word and letter sounds and through
repeating of words, phrases and sentences.

LIST FOUR EVENTS and tell the place where each occurred.
Write the word sounds or phrases from your story that create the mood.

Tell the mood of each event.

Word Sounds  Words, phrases

Example: car chase | fires screeching terrified frightening
trees flying by scary

Think of another way a writer can create mood:
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llustrators are very important to our impressions of a story. Often we form
ideas by looking at the pictures before we read the book.
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Who is the illustrator of your book?

-
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What are some things you like about this illustrator’s work?

What do you think would be the hardest thing about being an illustrator?

What do you think would be the best thing about being an illustrator?

Pick ONE ILLUSTRATION from your book. What idea is it trying o show?

What techniques has the illustrator used to show this idea?
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Lights! Camera! Action!

Pretend your story is going to be made info a movie. You are in charge of
making a plan of how the movie will be made.

Use facts and details from your story to complete the information.

Main characters Costumes needed |

Other characters Costumes needed

e

Think about the settings/scenes in the story.

1 think a good title for this movie would be






OEBPS/images/f00052-1.jpg
a

d|[m






OEBPS/images/f00051-1.jpg
L&
= |






OEBPS/images/f00056-1.jpg
Words that describe character Examples from story
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A phrase is a group of words that can be used to describe how or
where action takes place.

An adverb phrase describes the action or verb.

Look in your story for 10 adverb phrases.
Write the adverb phrase and the verb under the correct heading.

Verb with adverb phrase Verb with adverb phrase
that tells HOW that tells WHERE

Example: laughed as loudly ventured into the cave
as possible
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