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Reading Comprehension









	Student’s Name: __________________

	Assignment: _____________

	Level: ________











	6   Exceptional Reader

	An enthusiastic and reflective reader who enjoys pursuing own reading interests independently, is capable of reading in all content areas, can read a wide range and variety of materials including advanced materials, able to evaluate evidence drawn from a variety of sources. Is developing critical awareness as a reader. Has control of a variety of reading strategies (context clues, inferences, conclusions, main idea, fact & opinion, sequencing) to derive meaning.




	5   Strong Reader

	A self-motivated, confident reader who pursues own interests through reading. Capable of reading in all content areas and of locating and drawing on a variety of resources to research a topic independently. Uses multiple strategies (context clues, inferences, conclusions, main idea, fact & opinion, sequencing) to derive meaning. Begins to make predictions and draw inferences from books and stories read independently.




	4   Competent Reader

	A reader who feels comfortable with books. Is generally able to read silently and is developing confidence as a reader. Selects books independently, but still needs help with unfamiliar material. Uses some strategies to derive meaning.




	3   Developing Reader

	Is developing fluency as a reader and reads some books with confidence. Usually most comfortable with reading short books with simple narrative and/or with pictures. Relies on re-reading favorite or familiar books. Needs help with reading in the content areas, especially using reference and information books. Has growing ability to use a variety of strategies to derive meaning.




	2   Emergent Reader

	Chooses to read very easy and familiar material. Has difficulty with unfamiliar material, yet is usually able to read own writing. Gaining awareness of letters and their sounds. Needs a great deal of support with reading in all content areas. Beginning to use one or more strategies when reading. Enjoys being read to and participates in shared reading.




	1   Pre-Reader

	Enjoys being read to. Looks at pictures in books but does not yet make the connection to print. Watches and listens during shared reading rather than participates. Limited knowledge of letters and sounds. Has limited experience as a reader. Prior schooling may have been limited or interrupted.
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.

Introduction
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A child’s ability to read and comprehend the written word is his touchstone to success in school and in life. The primary object of our Reading Comprehension guide is to teach the reading skills that are basic to reading fluency and understanding in all subject areas and situations. Reading is the most essential communication skill in our society. For this reason, the author has given emphasis to many of the primary building blocks of reading acquisition, such as using context clues, determining main idea, and understanding inferences.

“Reading Comprehension” emphasize important concepts and appear throughout this series. Definitions of important terms and many opportunities to practice the skills being taught also make this book user-friendly and easy to understand. In addition, the objectives used in this book are structured using Bloom’s Taxonomy of Learning to ensure educational appropriateness.

How Is Our Resource Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Reading passages and activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of our resource. The reading passages present important grade-appropriate information and concepts related to the topic. Embedded in each passage are one or more questions that ensure students understand what they have read.

For each reading passage there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapters are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension of the concepts presented in the reading passage and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the reading passage through creative and evaluative short-answer questions, research, and extension activities.

Writing Tasks are included to further develop students’ thinking skills and understanding of the concepts. The Assessment Rubric (page 4) is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to many of the activities in our resource. The Comprehension Quiz (page 48) can be used for either a follow-up review or assessment at the completion of the unit.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
• Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
• Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
• Answers for student activities






EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, assignments are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analysing, evaluating, and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

Our Reading Comprehension Book is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, interesting content, which promote creative and meaningful learning.

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary



	READING COMPREHENSION - the ability to read and understand the meaning of a text



	MAIN IDEA - most important part of a reading selection; also what the author wants you to understand or remember about the selection.



	PURPOSE FOR READING - the reason you read a text



	READING COMPREHENSION SKILLS - Choosing the main idea, sequencing, recognizing inferences and conclusions, and using context clues



	SUPPORTING DETAILS - pieces of information that tell about the main idea



	GRAPHIC ORGANIZER - a diagram, chart, or drawing showing the relationships among concepts or ideas



	FISHBONE MAP - a fish-shaped graphic organizer with the spine representing the main idea of the selection and the ribs representing the supporting details



	CONTEXT CLUES - words or phrases that can help readers understand the meaning of a new word



	SYNONYMS - words that mean the same or about the same as another word



	ANTONYMS - words that mean the opposite of another word



	DRAWING CONCLUSIONS - a sensible decision you reach based on details or facts in a story or article.



	EVIDENCE - the facts about something; proof



	INFERENCE - using clues from the text and your own knowledge and experience to figure out what the author is telling you



	“READING BETWEEN THE LINES” - making an inference



	FACT - something that is always true and can be proven



	OPINION - what someone believes or thinks. It cannot be proven true or false



	SEQUENCING - refers to putting events or actions in order



	CHRONOLOGICAL - the order in which something is done or happened



	TIMELINE - a graphic organizer that displays events or dates in the order they happened
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Main Idea

1.   Complete each sentence with the correct term.








	reading comprehension
	main idea
	purpose for reading



	reading comprehension skills




a)   The reason you read a text is the __________________ _______ _________________.

b)   The _________ _________ refers to what is most important in a paragraph or story.

c)   The ability to read and understand the meaning of a text is called __________ _________________.

d)   Choosing the main idea, sequencing, recognizing inferences and conclusions, and using context clues are all __________ ______________ __________.

2.   Read each paragraph and put an X in front of the main idea of each one.

i)   Chris loves to watch movies. When he is alone, he watches adventure movies because he likes the action in them. His favorite adventure movie of all time is “Star Wars”. Sometimes, his younger sister goes to the movie theater with him. When she is along, Chris likes to watch comedies because they make her laugh.











	 
	a)
	Chris does not like scary movies.
	 
	c)
	Chris doesn’t want his sister to tag along with him.



	 
	b)
	Chris really enjoys watching movies.
	 
	d)
	Chris only likes adventure movies




ii)   Abraham Lincoln only went to school for about eighteen months during his childhood. But young Abe loved to learn new things. He walked several miles to borrow books from a friend. Then he taught himself to read them by the light of the fire at night. He studied how things were made. He memorized poetry and recited it to his family. Learning was fun for Abraham.











	 
	a)
	Abraham Lincoln easily remembered things.
	 
	c)
	Abraham Lincoln wanted to learn as much as he could.



	 
	b)
	Abe liked to walk for miles and miles.
	 
	d)
	Abe wasn’t a very good reader.
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Main Idea


There are many skills you can use to improve your reading comprehension (the ability to read and understand the meaning of a text). One of these skills is finding the main idea. The main idea of a reading selection is its most important part. The main idea is also what the author wants you to understand or remember about the selection. Other reading comprehension skills include: sequencing, recognizing inferences and conclusions, and using context clues.

Sometimes the main idea is plainly stated in one or more sentences in the selection. At other times, you will have put all the details about the topic together and decide what the author wants you to understand about the text. Details are pieces of information that tell about the main idea. Details explain the main idea, telling who, what, when, where, why, or how. Details can describe a person, place, or thing. Details can tell the order in which events happen. And details can explain how to do something. There are several ways to find the main idea of a reading selection.
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	The Reading Watch Dog says,
“Keys to Finding the Main Idea”



	1.   The first step in finding the main idea of a text is to read the title. Titles very often include important words that will give you clues to the main idea.



	2.   Sometimes the main idea is stated in the first or last sentence of a paragraph.



	3.   If the main idea is not clearly stated, pay special attention to the details. By reading them, you should be able to decide what the author thinks is most important about the text.



	4.   Look for a word or words that are repeated several times. They are clues to the main idea of the text.



	5.   Pay attention to pictures, captions under the pictures, words in dark print, or words and phrases in italics.




Knowing how to find the main idea of a written text or a speech or story will be very helpful to you in the future. All reading tests will ask you questions about finding the main ideas of stories or reports. And listening for the main idea of a speaker’s presentation will help you remember its most important idea and the supporting details.
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Main Idea

Read the paragraphs and answer the questions by placing a check mark ([image: Images]) beside each correct choice.

1.   Dolphins are amazing animals. They are mammals, not fish. They are warm-blooded like humans. They also give birth to live babies like humans do. They like to be together. They swim in large groups called pods. Dolphins also feed and protect their young like humans. In dolphins, we can see many of our own traits.

The main idea of this story is:
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	A
	Dolphins live in the ocean
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	B
	All people like to study dolphins.
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	C
	Dolphins have many human characteristics.




2.   If you asked her, J.K. Rowling might say that trains are her lucky charms. Her parents met for the first time on a train. Also, she remembers taking many fun train trips during her childhood. Perhaps, the most important reason the famous author considers trains to be good luck is easy to see. She planned the plots of the seven Harry Potter books while she was riding a train to London, England.

The main idea of this story is:
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	A
	J.K. Rowling believes that trains are her good luck symbol.
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	B
	Writing the Harry Potter books was very hard work.
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	C
	J. K Rowling had a very happy childhood.




3.   The United States is filled with amazing places to visit. The Grand Canyon National Park has beautiful views, hot springs, and wildlife. Hawaii, our 50th state has an active volcano, thick, green forests, and the blue Pacific Ocean. Niagara Falls in New York is the second largest falls in the world. It carries millions of gallons of water from the Niagara River over the edge of the falls each day. There are thousands of other wonderful places to visit in the United States.

The main idea of this story is:
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	A
	Niagara Falls is very large.
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	B
	The United States is made up of many beautiful and exciting places.
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	C
	Hawaii is our 50th state.
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Using Graphic Organizers to Identify Main Ideas

1.   Put the letter of the correct term beside its definition:










	 A 
	graphic organizer
	 
	information that defines, explains, proves or analyzes the main idea of a selection
	 1 



	 B 
	main idea
	 
	diagrams or drawings which help you organize your ideas on paper
	 2 



	 C 
	supporting details
	 
	a fish-shaped graphic organizer with the spine representing the main idea of the selection and the ribs representing the supporting details
	 3 



	 D 
	main idea chart
	 
	a diagram showing the relationships among concepts or ideas
	 4 



	 E 
	concept map
	 
	the most important point that a writer wishes to express
	 5 



	 F 
	fishbone map
	 
	a drawing or diagram showing the main idea and the supporting details of a selection
	 6 




 


2.   Reread the following paragraph. Then use what you learn from it to fill in the following graphic organizer.
 
Dolphins are amazing animals. They are mammals, not fish. They are warm-blooded like humans. They also give birth to live babies like humans do. They like to be together. They swim in large groups called pods. Dolphins also feed and protect their young like humans. In dolphins, we can see many of our own traits.

 








	MAIN IDEA
	SUPPORTING DETAILS



	1.
	A



	B



	C



	D






There is only one main idea in this paragraph and there are at least four supporting details.
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Using Graphic Organizers to Identify Main Ideas


You have learned that the main idea of a reading selection is the most important point that a writer wishes to express. The main idea can also be what the author wants you to understand or remember about the selection. It is very important for you to be able to identify the main idea of a text so that you can understand what the writer is trying to say to you.

In addition to the main idea, you will find the author has included one or more supporting details in the selection. Supporting details are pieces of information that tell about the main idea. They define, explain, prove or analyze the main idea of a text.

An excellent way of keeping your thoughts in order as you identify the main idea and supporting details is to use a graphic organizer. A graphic organizer is a diagram or drawing which helps you list your ideas on paper. There are many types of graphic organizers to use to identify the main idea and supporting details. Some of the best ones are a main idea chart, a concept map, and a fishbone map.

Graphic Organizers for the Main Idea

A main idea chart is easy to make and use. The main idea is listed at the top of the paper in a large box. And there are three or more smaller boxes below it for the supporting details.

A concept map is another good way to identify the main idea and supporting details. There are several ways to draw a concept map. The easiest is to draw one large circle in the middle of your paper for the main idea. Then draw three or more smaller circles around the large circle for your supporting details.

A fishbone map can be more difficult to draw. Often your teacher will give you a blank organizer that looks like an outline of a fish. Inside the outline is the spinal column with several smaller ribs sticking out from it. Write the main idea on the spinal column and each supporting detail on a rib. All of these organizers will help you keep your thoughts about the main idea in order.
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Using Graphic Organizers to Identify Main Ideas

1.   Read the following selection. Then pick out the main idea and supporting details. Use them to complete the graphic organizer below.

Florida manatees are the elephant’s cousins. But there are some huge differences between them. Like the elephant, manatees are mammals. They live in the water near the coast of Florida, not on land like elephants. They do have grayish skin like an elephant. Their front flippers help them steer in the water. Their tails are big and strong instead of small and weak like the elephant’s. Unlike the very large ears of an elephant, the manatee has no outer ears at all! Elephants and manatees may be cousins, but they are not very much alike.


Main Idea Chart










	 
	MAIN IDEA
	 




 








	


	 



	Supporting Detail





	

	 



	Supporting Detail




	


	 



	Supporting Detail
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Context Clues

1.   Fill in each blank with the correct term.









	context clues
	four types
	examples
	synonyms and definitions



	antonyms and contrasts
	general knowledge




a)   ___________________ ______ ______________________ are phrases or words that mean the opposite of the new or unknown word.

b)   ________________________ _________________________ are context clues that include information about the new word that is familiar to you.

c)   There are __________ _________________ of context clues.

d)   _________________ are phrases or words that define or explain the new word.

e)   Words or phrases that can help readers understand the meaning of the new word are called ________________ _______________,

f)   A ________________ _______ ___________________ clue is another word or phrase with the same or a similar meaning as the new word.


Circle the correct answer for each question.

2.  When Maria is happy, her face is ecstatic, or filled with joy. In this statement, ecstatic probably means:








	a)   bored
	b)   joyful
	c)   unaware




3.  Her absent-minded dad loses his keys and his glasses everyday! In this statement, what does absent-minded probably mean?








	a)   forgetful
	b)   shy
	c)   intelligent




4.  Tim has so many friends in his class because he is a gregarious person. In this statement, gregarious probably means:








	a)   friendly
	b)   shy
	c)   rude
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Context Clues


Using context clues is another reading comprehension skill that can help you become a better reader. Writers often use words that are new to their readers. When this happens, the writers may include other words or phrases that can help readers understand the meaning of the new word. These words or phrases are referred to as context clues.

Context clues often appear in the sentences around the new word. By being aware of the words around unfamiliar words in your reading, you will be able to make logical guesses about the meanings of new words. There are four types of context clues. They are: 1. examples; 2. synonyms and definitions; 3. antonyms and contrasts; and 4. general knowledge.

The following table explains each kind of context clue:









	TYPE OF
CONTEXT CLUE
	DEFINITION
	SIGNALS
	EXAMPLES



	Antonym or Contrast Clue
	Phrases or words that indicate opposite
	but, in contrast, however, instead of, unlike, yet
	Unlike his quiet and low key family, Brad is raucous.



	Example Clue
	Phrases or words that define or explain
	is defined as, means, the term, [a term in boldface or italics] set off with commas
	Sedentary individuals, people who are not very active, often have diminished health.



	General Knowledge
	The meaning is derived from the experience and background knowledge of the reader; “common sense” and logic.
	the information may be something basically familiar to you
	Billy is the class showoff. He likes to have everyone’s attention all the time.



	Definition or Synonym Clue
	Another word or phrase with the same or a similar meaning is used.
	in other word, that is, also known as, sometimes called, or
	The dromedary, commonly called a camel, stores fat in its hump.
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Context Clues


Circle the correct answer for each question.

1.   I abhor spinach! Its green color makes it taste horrible to me. In this sentence, abhor probably means:








	a)   love
	b)   hate
	c)   sometimes like




2.   The classroom was in chaos, a state of disorder. In this sentence, chaos probably means:








	a)   a calm, peaceful state
	b)   time-out
	c)   confusion and mess




3.   It is crucial to win today’s game if we want to be the series champions! In this sentence, crucial probably means:








	a)   very important
	b)   not necessary
	c)   stupid




4.   Please be careful! That race is filled with hazards.
In this sentence, hazards probably means:








	a)   helpful hints
	b)   dangers
	c)   cheaters




5.   Skip’s parents are very prosperous. They own a huge house and two new cars. In this sentence, prosperous probably means:








	a)   rich
	b)   poor
	c)   religious






 








	Read the paragraph and then answer the question that follows.
 
Jack and Kim were in a precarious situation. The rocks on the hillside next to them could fall at any time. Suddenly, they felt a tremor and the ground beneath them began to shake and move. The children knew that the rocks could pummel them at any second. Just as there seemed to be no hope, a savior arrived! Their dad was driving toward them in a huge military tank!
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The Reading Watch Dog says,
“Remember, context clues
are key words and phrases
that appear in the sentences
around the new word.”








	6.   In this paragraph, precarious probably means:



	







	a)   secure
	b)   calm
	c)   dangerous
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Using Graphic Organizers to Identify Context Clues

1.   Put the letter of the correct term beside its definition:










	 A 
	graphic organizers
	 
	words that mean the opposite of the new word
	 1 



	 B 
	context clues
	 
	diagrams or drawings which help you list your ideas on paper
	 2 



	 C 
	Synonyms
	 
	words or phrases that can help readers understand the meaning of a new word.
	 3 



	 D 
	Antonyms
	 
	words that mean the same as the new word
	 4 






2.   Use the information in the following paragraph to complete the graphic organizer. You may use a dictionary after you’ve tried to complete the organizers on your own.

During a storm at sea the water is treacherous. Ships are often broken apart by the strong waves. Others have simply vanished, never to be found again. Sometimes a simple fishing trip can be fatal to passengers if a storm forms while they are at sea. Sea captains must always take precautions to keep everyone safe.

[image: Images]
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Using Graphic Organizers to Identify Context Clues


You remember that graphic organizers are diagrams or drawings which help you list your ideas on paper. You can use graphic organizers to understand and use context clues, or words or phrases that can help readers understand the meaning of a new word.

There are many kinds of graphic organizers that can help you recognize and use new words by looking at the context clues. The three that we will discuss are the Context Cluster graphic organizer, the Context Clue Chart, and the Concept Map graphic organizer. All three of these will help you figure out the meaning of the new words in your reading.

The Context Cluster tells you to write the new word in the diamond in the middle of the page. Then you should write three synonyms, words that mean the same as the new word, in the three boxes on the left side of the diamond. Next, write three antonyms, words that mean the opposite of the new word, in the three circles on the right side of the diamond. Finally, you should write a sentence using the new word correctly on the line at the bottom of the page. Remember to use a dictionary only after you’ve tried to figure out the meaning of the new word on your own!







	The Context Clue Chart is a bit different from the Context Cluster organizer. You should write the new word in the rectangle in the middle of the page. From this rectangle there are arrows pointing to a box where you’ll write the sentence where you found the word in your reading, two boxes in which you should write the context clue(s) that gave you hints to the word’s meaning, a diamond shape where you’ll write which part of speech the word is, and a rectangle for writing your own sentence using the word. Again, use the dictionary last!
	[image: Images]
The Reading Watch Dog says,
“Graphic organizers are key
diagrams or drawings which
help you list your ideas on
paper.”




	Finally, the Concept Map features a square in the middle of the page for writing the new word. Underneath the square there are larger rectangles for listing synonyms of the word, the word in a sentence, and antonyms of the word. By using these graphic organizers you are able to see all the information you know about the new word.
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Using Graphic Organizers to Identify Context Clues

1.   Read the following excerpt, or selection, from Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White (http://www.alanbrown.com/JustForKids/Previews/Preview158.html). Then choose one of the words or phrases in italics and complete the graphic organizer with it. You may use a dictionary only after you’ve tried to figure out the meaning of the word by yourself.

Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White

“Where’s Papa going with that ax?” said Fern to her mother as they were setting the table for breakfast.

“Out to the hoghouse,” replied Mrs. Arable. “Some pigs were born last night.”

“I don’t see why he needs an ax,” continued Fern, who was only eight.

“Well,” said her mother, “one of the pigs is a runt. It’s very small and weak, and it will never amount to anything. So your father has decided to do away with it.”

“Do away with it?” shrieked Fern. “You mean kill it? Just because it’s smaller than the others?”









	 
	WORD

____________________




	SYNONYMS
	USED IN A SENTENCE
	ANTONYMS



	 _______________ 
 _______________ 
 _______________ 
 _______________ 
 _______________ 
 _______________ 
 _______________ 
 _______________ 
 _______________ 
 

	 ____________________ 
 ____________________ 
 ____________________ 
 ____________________ 
 ____________________ 
 ____________________ 
 ____________________ 
 ____________________ 
 ____________________ 
 

	 _______________ 
 _______________ 
 _______________ 
 _______________ 
 _______________ 
 _______________ 
 _______________ 
 _______________ 
 _______________ 
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Drawing Conclusions

1.   Fill each blank in the following statements with the correct term(s).








	details
	drawing conclusions
	conclusion




a)   A _______________________________ is a sensible decision you reach based on details or facts in a story or article.

b)   ________________________ are a series of bits of information about the main topic of a story or reading selection.

c)   _______________________________ _________________________________ is a very important reading comprehension skill.


Place a check mark ([image: Images]) beside the best answer to each question.

2.  What conclusion can be made about the sentences below?

When Evan’s turtle died, he had trouble eating and sleeping. He wanted his turtle again.
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	A
	Evan was very happy.
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	B
	Evan was too full to eat.
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	C
	Evan was very upset because his turtle died.
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	D
	Evan was not sleepy.




3.   The most important parts of the process of drawing conclusions are:
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	A
	main idea and details
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	B
	facts and prior knowledge
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	C
	practice and skill
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Drawing Conclusions


Being able to draw conclusions from your reading is another very important reading comprehension skill to have. For instance, authors don’t always tell you the main idea of a selection. Sometimes, they suggest it through a series of small bits of information or details that add up to one main idea. They leave it to you to draw the right conclusion based on the hints you get from the story. A conclusion is a sensible decision you reach based on details or facts in a story or article.

There are four questions you can ask yourself that will help you draw conclusions as you read:


Questions to Ask Before Drawing Conclusions

1.   What facts have I learned about the subject from the story?

2.   What facts do I know about the subject from real life?

3.   How is the information I know from real life (prior knowledge) related to the story?

4.   What is my conclusion (decision) when I add all these answers together?



You can tell from the questions that the most important elements to have when you draw conclusions are the facts and prior knowledge.

Read the following paragraph and ask yourself the four questions that help you draw conclusions:







	Keith threw his pencil on the table. He had been writing for two hours and he was tired! His teacher had assigned this report three weeks ago, but he had waited until tonight to start. It was due in the morning. He knew it was no use to complain to his mom and dad. They always stood up for his teacher!
	[image: Images]
The Reading Watch Dog says,
“The key elements to have
when you draw conclusions
are the facts and prior
knowledge.”




	From this story you can tell that



	a.   Keith’s parents liked his teacher more than they liked him.



	b.   Keith’s teacher gave unfair assignments.



	c.   Keith did not plan his work wisely.



	Now, use the four questions to help you draw the right conclusion. If you chose “C”, you came to the correct conclusion. The story does not say that Keith’s parents like his teacher best. It also does not say that the teacher was unfair. The story does give you the idea that Keith did not plan his work wisely. Why? He started too late! Perhaps, you know someone who failed to plan wisely like Keith did.














	[image: Images]
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Drawing Conclusions

Read the following selections and then place a check mark ([image: Images]) by the correct answer.

1.   Jane sat nervously in the chair. She knew that it was almost her turn. As she looked at the lady in a white uniform coming toward her, she froze. She hoped that she had been using her toothbrush enough lately! Just then the lady called her name.

From this story you can tell that:








	[image: img]
	A
	Jane is at the fair.



	[image: img]
	B
	Jane is at the dentist’s office.



	[image: img]
	C
	Jane is in a movie theater.




2.   The room was filled with suitcases, an ice chest, and some travel games. Ben and Linda ran in carrying some of their favorite books. When Dad said it was time to go, everyone was thrilled! They had looked forward to this day for a long time.

From this story you can tell that:








	[image: img]
	A
	The family is going on a trip.



	[image: img]
	B
	Ben and Linda had worked hard all day.



	[image: img]
	C
	Mom is upset about the messy house.




3.   Forrest Mars was a great inventor. No, he didn’t invent a labor-saving machine or a better airplane or car. His invention was much tastier than that! Forrest noticed that soldiers were eating pieces of chocolate that had been rolled in a sugar coating to keep them from melting. He figured that kids would like the tasty treat. So his invention was born! Now it is one of the most popular kinds of candy in this country.

From this story you can tell that:








	[image: img]
	A
	Forrest Mars wanted to make life easier for soldiers.



	[image: img]
	B
	It took Forrest a long time to invent anything.



	[image: img]
	C
	Forrest had a great idea for a kind of candy.




4.   Richard Knerr and Arthur “Spud” Melin founded the Wham-O Toy Company in 1948. Their first toy was the Frisbee, a flying plastic disc. Next, they made the hula hoop which was copied from the famous Hawaiian dance. Both toys were huge successes.

From this story you can tell that:








	[image: img]
	A
	Knerr and Melin became rich men.



	[image: img]
	B
	Knerr and Melin should not have copied other people’s ideas.



	[image: img]
	C
	Toys with lots of parts are more fun.
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Using Graphic Organizers to Draw Conclusions


5.   Circle the word True if the statement is true.Circle the word False if it’ false.







	a)
	A conclusion is a sensible decision you reach based on details or facts in a story or article



	 
	True          False



	b)
	Graphic organizers are not helpful when you are reading.



	 
	True          False



	c)
	All graphic organizers are exactly the same.



	 
	True          False



	d)
	The most important elements to have when you draw conclusions are the facts and prior knowledge.



	 
	True          False



	e)
	Previous knowledge does not mean the same thing as things you already know.



	 
	True          False








6.   Read the following selection and complete the graphic organizer.

Millvina Dean passed away not long ago. She was 97 years old. Throughout her long life she was known as “the baby who survived the Titanic.” The Titanic was the largest passenger ship in the world when it first sailed in 1912. It was also known as “the unsinkable ship.” Millvina was a two-month-old baby when her family boarded the ship. On the night of April 14, 1912, the liner hit an iceberg and began to take on water. Millvina and her mother were placed on a lifeboat. Her dad stayed behind with the other men because there were not enough lifeboats for everyone. Millvina and her mom survived the long night in the little boat. But her dad drowned in the icy waters of the North Atlantic.


Drawing Conclusions from Information









	FACT
	FACT
	FACT
	FACT



	 
	 
	 
	 



	CONCLUSION
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Using Graphic Organizers to Draw Conclusions


By now you know that graphic organizers are charts, diagrams, or drawings that help you put the information you’ve learned in order. The best graphic organizers to use to draw conclusions from your reading are the Drawing Conclusions graphic organizer, the Drawing Conclusions from Information organizers, and the Conclusions Chart. Each one asks you to identify what you already know (facts or evidence), the clues you have found in the text, and your conclusions.

Keep in mind that a conclusion is a sensible decision you reach based on details or facts in a story or article. And remember also that the most important elements to have when you draw conclusions are the facts and prior knowledge.

The Drawing Conclusions organizer is arranged in three columns. Column # 1 asks you to list the clues you’ve gathered from your reading. Column # 2 asks you to list what you already know about the topic (prior knowledge), and Column # 3 asks you to list the conclusions you’ve reached.







	The Drawing Conclusions from Information organizer is arranged a little differently. It asks you to list from one to four facts about the reading selection and then to draw a conclusion from each fact. The spaces for each of the four facts are arranged in four columns with room for each conclusion that is drawn underneath each fact.
	[image: Images]
The Reading Watch Dog says,
“A conclusion is a sensible
decision you reach based on
details or facts in a story or
article”




	Finally, the Conclusions Chart asks you to list up to four statements of evidence, or facts that you have found in your reading or your own experience. These examples of evidence are listed in four charts with a large box for the conclusions that may be reached underneath the evidence columns.
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Using Graphic Organizers to Draw Conclusions

1.   Read the following passage and complete each of the graphic organizers.

Bison or buffalo are members of the cattle family. At one time, huge herds of buffalo roamed the Great Plains. They furnished the Plains Natives with food, clothes, and shelter. These Native Americans did not waste any part of the buffalo. They ate the meat and made clothes and tents from the hides and fur. They also carved buffalo horns into tools. The Natives of the Great Plains had great respect for the buffalo.











	FACT
	FACT
	FACT
	FACT



	      
	      
	      
	      



	      
	      
	      
	      



	      
	      
	      
	      



	      
	      
	      
	      



	      
	      
	      
	      



	      
	      
	      
	      



	      
	      
	      
	      



	      
	      
	      
	      



	      
	      
	      
	      



	 
	 
	 
	 



	CONCLUSION
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Making Inferences

1.   Complete each statement with a word or phrase from the box.









	“reading between the lines”
	inference
	imagination



	drawing a conclusion




a)   When you make a sensible decision based on details or facts in a story or article you are ___________ _____ _________________.

b)   Making an inference has also been called _______________ ____________ ___________ __________.

c)   Choosing the most likely explanation from the facts and hints that the author has given you is making an ______________________.

d)   When you make inferences from the material an author has written you can sometimes use your own __________________________.


Circle the correct answer for each question.

2.   Buddy and Duke are animals on Mr. Long’s farm. They spend their days eating grass and running in the pasture. Sometimes, people like to ride and gallop on them.
Which statement is probably true?







	a)
	Buddy and Duke are horses.



	b)
	Buddy and Duke are cows.



	c)
	Buddy and Duke are sheep.




3.   Shannon Miller was an active little girl. She loved to learn dance and gymnastic routines at school. She became so good at gymnastics that her parents sent her to a special school. There she could practice her exercises all the time. She dreamed of winning medals in front of huge crowds.
Which statement is probably true?







	a)
	Shannon became a teacher when she grew up.



	b)
	Shannon won several Olympic gold medals when she was a teenager.



	c)
	Shannon drove a school bus when she grew up.
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Making Inferences


Sometimes a friend will try to tell you something without coming right out and saying it. He will imply what he wants you to know by giving you hints or clues. If you understand the meaning of his clues, you infer it. Writers do this, too. Often, a writer will give you hints about the meaning of the story. Then it’s up to you to infer or figure out what the clues mean.

Making an inference also means choosing the most likely explanation from the facts and hints that the author has given you. It has also been called “reading between the lines”. For example, suppose you read the following sentences; “James licked the final square, posted it at the top corner of the envelope and dropped it in the large blue box. He hoped it would get there in time. Nobody likes a late birthday message.”

What do you think James was doing? If you said mailing a birthday card, you’re correct! You used clues such as “licked the final square”, “posted it”, “envelope”, “large blue box”, and “birthday message” to infer that James was mailing a birthday card.







	In other words, making an inference is using clues from the text and your own knowledge and experience to figure out what the author is telling you. By putting all the clues together, you are making a judgment about the meaning of the text. Making inferences allows the reader to use his imagination by reading between the lines of an author’s work. It also allows the reader to create his own meaning from the reading selection.
	[image: Images]
The Reading Watch Dog says,
“Making an inference also
means choosing the most 
likely explanation from the
facts and hints that the
author has given you.”




	Making an inference can be more complicated than drawing a conclusion. When you draw a conclusion, you make a sensible decision based on details or facts in a story or article. When you make an inference you have to add your own knowledge and judgment to what you read. Both skills are very valuable to you as you read.
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Making Inferences

Read the following selections and then place a check mark ([image: Images]) by the correct answer.

1.   Mr. Smith took his glasses out of his pocket and cleaned them. Dr. Ross, the principal, looked around at the people in the room. A few of them were still eating and talking. Mr. Smith took out his notes and waited. Just then Dr. Ross stood and tapped her water glass with her spoon. Everyone got quiet.

Which statement is probably true?








	[image: img]
	A
	Mr. Smith was going to leave.



	[image: img]
	B
	Mr. Smith was going to give a speech.



	[image: img]
	C
	Dr. Ross was going to read the group a story.




2.   Mrs. Garcia stood in front of the class with a frown on her face. She crossed her arms as she stared at them. None of the students made a sound.

Which statement is probably true?








	[image: img]
	A
	Mrs. Garcia was happy with the students.



	[image: img]
	B
	The students were crying.



	[image: img]
	C
	Mrs. Garcia was upset with the students.




3.   Bike World was a store filled with bicycles for sale. Kim had saved up his allowance for months. As he walked down the aisles, he looked at all the different bikes. He knew that he had to pick one soon. Finally, he saw one for $99. He chose it quickly and left.

Which statement is probably true








	[image: img]
	A
	Kim had plenty of money and could buy any bike he wanted.



	[image: img]
	B
	Kim had about $100 to spend.



	[image: img]
	C
	Kim’s bike was not a good one.





4.   The Holland children are gregarious. They often have parties for their friends. Sometimes, they invite people over to spend the night. At school, they are always surrounded by people.

Which statement is probably true?








	[image: img]
	A
	the Holland children are lonely



	[image: img]
	B
	the Holland children are not nice



	[image: img]
	C
	the Holland children enjoy being around other people
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Using Graphic Organizers to Make Inferences


Place a check mark ([image: Images]) beside the best answer to each question.

1.   When a writer infers the meaning of a story, he:








	[image: img]
	A
	plainly states the meaning.



	[image: img]
	B
	gives you hints or clues about the meaning of the story.



	[image: img]
	C
	hides the meaning of the story from you.




2.   An inference is:








	[image: img]
	A
	a prearranged meeting for exchange of information or a discussion.



	[image: img]
	B
	something that interferes with or delays action or progress.



	[image: img]
	C
	a judgment you make using clues from the text and your own knowledge and experience to figure out what the author is telling you.




3.   Graphic organizers are not used to:








	[image: img]
	A
	show pictures in a story.



	[image: img]
	B
	help you list your ideas on paper.



	[image: img]
	C
	classify ideas and communicate more effectively.




4.   Read the following passage and complete the graphic organizer.

Helen Keller had a bad fever when she was a small child. Afterward, she could not see or hear. Her world was dark and silent. Then a woman named Anne Sullivan came to her home. Anne taught Helen to understand an alphabet for blind people. She also taught Helen to spell with her fingers when she wanted to say something. Anne opened a whole new world for Helen. Surely, the day that Anne came into Helen’s life was a wonderful one!

Question: How do you think Helen Keller felt about Anne Sullivan?

 









	It Says...(What the text says)
	I Say...(My thoughts)
	So...(Inference)
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Using Graphic Organizers to Make Inferences


Inferring or making inferences can be defined as making a logical guess or “reading between the lines.” You make inferences when you take your own experiences and combine them with information you’ve gained from your reading. Graphic organizers can help you list what you’ve learned from the reading and what you know from real life. The sum of both bits of information is an inference.

Graphic organizers are tools that you can use to help yourself think more clearly. They may be charts or diagrams on which you list information about the reading selection. Graphic organizers are not worksheets or illustrations related to the story you’ve read.

There are many kinds of graphic organizers with many different uses. The best graphic organizers to use to make inferences include the knowledge you’ve gained from your reading, what you know from your previous experiences, and the inference you can make when you add the two together.

The Making Inferences organizer is good to use when you need to make inferences. It asks you to list what the text says in one column, what you say or think in a second column, and what you infer from both of these bits of information in a third column. Each column has an arrow that points to a box marked “Conclusions”.

The Inference Equation organizer is another excellent tool to use for making inferences. It asks you to list the clues you’ve learned from the story. Then you should add what you know from your other reading or life experiences. Finally, the organizer provides a space for you to add both of these sets of information together to state the inference you have made.

Reading Between the Lines is the last inference organizer. It has two columns which ask for details from the story and what you already know. The last column is for you to write the inference you’ve made.
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Using Graphic Organizers to Make Inferences

1.   Read the following passage and complete the graphic organizer:

Thomas Edison was a great inventor and a very smart man. When he was a boy, his teachers thought he was a slow learner. It took him a long time to figure out the answers to questions. What his teachers did not know was that Thomas was always trying to figure out how things worked!
No matter how much trouble he got into as a boy, Thomas kept on asking questions. When he grew up everyone called him a genius!

 








	Story Clues +
	What I Know =
	Inference
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Fact and Opinion

Place a check mark ([image: img]) beside the correct answer to each question.

1.   A fact is:








	[image: img]
	A
	a sense of what is right



	[image: img]
	B
	something that is always true and can be proven



	[image: img]
	C
	something that somebody does




2. An opinion is:








	[image: img]
	A
	how you or someone else feels about a particular topic and may or may not be true



	[image: img]
	B
	a plant of the lily family



	[image: img]
	C
	to prevent a bird from flying




3.   Some clue words that signal a statement might be an opinion are:








	[image: img]
	A
	here, there, everywhere



	[image: img]
	B
	today, tomorrow, now,



	[image: img]
	C
	believe, feel, like






4.   Put an “F” in front of each FACT and put an O in front of each OPINION.









	 
	 
	a)
	Tom is wearing a blue tie.



	 
	 
	b)
	Math is the easiest subject.



	 
	 
	c)
	Abraham Lincoln was President of the United States during the Civil War.



	 
	 
	d)
	I really enjoyed the baseball game last night.



	 
	 
	e)
	George Washington was the best President of the United States.



	 
	 
	f)
	Brazil is located on the continent of South America.



	 
	 
	g)
	Most people hate bees.



	 
	 
	h)
	That boy is the nicest person in the school.
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Fact and Opinion


Another good reading skill is being able to tell the difference between a fact and an opinion. A fact is something that is always true and can be proven. An opinion is how you or someone else feels about a particular topic and may or may not be true. For example, you might say that vanilla is the best-selling ice cream flavor in the United States. Is this a fact or an opinion? This statement is a fact because you can go to a reference source and prove it. Another person might say that chocolate is the best-tasting ice cream flavor in the U.S. Is this a fact or an opinion? It’s an opinion because taste is a personal decision and can change from one person to another.

Knowing the difference between a fact and an opinion will make you a better reader. A writer may often tell you what he thinks or feels. But he may not always give you the facts. It is important to be able to figure out what the writer is saying so you can form your own opinions. As you read what an author says, you should ask yourself if he is stating a fact or a personal opinion. Since the two may even be in the same sentence, you have to be able to identify each one.

A statement of fact can be proven TRUE or FALSE. A statement of opinion is what someone believes or thinks. It cannot be proven true or false. There may or may not be a good reason to think this way. You may agree or disagree with an opinion.







	
There are many types of reference materials to use when you are trying to prove that a statement is a fact. Some of the most useful are: encyclopedias, atlases, dictionaries, textbooks, history books, science books, and calendars.

Newspapers may be a mixture of fact and opinion. Some authors mix facts and opinions in their stories and books. If you see words such as “believe”, “like”, “most”, “least”, “best”, “worst”, “view”, “feeling”, and “belief”, they give you a clue that the statement might be an opinion rather than a fact.
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	The Reading Watch Dog says,
“Fact and Opinion Key
Words”
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Fact and Opinion


Read the following story and answer the questions that follow it.

The North American grizzly bear is also called a brown bear. Grizzlies live mostly in Montana, Wyoming, Idaho, Alaska, Washington and Canada. Grizzly bears are the most dangerous wild animals in this country. The grizzly bear is very strong. He can kill a human with one swipe of his claw.

A grizzly bear can weigh up to 1,800 pounds. That is about the weight of a big bull. The grizzly is able to stand on its hind feet. When he stands up he can be as tall as 12 feet high. He could reach the ceiling in your classroom. Grizzlies are certainly the most frightening animals in the forest!

Grizzlies have humps on their backs. This bear got its name from its shaggy-looking fur. A grizzly bear’s fur is brown with silver tips. I think that grizzly bears are beautiful.

Grizzly bears don’t see very well. They are attracted by the smell of an animal or object. Smelling is what the animal does the best.

Most grizzly bears like to live alone. They are active during the morning and early evening hours. Dens or caves are where grizzlies like to live. They often use rock caves and hollow trees for shelter. Grizzly bears would be fun to play with.

Grizzly bears eat insects, wild honey, grasses, roots, berries, fish, moose, elk, deer, sheep, and sometimes other bears. However, grizzly bears do not hunt humans for food.



 

Place a check mark ([image: img]) beside the correct answer to each question.

1.   How many opinions are there in the first paragraph?








	[image: img]
	A
	one



	[image: img]
	B
	two



	[image: img]
	C
	three




2.   Which of the following is an opinion?








	[image: img]
	A
	The North American grizzly bear is also called a brown bear.



	[image: img]
	B
	The grizzly bear is very strong.



	[image: img]
	C
	Grizzly bears are the most dangerous wild animals in this country.




3.   How many facts are there in the second paragraph?
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	A
	five



	[image: img]
	B
	four



	[image: img]
	C
	three




4.   “Grizzlies are certainly the most frightening animals in the forest!” is:








	[image: img]
	A
	a fact



	[image: img]
	B
	an opinion



	[image: img]
	C
	an exaggeration
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Using Graphic Organizers to Identify Fact and Opinion


1. Put an “F” in front of each FACT and put an O in front of each OPINION.









	 
	 
	a)
	Doctors recommend that you drink eight glasses of water everyday.



	 
	 
	b)
	He is the best basketball player of all time.



	 
	 
	c)
	Everyone needs to recycle newspapers and plastic bottles.



	 
	 
	d)
	Argentina is in South America.



	 
	 
	e)
	All people love to go to Disney World.






2. Read the following newspaper article and then complete the graphic organizer.

A Narrow Miss

Life was very exciting at Mills Elementary School yesterday morning. A car broke through the fence and ran into the brick wall at the front of the school. No one was injured, but all 300 of Mills School’s students had racing hearts.

The accident happened at 8:25 a.m. A nearly new SUV driven by Mr. Ken Smith slammed into the school property after Mr. Smith fell asleep at the wheel. “I’m ashamed,” Mr. Smith said. “I don’t know why I was feeling so sleepy. I must be the dumbest driver in the world!”

All the students and staff members heard the loud crashes when they happened. One student, Tim Harris, said that he thought a spaceship had crashed on the building. Others thought that a storm was coming.

All is well at Mills Elementary today. However, many students believe that yesterday’s crash was the most exciting thing that’s happened at school in a long time!








	 
	Text Details & Direct Quotes From the Text
	Explain How You Know the Details are Facts or Opinions



	Facts
	 
	 



	Opinions
	 
	 




Directions: Understanding text often involves being able to tell the difference between fact and opinion. Often writers will mix fact and opinion, and it becomes the job of the reader to sort them out. Facts are objective (i.e., they can be proven); opinions are subjective (i.e., they express a preference or bias). Use the chart above to identify both facts and opinions in a text and be sure to explain how you know the details you write down are either facts or opinions.
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Using Graphic Organizers to Identify Fact and Opinion


You have learned that facts are statements that are always true and can be proven with evidence. They do not change from person to person or from one location to the next. On the other hand, opinions express an attitude, a belief, a judgment or a conclusion. They may or may not be true and cannot be proven with evidence.

When you have to decide whether a statement is a fact or an opinion you may want to use a graphic organizer. Remember that a graphic organizer is a chart or diagram that helps you put the information you are learning in order. You can use graphic organizers to structure writing projects, to help in problem solving, decision making, studying, planning research and brainstorming.

There are several kinds of graphic organizers that can be used when you are working with facts and opinions. The first one is called the Fact and Opinion T Chart. The Fact and Opinion T Chart is shaped somewhat like the capital letter “T”. It asks you to list the title of the reading selection you are working on. Then it asks you to list the facts and opinions you find in your reading and to explain why you believe each statement is a fact or an opinion.

The next graphic organizer to use with fact and opinion is a bit different from the “T” chart. It is called the Fact and Opinion Tree Chart. This graphic organizer asks you to list the title of the selection you’re reading. Below the title you are asked to list at least two facts and two opinions that you found in the story in four separate boxes. Under each fact or opinion there is another box in which you are asked to tell why the statement is a fact or an opinion.

The last graphic organizer to use with fact and opinion is the Fact and Opinion Organizer. The Fact and Opinion Organizer is a three-columned chart which asks you to list facts in your reading selection in one column, the opinions you found in your reading selection in the second column, and what you think about each one in the third column.
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Using Graphic Organizers to Identify Fact and Opinion


1.   Put an “F” in front of each FACT and put an O in front of each OPINION.









	 
	 
	a)
	Italian is an easier language to learn than Spanish.



	 
	 
	b)
	Smoke detectors can help save lives.



	 
	 
	c)
	Soccer is a rough and tumble sport.



	 
	 
	d)
	Next year, my dad should win an award for his cooking.



	 
	 
	e)
	We all love to watch TV on Saturday nights.



	 
	 
	f)
	Dr. Ross is the best principal in this school system.



	 
	 
	g)
	The club’s next meeting is on May 20th at 8:00 p.m.



	 
	 
	h)
	Her little brother has got to be the smartest kid in school.



	 
	 
	i)
	It was colder yesterday than it was last Tuesday.



	 
	 
	j)
	Everyone likes to get lots and lots of e-mail everyday.






2.   Choose five sentences from the list above that you labeled “opinions” and rewrite them so that they state facts only.







	a)
	 



	b)
	 



	c)
	 



	d)
	 



	e)
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Sequencing

1.   Sequence the following events by putting a “1” next to what happens first, a “2” next to what happens next, etc.

 









	 
	 
	a)
	Turn out the light and go to sleep



	 
	 
	b)
	Get on the school bus to go to school



	 
	 
	c)
	Turn the alarm clock off and get out of bed



	 
	 
	d)
	Take a math test and then eat lunch



	 
	 
	e)
	Eat breakfast



	 
	 
	f)
	Put on your pajamas



	 
	 
	g)
	Get dressed for school



	 
	 
	h)
	Eat dinner with the family



	 
	 
	i)
	Look around the classroom and see who’s come to class today





 

2.   Read the following paragraph and list the events in the order that they happened. Circle the three sequencing clue words you find.

Wilbur awoke in the mud and the muck of the barn floor. He looked around to find out who had spoken to him last night. First he asked the horse if he had said anything. The horse just shook his head and chewed his hay. Next Wilbur whispered to the geese, “Did you speak to me last night?” They just looked at him funny and wobbled away. Finally, he heard a very small voice say, “Salutations!”







	a)
	Wilbur woke up in the barn.  



	b)  
	 



	c)  
	 



	d)  
	 



	e)  
	 


	f)  
	 



	g)  
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Sequencing


The final reading comprehension skill that we will study is sequencing. Sequencing refers to putting events or actions in order. Words like before and after, or first and last, tell you the order, or sequence, in which things happen. A very common type of sequencing is putting events in chronological or time order – or the order in which they happened.

Sequencing has been called the “key to successful reading” because it is a fairly easy and helpful skill to learn. Suppose someone asked you to put some scrambled letters of the alphabet in sequence. It would not be a hard task, would it? You’d only have to write the letters in the order that they’re arranged in the alphabet. Arranging scrambled numbers is also a simple job. The key is to remember the order that the numbers appear when you are counting.

You can also sequence events or actions. Many times your teacher may ask you to put the actions of the main character in sequence. You can even sequence the major events of your own life! Events in history are also fun to sequence. You may also sequence the steps of a recipe.

There are many words that signal sequence. They are shown in the graphic organizer below:
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The Reading Watch Dog says,
“These words are keys to
sequencing!”
	






	SIGNAL / TRANSITION WORDS FOR RECOGNIZING SEQUENCE



	first, second, third, etc.
	at the beginning



	finally
	prior to



	afterwards
	shortly thereafter



	while
	subsequently



	soon
	next



	simultaneously
	at the same time



	then
	following that



	when
	later



	now
	soon



	during
	at (in) the end



	the first/next/last thing
	before



	last
	after
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Sequencing


 

1.   List each sequencing clue words or phrases you find in the following paragraph. (You may use a dictionary if needed.)

In the beginning, the children were just talking while they waited at the bus stop. Later, a truck pulled up and blew its horn loudly. Next, a man jumped out and looked around. At the same time, the driver put the truck in park and stepped into the street. Simultaneously, cars began stopping. Shortly thereafter, the bus arrived and joined the line of stopped cars. Following that, the police arrived. Soon they had the man calmed down. Then they asked the driver to move his truck out of the way. When the street was clear, the line of cars moved on. Subsequently, the children got on the bus. The last thing they saw was a happy dog jump into the arms of the man.









	a)
	 
	g)
	 



	b)
	 
	h)
	 



	c)
	 
	i)
	 



	d)
	 
	j)
	 



	e)
	 
	k)
	 



	f)
	 
	l)
	 









2.   Choose one of the activities below and write all the steps you would take to do it. Be sure to put the steps in sequence.









	                        A. Making a peanut butter and jelly sandwich
                        B. Tying your shoes
                        C. Dressing your baby brother
                        D. Brushing your teeth
                        E. Making a snowman














	Title of Activity:
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Using Graphic Organizers for Sequencing










	1. Put the letter of the correct term beside its definition:



	 A 
	graphic organizer
	 
	a listing of events or dates as they happened in time
	 1 



	 B 
	sequencing
	 
	main idea, context clues, drawing conclusions, inference, fact & opinion, and sequencing
	 2 



	 C 
	timeline
	 
	refers to putting events or actions in the order they occurred
	 3 



	 D 
	chronological order
	 
	charts, diagrams, or drawings that help you put the information you’ve learned in order
	 4 



	 E 
	reading comprehension skills
	 
	a graphic organizer that displays events or dates in the order they happened
	 5 






2.   On the graphic organizer pictured below put the important events of your life in sequential order (the order in which they happened).
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Using Graphic Organizers for Sequencing


There are many kinds of graphic organizers to use when you sequence the events of a story or the steps in a process. By deciding to use a graphic organizer you will be able to arrange your thoughts more easily. One kind of organizer is called a Timeline. A timeline is defined as “a sequence of events arranged in chronological order (the order in which they happened) and displayed along a line.”

 







	[image: Images]
The Reading Watch Dog says,
“Here are some Key Tips for
Using a Timeline:”
	


TIPS FOR USING A TIMELINE
 You can use a timeline to:

1. help write a story
2. plan an event
3. recall past memories

You will need to choose the best way to organize the timeline, either by years, time of day, significant events, or some other unit of measure.










 

Another good graphic organizer to use for sequencing the events in a story is the Story Sequence Chart. The Story Sequence Chart looks like a set of stair-steps. You should write what happened first in the story on the bottom step, what happened next on the second step, etc. This organizer helps you see all the events in a story in the order they occurred.

The last sequencing graphic organizer is also used to put the steps in a process in order. It is called the “How to Make a ____________”. This graphic organizer is a series of boxes, one underneath the other. Each box is labeled with a sequence clue word such as “first”, “second”, “then”, etc… You should put the first step in the process in the first box, etc. Using graphic organizers is a great way to improve your reading comprehension skills.
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Using Graphic Organizers for Sequencing


 

1.   Use the Timeline graphic organizer to arrange the following dates of Thomas Edison's inventions in chronological order. Put the earliest date at the top.








	 
	A
	1881 – 1887: invented a system of wireless telegraphy



	 
	B
	1868: invented an automatic vote recorder for legislatures.



	 
	C
	1912: invented the talking motion picture.



	 
	D
	1879: invented a direct current generator for incandescent electric lighting



	 
	E
	1875: invented the electric pen, an early copying device



	 
	F
	1907: invented the Universal Electric Motor



	 
	G
	1915: invented the first synthetic form of carbolic acid



	 
	H
	1871: made several improvements in stock ticker technology



	 
	I
	1877: invented the phonograph



	 
	J
	1891-1900: invented a giant roller machine for breaking large masses of rock and finely crushing them.
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(Context Clues) Rewrite the following paragraph (on your own paper) using the context clues to help you figure out the nonsense words. Later you may like to write another paragraph describing the last day of school and include some nonsense words and their context clues.

Your friend Mark has moved to a new country and is learning a new language. Read what he wrote to his friend, Joe, and see if you can figure out the meaning to the underlined words.

Dear Joe,

I slept too late this morning. I had to eat my bowl of junijips very fast, and I almost missed the coldort. When I got to school, I realized I had forgotten my bicpic. Luckily, Ms. Jones is very suzzi, and told me I could bring it tomorrow.

After school, some friends and I played hickypidd. It's a new game I am learning. We scored 7 points and they only scored 5 points, so we were the namitomes!

Dad says that next weekend we're going to the blidnat. I can't wait! I love to swim and play in the sand. I hope I don't get sunburn, though.

Well, I better go to bed soon. I don't want to wake up late again and miss the school coldort! Your friend, Mark
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(Sequence Words) Revise this example using some or all of the sequence words listed in the box on page 38. The hints below will help you as you write.

I opened the package. I poured out the cake mix. I cracked open an egg. I added water. I mixed the ingredients together. I poured the mix into a pan. I baked the cake. I prepared the icing. I took the cake out of the cake pan. I spread the icing on the cake. I decorated the cake with little icing flowers and letters that said, “Happy Birthday”.



	 



	 



	 



	 



	 




• Have I used order words like first, next, then, and finally?

• Did I use a variety of transition words like however, because, also, and for instance?

• Have I shown how ideas connect from sentence to sentence?

• Does my organization make sense from paragraph to paragraph?







	[image: Images]
	 




(Fact or Opinion) Write at least two well-developed paragraphs about your favorite movie. Be sure to include at least five facts about the movie and three opinions about the movie. Underline the facts one time. Underline the opinions two times.
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(Inferences) Imagine that you are the coach of a baseball team who has just lost a big game. Write a paragraph describing how some of the players feel about losing the game. Use inferences to show how they feel. Do NOT tell how they feel!
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(Main Idea and Supporting Details) Use the following writing prompt to write an essay with one main idea and several supporting details in it.



	When I was lying in bed last night, I heard footsteps in the attic. I…
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(Drawing Conclusions) Use the following writing prompt to write a paragraph about the time you arrived at home and found no one there. Include clues that helped you draw conclusions about where your family had gone.



	I knew something had happened as soon as I walked in the kitchen door yesterday afternoon. I looked around and there was nobody there!
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Crossword
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	Word List



	antonym
chronological
conclusions
context
evidence
fact
fishbone map
graphic
inference
main idea
option
purpose
reading
sequencing
supporting
timeline









  Across    

1.   The facts about something (proof)

5.   A graphic organizer that displays events or dates in the order that they happened.

7.   Drawing ___________

9.   Something that is always true

10. The main reason you read a selection

12. ______________ details

13. ______________ Comprehension

14. The most important part of a reading Selection

15. A graphic organizer shaped like a fish (2 words)

16. A word that means the opposite of another word

  Down    

2.   Using clues from the text and your own knowledge and experience to figure out what the author is trying to say.

3.   Putting events or actions in the order they occurred.

4.   The order in which something happens

6.   _______ Organizers

8.   _______ Clues (a reading comprehension skill)

11.   What someone thinks or believes
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Word Search

Find the following key words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally and some are even backwards.










	antonym
	context clues
	fishbone map
	opinion
	synonym



	chronological
	details
	graphic
	organizer
	timeline



	comprehension
	evidence
	inference
	reading
	 



	conclusions
	fact
	main idea
	sequencing
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Comprehension Quiz







	Circle the correct answer for each question.
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1.  Proof of something is called:








	a) opinion
	b) evidence
	c) synonymous




2.  The ability to read and understand the meaning of a text is called:








	a) reading comprehension
	b) reading between the lines
	c) purpose for reading




3.  Words that mean the opposite of each other are called:








	a) antonyms
	b) synonyms
	c) participles




4.  Pieces of information that tell about the main idea are called:








	a) timelines
	b) fishbones
	c) supporting details




5.  Something that can always be proven is called a:








	a) fact
	b) fib
	c) fantasy




6.  The most important part of a reading selection is called:








	a) an inference
	b) conclusion
	c) main idea




7.  A diagram or chart that shows the relationships among concepts or ideas is called a:








	a) chronology
	b) graphic organizer
	c) scoreboard




8.  The reason you read a text is called the:








	a) purpose for reading
	b) homework assignment
	c) directions










	9.  A word that means the same or about the same as another word is called:
	[image: Images]



	







	a) a simile
	b) a synonym
	c) a metaphor









10. Words or phrases that can help readers understand the meaning of a new word are:








	a) context clues
	b) reading purposes
	c) main ideas





Put a “T” in front of each true statement and put an “F” in front of each false statement.









	 
	 
	11.   A drawing can be a graphic organizer.
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	12.   Evidence does not mean the same thing as proof.



	 
	 
	13.   A fishbone map is usually shaped like the skeleton of a fish.
	 



	 
	 
	14.   Making an inference is the same thing as “reading between the lines”.
	 



	 
	 
	15.   It is very important to have good reading comprehension skills.
	 






 

SUBTOTAL:    /15
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Comprehension Quiz







	Read the passage to answer number 16.
	[image: Images]



	On March 5, 1770, the trouble began. A group of men and boys threw snowballs at the British soldiers who were stationed in Boston. The snowballs made the soldiers angry. Finally, the soldiers began to fire their guns into the crowd. When it was over, three Americans were dead. Two others died later. The Boston Massacre became one of the reasons that Americans wanted independence from Britain.












	16.
	Which sentence is the main idea of the passage above?



	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	On March 5, 1770, the trouble began.
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	B
	A group of men and boys threw snowballs at the British soldiers who were stationed in Boston.
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	C
	The Boston Massacre became one of the reasons that Americans wanted independence from Britain.






	





	Tell whether statements 17 – 19 are FACTS or OPINIONS by circling the correct word.



	17.
	My laptop is the best computer in the world! FACT or OPINION?



	18.
	Judy Blume wrote Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing. FACT or OPINION?



	19.
	My mom makes the worst spaghetti ever! FACT or OPINION?






	








	Circle the correct answer for the following statements.



	20.
	The egret is in danger of becoming extinct because clothing makers use their long, beautiful tail feathers to make ladies’ hats. What is an egret?



	 
	a) a child
	b) a small book
	c) a large bird



	21.
	My grandmother likes to add kohlrabi, beans, zucchini and other green vegetables to her soup recipe. What is kohlrabi?



	 
	a) a type of seasoning
	b) a type of cabbage
	c) a a sweet fruit



	22.
	Like their cousins, the raccoons and possums, lemurs have long tails and big eyes. What is a lemur?



	 
	a) a small fish
	b) a fierce lion-like creature



	 
	c) a small forest animal that lives in trees and hunts at night








SUBTOTAL:    /7
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a) purpose for reading

b) main idea

c) reading comprehension

 

d) reading comprehension skills
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    1-6    

 1   C 



 2   A 



 3   F 

 

 4   E 

 5   B 

 6   D 

    2.    

Main idea

– Dolphins have many human traits.

 

Supporting Details

A. Dolphins are warm-blooded

B. Dolphins give birth to live babies

C. Dolphins like to be together in a group

D. Dolphins feed and protect their young.


	
    1.    

Main idea

Even though Florida manatees are the elephant's cousins, they are different from each other.

 

Supporting Details

A. Manatees live in water, not on land

 

B. Manatees have no outer ears at all

 

C. Manatees' tails are strong and useful

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	
    1.    

a) antonyms & contrast



b) general knowledge



c) four types



d) examples



e) context clues



f) definitions or synonyms
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b)

 

 

    3.    

a)

 

    4.    

a)
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 4   C 
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Accept any reasonable response.


	
    1.    

Accept any reasonable response.
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a) conclusion

 

b) details

 

c) drawing conclusions
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a)   T

b)   F

c)   F

d)   T

e)   F

 

 

 

 

    6.    

Accept any reasonable reply.


	
    1.    

Accept any reasonable reply.
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    1.    

a) drawing a conclusion

 

b) reading between the lines

 

c) inference

 

d) imagination
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    1.    

a) F

b) O

c) O

d) F

e) O

 

 

    2.    

Accept any reasonable answer.


	
    1.    

a) O

b) F

c) F

d) O

e) O

f) O

g) F

h) O

i) F

j) O

 

 

    2.    

Accept any reasonable response.


	
    1.    

a)  9

b)  4

c)  1

d)  6

e)  3

f)  8

g)  2

h)  7

i)  5

 

 

    2.    

a) Wilbur woke up in the barn.

b) Wilbur looked around to find who'd spoken to him the night before.

c) Wilbur first asked the horse.

d) The horse shook his head, “No”.

e) Wilbur then asked the geese.

f) The geese just looked at him.

g) He heard a small voice say, “Salutations!”


	
    1.    

a) beginning

b) later

c) next

d) at the same time

e) when

f) shortly thereafter

g) following that

h) soon

i) then

j) when

k) subsequently

l) the last thing

 

 

 

    2.    

Accept any reasonable response.
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 1   D 

 2   E 

 3   B 

 4   A 

 5   C 

 

 

    2.    

Accept any reasonable response.


	
    1.    

B

H

E

I

D

A

J

F

C

G

 

    2.    

Accept any reasonable response.
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Across

1. evidence

5. timeline

7. conclusions

9. fact

10. purpose

12. supporting

13. reading

14. main idea

15. fishbone map

16. antonym

 

 

 

Down

2. inference

3. sequencing

4. chronological

6. Graphic

8. Context

11. opinion
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Reading COMPREHENSION

e emphasize important concepts and we
m give emphasis to many of the primary

building blocks of reading including
context clues, determining main idea, and
understanding inferences. Definitions of important
terms and many opportunities to practice the skills
being taught also make our resource user-friendly and
easy to understand. In addition, the objectives used in
this book are structured using Bloom’s Taxonomy of
Learning to ensure educational appropriateness. You
will be able to teach the reading skills that are basic
to reading fluency and understanding in all subject
areas and situations. Reading is the most essential
communication skill in our society and a child’s
ability to read and comprehend the written word is
his touchstone to success in school and in life.

............ Inside You'll Find ---------...

Teacher Guide
« Information and tools for the teacher

Student Handout
« Reproducible worksheets and activities

W Hands-on Activities
 Creative ways to understand the concepts
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