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Angela’s Ashes









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates some understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a considerable understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	Content

•Information and details relevant to focus

	Elements incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements are complete; details missing

	All required elements are complete; key details contain some description

	All required elements are complete; enough description for clarity




	Style
•Effective word choice and originality
•Precise language

	Little variety in word choice.
Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice.
Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice.
Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout.
Excellent choice of words. Precise language




	Conventions
•Spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our literature kit has been designed in order to provide assistance to students in understanding the novel Angela’s Ashes. The novel provides opportunities for students to display knowledge and understanding of basic facts, communication of ideas and themes, and instances where advanced thinking can be demonstrated. Students are encouraged to use the text in order to make inferences, draw conclusions, and to develop and support hypotheses. At the highest level, students make predictions, imagine alternatives, and create their own pieces of work.

Our literature kit divides the novel by chapters and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Many of the questions stretch the student and force them to put themselves into the writer’s shoes. The novel Angela’s Ashes examines religion, education, poverty, family and alcoholism.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. (for suggestions on using the Graphic Organizers.) The Assessment Rubric  is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.









	[image: ]
	 
	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns—just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of Angela’s Ashes. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT
Frank changes a lot over the course of the novel. In the end he has left Ireland and his Catholic guilt behind and is looking ahead to a new life in America. This activity allows students to reflect upon his journey and acknowledge the significant events in his life. It can be done individually, in small groups or verbally as a class, followed by a writing exercise.
Found on Page 53.











	CHARACTER DECONSTRUCTION
The use of a first person narrator allows us to see deeply into that characters feelings and observe firsthand what is happening within the family and to that character. However, we see only his feelings; it is difficult to gauge the impact of the narrator’s behavior upon others. This activity forces the student to look at Frank from the outside and not simply accept his word as gospel. It can be done individually or in small groups. Another choice is to set up a debate between two halves of the class.
Found on Page 54.
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	STORY SUMMARY
This activity can be done as a class, in small groups or individually. If it is done as a class it may be beneficial to have small groups work independently on one aspect of the novel and then feedback to the class. For example, a group looking at plot would look at all of the actions in the novel and how they affected the main character or the overall outcome of the novel. Groups looking at character would look at every character and discuss their role. Using this method the class benefits from an in depth analysis of the novel. However, if done as an individual task, one would not expect the same depth of discussion for each part of the novel. Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

Angela’s Ashes begins in New York City, where Frank McCourt’s father — Malachy — meets his mother — Angela. After becoming pregnant, Angela’s cousins force Malachy to marry her. Malachy has trouble finding work and any money he gets he spends in the pubs. While in New York, Frank’s younger sister, Margaret, dies and his mother falls into a great depression. The cousins come to the rescue and arrange for Angela and the family to return to Ireland.

In Ireland, Malachy’s family in the North suggest he go down South, where there is more work. When they go to Southern Ireland, they struggle to get from Dublin to Limerick and have to rely on the charity and kindness of strangers. When they do arrive in Limerick, Angela’s mother is not happy to see her family back from the United States.

The family continue to live in poverty, relying on money that Malachy earns in England. Unfortunately, the family receives no money and are eventually evicted after using the wood found in the walls as kindling. Frank soon becomes the caregiver of the family, taking on many different jobs. Eventually, Frank earns enough to return to America.

Suggestions for Further Reading

[image: ]
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OTHER BOOKS BY FRANK MCCOURT

’Tis, © 1999
Yeats Is Dead, © 2001
Teacher Man, © 2005
Angela and the Baby Jesus, © 2007


OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

Charles Dickens, Oliver Twist © 1838
Victor Hugo, Les Misérables © 1862
John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath © 1939
Tony Ardizzone, In the Name of the Father © 1978
Alice Walker, The Color Purple © 1982
Chris Gardner, The Pursuit of Happyness © 2008
Suzanne Collins, The Hunger Games © 2008
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List of Vocabulary



CHAPTER 1

• loquacious • pious • pompous • bullying • drift • cacophony • bronchial • asthmatic • consumptive • croaks • galore • catarrh • stout • novenas • piety • dervish • pox • pram






CHAPTER 2

• communicants • chamber pot • cavorting • barracks • dotes • slathered • stranded • perfidy • gob • insolent • quivers • scarcity





CHAPTERS 3 TO 4

• catacomb • ineffable • galore • catechism • docket • dignity • consumption • adoration






CHAPTERS 5 TO 6

• hearth • tormented • martyr • credit • theorems • spurned





CHAPTERS 7 TO 8

• piety • affliction • prone • visions • chirping • entitles • sacrilege • torrent • baptism • denounce • penance • typhoid • clamoring • counsel • stern • fortitude • rue






CHAPTERS 9 TO 10

• munitions • blasphemy • liable • contraption • refined • cherished • ailments • sallow • cranky • notorious • sauntered





CHAPTERS 11 TO 12

• togged out • gallivanting • grousing • conceived






CHAPTERS 13 TO 14

• virgin • resplendent • pithy • heathen • defiling • idle • urchin • scarcity





CHAPTERS 15 TO 16

• pensionable • denounce • chapels • prattling • blathering • expire • succumb • revile • absolution






CHAPTERS 17 TO 19

• oozing • repentance • penance • trollop • squabbling • cavorting • glen • ledger • lavatory
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Frank McCourt
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Frank McCourt was born in Brooklyn, New York on August 19, 1930 to Irish immigrant parents. When Frank’s sister died, his father was unable to find work during the depression, so the family returned to Ireland. Frank’s father was an alcoholic and was often unemployed. When he did work, he had a tendency to drink away his wages and lose his job for missing work the next day.

When they returned to Ireland, the McCourt family lived in horrific conditions. One house they lived in had one bathroom for the entire block, and the ground floor was constantly flooded in the winter. The family often had no money for food and his mother was forced to beg for food and accept charity. The lack of food and poor living conditions contributed to the deaths of two more of Frank’s siblings. McCourt nearly died himself of typhoid fever when he was 11 years old. To help feed his family, Frank took a job at the Post Office.

When Frank was 19, he set sail for America. Frank moved to New York City where he worked at various jobs until he was drafted into the United States Army. Frank fought in the Korean War and then qualified as a teacher upon his return home. Frank became a very successful teacher and taught at some of New York’s most prestigious schools.

After retiring from teaching, Frank and his brother — Malachy — performed their two-man musical show, “A Couple of Blaguards,” which highlights their childhoods in Ireland. In his review, Albert Williams described it as “the absurdities of growing up under the thumb of the maternal trinity — Mother McCourt, Mother Church and Mother Ireland.” Following the success of the show, Frank decided to write his memoirs, describing his upbringing in Limerick. Frank McCourt died on July 19, 2009 at the age of 78.
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•   Other than his job at the Post Office, Frank also delivered the Irish Times and had part-time work writing threatening letters for a local money lender.

•   The musical show Frank performed with his brother was originally to be a two-week stint, but turned into an eight-month performance.

•   The novel Angela’s Ashes was followed by ’Tis, which starts where the previous novel left off, and Teacher Man, which chronicles his time as a teacher.











	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter One

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	The story opens with the narrator saying “my father and mother should have stayed in New York where they met and married and I was born.” What do you think this is foreshadowing?



	




	 




	 




	2.
	Frank McCourt says “worse than the ordinary miserable childhood is the miserable Irish childhood and worse yet is the miserable Irish Catholic childhood.” What do you expect the story to be about?
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word(s).















	loquacious

	pompous

	drifted

	cacophony




	cgalore

	cdervish

	cpox

	cpram














	 

	1.

	The pushchair had a wobbly wheel.




	 

	2.

	He was garrulous and friendly but a heavy drinker.




	 

	3.

	There was an abundance of food at the feast of St. Stephen.




	 

	4.

	He placed a curse upon both of their houses.




	 

	5.

	The teacher was pretentious; he believed that just because he had a university education, he was better than the others.




	 

	6.

	The water glided along the River Shannon.




	 

	7.

	There was an orchestra of noise from the playground.




	 

	8.

	She ran at him with the passion and anger of a medieval warrior.
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Chapter One









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	
	a)
	The rain in Limerick caused....
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	A
	a cacophony of hacking coughs.
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	B
	bronchial rattles.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	asthmatic wheezes.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	consumptive croaks.
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	E
	All of the above.



	
	b)
	To ease the catarrh you...



	
	[image: ]
	A
	made a paste of boiled flour and nettles.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	boiled onions in milk and blackened them with pepper.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	spit in the eye of the person.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	drank stout with raw eggs.



	
	c)
	Which of the following is true?
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	A
	Angela arrived in New York just before Christmas.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	Malachy was in jail for stealing a truck filled with pork and beans.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	Malachy and John hijacked a truck containing buttons.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	Angela and Malachy never consummated their relationship until they were married.



	
	d)
	Young Malachy is accused of swearing because...
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	A
	he has a father from the North.
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	B
	he is from the North.
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	C
	he is a Protestant.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	he is adopted.



	
	e)
	Tommy Flynn said that...



	
	[image: ]
	A
	Margaret could not be buried in consecrated ground.
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	B
	Malachy buried him in the churchyard.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	Malachy sold the baby to be used for medical research.
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	D
	the baby did not die.
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Chapter One

Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.







	1.
	How did Uncle Pat end up “soft in the head”?



	




	 




	2.
	What were the consequences of this action?



	




	 




	 




	3.
	How did Angela get her name?



	




	 




	4.
	Why does Frank get mad at Malachy telling the story of Cuchulain to Freddie Leibowitz?



	




	 




	5.
	What causes Frank to wish that Mrs. Leibowitz and Minnie were his mothers?



	




	 




	6.
	With evidence from the text, find examples of the North/South divide and the prejudice that occurs between Northern and Southern Ireland. Answer in point form but provide full citations.
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	How would you feel if you had an alcoholic father who drank away the food money, and woke you up in the middle of the night? In your journal entry, describe your feelings about this father figure.
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Chapter Two

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	At the end of Chapter 1, Frank and his family are moving back to Ireland. Do you think life will be better for them over there? Why or why not?



	




	 




	2.
	Frank’s mother lost her only daughter Margaret. How do you think she will cope with this loss? What would you do if you were in her position?
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.














	 1 
	communicants
	 
	not many
	 A



	 2 
	chamber pot
	 
	shakes
	 B



	 3 
	cavorting
	 
	loves
	 C 


	 4 
	barracks
	 
	marooned
	 D 


	 5 
	dotes
	 
	garrison
	 E 


	 6 
	slathered
	 
	commode
	 F 


	 7 
	stranded
	 
	treachery
	 G 


	 8 
	perfidy
	 
	rude
	 H 


	 9 
	gob
	 
	mouth
	 I 


	 10 
	insolent
	 
	plastered with
	 J 


	 11 
	quivers
	 
	dancing
	 K 


	 12 
	scarcity
	 
	people who attend church
	 L 
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Chapter Two











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	
	T
	F
	a)
	Lough Neagh is Ireland’s largest lake.


	
	T
	F
	b)
	If Angela says Pop, she is in a good mood; and if she says Father, she is in a bad mood.



	
	T
	F
	c)
	Malachy gets money from the IRA.



	
	T
	F
	d)
	It’s not easy for Malachy to get a job because he has a Northern accent.


	
	T
	F
	e)
	Mrs. McGrath tries to cheat Angela out of some food.


	
	T
	F
	f)
	No one speaks to Tom’s wife because she is from the North.











	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  7  in the order they occurred in this chapter.
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	a)
	The family are given money to travel to Dublin.


	 
	[image: ]
	b)
	The IRA denies Malachy money.


	 
	[image: ]
	c)
	The family arrives in Northern Ireland.


	 
	[image: ]
	d)
	They move to Hartsonge Street.


	 
	[image: ]
	e)
	They get their own place on Windmill Street.


	 
	[image: ]
	f)
	The guards raise money and send them to Limerick.


	 
	[image: ]
	g)
	Oliver gets sick.
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Chapter Two

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What does it mean that there were a “scarcity of gray hairs” in Limerick?



	




	 




	2.
	What does Mr. Haggerty mean when he says “we’re not handing out money to support the Guiness family”?



	




	 




	3.
	How do they get from Dublin to Limerick?



	




	 




	 




	4.
	In Chapter 2, we meet Angela’s mother. Describe your initial impression of her.



	




	 




	 




	5.
	Why was the family happy, even though there were six of them in one bed?



	




	 




	6.
	Using evidence from the text, describe Uncle Pat.
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	In this chapter we learn of the many reasons that one can receive the cane. What do you think school would be like if the cane or other capital punishment still existed? In your journal entry, compare how school is now to how it was back then. Be sure to describe your experiences.
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Chapters Three to Four

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	How do you think Frank feels about his father? Do you think he still loves him?



	




	 




	 




	2.
	There’s a saying “you can pick your friends but you can’t pick your family.” If you were Frank, how would you feel about the family you were born into?
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.













	catacomb

	ineffable

	galore

	catechism




	docket

	dignity

	consumption

	adoration











	1.

	Angela is given a __________________, which she can present to the second-hand furniture store so she can get a new bed.




	2.

	They may be poor but they still have their __________________ .




	3.

	Nobody in the whole school came from a class that had money __________________.




	4.

	The Confirmation __________________ is a book, which helps young Catholics prepare for their confirmation and first communion.




	5.

	The boys believe that __________________ is spread through spit.




	6.

	A __________________ is an underground burial site. It was widely believed that the Christians used to hide there to be safe from the Romans.




	7.

	It is impossible to describe God in words; therefore he is __________________.




	8.

	He closed his eyes in __________________ because he loved her so much.
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Chapters Three to Four








	1.

	Complete each sentence with a word(s) from the chapters.




	
	a)

	Mikey’s father always calls him ___________________.




	
	b)

	The man gives them a ___________________ for two tables, two chairs and two beds.




	
	c)

	If Malachy has a pint or two he sings Roddy McCorley: if he has a lot of pints he sings ___________________.




	
	d)

	Dad always wears a shirt and tie and refuses to carry things because he wants to maintain his ___________________.




	
	e)

	For Christmas dinner they’d like to have a ham or a goose but they have to eat ___________________.




	
	f)

	When the teacher threatens them with the cane he says “the ________________ will whistle through the air.”




	
	g)

	Dad says that the men of Limerick are known for ___________________ with the Saxons.




	
	h)

	They call the upstairs of the house ___________________ and the downstairs ___________________.




	
	i)

	Mam says it was disease and __________________, which caused the children to die.




	
	j)

	The ___________________ has all the questions and answers you need to know for confirmation.




	
	k)

	Mikey’s father, Peter, is the ___________________ of all pint drinkers.




	
	l)

	Paddy Clohessy has no shoes on his feet and his head is shaved to keep the ___________________ away.




	
	m)

	Last rites are also known as the ___________________.




	
	n)

	Mikey creates a ___________________ so that Frank can get into the cinema.
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Chapters Three to Four

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why do they feel rich when they move to the new place on Roden Lane?



	




	 




	2.
	How does the reality of their poverty come crashing down around them?



	




	 




	 




	3.
	How can the kids and Angela tell how Dad’s day at work went?



	




	 




	4.
	Name some of the ways Dad says a man can lose his dignity.



	




	 




	 




	5.
	Why is having rubber tire shoes worse than being barefoot?



	




	 




	6.
	Why does Mikey’s mother go on a mad baking spree before she goes to the asylum?
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	Angela is depressed at the loss of her child. In your journal entry, describe a time when you have felt sad or depressed.
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Chapters Five to Six

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	What qualities does Frank have that will help him to grow up to be a good person?



	




	 




	 




	2.
	Do you believe that it will be possible for Frank to grow up and be a successful person?



	




	 




	 








[image: ] Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.










	1.
	Limerick town has no happier hearth than the one mam shares with the man from the North.



	 
	a) fire
	b) home
	c) heart
	d) church



	2.
	He was tormented by the sight of his dead wife’s memory.



	 
	a) pleased
	b) tortured
	c) teased
	d) demented



	3.
	Mam was a martyr for the cigarettes.



	 
	a) sacrifice
	b) victim
	c) believer
	d) sufferer



	4.
	Frank will become a powerful Irish dancer and a credit to his family.



	 
	a) acclaim
	b) praise
	c) accolade
	d) disrepute



	5.
	Euclid and Newton both had many theorems published.



	 
	a) propositions
	b) hypothesis
	c) words
	d) ideas



	6.
	The young woman spurned his advances.



	 
	a) accepted
	b) enjoyed
	c) rebuffed
	d) despised
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Chapters Five to Six







	1.
	Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.




People in families in the lanes of a have their ways of not talking to each other and it takes years of b. There are people who don’t talk to each other because their c were on d sides in the Civil War in 1922. If a man goes off and joins the e army, his family might as well move to a different part of Limerick, where there are f with men in the English army. If anyone in your family was the least bit g toward the English in the last eight hundred years, it will be brought up and thrown in your h and you might as well move to i where no one cares. There are families that are j of themselves because their k gave up their religion for the sake of a l of Protestant m during the Famine, and those families are forever known as n. It’s a terrible thing to be a ‘souper’ because you are doomed forever to the ‘souper’ part of hell. It’s even worse to be an o. The master at school said that every time the p were about to demolish the English in a fair fight, a filthy informer betrayed them. A man who’s discovered to be an informer deserves to be q or, even worse, to have no one talk to him, for if no-one talks to you, you’re better off hanging from the end of a rope.









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Five to Six

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What’s wrong with smoking?



	




	 




	2.
	How does Frank’s father lose his jobs?



	




	 




	3.
	Why does Frank’s mother tell him that he might as well go out and play?



	




	 




	4.
	What does the author think of the educational system?



	




	 




	5.
	Why is there no use in saying anything in the schoolyard?



	




	 




	6.
	Why isn’t Frank allowed at Arthur’s Quay?



	




	 




	7.
	Why does Angela cry when she sees Mr. Clohessy?



	




	 















	[image: ]

	 
	Frank says “Ah. Mam, sure you don’t have to send me to dancing school when you could be smoking a nice Woodbine and having a cup of tea.” Have you ever tried to manipulate your parents? In your journal entry, describe a time when you tried to convince your parents of something. Were you successful?
















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seven to Eight

Answer the question in a complete sentence.







	1.
	How would you feel if you were Frank and people around you were always insulting people from the North?



	




	 














	







	[image: ]



	affliction
chirping
clamoring
counsel
denounce
entitles
fortitude
penance
piety
prone
rue
sacrilege
shoes
stern
stop
torrent
typhoid
visions






	   
	
[image: ]














	Across
	Down
	


	1. Religious devotion and devoutness.

5. An illness or disease.

7. Seeing things.

8. Predisposed to certain afflictions.

9. Yipping your yap or talking like a bird.


	
12. Desecration of something sacred.

13. Authorizes.

14. A volley of abuse or a heavy rain.

15. To openly condemn as evil.


	
1. The voluntary price one pays for a sin.

2. A very serious disease brought on by bacteria.

3. Making complaints.

4. To desist.


	
6. The boys had tires on the bottom of these.

9. To advise.

10. Strength of character and health.

11. To strongly regret.

12. Strict.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seven to Eight









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	
	a)
	What job does Frank get while helping Uncle Pat deliver newspapers?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	Delivering coal.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	Working as a delivery boy.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	Writing letters.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	Reading.



	
	b)
	What belief system does Mr. Timoney follow?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	Catholicism



	
	[image: ]
	B
	Protestantism



	
	[image: ]
	C
	Hinduism



	
	[image: ]
	D
	Buddhism



	
	c)
	Why can’t Frank die for the faith?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	His mom won’t let him.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	He’s a Protestant.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	He’s already booked in to die for Ireland.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	None of the above.



	
	d)
	What disease does Frank have?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	Lupus



	
	[image: ]
	B
	Typhoid



	
	[image: ]
	C
	The Black Plague



	
	[image: ]
	D
	Dysentery



	
	e)
	How does Seamus get into trouble?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	Singing.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	Allowing patients to speak.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	Calling patients by their names.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	Reading to the patients.



	
	f)
	What does Seamus say would happen to men who didn’t eat their egg?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	They’d be hanged.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	They’d be shipped off to the insane asylum.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	Their wives would leave them.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	All of the above.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seven to Eight

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What is the bad thing that Frank’s father does?



	




	 




	2.
	Why does Frank feel sorry for the Protestant girls?



	




	 




	3.
	Why does Frank’s mother say “what’s the use of fighting the English for centuries if we are going to call our children Ronald”?



	




	 




	4.
	Describe Grandma’s views on babies, baptism and Protestants.



	




	 




	 




	5.
	How does the nurse describe the way the English treated the Irish during The Famine?



	




	 




	6.
	What valuable lesson did Mr. Halloran teach Frank and the boys?



	




	 




	 















	[image: ]

	 
	Frank writes a piece about what it would have been like if Jesus had grown up in Ireland. In your journal entry, write a short piece about what it would be like if Jesus (or another historical figure) grew up in your own hometown.















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Nine to Ten

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	There are many dangers in Frank’s life. In the last chapter we saw rats, flies and fleas all cause concern. How can Frank protect himself from these and the other dangers, which are present in his life?



	




	 




	 




	2.
	Think of a time that you were aware of some dangers. What did you do to protect yourself?



	




	 




	 














	[image: ]

	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.













	munitions

	blasphemy

	contraption

	cherished




	ailments

	sallow

	notorious

	sauntered











	1.
	There was lots of work for both men and women in the __________________ factory.



	2.
	The waiting room was full with people complaining about their __________________.



	3.
	To take the Lord’s name in vain is known as __________________.



	4.
	His father is __________________ for drinking away his wages.



	5.
	The criminal __________________ down the street, trying to look innocent.



	6.
	The pram was quite the __________________. Its front wheels were taken from another broken pram.



	7.
	The babies were __________________ by the family.



	8.
	His skin had the __________________ look of a man who spent too much time indoors.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Nine to Ten











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Mam says you can tell the neighbors aren’t used to having anything because they brag about everything they have.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	When they go to see off Dad, all of the prams have one baby in each of them.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	The men do not drink before the journey to England.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	The women laugh at Mr. Kane’s and Mr. Coffey’s jokes because if they don’t, they may not get the assistance they need.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Malachy gets into trouble in England because he insults the royal family.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	The first thing Frank steals is bread.



	 
	T
	F
	g)
	It’s Guard Dennehy’s job to see that all the boys attend school.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  8  in the order they occurred in these chapters.












	 
	[image: ]
	a)
	Malachy goes to work in England.



	 
	[image: ]
	b)
	The family go to stay with Aunt Aggie.



	 
	[image: ]
	c)
	The neighbors brag about the food they have.



	 
	[image: ]
	d)
	Frank steals the bread and lemonade.



	 
	[image: ]
	e)
	Angela has to go to the Dispensary for public assistance.



	 
	[image: ]
	f)
	The children go begging for coal.



	 
	[image: ]
	g)
	The guard sends Frank to get Grandma and Aunt Aggie.



	 
	[image: ]
	h)
	Frank sees his mother begging.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Nine to Ten

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What is the cause of the wealth in Ireland?



	




	 




	2.
	According to Frank, if heaven had a taste what would it be?



	




	 




	3.
	Why does Angela say their troubles are over?



	




	 




	4.
	Explain the meaning of the following phrase “better an English accent than an empty belly.”



	




	 




	5.
	What do you think is going through Angela’s mind as she stares into the ashes?



	




	 




	6.
	Why doesn’t Mrs. Meagher go to mass on a Sunday?



	




	 




	7.
	Who is Frank reunited with at the hospital?



	




	 















	[image: ]

	 
	What is the most embarrassing thing you have had happen in relation to your family? In your journal entry, describe a time when your family was embarrassed, or when your family embarrassed you. If you can’t think of anything, make up an embarrassing scenario.















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eleven to Twelve

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	At the end of Chapter 10, Frank sees his mother begging. How would this make you feel? What would you do?



	




	 




	 




	2.
	Guard Dennehy says that Frank has a promising future as both a father and an outlaw. What do you think will happen to Frank?



	




	 




	 




	 








[image: ] Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word(s) in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.










	1.
	The boys were togged out in their football kits.



	 
	a) shining
	b) respectable
	c) dressed
	d) skillful



	2.
	The child was born out of wedlock.



	 
	a) a martyr
	b) illegitimate
	c) in limbo
	d) unbaptized



	3.
	He was gallivanting all over Europe.



	 
	a) rambling
	b) working
	c) traveling
	d) begging



	4.
	His mother told him to quit his grousing or he’d get a thick ear.



	 
	a) debating
	b) arguing
	c) playing
	d) complaining



	5.
	My friends said I should get a “Made in England” tattoo because that is where I came from.



	 
	a) born
	b) conceived
	c) built
	d) matured














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eleven to Twelve







	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word(s) from the chapters.



	a)
	The team were called The ____________________________________.



	b)
	Peter becomes the champion of ____________________________________.



	c)
	A hand cart would cost Mr. Hammond ____________________________________ wages.



	d)
	Dozens of Leamy’s boys were committing the sin of ____________________________________.



	e)
	The last thing Mam needs is a ____________________________________ stumbling around the streets of Limerick.



	f)
	Malachy says that if he had another ____________________________________ he’d give it to Frank for his sore eyes.













	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.











	conceived

	boulevards

	communicant




	excitement

	gallivanting











	a)
	Frank was __________________ five months before his parents were married.



	b)
	Mikey calls sex the __________________ .



	c)
	When Frank listens to the radio, he imagines people strolling on __________________.



	d)
	Laman’s mother didn’t want him __________________ to Spain to fight for Franco.



	e)
	The rent man says his mother is a daily __________________ at the Franciscan church.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eleven to Twelve

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why doesn’t Mikey have fits anymore?



	




	 




	2.
	Why won’t Peter let Mikey have lots of pints?



	




	 




	3.
	The novel offers a ray of hope in a scene of misery. What is this ray of hope and how does it come about?



	




	 




	 




	4.
	What simple, yet sublime pleasure does Frank experience?



	




	 




	5.
	What advice does Mr. Hammond give Frank?



	




	 




	 




	6.
	How is Frank’s shirt a symbol of poverty?



	




	 















	[image: ]

	 
	Frank scores the winning goal in a game and experiences pure joy. Have you ever had a moment of accomplishment when you felt a surreal pleasure? In your journal entry, describe the event and the moment in which you felt accomplishment. Use very creative and descriptive vocabulary.















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Thirteen to Fourteen

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	At the end of Chapter 12, Frank bluntly details the troubles of his family. Does he appear cold about the deaths of family members and children entering orphanages?



	




	 




	 




	2.
	At the start of Chapter 13, we learn that there is to be a cycling trip. Do you think that Frank will go? Why or why not?



	




	 














	[image: ]

	Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure that the meaning of each word is clear in your sentence.





Virgin

 

Resplendent

 

Pithy

 

Heathen

 

Defiling

 

Idle

 

Urchin

 

Scarcity

 











	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Thirteen to Fourteen







	1.
	Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word(s) from the chapters.




The best time to ask him for anything is a when he’s in a good mood after his night of b and his c. He brings home the same dinner in his d pockets, a big steak dripping e, four potatoes, an onion and a bottle of f. g boils the potatoes and fries the steak with sliced onion. He keeps his h on, sits at the table and eats the steak out of his hands. The grease and blood roll down his i and onto his overcoat where he wipes his j. He drinks his stout and laughs that there’s nothing like a k on a Friday night and if it’s the worst l he ever commits he’ll m to heaven body and soul.







	2.
	Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:










	
a)Frank reads about:

[image: ]  AJim Casy.

[image: ]  Bthe English.

[image: ]  Csaints.

[image: ]  Dpopes.

c)The church slammed the door when:

[image: ]  AFrank tries to go to school.

[image: ]  BFrank wants to be an altar boy.

[image: ]  CMam begs for food.

[image: ]  Dboth A and B.

e)Why does Frank think his mother stays upstairs with Laman?

[image: ]  AShe is too tired to climb downstairs.

[image: ]  BShe likes the company.

[image: ]  CShe’s having the excitement.

[image: ]  DShe has no choice.


	
b)Happy O’Halloran reads a poem called:

[image: ]  AAngela’s Ashes.

[image: ]  BOde to Limerick.

[image: ]  CSaints.

[image: ]  DThe Deserted Village.

d)The doctor will not sign a letter of approval for Frank to join the French Foreign Legion because:

[image: ]  Ahe’s only 13.

[image: ]  Bcamels are nasty creatures.

[image: ]  Cit will be bad for his eyes.

[image: ]  Dall of the above.

f)What does Frank say he’ll do when he gets a job with the Post Office?

[image: ]  AHe’ll buy Michael shoes.

[image: ]  BHe’ll give him an egg.

[image: ]  CHe’ll buy him fish and chips.

[image: ]  DAll of the above.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Thirteen to Fourteen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	How does Frank earn the privilege to borrow the bicycle?



	




	 




	2.
	Why does Angela stare at the ashes when Frank empties the chamber pot?



	




	 




	 




	3.
	Why does the librarian write a note about Frank?



	




	 




	4.
	Why is Mr. Halloran upset?



	




	 




	 




	5.
	Why does Laman hit Frank?



	




	 




	6.
	What excuse does Frank give for being at his Grandma’s house?



	




	 















	[image: ]

	 
	In your journal entry, describe how you would feel if one of your parents was with a person you hated.















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Fifteen to Sixteen

Answer the question in a complete sentence.







	1.
	In the upcoming chapter, Frank is about to start his first job as a man. What are some of the problems he may acquire? What strategies do you think he could use to overcome these problems?



	




	 




	 




	 




	 




	 




	 




	 














	[image: ]

	 




Circle the word that does not belong in each group.










	1.
	a) respectable
	b) pensionable
	c) reputable
	d) suitable



	2.
	a) denounce
	b) condemn
	c) criticize
	d) approve



	3.
	a) chapels
	b) churches
	c) shops
	d) synagogues



	4.
	a) prattling
	b) nattering
	c) blathering
	d) sobbing



	5.
	a) breathe
	b) perish
	c) expire
	d) succumb



	6.
	a) loathe
	b) despise
	c) revile
	d) abuse



	7.
	a) punish
	b) absolution
	c) pardon
	d) forgiveness














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Fifteen to Sixteen









	1.
	Put a check mark (✓) next to the answer that is most correct.



	
	a)
	Why is it hard for Frank to sleep?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	Because he is starting to become a man.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	Because it is noisy outside.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	Because he is wearing his grandmother’s dress.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	Because he is excited about starting his new job.



	
	b)
	What does Mrs. Clohessy say to Frank?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	That she has seen his mother in the Dispensary.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	His mother looks worse than ever.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	Frank’s eyes look terrible.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	All of the above.



	
	c)
	Who doesn’t tip?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	clerks



	
	[image: ]
	B
	widows



	
	[image: ]
	C
	Protestant minister’s wives



	
	[image: ]
	D
	the poor



	
	d)
	Why do women yell “gardyloo?”



	
	[image: ]
	A
	To challenge people to a duel.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	To warn people that they are emptying their slop buckets.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	To let people know the telegram boy is here.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	To fight off evil spirits.



	
	e)
	Why does Frank like the country telegrams?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	He enjoys getting out of the city.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	The tips are good.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	He likes the exercise.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	It reminds him of his father.



	
	f)
	What does Frank do when he’s finished delivering the telegrams?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	He goes to the ancient monastery graveyard.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	He looks at the River Shannon.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	He dreams of America.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	All of the above.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Fifteen to Sixteen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What does Christy Wallace say about Protestants?



	




	 




	 




	2.
	What does Frank want to do with the man from the Boer War?



	




	 




	3.
	What does Mrs. Spillane say about priests and nuns?



	




	 




	 




	4.
	What is Uncle Pa’s advice to Frank?



	




	 




	5.
	Why do they give Frank the Carmody telegram?



	




	 




	6.
	Why does Frank try to baptize Mrs. Harrington?



	




	 















	[image: ]

	 
	In your journal entry, describe the first job you ever had. What did you do? How did you feel when you first started there? If you’ve never had a job, describe how you think you would feel.















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seventeen to Nineteen

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	At the end of Chapter 15, Frank says he’s down the stairs and on to the next part of his life. What do you think the next part of his life will bring?



	




	 




	 




	2.
	Predict how the book will end.



	




	 




	 














	[image: ]

	Choose a word from the list that means the same as the underlined word(s).













	oozing

	repentance

	penance

	trollop




	squabbling

	cavorting

	ledger

	lavatory












	 

	1.

	He drank a lot of water and now he needs to go to the bathroom.




	 

	2.

	The pus was seeping out of the corners of his eyes.




	 

	3.

	She kept a detailed balance sheet.




	 

	4.

	He felt a certain amount of contrition over the way he had treated Theresa.




	 

	5.

	The people on the chamber pots always seemed to be frolicking in a glen.




	 

	6.

	He would have to make atonement for his sins.




	 

	7.

	He felt his girlfriend was acting like a floozy.




	 

	8.

	The brothers were arguing with each other over the littlest of things.















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seventeen to Nineteen











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Mikey’s father takes Frank out for his first pint.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Frank says he wants to buy Uncle Pa a pint.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	The Jesuit brother treats Frank with kindness.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Angela says that Frank is acting like his father.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Eamon and Peter smoke cigarettes.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Gerry believes his girl has been faithful.



	 
	T
	F
	g)
	“Up the pole” means having sex.



	 
	T
	F
	h)
	Frank writes nice letters to people for Mrs. Finucane.













	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  7  in the order they occurred in these chapters.












	 
	[image: ]
	a)
	Malachy goes to England to work in a boarding school.



	 
	[image: ]
	b)
	Frank goes for his first pint.



	 
	[image: ]
	c)
	Frank sails for America.



	 
	[image: ]
	d)
	Frank gets sick.



	 
	[image: ]
	e)
	Frank hits his mother.



	 
	[image: ]
	f)
	Frank starts work at Easons.



	 
	[image: ]
	g)
	Mrs. Finucane dies.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seventeen to Nineteen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why doesn’t Frank think he is too good for the Post Office?



	




	 




	2.
	What toast does Uncle Pa give Frank?



	




	 




	3.
	Why does Frank hit his mother?



	




	 




	4.
	What does Frank say to St. Francis?



	




	 




	5.
	Why is Frank so happy after his confession?



	




	 




	6.
	Why do they have to tear out page 16 from every London Weekly?



	




	 




	7.
	Why does Frank think he should have stayed?



	




	 















	[image: ]

	 
	In your journal entry, write about a country that you either visited or would like to visit?















	 
	[image: ]




Chapter 1

Tone

The first page of the story sets the tone of the novel. McCourt says “When I look back on my childhood I wonder how I survived it at all. It was, of course, a miserable childhood: the happy childhood is hardly worth your while. Worse than the ordinary miserable childhood is the miserable Irish childhood and worse yet is the miserable Irish catholic childhood. People everywhere brag and whimper about the woes of their early years, but nothing can compare with the Irish version: the poverty; the shiftless loquacious alcoholic father; the pious defeated mother moaning by the fire; pompous priests; bullying schoolmasters; the English and the terrible things they did to us for 800 years.”

What kind of tone does this quotation set for the novel? What kinds of events does this quotation precipitate?









	 
	[image: ]




Chapters 2 to 3

First Person Narrator

The use of the first person narrator is a literary device, which gives the viewpoint of one actor in the story. What are the advantages of using this particular device? What are the advantages and disadvantages of choosing young Frank to be the narrator of this tale?









	[image: ]
	 




Chapters 4 to 7

Frank’s Relationship with his Father

In Chapter 7 Frank talks about his relationship with his father. He says “I know when Dad does the bad thing. I know when he drinks the dole money and Mam is desperate and has to beg at the St. Vincent de Paul Society and ask for credit at Kathleen O’Connell’s shop but I don’t want to back away from him and run to Mam. How can I do that when I’m up early with him and the whole worlds asleep?” Frank goes on to say “my father is like the Holy Trinity with three people in him, the one in the morning with the paper, the one at night with the stories and the prayers, and the one who does the bad thing and comes home with the smell of whiskey and wants us to die for Ireland.”

How does Malachy’s drinking impact upon the family? Describe Frank’s relationship with his father and his relationship with his mother.









	[image: ]
	 




Chapters 8 to 12

Frank’s Relationship with Religion

Describe Frank’s religious experiences and feelings and describe how they change throughout the course of the novel.









	 
	[image: ]




Chapters 12 to 17

Comic Strip

Choose a scene from the book and produce a comic strip. The storyboard should be at least 12 frames long. Write a short summary of the scene and explain why this scene is significant. Now produce a second storyboard of the same scene only with a different outcome. How would this change the course of the novel?









	 
	[image: ]




Chapters 18 to 19

Choose an Ending

At the end of the novel Frank says “I’m sure I’m in a film, that it will end and the lights will come up in the Lyric Cinema.” Frank is of course beginning a new chapter in his life. Write the next chapter of Frank’s life. What do you think will happen to him? Are there any clues at the end of the book?









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are written backwards.










	loquacious

	barracks

	catechism

	virgin




	pious

	dotes

	dignity

	pithy




	bronchial

	trollop

	hearth

	heathen




	croaks

	slathered

	martyr

	idle




	galore

	stranded

	ledger

	expire




	piety

	perfidy

	glen

	revile




	dervish

	gob

	stern

	oozing




	pox

	pram

	quivers

	cavorting




	rue

	gallivanting

	repentance





[image: image]









	[image: ]
	[image: ]













	 
	Comprehension Quiz

	[image: ]



	Answer each question in a complete sentence.











	1.
	Why does Frank love his father?
	[image: ]



	 




	2.
	Name four of the jobs that Frank had.
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	3.
	What causes Frank to wish that Mrs. Leibowitz and Minnie were his mothers?
	[image: ]



	 




	4.
	What does Mr. Haggerty mean when he says “we’re not handing out money to support the Guiness family”?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	5.
	Why does the McCourt family feel rich when they move to the new place on Roden Lane?
	[image: ]



	 




	6.
	Why isn’t Frank allowed at Arthur’s Quay?
	[image: ]



	 




	7.
	Explain the meaning of the following phrase “better an English accent than an empty belly.”
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	7.
	What evidence is there that Mr. Hammond is a positive man?
	[image: ]



	 




	9.
	The novel offers a ray of hope in a scene of misery. What is this ray of hope and how does it come about?
	[image: ]



	 




	SUBTOTAL:
	/16
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Comprehension Quiz








	10.
	Why do they give Frank the Carmody telegram?
	[image: ]



	 




	11.
	How does Frank feel after Theresa dies?
	[image: ]



	 




	12.
	What is Uncle Pa’s advice to Frank?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	13.
	Why is nothing worse than the miserable Irish catholic childhood?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	14.
	What role do women play in the novel?
	[image: ]



	 




	15.
	What did Frank do with Mrs. Funicane’s ledger? Why?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	16.
	In what ways did Malachy’s drinking affect Frank and the family?
	[image: ]



	 




	17.
	Describe Frank’s stay at the hospital.
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	18.
	Hunger often occurs in the novel. Describe 3 times that hunger was mentioned in the novel and discuss the causes or consequences of this hunger.
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	 




	SUBTOTAL:
	/23
















	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

 Vocabulary 

1. pram

2. loquacious

3. galore

4. pox

5. pompous

6. drifted

7. cacophony

8. dervish


	
   1.   

a) [image: ] E

b) [image: ] B

c) [image: ] C

d) [image: ] A

e) [image: ] C


	
   1.   

Dropped on his head from drunken father.

   2.   

Uncle Pat was never the same after. He grew up soft in the head with a leg that went one way, his body the other. He never learned to read and write. Grandad had to flee the house and emigrate to Australia.

   3.   

Born at the stroke of midnight.

   4.   

Because it is his story that he shares with his father.

   5.   

So that he’d always have food.

   6.   

The Macnamara sisters insulting Malachy. The sisters saying Malachy spoke that way because he had a father from the North. Letter to grandma.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

 Vocabulary 

1. L

2. F

3. K

4. E

5. C

6. J

7. D

8. G

9. I

10. H

11. B

12. A


	
   1.   

a)  T 

b)  T 

c)  F 

d)  T 

e)  T 

f)  F 

   2.   

a) 2

b) 3

c) 1

d) 7

e) 5

f) 4

g) 6


	
[image: ]

   1.   

That people did not live long.

   2.   

It means they don’t hand out money for people to drink…just for people in need.

   3.   

The guards at the jail give them money for the train fare and to drive their luggage to the station.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

Because they didn’t have to put up with grandma or anyone else and it had the basic necessities.

   6.   

Answers will vary.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

 Vocabulary 

1. docket

2. dignity

3. galore

4. Catechism

5. consumption

6. catacomb

7. ineffable

8. adoration


	
   1.   

a) Cyclops

b) docket

c) Kevin Barry

d) dignity

e) pig’s head

f) ash plant

g) collaborating

h) Italy, Ireland

i) starvation

j) catechism

k) champion

l) lice

m) Extreme Unction

n) diversion


	
   1.   

They can go up and down stairs.

   2.   

When someone comes into their house to empty their bucket in what they thought was their lavatory.

   3.   

By the songs he sings and when he comes home.

   4.   

Carrying things, not wearing a collar and tie.

   5.   

Because you are all alone; the other kids have shoes or no shoes.

   6.   

So they’ll have food while she’s gone.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

 Vocabulary 

1. b

2. b

3. d

4. c

5. a

6. c


	
   1.   

a) Limerick

b) practice

c) fathers

d) opposite

e) English

f) families

g) friendly

h) face

i) Dublin

j) ashamed

k) forefathers

l) bowl

m) soup

n) soupers

o) informer

p) Irish

q) hanged


	
   1.   

It’s bad for your lungs, it’s bad for your chest, it stunts your growth and it rots your teeth.

   2.   

Gets drunk on a Friday and misses work on the Saturday.

   3.   

Because they won’t let him be an altar boy and he’ll never be a priest.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

There’s always someone with an answer and there’s nothing you can do but punch them in the nose and you can’t be punching morning, noon and night.

   6.   

The people are wild and he may get robbed and killed.

   7.   

Because he is dying and because of her lost youth
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

 Vocabulary 

Across

1. piety

5. affliction

7. visions

8. prone

9. chirping

12. sacrilege

13. entitles

14. torrent

15. denounce

Down

1. penance

2. typhoid

3. clamoring

4. stop

6. shoes

9. counsel

10. fortitude

11. rue

12. stern


	
   1.   

a) [image: ] D

b) [image: ] D

c) [image: ] C

d) [image: ] B

e) [image: ] A

f) [image: ] B


	
   1.   

Drinks away the dole money.

   2.   

They are damned.

   3.   

Answers will vary.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

That you have to study and learn so that you can make up your own mind about things.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

 Vocabulary 

1. munitions

2. ailments

3. blasphemy

4. notorious

5. sauntered

6. contraption

7. cherished

8. sallow


	
   1.   



a)  T 

b)  F 

c)  F 



d)  T 

e)  T 

f)  F 



g)  T 

   2.   

a) 2

b) 7

c) 1

d) 4

e) 3

f) 5

g) 6

h) 8


	
[image: ]

   1.   

The war.

   2.   

An egg with butter and salt.

   3.   

Dad’s gone to England to make money.

   4.   

It means that if they moved to England they would not be hungry.

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

She’s ashamed because her husband sends no money home.

   7.   

Seamus and Mr. Timoney.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

 Vocabulary 

1. c

2. b

3. a

4. d

5. b


	
   1.   

a) Red Hearts of Limerick

b) no pints

c) two weeks

d) envy

e) blind son

f) nut

   2.   

a) conceived

b) excitement

c) boulevards

d) gallivanting

e) communicant


	
   1.   

He fell off a drainpipe.

   2.   

He doesn’t want him to be turned off the pints.

   3.   

Peter deciding that everything has it’s opposite and that he is going to become the champion of non-drinkers.

   4.   

Scoring the winning goal.

   5.   

Concentrate on his schooling and get out of Limerick.

   6.   

It’s his only shirt and when he gets a new one, it becomes a towel.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

 Vocabulary 

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

a) Friday night

b) drinking c) dinner

d) overcoat

e) blood f) stout

g) Mam

h) overcoat

i) chin

j) hands

k) great bloody steak l) sin m) float

   2.   

a) [image: ] C

b) [image: ] D

c) [image: ] D

d) [image: ] D

e) [image: ] C

f) [image: ] D


	
   1.   

By emptying Laman’s chamber pot.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

   3.   

Because she is impressed with Frank.

   4.   

Because Ireland is throwing its talented children on the dung heap.

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

Due to the great distance to the post office.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

 Vocabulary 

1. b) pensionable

2. d) approve

3. c) shops

4. d) sobbing

5. a) breathe

6. d) abuse

7. a) punish


	
   1.   

a) [image: ] D

b) [image: ] D

c) [image: ] A

d) [image: ] B

e) [image: ] A

f) [image: ] D


	
   1.   

They are doomed anyway so they don’t care about having a romp with a telegram boy.

   2.   

Take him to a big sunny house in the country.

   3.   

They can go to hell because they have lots to eat and drink, while everyone else is poor.

   4.   

To not take the safe option and live his life how he wants.

   5.   

Because they are afraid of catching consumption.

   6.   

He is trying to save her soul.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

 Vocabulary 

1. lavatory

2. oozing

3. ledger

4. repentance

5. cavorting

6. penance

7. trollop

8. squabbling


	
   1.   

a) F

b) T

c) F

d) T

e) T

f) T

g) F

h) F

   2.   

a) 5

b) 3

c) 7

d) 1

e) 4

f) 2

g) 6


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Because he is scrawny, has pimples and oozing eyes, and because he committed a sin with Theresa.

   2.   

“May you enjoy the pint but not too much.”

   3.   

He’s angry with her about Laman.

   4.   

He tells him about all of his problems and sins.

   5.   

Theresa is in heaven.

   6.   

It is about birth control, which is banned in Ireland.

   7.   

He could have had a guaranteed job at the Post Office and looked after his family.
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Word Search Puzzle


[image: ]




	
   1.   

Because he sees the real man in the mornings and also because his father entertains him with stories.

   2.   

Delivered newspapers, coal, worked as a messenger boy, worked for Easons’ delivering papers, read to a man, wrote letters for neighbors and wrote collection letters for another woman.

   3.   

Because he would always have food.

   4.   

He means he isn’t handing out money so that men can drink.

   5.   

They can run up and down stairs all day long.

   6.   

It is very dangerous.

   7.   

It would be bad to have an English accent but at least the kids would have food.

   8.   

He never complains about his ailments and encourages Frank to stay in school.

   9.   

The champion of all pint drinkers decides to quit drinking and be a good husband.


	
   10.   

She has consumption and they are afraid to catch it.

   11.   

He is heartbroken and feels guilty that she will go to hell.

   12.   

Do not take the easy option or you’ll be dead in your soul; move to America.

   13.   

There is poverty, hunger, alcoholic fathers, depressed mothers, pious priests and bullying schoolmasters.

   14.   

Women play stereotypical roles and look after the children and manage the house. They provide when the men cannot.

   15.   

Frank threw it in the river, so that the poor would not have to pay their bills and because he felt guilt over the letters he had written.

   16.   

It made them poor. It divided the family. It caused him to lose jobs. It made Frank grow up early and take on a parental role. It made Angela upset. The poverty led to the deaths of their children.

   17.   

Answers will vary.

   18.   

Answers will vary.
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Event Illustration Expansion or Explaining
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