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The Good Earth









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates some understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a considerable understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	Content

•    Information and details relevant to focus

	Elements incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements are complete; details missing

	All required elements are complete; key details contain some description

	All required elements are complete; enough description for clarity




	Style

•    Effective word choice and originality

•    Precise language

	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language




	Conventions

•    Spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.

[image: ]

Introduction

Our literature kit is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. Our guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities that match the student’s abilities.

Our literature kit divides the novel by chapters and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include the pursuit of wealth, the value of work, and the effect of pride. The Good Earth can be examined from three perspectives: as a classic piece of literature, as a social commentary, and as a historical perspective. The literary study of the novel includes an examination of the author’s purpose, to build a bridge of understanding between East and West.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns—just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of The Good Earth. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	CHARACTER SKETCH
The stick man character sketch is a great way to pull information out throughout the novel, to get a profound understanding of the characters in the novel. Students complete the character sketch using information gathered from the novel to describe the chosen character.
Found on Page 53.











	VENN DIAGRAMS
Two intersecting circles can be used to quickly and easily compare two characters. Record any characteristic that is held in common between the two characters in the place where the two circles intersect. The characteristics not shared, are written in the area of the circle owned uniquely by each character. The Venn Diagram can also be used to compare two different events or situations. For example, compare the marriage of O-Lan and Wang Lung to that of their first born child. Compare the celebration of the first born child to that of the second and/or third. Compare Wang Lung’s reaction to the death of Ching to that of O-Lan.
Found on Page 54.
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	WHEEL OF FORTUNE: SEASONAL CYCLES
The natural life cycle that a farmer sees in the seasons, is a powerful image for the life cycle of many in this novel. The inside of the wheel represents the seasons. Spring: preparing, planning, planting, new life, early and fragile growth. Summer: warmth, growing, thickening, strengthening, and beginning to form the fruits of the labor with feeding, watering and weeding. Fall: plant life slows, fruit is harvested, preserved. Winter: idleness, dead plants, waiting for spring. On the outside of the circle in each season, record Wang Lung’s ‘timeline’ of the story as it represents to the seasons mentioned above.
Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY: 6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

On the surface, The Good Earth is a narrative tale of how a young hardworking farmer struggles to survive and rise in wealth and social status. It starts with the description of his marriage to a young slave from the house of Hwang, a wealthy noble home in the nearby village. Once he is married to O-Lan, they work together to produce a good harvest and their first born son. Wang Lung is able to buy more land as his prosperity grows while the House of Hwang’s wanes. The Wang family struggle to survive a drought, flooding and locusts, which cause famines, as well as adapting to the various effects of wars and rebellions. As Wang Lung rises in power, he starts to leave his farm values behind and emulate the wealthy families such as the House of Hwang. When life should be peaceful, he falls in love with Lotus, a woman of pleasure, and moves her into his home along with the many troubles that accompany her. Eventually, he outgrows his little farm and moves into the now abandoned House of Hwang and begins to live the life of a wealthy family.


Suggestions for Further Reading
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	OTHER BOOKS BY PEARL S. BUCK
East Wind: West Wind © 1930
Sons © 1933
The Mother © 1933
A House Divided © 1935
Dragon Seed © 1942
The Promise © 1943
Pavilion of Women © 1946
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	OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath © 1939
John Steinbeck, The Pearl © 1947
Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart © 1958
Jonathan D. Spence, The Death of Woman Wang © 1978
Amy Tan, The Joy Luck Club © 1989
Arundhati Roy, The God of Small Things © 1997
Wenguang Huang, The Little Red Guard © 2012
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List of Vocabulary



CHAPTERS 1 TO 2

•  omen • incense • opium • impudent • dias • merit • obeisance • gilt






CHAPTERS 3 TO 6

•  sheaves • scythes • flail • winnow • yoke • furrow • millstones • chaff




CHAPTERS 7 TO 9

•  acrid • allayed • barren • berate • essayed • unctuous • parched




CHAPTERS 10 TO 14

•  firewagon • rickshaw • jinricksha • bumpkin • pattering • guffawed • reproved • haranguing • clamoring • splintered • opulent • vitals • gourmands • sumptuous • brocaded • bellowing • scolding • inarticulate • clamoring • coax • glutinous • rice • fowl • millet • lotus • taro




CHAPTERS 15 TO 17

•  quiescent • surly • wistfulness • shambled • proverb • relish • garner • boisterously • lenient • steward • hampered




CHAPTERS 18 TO 21

•  harlot • prodigally • dotard • ruddy • consternation • slaked • sundered • repined • albeit




CHAPTERS 22 TO 24

•  clamored • stout • forbore • petulant • melancholy • rebuke • betroth • agape • petulant • meditated




CHAPTERS 25 TO 27

•  betrothed • remorse • peevish • besought • geomancer • scrupulous • toaism • buddhism • avert • appeased • flourished • beleaguer • husbanded • mused • goaded • gnashed • smote




CHAPTERS 28 TO 30

•  overweening • hinds • serf • drowsy • spawn • veranda • mar • life • buxom • rockeries • steward • parsimony • braziers




CHAPTERS 31 TO 34

•  mason • scorn • mused • requited • coquettishly • rapt • proffered • smitten • lewdness • lest • sullied • malice • loath • doted
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Pearl S. Buck
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To most of North America, Pearl S. Buck lived an exotic and fascinating life. She was born Pearl Comfort Sydenstricker on June 26, 1892 in Hillsboro, West Virginia. Her parents were missionaries and so she lived in China for most of her life until 1934. She moved to Anhui Province, the setting for most of The Good Earth with her first husband, John Lossing Buck.

In the early 1900s, life in China was largely a mystery to much of the rest of the world. Pearl Buck wrote about China in many of her novels, because it was what she knew, but also because one of her life goals was to dispel myths about Asia. She wanted to have the world see them as humans sharing the same qualities, strengths and weaknesses, even though their lifestyle and customs were so very different.

She wrote many novels about China, and later other Asian nations. The Good Earth is the first and most popular of the trilogy based on the Wang family. The Good Earth was written in 1931, followed by Sons in 1932, and finally A House Divided in 1935.
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•   Her Chinese name is Sai Zhenzhu.

•   Pearl Buck set up an adoption agency called Welcome House Inc. for adopting Asian-American children. Pearl and her husband John had adopted a daughter.

•   She wrote The Child Who Never Grew in 1950, which highlighted her active interest in the care of mentally handicapped children. Her own daughter had been born with a disease (PKU) that had caused her to be mentally handicapped, which may have sparked her interest.
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Chapters One to Two

Answer the questions in complete sentences.






	1.
	The Good Earth is a story which explores the concept of perseverance. In the novel, people continue to work toward a goal, sometimes even when they are mistreated or when there is no hope for them to personally gain from the work. What does this show about their character?

	 


	2.
	The novel takes place in turn of the century China, before the communist revolution. During this time, little girl’s feet were often ‘bound’ to make them smaller. This deformed the foot and often led to a life of pain and limited mobility. Why do you think parents have done this to their children?
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	Complete the paragraphs with a word from the list.
















	omen

	incense

	opium

	impudent

	dias

	merit

	obeisances

	gilt





The old woman sat on a ___________________a             , a raised platform at the end of the room. She smoked a pipe full of a drug made from heroin, called ___________________b            . When people came in to see her, they bowed low doing ___________________c             with their forehead upon the floor. If a lower status visitor did not bow to the floor, he was considered disrespectful or ___________________d            .

Many villages in Ancient China had little statues that represented their gods. They often dressed the gods up in paper outfits each year. If possible the people in the village would use red paper with gold trim called ___________________e             trim. The people in the village would come and light joss sticks or small sticks with a perfumed coating called ___________________f             that they burned to attract the attention of the gods and to please the gods. It was considered an evil ___________________g            , a sign of bad things to come, if the sticks were broken. Many villagers would do good deeds in hopes of gaining ___________________h             from the gods; a credit to make up for bad things that they had done or would do in life.
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Chapters One to Two








	1.	Number the events from  1  to  10  in the order they occurred in these chapters.

	
	 
	a)	Wang Lung buys O-Lan peaches.

		 	b)	Wang Lung gets a shave on his head, but keeps his long braid.

		 	c)	Wang Lung falls on his face and bows to the mistress of the House of Hwang.

		 	d)	Wang Lung washes his whole body for the first time in a long time.

		 	e)	Wang Lung buys 2 lbs. of pork, 6 oz. of beef, and some bean curd (tofu).

		 	f)	Wang Lung lights 2 incense and prays to the village gods.

		 	g)	Wang Lung bribes the gateman to take him into the House of Hwang.

		 	h)	Wang Lung meets his fiancé for the first time.

		 	i)	Wang Lung has a ‘wedding feast’ with his father, uncle, cousin and neighbor.

		 	j)	Wang Lung walks to the village at sunrise in a clean feast day robe.









	2.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.

















	
	a)
	Wang Lung looks forward to having a woman in the house so he can…
	 
	b)
	What does Wang Lung’s father mean when he says, “So the harvest is in sight.”?


	 
	[image: ]
	A
	sleep in.
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Crops are planted.


	 
	[image: ]
	B
	talk with someone.
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Wheat is growing.


	 
	[image: ]
	C
	move out.
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	O-Lan is pregnant.
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	D
	have another field hand.
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	The money is in the bank.


	
	c)
	Wang Lung does not like O-Lan’s…
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


	 
	[image: ]
	A
	feet.
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


	 
	[image: ]
	B
	voice.
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	C
	body.
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	D
	modesty.
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Chapters One to Two

Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.







	1.
	Compare and contrast wedding preparations for Wang Lung to a modern groom in our culture. In which 2 ways are they similar? In which 2 ways are they different?


	 



	 



	 



	2.
	How do we know that Wang Lung is poor? Give 3 facts from the chapters.


	 



	 



	3.
	Find a quote from Chapter 1 that suggests O-Lan is used to being hit. Be sure to use quotation marks and cite the page number from the chapter.


	 



	 



	4.
	Is Wang Lung pleased with his wife? Support your answer with at least 3 quotes and/or facts cited from the chapters.


	 



	 



	 



	5.
	In every section of this novel, the characters allude to the Earth. The grandfather, upon learning that O-Lan is pregnant, says “so the harvest is in sight”. How do you think this ties into the title of the novel?


	 



	 











	[image: ]

	Slavery was common in the past, and sadly, it still continues today. Research to find out about child slavery: what are some of the reasons for it continuing? In what countries does it happen? What kind of work is common and what, if anything, can be done about it?
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Chapters Three to Six

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	In each culture, there are celebrations of newborn babies. What are some of the traditional ways people celebrate the birth of babies in your culture?


	 



	2.
	How do mothers prepare for the birth of a baby in your society? When do they stop working? What do they ‘need’ to buy? How do they prepare the home? What do they learn to do for the birth process itself?


	 



	3.
	In the last chapter, we learned that O-Lan was a slave since childhood. Can you speculate at least 2 reasons to why she was sold to the House of Hwang as a child?
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.













	 1 
	Sheaves

	
	a sharp curved blade used to cut crops, especially grains

	 A 


	 2 
	Scythes

	
	the husk and stalk on a grain that you don’t eat

	 B 


	 3 
	Flail

	
	a harness used to steer and control an ox or oxen

	 C 


	 4 
	Winnow

	
	a way of grinding grains by using heavy rocks turned by water or animals

	 D 


	 5 
	Yoke

	
	bundles of cut wheat, corn, hay or other grains

	 E 


	 6 
	Furrow

	
	to hit the stalks of grains, and loosen the edible part from the inedible

	 F 


	 7 
	Millstones

	
	to throw the stalks of grain in the air after flailing, to let the chaff blow off

	 G 


	 8 
	Chaff

	
	a long narrow trench in the ground in which to plant seeds

	 H 
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Chapters Three to Six









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.

		a)	Based on information in Chapters 4 and 5, Wang Lung’s Uncle and Aunt were what?

		[image: ]	A	gregarious

		[image: ]	B	infirm

		[image: ]	C	stingy

		[image: ]	D	foolish

		b)	Speaking of the land Wang Lung bought from the House of Hwang, the author writes in Chapter 6: “And so this parcel of land became to Wang Lung a sign and a symbol.” A sign for what?

		[image: ]	A	A sign that he became wealthy.

		[image: ]	B	A sign that his silver was put to good use.

		[image: ]	C	A sign that he was blessed by the earth gods.

		[image: ]	D	A sign that he had picked a good wife.

		c)	The Earth was an important symbol to Wang Lung: a symbol of what?

		[image: ]	A	Food, animals and space to live.

		[image: ]	B	Pride, glory and prosperity.

		[image: ]	C	Wealth, security and honor.

		[image: ]	D	Determination, persistence and achievement.









	2.
	Complete the paragraph with a word from the chapters.



To celebrate the birth of a first born son, Wang Lung bought 50 ___________________a            , a symbol of fertility and he bought paper to boil with them, to dye them ___________________b               the color of good fortune. He also bought red sugar for ___________________c               to drink. He also bought incense because he was worried that ___________________d               ___________________e               in the air and in the earth would harm his family because they cannot endure the happiness of mortals. When the second son was born, Wang Lung thought there was no need for ___________________f             , it was enough to do it for the first. The coming of the second child, the first child had to move out of his mother’s bed, and into his ___________________g               bed.
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Chapters Three to Six

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Imagine you were Wang Lung’s father. What would he have written in a wanted advertisement to look for a good wife for his son. Base the content of the advertisement upon the work that O-Lan does in the home and on the farm, as well as expectations the men in the house have of her. WANTED: ________________________


	 



	 



	2.
	Why do you think it is important for O-Lan to go back to the House of Hwang with her child well-dressed, carrying special moon cakes? Why do you think it is important to Wang Lung?


	 



	 



	3.
	Based on Wang Lung and O-Lan’s behaviors in the chapters, can we predict that they will be successful farmers? Give 5 concrete facts from the chapters.


	 



	 



	4.
	Why is the House of Hwang having money problems? How should they go about fixing them?


	 



	 



	5.
	Throughout the novel, Wang Lung talks about land as more than just a field of dirt. In Chapter 5, he says:”…Land is one’s flesh and blood.” What do you think he means?


	 



	 



	6.
	Describe 2 ways Wang Lung’s life changes after buying the field from the House of Hwang?
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	In the novel, there is a great deal of talk about good fortune, good omens, and making good things happen. Wang Lung is often afraid of too much good fortune. Discuss your thoughts on ‘good luck’ or ‘good fortune’. What are some of the superstitions in your society? Where do you think ‘good fortune’ comes from? Can you create good luck or prevent bad luck?
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Chapters Seven to Nine

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Infanticide is the murder of a newly-born child, or infant, usually by a parent. Do some research and investigate why a parent in China would want to kill their own child. Are there any other places where this occurs?


	 



	 



	2.
	What is ‘destiny’? How does destiny affect the actions of the characters in the novel? How would it affect your own actions?


	 



	 



	3.
	From what you have read so far in the novel, write one sentence that describes the role women play during this time period in China. How does this differ from your own modern society?
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	Circle the correct word or definition that matches the meaning of the underlined word.














	1.
	Acrid
	a) dry

	b) bitter

	c) putrid

	d) fragrant



	2.
	Allayed
	a) relieved

	b) prayed

	c) disfigured

	d) soil tested for minerals



	3.
	Barren
	a) sterile or infertile

	b) give birth

	c) wide open

	d) flat dusty land



	4.
	Berate
	a) evaluate

	b) a rake

	c) sift

	d) scold or criticize



	5.
	Essayed
	a) a written exam

	b) annex

	c) tried

	d) educated



	6.
	Unctuous
	a) serpent like

	b) righteous

	c) rolling

	d) excessively flattering



	7.
	Parched
	a) extremely dry

	b) a fresh fish

	c) alleged

	d) paper thin
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Chapters Seven to Nine









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.

		a)	Wang Lung was determined to buy more of the land from the House of Hwang, but after the first harvest he could not. Why?

		[image: ]	A	There was a drought and he didn’t make enough money.

		[image: ]	B	He loaned money to his Uncle.

		[image: ]	C	The villagers broke into his house and stole his silver.

		[image: ]	D	The noble family would not sell to him.

		b)	During the Famine in Chapter 8 and 9, which of the following was not eaten by Wang Lung?

		[image: ]	A	corn cobs

		[image: ]	B	the ox

		[image: ]	C	dirt

		[image: ]	D	locust

		c)	As the drought started, Wang Lung secretly bought another field. At the end of Chapter 8, why is Wang Lung happy that he had bought the land?

		[image: ]	A	It can’t be stolen.

		[image: ]	B	It can be sold.

		[image: ]	C	It seems like he is getting richer.

		[image: ]	D	He can farm it for food.













	2.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.


	
	T
	F
	a)
	Wang Lung’s cousin gets married because Wang Lung gives his uncle the money for a dowry.


	
	T
	F
	b)
	Wang Lung’s uncle has an ‘evil destiny’ to blame for his bad luck.


	
	T
	F
	c)
	Wang Lung’s daughter can’t walk because they are binding her feet.


	
	T
	F
	d)
	Wang Lung sells his land to get money for food.


	
	T
	F
	e)
	The villagers attack Wang Lung’s house looking for food and money.


	
	T
	F
	f)
	Wang Lung is furious with his uncle because he convinced the villagers to steal from him.


	
	T
	F
	g)
	The villagers felt justified in taking anything they found because Wang Lung had been greedy.


	
	T
	F
	h)
	O-Lan sells the last of their belongings for 2 pieces of silver.
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Chapters Seven to Nine

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What motivates Wang Lung to approach his aunt and demand she control her daughter?


	 



	2.
	Wang Lung felt it was a bad omen when his wife gave birth to a girl, yet he forms a special attachment to his little girl. Why?


	 



	 



	3.
	Analyze the actions of Wang Lung’s uncle to describe clearly his true character.






	Actions:
	What it says about his true character:


	Uncle blames his dirty house, poorly behaving children and low crop yield on his ‘evil destiny’.
	


	Uncle pressures Wang Lung for money to use as a dowry for his oldest child, Wang Lung suspects that he will gamble it away.
	


	Uncle tells villagers that his nephew has food and money hidden away in his house, while others starve.
	


	Uncle takes money from opportunistic merchants and brings men to Wang Lung’s house to convince him to sell his lands.
	






	4.
	Foreshadowing occurs when an author writes elements into the story that hint at future events in the story. Predict what may happen with the House of Hwang during The Famine, based upon foreshadowing that appears in the text. Use evidence from the chapters.


	 



	 



	5.
	Based on Wang Lung’s Uncle and his family’s behaviors in these chapters, can you predict what problems they may cause for Wang Lung in the future?


	 



	 











	[image: ]

	In turn of the century China, elder males were given great respect and honor. Wang Lung must not be rude to his uncle and must share his money with him. Wang Lung also makes sure that his father has food, even if he himself, nor his children and wife have any. How is this different from your society today? Who is respected in your society? Is this good or bad? Explain.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Ten to Fourteen

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	At the end of Chapter 9, Wang Lung and O-Lan leave the farm. What skills and personality traits do they have that will help them survive in the future?


	 



	 



	2.
	Research The Famine that occurred in turn of the century China as well as The Potato Famine that struck Ireland in the mid-19th century. How are the two similar? How are they different?
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	In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word which does not belong. Then write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.













	1.
	a) firewagon
	b) rickshaw
	c) bumpkin
	d) pattering


	 



	 



	2.
	a) guffawed
	b) reproved
	c) haranguing
	d) splintered


	 



	 



	3.
	a) opulent
	b) vitals
	c) gourmands
	d) sumptuous


	 



	 



	4.
	a) bellowing
	b) scolding
	c) inarticulate
	d) clamoring


	 



	 



	5.
	a) glutinous
	b) rice
	c) fowl
	d) lotus
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Chapters Ten to Fourteen







	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.


	a)
	Instead of walking south, they ride on a ____________ called a firewagon.


	b)
	Once in the city, they build a house out of____________. It is built on the street backed up on a long grey ____________ of a house. O-Lan constructs the house. She says: “That I can do. I ____________ it in my childhood.”


	c)
	O-Lan teaches the boys how to____________. The oldest boy is ____________. At the end of the day, the oldest boy had earned____________cash, the younger cash. The second boy cries when they take his ____________from him, and is allowed to keep it and sleep with it, because he loves his money.


	d)
	Wang Lung rents a ____________ and makes money by driving people around.


	e)
	The family eats rice gruel each morning at the ____________. The food is donated by the gentry and the wealthy families, and cooked in huge iron pots called____________. When the poor smell the fragrant rice they____________forward in a great mass to be fed.


	f)
	The grandfather stays in good spirits and admits that in his lifetime before, he has had to leave the farm and come south to survive. He does not ____________but he does look after the ____________.


	g)
	Wang Lung beat his ____________ son because he stole ____________ in the market, telling his child: “Beggars we may be but ____________ we are not.”


	h)
	When Wang Lung threw the stolen meat on the ground, ____________ being ever practical, cleaned it off and put it back in the pot, saying “Meat is ____________.”









	2.
	Metaphors and Similes are literary devices used to make comparisons and create a clear image in the readers’ mind. For each of the similes or metaphors below, identify what is being described from the chapters.


	a)
	“…come thundering out of the darkness a noise like a dragon’s voice and two great eyes puffing fire out…” (Chapter 10)____________


	b)
	“…like fleas on a dog’s back…” (Chapter 11)____________


	c)
	“…as an ox yoked for the first time to the plow…” (Chapter 11)____________


	d)
	“…as alien as a rat in a rich man’s house, that is fed on scraps thrown away, and hides here and there and is never a part of the real life of the house…” (Chapter 12)____________


	e)
	“…great nose projecting beyond his cheeks like a prow beyond the sides of a ship…” (Chapter 14)____________
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Chapters Ten to Fourteen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Since the drought started, we find out more about O-Lan’s past experience living through a famine. Describe how O-Lan has gained skills and strengths from her past that she uses to help the family survive in the city, and eventually return to the farm.


	 



	 



	 



	2.
	What is meant by: “The old men and the old women accepted the life they had. But there came a time when the male children grew to a certain age, before they were old and then they ceased to be children, and then they were filled with discontent.”?


	 



	 



	 



	3.
	Why do you think O-Lan says: “If it were only I, she would be killed before she was sold… the slave of slaves was I! But a dead girl brings nothing. I would sell this girl for you to take you back to the land.” (Chapter 13)?


	 



	 



	4.
	What does O-Lan say, that dissuades Wang Lung from selling his daughter?


	 



	 



	5.
	Why does Wang Lung stop pulling a rickshaw?


	 



	 











	[image: ]

	In turn of the century, there was a great gap between those who lived a life of luxury, and those who struggled to survive, just as there is today. What do you think should be done about this gap? Who should make what changes?
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Chapters Fifteen to Seventeen

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Now that Wang Lung has money that he took from the wealthy family, what will be his top 3 priorities for his farm? What does this say about his character?


	 



	 



	2.
	How do you think Wang Lung’s time spent in the city will influence him, once he is back on his farm?
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.












	surly

	wistfulness

	shambled

	relish




	lenient

	hampered

	garner

	boisterously











	1.
	He loved his life: he approached every day with _________________.


	2.
	The twins scrambled _________________ through the house, pushing, jostling and teasing each other constantly.


	3.
	The wealthy tried to _________________ social stability by donating to the public kitchens.


	4.
	The old woman, nearly lame with arthritis _________________ out of the way of the soldiers.


	5.
	The judge was _________________ with the sentence, instead of the death penalty, the killer only got life in prison.


	6.
	Having a tumor in her stomach, caused her a lot of pain and greatly _________________ her movements.


	7.
	He was _________________ as he snapped at her, lips curled, fist raised as he approached.


	8.
	He thought of his land with _________________, longing to go home and plant the spring wheat.
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Chapters Fifteen to Seventeen









	1.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.


	
	 
	a)
	Wang Lung buys an ox.


	
	 
	b)
	Wang Lung buys land from the House of Hwang.


	
	 
	c)
	Wang Lung sends his two oldest sons to school.


	
	 
	d)
	Wang Lung lets O-Lan keep two pearls from the jewels stolen from th wealthy family.


	
	 
	e)
	Ching moves in and becomes Wang Lung’s overseer on the farm.


	
	 
	f)
	The family moves back to the farm.










	2.
	Symbolism: the use of an object to represent a more abstract idea of concept. An example is the American Eagle represents the concept of Freedom and Independence. A dove represents the concept of peace. For each of the sentences below, choose the symbol from the list that is being described.










	pearls

	one long braid

	beans



	pearls the land

	an ox

	the House of Hwang










	a)
	The symbol of the noble life of ancient China is _____________.


	b)
	Wang Lung has _____________ which symbolizes the loyalty to the old ways, a farmer, tied to his land.


	c)
	The _____________ form a bond of forgiveness and support between Ching and Wang Lung.


	d)
	The _____________ beauty for O-Lan, who has always been called ugly.


	e)
	The _____________ is life.


	f)
	The _____________ is a symbol of productivity.
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Chapters Fifteen to Seventeen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	In this section we find out what has happened to the last of the people from the great house. Briefly summarize the fate of the people from the House of Hwang.


	 



	 



	 



	2.
	We meet Cuckoo in Chapter 16. Describe her character based upon the information given to you in the chapter. How does her character resemble the character of the cuckoo bird’s character?


	 



	 



	 



	3.
	In Chapter 17, Wang Lung starts two of his sons off at school. There is a practical reason for this, and a personal pride reason. Explain.

	 


	 


	 


	 



	4.
	Why do you think Wang Lung talks of his children as ‘my two worthless sons’ when he is in fact very proud of them?
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	Literary Irony comes in 3 forms: verbal, dramatic and situational. Research the meaning of each form of literary irony. Identify the type of irony used in the section in Chapter 17 that describes the school for Wang Lung’s boys, and how he selected this school. Use evidence from the novel.
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Chapters Eighteen to Twenty-one

Answer the questions in complete sentences.








	1.
	Pearl S. Buck was raised in a Christian missionary home. Three proverbs popular at that time were: “Money is the root of all evil”, “Pride goeth before a fall”, and “Idle Hands are the Devil’s Workshop”. Give an example of how these three proverbs manifest themselves in the story so far.


	Money is the root of all evil:
	 



	Pride goeth before a fall:
	 



	Idle Hands are the devil’s workshop:
	 



	2.
	Why do people change? Have you ever known someone well, and then noticed that they were acting differently, or they started to value someone or something that they never would have before? What causes people to change their beliefs, values, or behaviors? Or do they really change? Were they really always like that, and now they have an opportunity to act?
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.













	 1 
	harlot

	
	constantly complained and fretted

	 A 


	 2 
	prodigally

	
	although, even if

	 B 


	 3 
	dotard

	
	a healthy reddish complexion

	 C 


	 4 
	ruddy

	
	a weak and senile person

	 D 


	 5 
	consternation

	
	living lavishly, recklessly wasting resources

	 E 


	 6 
	slaked

	
	a feeling of dread and dismay

	 F 


	 7 
	sundered

	
	to allayed or conquer

	 G 


	 8 
	repined

	
	separated or broken apart

	 H 


	 9 
	albeit

	
	she was a woman of pleasure, a prostitute

	 I 
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Chapters Eighteen to Twenty-one









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.

		a)	“The old man and the elder girl, who never spoke at all but sat beside her grandfather hour after hour, twisting a bit of cloth, folding and re-folding it and smiling at it, these two had nothing to say to a man prosperous and vigorous.” How does this quote show how Wang Lung is changing his self-concept?

		[image: ]	A	He sees himself as a wealthy man.

		[image: ]	B	He believes he is more important than his father.

		[image: ]	C	He wants to get the recognition from his family that he is a good farmer.

		[image: ]	D	He wants someone to talk to him.

		b)	“I have labored and have grown rich and I would have my wife look less like a hind. And those feet of yours—“ what does O-Lan do because of this conversation?

		[image: ]	A	She goes to town to buy oil for her hair, and a new coat of black cloth.

		[image: ]	B	She binds their daughter’s feet.

		[image: ]	C	She says nothing and continues cooking.

		[image: ]	D	She sat upon the bench and sewed a shoe sole.

		c)	What is the reason for Wang Lung’s verbal abuse of O-Lan?

		[image: ]	A	He is angry because O-Lan had not borne a child for 7 years.

		[image: ]	B	He is very sad because he realizes that his first daughter is mentally handicapped.

		[image: ]	C	He is restless, with nothing to do.

		[image: ]	D	He thinks he is above the social status of a farmer, and wants his life to reflect that.

		d)	Cuckoo’s job was to get men to pay for the women upstairs. How did she convince Wang Lung to go upstairs?

		[image: ]	A	ridiculed him

		[image: ]	B	coaxed him

		[image: ]	C	offered him a deal

		[image: ]	D	ignored him

		e)	Why does Wang Lung take the pearls from O-Lan?

		[image: ]	A	For earrings for Lotus.

		[image: ]	B	To pay for time with Lotus.

		[image: ]	C	To purchase more land.

		[image: ]	D	To put into a gold pin for her hair.
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Chapters Eighteen to Twenty-one

Answer each question with a complete sentence.








	1.
	Literary Irony: For each quote below, express the type of irony used (verbal, dramatic or situational) and justify your choice.


	a)
	Cuckoo, leading Wang Lung upstairs to the prostitutes, describes Lotus as “the little pink faced fool from Soochow.”


	 



	b)
	“This Wang Lung heard, although he disdained to answer, although her words smote him like a dagger thrust because he feared that he looked indeed what he was, a farmer.” What type of irony is this? Why is it ironic?


	 



	c)
	He takes the pearls away from O-Lan. It was to him like throwing pearls before swine. So he takes the pearls from O-Lan and gives them to Lotus.


	 



	2.
	Find a quote in Chapter 21 that demonstrates that Wang Lung, by having a second woman in the house, is moving away from the values of his farming family. How does this reflect with traditional family customs of the time?


	 



	 



	3.
	“But he, although he loved her again, loved her not so wholly as before, and never again so wholly as he had loved her.” What event helps Wang Lung to gain control over his feelings for Lotus?


	 



	4.
	Evaluate Wang Lung’s statement from Chapter 21: “Well, and other men are so and I have been good enough to her, and there are men worse than I”.


	 



	 











	[image: ]

	Symbols of wealth and power. In the novel there are certain symbols for wealth: bound feet for example. If a family was wealthy enough, they could afford to bind the feet of their girls, as a sign that they didn’t need them as workers. Jewels and jewelry have always been symbols of wealth. What are some other symbols in this day and age, used to show wealth and power? Why do you think humans show off their wealth?
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Chapters Twenty-two to Twenty-four

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Polygamy is the practice of having more than one wife. This practice was common in many cultures, and still common in some parts of the world today. What problems could it pose for a family to have more than one wife living in the same house? What are the advantages?
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	Circle the correct word that best defines the vocabulary term.













	1.
	Petulant:


	
	a) bitter

	b) angry

	c) rude

	d) annoyed



	2.
	Rebuke:


	
	a) reprimand

	b) console

	c) encourage

	d) repair



	3.
	Melancholy:


	
	a) musical

	b) emotional

	c) sleepy

	d) moody



	4.
	Feigned:


	
	a) pretended

	b) struck

	c) negotiated

	d) fell down



	5.
	Fawns:


	
	a) to flatter

	b) to color

	c) to want to help

	d) to pretend



	6.
	Propitious:


	
	a) rich

	b) auspicious

	c) proportional

	d) appropriate



	7.
	Fetid:


	
	a) stinky

	b) retched

	c) futile

	d) medium warm



	8.
	Forbore:


	
	a) to abstain from

	b) to tell in advance

	c) to carry

	d) to make a home



	9.
	Marauded:


	
	a) to fight

	b) to rebel

	c) to have fun

	d) to raid for money



	10.
	Vitals:


	
	a) bowels

	b) pulse

	c) food

	d) things valued
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Chapters Twenty-two to Twenty-four







	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.


	a)
	“So these two women took their places in his house: Lotus for his ____________ and his and ____________ to satisfy his delight in beauty and in smallness and in the joy of her pure sex, and O-Lan for his woman of ____________ and the mother who had ____________ his sons and kept his house and ____________ him and his father and his children.


	b)
	During the New Year’s festival, men from town said “Well, and there is no fortune we can wish you greater than you have, ____________ in your house and women and ____________ and land. But his house wasn’t without its troubles. Wang Lung’s oldest son was moody, and started to skip school. He disappeared for many nights and we with his ____________ to visit a prostitute. Wang Lung continues to have problems with his Uncle and his family also and then Wang Lung’s crops are threatened by ____________.


	c)
	In fighting for his land, Wang Lung releases his worries and says: “Well, and every man has his ____________ and I must make shift to live with mine as I can, and my uncle is older than I and he will die.”


	d)
	Wang Lung’s oldest son wants to go to ____________ in the south to experience life. O-Lan comes in to tell him that he is visiting the inner court. At first, Wang Lung says he can’t go, until he finds in with ____________. He ____________ both his son and Lotus with a slim piece of ____________, and is happy after wards when she is more obedient and submissive.











	2.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.


		a)	Wang Lung must endure his Uncle and his family because…

		[image: ]	A	he is family, and Wang Lung is bound by family honor.

		[image: ]	B	his uncle has threatened to start a riot against Wang Lung.

		[image: ]	C	his uncle would be beaten by the villagers if he kicked him out.

		[image: ]	D	his uncle is connected to the bandits.

		b)	Which of the following has not happened to Wang Lung’s farm?

		[image: ]	A	drought

		[image: ]	B	flood

		[image: ]	C	locust

		[image: ]	D	fire

		c)	Which word best describes Cuckoo’s character?

		[image: ]	A	opportunistic

		[image: ]	B	loyal

		[image: ]	C	boisterous

		[image: ]	D	scrupulous
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Chapters Twenty-two to Twenty-four

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	In Chapter 22, the author writes that the earth healed Wang Lung of his sickness. What sickness? How does the earth heal him?


	 


	 



	2.
	How does the gossiping the uncle does about Wang Lung in Chapter 22 contrast with how he talked about Wang Lung in Chapter 8 during the Famine?


	 


	 


	 



	3.
	In Chapter 22, what three areas of Wang Lung’s life give him great pride?


	 


	 



	4.
	According to O-Lan, why is the oldest son so emotional and irritable? (Give 2 reasons.)


	 


	 


	5.
	Find a quote in Chapter 23 that explains why Wang Lung is so upset with his son visiting the ‘whore who lives in the court that once belonged to the great house.” How does this quote reinforce the proverb, ‘Pride goes before a fall’?
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	As Wang Lung becomes more and more wealthy, his life changes and he seems to lose sight of his values and perspectives. Can you see examples of this happening in your society? (The lives of celebrities, superstars, lottery winners.) Why does this happen? What would you do if you won a huge fortune, to be sure that no one in your family had problems due to an excess of money?
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Chapters Twenty-five to Twenty-seven

Answer the questions in complete sentences.






	1.
	What options are open for young adults to get training for a career?


	 


	2.
	Suggest the benefits and drawbacks to having your parents select your career, and your spouse.

	 









	[image: ]

	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.













	 1 
	betrothed
	
	to lay siege to, to cause many difficulties

	 A 

	 2 
	besought
	
	easily irritated or argumentative

	 B 

	 3 
	beleaguer
	
	to be diligent and thorough

	 C 

	 4 
	taoist
	
	to be engaged to be married

	 D 

	 5 
	buddhist
	
	to beg, implore or urgently request

	 E 

	 6 
	remorse
	
	a bold or extravagant way to present something

	 F 

	 7 
	peevish
	
	to provoke or annoy

	 G 

	 8 
	scrupulous
	
	a belief in spirits, including ancestors and truths that exist in the world around us

	 H 

	 9 
	smote
	
	a belief in leading a moral life, be aware of thoughts and actions and develop wisdom in life

	 I 

	 10 
	appeased
	
	to pacify or placate

	 J 

	 11 
	avert
	
	to grind teeth together in anger or frustration

	 K 

	 12 
	gnashed
	
	to suddenly hit hard

	 L 

	 13 
	goaded
	
	to feel guilty

	 M 

	 14 
	flourished
	
	to prevent

	 N 
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Chapters Twenty-five to Twenty-seven






	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.




Wang Lung’s second son reminded him of his ___________________a              . Because he was crafty and sharp, Wang Lung thought he would make a good ___________________b             . He uses ___________________c             to make all arrangements to meet with the Merchant Liu to apprentice his second son, and to arrange a marriage with Liu’s son, and his own ___________________d             . Wang Lung is happy because his first son is a scholar, his second son a merchant, and his third son will be a ___________________e             . Only his ___________________f               has no plans for her future.

Wang Lung starts to think about O-Lan again, and notices that her skin is ___________________g             in color, not the normal healthy reddish brown it had been when she worked in the fields. He didn’t want her to go in the fields because of what people would ___________________h             about him. He realizes that she was moving very ___________________i               and he had heard her ___________________j             in the mornings. Finally Wang Lung goes into town, and finds a ___________________k             . When he tells him the symptoms, the man comes back to Wang Lung’s house to examine O-Lan. The man asked for 5000 pieces of silver to cure O-Lan. Wang Lung understands that he is telling him that O-Lan will ___________________l              . Wang Lung went into the kitchen and he ___________________m            .

We learn more about O-Lan; the psychological and physical abuse she suffered when she would ___________________n             about her childhood at the great house of Hwang. She said, “I will bring the ___________________o               to the door only—and well I know I am ___________________p               and cannot appear before the great lord—”. She also talked of getting ___________________q             for eating food from the great house, suggesting that she may have been hungry or poorly fed. Sometimes she cried out for her ___________________r             and mother. Wang Lung would also get upset when she said, “Well I know I am ugly and cannot be ___________________s             .” This bothered Wang Lung, because he felt only ___________________t               for her; not love.
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Chapters Twenty-five to Twenty-seven

Answer each question with a complete sentence.






	1.
	Why do you think Wang Lung’s second son would make a good merchant? Base your opinion on facts from the novel.


	 


	 


	2.
	What are the terms of Wang Lung’s second son’s apprenticeship?


	 


	 


	3.
	Wang Lung and Liu are in a mutually beneficial relationship. Explain.


	 


	 


	4.
	O-Lan tells her daughter that she must have her feet bound or else her husband will not love her, just as Wang Lung does not love O-Lan. Is this correct: does she need to have her feet bound to be loved? Does Wang Lung not love O-Lan because of her feet?


	 


	 


	 


	5.
	Compare what Wang Lung valued about O-Lan in the first 14 chapters of the novel, to what he values in the last half of the story. Speculate on why his values appear to have changed.


	 


	 


	6.
	Was O-Lan’s life terrible? Explain using evidence from the novel.
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	Wang Lung states that he didn’t love O-Lan and never really had, but he claims to love Lotus. Do you agree? Reflect upon all the things Wang Lung valued about O-Lan before he became rich, and all ways he cared for her even as she died. Did he love her? Are there different kinds of love? Does he really love Lotus?
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Chapters Twenty-eight to Thirty

Answer the questions in a complete sentence.






	1.
	Wang Lung wants to get rid of his Uncle and his family, but is afraid to mistreat them. What suggestions would you give him to deal with his uncle, aunt and cousin? What do you think of his solution to give them opium? Could there be complications?


	 


	 


	 


	 


	 










	[image: ]

	Circle the correct definition that best describes the vocabulary term.












	1.
	A serf:
a) A place where the waves curl in the ocean.

b) A common song bird.

c) A peasant tied to the land.

d) A soft cushion used by nobles to recline in a sedan chair.



	2.
	Hinds:

	
	a) dogs

	b) rear leg

	c) young deer

	d) bread crust




	3.
	Spawn:

	
	a) an evil spirit

	b) a young shrimp

	c) to release eggs

	d) to race




	4.
	 Overweening:

	
	a) excessive pride

	b) grooming

	c) posing for pictures

	d) giggling




	5.
	Mar:

	
	a) harm

	b) fight

	c) mast on a Chinese junk

	d) garbage




	6.
	Parsimony:

	
	a) thrifty

	b) angry

	c) healthy

	d) choppy




	7.
	Buxom:

	
	a) buck teeth

	b) busty

	c) curvaceous

	d) plump
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Chapters Twenty-eight to Thirty







	1.
	Tragic Flaws: In literature, there is usually a character flaw that either causes the struggle or the downfall of the characters. For each character listed below, write one word from the list to identify what you believe is his or hers greatest weakness or flaw. Some words may be repeated, and not all terms need be used.











	pride

	greed

	laziness

	malicious




	low self-esteem

	ruthlessness

	stingy

	angry











	a)
	Wang Lung
	 


	b)
	Wang Lung’s second son
	 


	c)
	Wang Lung’s uncle
	 


	d)
	O-Lan
	 


	e)
	Wang Lung’s first son
	 


	f)
	Wang Lung’s cousin
	 













	2.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.

	
	a)
	What does Wang Lung’s second son want in a bride?

	
	[image: ]
	A
	A hard working peasant girl.

	
	[image: ]
	B
	An educated merchant’s daughter.

	
	[image: ]
	C
	A beautiful wealthy girl.

	
	[image: ]
	D
	Ching’s daughter.

	
	b)
	Wang Lung is astonished by his second son’s bride request because…

	
	[image: ]
	A
	he didn’t want an expensive wedding.

	
	[image: ]
	B
	he realizes that he didn’t really know his second son.

	
	[image: ]
	C
	it will not cost much.

	
	[image: ]
	D
	the second son had it all planned out.
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Chapters Twenty-eight to Thirty

Answer each question with a complete sentence.






	1.
	How does Wang Lung’s return to purchase the House of Hwang compare to the first day he entered it? Compare and contrast in 3 ways.


	 


	 


	 


	2.
	Give three reasons why Wang Lung is reluctant to move to the great house?


	 


	 


	3.
	How does renting the land to the local farmers contribute to Wang Lung’s separation from the land?


	 


	 


	4.
	What would you write for an epitaph for Ching, that would describe his true character and the role he played in Wang Lung’s life?


	 


	 


	5.
	Why does Wang Lung get so upset by Ching’s death, and want to bury him in the family burial plot?


	 


	 










	[image: ]

	This novel shows a variety of different relationships within a family: husband and wife, husband and concubine, father and sons, brothers. Many of these relationships were based on a hierarchy of power: one person in the relationship had more power than the other. Discuss what you think would be the author’s message about what makes a successful family relationship: husband-wife, father-son, father-uncle, brother to brother?
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Chapters Thirty-one to Thirty-four

[image: ]







	






	[image: ]


	coquettishly

	doted

	lest

	lewdness

	loath

	malice

	mason

	mused

	proffered

	rapt

	requited

	scorn

	smitten

	sullied






	
	



	Across
	Down




	
1.  Deeply absorbed or engrossed, able to observe in great detail.

5.  In a flirty manner (adverb).

9.  Intense dislike or hatred.

10.  Preoccupied by one’s thoughts.

11.  Dirtied.

13.  Disrespect.

	
2.  Held something out for someone.

3.  Returned or rewarded someone.

4.  Hit hard, or conquered.

6.  Inappropriate or unseemly conduct.

7.  The desire to see someone hurt.

	8.  Spoiled or favored someone.

10.  A bricklayer, or one who builds with stone.

12.  In case something happens.
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Chapters Thirty-one to Thirty-four






	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.




Wang Lung has never personally experienced wars, but he understands that men often said: “We will go to the wars” when they were about to ___________________a               and would rather be soldiers than ___________________b            . Sometimes men went to war when they were ___________________c            , as his cousin had been. Wang Lung had been ___________________d             of war, when he lived in the city because the soldiers would take him, but now he was too old, and felt safe from the effects of the war, instead he was just ___________________e            .

When the soldiers reached town, Wang Lung’s ___________________f             was with them, and he looked ___________________g               than all the other soldiers. The soldiers were ___________________h             in the town, which meant that they moved in with families, and when a man protested, he was ___________________i            . While Wang Lung houses his cousin and other soldiers, new problems developed. The cousin wanted the little slave, ___________________j            , who was terrified. Lotus did not see why she was so upset but Wang Lung felt compassion for her, so he said that she was diseased and sent along another ___________________k               who volunteered. This caused a rift between Lotus and the girl who then spent her time with Wang Lung. Other problems caused by the soldiers living in the great house include building animosity between the two brothers and their wives because they lived in such close ___________________l               and they had such different values and priorities. Also, Wang Lung’s youngest son listened to the tales of war and wanted to become a ___________________m           . Wang Lung wanted his third son to be a farmer, but he said: “I am not an ordinary man. I have my dreams. I wish for ___________________n            .” In Chapter 32, Wang Lung wanted to provide him with a wife or slave, but the only one the third son wanted was Pear Blossom, who was terrified by young men. When Pear Blossom became Wang Lung’s ___________________o            , the third son left.
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Chapters Thirty-one to Thirty-four

Answer each question with a complete sentence.






	1.
	What is ironic about when Lotus says, “And she was jealous of the maid and she sent her from the room when Wang Lung came in and she accused Wang Lung that he looked at the girl.” What type of irony is this?


	 


	 


	2.
	Wang Lung’s first son and his wife have always been concerned with what people thought of them, and of appearing to be noble or of high moral standard. What is the irony of the first son’s reaction to Wang Lung taking Pear Blossom as his concubine? Use evidence from the novel.


	 


	 


	3.
	What do you predict will happen after Wang Lung dies? Justify your response.


	 


	 


	4.
	Wang Lung’s cousin leaves and the slave he was given gives birth to a girl child. Why does Wang Lung give the slave to a tenant farmer on his land?


	 


	 


	5.
	Some people say that Wang Lung’s actions were ruled by guilt; others say compassion. What do you think and why?


	 


	 










	[image: ]

	There are many colloquial expressions that could be used to summarize some of the themes in this novel. In these chapters, we could talk about: “the apple doesn’t fall too far from the tree” when we look at Wang Lung’s sons. One son — his oldest — is very much like Wang Lung, the noble man. The second son is more like his grandfather, and the youngest is perhaps like their mother. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Can you see family traits or personality traits that run through people in your family? Do you take after someone in your family?
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Chapters 1 to 10

Demonstrate Your Style

Take the topic of ‘the land’ in the novel, and write 4 paragraphs, one for each of the following:

•   Narrative

•   Expository

•   Persuasive

•   Descriptive

A narrative paragraph would tell a story related to the farming land. An expository paragraph would teach someone how to farm the land. A persuasive paragraph would convince someone to farm the land, and a descriptive paragraph would describe the land using as many senses as possible.

All paragraphs start with a strong topic sentence, a couple body sentences full of information to support the topic, and finish with a closing or concluding sentence that sums up or helps the reader have a more profound understanding of the topic of the paragraph.
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Chapters 11 to 13

Newspaper Article

Take one event in the novel and write it up as if it were the feature story on the cover of a local newspaper. Study newspaper style writing, recognizing the need to keep your sentences fact-filled, unbiased, and to the point.

The first paragraph should give the most important information right away, and each subsequent paragraph fills in the Who, What, Where, When, Why, and How, with more and more background information. Your feature story should have a photo and a headline to catch the reader’s attention.

Examples of events to cover for the newspaper article could be:

•   the Famine

•   the locust

•   the bandit’s attack on the House of Hwang

•   or choose one of your own









	[image: ]
	 




Chapters 14 to 18

Love of the Land

Wang Lung loves the land as more than just fields. He is connected to his land. In almost every chapter of the novel, his character alludes to the land. He talks of the land as a provider of food and shelter, a testimony to the history of the people who have lived there, and of the honest value of labor. Land gives him his place in society, roots to return to and a chance to gain security.

Look through the book and gather as many ways that Wang Lung considers his land. Write a sensory poem or collection of poems to express the many representations of the land to Wang Lung.

Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Blackbird by Wallace Stevens, is a collection of 13 stanzas, each that give a sensation or ‘different way to look’ at a Blackbird. Using this as an example, write a poem that Wang Lung might have written about the land.

 







	[image: ]
	 




Chapters 19 to 25

Grievance Letter

A grievance letter is a formal letter, written to complain about a situation, and which proposes a solution that you would find acceptable. Write a letter of grievance to one of the characters in the novel, with whom you have a complaint.

Using a traditional business format, use the first paragraph to introduce yourself and briefly describe the purpose of writing the letter. In the second paragraph, you will expand upon the complaint. What is it? Why you have the complaint? Why the situation needs to change?

Finally, in the third paragraph, explain what you want to see done, when and how you want to see the change. Finish with a closing salutation, and your name and signature.
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Chapters 26 to 33

Interview with O-Lan

O-Lan is one of the main characters in the novel, and yet, she doesn’t say much. At times — especially early in his marriage — Wang Lung was mystified and maybe disappointed that she didn’t speak with him.

Imagine you were a late night talk show host, and you have a 5 minute interview time slot to interview O-Lan. What would you ask her? How would you get her talking?

Write the interview with responses that are in sync with her character and with the facts you learned in the novel. If you really focus on the few words she has to say in the novel, as well as her actions, you can get a sense of her character.
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Chapter 34

Literary Analysis

Write a literary analysis of the novel. You may choose one of the following to analyze:

•   the theme

•   the point of view

•   character development

•   the plot

•   the author’s purpose or message

You must start with a thesis paragraph, which introduces the reader to your topic and the belief you have about that topic. Highlight in your thesis paragraph the main 3 supporting arguments for your thesis. In the body of your essay, take one paragraph for each of your supporting arguments and use quotes cited from the novel to support your opinions.

Finish the essay with a paragraph that would answer any opposing opinions, and finally a concluding paragraph that sums up your thesis and leaves the reader considering the points expressed in the essay.
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Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are written backwards.










	unseemly
	destiny
	harlot
	winnow
	quiescent



	haranguing
	merit
	husbanded
	sundered
	remorse



	serf
	mar
	dallied
	yoke
	steward



	omen
	flail
	lotus
	gilt
	garner



	chaff
	relish
	opium
	impudent
	taoist
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	Comprehension Quiz

	[image: ]



	Answer each question in a complete sentence.










	1.
	List 3 reasons why Wang Lung’s father suggested that a slave from the great House of Hwang would make a good wife for him.
	[image: ]

	 


	 


	2.
	Although she was a good wife, what did Wang Lung always dislike about O-Lan?
	[image: ]

	 


	 


	3.
	Compare Wang Lung to his Uncle in 3 ways: work habits, their actions during the Famine, and handling of money.
	[image: ]

	 


	 


	4.
	In many ways, O-Lan was stronger than Wang Lung. Explain one way that O-Lan’s actions demonstrate her physical strength, and one way that demonstrates her emotional strength.
	[image: ]

	 


	 


	5.
	According to Wang Lung, why is the Hwang family failing?
	[image: ]

	 


	 


	6.
	After his neighbors attacked his farm and stole what they could find, why did Wang Lung say he was glad that he had used all his money to buy land before the drought?
	[image: ]

	 


	7.
	How does the second daughter die? Why?
	[image: ]

	 


	 


	SUBTOTAL:
	/14
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	Comprehension Quiz

	 










	8.
	What is the irony when Wang Lung says, “we may be beggars but we are not thieves,” and then beating his second son in the city for stealing the pork?
	[image: ]

	 


	 


	9.
	What is meant by, “There is a way when the rich are too rich, and the poor are too poor.”?
	[image: ]

	 


	 


	10.
	We hear of O-Lan crying in the novel only twice: the first time is when Wang Lung takes away her pearls. Why did he take them? Give 2 reasons.
	[image: ]

	 


	 


	11.
	Why was it so important to Wang Lung to spend time and money with O-Lan as she sickened and died?
	[image: ]

	 


	 


	12.
	What parallels exist between the House of Hwang and the house of Wang at the end of the novel? Compare and contrast 4 elements between the two houses.
	[image: ]

	 


	 


	13.
	What role does Pear Blossom play in Wang Lung’s life? Give examples from the novel.
	[image: ]

	 


	 


	14.
	What is the meaning of the title? Give 2 meanings and use facts from the novel to support your response.
	[image: ]

	 


	 


	SUBTOTAL:
	/18














	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: society’s expectations or standards of beauty meant that girls were more easily married if they had bound feet This meant that they could marry into a family which had more money or status, and hopefully have a better life.



   Vocabulary   

a) dias



b) opium



c) obeisances



d) impudent



e) gilt



f) incense



g) omen



h) merit


	
   1.   

a) 8



b) 3



c) 6



d) 1



e) 4



f) 9



g) 5



h) 7



i) 10



j) 2



   2.   

a) [image: ]  A

b)  [image: ]  C



c) [image: ]  A


	
   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Similarities: Take special care with hygiene and dressing; have a wedding reception with food and friends. Differences: Groom has met his fiancé before the wedding day; the focus of attention at the reception is on the bride or the couple.



   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Chapter 1 “…there remain only slaves to be had for the poor.” He is cautious about spending money on everything from shaving to meat; he has ragged clothes and only one change of clothes; his feast day robe.



   3.   

Quote: “there was straw in her hair when he roused her, and when he called her she put up her arm suddenly in her sleep as though to defend herself from a blow.”



   4.   

Answers will vary, but may include: modesty, quote: “then he was pleased when she said to him. ‘I will hand you…Wang Lung felt in him a great pride, that this woman was his…”; “ but in his heart he was proud of the dishes, for with what meats”.



   5.   

The grandfather means that a baby is the fruit of the marriage being consummated, but he is also alluding to the fact that a family continues with the birth of children, and O-Lan is like the ‘good earth’, fertile, producing the next generation.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



   3.   

Answers will vary, but may include: because they couldn’t afford food; for cash; they had too many children; she was an orphan.



   Vocabulary   

1. E



2. A



3. F



4. G



5. C



6. H



7. D



8. B


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  D

b) [image: ]  A

c) [image: ]  C



   2.   

a) eggs



b) red



c) O-Lan



d) malignant



e) spirits



f) eggs



g) grandfather’s


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Wanted: must be thrifty, able to cook, clean, repair clothing, gather fuel and help in the fields.



   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: O-Lan: to prove to her old mistress that she was not worthless, she was clever and capable; Wang Lung: for family honor.



   3.   

Answers will vary.



   4.   

Answers will vary but may include: money spent on concubines, slaves and opium.



   5.   

Answers will vary.



   6.   

Answers will vary, but may include: It was a symbol for him of wealth and success or good fortune; it brought him honor and respect in the village.





	
11

	
12

	
13

	
14

	
15

	
16

















	
[image: ]

   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



   3.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Women are often called slaves; they were expected to work for the good of the family.



   Vocabulary   

1. b



2. b



3. a



4. d



5. c



6. d



7. a


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  B



b) [image: ]  D



c) [image: ]  A

   2.   

a)  F 



b)  T 



c)  F 



d)  F 



e)  T 



f)  F 



g)  T 



h)  T 


	
   1.   

Family honor.



   2.   

She smiles when she looks at him.



   3.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Lazy, foolish and selfish, jealous and vindictive, opportunistic and amoral .



   4.   

Answers will vary, but may include: House of Hwang will sell more land; they are already broke and spending too much money; it will be attacked and ransacked just as the villagers crazed with hunger attacked Wang Lung; people at the gate of the house have lost respect for them and are cursing the House of Hwang.



   5.   

Answers will vary, but should include that his Uncle’s family would continue to extort or expect money and/or food from Wang Lung. Also, that the Uncle’s children will not behave according to Wang Lung’s moral code.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: hardworking, determined, resourceful, thrifty, frugal.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



   Vocabulary   

Reasons will vary.



1. c



2. d



3. b



4. c



5. c


	
   1.   

a) train



b) mats; wall; remember



c) beg; ashamed; 8; 13; money



d) rickshaw



e) public kitchens; cauldrons; stampede



f) 4; beg; girl



g) second; pork; thieves



h) O-Lan; meat



   2.   

a) the firewagon (train)



b) the mat huts build along the grey wall



c) Wang Lung pulling the rickshaw for the first time



d) the poor people



e) the hairy white foreigner who gave him a gospel tract


	
   1.   

O-Lan lived through a famine when she was young, and knew to preserve food if possible, even the cobs of corn could be eaten. She learned to build mat huts, beg, scavenge and steal when her family had fled to the south. She listens to what is happening around her and takes advantage when the great house is broken open. When she was a slave, she had learned that people with treasure will have a hiding place often in the walls; this helped her find a treasure to get them back home.

   2.   

This is hinting that when people are young enough to still have hope, they will become unhappy and perhaps rebel, foreshadowing the invasion of the wealthy house, and perhaps other actions in the future.

   3.   

This statement tells us that O-Lan was very poorly treated as a slave in the House of Hwang, and it also tells us that she loves her husband, that she would consider selling a child into slavery just so he can get home to his lands.

   4.   

O-Lan says “If it were only I, she would be killed before she was sold… the slave of slaves was I! But a dead girl brings nothing. I would sell this girl for you-to take you back to the land.”

   5.   

He was afraid of being ‘shanghaied’ (meaning abducted by soldiers to work for them in the upcoming war). The soldiers were combing the city and taking any able bodied man with them.
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18

	
19

	
20


	
21

	
22

















	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



   Vocabulary   

1. relish



2. boisterously



3. garner



4. shambled



5. lenient



6. hampered



7. surly



8. wistfulness


	
   1.   

a) 1

b) 4

c) 6

d) 3

e) 5

f) 2



   2.   

a) the House of Hwang



b) one long braid



c) beans



d) pearls



e) land



f) ox


	
   1.   

The sons are living elsewhere, the daughters are married off. The old lord still lives there with his slave Cuckoo. The wife died during an invasion by bandits and slaves and concubines raped and taken away, along with all the money and valuables.

   2.   

Cuckoo is opportunistic and adaptable. She is a survivor: she hides when the bandits come, and so survives and take control of the lord of the house. A cuckoo bird would often hide its egg in another bird’s nest, and allow the other bird do all the work to raise their young. Cuckoo, is always looking for opportunities to have someone else earning her keep.



   3.   

He sends his sons to school so they can look after the business of selling the grains, and being sure that the contracts are written correctly. He also sent his boys to school out of pride: he didn’t want to be ridiculed any more, and he had started to see himself as more than just a farmer, and so wanted to have educated sons, like wealthy families.

   4.   

Wang Lung is being modest, or humble, but this could also stem from his desire to not anger the malignant spirits.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



   Vocabulary   

1. I



2. E



3. D



4. C



5. F



6. G



7. H



8. A



9. B


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  B



b) [image: ]  B



c) [image: ]  C

d) [image: ]  A



e) [image: ]  A


	
[image: ]

   1.   

a) Verbal Irony: Cuckoo is using sarcasm to make fun of Wang Lung’s choice of a beautiful woman.



b) Situational Irony: he is a farmer, he has always loved being a part of the land, he knows that the house of Hwang fell from moving to farm from the land and the values of living a farmer’s lifestyle,…and he is embarrassed by being what/who he is.



c) Situational Irony: the beautiful pearls are being cast before swine. Lotus is a prostitute, O-Lan is a great wife and mother, so she is more valuable, plus Lotus is not nice: she manipulates Wang Lung to get what she wants.

   2.   

When Wang Lung’s father realizes that there is a harlot in the house he says, “And I had one woman and my father had one woman and we farmed the land.”



   3.   

Lotus is mean to his children, especially Wang Lung’s mentally handicapped child who she says that she would not have come if she knew there was a child such as her in the house. Wang Lung loves his children and sees Lotus in a less than perfect light from now on.



   4.   

Answers will vary.
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   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: jealousy and fighting among the wives; problems deciding who lives where; who is to do what around the house; and the husband may have problems pleasing both wives; may feel more guilt or stress.



   Vocabulary   

1. d



2. a



3. d



4. a



5. a



6. a



7. a



8. a



9. d



10. a


	
   1.   

a) toy; pleasure; work; borne; fed



b) sons; money; son; locust



c) troubles



d) study; Lotus; beats; bamboo



   2.   

a) [image: ]  D



b) [image: ]  D



c) [image: ]  A


	
   1.   

Wang Lung was infatuated with Lotus’ ‘love sick’, and by working on the farm he clears his mind, and remembers what is important to him.

   2.   

During the Famine, Wang Lung’s uncle talked to the villagers about how Wang Lung was rich and greedy and withholding food from family and friends, to incite an attack against him. In this chapter, he is trying to attach himself to his now rich and influential nephew and brags about him in the local village.

   3.   

Wang Lung is proud of having a concubine, proud of having a son who is a scholar, and he was proud of the respect he got for his wealth.

   4.   

O-Lan suggests that he is getting older and wants a woman, as well that it is happening to him because he is idle.

   5.   

When Wang Lung heard this he gave a great groan, for the whore was one well known of many men and none went to her except poor and common men, for she was no longer yours and she was willing to give much for little.” This quote shows that what Wang Lung was most upset about is that the woman was visited only by the poor and common men.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary, but should include: University/College, apprenticeships, trade school, learn on the job, night school, online training, diplomas/certificates for specific skill sets.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but should include: Benefits — they will pick with logic, not emotion; they may have connections and resources to help the process. Drawbacks — may select career and spouse for their reasons and not yours.

   Vocabulary   

1. D



2. E



3. A



4. H



5. I



6. M



7. B



8. C



9. L



10. J



11. N



12. K



13. G



14. F


	
   1.   

a) father



b) merchant



c) Cuckoo



d) daughter



e) farmer



f) poor fool



g) yellow



h) say



i) slowly



j) groan



k) doctor



l) die



m) wept



n) murmur



o) meat



p) ugly



q) beaten



r) father



s) loved



t) pity


	
   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: loves money, is a good communicator, crafty, sharp clever, negotiates money even from his brother when he is going out at night.

   2.   

For a year, he will work for food, then he may have a piece of silver every month. At the end of 3 years, he gets 3 pieces of silver every month, then he is no longer an apprentice. Besides his wage, he can keep whatever he can extract from the buyer.

   3.   

Wang Lung likes being tied to Liu to guarantee fair market prices. Also, he is wealthy and stable, so Wang Lung won’t have to support him. Lui likes being tied to Wang Lung because he has social stature and power, and is wealthy so he won’t have to support him, so they plan for their children to marry.

   4.   

In those days in China, a girl without her feet bound could not have a financially stable husband. Only peasants couldn’t afford to bind feet. As we saw with Wang Lung, he just could not get over O-Lan’s big feet. Wang Lung cares about O-Lan in many ways, but at this point in his life, he is so concerned about appearing as a noble family, he has a hard time seeing her as anything other than his work horse.

   5.   

In the first half of the novel, Wang Lung values O-Lan’s work ethic, thriftiness, and resourcefulness. He feels that her body is attractive, and he values her ability to have children and her skills at cooking. In the second half of the novel, Wang Lung doesn’t need O-Lan to have a strong work ethic, he value’s Lotus instead for her leisure. He seems to care more about how his family looks to others. The changes happen because he has so much wealth.

   6.   

Answers will vary.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.



   Vocabulary   

1. c



2. c



3. c



4. a



5. a



6. a



7. b


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

a) pride



b) greedy



c) lazy



d) low self-esteem



e) pride



f) ruthlessness



   2.   

a) [image: ]  A



b) [image: ]  B


	
   1.   

Wang Lung is more confident, he looks down at the poor and enters as master of the house.



   2.   

He finds it more peaceful away from his family; he is still connected to the land; he wants to be near Ching until he finds a good wife for his second son.



   3.   

When he rents out all his land, he can no longer go out and work the land, touch it, or be healed by it.



   4.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Ching was a good farmer, loyal, honest, and dedicated.



   5.   

He is upset by Ching’s death partly because Ching had been a peaceful person in his life, as well as a connection to the old way of living. Ching had been like a brother to him, taking an interest in his welfare and caring for his fields.




	
   Vocabulary   

Across



1. rapt



5. coquettishly



9. loath



10. mused



11. sullied



13. scorn



Down



2. proffered



3. requited



4. smitten



6. lewdness



7. malice



8. doted



10. mason



12. lest


	
   1.   

a) starve



b) beg



c) restless



d) afraid



e) curious



f) cousin



g) fiercer



h) quartered



i) stabbed



j) Pear Blossom



k) slave



l) proximity



m) soldier



n) glory



o) concubine


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Lotus’s petty jealousy of the maid causes Wang Lung to notice her, and eventually take her as a concubine — the very thing that Lotus wanted to prevent. This is an example of situational irony.

   2.   

Wang Lung’s first son looks at his father with envy rather than contempt. If he were truly concerned with doing the right thing, he would have had contempt for his father, instead he is truly concerned with ‘appearing’ wealthy and eventually he too takes a concubine. This is an example of situational irony.



   3.   

Answers will vary.



   4.   

Answers will vary.



   5.   

Answers will vary.
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Word Search Puzzle
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   1.   

A slave doesn’t cost much, she will work hard, she will be subservient not willful.

   2.   

Her feet.

   3.   

Wang Lung worked hard; did the job right; his uncle was lazy. During the Famine, Wang Lung tried to preserve as much food as possible; eventually went south to survive; Uncle may have eaten children, sold girls and became a bandit. Wang Lung was thrifty; Uncle gambled and spent money freely.

   4.   

O-Lan gave birth to their second child and then joined Wang Lung in the fields for the rest of the day’s work. When the farmers broke in to the home, she stood up to them, and told them not to destroy their furniture.

   5.   

They are selling their land; because they are losing touch with their land.

   6.   

Wang Lung was glad he had purchased the second piece of land from the House of Hwang because they couldn’t steal that from him.

   7.   

The second daughter dies at birth, probably by strangulation. Her mother realized that there would be no food for her, and it was a common practice, often seen as kinder or less suffering for the baby to kill it immediately after birth, to avoid suffering a slower death of starvation.


	
   8.   

O-Lan and Wang Lung both steal gold and jewels from the wealthy family in the city, and that allows them to return home and become a wealthy family in their village.

   9.   

Often the poor will rebel and take wealth from the rich. Also, the poor sell their children into slavery.

   10.   

Wang Lung takes the pearls to give to Lotus, his concubine. He says it doesn’t make sense that O-Lan would have something so beautiful.

   11.   

He felt guilty about how badly he had treated her, and he realized that she had done so much for the family. Perhaps, he also wanted everyone to know that he had done everything that he could for his wife, so they didn’t talk badly about him.

   12.   

The House of Hwang appointed middle men to manage the rents off the land (they rented the land to farmers); so does Wang Lung’s family. The Wang Lung family takes concubines as did the house of Hwang. Some in the House of Hwang used opium, as does Wang Lung’s uncle and aunt. House of Hwang sells its land, and Wang Lung’s sons plan on selling the land as soon as possible.

   13.   

Pear Blossom becomes like a care giver to him and his handicapped daughter. She promises to look after Wang Lung’s daughter.

   14.   

Answers will vary.





	
44

	
45

	
46






[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]


[image: ]

OEBPS/images/tickmark.png





OEBPS/images/spotlight.jpg
@ A" SpolliGhb On..






OEBPS/images/vocabulary.png
iVocabulary





OEBPS/images/title.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0006-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/writingtask6a.jpg
Vﬁfﬁmg lagk + 6 @






OEBPS/images/f0005-02.png
Every question matches
up with its answer!





OEBPS/images/writingtask5a.jpg
Vﬁfﬁmg lagk + & @






OEBPS/images/f0006-03.jpg
e C ¢ 0 0 °

e
SmRb B
SR SR SRR e e e ey






OEBPS/images/f0006-02.jpg
Venn Diagram

e me vern g o iy cr s compor o o
odb oy R T T o Eea PO T
ot Mo pice s wd cics it WiSme

o a8 53 e IR AP Q08 B 2321

PG The A g o G 310 Compcrs o AT
e e e e

WL e et S G, e Sactn e

o 1o ot o oconaahlr Tk CarpersWeng

oo Geam o Cg oot oo

s/ Chonaeyene






OEBPS/images/eze.jpg





OEBPS/images/writingtask2a.jpg





OEBPS/images/Dot.jpg





OEBPS/images/writingtask1.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0005-01.png





OEBPS/images/writingtask4.jpg
@ Vfﬂ}mg Tagk + 4





OEBPS/images/ezfm.jpg





OEBPS/images/writingtask3a.jpg
@ B thmg Tagk - 5






OEBPS/images/critical.png
Chapter Questions
skills for pter Q I

Graphic
Organizers

TR A3 88 X
Critical Thinking T LA d A A e L
— e* ~ - — - ~ ~ ~N o
20| « Identify Story Elements AR AR AR AR AN AR ArAarars 4
- '5 « Recall Details AR AR AR AR ARANATArAarams v
= 2 | Match v vlv v
E @ | * Sequence Events 4 v
=
&
g0 [+ Compare & Contrast v v VIV 4
~N 'é  Summarize I v v|v]v v 7 4
: & | * State Main Idea IV v
E % « Describe v v v v
- E * Classify
en 80| e Plan v v v
= i
o 5. Interview v
a 2| + Infer Outcomes v v IV v
- <] Analyze v v
+ 2| Draw Conclusions v IV |V
- E\ « Identify Supporting Evidence | v v v v
E = | * Motivations IV v v v
- é « Identify Cause & Effect IV
1 | ¢ State & Defend an Opinion IV 4 e 4
= = |+ Make Judgements v v 4 4
=)
2%
=
© oo * Predict AR A RA K 4 v
~ £ | « Design
B g
E © | * Create v v v
L'—l Ole. Imagine Alternatives v v )






OEBPS/images/backcover.jpg
® | TheoidManand
i THE!SEA

©c2006

I
Visit us at:
CLASSROOM COMPLETE!PRESS .com

B

1]} A]’WOUTJ Thie Rook

The Good EARTH

By Pearl S. Buck

he Good Earth is a Pulitzer Prize winning
story about family life in a Chinese village
before World War I1. Wang Lung and his
new wife O-Lan buy land from the Hwang family in
the hopes of starting a modest farm. During this time,
O-Lan gives birth to three sons and three daughters.
The first daughter becomes mentally handicapped
due to severe malnutrition and famine, causing O-Lan
to kill the second daughter and sell the third to a
merchant. Famine and drought force the family to leave
for a large city in the South to find work. Arriving in
the city, Wang Lung finds a job pulling a rickshaw,
while his family turns to begging. Things get better
when armies approach the city and a food riot erupts
Wang Lung receives enough money to return home
and have a prosperous life

ceereeseness Inside y°u’" Find --.cvvvvteee

Teacher Guide
* Information and tools for the teacher

Student Handout
* Reproducible worksheets and activities

@ Easy Marking™ Answer Key

* Answers [or student activities

@ Graphic Organizers & Rubric

iSBN 9731559196755

| vll 01295
7815531

99755






OEBPS/images/didyouknow.png





OEBPS/images/numb11.png
1





OEBPS/images/numb13.png
13





OEBPS/images/numb12.png
12





OEBPS/images/circle3.jpg





OEBPS/images/rafterread.jpg
A her You Read @






OEBPS/images/circle2.jpg





OEBPS/images/pencil.jpg
2
&
Q





OEBPS/images/circle4.jpg





OEBPS/images/circle32.jpg





OEBPS/images/rbeforeread.jpg
A Belore You Read @





OEBPS/images/page38-01.jpg
10

13

11

12






OEBPS/images/numb14.png
14





OEBPS/images/circle1.jpg





OEBPS/images/pen.png
Journaling Prompt






OEBPS/images/cir.png





OEBPS/images/page_052-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
Literature Kit™

The Good

EARTH

By Pearl S. Buck

2 Reproducible CLASSROOM COMPL! SS





OEBPS/images/apple.jpg





OEBPS/images/alph14.png





OEBPS/images/beforeyouteach-left.jpg
O Before You Teach





OEBPS/images/beforeread.jpg
@ 0 Befoce You Read





OEBPS/images/numb02.png





OEBPS/images/numb01.png





OEBPS/images/alph11.png





OEBPS/images/numb08.png





OEBPS/xhtml/toc.html






		Cover



		Title



		Contents



		Teacher Guide



		Assessment Rubric



		How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?



		Graphic Organizers



		Bloom’s Taxonomy for Reading Comprehension



		Teaching Strategies



		Summary of the Story



		Vocabulary









		Student Handouts



		Spotlight on Pearl S. Buck



		Chapter Questions



		Chapters 1–2



		Chapters 3–6



		Chapters 7–9



		Chapters 10–14



		Chapters 15–17



		Chapters 18–21



		Chapters 22–24



		Chapters 25–27



		Chapters 28–30



		Chapters 31–34









		Writing Tasks



		Word Search



		Comprehension Quiz









		Easy-Marking™ Answer Key



		Graphic Organizers

















OEBPS/images/alph10.png





OEBPS/images/numb07.png





OEBPS/images/alph13.png





OEBPS/images/numb10.png
10





OEBPS/images/alph12.png





OEBPS/images/numb09.png





OEBPS/images/numb04.png





OEBPS/images/numb03.png





OEBPS/images/alph09.png





OEBPS/images/numb06.png





OEBPS/images/alph08.png





OEBPS/images/numb05.png





OEBPS/images/name.jpg
NAME:






OEBPS/images/alph03.png





OEBPS/images/tick.jpg





OEBPS/images/alph04.png





OEBPS/images/beforeyouteach-right.jpg
(D Before You Teach G





OEBPS/images/alph01.png





OEBPS/images/f0008-01.png
EAST WIND:
WESTWIND

. N

JOY LUCK






OEBPS/images/alph02.png





OEBPS/images/alph07.png





OEBPS/images/alph05.png





OEBPS/images/logo.jpg





OEBPS/images/alph06.png





OEBPS/images/f0055-01.jpg
The natural life cycle that a farmer sees in the seasons, is a powerful image for the life
cycle of many in this novel. The inside of the wheel represents the seasons:

* Spring - preparing, planning, planting, new life, early and fragile growth
* Summer - warmth, growing in a set pattern.

* Fall - plant life slows, fruit is harvested, preserved

* Winter - idleness, dead plants, waiting for spring

On the outside of the circle in each season, record Wang Lung’s ‘timeline’ of the story
as it reflects with the seasons in the space provided

/i
A 4





OEBPS/images/f0054-01.jpg
Venn Diagram

o000 00005 eoe0e

Use the Venn Diagram to quickly and easily compare two characters.
Record any characteristic that is held in common between the two
characters in the place where the two circles infersect. Write the
characteristics not shared in the area of the circle owned uniquely by each
character. The Venn Diagram can also be used to compare two different
events or situations. For example: compare the marriage of O-Lan and
Wang Lung fo that of their first born child. Compare the celebration of the
first born child to that of the second and/or third. Compare Wang Lung’s
reaction fo the death of Ching fo that of O-Lan.

Character/Event: Character/Event:






OEBPS/images/lafterread.jpg
@ A ber You Read @





OEBPS/images/free.jpg
v/ 6 BONUS Activity Pages! Additional worksheets for your students

® Go to our website: www.classroomcompletepress.com/bonus
e Enter item CC2004

e Enter pass code CC2004D for Activity Pages.






OEBPS/images/afteryouread1.jpg
@ MTer You Read @





OEBPS/images/f0010-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/afteryouread2.jpg
A her You Read @






OEBPS/images/f0008-02.png





OEBPS/images/f0053-01.jpg
Gather information on one of the main characters in each chapter
to complete the character skefch.

Character
A typical quote from the Thoughts (with citation):
character (with citation):

Biceps - Strengths
of the character:

What/who is a pain in the

neck for this character?
hat or who does

Left Hand - What weapons “ter love? a
does this character have Right Hand - What does the

(real or metaphorical)? character own or cherish?

Back Leg - Where diid the
character come from?

Front Leg - Where is the
character going (real
journey or metaphorical)?

Back Ankle - Weaknesses
of the chara






OEBPS/images/f0044-01.png





OEBPS/images/f0007-02.png
Teaching Strategies





OEBPS/images/f0007-01.jpg
LEVEL 6
Creating
LEVEL 5
Evaluating
LEVEL 4
Analysing
LEVEL 3
Applying
LEVEL 2
Understanding
LEVEL 1
Remembering





