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The Road









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates some understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a considerable understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	Content

•    Information and details relevant to focus


	Elements incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements are complete; details missing

	All required elements are complete; key details contain some description

	All required elements are complete; enough description for clarity




	Style

•    Effective word choice and originality

•    Precise language

	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language




	Conventions

•    Spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our literature kit is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. Our guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities that match the student’s abilities.

Our literature kit divides the novel by sections and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include survival, courage, the strength of family, and hope. The Road provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion because it presents the fight for survival in a time of tremendous loss in terms of moral versus mere physical strength and resourcefulness. Deep existential issues are dealt with by the protagonists, not as abstracts, but as day-to-day decisions affecting their lives and affecting the future; something which is rarely mentioned, but ever present in their minds.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns—just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of The Road. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	THE USE OF LANGUAGE IN THE ROAD
This activity should follow a discussion of the unique ways in which Cormac McCarthy deviates from standard punctuation, spelling and grammar. This activity should be a discussion centered on the reasons the author chose to make such alterations to what is considered good grammar and punctuation as well as his invention of new words by pushing existing ones together.
Found on Page 53.











	ANALYSIS: THE FATHER-SON BOND
Most of the story is told from the point of view of the father; but his constant attention is on the welfare of his son. Near the beginning, he even compares the boy to God. The son, for his part, is terrified of being without his father; though he gradually comes to realize that he will have to fend for himself well before he could be considered a man. This activity should be a discussion of how and to what degree the needs of the environment have changed the nature of the normal father-son relationship from what might have existed in more normal times.
Found on Page 54.
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	THEMES
A discussion of the themes of the novel should be had, after it has been read. The major themes are:

•   Survival in a time of critical scarcity of resources as well as the absence of any external enforcement of order.

•   The Golden Rule: The differences between father and son regarding kindness to others, ‘doing good’ is a point of tension.

•   Integrity and survival: Telling the truth, never breaking promises; these are principles that the father teaches the son, but do they matter anymore?

Found on Page 55.













	 
	[image: ]






	[image: ]




	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

The Road is the story of a father and son (neither one named) years after a global catastrophe has killed most people and virtually all animal and plant life on Earth. A perpetual overcast has blotted out sight of sky for a long time and the world is growing colder. The pair have been living the lives of scavengers for years, traveling from place to place looking for food, temporary shelter, and trying to avoid others who long ago resorted to violence and cannibalism to stay alive.

The father’s goal is to get far enough south that the increasing cold of the coming winter will not kill them. As the story progresses, we learn that the man has a serious respiratory illness that will eventually kill him. He is very concerned to instill in his son the lessons he will need to survive on his own.

The father and son are perpetually on the edge of starvation; rarely finding caches of food, and several times nearly being captured or killed by marauders less finicky about the kind of food they eat.

The novel ends sometime after the two make it to the coast of an ocean and the man dies of his illness. An older man who has been trailing the two for some time almost immediately approaches the boy. He invites him to join the group he leads and the boy accepts.

Suggestions for Further Reading
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OTHER BOOKS BY CORMAC MCCARTHY

Outer Dark © 1968
Child of God © 1973
Suttree © 1979
Blood Meridian, or the Evening Redness in the West © 1985
All the Pretty Horses © 1992
The Crossing © 1994
Cities of the Plain © 1998
No Country for Old Men © 2005


OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

H. G. Wells, The World Set Free © 1914
George Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four © 1949
Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451 © 1953
Walter M. Miller, Jr., A Canticle for Leibowitz © 1960
Robert A. Heinlein, Farnham’s Freehold © 1964
Suzanne Collins, The Hunger Games © 2008
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List of Vocabulary



SECTION 1

• glaucoma • tarpaulin • granitic • rimstone • alabaster • decanting • slutlamp • glassed • uncoupled • windfall • eyebolt • downcountry • cauterized • refracted • autistic • gambreled • bulldrums • pipeclayed • languor • sconces • frescoes • chifforobe • palings • discalced






SECTION 2

• causeways • quaint • primrose • scavenged • shorn • switchbacks • firedrake • litany • godspoke • immolate • deranged • overlook • waddle • disclets • escarpment • laved • threadbare • eddied • jackknifed • ironwork • incandescence





SECTION 3

• cannonading • macadam • mastic • feral • coagulate • providential • provenance • faithless • advents • meconium • bracken • stakebed • lumbering • colliculus • gyrus • siwash • billets • embankment • palisade • anointing • incandescent • rivets • chalice • claggy • changeling






SECTION 4

• sappers • sideboard • cornmeal • viaduct • junction • matrix • skylighted • blueprint • abreast • lanyards • gait • phalanx • tasseled • supplementary • catamites • sullen • floundered • hillocks • kerfs





SECTION 5

• treadmarks • lope • port cochere • bracken • privet • façade • sleavings • soffits • chattel • foyer • domino • Morris • dentil • buffet • windrow • boxwoods • harrow • rendering • billets • cane • canebrake • accrue • illucid • crepe • duff • gable • formica • cistern • mendicant • friars • palimpsest






SECTION 6

• chert • intestate • spill • serrated • jerry • stenciled • corroded • butane • miscellaneous • krugerrands • implements • whittled • sumptuous • enkindle • dismantling • apocalyptic • grommets • balustrade • scrim





SECTION 7

• rucksack • rummaged • tentatively • threadbare • dwindling • cornbread • tefon • cowled • gullied • spooned • kudzu • throttle • patterans • commissaries • talc • trundling • piedmont • desiccated • culvert • emaciated • migratory • periodic • floundered • haggard • jackstraw • envacuuming






SECTION 8

• liveoak • stubble • loggia • portico • cinderblock • palladian • pantry • flue • Empire • knurled • bucksaw • rattail • attire • outbuildings • trundled • disinterred • wrack • razorous • okra • myriad • beachcombers • headland • promontory • tidewrack • sepulchre • transom • davits • turnbuckles • teak • bilge • saloon • fiddles • clerestory • seepage • sou’wester • valise • humidor • sextant • verdigris • baize • jetty • salvable • caddy • companionway • gimballed • heath





SECTION 9

• plunder • pampooties • dredged • conjuring • leanto • trundling • communes • spatula • shorelands • hallooing • saltgrass • congealing • creosote • gantry • breeched • broadhead • strapiron • suture • taut






SECTION 10

• wheelhouses • truss • downshore • scarpbolts • phlegm • askew • ensepulchred • crozzled • tabernacle • slough • hagmoss • hydroptic • secular • skeins • abutment • derelict • pattering • isthmus • lanyard • bandolier • skirmishes • stoven • weirded • torsional • vermiculate
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Cormac McCarthy
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Cormac McCarthy was born in Rhode Island on July 20, 1933, the third of six children. At the age of four, he moved with his family to Knoxville, Tennessee.

Cormac was raised Roman Catholic, attending a Catholic High School. His studies in liberal arts at the University of Tennessee were interrupted by a four-year stint in the U.S. Air Force (1953–57). He finished University (having won the Ingram-Merrill Award for creative writing in 1959 and 1960 for his short fiction) and moved to Chicago in 1960, where he worked as an auto mechanic while writing his first novel.

Until the publication of All the Pretty Horses in 1992 (which sold 190,000 in hard cover in its first six months), McCarthy lived mostly on grants received from (among others) American Academy of Arts and Letters, a Rockefeller Foundation Grant, and the Guggenheim Fellowship for Creative Writing.

Some of the places Cormac McCarthy has lived in include Alaska, Ireland, England, France, Switzerland, Italy, and on the island of Ibiza, Spain (the site of an artists’ colony of sorts in the 1960s). Currently, McCarthy, his third wife Jennifer Winkley, and their son John Francis (born 1999) live in Tesque, New Mexico on the outskirts of Santa Fe. McCarthy is the writer in residence at the Santa Fe Institute.
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•   Cormac was born Charles McCarthy but changed his name to reflect his kinship with another famous Cormac McCarthy, the builder of Blarney Castle in Ireland.

•   Until his retirement in 1993, Cormac McCarthy’s editor was Albert Erskine, the man who edited all of William Faulkner’s novels.

•   In 1969, McCarthy and his second wife moved into a barn near Louisville, Kentucky that the author completely renovated himself. According to the former Mrs. McCarthy, her then-husband added a stone chimney and room. He also gathered and kiln-dried all the wood and gathered all the stones himself. He salvaged bricks for the renovation from the boyhood home of author, journalist, poet, and Knoxville native James Agee.

•   His favorite novel is Herman Melville’s Moby Dick (1851).

•   Most information about Cormac McCarthy is second hand, as he does not do interviews (as a rule) and dislikes talking about writing.
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Section One

(From the beginning to the paragraph “It’s all right. We shouldn’t have come.”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Most of what we rely on every day is tied to the network of interacting technology. If a global holocaust destroyed those systems, what would be the hardest bit of technological convenience for you to live without?



	




	 




	2.
	How much do you know about cannibalism? In the novel, cannibalism is used in order to survive. Could you indulge in cannibalism to survive?
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word. Be careful — a couple are a bit tricky!













	tarpaulin

	granitic

	decanting

	windfall




	cauterized

	gambreled

	languor

	chifforobe












	 

	1.
	Judging by the gritty taste, David hadn’t done a good job transferring the wine from the bottle.



	 

	2.
	Having dealt with the hostility of his peers for the last six years accustomed Justin against feeling hurt by his co-workers’ bad behavior.



	 

	3.
	Sarah was delighted that, as well as drawers, the dresser had a space for hanging clothes.



	 

	4.
	Gilbert’s determination to pass his driver’s test this time was unyielding.



	 

	5.
	The large canvas would protect the wood from getting wet, at least for a while.



	 

	6.
	Four miles of walking had left Brittany with a strong feeling of lassitude.



	 

	7.
	After hearing his shout, the group found David hanging by one leg from a tree-branch; a Manwich on a plate just out of his reach on the ground.



	 

	8.
	Jocelyn considered the $20 bill she found hers by right, rather than a boon.
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Section One

(From the beginning to the paragraph “It’s all right. We shouldn’t have come.”)









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	
	a)
	The man woke from a dream of what?
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	A
	His wife.
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	B
	A monster in a cave.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	The disaster that destroyed the world.
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	D
	The Sun.



	
	b)
	Why do the man and the boy carry full knapsacks when they also have a shopping cart with them?
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	A
	The shopping cart may have to be abandoned if they have to run.
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	B
	The shopping cart is too full to hold everything.
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	C
	The shopping cart is falling apart and they don’t want to trust it with everything.
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	D
	No reason is given by the author.



	
	c)
	Why did the man and boy go back to the gas station?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	They forgot the cart.
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	B
	There was a place they didn’t search that might have food.
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	C
	The man forgot that they needed water.
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	D
	The man realized there might be oil in the discarded bottles in a trashcan.



	
	d)
	Besides food, what did the man worry about most?
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	A
	Their shoes.
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	B
	Fuel for light and cooking.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	His own failing health.
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	D
	Being attacked by gangs of starving men.



	
	e)
	Why did the man fear pleasant dreams?
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	A
	He thought they would drive him insane.
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	B
	He was afraid he would never want to wake from them.
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	C
	He thought they meant he was giving up.
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	D
	He loved pleasant dreams.
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Section One

(From the beginning to the paragraph “It’s all right. We shouldn’t have come.”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.







	1.
	At the abandoned gas station, the man dialed the phone number of his father’s house. Why do you think he did that?



	




	 




	2.
	What did the boy want when he realized that the man had found some oil in the abandoned gas station?



	




	 




	3.
	Why did the man and boy leave their lamp and go to the top of the hill after the light faded from the sky?



	




	 




	 




	4.
	When the man found an unopened can of soda in the abandoned supermarket, why did he want the boy to drink the whole thing?



	




	 




	 




	5.
	Why was the boy scared to go into the house his father used to live in?
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	Picture yourself as a lone refugee in this world. You have nothing; no food or light; little good clothing. You see the boy and the man pass your hiding place beside the road. Write a journal entry in which you describe what you feel as you watch them pass and what — if anything — you do.
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Section Two

(From the paragraph that starts with “Three nights later in the foothills…” to the paragraph that starts with “There was a skylight….”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	If you were in the father’s position in this story, would you deprive yourself to keep your child alive? Why or why not?



	




	 




	 




	2.
	Why do you think the father keeps going on, after all the years of trying to survive?
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.














	 1 
	escarpment
	 
	yellow flowers
	 A 



	 2 
	switchbacks
	 
	hairpin turns
	 B 



	 3 
	causeways
	 
	destroy by fire
	 C 



	 4 
	jackknifed
	 
	wobble while walking
	 D 



	 5 
	immolate
	 
	a long, precipitous, cliff-like ridge
	 E 



	 6 
	primrose
	 
	raised roads or paths across low or wet ground
	 F 



	 7 
	incandescence
	 
	taken from discarded material
	 G 



	 8 
	waddle
	 
	scooped up water
	 H 



	 9 
	scavenged
	 
	bent sharply in the middle
	 I 



	10
	laved
	 
	light caused by heating something until it glows
	 J 
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Section Two

(From the paragraph that starts with “Three nights later in the foothills…” to the paragraph that starts with “There was a skylight….”)











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	
	T
	F
	a)
	When the earth trembled under them one night, the man told the boy it was a train passing.



	
	T
	F
	b)
	The man turned away from the boy before coughing so the boy wouldn’t see the blood he coughed into the snow.



	
	T
	F
	c)
	The man tried to take the last of the hot cocoa for himself.



	
	T
	F
	d)
	The boy had a bad dream about a wind-up toy robot that caught fire.



	
	T
	F
	e)
	Even though it was freezing cold, the man and the boy went swimming near a waterfall.



	
	T
	F
	f)
	The man never looked in the back of the trailer because he was afraid of what he would find.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in the section.
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	a)
	The man tells the boy stories of courage and justice from the old world.



	 
	[image: ]
	b)
	They camp in the cab of a truck.
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	c)
	The man remembers people wearing masks and goggles squatting by the side of the road.
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	d)
	The man and the boy cook and eat some mushrooms.
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	e)
	The man tells the boy that they can’t keep following the river.
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	f)
	The man remembers trout swimming in a stream.
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Section Two

(From the paragraph that starts with “Three nights later in the foothills…” to the paragraph that starts with “There was a skylight….”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why did the man say the state roads would be there for a long time?



	




	 




	2.
	What did the man compare the Sun to?



	




	 




	3.
	What did the man and the boy eat with the last of their cocoa?



	




	 




	4.
	What did the man do when he and the boy found a good place to stop?



	




	 




	 




	5.
	How did they get their cart past the tractor-trailer?



	




	 




	 




	6.
	How did the man see inside the trailer?
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	The man’s memories tell of societies that rose briefly in the first years after the disaster. They chanted, burned bonfires on ridges, and sacrificed other people. You are a member of one such society. Write a journal entry describing one of these ceremonies. Focus on the desperation of the people involved.
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Section Three

(From the paragraph that starts with “They camped that night in the woods…” to the paragraph that starts with “In the morning they came up out of the ravine….”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	If you were a traveler on the road in this future, would you be more likely to help, or avoid other people?



	




	 




	 




	2.
	Do you think it would be kinder to help your loved ones in this future or to kill them? Why?
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.













	macadam

	feral

	provenance

	colliculus




	siwash

	palisade

	anointing

	claggy











	1.
	The __________of the turkey being unknown, Charlie decided eating any of it would be most unwise.



	2.
	“There’s no way we can get to the river over that,” Ernie said, pointing to the __________.



	3.
	They called it a ‘camp’, but looking at the squatters ringing the trash can fire, it seemed to be more of a __________.



	4.
	They had expected such a busy road to be paved with stone or concrete, but found it was only __________.



	5.
	Ferris had hoped his ___________date would be more lively and independent.



	6.
	Joseph arrived at the ___________ceremony having forgotten the crystal flask of chrism.



	7.
	The __________of the rock fort was a devastatingly effective offensive position.



	8.
	Shoelle’s parents told her to stay away from the ____________cats that lived in the barn, when she visited her uncle’s farm.
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Section Three

(From the paragraph that starts with “They camped that night in the woods…” to the paragraph that starts with “In the morning they came up out of the ravine….”)








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the section.



	 
	a)
	He built a cookfire against a rock and they ate the last of the ________and a can of spinach.



	 
	b)
	He’d carried his billfold about till it wore a ________hole in his trousers.



	 
	c)
	The hundred nights they’d sat up arguing the pros and cons of self destruction with the earnestness of philosophers chained to a ________wall.



	 
	d)
	They’d have no other way to start it save to push it and they ________get it fast enough to start on that slope.



	 
	e)
	The man had already dropped to the ground and he swung with him and leveled the pistol and fired from a ________position balanced on both knees at a distance of six feet.











	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.











	mastic

	advents

	gyrus




	incandescent

	changeling












	
	a)
	Lost in the ________of the maze, Hector knew he’d eventually have to start climbing the hedge walls.



	
	b)
	Jerry knew it had been too hot out when he noticed the ________from the roadwork stuck to the bottom of his tennis shoes.



	
	c)
	Doreen’s belief that her new puppy was a ________rested on its painfully apparent ugliness in comparison to its mother.



	
	d)
	As the go-kart went speeding by him, Jim saw that the hubs of the wheels were ________because of the heat generated by friction against the spinning wheels.



	
	e)
	Blinding snow and shrieking wind: the ________of winters past had never been this harsh, David thought.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Three

(From the paragraph that starts with “They camped that night in the woods…” to the paragraph that starts with “In the morning they came up out of the ravine….”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What clue(s) does the author give to the nature of the disaster that destroyed the world? What do the clues indicate?



	




	 




	2.
	When the man’s wife leaves, she tells him she’d do what if it weren’t for him? What does this indicate about the conditions of this world?



	




	 




	3.
	Why did the man say he would shoot the bad man?



	




	 




	4.
	When did the man and the boy stop running after the bad man was killed?



	




	 




	5.
	What happened to the body of the bad man? What does this say about the food shortage?



	




	 




	6.
	Why did the man almost lose his temper with the boy?



	




	 















	[image: ]

	 
	Imagine that you are part of a gang of people that had survived the years since the disaster. Write a journal entry in which you and one other person from this group go hunting for people to eat.















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Four

(From the paragraph that starts with “He sat crosslegged in the leaves…” to the paragraph that starts with “He thought the road would be so bad….”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Why don’t you think the man and the boy stop moving and stay in one place, like an abandoned town?



	




	 




	 




	2.
	What do you think the man is hoping to find that keeps him moving south?



	




	 




	 












	[image: ]

	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.













	sideboard

	junction

	lanyards

	phalanx




	tasseled

	supplementary

	floundered

	kerfs











	1.
	They had no rope, so the boy scouts made their ________out of white ribbon.



	2.
	Robbie forgot his snowshoes back at the cabin, so he ________through knee-deep drifts all the way to the store.



	3.
	Reginald was at a loss; he had no dessert spoon and there were none on the ________in the dining room.



	4.
	“I understand what an idiot is, sir,” Ronald snapped; “I need no ________examples.”



	5.
	The dogs frightened Shelly, as the pack traveled in a neat ________as opposed to the more typical disordered mob.



	6.
	The little girl’s expression perched at the ________of amusement and anger.



	7.
	The coping saw blade snapped, but not before leaving neat ________along the end of the branch.



	8.
	Beyond the knots near their extremities, the rope’s frayed ends had been ________by wear.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Four

(From the paragraph that starts with “He sat crosslegged in the leaves…” to the paragraph that starts with “He thought the road would be so bad….”)








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the section.



	 
	a)
	He sat crosslegged in the leaves at the crest of a ridge and ________the valley below them with the binoculars.



	 
	b)
	It gusted over the car even under the overpass and it ________in the road beyond.



	 
	c)
	They wore gold rings in their leather ears and in the wind their sparse and ________hair twisted about on their skulls.



	 
	d)
	When he struck the lighter to the rich ________the fire crackled instantly and he knew that it would not last long.



	 
	e)
	It had stopped snowing and the ________trees lay about in hillocks of snow and broken limbs and a few standing trunks that stood stripped and burntlooking in that graying landscape.













	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.











	cornmeal

	matrix

	abreast



	gait

	hillocks












	
	a)
	Somehow, walking three ________down to the clubhouse made Madeleine and her friends feel brave.



	
	b)
	Ruth learned in biology class that the ________from which all life originated was the cell.



	
	c)
	Halfway through the dressage routine, the horses changed ________from a trot to a canter.



	
	d)
	Dan never understood why, since it was clearly covered with ________, it was called peameal bacon.



	
	e)
	Staring at the row of ________, Jason was wondering how Sally could have thought them a difficult ridge to cross.














	[image: ]
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Section Four

(From the paragraph that starts with “He sat crosslegged in the leaves…” to the paragraph that starts with “He thought the road would be so bad….”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What is the first indication that there might be people in the town the man and boy decide to search?



	




	 




	 




	2.
	Where did the man get the blanket that he found?



	




	 




	3.
	What did the man think the people living in the town must be eating?



	




	 




	4.
	Why was the boy so distressed about not finding the other little boy again?



	




	 




	5.
	What did the man see that he took as a warning of the army of bad guys that they woke to find marching down the road?



	




	 




	6.
	What woke the man and the boy that made them have to run?



	




	 















	[image: ]

	 
	If you were the man, how would you have handled the finding of the dog and the boy in the town? Would you have taken them with you, had you found them again? Write a journal entry in which you decide to go look for the boy and/or the dog.
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Section Five

(From the paragraph that starts with “They walked out to the road and stood.” to the paragraph “And we’re carrying the fire. / And we’re carrying the fire. Yes / Okay.”)








	







	[image: ]



	accrue
boxwoods
bracken
cistern
crepe
domino
façade
formica
illucid
lope
mendicant
palimpsest
privet
rendering
windrow






	   
	
[image: ]














	Across
	Down
	



	3.  Overgrown with ferns and shrubs.

4.  Hedges are grown from it.

5.  A long, easy stride.

	7.  Melting out the fat.

10.  Wrinkled fabric.

12.  Reservoir.

13.  Lacking shine, dull.

14.  Rectangular block.

	1.  In a line.

2.  The front of a building.

3.  Hedges grown from it, too.

6.  Like a beggar.

	8.  Grow, increase.

9.  Melamine sheet.

11.  Been erased and written over.
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Section Five

(From the paragraph that starts with “They walked out to the road and stood.” to the paragraph “And we’re carrying the fire. / And we’re carrying the fire. Yes / Okay.”)







	1.
	Complete the paragraphs by filling in the correct words from the section.




The ashes were cold. Some ___________________a                   pots stood about. He squatted on his heels and picked one up and smelled it and put it back. He stood and looked out the window. Gray ___________________b                   grass. Gray snow. The cord that came through the window was tied to a brass bell and the bell was fixed in a rough wooden jig that had been nailed to the window molding. He held the boy’s hand and they went down a ___________________c                   back hallway into the kitchen. Trash piled everywhere. A ruststained sink. Smell of mold and ___________________d                  . They went on into the ___________________e                   small room, perhaps a pantry.

They lay in the leaves and the ash with their hearts ___________________f                  . He was going to start coughing. He’d have put his hand over his mouth but the boy was holding on to it and would not let go and in the other hand he was holding the pistol. He had to concentrate to ___________________g                   the cough and at the same time he was trying to listen. He swung his chin through the leaves, trying to see. Keep your head down, he whispered.

He carried him across the field, stopping to rest each fifty ___________________h                   steps. When he got to the pines he knelt and laid him in the gritty duff and covered him with the blankets and sat watching him. He looked like something out of a deathcamp. Starved, ___________________i                  , sick with fear. He leaned and kissed him and got up and walked out to the edge of the woods and then he walked the ___________________j                   round to see if they were safe.









	[image: ]
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Section Five

(From the paragraph that starts with “They walked out to the road and stood.” to the paragraph “And we’re carrying the fire. / And we’re carrying the fire. Yes / Okay.”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What did the man and the boy finally do to avoid being followed by the bad men?



	




	 




	2.
	Why was the boy so terrified of exploring the large house?



	




	 




	 




	3.
	How did the people in the house find new people for their food?



	




	 




	4.
	How did the man find the apples under the snow in the dead orchard?



	




	 




	5.
	What alerted the man that there might be drinkable water near the farmhouse?



	




	 




	6.
	How did the man get most of the water out of their coats?



	




	 




	 















	[image: ]

	 
	Imagine that you are the father and you decide to stay and warn people away from the house occupied by cannibals. Write a journal entry telling what happens when you see the first person(s) on the road to the house.
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Section Six

(From the paragraph that starts with “He found pieces of flint or chert…” to the paragraph “Well. I dont either. Come on. It’s getting dark.”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Why do you think the man doesn’t just give up? What does this say about his character?



	




	 




	 




	2.
	If you were in the man’s place, would you keep going? Why or why not?



	




	 




	 








[image: ] Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.










	1.
	If you’re not careful, you’ll spill that all over the rug.



	
	a) lose
	b) admit
	c) splash
	d) expose



	2.
	The spark plug was useless because the electrodes were too corroded.



	
	a) decayed
	b) rusted
	c) chafed
	d) eroded



	3.
	Without the proper implements, carpentry can be quite difficult.



	
	a) tools
	b) agents
	c) mechanisms
	d) gadgets



	4.
	The first class staterooms are too sumptuous for my tastes, anyway,’ Jordan lied to herself.



	
	a) dainty
	b) extravagant
	c) delicate
	d) stuffy



	5.
	Darren hoped his first philosophy lecture would enkindle a desire to understand the big questions in life.



	
	a) incinerate
	b) broil
	c) char
	d) ignite



	6.
	An elaborately carved balustrade complimented the wainscoting opposite.



	
	a) barricade
	b) handrail
	c) support
	d) palisade














	[image: ]
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Section Six

(From the paragraph that starts with “He found pieces of flint or chert…” to the paragraph “Well. I dont either. Come on. It’s getting dark.”)









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	
	a)
	How did the man light the fire?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	He struck flint with a rock.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	He used his lighter.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	He ran a pair of pliers along a rock.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	He used a makeshift fire-bow.



	
	b)
	Besides the oil and gas, what did the man take from the shed?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	Packets of flower seeds.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	Old catalogs.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	A lighter.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	A spade.



	
	c)
	How did the man find the bunker entrance?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	There was a bare patch in the lawn.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	The boy pointed it out to him.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	The ground over it felt different when he walked over it.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	While digging a fire pit, the spade hit the door.



	
	d)
	What couldn’t the man find in the bunker?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	Guns



	
	[image: ]
	B
	Bullets



	
	[image: ]
	C
	Working batteries



	
	[image: ]
	D
	Scissors



	
	e)
	What color is the boy’s hair?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	Brown



	
	[image: ]
	B
	Blonde



	
	[image: ]
	C
	Red



	
	[image: ]
	D
	Black












	[image: ]
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Section Six

(From the paragraph that starts with “He found pieces of flint or chert…” to the paragraph “Well. I dont either. Come on. It’s getting dark.”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What really shocked the man about finding the bunker?



	




	 




	 




	2.
	Why was the boy so frightened by the prospect of looking into what was under the bunker door?



	




	 




	3.
	Why didn’t the man and boy stay in the bunker longer?



	




	 




	4.
	How did the man camouflage the entrance to the bunker?



	




	 




	5.
	Besides food, what did the man take from the bunker?



	




	 




	6.
	What did the man realize he had forgotten that he knew when he first started out on the road?



	




	 















	[image: ]

	 
	Imagine you are the man in the story. Write a journal entry in which you wake in the bunker to find another person has found their way into it, looking for food and shelter.















	[image: ]
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Section Seven

(From the paragraph that starts with “Late in the day following as they rounded a bend…” to the paragraph that starts with “Do you think that your fathers are watching?”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	If you were on the road in this story, would you share your food with someone else? Why or why not?



	




	 




	2.
	The boy believes in God and Heaven. Why do you think the boy holds onto this belief?



	




	 














	[image: ]

	Circle the correct word that matches the meaning of the underlined word.














	1.
	He untied the tarp and folded it back and rummaged through the canned goods and came up with a tin of fruit cocktail and took the can opener from his pocket and opened the tin and folded back the lid and walked over and squatted and handed it to the boy.



	
	a) combed
	b) disarrayed
	c) prospected
	d) delved



	2.
	Sitting like a starved and threadbare Buddha, staring into the coals.



	
	a) muddy
	b) ragged
	c) tacky
	d) disordered



	3.
	Little to do but push the throttle lever forward.



	
	a) choke
	b) silence
	c) control
	d) strangulate



	4.
	Out on the roads the pilgrims sank down and fell over and died and the bleak and shrouded earth went trundling past the sun and returned again as trackless and as unremarked as the path of any nameless sisterworld in the ancient dark beyond.



	
	a) bowling
	b) entwining
	c) revolving
	d) undulating



	5.
	Emaciated, clothed in rags.



	
	a) pale
	b) cadaverous
	c) atrophied
	d) shadowy



	6.
	He looked at the boy out of his sunken haggard eyes.



	
	a) wearied
	b) drawn
	c) ghastly
	d) deathly














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Seven

(From the paragraph that starts with “Late in the day following as they rounded a bend…” to the paragraph that starts with “Do you think that your fathers are watching?”)







	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the section.



	a)
	He had no shoes at all and his feet were wrapped in rags and cardboard tied with green twine and any number of layers of ________clothing showed through the tears and holes in it.



	b)
	The man took the tin from him and ________it into the woods.



	c)
	Anyway, it’s foolish to ask for ________in times like these.



	d)
	Suitcases stood open in the seats where they’d been lifted down from the ________racks and rifled long ago.



	e)
	Years later he’d stood in the charred ruins of a library where ________books lay in pools of water.













	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.











	dwindling

	gullied

	commissaries




	desiccated

	periodic

	jackstraw











	a)
	Steve was starving, but the thought of another meal in the ________made him feel vaguely ill.



	b)
	Oscar never would have known how long he had spent studying for the math final if it hadn’t been for the ________class bells.



	c)
	The snow on the slope looked smooth enough, but Rachel knew the ground under it was ________and would make for a very nasty ride.



	d)
	Terri left home knowing she had more than enough for the movie, but the five (so far) stops on her way through the mall was ________her supply of cash and she was no longer confident she had enough.



	e)
	Valerie held up the box of toothpicks triumphantly; they now had an adequate ________supply.



	f)
	The sign said, ‘Fresh Apples!’, but the ________little fruit in his hand screamed ‘liar!’














	[image: ]
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Section Seven

(From the paragraph that starts with “Late in the day following as they rounded a bend…” to the paragraph that starts with “Do you think that your fathers are watching?”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why did the man not want to approach the old man ahead of them on the road?



	




	 




	2.
	Ely mentioned that it was too much to ask for luxuries. What luxury was he not asking for?



	




	 




	3.
	Why didn’t Ely wish the man and the boy luck on the road when they left him?



	




	 




	4.
	What did the bandits the man and the boy met on the road ask them?



	




	 




	5.
	Why did the boy say it didn’t matter if he looked at the burned bodies on the road or not?



	




	 




	6.
	Why was it important that the man and boy not leave any trash for those following them to find?



	 




	 















	[image: ]

	 
	You are on the road and you haven’t eaten in days. You come across an empty tin can at the side of the road that still has a bit of moist beef stew at the bottom of it. Write a journal entry in which you decide to try to catch up with whoever threw the can away. What will you do when you catch up to them?















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Eight

(From the paragraph that starts with “The country went from pine to liveoak and pine.” to the paragraph that starts with “I know. I just want to take a look. / Okay.”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	The man and the boy have been trying to get to the coast. What do you think they hope to find there? Would it be better to travel by water than over land? Why or why not?



	




	 




	2.
	Nothing seems to be growing on the land. What do you think the man and the boy will find in the ocean?



	




	 














	[image: ]

	Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure that the meaning of each word is clear in your sentence.







Portico

 

Palladian

 

Flue

 

Trundled

 

Wrack

 

Sepulchre

 

Clerestory

 

Humidor

 

Baize

 












	[image: ]
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Section Eight

(From the paragraph that starts with “The country went from pine to liveoak and pine.” to the paragraph that starts with “I know. I just want to take a look. / Okay.”)







	1.
	Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the section.




Odd things ___________________a               by the side of the road. Electrical ___________________b              , furniture. Tools. Things ___________________c               long ago by ___________________d               enroute to their several and ___________________e               deaths. Even a year ago the boy might sometimes pick up something and carry it with him for a while but he didn’t do that any more. They sat and rested and drank the last of their good water and left the plastic ___________________f               jug standing in the road. The boy said: If we had that little baby it could go with us.

They stood in front of the house looking at it. There was a ___________________g               drive that curved away to the south. A brick ___________________h              . Double stairs that swept up to the ___________________i               ___________________j              . At the rear of the house a brick ___________________k               that may once have been a kitchen. Beyond that a log cabin. He started up the stairs but the boy pulled at his sleeve.









	2.
	Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:

















	a)
	The father wanted to see who was in the woods because…
	 
	b)
	What did the man find in the field?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	they might have food.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Arrowheads



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	they might be friends.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	A Spanish coin



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	they stole his lighter.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Both A and B



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	he didn’t want them behind him
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Nothing



	c)
	The jars of food would be okay, if…
	 
	d)
	They waited to explore the upstairs because…



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	the food didn’t smell bad.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	it was too dark.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	they were cooked well.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	the boy was afraid to.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	they ate them slowly.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	there were noises downstairs.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	they ate them soon.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Both A and B.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Eight

(From the paragraph that starts with “The country went from pine to liveoak and pine.” to the paragraph that starts with “I know. I just want to take a look. / Okay.”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What food did they find in the house?



	




	 




	2.
	How did the father convince the boy to let him go upstairs to look for supplies?



	




	 




	3.
	Why was the boy disappointed when they reached the ocean?



	




	 




	4.
	What did the man think might be on the other side of the ocean?



	




	 




	5.
	How did the man get into the cabin?



	




	 




	6.
	The man found a brass sextant on the ship that really moved him with its beauty. Why didn’t he take it with him?



	




	 




	 















	[image: ]

	 
	Imagine the man and the boy find a boat stuffed with food and fuel that is still afloat and looks to be sea worthy. Write a journal entry in which they take the boat and sail out looking for…?















	[image: ]
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Section Nine

(From the paragraph that starts with “He went over the ship from bow to stern again.” to the paragraph that starts with “He looked up. That’s okay, Papa. / Let’s start over. / Okay.”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	The man tries very hard to instill a sense of morality in the boy as the story progresses. Do you think it would be easier to do this if the world had not ended? Why or why not?



	




	 




	 




	 




	2.
	Would you feel justified in taking supplies, even if there was a good chance that someone still alive depended on them? Why or why not?



	




	 




	 




	 














	[image: ]

	In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word which does not belong. Then write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.














	1.
	a) gift
	b) swag
	c) plunder
	d) booty



	
	 




	2.
	a) dredge
	b) fill
	c) delve
	d) deepen



	
	 




	3.
	a) twirling
	b) spinning
	c) trundling
	d) sliding



	
	 




	4.
	a) dissolving
	b) coagulating
	c) thickening
	d) congealing



	
	 




	5.
	a) stage
	b) gantry
	c) swing
	d) frame
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Section Nine

(From the paragraph that starts with “He went over the ship from bow to stern again.” to the paragraph that starts with “He looked up. That’s okay, Papa. / Let’s start over. / Okay.”)









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	
	a)
	Why was the boy so concerned about whether the people who owned the boat were alive or not?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	They might come after the man and boy.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	If they were alive, the man and boy would be stealing their stuff.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	They might be hiding on the boat.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	If they were dead, they might be haunting the boat.



	
	b)
	What did the man ask the boy when he saw the boy making a town out of beach sand?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	He asked if the boy could write the alphabet.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	He asked the boy if he wanted any food.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	He asked the boy if he wanted to go for a swim.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	He did not ask anything.



	
	c)
	In the night, when the boy was sick, what did the man promise?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	He promised to make the boy well, no matter what.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	He promised that they would find the good guys.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	He promised that he would kill himself if the boy died.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	He promised that the Sun would come back, if the boy got better.



	
	d)
	When the boy got better, what did the man do to try to make sure he wouldn’t get sick again?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	Made him wear extra clothing to keep warm.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	Boiled all the drinking water.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	Threw out some rusty cans of food.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	Gave the boy some antibiotics.



	
	e)
	How did they know which way the thief had gone on the road?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	They saw the thief pushing the cart along the road.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	The man spotted muddy tracks from the cart on the road.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	They split up and each went a different way.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	The boy spotted some beach sand on the road.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Nine

(From the paragraph that starts with “He went over the ship from bow to stern again.” to the paragraph that starts with “He looked up. That’s okay, Papa. / Let’s start over. / Okay.”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why did the man conclude that the thief had been expelled from another community?



	




	 




	 




	2.
	After the man and the boy encountered the thief, why couldn’t the boy stop crying?



	




	 




	3.
	How did the man and the boy discover that there were others in the coastal town?



	




	 




	4.
	What did the man do as soon as he realized he and the boy were being shot at?



	




	 




	5.
	Why didn’t the man find the bow when he ran into the house where the arrows had come from?



	




	 




	6.
	Why did the man apologize to the boy?



	




	 















	[image: ]

	 
	Imagine you are the boy in this story. Write a journal entry in which you decide to tell your father you know that he is dying and reassure him that you are going to survive once he is gone.















	[image: ]
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Section Ten

(From the paragraph that starts with “In the morning it was raining…” to the end.)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Do you think it would be important to remember the good things of the past, if you were on the road in this story?



	




	 




	2.
	What do you predict will happen to the boy after his father dies?



	




	 














	[image: ]

	Choose a word from the list that means the same as the underlined word.













	phlegm

	askew

	tabernacle

	secular




	abutment

	pattering

	vermiculate

	torsional












	 

	1.
	David was disgusted by the amount of mucus in the tissue he had just used.



	 

	2.
	No matter how many times Joe repainted, it seemed the next day the bridge support was covered with graffiti.



	 

	3.
	The sprinkle of rain on the porch roof soon had Sandra dozing in the rocking chair.



	 

	4.
	The civil life of the people was the province of the mayor and the city council.



	 

	5.
	The twisting motion of the swing as it spun back around was making Sue feel sick.



	 

	6.
	The museum always struck Richard as being like a holy place, a temple of knowledge.



	 

	7.
	“Something is definitely awry, here,” Grandpa said.



	 

	8.
	The termites had left convoluted trails along the plywood of the floor.
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Section Ten

(From the paragraph that starts with “In the morning it was raining…” to the end.)











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	
	T
	F
	a)
	When they’re in the store, the boy tells his father he wants to hear a good story.



	
	T
	F
	b)
	The man tells the boy he did not kill the man he shot with the flare.



	
	T
	F
	c)
	The man thinks earthquakes caused the tall buildings in a coastal city to tilt.



	
	T
	F
	d)
	The man and boy abandoned their cart because they couldn’t get it past the wreckage on the road.



	
	T
	F
	e)
	When they came upon a wrecked bridge, the man never answered the boy’s question about what they were going to do.



	
	T
	F
	f)
	The boy stays with his father’s body for two days.
















	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in the section.



	 
	[image: ]
	a)
	The boy goes out alone to look for food.



	 
	[image: ]
	b)
	The boy says his dreams are all bad.



	 
	[image: ]
	c)
	The man and boy abandon their cart.



	 
	[image: ]
	d)
	The man tells the boy he remembers the other little boy.



	 
	[image: ]
	e)
	The man refuses to eat when his son does.



	 
	[image: ]
	f)
	The man knows his son listens for his breathing at night.












	[image: ]
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Section Ten

(From the paragraph that starts with “In the morning it was raining…” to the end.)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	When the boy asks the man what the bravest thing he ever did was, what did the man answer?



	




	 




	2.
	How do the man’s dreams foreshadow his imminent death?



	




	 




	 




	3.
	What did the man notice about the boy during his (the man’s) last days?



	




	 




	4.
	When the man told the boy to leave him and keep going south, what did the boy do?



	




	 




	5.
	What was the last dream the man had before he died?



	




	 




	6.
	Describe the first person the boy meets after his father dies.



	




	 




	 















	[image: ]

	 
	Write a journal entry in which the people following the man and the boy catch up to them while the father is still alive.















	 
	[image: ]




Section 1

One Perfect Day

The bleak atmosphere of the beginning of this story is broken by a recollection the man has of a perfect day from his childhood. It was a day spent in silence scavenging deadwood for use as firewood. Images of death are everywhere in the story and the man (then a boy) and his grandfather did not speak the whole time.

Recall a perfect day from your own childhood and write a journal entry describing it, as well as what made it a perfect day.

 







	 
	[image: ]




Sections 2 to 3

Nuclear Apocalypse

In this part of the story, we learn what happened to the world: a nuclear war wiped out all electronics and caused a nuclear winter. Because all electronics failed, there are no telephones, television, satellite GPS, internet, etc. Because of the nuclear winter, there are no crops and most of the animals on earth have died.

Is McCarthy’s portrayal of the aftermath of a nuclear war accurate?

Research the latest thinking about what would happen to the world in the event of a nuclear war and write a report showing the ways in which the author of The Road got it right and where he may have got it wrong. Consider the following questions when doing your research:

•   Would the war have to be global or would a regional nuclear war damage the whole planet?

•   Are there enough nuclear weapons today to cause a nuclear winter?

•   Could amateurs (as opposed to governments) make nuclear weapons well enough to cause the scale of devastation seen in the novel?









	[image: ]
	 




Sections 4 to 5

Survival at Any Cost?

The resort to cannibalism by the survivors of the war is a theme that runs through the story, but never more strongly than in this section. The revulsion of the practice by the man and the boy is an absolute. At no point in the story are we ever given the impression that either would consider it an option to starving to death.

Yet, cannibalism was a widespread practice among humans not many centuries ago. It is also not uncommon in the animal kingdom. Distaste (pardon the pun) aside, are there any strong arguments against eating human flesh—especially in the interests of the survival of the race?

Rewrite the events surrounding the finding of the cellar full of live people. The difference from the novel should be that the prospect of starvation had weakened the man’s determination not to eat human flesh.

 







	[image: ]
	 




Sections 6 to 7

Outlasting the Winter

A survivalist made the bunker that the man and the boy find shelter and supplies in. We are left to speculate on why it was never used. Had the person who made the bunker known what type of holocaust was coming, would he have stocked it differently? Might he have made it more extensive? Would he have bothered at all?

Imagine you have complete knowledge of the coming nuclear winter and you have the resources to make and stock a bunker such as the protagonists find in the novel. Write a report detailing how you would construct such a bunker and what you would stock it with to survive the coming years.

Include as much detail as you can about how you would plan for the types of struggle you would have to face. For example, how would you camouflage it against accidental discovery? Also, how would you replenish your stock of food and water?









	 
	[image: ]




Sections 8 to 9

Looking Beyond Mere Survival

The protagonists travel south through North America over the course of the story. The man’s reason for their direction of travel is that it should be warmer the further south they go. Eventually, he comes to see the ocean as representing the hope that things will get better. He has no real strategy other than staying alive long enough to give his son a chance to do the same. What if he were a more forward thinker, though?

No plants seem to be growing at all. The man and boy see nothing living, except for some mushrooms they dine on early in the tale. Consider this: though there has not been any direct sunlight for years, some plants will grow in the cold and the dark. Suppose the man and the boy take the mushrooms as a sign that there are plants that they could live on that they might be able to cultivate.

Write an outline for an alternate ending to the novel in which the man and the boy change survival strategies after finding the mushrooms and go looking for other living plants and land on which to grow them. Speculate: where there are plants, there may also be animals eating them. Might not the two become herdsmen as well?

 







	 
	[image: ]




Section 10

Fire Carrier

Though religion does not make a direct appearance in the story, the notion of divinity is present throughout. The man and the boy discuss heaven and God intermittently and the man, Ely, asks about the boy’s belief in God. It becomes apparent, as the story nears its end, that the boy has an unshakable notion of right and wrong that is stronger even than his father’s is.

In the last few days of the father’s life, he begins to see light glowing from his son and his thoughts about him are overtly spiritual. This may be hallucination, but we are never quite sure. Finally, the boy makes it clear that when he prays, he would much rather it be to his father than to God.

Imagine what the world would be like in two hundred years, after the Sun has returned and the remnants of humanity have made a start at rebuilding their civilization. Write a short story in which one village has made the boy a prophet of a new religion.
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Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are written backwards.










	glaucoma

	pampooties

	envacuuming

	promontory

	




	grommets

	meconium

	pipeclayed

	creosote

	




	hallooing

	turnbuckles

	port cochere

	stakebed

	




	firedrake

	godspoke

	hydroptic

	patterans

	




	canebrake

	sappers

	catamites

	serrated
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	Comprehension Quiz

	[image: ]



	Answer each question in a complete sentence.











	1.
	What did the man say of the child in the first scene?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	2.
	What did the child paint on his facemask with crayons?
	[image: ]



	 




	3.
	What was peculiar about the hearth in the man’s childhood home?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	 




	4.
	Why didn’t the man want to stay by the waterfall?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	5.
	Besides the distress to the boy, what did the father regret most about shooting the bad man?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	6.
	What familiar scene did the man find in the remains of an orchard?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	7.
	What did the boy see in the abandoned town that he wanted to see again?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	SUBTOTAL:
	/14
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	Comprehension Quiz

	 











	8.
	Why didn’t the cannibals who lived in the big house catch the boy and the man?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	 




	9.
	According to the man, what is it that good guys never do?
	[image: ]



	 




	10.
	What did the man and the boy eat as their first meal in the bunker?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	11.
	What did the boy wonder about crows, when his father talked about how they fly straight?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	12.
	The boy’s question about where the baby came from goes unanswered by the man. Why do you think that is?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	 




	13.
	Why did the man go back onto the boat one last time?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	 




	14.
	Where were they camped when the man finally died?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	SUBTOTAL:
	/11















	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



  Vocabulary  

1. decanting

2. cauterized

3. chifforobe

4. granitic

5. tarpaulin

6. languor

7. gambreled

8. windfall


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  B

b) [image: ]  A

c) [image: ]  D

d) [image: ]  A

e) [image: ]  C


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

The boy wanted the man to read him a story that night by the light of the lamp.



   3.   

The man and boy were looking for signs of fires or other lights that might indicate the presence of other people.



   4.   

The man wanted the boy to have the whole can of soda because he had never had one before and likely never would again.



   5.   

The boy was scared because he thought there might be someone in the house.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



  Vocabulary  

1. E

2. B

3. F

4. I

5. C

6. A

7. J

8. D

9. G

10. H


	
   1.   

a)   F 



b   T 



c)   F 

d)   F 

e)   T 



f)   F 



   2.   

a)  3 



b)  6 



c)  1 



d)  2 



e)  5 



f)  4 


	
[image: ]

   1.   

The man said the state roads would be there for a long time because there was nothing to uproot them.

   2.   

The man compared the Sun to “a grieving mother with a lamp.”

   3.   

They ate the crackers and sausage with their hot cocoa.

   4.   

The man checked for signs of other travelers at the good spot.

   5.   

The man and the boy unloaded the cart and slid it sideways under the tractor-trailer.



   6.   

The man set fire to a wad of paper from a magazine and tossed it through an open skylight in the trailer’s roof.





	11

	12

	13

	14

	15

	16
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   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



  Vocabulary  

1. provenance

2. palisade



3. siwash



4. macadam



5. claggy

6. anointing



7. colliculus

8. feral


	
   1.   

a) morels



b) cornershaped



c) madhouse



d) couldnt

e) two-handed

   2.   

a) gyrus



b) mastic



c) changeling



d) incandescent



e) advents


	
   1.   

The stopping of all the clocks and the power going out hints at an electromagnetic pulse and that indicates nuclear bombs going off. (Other clues: the flashes of light, glowing in the distance and burning cities.)



   2.   

The man’s wife tells him she would kill their son before she took her own life.

   3.   

The man said he would shoot the bad man if he looked at the boy again.



   4.   

The man and the boy only stopped running when the boy fell and would not get up again.



   5.   

The bad man’s companions cooked and ate him.

   6.   

The man almost lost his temper with the boy because he thought the boy wasn’t answering his question.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



  Vocabulary  

1. lanyards



2. floundered



3. sideboard



4. supplementary



5. phalanx

6. junction



7. kerfs



8. tasseled


	
   1.   

a) glassed



b) danced



c) ratty



d) tinder



e) cedar



   2.   

a) abreast



b) matrix



c) gait



d) cornmeal



e) hillocks


	
   1.   

The first indication that there might be people in the town is a wisp of smoke that the boy spots with the binoculars.

   2.   

The blanket was in a house covering a body lying in a bed.

   3.   

The man had no idea what the people in the town were eating.

   4.   

The boy was distressed because he was afraid the other boy was all alone with no one to look after him.

   5.   

The man saw a field where people had been butchered and a wall with severed heads and skulls lining it.

   6.   

The man heard sounds of trees falling because of the weight of snow on them and they had to run to get out of the grove.





	17

	18

	19

	20

                          
	21

	22

















	
  Vocabulary  

Across

3. bracken

4. privet

5. lope

7. rendering

10. crepe

12. cistern

13. illucid

14. domino



Down

1. windrow

2. façade

3. boxwoods

6. mendicant

8. accrue

9. formica

11. palimpsest


	
   1.   

a) blackened

b) trampled

c) narrow

d) excrement

e) adjoining

f) pounding

g) stifle

h) counted

i) exhausted

j) perimeter


	
   1.   

The man and the boy made a maze of false tracks in the snow.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but should mention that there was much traffic along the road to the north, the neat piles of clothing (belts, shoes, coats, blankets, etc.) in the house itself and/or the bedding arranged in front of the large hearth.



   3.   

One person hid in a small box waiting for people to walk by and would pull a cord that rang a bell inside the house, summoning the others to catch the victims.

   4.   

The man accidently stepped on the first one and then walked, barefoot over the whole orchard to find the others.

   5.   

A drainpipe led to a cistern, and a homemade filter of charcoal and gravel.

   6.   

The man wrapped the coats around the trunk of a small tree to wring them out.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



  Vocabulary  

1. c

2. b



3. a



4. b



5. d



6. b


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  C



b) [image: ]  A



c) [image: ]  C



d) [image: ]  A



e) [image: ]  B


	
[image: ]

   1.   

The man had to adjust to the notion that he and the boy were not going to starve to death.



   2.   

The boy was remembering finding the people being used for food under the last locked door in a floor.



   3.   

The man and boy didn’t stay longer because of the danger of someone else discovering it while they were there.



   4.   

The man piled furniture on the back lawn and put a mattress over the bunker door to hide it.



   5.   

The man took part of the two-burner stove and the tank of propane.



   6.   

The man had forgotten his long-term goals.





	23

	24

	25


	26

	27

	28

















	
[image: ]

   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



  Vocabulary  

1. d



2. b



3. a



4. c



5. b



6. a


	
   1.   

a) vile

b) slung

c) luxuries

d) overhead

e) blackened



   2.   

a) commissaries

b) periodic

c) gullied

d) dwindling

e) jackstraw

f) desiccated


	
   1.   

The man was afraid the old man might have been a decoy to suck the man and boy into a trap.



   2.   

Ely was not asking for the luxury of never having been born.



   3.   

Ely didn’t wish the man and the boy luck because he didn’t know what luck would look like.



   4.   

The bandits asked them what they had in the cart.



   5.   

The boy said it didn’t matter because the images were already in his head.



   6.   

It was important not to leave visible trash because whoever was following them would think they had things worth killing them for.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



  Vocabulary  

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

a) scattered

b) appliances

c) abandoned

d) pilgrims

e) collective

f) jerry

g) gravel

h) loggia

i) columned

j) portico

k) dependency



   2.   

a) [image: ] D



b) [image: ] C



c) [image: ] B



d) [image: ] D


	
   1.   

They found jars of green beans, red pepper slices, tomatoes, corn, new potatoes and okra.

   2.   

The man didn’t convince the boy; the boy just realized that the father was going up regardless of his (the boy’s) fear.

   3.   

The boy was disappointed because he had hoped the ocean would be blue.

   4.   

The man thought there might be another man and boy on another beach.

   5.   

The man forced the cabin door open with his shoulder.

   6.   

Answers will vary.





	29

	30

	31

	32

	33

	34

















	
   1.   

Answers will vary



   2.   

Answers will vary.



  Vocabulary  

Reasons will vary.

1. a

2. b

3. d

4. a

5. c


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  B

b) [image: ]  A

c) [image: ]  C

d) [image: ]  C

e) [image: ]  D


	
   1.   

The man knew the thief had been expelled from a community because the fingers of his right hand had been cut off.

   2.   

The boy could not stop crying because he felt so badly for the thief, a man who was starving and frightened.



   3.   

They discovered they were not alone in the town when someone shot the man through the leg with an arrow.

   4.   

The man tried to get the two of them behind the cart.

   5.   

The man did not find the bow because someone had taken it after the man using it was hit with the flare.

   6.   

The man apologized for yelling at the boy when he didn’t move after having been asked to get the first-aid kit.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



  Vocabulary  

1. phlegm

2. abutment

3. pattering

4. secular

5. torsional

6. tabernacle

7. askew

8. vermiculate


	
   1.   

a)  F 



b)  T 



c)  F 



d)  T 



e)  T 



f)  F 



   2.   

a)  5 



b)  1 



c)  3 



d)  6 



e)  4 



f)  2 


	
[image: ]

   1.   

The man answered that the bravest thing he had ever done was get up that morning.



   2.   

The man’s dreams indicate that his death is near because they become pleasant remembrances of his past.



   3.   

The man noticed that the boy was surrounded by a glow.



   4.   

The boy left and went as far as he dared, then returned when the man was asleep.



   5.   

The man dreamed of the boy walking alone in a cave carrying a candle.



   6.   

The boy met a bearded and scarred man in a grey and yellow ski parka, carrying a shotgun, and a bandolier with homemade shells.





	35

	36

	37

	38

	39

	40















	
[image: ]

Word Search Puzzle

[image: ]


	
   1.   

The man said: “If he is not the word of God God never spoke.”.

   2.   

The boy painted fangs on his facemask.



   3.   

The hearth’s firebrick was as yellow as the day it was laid because his mother could not bear to see it blackened.



   4.   

The man wanted to go on because the waterfall was an attractive place for others and it was getting colder every day.

   5.   

The man was distressed because he had only one bullet left; not enough to kill the boy and himself.

   6.   

The man found evidence of humans begin killed, butchered, cooked and eaten.

   7.   

The boy saw another little boy who ran away from him.


	
   8.   

Answers may vary, but should mention that the cannibals all happened to be out of the house when the man and the boy arrived to explore it.

   9.   

Good guys never eat other people.

   10.   

The boy and the man ate a can of pears and two cans of peaches.

   11.   

The boy wondered if there could be crows on Mars.

   12.   

Answers will vary, but should mention that the boy probably does not know about sex and reproduction.

   13.   

The man was hoping to find the flare pistol and possibly the first-aid kit, too.

   14.   

The man and the boy camped near a crossroads.





	44

	45

	46
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Discuss the themes of the novel, especially why they are so relevant
given the novel’s setting

Survival in a time of critical scarcity of resources as well as the absence of any
external enforcement of order.

The Golden Rule: The differences between father and son regarding kindness to
others; ‘doing good’ as a point of tension

Integrity and survival: Telling the truth, never breaking promises. These are principles
that the father teaches the son, but do they matter anymore?

Religion and Faith in the new reality: neither the father nor his son have any doubt
of the existence of God. The opposite seems to be the rule for the other survivors
in the story.

Other Theme(s)?
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Analysis: The Father-Son Bond
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How would the following affect the relationship between father and son?

The Real World The World of The Road

Birth in a hospital; delivered by a doctor

Birth at home; delivered by the father

Refugees fleeing a dying civilization

School

“Home" Schooled

Friends: in the neighborhood; at school

Friends: parents; later just his father

Law and order

Anarchy and lawlessness

Food, Shelter, etc. provided by parents
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\_

An orphan before reaching adulthood
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Discuss the deviations from “proper” grammar, syntax, spelling,
and punctuation in the novel.

The almost total lack of punctuation Meaning:
Examples:

Sentence fragmentation Meaning:
Examples:

New words Meaning (not of the words themselves):
Examples:

Dialogue: often embedded in Meaning:
paragraphs, no quotation marks
Examples:

No chapters or sections
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