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The Old Man and the Sea









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates some understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a considerable understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	Content

•    Information and details relevant to focus


	Elements incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements are complete; details missing

	All required elements are complete; key details contain some description

	All required elements are complete; enough description for clarity




	Style

•    Effective word choice and originality

•    Precise language

	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language




	Conventions

•    Spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our literature kit is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. Our guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities that match the student’s abilities.

Our literature kit divides the novel by sections and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include the unity of nature, heroism, pride and success despite tragedy. The Old Man and the Sea provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion because it presents the contest of man versus nature in a unique way. Ontological issues are presented through the old man’s desire to overcome his ‘bad luck’ and reclaim his place of honor in his society and in his own person.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority ot this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns — just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of The Old Man and the Sea. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	RELIGIOUS IMAGERY IN THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA
This activity should follow a discussion of the unique ways in which Ernest Hemingway uses names, metaphor, and symbolism to present — as a parable — certain religious themes. This activity should be a discussion centered on what devices the author uses to reveal this motif and what message he is trying to convey. 
Found on Page 53.











	ANALYSIS: MASTER AND APPRENTICE
Three characters are foremost in this story, Santiago (the “old man”), the marlin (referenced—among others— as “the sea” in the title) and the ‘boy’ (actually a young man) Manolin. The relationship between the two humans in the story is much more important than the relatively little time the two spend together would indicate. Each one needs and treasures the other and their bond helps to drive the narrative. This activity should be a discussion of different aspects of this relationship and what it means for the story as a whole.
Found on Page 54.
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	THEMES
A discussion of the themes of the novel should be had, after it has been read. Some of the major themes are:

•   The unity of the old man with all of nature: fish, stars, the sea, etc.

•   Heroism: Emerging unbowed from soul-wrenching adversity.

•   Pride: Source of strength or cause of failure? Or both?

•   Success measured materially versus spiritually.

•   Is Santiago meant to be a Christ figure, or does the symbolism point to something else?

Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

The Old Man and the Sea is a novel with a deceptively simple plot. An old fisherman, Santiago, living and working in a small village in Cuba in the late nineteen forties, has gone eighty-four days without catching a single fish. He has an apprentice, a young man named Manolin.

Because of his bad luck, the boy’s parents have forbidden him to go out with Santiago and the old man has to fish alone. However, the boy worships the old man because he taught him to fish; he helps Santiago in whatever way he can.

The old man goes out to try his luck for an eighty-fifth day. During an odyssey that lasts three days, he hooks, is dragged along by, and finally catches the largest marlin in the village’s history. In a dramatic and tragic finale, while sailing for home, Santiago is repeatedly set upon by sharks who eventually strip his prized catch to the bone.

Empty-handed, wounded, and exhausted, the old man makes it home in the dead of night and falls into a deep sleep. When he wakes, his apprentice is there with coffee, solace, and first aid. The boy also tells him that, bad luck or no, he will be fishing with Santiago, because the old man still has much to teach him. Together, the two make plans to repair and re-equip the old man’s small skiff. Santiago falls asleep again and dreams of lions frolicking on an African beach.

Suggestions for Further Reading
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OTHER BOOKS BY ERNEST HEMINGWAY

The Sun Also Rises © 1926
A Farewell to Arms © 1929
To Have and Have Not  © 1937
For Whom the Bell Tolls  © 1940
Across the River and Into the Trees  © 1950
Adventures of a Young Man  © 1962
Islands in the Stream  © 1970
The Garden of Eden © 1986


OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels © 1726
Herman Melville, Moby Dick © 1851
Jules Verne, A Journey to the Center of the Earth © 1864
Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness © 1899
James Joyce, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man © 1916
William Faulkner, As I Lay Dying © 1930
John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath © 1939
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List of Vocabulary



SECTION 1

•  skiff •  Gulf Stream •  salao •  benevolent •  erosions •  marlin •  block and tackle •  thwart •  Mosquito Coast •  gaff •  harpoon •  stern •  subdue •  temptations •  mast •  bud-shields •  guano •  relics •  bodega






SECTION 2

•  creases •  patched •  faded •  terrace •  Hatuey •  container •  league •  Yankees •  difference •  timid •  harsh-spoken •  Que Va •  resolution •  waken •  inferior




SECTION 3

•  trousers •  capes •  oakum •  roadsteads •  occurrences •  shack •  furled •  condensed •  confident •  sardines •  gear •  coral •  ice house •  baits •  bow •  pebbled •  slid




SECTION 4

•  lashings •  thole •  phosphorescence •  fathoms •  congregated •  concentrations •  squid •  terns •  swallows •  buoys •  floats •  swirls •  bonito •  albacore •  shank •  projecting •  plummets •  precision •  stern •  ineffectually •  plankton •  iridescent •  gelatinous •  bladder •  filaments •  carapaced




SECTION 5

•  straggler •  myriad •  annulled •  prisms •  distinguished •  bight •  tentative •  delicate •  imperceptible •  reserve •  alternately •  pivoted •  taut •  bitt •  sounds •  braced •  porpoises •  despairing •  rapier •  dubbing •  lavender •  pectoral •  gunwale •  leaders •  coagulated




SECTION 6

•  favorable •  warbler •  teetered •  stiffened •  hoist •  lurch •  coiled •  longitudinally •  carcass •  rigor mortis •  dolphin •  conscientiously •  improvise •  undulation •  etching •  cumulus •  cirrus •  brisa •  ptomaine




SECTION 7

•  pilgrimage •  mechanically •  confidence •  referees •  tremendous •  bettors •  preceded •  cross-trees •  mast-head •  acrobatics •  desperation •  convulsively •  perceptibly •  sustenance •  Rigel •  determination •  prolongs •  leprous •  miserable




SECTION 8

•  calloused •  ceding •  nauseate •  nourishment •  tension •  spear •  temptation •  scythe •  dorsal •  darted •  eels •  placid •  beck •  alongside •  coil •  righted •  confused •  mushy •  bill •  planking •  interminable •  altitude •  projecting •  lash




SECTION 9

•  compass •  handicaps •  strangeness •  dispersed •  absolutely •  Mako •  knifing •  resolution •  dentuso •  astern •  intersected •  malignancy •  shivered •  mutilated •  handicap •  paralyzed •  tiller •  stringiness •  involuntarily •  slitted •  juncture •  vertebrae •  cartilage •  counsel •  trough •  quartering




SECTION 10

•  compass •  handicaps •  strangeness •  dispersed •  absolutely •  Mako •  knifing •  resolution •  dentuso •  astern •  intersected •  malignancy •  shivered •  mutilated •  handicap •  paralyzed •  tiller •  stringiness •  involuntarily •  slitted •  juncture •  vertebrae •  cartilage •  counsel •  trough •  quartering
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Ernest Hemingway
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Ernest Miller Hemingway (July 21, 1899 – July 2, 1961) was an American journalist and author. He was born in Oak Park, Illinois and began his career as a journalist writing for a newspaper in Kansas City at the age of seventeen.

After serving in a volunteer ambulance unit for the Italian government during World War I (and being severely wounded and subsequently decorated by the Italian government), he returned to journalism writing for several American and Canadian newspapers.

He used his career as a journalist as grain for his literary mill, writing short stories, novels and non-fiction pieces; culminating in his most ambitious novel For Whom the Bell Tolls, inspired by his coverage of the Spanish Civil War.

A great sportsman, Hemingway’s protagonists were often sportsmen and hunters as well as soldiers.

He was awarded the Nobel Prize for his novel The Old Man and the Sea, in 1954.

The lingering effects of several serious injuries, chronic alcoholism, mild dementia, and depression led to his suicide in 1961 in Ketchum, Idaho a few weeks shy of his sixty-second birthday.
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•   Ernest Hemingway’s first job after returning home from the First World War was as a freelancer, staff writer, and foreign correspondent for the Toronto Weekly Star. It was a position he kept for four years, until 1924.

•   According to his biographer, Hemingway drank absinthe, whiskey, vodka, wine, gin, tequila, and champagne—for breakfast—every day. That was just the start. He never got hung over, either.

•   He was an avid hunter by age three. As a toddler, he shot and killed a porcupine, which his father then made him eat. Legend has it that he complained that the quills “tickled”.

•   Until the age of four, his mother dressed him in long, frilly pink gowns with lace bonnets, grew his hair as long as his sister’s, and encouraged him to play with teacups, sewing kits, and dolls.

•   He wrote while standing for most of his career.
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Section One

(From the beginning to the paragraph “”I go now for the sardines,” the boy said.”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.






	1.
	Luck plays a role in the sport of fishing. How do you think luck will affect the character in this story? Do you think the character would believe in luck? Do you believe in luck? Why or why not?

	 


	 


	2.
	Some people are very lucky, while others are unlucky. The character in this novel is very unlucky, which causes him to lose the help of a young boy. What does this say about the society the character lives in?
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word. Be careful — a couple are a bit tricky!












	skiff

	benevolent

	erosions

	thwart



	stern

	subdue

	relics

	bodega













	 
	 
	1.
	“This seat is splintery,” Jane complained, sitting in the boat’s front.



	 
	 
	2.
	Harold wandered, fascinated, through the display of antiques.



	 
	 
	3.
	Steve seemed a charitable sort, but David did not trust his motives.



	 
	 
	4.
	After numerous deteriorations, the sand castle looked like any other lump of sand on the beach.



	 
	 
	5.
	Gerald quickly realized that if he did not dominate the puppy, the dog it would become would be impossible to control.



	 
	 
	6.
	“I knew I should have put more sandbags in the trunk!” Brent admonished himself as the back of the car fishtailed on the icy road.



	 
	 
	7.
	The small convenience store did not have the brand of deodorant Sheila preferred.



	 
	 
	8.
	Jordan’s visions of epic sailing ships were crushed when he saw the dinghy he would actually be traveling in.
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Section One

(From the beginning to the paragraph “”I go now for the sardines,” the boy said.”)







	1.

	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.













	 
	a)
	Why did Manolin stop fishing with Santiago?
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	A
	Santiago told Manolin that he could no longer teach him.
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	B
	Manolin’s parents thought Santiago was unlucky.
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	C
	Manolin thought he could learn more from another fisherman.
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	D
	He was offered a job at the shark factory.



	 
	b)
	When the other fishermen made fun of Santiago, it made him…



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	angry.
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	B
	sad.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	laugh.
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	D
	indifferent.



	 
	c)
	What happened the first time Santiago took Manolin out fishing?
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	A
	He was almost killed by a large fish that nearly destroyed Santiago’s boat.
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	B
	Manolin caught a fish bigger than he was.
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	C
	They were caught in a storm.
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	D
	Manolin got seasick.



	 
	d)
	What did Manolin want to get for Santiago?
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	A
	A new net.
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	B
	Four sardines.
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	C
	Another boy to help him fish.
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	D
	A new gaff.



	 
	e)
	According to Santiago, what kills the eyes?
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	A
	Turtle-ing.
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	B
	Spear fishing.
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	C
	Fishing for marlin.
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	D
	Shark fishing.
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Section One

(From the beginning to the paragraph “”I go now for the sardines,” the boy said.”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.







	1.
	Describe Manolin’s first memory of fishing with Santiago.



	 




	 




	 




	2.
	How did the old fishermen treat Santiago when they saw him at the Terrace?



	 




	 




	 




	3.
	What did Santiago not wonder about?



	 




	 




	 




	4.
	How does Manolin offer to help Santiago?



	 




	 




	 




	5.
	What was so odd about Manolin’s request to cast Santiago’s net?
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	Write a journal entry in which you are Manolin on his first day with Santiago at age five. Describe the events, your feelings and thoughts towards Santiago.
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Section Two

(From the paragraph that starts with “When the boy came back...” to the paragraph “”Sleep well old man.””)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Would you feel an obligation to personally look after your parents when they could no longer take care of themselves? Why or why not?



	 




	 




	 




	2.
	The elderly contain a lifetime of experiences. How important is it to listen to the advice of the elderly today? Why?
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.














	 1 
	creases
	 
	disparity between
	 A 



	 2 
	faded
	 
	lack of confidence
	 B 



	 3 
	terrace
	 
	grown faint
	 C 



	 4 
	container
	 
	receptacle for transportation
	 D 



	 5 
	league
	 
	produced by folding or crushing
	 E 



	 6 
	difference
	 
	rude
	 F 



	 7 
	timid
	 
	association for a purpose
	 G 



	 8 
	harsh-spoken
	 
	a firm decision
	 H 



	 9 
	resolution
	 
	lower in status
	 I 



	 10 
	inferior
	 
	patio or verandah
	 J 
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Section Two

(From the paragraph that starts with “When the boy came back...” to the paragraph “”Sleep well old man.””)








	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.













	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Santiago and Manolin ate yellow rice with fish for dinner.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Santiago prefers his beer in cans.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	There is no place nearby for Santiago to wash.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	The Great DiMaggio used to visit the Terrace.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Manolin thinks Santiago is the best fisherman.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Santiago has resolution and tricks to compensate for his lack of intelligence.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in this section.
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	a)
	Manolin and Santiago discuss the greatest manager.
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	b)
	Santiago talks about the great DiMaggio.
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	c)
	Santiago tells Manolin that he (Santiago) will wake him in the morning.
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	d)
	Manolin returns to find Santiago asleep.
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	e)
	Manolin has to talk Santiago into eating.
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	f)
	Santiago talks about seeing lions in the evening when he was younger.
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Section Two

(From the paragraph that starts with “When the boy came back...” to the paragraph “”Sleep well old man.””)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What did Manolin do when he found Santiago asleep?



	 




	 




	 




	2.
	What did Santiago suggest be done for Martin, the owner of the Terrace?



	 




	 




	3.
	What did Santiago give as his reason for delaying eating dinner?



	 




	 




	4.
	What did Santiago give as the reason Manolin’s father thought John J. McGraw was the greatest baseball manager?



	 




	 




	5.
	What did Santiago say was his alarm clock?



	 




	 




	6.
	What is it that young boys do?
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	Write a journal entry in which you are a volunteer at a rest home and you spend an afternoon talking to an old fisherman who still thinks he goes out to sea every morning. Be sure to include a narrative from the old man, some advice he may give you, and your thoughts and feelings towards him and/or his story.
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Section Three

(From the paragraph that starts with “The boy went out.” to the paragraph that starts with “”Good luck,” the old man said.”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	The fishermen in the novel get up and go to work before the sun rises. What does this say about these men (and women) who choose this profession? Would you consider a job that requires this level of commitment? Why or why not?



	 




	 




	2.
	Have you ever started school without eating breakfast first? How did you feel from the time school started to the time you ate lunch? Were you more or less productive?
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.













	trousers

	oakum

	shack

	furl




	condensed

	gear

	bow

	slid











	1.
	It was Dave’s job to _______________ the camp flag and store it in the counselors’ cabin every night.



	2.
	They called it a cabin, but _______________ would have been nearer the mark as it was rather crudely built.



	3.
	Even though the brake was set, the car still _______________ halfway down the muddy driveway.



	4.
	“How is all my _______________ supposed to fit into a duffle bag this small?” Raquel asked herself.



	5.
	As the cold water enveloped his feet to the ankle, Jim lamented the lack of _______________ aboard the rowboat.



	6.
	“If this goes on much longer, I’m going to need a fresh pair of  _______________,” Sheldon lamented.



	7.
	“No, this is the _______________!” Rory shouted, as he pointed to the end of the boat where he was standing.



	8.
	Shirley wondered why they didn’t call brandy ‘_______________ wine’.
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Section Three

(From the paragraph that starts with “The boy went out.” to the paragraph that starts with “”Good luck,” the old man said.”)








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the section.



	 
	a)
	He lived along that coast now every night and in his _______________ he heard the surf roar and saw the native boats come riding through it.



	 
	b)
	He only dreamed of places now and of the _______________ on the beach.



	 
	c)
	He was _______________ and the old man put his arm across his shoulders and said, “I am sorry.”



	 
	d)
	“Now I must get your sardines and _______________ and your fresh baits.”



	 
	e)
	For a long time now eating had _______________ him and he never carried a lunch.











	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.











	capes

	occurrences

	confident




	coral

	pebbled

	 











	 
	a)
	Though he had no reason to, Phil felt quite _______________ that he could make the seven-ten split.



	 
	b)
	Joseph thought the stone was a ruby, but the jeweler told him it was red _______________.



	 
	c)
	Jolene was surprised to discover that there had been several _______________ of theft in the past year.



	 
	d)
	The parchment had a soft _______________ surface.



	 
	e)
	The fog obscured the spot where the shore rose up to form _______________.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Three

(From the paragraph that starts with “The boy went out.” to the paragraph that starts with “”Good luck,” the old man said.”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What did Santiago use to make a pillow? What does this say about his character?



	 




	 




	 




	2.
	What did Santiago used to dream of?



	 




	 




	3.
	How did the old man get into the house where Manolin lived?



	 




	 




	4.
	What did Manolin carry from the shack?



	 




	 




	5.
	How did Santiago afford a second cup of coffee?



	 




	 




	6.
	What did Santiago have to sustain him for the day?



	 




	 












	[image: ]

	Imagine that you are an old fisherman working out of the same town as Santiago. Write a journal entry in which you invite him out to the Terrace one evening and try to convince him to retire because of his bad luck and age.
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	[image: ]




Section Four

(From the paragraph that starts with “Sometimes someone would speak in a boat.” to the paragraph that starts with “”Albacore,” he said aloud.”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Santiago makes a living fishing in nothing but a one-man boat. Put yourself in his position. What would it be like to fish for a living in a one-man boat?



	 




	 




	 




	2.
	If you could, would you live on a tropical beach all year long? Why or why not?



	 




	 




	 












	[image: ]

	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.












	phosphorescence

	concentrations

	swallows




	floats

	albacore

	plummets




	iridescent

	filaments

	 










	1.
	On being told he’d caught an _______________, Henry said, “Oh. I thought it was a tuna.”



	2.
	Joseph thought the butterfly’s wings were blue at first; their _______________ quality fooled him.



	3.
	Jordan entered the dimly lit barn just as dozens of _______________ erupted from the rafters and fluttered out through the open doors.



	4.
	The _______________ of fish in the harbor actually slowed the progress of ships trying to dock.



	5.
	The steep drop-off in the depth of the swimming pool was marked off with a rope supported by _______________.



	6.
	Because of the stiff undercurrent, Salvatore attached several _______________ to keep the lines straight.



	7.
	Lorelei was told it was the edges of seaweed growing in the shallows that was the source of the beautiful pink _______________ ringing the lagoon.



	8.
	Harold had thought that the cloth was merely dyed, but was told it was actually woven from fine _______________ of gold.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Four

(From the paragraph that starts with “Sometimes someone would speak in a boat.” to the paragraph that starts with “”Albacore,” he said aloud.”)








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the section.



	 
	a)
	They spread apart after they were out of the mouth of the harbor and each one _______________ for the part of the ocean where he hoped to find fish.



	 
	b)
	But she can be so cruel and it comes so suddenly and such birds that fly, _______________ and hunting, with their small sad voices are made too delicately for the sea.



	 
	c)
	Then the sun was brighter and the _______________ came on the water and then, as it rose clear, the flat sea sent it back at his eyes so that it hurt sharply and he rowed without looking into it.



	 
	d)
	They are _______________ and the flying fish have little chance.



	 
	e)
	Just then the stern line came taut under his foot, where he had kept a loop of the line, and he dropped his oars and felt the weight of the small tuna’s _______________ pull as he held the line firm and commenced to haul it in.











	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.











	fathoms

	shank

	ineffectually




	gelatinous

	carapaced

	 











	 
	a)
	Corey scrubbed _______________ at the graffiti painted onto the brick of the school.



	 
	b)
	The dollar store hammer snapped at the _______________ halfway through driving the third nail into the wood.



	 
	c)
	Not knowing what _______________ were, Tracy gave the depth of the water in feet.



	 
	d)
	The armadillo’s back plates reminded Brenda of the _______________ turtles of the Galapagos.



	 
	e)
	As he watched the liquid drip from the mixing spoon, Karl wondered why it wasn’t as _______________ as the recipe said it should be.
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Section Four

(From the paragraph that starts with “Sometimes someone would speak in a boat.” to the paragraph that starts with “”Albacore,” he said aloud.”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why was the great well so named?



	 




	 




	2.
	Why did Santiago think of the sea as ‘la mar’? What does this reveal about the character?



	 




	 




	3.
	Where did Santiago decide to fish? Why?



	 




	 




	4.
	Why did Santiago row gently after he had baited his lines?



	 




	 




	5.
	What was the first sign that Santiago saw indicating there might be a big fish nearby? What does this say about his experience fishing?



	 




	 




	6.
	Why did Santiago hate the Portuguese man-of-war?



	 




	 












	[image: ]

	Write a journal entry in which you, as Santiago, return after another day of catching no fish and meet Manolin, who tries to convince you that you would be better off fishing with one of the younger men who use motorized boats.















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Five

(From the paragraph that starts with “He did not remember when he had...” to the paragraph that starts with “”He’s headed north,” the old man said.”)








	







	[image: ]



	alternately
annulled
bight
bitt
coagulated
delicate
gunwale
imperceptible
lavender
leaders
myriad
pectoral
pivoted
rapier
tentative







	   
	[image: ]














	Across
	Down
	 



	
2.  Not affecting the senses.

5.  Interchange repeatedly.

7.  Pale bluish-purple.


	
8.  Of the breast.

10.  The top of the side.

11.  Obliterated.

12.  Strong post.

14.  Fine in quality.


	
1.  Hesitant.

3.  Turned on a point.

4.  Long and thin bladed.

6.  Hooks are attached to them.


	
9.  Congealed.

12.  Not the ends, but the middle.

13.  Indefinitely great number.


	 












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Five

(From the paragraph that starts with “He did not remember when he had...” to the paragraph that starts with “”He’s headed north,” the old man said.”)







	1.
	Complete the paragraphs by filling in the correct words from the section.




Now is no time to think of ___________________a             , he thought. Now is the time to think of only one thing. That which I was born for. There might be a big one around that ___________________b             , he thought. I picked up only a ___________________c              from the ___________________d              that were feeding. But they are working far out and fast. Everything that shows on the surface today travels very fast and to the ___________________e             . Can that be the time of day? Or is it some sign of ___________________f               that I do not know?

Then he will turn and ___________________g               it, he thought. He did not say that because he knew that if you said a good thing it might not happen. He knew what a huge fish this was and he ___________________h              of him moving away in the ___________________i               with the tuna held ___________________j               in his mouth. At that moment he felt him stop moving but the weight was still there. Then the ___________________k               increased and he gave more line. He ___________________l               the pressure of his thumb and finger for a moment and the weight increased and was going ___________________m           down.

He had pushed his ___________________n              hat hard down on his head before he hooked the fish and it was cutting his forehead. He was thirsty too and he got down on his knees and, being careful not to ___________________o              on the line, moved as far into the ___________________p               as he could get and reached the water bottle with one hand. He opened it and drank a little. Then he rested against the bow. He rested sitting on the ___________________q              mast and sail and tried not to think but only to ___________________r             .
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	[image: ]




Section Five

(From the paragraph that starts with “He did not remember when he had...” to the paragraph that starts with “”He’s headed north,” the old man said.”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	When did Santiago first start to talk to himself when he was alone? Why do you think he did this?



	 




	 




	2.
	How did Santiago know that the fish was a marlin when it first began to nibble on the line?



	 




	 




	3.
	Why did Santiago think the marlin might have abandoned the line before being hooked?



	 




	 




	4.
	Why did Santiago not say that the marlin would swallow the hook?



	 




	 




	5.
	Why did Santiago not tie off the line once the marlin was hooked?



	 




	 




	6.
	What did Santiago remind himself of during the night?



	 




	 












	[image: ]

	Write a brief extension to this part where the marlin dives down and before he stops doing so, Santiago runs out of extra line. What do you think Santiago should do in this situation? What might he have done to prevent this?
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Section Six

(From the paragraph that starts with “When the sun had risen further...” to the paragraph that starts with “The line rose slowly and steadily...”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	How far do you think Santiago will really go to land this fish? Support your opinion with evidence from the novel.



	 




	 




	2.
	Do you think anyone will come looking for him because he has been out for so long? Why or why not?



	 




	 








	[image: ] Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.














	1.
	The ladder teetered back and forth before slowly going over and landing David in the rose bushes.



	 
	a) faltered
	b) stabilized
	c) wavered
	d) stumbled



	2.
	Everything Stacy did as class president she did conscientiously, always mindful of the importance of her job.



	 
	a) thoughtlessly
	b) scrupulously
	c) anxiously
	d) laboriously



	3.
	The snake wriggled across the sand, leaving an undulation of a groove behind.



	 
	a) gyration
	b) fluctuation
	c) convolution
	d) line



	4.
	Gerry had to borrow a block-and-tackle to hoist the engine out of the old truck.



	 
	a) lift
	b) uphold
	c) fall
	d) boost



	5.
	The only favorable thing about the evening so far was that Larry’s date had arrived on time.



	 
	a) affirmative
	b) assenting
	c) acclamatory
	d) agreeable



	6.
	After three hours in the attic, Doris finally found the spare cable coiled up in the bottom of an old bureau.



	 
	a) curly
	b) wound
	c) quirky
	d) frizzed
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Section Six

(From the paragraph that starts with “When the sun had risen further...” to the paragraph that starts with “The line rose slowly and steadily...”)







	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.












	 
	a)
	Why was Santiago pleased there was yellow seaweed on the line?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	It meant that the fish was tiring.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	It would increase the drag and so make the fish more tired.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	It meant the fish was still alive.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	It meant the fish was dying.



	 
	b)
	Why did Santiago think the small bird was so tired?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	A hawk had been hunting it.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	It had flown across the sea.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	It had not eaten lately.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	It was ill.



	 
	c)
	Besides Manolin, what does Santiago miss the most?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Food.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Fresh water.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	A change of clothing.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Salt.



	 
	d)
	Why did Santiago wish he could feed the fish on the end of his line?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	He admired the fish.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	The fish was his brother.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	To make the struggle more interesting.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	He was beginning to suffer from dehydration.



	 
	e)
	Why didn’t Santiago worry about hurricanes, even though it was hurricane season?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	He was reckless.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	He was worried.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Because the signs of a hurricane are visible for days before it strikes.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Because hurricanes did not strike in the part of the sea he was fishing in.












	[image: ]
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Section Six

(From the paragraph that starts with “When the sun had risen further...” to the paragraph that starts with “The line rose slowly and steadily...”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why did Santiago want the marlin to jump out of the water?



	 




	 




	 




	2.
	What offer did Santiago make to the bird that rested on the fishing line?



	 




	 




	3.
	What did Santiago think the sharp jerk on the line meant?



	 




	 




	4.
	What did Santiago think might help to un-cramp his hand?



	 




	 




	5.
	What did Santiago know when he saw flights of wild ducks?



	 




	 




	 




	6.
	Why did Santiago hate having a cramp?



	 




	 












	[image: ]

	Write a journal entry in which Manolin’s boat comes close enough to Santiago’s for him to come and help the older man land the marlin. Describe in detail the events that would ensue, and whether Santiago would be successful.
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Section Seven

(From the paragraph that starts with “”He is two feet longer than the skiff”, the old man said.” to the paragraph that starts with “The moon had been up for a long time...”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	What do you feel like after studying all night for an exam or big test? Do you feel restless? Do you have any trouble falling asleep? Do you take any time after studying and before going to bed to unwind?



	 




	 




	2.
	Do you find sleeping in a chair any different from sleeping in a bed? How?



	 




	 












	[image: ]

	Circle the correct word that matches the meaning of the underlined word.














	1.
	But I must have confidence and I must be worthy of the great DiMaggio who does all things perfectly even with the pain of the bone spur in his heel.



	 
	a) impudence
	b) presumption
	c) resolution
	d) caution



	2.
	Then the negro, after the rum, would try for a tremendous effort and once he had the old man, who was not an old man then but was Santiago El Campeon, nearly three inches off balance.



	 
	a) immense
	b) burly
	c) oversize
	d) blimp



	3.
	But he could not and it stayed at the hardness and water-drop shivering that preceded breaking.



	 
	a) scouted
	b) managed
	c) pioneered
	d) presaged



	4.
	When the fish was at the stem, plunging and cutting from side to side in desperation, the old man leaned over the stern and lifted the burnished gold fish with its purple spots over the stem.



	 
	a) abasement
	b) depression
	c) hopelessness
	d) confidence



	5.
	Also now I have gained on him in the question of sustenance.



	 
	a) livelihood
	b) nourishment
	c) upkeep
	d) service



	6.
	“And what a miserable fish raw. I will never go in a boat again without salt or limes.”



	 
	a) tragic
	b) wretched
	c) crestfallen
	d) forlorn














	[image: ]
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Section Seven

(From the paragraph that starts with “”He is two feet longer than the skiff”, the old man said.” to the paragraph that starts with “The moon had been up for a long time...”)








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the section.



	 
	a)
	But, thank God, they are not as intelligent as we who kill them; _______________ they are more noble and more able.



	 
	b)
	There was a small sea rising with the wind coming up from the east and at _______________ the old man’s left hand was uncramped.



	 
	c)
	This is the second day now that I do not know the result of the _______________, he thought.



	 
	d)
	They had gone one day and one night with their elbows on a _______________ line on the table and their forearms straight up and their hands gripped tight.



	 
	e)
	When the fish was at the stem, plunging and cutting from side to side in desperation, the old man leaned over the stern and lifted the _______________ gold fish with its purple spots over the stem.











	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.











	pilgrimage

	mechanically

	acrobatics




	perceptibly

	determination

	prolongs











	a)
	Darren thought his dancing impressed the ladies, but his dance-floor _______________, while amusing, were not enticing.



	b)
	The porterhouse looked fresh, but the smell of it had changed _______________ and told the chef it had gone off.



	c)
	The trip to Graceland was, for Davis, a _______________.



	d)
	Terry was so far ahead in math, he was able to do his homework _______________.



	e)
	‘This _______________ an already boring experience,’ Brent thought as he waited in line.



	f)
	The failure of three previous tests never lessened Louise’s _______________ to get her driver’s license.














	[image: ]
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Section Seven

(From the paragraph that starts with “”He is two feet longer than the skiff”, the old man said.” to the paragraph that starts with “The moon had been up for a long time...”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What did Santiago wish after seeing the marlin jump out of the water?



	 




	 




	 




	2.
	Why did Santiago re-bait the little line?



	 




	 




	3.
	Why did the bettors at the arm-wrestling match want it called a draw?



	 




	 




	4.
	Why did Santiago quit arm-wrestling so soon?



	 




	 




	5.
	When was the dolphin caught in the small line?



	 




	 




	6.
	What did Santiago plan to do to slow the marlin? Do you think this will work?



	 




	 




	 












	[image: ]

	Write a journal entry in which you catch the marlin before sunrise using a method that Santiago hasn’t thought of. Describe the method and why you think it will work where all of Santiago’s attempts have failed.















	[image: ]
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Section Eight

(From the paragraph that starts with “He woke with the jerk of his right fist...” to the paragraph that starts with “He made the fish fast to bow and stern...”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	How much pain from rope burns would you be willing to take to catch this fish, if you depended on catching it for a living? What would this say about your character? Compare this to the character of Santiago.



	 




	 




	2.
	If Santiago catches the fish, do you think the hard part of the trip is over for him? Why or why not?



	 




	 












	[image: ]

	Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure that the meaning of each word is clear in your sentence.





Ceding

 

Nourishment

 

Temptation

 

Scythe

 

Dorsal

 

Darted

 

Placid

 

Interminable

 

Projecting

 











	[image: ]
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Section Eight

(From the paragraph that starts with “He woke with the jerk of his right fist...” to the paragraph that starts with “He made the fish fast to bow and stern...”)







	1.
	Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the section.




The line went out and out and out but it was ___________________a              now and he was making the fish earn each ___________________b              of it. Now he got his head up from the ___________________c              and out of the slice of fish that his ___________________d              had crushed. Then he was on his knees and then he ___________________e              slowly to his feet. He was ___________________f              line but more slowly all the time. He worked back to where he could feel with his foot the ___________________g              of line that he could not see. There was plenty of line still and now the fish had to pull the ___________________h              of all that new line through the water. For an hour the old man had been seeing ___________________i              spots before his eyes and the sweat ___________________j              his eyes and ___________________k              the cut over his eye and on his ___________________l             . He was not afraid of the black spots. They were normal at the tension that he was pulling on the line. Twice, though, he had felt faint and ___________________m              and that had worried him.







	2.
	Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:

















	a)
	Why couldn’t Santiago see the fish jump?
	 
	b)
	Santiago couldn’t eat the dolphin because...



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	It was night.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	it had gone bad.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	His face was pressed down.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	it had been lost overboard.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Blood in his eyes.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	he had used it as bait.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Fish guts in his eyes.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	he feared it would make him sick.



	c)
	Why didn’t Santiago want the fish to jump?
	 
	d)
	What worried the old man when the fish was circling?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	It might tear loose from the hook.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	That he was seeing black spots.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	It might break the line.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	That there were sharks near.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	He was too tired.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	That he was feeling dizzy.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	He was too weak.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	That he was becoming delusional.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Eight

(From the paragraph that starts with “He woke with the jerk of his right fist...” to the paragraph that starts with “He made the fish fast to bow and stern...”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What woke Santiago?



	 




	 




	2.
	Why did Santiago step to the back of the boat?



	 




	 




	3.
	Why was Santiago glad the marlin had jumped out of the water so many times?



	 




	 




	4.
	What did Santiago wish, if his left hand cramped again?



	 




	 




	5.
	When did Santiago first see the fish?



	 




	 




	6.
	What couldn’t Santiago believe when the fish passed under his boat?



	 




	 




	 












	[image: ]

	Write a journal entry in which the marlin makes a great hole in the bottom of the boat before Santiago can drive the harpoon into its heart. Would he be able to get the boat back? Would he survive?















	[image: ]
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Section Nine

(From the paragraph that starts with “He did not need a compass to tell him...” to the paragraph “”Nothing,” he said aloud. “I went out too far.””)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	What kind of problems do you think Santiago might have getting back to shore?



	 




	 




	 




	 




	2.
	Do you think Santiago will take some time off, if the marlin fetches a lot of money? Why or why not?



	 




	 




	 




	 












	[image: ]

	In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word which does not belong. Then write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.














	1.
	a) dispersed
	b) distributed
	c) routed
	d) scattered



	 
	 




	2.
	a) compliance
	b) resolution
	c) determination
	d) resolve



	 
	 




	3.
	a) malignancy
	b) virulence
	c) malevolence
	d) affinity



	 
	 




	4.
	a) fissured
	b) narrowed
	c) constricted
	d) slitted



	 
	 




	5.
	a) advice
	b) counsel
	c) flattery
	d) direction
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Section Nine

(From the paragraph that starts with “He did not need a compass to tell him...” to the paragraph “”Nothing,” he said aloud. “I went out too far.””)







	1.

	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.













	 
	a)
	Why didn’t Santiago need a compass?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	He could see land where he needed to go.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	There were other boats going the direction he needed to go.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	He was following flying fish.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	The trade winds were blowing in the direction he needed to take.



	 
	b)
	What did Santiago eat when he set sail for home?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	The last of the tuna.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	A flying fish he caught with his hands.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Shrimps found in yellow Gulf weed.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	He had no food, just water.



	 
	c)
	When did the first shark appear?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Almost at midnight.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	An hour after he set sail.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Two hours after he harpooned the marlin.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	While he was eating.



	 
	d)
	What did Santiago wish towards the Mako shark?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Bad luck to its mother.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Indigestion.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	A nearly death.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	That it be eaten by another of its kind.



	 
	e)
	What did Santiago replace his harpoon with?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	He had a spare harpoon, though it was older.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	The gaff.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	A broken oar.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	A knife lashed to the end of an oar.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Nine

(From the paragraph that starts with “He did not need a compass to tell him...” to the paragraph “”Nothing,” he said aloud. “I went out too far.””)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	According to Santiago, what keeps him alive?



	 




	 




	2.
	How did Santiago know that a very bad time was coming?



	 




	 




	3.
	What does “Ay” mean?



	 




	 




	4.
	How did Santiago get the other galanos shark out from under the boat?



	 




	 




	5.
	How much did Santiago think the marlin had been worth?



	 




	 




	6.
	When did Santiago know that he was beaten?



	 




	 




	 












	[image: ]

	Imagine that you are Santiago trying to keep your fish in one piece. Write a journal entry where, instead of trying to kill every shark that comes for the marlin, you catch the dead Mako and use pieces of it to throw the sharks off the scent. Would it work? Why or why not?















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Ten

(From the paragraph that starts with “When he sailed into the little harbour...” to the end.)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	How do you think Santiago felt after coming home with only the skeleton of the fish after he put so much effort to catch and preserve it?



	 




	 




	2.
	What do you think Manolin’s reaction to seeing the remains of the great fish will be?



	 




	 




	 












	[image: ]

	Choose a word from the list that means the same as the underlined word.













	shingle

	shouldered

	reflection

	proprietor




	grind

	tempered

	tiburon

	handsome













	 
	 
	1.
	Drusilla needed to file the axe until the edge was sharp enough to use on quite thick tree trunks.



	 
	 
	2.
	“I thought it was illegal to make or sell shark fin soup,” Elly said



	 
	 
	3.
	The image in the mirror was a flipped version of the real thing.



	 
	 
	4.
	The furnace fire fused the two lengths of pipe together, so hot had it been.



	 
	 
	5.
	Jason bore the whole trunk on his back, despite its weight.



	 
	 
	6.
	The painting made Horace look more attractive than he felt in real life.



	 
	 
	7.
	Small rounded pebbles made up the strand facing the seaside village.



	 
	 
	8.
	The owner of the Griffin, the most popular pub in town, was the fattest man, Jules had ever seen.
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Section Ten

(From the paragraph that starts with “When he sailed into the little harbour...” to the end.)








	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.













	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Santiago was not sure if everyone was in bed when he finally made it back to the fishing village.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Santiago had to sit five times on the walk up to his shack.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Manolin had to reheat the coffee he bought for Santiago because of how long he slept.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Santiago gave the head of the marlin to Manolin.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	No one searched for Santiago.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Manolin caught a total of four fish while Santiago was out.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in the section.












	 
	[image: ]
	a)
	Manolin tells Santiago that he will fish with him again.



	 
	[image: ]
	b)
	Manolin cried as he walked along the coral rock road.



	 
	[image: ]
	c)
	Santiago falls while walking up to the shack.



	 
	[image: ]
	d)
	Santiago drinks the coffee Manolin brings for him.



	 
	[image: ]
	e)
	Santiago looks at the remains of his fish.



	 
	[image: ]
	f)
	A tourist asks what the skeleton of the shark is.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Ten

(From the paragraph that starts with “When he sailed into the little harbour...” to the end.)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Who helped Santiago pull the skiff up onto the beach? What does this say about Santiago?



	 




	 




	2.
	What did Santiago see when he was resting the first time on the road up to his shack?



	 




	 




	3.
	What did Santiago do before he lay down to sleep?



	 




	 




	4.
	How long was the marlin that Santiago caught?



	 




	 




	5.
	What was the first thing Santiago said to Manolin?



	 




	 




	6.
	What happened to the head of the marlin?



	 




	 




	 












	[image: ]

	Rewrite the ending of the story supposing that Santiago had fought off the sharks and brought most of the marlin home. How would the other fishermen react? How would this affect Santiago?















	 
	[image: ]




Section 1

Bad Luck

Because Santiago has not caught a fish in eighty-four days, he is considered unlucky and Manolin is persuaded by his parents to fish another, luckier boat. However, chance does not work that way and Santiago is a skilled fisherman, as the story proves. All things being equal, his chances of catching a fish are no worse or better than they were any other day.

Do a little research on probability, specifically when it comes to games of chance (like flipping a coin or throwing dice). Write an essay, focusing on the following. Why would Santiago be considered unlucky? What mistake(s) is/are the people who think him unlucky making?

 







	 
	[image: ]




Sections 2 to 3

Too Old to Fish?

The boy, Manolin, (who is, in fact, likely in his early twenties) takes great care of the old man Santiago, even though he is no longer fishing with him. This reverence for the elderly seems to be a part of this culture at this time. It is not just charity; Manolin values Santiago as more than a friend. He considers the older man a mentor.

Research Cuba in the fifties, before the overthrow of the county by Castro and write a report on the culture of the time, specifically the care of the elderly. Is Manolin’s attitude and behavior typical? Has the cultural attitude toward the old changed since the island nation became communist?









	[image: ]
	 




Sections 4 to 5

Fishing: Vocation versus Livelihood

Hemingway makes a comparison between the way the younger men fish (using motorboats and buoys for their lines; having radios for company) and the way Santiago and the older fishermen do. His protagonist, Santiago, does not think the younger men understand or revere the sea the way they ought to, though he does not disapprove of them. The old man sees fishing as a calling, rather than a job. His descriptions of it are almost mystical. He says he is not religious likely because, for him, the life of a fisherman is a deeply religious one (though he does not characterize it that way specifically).

Imagine that there was some sort of formalized spiritual practice associated with fishing. Write an imaginative essay in which you describe the form and beliefs of the Religion of the Fishermen.

 







	[image: ]
	 




Sections 6 to 7

Marlin versus Moby Dick

In outline, the story of The Old Man and the Sea is very like that of the last voyage of the Pequod, whose captain, Ahab, is obsessed with a whale (Moby Dick) that he has been hunting for many years. In tone, however, the two stories are very different. Santiago loves the sea and respects the life in it, even when he dislikes it (sharks and jellyfish, for example). Ahab, on the other hand, is famous for his bitter, fanatical hatred of the animal he has come to see as a monster.

Write a detailed outline of Hemingway’s story, changing Santiago’s attitude toward the marlin to one similar to that felt by Ahab toward Moby Dick. How might the story change? Do you think the old man would be more likely to have caught and kept his prize?









	 
	[image: ]




Sections 8 to 9

Serenity from Strength

Santiago suffers greatly in catching and trying to preserve his prize on his way back home. Though he fails, he does not seem to be angry or bitter at the loss and the agony that went with it. In fact, he takes his streak of ‘bad luck’ with apparent indifference and is even sanguine about the loss of Manolin as a partner. Though he may have suffered permanent injuries that could hamper his ability to fish — may even have suffered an ultimately fatal injury — he never once questions whether or not he should continue. From whence comes this strength?

Rewrite Santiago’s battles with the sharks, giving him more self-doubt (engendered by a belief in his bad luck) as he fights trying to keep the marlin intact.

 







	 
	[image: ]




Section 10

Hero

Though no one mentions it, by the end of the tale the villagers’ attitude indicates that they no longer believe the old man is unlucky. True, he could not keep his catch from the sharks, but he did land the biggest fish any of them had ever seen or heard of.

Write a brief account of the first day he and Manolin set out to fish after the events of the story. Try to mirror flow of the story’s beginning—evening through to morning—showing how the conversation and attitudes may have changed.
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Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are written backwards.










	skiff
	roadsteads
	myriad
	bettors
	Mako



	thwart
	condensed
	porpoises
	Rigel
	dentuso



	terrace
	fathoms
	cumulus
	nauseate
	unstepped



	Que Va
	plummets
	ptomaine
	scythe
	barracudas
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	Comprehension Quiz

	[image: ]



	Answer each question in a complete sentence.











	1.
	What kind of unlucky is Santiago deemed to be?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	2.
	Where did Santiago get the paper?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	3.
	Where and when did Santiago see lions?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	4.
	How much work did the old man let the current do as he rowed out in the morning?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	5.
	Why did Santiago not fish the deep wells that first day?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	6.
	What happened after Santiago and Manolin had once caught and killed a female of a pair of marlins?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	7.
	Why didn’t Santiago think people ashore could see signs of a hurricane days before it would strike?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	SUBTOTAL:

	/13
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	Comprehension Quiz

	 











	8.
	What did Santiago think he should have done for salt?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	9.
	Why didn’t Santiago rig the oars to slow the skiff down?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	 




	10.
	Using Santiago’s estimates, how much would the marlin have been worth, had he been able to bring it in intact?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	11.
	Why did the old man want to feel the marlin after he had killed it?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	12.
	When did Santiago know that he had lost the fight to keep his fish?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	13.
	At what point did Santiago finally know just how tired he was?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	 




	14.
	Why did the tourist think the skeleton lashed to Santiago’s skiff was that of a shark?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	SUBTOTAL:

	/13
















	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



   Vocabulary   

1. thwart



2. relics



3. benevolent



4. erosions



5. subdue



6. stern



7. bodega



8. skiff


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  B

b) [image: ]  D

c) [image: ]  A

d) [image: ]  B

e) [image: ]  A


	
   1.   

Manolin remembers a tail flapping and banging, the thwart breaking, and the sound of clubbing and the sweet blood smell.



   2.   

The older fishermen were sad but spoke politely about current and the depths of their lines and the weather and of what they had seen.



   3.   

Santiago did not wonder about when he had attained humility, but he knew it carried no loss of pride and was not disgraceful.



   4.   

Manolin offers to ask his current master to go far out where Santiago will be, so that if Santiago catches a big fish, Manolin will be close to help him.



   5.   

Santiago had to sell his net, yet he and Manolin still pretended that he had it.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



   Vocabulary   

1. E



2. C



3. J



4. D



5. G



6. A



7. B



8. F



9. H



10. I


	
   1.   

a)  F 



b)  T 



c)  T 



d)  F 



e)  T 



f)  F 



   2.   

a)  5 



b)  3 



c)  6 



d)  1 



e)  2 



f)  4 


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Manolin took the old army blanket off Santiago’s bed and put it over the old man’s shoulders.

   2.   

Santiago thought he should give Martin the belly meat of a big fish.

   3.   

Santiago said he needed time to wash before eating dinner.

   4.   

Santiago thought that Manolin’s father believed John J. McGraw was the greatest manager only because he used to come to the Terrace all the time.

   5.   

Santiago said that age was his alarm clock.



   6.   

Young boys sleep late and hard.





	
11

	
12

	
13

	
14

	
15

	
16

















	
[image: ]

   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



   Vocabulary   

1. furl



2. shack



3. slid



4. gear



5. oakum



6. trousers



7. bow



8. condensed


	
   1.   

a) dreams



b) lions



c) sleepy



d) mine



e) bored

   2.   

a) confident



b) coral



c) occurrences



d) pebbled



e) capes


	
   1.   

Santiago used his trousers, rolled up and stuffed with newspaper, to make a pillow. Answers will vary.



   2.   

Santiago used to dream of storms, women, great occurrences, great fish, fights, contests of strength, or his wife.

   3.   

The door to the house where Manolin lived was unlocked and Santiago just walked in.



   4.   

Manolin carried rolls of line in a basket, the harpoon and the gaff.



   5.   

Santiago put a second cup of coffee on Manolin’s credit at the early morning place that served fishermen.

   6.   

Santiago had only a bottle of water to sustain him for the day.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



   Vocabulary   

1. albacore



2. iridescent



3. swallows



4. concentrations



5. floats



6. plummets



7. phosphorescence



8. filaments


	
   1.   

a) headed



b) dipping



c) glare



d) widespread



e) shivering



   2.   

a) ineffectually



b) shank



c) fathoms



d) carapaced



e) gelatinous


	
   1.   

The great well was so named because of a sudden drop of the ocean floor to a depth of seven hundred fathoms there.

   2.   

Santiago thought of the sea as ‘la mar’ because she gave or withheld great favors, she sometimes did wild or wicked things, and the moon affected her as it does a woman.

   3.   

Santiago decided to fish where the schools of bonito and albacore are because he worked the deep wells for a week and caught nothing.

   4.   

Santiago rowed gently to keep his lines straight up and down.

   5.   

The first sign Santiago saw of a big fish was a circling man-of-war bird. Answers will vary.

   6.   

Santiago hated the Portuguese man-of-war because they stung and left welts and sores on a fisherman’s arms and hands.





	
17

	
18

	
19

	
20


	
21

	
22

















	
   Vocabulary   

Across



2. imperceptible



5. alternately



7. lavender



8. pectoral



10. gunwale



11. annulled



12. bitt



14. delicate



Down



1. tentative



3. pivoted



4. rapier



6. leaders



12. bight



13. myriad


	
   1.   

a) baseball

b) school

c) straggler

d) albacore

e) north-east

f) weather

g) swallow

h) thought

i) darkness

j) crosswise

k) weight

l) tightened

m) straight

n) straw

o) jerk

p) bow

q) un-stepped

r) endure


	
   1.   

Santiago did not remember when he first started to talk to himself when he was by himself. He had sung when he was by himself in the old days.

   2.   

Answers may vary but should mention the depth of the line (six hundred feet).



   3.   

Santiago thought the marlin might have remembered being hooked before.

   4.   

Santiago feared that if a good thing was said aloud, it might not happen.

   5.   

Santiago did not tie off the line because he feared the marlin might break it if he did.

   6.   

Santiago reminded himself to eat the tuna he had caught in the morning.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



   Vocabulary   

1. c



2. b



3. c



4. a



5. d



6. b


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  B

b) [image: ]  A

c) [image: ]  D

d) [image: ]  B

e) [image: ]  C


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Santiago wanted the fish to jump so that it would fill the sacks along its backbone so it could not go deep and die.



   2.   

Santiago offered the bird the use of his house.



   3.   

Santiago thought the jerk on the line meant that something had hurt the marlin.



   4.   

Santiago thought eating the tuna he had caught would help his hand uncramp.



   5.   

Santiago knew that no one was ever alone at sea.



   6.   

Santiago hated having a cramp because it was a treachery of his own body.





	
23

	
24

	
25


	
26

	
27

	
28
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   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



   Vocabulary   

1. c



2. a



3. d



4. c



5. b



6. b


	
   1.   

a) although

b) noon

c) juegos

d) chalk

e) burnished



   2.   

a) acrobatics

b) perceptibly

c) pilgrimage

d) mechanically

e) prolongs

f) determination


	
   1.   

Santiago wished he was the fish with all its advantages against only his will and intelligence.



   2.   

Santiago re-baited the little line to catch another fish, in case he was forced to stay out another night.



   3.   

The bettors wanted the match called a draw because it was Monday morning and they all had to go to work.



   4.   

Santiago quit armwrestling because he didn’t want to damage his arm for fishing.



   5.   

The dolphin was caught just as the skiff passed a great island of Sargasso weed.



   6.   

Santiago planned on lashing the oars over the stern to slow the marlin in the night.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



   Vocabulary   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

a) slowing

b) inch

c) wood

d) cheek

e) rose

f) ceding

g) coils

h) friction

i) black

j) salted

k) salted

l) forehead

m) dizzy



   2.   







	a) [image: ] B
	b) [image: ] D



	
c) [image: ] B
	
d) [image: ] C





	
   1.   

Santiago was awoken by his right hand hitting his face and the line burning his closed right hand.

   2.   

Santiago stepped to the back of the boat so he could feel with his feet how much extra line he had.

   3.   

Santiago was glad because it meant that the marlin couldn’t dive deep to die where he couldn’t get him back to the surface.

   4.   

Santiago wished that the line would cut off his left hand if it cramped again.

   5.   

Santiago first saw the fish on the third turn.

   6.   

Santiago couldn’t believe the fish was as big as it seemed.





	
29

	
30

	
31

	
32

	
33

	
34

















	
   1.   

Answers will vary



   2.   

Answers will vary.



   Vocabulary   

Reasons will vary.



1. c



2. a



3. d



4. a



5. c


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  D

b) [image: ]  C

c) [image: ]  B

d) [image: ]  A

e) [image: ]  D


	
   1.   

The boy, Manolin keeps Santiago alive.

   2.   

Santiago knew that a very bad time was coming because the marlin was bleeding into the water and that would bring more sharks.



   3.   

“Ay” has no meaning; it is an involuntary sound of pain.

   4.   

Santiago loosed the rope holding the sail and let the skiff drift sideways to force the shark to the surface.

   5.   

Santiago thought the marlin would have been enough to keep a man all winter.

   6.   

Santiago knew he was beaten when the blade of the knife snapped and he no longer had weapons sufficient to keep all the sharks at bay.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



   Vocabulary   

1. grind



2. tiburon

3. reflection

4. tempered



5. shouldered

6. handsome

7. shingle

8. proprietor


	
   1.   

a)  F 



b)  T 



c)  T 



d)  F 



e)  F 



f)  T 



   2.   

a)  4 



b)  5 



c)  2 



d)  3 



e)  1 



f)  6 


	
[image: ]

   1.   

No one helped Santiago; everyone was asleep.



   2.   

Santiago saw a cat going about its business.



   3.   

Santiago found a water bottle and took a drink.



   4.   

The marlin measured eighteen feet from nose to tail.



   5.   

Santiago said: “They beat me, Manolin. They truly beat me.”



   6.   

The marlin head was chopped up and used to bait fish traps.





	
35

	
36

	
37

	
38

	
39

	
40














	
[image: ]

Word Search Puzzle

[image: ]


	
   1.   

The old man is deemed to be salao, which is the worst form of unlucky.

   2.   

Perico at the bodega gave the paper to Santiago.



   3.   

Santiago saw lions on a square-rigged ship that hunted turtles off the coast of Africa when he was a young man.



   4.   

Santiago let the current do a third of the work in the morning.

   5.   

Santiago did not fish the deep wells because he had fished them for a week and had not caught anything.

   6.   

The male marlin jumped once to see its dead mate and then swam away.

   7.   

He thought that either they did not know how to read the signs in the clouds or that the land changed the clouds somehow.


	
   8.   

Santiago thought that if he had splashed water on the bow of the skiff all day, it would have dried leaving some salt behind.

   9.   

The old man didn’t rig the oars like he had intended because he needed to get some sleep and there would be too much risk of losing the marlin if he did that and then tried to sleep.

   10.   

2/3 of 1500 lbs. × 30 cents/lb. = $300

   11.   

Santiago wanted to feel the fish because he felt its heart through the harpoon when he drove it into the marlin the second time.

   12.   

The old man knew that it was over when one of the sharks came after the head of the marlin.

   13.   

The old man knew the depths of his tiredness when he had shouldered the mast and begun his climb up to his shack.

   14.   

The tourist heard the waiter use the word “tiburon”, which means “shark”.





	
44

	
45

	
46
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Discuss the themes of the novel.

The unity of the old man with all of nature: fish, stars, the sea, etc.

Heroism: Emerging unbowed from soul-wrenching adversity.

Pride: Source of strength or cause of failure? Or both?

Success measured materially versus spiritually.

Is Santiago meant to be a Christ figure, or does the symbolism point fo something else?
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Analysis: Master and Apprentice

Discuss Santfiago’s relationship with Manolin.

How is this relationship similar to that of a father and son?

How much of Manolin’s feelings for the old man are based on a kind of hero worship?

How much more is there for Santiago to teach Manolin?

Santiago and Manolin as equals.

Will the relationship between the two survive the master/apprentice phase?

Santiago knows he needs Manolin to survive. What does that mean for his pride?






OEBPS/images/alph08.png





OEBPS/images/page_053-01.jpg
Discuss the use of names and symbolism in forming a religious allegory in the story.

Crucifixion Imagery: Meaning:

Saint’s Names: Meaning:

Fish/fishing Imagery: Meaning:

Prayer & Pilgrimage: Meaning:

Poverty as a moral choice: Meaning:
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