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The Color Purple









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates some understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a considerable understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	Content

• Information and details relevant to focus


	Elements incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements are complete; details missing

	All required elements complete; key details contain some description

	All required elements are complete; enough description for clarity




	Style

• Effective word choice and originality

• Precise language


	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language




	Conventions

• Spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation


	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our literature kit is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. Our guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities that match the student’s abilities.

Our literature kit divides the novel by letters and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include social prejudices, female relationships, female voice, racism, sexism, and gender roles. The Color Purple provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion because of its vivid portrayal of the narrative and themes through the eyes and voice of its protagonist.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. (See page 6 for suggestions on using the Graphic Organizers.) The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of The Color Purple. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, small group activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT
Celie’s views and personality changes throughout the course of the novel. Her interactions with those around her as well as the female influence she surrounds herself with affects her views of the world she lives in, as well as how she acts with those around her. In small groups or individually, have the students state an event and then brainstorm how that event impacted upon Celie. A chart has been provided to assist with note-taking.
Found on Page 53.











	THEMES
After the novel has been read, a discussion of the themes should be had. The major themes are:
•   Social Prejudices.
•   Female Relationships.
•   Female Voice.
•   Racism and Sexism.
•   Gender Roles
Found on Page 54.
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	RELIGION AND CULTURE
This activity should follow a discussion of how religion influences society and culture of the American South. Students will be asked to identify an important event in the novel and state how religion affects the outcome of the event. This activity should include a discussion centered on the use of religion in the novel and how it is depicted in the society portrayed in the novel.
Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

The story is comprised of a series of letters surrounding Celie, a young girl living in the South. Celie is constantly abused by her father who impregnates her twice, immediately taking both children away, presumably killing them both. Celie is married off to a man named Mr. ________, who keeps a lounge singer as his mistress. Celie leads a life of obedience, but is soon exposed to female defiance of male dominance. Celie continues to grow close to her husband’s mistress, and the two become lovers. Celie recovers letters from her estranged sister that her husband has kept hidden from her. She learns that her sister is doing missionary work in Africa with a couple she met and befriended. She learns that this couple has adopted two children who turn out to be Celie’s. Celie gains control over her life when she moves to Tennessee to design and sew tailored pants. When she returns home, she finds a completely changed Mr. _______. Celie then moves back into the childhood home she inherits after her father dies. The story concludes with Celie reuniting with her estranged sister and lost children.

Suggestions for Further Reading
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OTHER BOOKS BY ALICE WALKER

Meridian © 1976
To Hell With Dying © 1988
The Temple of My Familiar © 1989
Finding the Green Stone © 1991
Possessing the Secret of Joy © 1992
By The Light of My Father’s Smile © 1998


OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

Julia Peterkin, Scarlet Sister Mary © 1928
 Thomas S. Stribling, The Store © 1932
Caroline Miller, Lamb in His Bosom © 1933
Margaret Mitchell, Gone With the Wind © 1937
Gloria Naylor, The Women of Brewster Place © 1983
Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale © 1985
Amy Tan, The Joy Luck Club © 1989
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List of Vocabulary



LETTERS 1 TO 9

• mammy • fussing • kine • git • kilt • sposed • notion • yourn • light • ast • gon • fine • motorcar • whirling • naw • sides • spect • kin • nary






LETTERS 10 TO 18

• tagging • hind • fretting • embroder • clam • drape • bidniss • thump • bolt • tare • impish • rump • shelling • miration • trifling • orkestra • pomade • pasture • chifferobe • hansker





LETTERS 19 TO 27

• backtalk • primping • peg • pity • fractious • shet • cautious • conclude • kerosene • epsom • toting • advising • altar • scurry • strumpet • acquainted • cackle • squeamish • dissatisfied • lavish






LETTERS 28 TO 36

• quilt • donate • scrap • drowsy • rear • gluttons • undernourish • muse • tape worm • faint • reckon • heap • clabber • rummage • troth • belch • sniffle • spiteful • grudge • seining • stout • daidie • corral • hant • sulk





LETTERS 37 TO 45

• mope • tension • sassing • slinging • scrunch • trembling • plead • yassur • convict • haggard • chariot • albinos • resemblance • plaits • fornication • gramaphone • speck • dote • deef • flustered • aplenty • ungrateful • affliction






LETTERS 46 TO 54

• licks • wellsah • haul • staggering • cushiony • preshation • shamefaced • mourner • brimming • civilize • reefer • gumming • sling • stutter • mutter • midwife • preacher • repent • postmark • sanctified • missionaries • ministered • dread





LETTERS 55 TO 63

• ashamed • guidance • savages • downtrodden • enslaved • ignorant • lavish • gored • boater • pulpit • illustrate • berths • congregation • generosity • dignity • enterprise • dredged • dialect • coddle • clerical • somber • assure • serene • vesper • luminous • droves • uppity • scandless • alight • browbeat • hallooing • drudge • conscientious






LETTERS 64 TO 72

• haunches • aptitude • exhausted • expertise • concocted • ostracism • infidelity • burden • distressing • covet • deviate • reparations • prospered • mutilated • shunned • lavished • scamp • jonquils • lynch • cockleburs • innate





LETTERS 73 TO 81

• harass • trifling • blasphemy • conked • vain • clabber • aggravate • parole • awning • geraniums • collards • pallbearer • feebleminded • cisterns • corrugated • ululation • cultivated • pious • heathens • recluse • encroachments • verbosity • grievances • antimacassar • despot • sojourn






LETTERS 82 TO 90

• architect • preen • flittish • boocoos • terrapin • soliloquy • mosey • harass • adobe • hindmost • preshate • albinos • riveted • forthright • paramount • scarification • repugnance • befell • lorry • aflying • totter










	[image: ]
	 




Alice Walker
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Alice Malsenior Walker was born on February 9, 1944 in Putnam County, Georgia. The youngest of 8 children to Willie Lee Walker and Minnie Lou Tallulah Grant, her father earned $300 a year for sharecropping and dairy farming. Her mother worked as a maid for 11 hours a day, and for $17 per week. At the age of 4, her mother enrolled Alice into the first grade. At the age of 8, Alice began writing privately. In 1952, one of her brothers accidentally shot her in the right eye with a BB gun. Unable to get to a doctor until a week later, Alice was permanently blind in that eye. In 2013, Alice admitted the act was deliberate, but agreed to protect her brother.

In 1961, Alice attended Spelman College in Atlanta on a full scholarship. Here she met Martin Luther King Jr. Later she transferred to Sarah Lawrence College near New York City, where she graduated in 1965. In her senior year at Sarah Lawrence, Alice wrote her first book of poetry. She then took a brief sabbatical from writing when she became interested in the U.S. Civil Rights Movement due to the influence of activist Howard Zinn, one of her professors at Spelman College.

In 1961, Alice attended Spelman College in Atlanta on a full scholarship. Here she met Martin Luther King Jr. Later she transferred to Sarah Lawrence College near New York City, where she graduated in 1965. In her senior year at Sarah Lawrence, Alice wrote her first book of poetry. She then took a brief sabbatical from writing when she became interested in the U.S. Civil Rights Movement due to the influence of activist Howard Zinn, one of her professors at Spelman College.

In 1965 in New York City, Alice met Melvyn Roseman Leventhal, a Jewish civil rights lawyer. On March 17, 1967, the couple was married. Later that year, Alice and her husband relocated to Jackson, Mississippi, becoming the first legally married inter-racial couple in Mississippi. In 1969, the pair had a daughter, named Rebecca. The couple was divorced in 1976. In the mid-1990s, Alice was involved in a romance with singer-songwriter Tracy Chapman.

From 1968-1969, Alice worked as a writer in residence at Jackson State College, then once more in Tougaloo College from 1970-1971. Alice resumed her writing career while working as an editor at Ms. magazine, before moving to northern California in the late 1970s. In 1970, Alice published her first novel, The Third Life of Grange Copeland. In 1976, Meridian, her second novel, was published. Then, in 1982, The Color Purple was published. In 1983, Alice won both the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, as well as the National Book Award for Fiction for The Color Purple. In 1985, the book was adapted into a critically acclaimed movie, as well as a Broadway musical in 2005. In 2001, Alice Walker was inducted into the Georgia Writers Hall of Fame.
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•   In 1984, Alice Walker and Robert L. Allen founded Wild Tree Press, a feminist publishing company in Anderson Valley, California.

•   Walker took part in the 1963 March on Washington.

•   On March 8, 2003, Alice was arrested with 26 others for crossing a police line during an anti-war rally outside the White House.
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Letters One to Nine







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	The Color Purple is written in first person point of view in the form of letters. How might this format affect the tone of the story? How might it differ from a story written in third person point of view?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	The time period and location of the story plays a big part in the plot. How might the themes of racism, sexism, and traditional gender roles appear in today’s society? Would it be similar or different? What does this show about human nature throughout the ages?
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word. Be careful - a couple are a bit tricky!












	mammy

	fussing

	notion




	git

	motorcar

	whirling




	kin

	nary

	












	 

	1.
	The child had the misguided idea to misbehave.



	 

	2.
	The helicopter rotor blades moved in a rotating motion.



	 

	3.
	The boy’s mother was very strict with him when it came to eating his vegetables.



	 

	4.
	The police officer took everyone’s statement who witnessed the automobile accident.



	 

	5.
	“Get over here,” the man yelled at the escaped dog through clenched teeth.



	 

	6.
	The young girl was finicky over her hair; every strand had to be in the right place.



	 

	7.
	There was not a sound heard in the abandoned house.



	 

	8.
	The man was into genealogy and learning all about his family.
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Letters One to Nine









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	
	a)
	Who are the letters addressed to?
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	A
	Diary



	
	[image: ]
	B
	God



	
	[image: ]
	C
	Mammy



	
	[image: ]
	D
	Nettie



	
	b)
	How old is the narrator at the beginning of the story?
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	A
	Twelve
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	B
	Eighteen



	
	[image: ]
	C
	Fourteen



	
	[image: ]
	D
	Twenty



	
	c)
	What happened to the baby girl Celie had?
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	A
	Killed in the woods.
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	B
	Raised by her mother.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	Sold to a man and wife.
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	D
	Died in childbirth.



	
	d)
	Who does Celie think is the most beautiful woman she’s ever seen?
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	A
	Miss Beasley
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	B
	Mama



	
	[image: ]
	C
	Nettie
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	D
	Shug Avery



	
	e)
	How does Nettie teach Celie to remember who discovered America?
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	A
	Neater
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	B
	Cucumbers
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	C
	Peter



	
	[image: ]
	D
	Santomareater
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Letters One to Nine

Answer each question in a complete sentence.







	1.
	Use evidence from the text that supports the claim that Celie is with child.



	 




	 




	2.
	What reasons in support of Celie does Pa give Mr. _______ for marrying her? What disadvantages does he give him about her?



	 




	 




	3.
	What evidence from the text gives the reader reason to believe that Celie is not interested in men?



	 




	 




	4.
	The language used in the story reveals a lot about the character of Celie, as well as the society in which she lives. What does the language used in the story reveal about Celie’s voice?



	 




	 




	5.
	Describe the first photograph of a person Celie has ever seen.



	 




	 




	6.
	What reasons did Pa have to deny Mr. _______’s request to marry Nettie?
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	Church plays an important role in Celie’s society. It is a re-occurring place throughout these first letters. In fact, she has chosen to address her letters to God as opposed to anyone else. Is there a specific place that plays an important role in your society? Or a place that is important specifically to you? Explain why this place holds such great importance in your life, and what is the significance of that.
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Letters Ten to Eighteen

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	At the end of Letter 9, Celie is married to Mr. _______. She is sure to cross paths with Shug Avery in her new life. What do you predict will be the result of their inevitable encounter?



	 




	 




	2.
	Celie is now married. How do you think her life will be different now? How will she adjust to married life? How will she adjust to motherhood?
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.














	 1 
	thump
	 
	scented gel for the hair or scalp
	 A 



	 2 
	pomade
	 
	being anxious about something or someone
	 B 



	 3 
	miration
	 
	a closet-like piece of furniture to hang clothing
	 C 



	 4 
	shelling
	 
	to hit someone or something
	 D 



	 5 
	trifling
	 
	to decorate something by sewing patterns on it
	 E 



	 6 
	fretting
	 
	having respect or approval for someone or something
	 F 



	 7 
	embroder
	 
	something that is not important or trivial
	 G 



	 8 
	chifferobe
	 
	to remove the shell or pod from something
	 H 



	 9 
	hansker
	 
	a piece of material for wiping one’s nose
	 I 



	10
	bidniss
	 
	something that someone is involved in
	 J 
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Letters Ten to Eighteen











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	
	T
	F
	a)
	Nettie is glad to leave Celie’s home, she only hates to leave Celie.



	
	T
	F
	b)
	Celie sees her baby boy while waiting for her husband in the wagon.



	
	T
	F
	c)
	Celie chooses a brown dress.



	
	T
	F
	d)
	Mr. _______’s sister Kate is 25 years old and looks younger than Celie.



	
	T
	F
	e)
	Mr. _______’s past wife, Annie Julia, took great care of the house.



	
	T
	F
	f)
	Celie wants to go to Shug Avery’s show only to dance and drink.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these letters.
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	a)
	Nettie runs away from home and stays with Celie.



	 
	[image: ]
	b)
	Mr. _______’s sisters come for a visit.



	 
	[image: ]
	c)
	Shug Avery comes to town for a performance.
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	d)
	Celie thinks she sees her daughter, previously thought to be dead.



	 
	[image: ]
	e)
	Harpo and Sofia get married and have a baby.



	 
	[image: ]
	f)
	Mr. _______ buys Celie the first new dress she’s ever had.
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Letters Ten to Eighteen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	At the beginning of this Section, Celie believes she has seen her daughter. What evidence does she collect to prove this?



	 




	 




	2.
	Based on Carrie and Kate, what are women supposed to do when they get married?



	 




	3.
	What evidence do Carrie and Kate provide that points to Annie Julia being a terrible wife? What evidence points to Celie being an exceptional wife?



	 




	 




	4.
	Describe the nightmares Harpo suffers from about his mother?



	 




	 




	5.
	How does Mr. _______ and Nettie’s relationship change from the moment she moves in to the moment she leaves? What does this reveal about both characters?



	 




	 




	6.
	In this Section, Celie gets a closer glimpse into Shug Avery, both from her visit, Mr. _______’s reactions, and Carrie and Kate’s impressions of her. How are Celie’s feelings for Shug growing? Provide evidence from the text to support your interpretations.
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	In response to Nettie and Kate’s encouragement for Celie to fight for herself, she says, “But I don’t know how to fight. All I know how to do is stay alive.” Later she says, “She fight, she run away. What good it do? I don’t fight, I stay where I’m told. But I’m alive.” In Celie’s eyes, staying quiet and doing what she’s told is the only way for her to survive. What advice would you give her to disprove this? Write a letter to Celie providing this advice.















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Letters Nineteen to Twenty-seven

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	In the previous section you are introduced to Sofia. How does Sofia differ from Celie? How do you think Sofia’s attitude and personality will influence Celie?



	 




	 




	 




	2.
	What are your interpretations of the female position in the world Celie is describing so far?
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.












	fractious

	cautious

	conclude




	kerosene

	epsom

	trifling




	acquainted

	spectacles

	










	1.
	The man was very __________ about entering the construction zone without a helmet.



	2.
	Only meeting a few times, the ladies were well __________ with one another.



	3.
	The campers used the __________ lamp to light their way through the dark woods.



	4.
	The ill-tempered pair of men fought like __________ children.



	5.
	The woman removed the __________ from her face in order to clean the smudges that formed on them.



	6.
	The woman added __________ salts to her bath for a more relaxing experience.



	7.
	After they __________ their business, the men will shake hands.



	8.
	The children’s mother did not want to be bothered with their __________ arguments.
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Letters Nineteen to Twenty-seven








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the Section.



	 
	a)
	I ________butter on a hot biscuit, sort of wave it about.



	 
	b)
	The minute she hear it she come marching up the path, ________a sack.



	 
	c)
	He say, “I tell her one thing, she do another. Never do what I say. Always ________.”



	 
	d)
	He talk bout a ________in short skirts, smoking cigarettes, drinking gin.



	 
	e)
	She keep ________in front of the glass, getting the children ready at the same time.














	2.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	
	T
	F
	a)
	Harpo is embarrassed for hitting Sofia.



	
	T
	F
	b)
	Shug Avery is sick from some kind of woman disease.



	
	T
	F
	c)
	Mr. ________returns after 5 days with a sick Shug Avery.



	
	T
	F
	d)
	Shug Avery has ham, grits, eggs, biscuits, and jelly for breakfast.



	
	T
	F
	e)
	Celie and Sofia are very similar women.



	
	T
	F
	f)
	Mr. ________’s first name is Albert. 
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Letters Nineteen to Twenty-seven

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Sofia says she had to fight all her life against her father, brothers, cousins and uncles. She never thought she would have to fight in her own home. Why would she believe she would never have to fight her husband?



	 




	2.
	How are Sofia and Celie different? What might Celie learn from Sofia?



	 




	 




	3.
	At the conclusion of this Section, Celie notes that while sitting between Mr. _________ and Shug Avery, she feels just right for the first time in her life. Why is this? Support your opinion with examples from the text.



	 




	 




	4.
	How did Celie manage to get Shug Avery to eat something? What effect did this have on Celie and Mr. _________ ’s relationship?



	 




	 




	5.
	Describe Celie and Shug Avery’s first meeting. Predict how this may change in the coming story.



	 




	 




	6.
	How does Harpo’s attempt to submit Sofia work out for him? Who “wins” the fight for dominance? Use evidence from the text to support your position.
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	In this Section, Harpo approaches his father and Celie for advice on how to control his new wife, Sofia. Both tell him to beat her into submission. In a journal entry, discuss the differences in gender relationships from then to now. Provide new advice for both Sofia and Harpo.















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Letters Twenty-eight to Thirty-six








	







	[image: ]



	clabber
corral
daidie
donate
drowsy
gluttons
hant
heap
muse
quilt
reckon
rummage
seining
stout
troth
undernourish






	   
	
[image: ]











	Across
	Down



	
1.  An untidy search.

6.  To give money out of charity.

8.  burdens of sin or sorrow

9.  A blanket made from stitching together pieces of fabric.

10.  A ghost, or something that haunts.

12.  A container for animals to eat or drink from.

13.  To understand.

14.  Sour milk.

	
2.  To be sleepy.

3.  To reflect in thought.

4.  A diaper.

5.  To catch fish or reptiles with a large net with sinkers and floaters on the edges.

6.  To be sleepy.

7.  Strong, fat, heavy, sturdy.

10.  A great deal.

11.  To maneuver livestock into a pen.















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Letters Twenty-eight to Thirty-six







	1.
	Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct words from the section.




Sofia right about her ___________________a                  . They all big strong healthy girls, look like ___________________b                  . They come early one morning in two ___________________c                  to pick Sofia up. She don’t have much to take, her and the children clothes, a ___________________d                  she made last winter, a looking glass and a ___________________e                  chair.

Harpo sit on the ___________________f                  acting like he don’t care. He making a net for ___________________g                  fish. He look out toward the ___________________h                  every once in a while and ___________________i                  a little tune. But it nothing compared to the way he usually whistle. His little whistle sound like it lost way down in a ___________________j                  , and the jar in the bottom of the creek.

At the last minute I decide to give Sofia the ___________________k                  . I don’t know what her sister place be like, but we been having right smart ___________________l                  weather long in now. For all I know, she and the children have to sleep on the ___________________m                  .

At the last, he hand Sofia the ___________________n                  and she sling it up side her hip, sling a sack of ___________________o                  and food over her shoulder, ___________________p                  all the little ones together, tell ’em to Say Godd-bye to Daddy. Then she ___________________q                  me best she can what with the baby and all, and she clam up on the wagon. Every sister just about got a child tween her ___________________r                  , cept the two driving the ___________________s                  , and they all quiet as they leave Sofia and Harpo yard and drive on up past the house.









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Letters Twenty-eight to Thirty-six

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Describe the jukejoint that Harpo builds after Sofia leaves. Why the sudden change in him at this point?



	 




	2.
	What does Shug hate about Mr. ________ and what does she love about him? Imagine what she hates and loves about Celie.



	 




	3.
	In this Section, Sofia is concerned about Harpo’s eating habits. Why is he constantly eating? Find evidence in the text to support your claim. How does this result in their splitting up?



	 




	 




	4.
	Sofia tells Celie “Life don’t stop just cause you leave home, Miss Celie.” Celie responds with “My life stop when I left home.” Explain what she means by this, and how it may not be true.



	 




	5.
	Describe how the songs Shug sings at the jukejoint represent the triangle beginning to form between Celie, Shug, and Mr. ________. Make note of Celie’s personal conflict with this triangle.



	 




	 




	6.
	Compare Sofia and Harpo’s relationship at the beginning of this Section to that of Sofia and Buster’s relationship at the end of this Section. Make note of the change in gender roles and how it affects a loving relationship.



	 




	 















	[image: ]

	 
	Sofia and Harpo portray role reversals of traditional gender roles in their marriage. Sofia would rather be out in the fields, and chopping wood; whereas Harpo loves to cook and clean. Describe the importance of traditional gender roles in the past and what the implications for reversing them would have been. How does this vary from gender roles of the present?















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Letters Thirty-seven to Forty-five

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	In this Section, we see African Americans and Caucasians interact. Predict what the repercussions for an African American to talk back to a Caucasian would be in this time period.



	 




	 




	2.
	In this Section, we are introduced to the lives and household of well-off Caucasians. How might these two races differ from one another during this time? How might they be similar?



	 




	 








[image: ] Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.










	1.
	The man was suffering from a terrible affliction that led him to be bed-ridden.



	
	a) advantage
	b) aid
	c) benefit
	d) hardship



	2.
	There was corn aplenty growing in the fields.



	
	a) galore
	b) shortage
	c) lacking
	d) scarce



	3.
	The woman needed to rest because she was looking haggard from fatigue.



	
	a) fresh
	b) strong
	c) exhausted
	d) healthy



	4.
	The convict was released from prison early due to good behavior.



	
	a) victim
	b) prey
	c) righteous
	d) criminal



	5.
	The boy became flustered while trying to complete his math homework.



	
	a) clear
	b) agitated
	c) organized
	d) soothed



	6.
	The mother used to dote on her children until she got herself a dog.



	
	a) neglect
	b) disregard
	c) spoil
	d) ignore














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Letters Thirty-seven to Forty-five









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	
	a)
	Celie tells Squeak that Sofia is in jail for...



	
	[image: ]
	A
	hitting the mayor.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	shoplifting.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	sassing the mayor’s wife.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	stealing from the mayor.



	
	b)
	Where is Sofia put to work in the prison?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	Kitchen



	
	[image: ]
	B
	Yard



	
	[image: ]
	C
	Laundry



	
	[image: ]
	D
	Warden’s House



	
	c)
	What surprise does Shug bring home for Christmas?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	A car.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	A husband.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	A tree.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	A gift.



	
	d)
	What is Squeak’s real name?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	Millie



	
	[image: ]
	B
	Odessa



	
	[image: ]
	C
	Annie Julia



	
	[image: ]
	D
	Mary Agnes



	
	e)
	How does Sofia manage in prison?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	Pretends to be Celie.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	Starts fights with guards.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	Starts fights with prisoners.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	Both B and C.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Letters Thirty-seven to Forty-five

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Describe the conditions of prison during this time. How does it differ from today?



	 




	 




	2.
	Describe Sofia’s views on the people she works for. Use evidence from the text.



	 




	 




	3.
	Describe the events in detail that resulted in Sofia’s incarceration. What were her motivations behind her actions?



	 




	 




	4.
	Describe the injuries suffered by Sofia after her incarceration.



	 




	 




	5.
	Sofia characterizes her work for Miss Millie as slavery, while her son characterizes it as captive. Describe the difference. Use evidence from the text to support her claim.



	 




	 




	6.
	It appears as though women can be jailed for talking back to someone important. Based on what you’ve read so far in the story, how might this differ with men? What does this reveal about gender relationships during this time?



	 




	 















	[image: ]

	 
	In this Section, we are exposed to racial interactions. Pair up with another student in your class. Have your partner pretend to be Sofia. Interview your partner, gaining insight into her world and her views on Miss Millie and her lifestyle. Then, have your partner pretend to be Miss Millie, and ask her the same questions. Swap places and do the activity again. Compare all 4 interviews with each other.















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Letters Forty-six to Fifty-four

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	In the previous Section, Shug surprises everyone when she returns with a new husband. Predict what the reaction and outcome for Celie and Mr. _______ will be.



	 




	 




	2.
	In the upcoming Section, we learn that Mr. _______ has been withholding letters from Celie. Predict who these letters may be from, and for what reason Mr. _______ would have to keep them from Celie.



	 




	 














	[image: ]

	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.












	gumming

	repent

	brimming




	sanctified

	civilize

	missionaries




	stutter

	ministered

	midwife




	dread

	
	










	1.
	The polite and well-mannered boy wished to __________ the world.



	2.
	The girl approached the terrifying house with a sense of_________.



	3.
	The marriage was _________ by the preacher during the religious ceremony.



	4.
	The man would _________ on his deathbed, absolving himself of all his sins.



	5.
	The boy had a difficult time getting his point across, as he talked with a________.



	6.
	The new mother was ________ with joy as she held her child for the first time.



	7.
	The _________ were sent to Africa to promote Christianity to the natives that resided there.



	8.
	The girls were _________ up the scissors while cutting pieces of tape.



	9.
	The _________ was called once the woman started having contractions.



	10.
	The religious group ________ the poor of this town, spreading their religious ideals.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Letters Forty-six to Fifty-four











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	
	T
	F
	a)
	They call what Shug sings “Angel’s Music”.



	
	T
	F
	b)
	Shug gives Celie a letter from Nettie on Saturday morning.



	
	T
	F
	c)
	Celie loved to brush hair before her father ruined it for her.



	
	T
	F
	d)
	Corrine and her husband Adam had two children named Olivia and Samuel.



	
	T
	F
	e)
	Shug felt differently about Mr. ________ after she learned he beat Celie.



	
	T
	F
	f)
	Shug’s real name is Lillie.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in this section.












	 
	[image: ]
	a)
	Celie tells Shug about her father’s assault on her.



	 
	[image: ]
	b)
	Celie reads the letters from Nettie that was withheld from her.



	 
	[image: ]
	c)
	Shug tells the story of how her and Grady met.



	 
	[image: ]
	d)
	Nettie is staying with a family of missionaries of the American and African Missionary Society.



	 
	[image: ]
	e)
	Nettie’s letter warns Celie to get away from Albert.



	 
	[image: ]
	f)
	Shug and Celie sleep together while their husbands are gone.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Letters Forty-six to Fifty-four

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Describe what the “one thing” Nettie wants Celie to know in her letters. How is this significant?



	 




	 




	2.
	Describe the reversal of traditional gender roles between Shug and Grady.



	 




	 




	3.
	Describe the old and new Albert as described by Shug. What do you think is the cause of this change in character?



	 




	 




	4.
	How does Celie react to Mr. ________ ’s betrayal and withholding of Nettie’s letters? What is the cause of Mr. ________ keeping the letters?



	 




	 




	5.
	Describe what sleeping with Shug felt like for Celie. Use evidence from the text.



	 




	 




	6.
	Explore the concept of love at first sight. Compare Shug and Grady’s first meeting to that of Shug and Celie.



	 




	 















	[image: ]

	 
	In this Section we learn that Shug’s real name is Lillie, and that everyone calls her Shug because she’s so sweet. Research the meaning of the word “Shug” as it applies to this description of the character. Then, choose nicknames for each of the characters in the story so far. Choose names that describe their character attributes.















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Letters Fifty-five to Sixty-three

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Predict some major events that Nettie may unveil in her letters to Celie.



	 




	 




	 




	2.
	In the previous Section, we learn why Mr. __________ withholds the letters from Celie. Why do you think Mr. __________ would keep the letters if he had no intention of ever giving them to Celie?



	 




	 














	[image: ]

	Circle the correct word that matches the meaning of the underlined word.














	1.
	The passengers slept in the berths in their cabins during the long train trip.



	
	a) chairs
	b) benches
	c) booths
	d) beds



	2.
	The emergency crew dredged the lake looking for the missing hikers.



	
	a) combed
	b) hid
	c) abandoned
	d) neglected



	3.
	The bully abused the downtrodden students on a daily basis.



	
	a) satisfied
	b) respected
	c) oppressed
	d) esteemed



	4.
	The people of the tribe were ignorant of the Western ways.



	
	a) knowledgeable
	b) uninformed
	c) familiar
	d) conversant



	5.
	The aristocratic family had an uppity conduct.



	
	a) arrogant
	b) humble
	c) modest
	d) meek



	6.
	The little girl was very conscientious about completing her chores.



	
	a) careless
	b) sloppy
	c) meticulous
	d) hasty














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Letters Fifty-five to Sixty-three

Fill in each blank with the correct words from the Section.







	a)
	“Anyway, when I don’t write to you I feel as bad as I do when I don’t ________, locked up in myself and choking on my own __________.”



	b)
	“Yes, their children, sent by “God” are your children, Celie. And they are being brought up in ____________, Christian charity and awareness of God. And now “God” has sent me to watch over them, to protect and ___________ them.”



	c)
	“Although I work for Corrine and Samuel and look after the children, I don’t feel like a ____________. I guess this is because they teach me, and I teach the children and there’s no beginning or end to teaching and learning and working—it all runs together.”



	d)
	“Something struck in me, in my soul, Celie, like a large bell, and I just __________.”



	e)
	“But never fear, Celie, Olivia has your __________ and ___________, and she is smarter than all of them, including Adam, put together.”













	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.











	coddle

	dialect

	ashamed




	somber

	pulpit

	










	a)
	“I remember one time you said your life made you feel so _________ you couldn’t even talk about it to God, you had to write it.”



	b)
	“Over the __________ there is a saying: Ethiopia Shall Stretch Forth Her Hands to God.”



	c)
	“Well, we had two weeks of study in the Olinka ___________, which the people in this region speak.”



	d)
	“The man at the Society says she is successful because she doesn’t “___________” her charges.”



	e)
	“Until you see his eyes you think he’s ___________, even mean, but he has the most thoughtful and gentle brown eyes.”














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Letters Fifty-five to Sixty-three

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Based on evidence from the text, what are the differences in teeth between Americans, the English, and Africans? What does this reveal about their hygiene and the food they eat?



	 




	2.
	“We know a roofleaf is not Jesus Christ, but in its own humble way, is it not God?” Explain this reasoning and why the white missionaries would not allow the Olinka to have their ceremony.



	 




	3.
	Why was Nettie able to accompany the missionaries to Africa? What does this reveal about women in this culture?



	 




	4.
	Describe Nettie’s hut. She states that it fits her to a T; explain how. What does this reveal about Nettie?



	 




	 




	5.
	Over the pulpit there is a saying: “Ethiopia Shall Stretch Forth Her Hands to God.” What does Nettie say the meaning of this saying is? What do you think the meaning is?



	 




	 




	6.
	Describe what women’s and men’s work is in the Olinka tribe. How does this compare to the roles of women and men that you’ve read so far in the novel?



	 




	 















	[image: ]

	 
	In this Section, Nettie tries to educate the Olinkan culture to the new roles women have in the Western world. Explore the concept of Western culture forced upon third world cultures. What are some arguments for and against trying to change these cultures? Put yourself in the Olinkan’s shoes and imagine what it would be like for an outside culture to come into yours and try to change it. How would this make you feel? Would you accept them? Why or why not?















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Letters Sixty-four to Seventy-two

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	In the previous Section, Nettie describes how westerners come to Africa and quickly get sick and die off. Predict whether you believe Nettie and her western companions will survive the rainy season in Africa.



	 




	2.
	In the upcoming Section, Celie sends her first letter to her sister. What do you predict she will say in her letter? Use evidence of Celie’s character to support your prediction.



	 




	 














	[image: ]

	Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure the meaning of each word is clear in your sentences.





Haunches

 

Aptitude

 

Ostracism

 

Reparations

 

Shunned

 

Lavished

 

Lynch

 

Cockleburs

 

Innate

 











	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Letters Sixty-four to Seventy-two







	1.
	Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the Section.




Well, it was a bright Spring day, sort of chill at first, like it be round ___________________a              , and the first thing us notice soon as we turn into the lane is how ___________________b               everything is, like even though the ground everywhere else not warmed up good, Pa’s land is warm and ready to go. Then all along the road there’s Easter lilies and ___________________c               and daffodils and all kinds of little early wildflowers. Then us notice all the ___________________d               singing they little cans off, all up and down the ___________________e              , that itself is putting out little yellow flowers smell like Virginia ___________________f              . It all so different from the rest of the ___________________g               us drive through, it make us real quiet. I know this sound funny, Nettie, but even the ___________________h               seemed to stand a little longer over our heads.









	2.
	Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:

















	a)
	How long has Nettie been in Africa?
	 
	b)
	What does Adam have a special aptitude for?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	6 months
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	figures



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	3 years
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	language



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	1 year
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	writing



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	5 years
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	history



	c)
	What does Tashi’s father die of during the last rainy season?
	 
	d)
	What color do the Onlinka women paint their faces at a funeral?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	consumption
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	black



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	malaria
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	blue



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	flu
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	white



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	African Fever
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	red



	e)
	Who does the entire territory, including the Olinka’s village now belong to?
	 
	f)
	What does Corrine die of?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Trading Company
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	African Fever



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Rubber Manufacturer
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	malaria



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Coffee Plantation
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	tuberculosis



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Diamond Miners
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	flu












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Letters Sixty-four to Seventy-two

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Describe the roles of men and women in Olikan marriages. How does this differ from the marriages of those in the novel?



	




	 




	2.
	What is the one thing about the Olinka that Nettie doesn’t like? Why do you think the Olinka would act this way?



	




	3.
	Go back to the second Before You Read question, where you predicted what would be in Celie’s first letter to Nettie. How does your prediction compare to what Celie’s letter reads?



	




	4.
	What is the result of the Olinka’s village being sold out from under them? Predict what will become of the Olinka due to this.



	




	5.
	Describe the use of clothing in society and culture as depicted in this Section. What is the result of this to the African’s way of life?



	




	 




	6.
	Retell the story of how Corrine and Samuel got Olivia and Adam. What is the significance of this story?



	




	 















	[image: ]

	 
	In this Section, the Olinka’s funeral customs are described in great detail. Research the funeral customs of at least 3 other cultures. Compare these customs to those of the Olinka as well as your own. What are the similarities and differences? Get into small groups and make a chart of all the different cultures you came up with. List the similar funeral customs in one column, and all the differences in another. What do you notice about the similarities and differences? Present your findings to the class.















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Letters Seventy-three to Eighty-one

Answer the questions in a complete sentence.







	1.
	In the previous Section, we learn of the truth behind Celie’s father and her children. We also see her reaction to discovering this truth. How would you react to something you always thought was true no longer was?



	




	 




	2.
	Imagine what it would be like to visit a country living in squalor. How would you cope with this sudden change? Now, imagine you are returning to civilization after spending many years in that country. How would you cope with this return?



	




	 














	[image: ]

	In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word that does not belong. Then, write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.














	1.
	a) irreverent
	b) atheist
	c) pious
	d) wicked



	
	 




	2.
	a) recluse
	b) outgoing
	c) adventurous
	d) extrovert



	
	 




	3.
	a) silence
	b) calm
	c) ululation
	d) hush



	
	 




	4.
	a) depart
	b) journey
	c) move
	d) sojourn



	
	 




	5.
	a) democrat
	b) despot
	c) follower
	d) liberator



	
	 















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Letters Seventy-three to Eighty-one









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	
	a)
	What is Harpo and Squeak’s daughter’s real name?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	Jolentha



	
	[image: ]
	B
	Suzie Q



	
	[image: ]
	C
	Henrietta



	
	[image: ]
	D
	Sofia



	
	b)
	How much time off her sentence did Sofia get for good behavior?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	6 weeks



	
	[image: ]
	B
	1 year



	
	[image: ]
	C
	9 months



	
	[image: ]
	D
	6 months



	
	c)
	Which best describes the pants Celie made for Jack?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	Made of cotton, washable, and loose fitting.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	Made of camel, with big pockets, and fit close to the leg.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	Made of leather, with pockets on the back, and cut short.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	Made of jersey, long, with patches of red.



	
	d)
	What two animals does Shug use to decorate her house in Memphis?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	Seahorses and snails.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	Birds and snakes.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	Turtles and elephants.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	Lions and bears.



	
	e)
	Who else, other than Celie, do Shug and Grady take to Memphis?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	Sofia



	
	[image: ]
	B
	Odessa



	
	[image: ]
	C
	Nettie



	
	[image: ]
	D
	Squeak












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Letters Seventy-three to Eighty-one

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Compare Celie and Shug’s view of God. How do they compare to traditional views of God? What does this reveal about each character?



	




	 




	2.
	Darlene teaches Celie how to talk properly. Why is this important? What does Celie’s reaction to this reveal about her character? Use evidence from the text.



	




	 




	3.
	Describe Shug’s dream home. What does this tell you about her?



	




	 




	4.
	After years of obedience, Celie finally stands up for herself against Mr. _______. Summarize the highlights of her rant. What effect does this have on the other women?



	




	 




	5.
	Celie and Shug describe the newspaper as crazy, referring to the stories that appear on the front page. Of the stories they mention, what does this reveal about human nature? How does this compare to the news of today?



	




	 




	6.
	Before departing, Celie curses Mr. _______, “Until you do right by me, everything you touch will crumble.” What is the significance of this, and how does this affect Mr. _______? Use evidence from the text to support your opinion.



	




	 















	[image: ]

	 
	In this Section, we meet Doris, a missionary Nettie and Samuel meet returning to England. Pair up with another student in your class. Have your partner pretend to be Doris. Interview your partner, gaining insight into her past and what drove her to missionary work. Then, take your turn pretending to be Doris and answer your partner’s questions. Compare both interviews with each other and the rest of the class.















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Letters Eighty-two to Ninety

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	In the previous Section, the majority of the letters written were from Celie to her sister Nettie in Africa. Predict whether you believe Nettie has received any of these letters, and what her responses to the events dictated by them will be.



	




	 




	 




	2.
	In the previous Section, we learn of Henrietta’s illness. Predict what the outcome of this illness will be. Will the remedies from Africa help? Will she get better or worse?



	




	 




	 














	[image: ]

	Choose a word from the list that means the same as the underlined word.












	preen

	flittish

	terrapin




	soliloquy

	mosey

	totter




	forthright

	repugnance

	











	 

	1.
	The directions the man had given were very straightforward.



	 

	2.
	Roman architecture is very atypical of this area.



	 

	3.
	She showed disgust towards the meal that was placed in front of her.



	 

	4.
	The man became emotional during his speech at the graduation ceremony.



	 

	5.
	The woman made sure her home appeared clean and proper for company.



	 

	6.
	The man proudly displayed his tortoise shell from his collection.



	 

	7.
	The dog will always saunter into the house after playing outside for hours.



	 

	8.
	“Don’t stagger in late after a long night out.”














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Letters Eighty-two to Ninety











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	
	T
	F
	a)
	Nettie and Celie have not spoken with each other for nearly 30 years.



	
	T
	F
	b)
	The Olinka word for “Naked” is “White”.



	
	T
	F
	c)
	Mr. _______ carved Celie a red frog.



	
	T
	F
	d)
	Celie doesn’t hate Mr. _______ because he loves Shug and he loves Nettie.



	
	T
	F
	e)
	Celie’s heart is broken because Shug leaves with Grady for Panama.



	
	T
	F
	f)
	Eleanor Jane made yam ice cream for Henrietta.
















	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in this Section.



	 
	[image: ]
	a)
	Celie and Nettie’s “Pa” dies, leaving them the house.



	 
	[image: ]
	b)
	Shug and Germaine stay with one of her children in Tucson, Arizona.



	 
	[image: ]
	c)
	Grady runs a reefer plantation in Panama.



	 
	[image: ]
	d)
	Celie hires Sofia to clerk the new store.



	 
	[image: ]
	e)
	Adam returns to the Olinka compound with Tashi.



	 
	[image: ]
	f)
	Nettie’s ship is sunk returning to America.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Letters Eighty-two to Ninety

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Mr. _______ tells Celie that they are still man and wife. She responds by saying they never were. Explore this reasoning by comparing Celie’s point of view of marriage with Mr. _______ ’s.



	




	2.
	Describe what Celie does to clear out all of the evil in her new home. Describe the significance behind these kinds of superstitious actions in this society.



	




	3.
	Mr. _______ sees Shug’s qualities as manly, whereas Celie sees them as feminine. Describe Shug’s qualities and whether you believe they are manly or feminine. Use evidence from the text to support your opinion.



	




	4.
	What is Mr. _______ ’s revelation? What is the significance of this? How did he come to this revelation?



	




	 




	5.
	Describe the unpleasant interaction between Sofia and Eleanor Jane regarding her son. Put yourself in the shoes of both women. Where is their animosity coming from?



	




	 




	6.
	Describe how Africans and Americans differ in terms of clothing and gender roles. How are they similar in terms of prejudices?



	




	 















	[image: ]

	 
	The final letter written by Celie describes her reunion with her presumably dead sister, Nettie. Following the final letter from Nettie, up until her return home, construct a storyline surrounding the events that take place between these times. Be sure to describe how she survived the sinking of the ship returning from Africa.















	 
	[image: ]




Letters 37 to 45

A Police Report

Imagine that you are a police officer charged with investigating the events that took place between Sofia and the Mayor. Write a police report following these events. Finally, explore the prejudices that would have played a part in acquiring all of the facts during this time. Be sure to include the following:

•   interviews with those involved, friends and family

•   interviews with those who knew the suspects

•   details surrounding the events of that day

•   background information leading up to the events
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Letters 46 to 54

Timeline

From what you learn in Section 6, create a timeline of Shug and Albert’s history together. For each key event, explore what both Shug and Albert were feeling at the time and what drives their decisions. Then, explain how culture and society at the time influenced the outcome of each event. Be sure to include the following:

•   When Shug and Albert fell in love.

•   The 3 children they have together.

•   When her mother kicks Shug out of her home.

•   When Albert marries Annie Julia.

•   When Harpo and the other children are born.

•   Annie Julia’s affair with another man.









	[image: ]
	 




Letters 73 to 81

A Southern Menu

In Section 9, Shug makes a large meal for her and her housemates, consisting of the following:

Ham and Greens

Chicken and Cornbread

Chitlins and Black Eyed Peas and Souse

Pickled Okra and Watermelon Rind

Caramel Cake and Blackberry Pie

Sweet Wine and Beer

Create a menu for a restaurant that will open in the South during this time. Research traditional Southern cuisine and create a full menu consisting of appetizers, side dishes, main courses, desserts, wand drinks. Then, design your menu similar to menus of the time.

 







	[image: ]
	 




Letters 73 to 81

African Traditions

In Section 9, we are introduced to the Olinkan facial scarification ceremony and the rite of female initiation. Based on what you’ve read in the novel, describe what these two ceremonies entail and why they would be considered a rite of passage for an African tribe.

Then, do some research into other African traditions. Find some similarities to traditions you practice in your own society. Find some major differences as well. Explore the reasoning behind these traditions and why some may be similar or different to your own.

Finally, put yourself in their shoes and evaluate some of your own traditions. Explore what another culture may find strange about your traditions and why. Compare your findings with a partner or the class.









	 
	[image: ]




Letters 82 to 90

Sea Shells by the Sea Shore

One of Mr. _______ ’s new hobbies is to collect shells. He has already collected Terrapin, snail, and shells from the sea. He also describes a big, heavy and speckled shell that makes a loud sea sound when you put your ear to it.

Do some investigation on this shell and identify it. From where would this shell be found? What significance might this shell have to a collector? Do some more research into shells. Find at least 2 more that could fit this description. Then, find evidence to support your choice and present it to a group.

 







	 
	[image: ]




Letters 10 to 90

All in a Color

The title of a novel has great significance to its content. Investigate the significance of the color Purple as it is used in history; then, investigate the significance of this color as it appears in this novel. Use evidence from the text to support your opinion. Finally, explore the significance of the title. Why would the author choose to name the novel “The Color Purple”?

Do some research into meanings of different colors. Would another color be more appropriately connected to the content of this novel? Explain your reasoning. Brainstorm other possible title options and explain why each would be appropriate for the story.
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Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are written backwards.









	aptitude

	git

	pomade

	seining




	blasphemy

	ignorant

	preen

	toting




	cackle

	impish

	pulpit

	troth




	chifferobe

	midwife

	reparations

	ululation




	convict

	muse

	repent

	whirling




	deef

	ostracism

	repugnance

	yourn




	downtrodden

	parole

	sanctified

	




	fractious

	plaits

	scarification
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	Comprehension Quiz

	[image: ]



	Answer each question in a complete sentence.











	1.
	What is the nightmare that Harpo has of his mother?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	2.
	What is Mr. _______ views on wives and how to control them?
	[image: ]



	 




	3.
	Why is Sofia arrested? What is ironic about her sentencing?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	 




	4.
	What injuries does Sofia sustain while spending time in jail?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	5.
	What revelations are revealed when Celie finds her sister’s letters?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	6.
	What is Shug’s real name? Why do people call her Shug?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	7.
	Describe what the old Albert was like and what the new Albert is like according to Shug.
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	SUBTOTAL:
	/19
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	Comprehension Quiz

	 











	8.
	What does Nettie’s first letter recount?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	9.
	In one of Nettie’s letters, she recounts an encounter with Sofia and the Mayor’s wife. What are Nettie’s impressions of the Mayor’s wife and Sofia?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	10.
	Describe the major ethnic differences Nettie discovers in New York City.
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	11.
	Describe a typical day for Nettie while residing in the Olinka tribe.
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	 




	 




	12.
	What are the Olinka’s views on American women? What don’t they understand?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	13.
	How does Nettie celebrate Christmas with the Olinka tribe?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	14.
	When Celie asks what God has done for her, what is Shug’s reply? What is Celie’s reply?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	SUBTOTAL:
	/20















	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 

1. notion

2. whirling

3. mammy

4. motorcar

5. git

6. fussing

7. nary

8. kin


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  B

b) [image: ]  C

c) [image: ]  A

d) [image: ]  D

e) [image: ]  B


	
   1.   

“My stomach start moving.” “I got breasts full of milk running down myself.” “I don’t bleed no more.” The first time she gets “big”, her father takes her out of school; all she notices is that she is sick and fat all the time.



   2.   

She comes with linen, a cow, is clean, and a hard-worker. She is ugly, a bad influence on other girls, not smart, and tells lies.



   3.   

Her father beats her for winking at a boy in church. She disputes this saying she is not interested in men. Instead, she looks at women because she is not scared of them. She becomes infatuated by the photograph of Shug Avery, and imagines her during sex with Mr. _______.



   4.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Celie is not welleducated at the age of fourteen, which reflects the lack of importance education has on the female gender. The language reveals a simple yet powerful voice.



   5.   

The photograph is of Shug Avery and shows her in furs, her face in rouge, her hair like something’s tail, and her foot up on someone’s motorcar. She also has sad eyes.



   6.   

Nettie is too young, has no experience, Mr._______ has too many children, there’s that scandal with his wife’s murder, and Shug Avery.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 

1. D



2. A



3. F



4. H



5. G



6. B



7. E



8. C



9. I



10. J


	
   1.   

a)  T 



b)  F 

c)  F 

d)  T 

e)  F 

f)  F 



   2.   

a)  2 



b)  3 

c)  5 

d)  1 

e)  6 

f)  4 


	
[image: ]

   1.   

She looks just like Celie and her father; she has Celie’s eyes; named her Olivia; taken away when she was 2 months old, now she’s 6 years old; birthdays are close together.

   2.   

Married women are supposed to keep a decent house and a clean family.

   3.   

Annie Julia: At wintertime, the children would be sick, their hair not combed, and she wouldn’t cook. Celie: A good housekeeper, good with the children, and a good cook.

   4.   

Harpo and his mother are running across the pasture trying to get home. Her boyfriend is chasing after them. He catches up, shoots her in the stomach and runs off. His mother dies in Harpo’s arms.

   5.   

Mr. _______ compliments Nettie. At first, Nettie smiles in response, then starts to frown, then finally she doesn’t react at all. She begins to pass all the compliments off on Celie. Soon after, Mr. _______ tells Celie that Nettie has overstayed her welcome. Answers will vary.



   6.   

Answers will vary.





	11

	12

	13

	14

	15

	16
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   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 

1. cautious



2. acquainted

3. kerosene

4. fractious



5. spectacles

6. epsom

7. conclude

8. trifling


	
   1.   

a) lavish



b) toting



c) backtalk



d) strumpet



e) primping

   2.   

a)  F 



b)  T 



c)  T 



d)  F 



e)  F 



f)  T 


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Unlike Celie, Sofia will continue to talk when Harpo or Mr. _______ come into the room. If asked where something is, she will respond with “I don’t know.” Answers will vary, but may include: How to fight.

   3.   

Answers will vary.



   4.   

She ate cured ham in front of her. Nobody living can stand the smell of home cured ham without tasting it. This caused Mr. _______ to laugh and become relieved.



   5.   

Celie’s heart is racing; she is unable to move until she sees Shug Avery’s eyes; Celie notes that Shug Avery’s eyes are mean. Shug laughs at Celie and says she is ugly. Answers will vary.

   6.   

Harpo and Sofia seem to fight equally, both acquiring cuts and bruises. Sofia wins the “fight” by not submitting. After the fight, Sofia, Harpo and the children are seen leaving to visit her sister, inferring that she won dominance.


	


 Vocabulary 

Across



1. rummage

6. donate

8. gluttons

9. quilt

10. hant

12. troth

13. reckon

14. clabber



Down



2. undernourish

3. muse

4. daidie

5. seining

6. drowsy

7. stout

10. heap

11. corral


	
   1.   

a) sisters

b) amazons

c) wagons



d) mattress



e) rocking



f) steps

g) seining

h) creek

i) whistle



j) jar



k) quilt



l) cold



m) floor



n) baby



o) daidies

p) corral

q) hug



r) knees



s) mules


	
   1.   

Cold drinks, barbecue, chitlins, store bought bread, a sign saying “Harpo’s” tacked up on the side of the house and on the road. Answers will vary.

   2.   

Mr. _______ is weak, can’t make up his mind what he wants, he’s a bully. He smells right to her, he’s little, he makes her laugh. Answers will vary.

   3.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Harpo eats so he can become bigger and physically dominate Sofia. “He trying to git as big as you, I say.” His constant struggle to control her has caused her to fall out of love with him.

   4.   

Answers will vary, but may include: She would have never met Shug had she not married Mr. _______.

   5.   

First Shug sings a song called “A Good Man is Hard to Find” while looking at Mr. _______ while she sings it. Next she sings a song called “Miss Celie’s Song”. Answers will vary.

   6.   

Answers will vary.





	17

	18

	19

	20

                          
	21

	22

















	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 

1. d)

2. a)

3. c)

4. d)

5. b)

6. c)


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  C



b) [image: ]  C



c) [image: ]  B



d) [image: ]  D



e) [image: ]  A





	
   1.   

If you complain, they strip you, and make you sleep on a cement floor without a light. Due to human rights issues, the conditions in prison have improved.

   2.   

Answers will vary.



   3.   

First, the Mayor’s wife asks Sofia if she wants to be her maid. Sofia responds with “Hell no.” the Mayor then slaps her, which resulted in Sofia knocking him down. Answers will vary.

   4.   

Sofia had a cracked skull, cracked ribs, her nose torn loose on one side, blind in one eye, swollen from head to foot, tongue the size of Celie’s arm, can’t talk, and bruised all over.

   5.   

Answers will vary.



   6.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 

1. civilize

2. dread

3. sanctified

4. repent

5. stutter

6. brimming

7. missionaries



8. gumming

9. midwife

10. ministered


	
   1.   

a)  F 



b)  T 



c)  F 



d)  F 



e)  T 



f)  T 



   2.   



a) 3



b) 4



c) 1



d) 6



e) 5



f) 2


	
[image: ]

   1.   

“I love you, and I am not dead. And Olivia is fine and so is your son. We are all coming home before the end of another year.” Answers will vary.



   2.   

Shug makes a lot of money and Grady spends it like it’s his. Shug also buys Grady anything he wants.



   3.   

The old Albert loved to dance, laugh, and was funny. The new Albert beats his wife and hides her letters. Answers will vary.



   4.   

Celie’s reaction is she gets physically ill. The cause of Mr. _______ withholding the letters from Celie is because of Nettie’s physical rejection of him when she left their house.



   5.   

Feels like sleeping with her mama, only she can’t remember sleeping with her. Feels like sleeping with Nettie, only it never felt this good. It’s warm and cushiony and feels like heaven.



   6.   

Shug and Grady fell in love at first sight when he fixed her car after she killed the engine. When Shug and Celie first met, Shug thought Celie was ugly. Their love grew together over a long period of time.





	23

	24

	25

	26

	27

	28
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   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 

1. d



2. a



3. c



4. b



5. a



6. c


	
   1.   

a) pray; heart



b) love; cherish



c) maid



d) vibrated

e) stubbornness; clearsightedness



   2.   

a) ashamed



b) pulpit



c) dialect



d) coddle



e) somber


	
   1.   

Nettie has rotten back teeth and a toothache. The English have crooked and blackish teeth with decay. Africans have horse teeth that are fully formed, straight, strong, clean, and white. Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



   3.   

One of the missionaries that was supposed to go suddenly married a man who was afraid to let her go and refused to go to accompany her. Answers will vary, but may include: Men have control over women’s lives and their decisions.



   4.   

Answers will vary.



   5.   

Ethiopia is Africa; all of the Ethiopians in the bible were colored; this is perfectly clear if you pay attention only to the words and not the pictures. Answers will vary.



   6.   

Women’s work is to pick and dry the leaves, and overlap them to make the roofs rainproof. Men’s work is to drive stakes from the hut, build walls with mud and rocks from the streams. The Olinka do not believe girls should be educated.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

a) Easter

b) green



c) jonquils

d) birds



e) hedge

f) creeper

g) country

h) sun



   2.   

a) [image: ] D

b) [image: ] A



c) [image: ] B

d) [image: ] C



e) [image: ] B

f) [image: ] A


	
   1.   

One husband has many wives. The wives work and have the children. The wives indulge their husbands and praise the smallest accomplishments. The husbands have life and death power over their wives.
Answers will vary.

   2.   

No one in the village wants to hear about slavery; however, they acknowledge no responsibility whatsoever. Answers will vary, but may include: They are ashamed or in denial.

   3.   

Answers will vary.

   4.   

The Olinka must now pay rent for their village. In order to use the water, they must pay a water tax. Answers will vary, but may include: The Olinka will have to relocate, or will die off.

   5.   

The Africans started out wearing not much. They were introduced to the Mother Hubbard dress by the English. The result was the dress would drag in the fire and burn. The new clothing introduced to the Africans are not practical for their way of life.

   6.   

Celie’s real father is killed. Her mother remarries a man and gives birth to Olivia and Adam. The man gives both children to Samuel because Celie’s mother is too sick to care for them. We learn that Celie’s father isn’t her biological father.





	29

	30

	31

	32

	33

	34

















	
   1.   

Answers will vary



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 

Reasons will vary.

1. c)



2. a)



3. c)



4. d)



5. b)


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  A

b) [image: ]  D



c) [image: ]  B



d) [image: ]  C



e) [image: ]  D


	
   1.   

Celie describes God as big, old, tall, gray bearded, and white. He wears white robes and is barefooted. He has big, cool bluish-gray eyes with white lashes. Shug sees God not as a person, but as an It. God doesn’t look like anything, but is everything.
Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Appearances are important; if you don’t speak well, people will think you’re dumb. “Think how much better Shug feel with you educated. She won’t be shame to take you anywhere.”

   3.   

A big, round pink house that looks like some kind of fruit. Lots of windows, doors and trees around it, and made of mud. Answers will vary, but may include: Shug lives outside of the box. She feels funny living inside of a square.

   4.   

Answers will vary. Squeak asserts herself against Harpo, saying her name is Mary Agnes.

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

Answers will vary. Mr. _______’s reaction after Celie left suggests her curse came true: “Eyes clamp on different pieces of furniture, see if they move in his direction.”


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 

1. forthright

2. flittish

3. repugnance



4. soliloquy



5. preen



6. terrapin

7. mosey



8. totter


	
   1.   

a)  T 



b)  T 

c)  F 

d)  F 



e)  F 

f)  T 



   2.   

a)  1 



b)  4 



c)  2 



d)  6 



e)  5 



f)  3 


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Celie lights cedar sticks and smokes the entire house in order to chase out all the evil and make a place for good. Answers will vary.



   3.   

Shug is upright, honest, and speaks her mind. Answers will vary.



   4.   

The small questions don’t matter, only the big ones. If you wonder and ask about the big things, then you’ll learn about the little things. Answers will vary, but may include: Mr._______ is becoming openminded and less prejudice; he sees the world differently.
Answers will vary.



   5.   

Answers will vary.



   6.   

In America, men and women are not supposed to wear the same thing; men are to wear the pants. In Africa, men and woman wear what feels comfortable, and both appreciate a nice robe. The majority ethnicity in both America and Africa are prejudice against the minority: Africans want everybody to be alike; they throw out the white Olinka people for how they look.





	35

	36

	37

	38

	39

	40
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Word Search Puzzle

[image: ]


	
   1.   

His mother is running across the pasture with Harpo, trying to get home. Her boyfriend catches her and shoots her in the stomach. She falls down and dies in Harpo’s arms.

   2.   

Mr. _______ believes wives are like children and you have to let them know who has the upper hand. Nothing can do that better than a good beating.



   3.   

The Mayor’s wife asks Sofia if she wants to be her maid. Sofia responds with “Hell no.” The mayor then slaps her, resulting in her assault on him. Her sentencing is ironic because she is eventually sentenced to serve as the Mayor’s maid.



   4.   

A cracked skull, cracked ribs, torn nose on one side, blind in one eye, and swollen from head to foot.

   5.   

Nettie is in fact alive, and so are her children.

   6.   

Shug’s real name is Lillie. People call her Shug because she is so sweet. Shug is an abbreviation of the word Sugar.

   7.   

The old Albert loved to dance, laugh, and was funny. The new Albert beats his wife and hides her letters.


	
   8.   

Mr. _______ follows Nettie down the road, assaults her, and she fights him off. Nettie then makes her way to town to the Reverend’s house.

   9.   

The Mayor’s wife: she looks like a wet cat. Sofia: looked like the very last person in the world you’d expect to see waiting on anyone.

   10.   

The colored own a whole section of New York called Harlem. They’re also in more fancy cars and homes than any white person back home.

   11.   

Up at 5 for a light breakfast then morning classes. Where she teaches the children. Break for lunch and household duties at eleven. At 4 she teaches the older children, then the adults at night.

   12.   

The Olinka pity women such as Nettie who are cast out into a world unknown to them. They don’t understand that it was her choice to go to Africa.

   13.   

They celebrate with prayer and song, and a large picnic of watermelon, fresh fruit punch and barbecue.

   14.   

Shug: “He gave you life, good health, and a good woman that love you to deaths.” Celie: “and he give me a lynched daddy, a crazy mama, a lowdown dog of a step pa and a sister I probably won’t ever see again.”





	44

	45

	46
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She starts off as a quiet, meek, terrified girl and grows info a strong-willed,
confident woman. Describe some of the major events and instances
that cause her o change, and how they made her change. In the first
column, write Celie’s initial thoughts and actions. In the second column,
write the event that took place to alter her. In the third column, write her
new thoughts and actions
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The Color PURPLE

By Alice Walker

he Color Purple is the Pulitzer Prize-
T winning story about female African-
Americans in 1930s southern United
States. The story follows Celie, a young girl who
begins writing letters to God after her father’s abuse.
She is forced into a marriage with Mr. Johnson
after her father impregnates her twice, presumably
killing both children. Celie continues living a life of
obedience when she is exposed to Sofia’s defiance
of Mr. Johnson and his son’s attempts to submit
her. This results in Sofia moving out and taking her
children with her. Meanwhile, Celie grows close to
her husband’s ill mistress, becoming confused over
her feelings for the woman. The story progresses
with Celie learning the truth about herself and her
troubled past. The Color Purple is a classic of modern
American literature.
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In the novel, The Color Purple, religion plays a recurring and pivotal
role in the society and culture of the American South. Complete
the chart below highlighting how religion has directly affected
outcomes of important events in the novel. In the first column,
identify the major event. In the second column, describe how
religion influences the people living in American culture regarding
this event. In the third column, identify the outcome religion plays on
the major event.

EVENT: RELIGIOUS INFLUENCE: OUTCOME:





