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The Outsiders









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates some understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a considerable understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	Content

• Information and details relevant to focus

	Elements incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements are complete; details missing

	All required elements complete; key details contain some description

	All required elements are complete; enough description for clarity




	Style
• Effective word choice and originality

• Precise language


	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language




	Conventions

• Spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention














	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our literature kit is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. Our guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities that match the student’s abilities.

Our literature kit divides the novel by chapters and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include social prejudices, family relationships, honor, courage, identity, and social conventions. The Outsiders provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion because of its vivid portrayal of the social conventions of the time presented in the novel.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns—just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of The Outsiders. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT
Ponyboy’s views on the world around him as well as social conventions changes throughout the course of the novel. His interactions with those around him as well as his experiences tests his current beliefs and molds his personality. In small groups or individually, have the students state an event and then brainstorm how that event impacted upon Ponyboy. A chart has been provided to assist with note-taking.
Found on Page 53.











	
THEMES
After the novel has been read, a discussion of the themes should be had. The major themes are:

•  Family Relationships.

•  Social Conventions.

•  Identity.

•  Social Prejudices.

•  Honor, Courage and Gallantry.

Found on Page 54.
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	THE USE OF LANGUAGE IN THE OUTSIDERS
This activity should follow a discussion of the use of language in the novel, particularly how it is displayed through Ponyboy’s voice. This activity should be a discussion centered on the use of improper grammar as well as the use of slang words and their meaning.
Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

The Socs and the Greasers have it in for one another; but one night the Socs take things too far, forcing Ponyboy and Johnny to flee for their lives. The pair of Greasers get ‘jumped’ one night by a group of vicious Socs, resulting in one of their deaths. Running from the cops, Ponyboy and Johnny hide out in an abandoned church until the building goes up in flames with small children trapped inside. Risking everything, the boys rush in to help, resulting in their return home. The story reaches its climax as the Socs and the Greasers come together in one final rumble.








	Suggestions for Further Reading
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	OTHER BOOKS BY S.E. HINTON

That Was Then, This Is Now © 1971
Rumble Fish © 1975
Tex © 1979
Taming the Star Runner © 1988
Hawkes Harbor © 2004
Some of Tim’s Stories © 2007
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OTHER RECOMMENDED
RESOURCES

John Steinbeck, Of Mice and Men © 1937

J.D. Salinger, The Catcher in the Rye © 1951

William Golding, Lord of the Flies © 1954

John Knowles, A Separate Peace © 1959

Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird © 1960

Paul Zindel, The Pigman © 1968

Walter Dean Myers, Monster ©  1999
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List of Vocabulary



CHAPTER 1

• lone • jumped • cussed • mugged • suffocate • slugged • hauling • smarting • loping • bawl • quivering • cocked • heaved • smarting • unfathomable • rumble • whipping • gingerly • sagely • tough • tuff • hollered • rolled • swipes • savvy







CHAPTER 2

• trap • fumed • biting • slyly • roguishly • briskly • ligament • winced • incredulous • scowled • flattened • belted • stalked • nonchalantly • lousy • scatterbrained • incidentally • stricken • clobbered • skidding • halt • vaguely • reform • broad • crocked







CHAPTER 3

• gallantly • ornery • grimly • elite • steady • trembling • muttered • mouthy • urged • burst • dumfounded • bleak • cunning • hoodlum • resignedly • reeling • slouched • flicked • switch • soused • reckon • pleaded







CHAPTER 4

• a’woofin’ • staggering • smoldering • unceasingly • quavered • twitching • heaved • dandy • lanky • apprehensive • clad • towheaded • contemptuously • ruefully • stammered • pneumonia • larks • reddening • absently • bewildering • hermits • dully • corn-poney • sermon • premonition







CHAPTER 5

• spite • fuzz • sprawled • sourly • imploringly • tufts • scareder • blasted • pansy • sullenly • wisecrackin’ • clenched • blurted • plantations • eluded • stiffly • fiend • siege • vital • indignant • goshamighty • wolfishly • turf • wistfully • drawled • gills • gorged







CHAPTER 6

• testify • surveyed • tipped • jolt • doggedly • conviction • blazing • beefed • tangle • Yankee dime • jerked • clubbed • keeled • plasma • billfold • hysterics • racking







CHAPTER 7

• stitches • mimicking • crippled • stony-faced • hacked • griped • tamed • manslaughter • daze • cocksure • ironed • absentmindedly • stomp • dough • assured • aghast • rep • exploits • yelped • jazz







CHAPTER 8

• critical • numbly • faltered • abruptly • resemblance • divert • suspicion • worriedly • reluctantly • scarce







CHAPTERS 9 TO 10

• piped • miniature • grimacing • cooler • wearily • mock • screeching • underprivileged • delinquent • privileged • awed • strode • stifled • leery • bopper • contempt • swiftly • felled • escort • raving • whirling • contracted • stupor • thumps • bluff • blobs • dawning • hazy • concussion • delirious • groaned







CHAPTERS 11 TO 12

• sophomore • reckless • idolized • solidly • guardian • flinching • acquitted • lousing • compositions • flunking • consideration • circumstances • roundabout • corny • bolted • veered • welled
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S.E. Hinton
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S.E. Hinton was born as Susan Eloise Hinton on July 22, 1948 in Tulsa, Oklahoma. She loved to read anything, including cereal boxes and coffee labels. The first book she ever checked out of the library was Peanuts the Pony. Her career as an author started while she was a student at Will Rogers High School in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Not satisfied with the representation of literature written for young adults, Hinton began to write her own novels like The Outsiders.

While still in high school, Hinton began writing the story for The Outsiders after a friend was beaten up walking home from school for being a greaser. On graduation day, she received the contract for her novel from the publisher. In 1967, while in her freshman year at the University of Tulsa, The Outsiders was published by Viking.

That was Then, This is Now followed in 1971 after a three-year writer’s block. Her next novel, Rumble Fish, was published in 1975. Followed by Tex in 1979. In 1983, The Outsiders received the Hollywood treatment when it was made into a film by director Francis Ford Coppola, and starring Patrick Swayze, Matt Dillon, Rob Lowe, Emilio Estevez, Diane Lane, Tom Cruise, among others. In 1988, Hinton received the first annual Margaret A. Edwards Award. That same year, Taming The Star Runner was released. This was her first book that was not written in the first person.

In 1995, Hinton wrote a story for young children called Big David, Little David. In 1998, Hinton was inducted into the Oklahoma Writers Hall of Fame at the Oklahoma Center for Poets and Writers of Oklahoma State University. A very private person, Hinton resides in Oklahoma with her husband and son, writing and horse-back riding.
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•   Uses her initials because her publisher was afraid that the reviewers wouldn’t think a girl could write a story like The Outsiders. Later on, the initials stuck as a form of privacy.

•   Reading taught her about sentence structure, paragraphing, how to build a chapter, but not spelling.

•   Her stories The Outsiders, Rumble Fish, Tex, and That Was Then, This Is Now have all been made into movies, of which Hinton appeared in cameo roles for the first three.
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Chapter One







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	The Outsiders is a story about prejudice and social conventions. Does this exist in your community? Why would these two themes play a part in any community?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	The time period and location of the story plays a big part in the plot. How might the themes of prejudice and social conventions appear in today’s society? Would it be similar or different? What does this show about human nature throughout the ages?
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word.
Be careful - a couple are a bit tricky!













	lone
	jumped
	hauling
	loping



	quivering
	heaved
	unfathomable
	sagely













	 
	1.
	The number of stars in the sky is immeasurable.



	 
	2.
	The gang attacked the unsuspecting boy.



	 
	3.
	The dog was trembling due to the thunderstorm.



	 
	4.
	The truck was carrying a heavy load.



	 
	5.
	The horse was running in the field.



	 
	6.
	The boy went to the theater solo.



	 
	7.
	The girl wisely decided to avoid the dark alley.



	 
	8.
	The crane lifted the metal beam twelve stories high.
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Chapter One









	1.
	1. Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	What do Greasers call the Socials?
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	A
	Socies
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	B
	Socials
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	C
	Townies
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	D
	Socs



	 
	b)
	How did the narrator’s parents die?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	In an auto wreak.
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	B
	During a robbery.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Jumped by Socs.
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	D
	In a gang shooting.



	 
	c)
	How far from home was the narrator when he noticed the red Corvair?
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	A
	Two miles from home.
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	B
	One block from home.
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	C
	Two blocks from home.
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	D
	On his front lawn.



	 
	d)
	Who once held off four guys with a busted pop bottle?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Johnny



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Steve



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Two-Bit



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Dally



	 
	e)
	What is Two-Bit’s real name?
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	A
	Darrel



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Steve



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Andrew
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	D
	Keith
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Chapter One







	Answer each question in a complete sentence.



	1.
	Darry praises Ponyboy for his school smarts, but chastises him for his lack of street smarts. Use evidence from the text to support this claim.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What’s the difference between “tough” and “tuff”?



	 
	 



	3.
	Ponyboy compares violence in New York with that of his own town. How do the two differ?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Ponyboy mentions that his brother Sodapop gets “drunk on just plain living.” What does Ponyboy mean, and why is this strange for a Greaser?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What is Two-Bit famous for?



	 
	 



	6.
	Ponyboy compares the character of Pip from Great Expectations to his group of friends. Using evidence from the text, how is this character similar? Is there any literary character that you identify with? How?
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	The story is written using first person narration through Ponyboy’s point of view. How does this affect the tone of the story? Take a passage from the first chapter and re-write it using a different point of view, such as that of a Soc or of an unknown third person. How would the tone change?
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Chapter Two







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	In the previous Chapter you were introduced to Ponyboy’s world as a Greaser. How does his portrayal compare to your original impression of Greasers or Hoods? What are your initial thoughts on the Socials at this time?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	In the upcoming Chapter, we learn more about social segregation. Do you think this separation helps minimize the conflict or increase it? Explain your reasoning.
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.













	 1 
	fumed
	 
	Grimace out of pain or distress
	 A 



	 2 
	slyly
	 
	Lacking definite shape, form, or character; indistinct
	 B 



	 3 
	roguishly
	 
	Craftily; in an artful manner
	 C 



	 4 
	ligament
	 
	A composed and unconcerned manner
	 D 



	 5 
	winced
	 
	Unwilling or unable to believe something
	 E 



	 6 
	incredulous
	 
	Make changes in order to improve
	 F 



	 7 
	nonchalantly
	 
	Emit smoke
	 G 



	 8 
	incidentally
	 
	Deceitful; unprincipled
	 H 



	 9 
	vaguely
	 
	A remark unconnected to the current subject; by the way
	 I 



	 10 
	reform
	 
	Tissue that connects bones, cartilages, or joints
	 J 
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Chapter Two











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.




	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Johnny was waiting for Ponyboy and Dally under the street light at the corner of Pickett and Sutton.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	The Socs who beat up Johnny were driving a blue Mustang.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Cherry thinks Johnny and Ponyboy both look fourteen.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Sodapop’s dad made him quit the rodeo because of a torn ligament.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	The Socs go to The Way Out and Rusty’s drive-ins.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Cherry’s real name is Marcia.














	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in this chapter.



	 
	 
	a)
	Two-Bit scares Ponyboy and Johnny.



	 
	 
	b)
	Dally, Johnny and Ponyboy go to the drive-in.



	 
	 
	c)
	Ponyboy and Johnny sit with Cherry and Marcia.



	 
	 
	d)
	Cherry and Ponyboy get some popcorn.



	 
	 
	e)
	Dally harasses Cherry and Marcia.



	 
	 
	f)
	Cherry throws her Coke in Dally’s face.
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Chapter Two







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	In this Chapter, Ponyboy is aware of the social differences between the Greasers and the Socs. Describe how this differs with Cherry.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Ponyboy’s description of the assault on Johnny seems unwarranted. Johnny was alone and doing nothing to provoke the Socs, save for being a Greaser. Why do you think the group of Socs would attack Johnny with such extreme violence?



	 
	 



	3.
	When the group finds Johnny beaten half to death, Ponyboy states: “Dally had seen people killed on the streets of New York’s West Side. Why did he look sick now?” Why do you think seeing Johnny this way caused this reaction out of Dally?



	 
	 



	4.
	What was Ponyboy’s view of “dropouts”? Why was he ashamed of this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	How do the Greasers and Socs fight differently?



	 
	 



	6.
	While talking, Cherry and Ponyboy discuss the similarities between the two social groups. What are they?
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	In this Chapter, Ponyboy and Cherry Valance learn that there are more similarities between the Greasers and Socs than they realized. They may have never come to this realization, had they not spent time together talking. Think of a time when your assumptions were disproved. Write about your experience in a journal entry.
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Chapter Three







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	In the previous Chapter, Ponyboy and Cherry get acquainted. What do you predict the backlash of these two interacting will be?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	In the previous Chapter, Cherry mentions that Socs have their own troubles. Ponyboy has a hard time imagining what these troubles might be. What kind of troubles do you think the Socs would have? How are these different from the Greasers’? How are they the same?
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.













	gallantly
	ornery
	elite
	dumfounded



	bleak
	cunning
	resignedly
	flicked












	1.
	The man was as __________ as a fox.



	2.
	It was an __________ pony. It refused to walk with someone riding on its back.



	3.
	The desert was a __________ wasteland.



	4.
	The hairdresser __________ the hair off the back of the man’s neck.



	5.
	Only the __________ group of spellers would advance to the final round.



	6.
	The man __________ accepted the deal.



	7.
	He __________ offered his jacket to the cold girl.



	8.
	The group was __________ to see a goat in the living room.
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Chapter Three







	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chaper.



	a)
	Cherry looked mad. “A little? You call ________ and passing out in the streets ‘a little’?”



	b)
	“Marcia’s number. Probably a phony one, too. I must have been outa my mind to ask for it. I think I’m a little ________ .”



	c)
	And when I was silent, she ________ me on.



	d)
	I had to tell her that, because I’d seen her eyes when Two-Bit flicked out his __________.



	e)
	…and Dally – wild, cunning Dally – turning into a ________ because he’d die if he didn’t…














	2.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.




	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Cherry plans to be social with Ponyboy at school.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Mickey Mouse was Soda’s horse.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	It was plain to Ponyboy that Darry liked having him around.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Nobody but Johnny and Cherry Valance could get Ponyboy talking.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Cherry and Marcia’s boyfriends are the ones who beat up Johnny.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Cherry was afraid of ruining her reputation.
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Chapter Three







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	Cherry says to Ponyboy, “I could fall in love with Dallas Winston. I hope I never see him again, or I will.” Why would she think this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What made Ponyboy realize that maybe the two different worlds he and Cherry lived in weren’t so different?



	 
	 



	3.
	In this Chapter, Cherry accuses Greasers of being too emotional. Find some examples from this Chapter that supports this claim.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What seemed to be the only difference between Socs and Greasers to Ponyboy after talking with Cherry?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What did Ponyboy think separated the two classes? What actually separates them?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	How are Ponyboy and Johnny’s home lives different?
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	In this Chapter, we learn more about Ponyboy’s view of Darry. Ponyboy believes Darry doesn’t like him and doesn’t want him around, and remarks how this change started after their parents died. It seems as though Darry had to step into the father-figure role before he was ready. In a journal entry, compare Darry and Ponyboy’s relationship to yours and your guardian’s.
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Chapter Four







	





	[image: ]



	absently
apprehensive
bewildering
clad
contemptuously
dully
lanky
pneumonia
premonition
quavered
ruefully
smoldering
staggering
stammered
towheaded
twitching
unceasingly
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	Across
	Down



	1. To utter in such a way.

4. Perplexing or confusing.

6. Without liveliness.

9. Without respect.

13. In a preoccupied manner.

14. Dressed or clothed.

15. To shake or tremble nervously.

16. Never ending.

17. The embers were __________.


	2. Expressing sorrow or regret.

3. Anxious or fearful of something.

5. Sudden jerking.

7. An illness involving lung inflammation.

8. A head of white-blond hair.

10. Knowing something will happen.

11. A very thin and tall person.

12. To walk or move unsteadily.
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Chapter Four







	1.
	Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct words from the chapter.




We [image: ] in the weeds beside the [image: ] tracks, listening to the [image: ] grow louder. The train slowed to a [image: ] halt. “Now,” whispered Johnny. We ran and pulled ourselves into an open [image: ]. We pressed against the side, trying to hold our [image: ] while we listened to the railroad workers walk up and down outside. One poked his head inside, and we [image: ]. But he didn’t see us, and the boxcar [image: ] as the train started up.

We climbed up the road to the [image: ], although it was a lot farther away than it looked. The road got [image: ] with every step. I was feeling kind of [image: ] — I always do when I get too [image: ] — and my legs got heavier and heavier. I guess Johnny was sleepier than I was — he had stayed [image: ] on the train to make sure we got off at the right place. It took us about [image: ] minutes to get there. We climbed in a back [image: ]. It was a small church, real old and [image: ] and spiderwebby. It gave me the [image: ].

I [image: ] down on the floor — and immediately decided not to do any more flopping. That floor was [image: ], and hard. Johnny stretched out beside me, [image: ] his head on his arm. I started to say something to him, but I went to [image: ] before I could get the words out of my mouth. Buy Johnny didn’t [image: ]. He was asleep, too.









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Four







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	When met by the Socs, Ponyboy states, “Maybe they could scare us to death, but we’d never let them have the satisfaction of knowing it.” What does this say about Greasers?



	 
	 



	2.
	Why did Ponyboy and Johnny go to Dally for help?



	 
	 



	3.
	How did Ponyboy describe Johnny when they were met by the Socs?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Ponyboy finally lives his dream when he finds himself in the country, yet he believes he isn’t going to like it. Why is this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Ponyboy states, “Quiet, soft-spoken little Johnny, who wouldn’t hurt a living thing on purpose, had taken a human life.” Explain Johnny’s transformation up to this point in the story.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	The Socs call Ponyboy and Johnny “white trash with long hair.” Why does this infuriate them both more than being cussed out and sworn at?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Johnny killed the Soc out of self-defense, yet him and Ponyboy were convinced that they would get the electric chair for it, resulting in them running away. What would have happened had they decided to go directly to the police? Why do you think they believed this was not an option? Write a journal entry stating why you believe they could not go to the police, then write a scenario of what would have happened had they actually went to the police.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Five







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	Predict what will happen to Ponyboy and Johnny. Their lives are forever changed. Will they continue to run away, or will they go back? Use evidence from the text to explain your reasoning.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Ponyboy and Johnny are out of their element. How do you think they will adjust to their new surroundings?



	 
	 



	 
	 





[image: ] Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.

















	1.
	He drank Pepsi like a fiend, and going for five days without one was about to kill



	 
	a)
	critic
	 
	b)
	friend
	 
	c)
	beast
	 
	d)
	angel



	2.
	On the fifth day, Ponyboy read up to Sherman’s siege of Atlanta in Gone with the Wind.



	 
	a)
	release
	 
	b)
	opening
	 
	c)
	surrender
	 
	d)
	blockade



	3.
	Ponyboy looked at Johnny imploringly. He did not want to cut off his hair.



	 
	a)
	excitedly
	 
	b)
	urgently
	 
	c)
	beseechingly
	 
	d)
	hastily



	4.
	Ponyboy leaned back sullenly after his hair was cut and bleached.



	 
	a)
	sulkily
	 
	b)
	happily
	 
	c)
	selfishly
	 
	d)
	cheerfully



	5.
	The boys were so hungry that Johnny was indignant when Dally said he was starved.



	 
	a)
	offended
	 
	b)
	pleased
	 
	c)
	happy
	 
	d)
	joyful



	6.
	He was trying to find the meaning the poet had in mind, but it eluded him.



	 
	a)
	attracted
	 
	b)
	escaped
	 
	c)
	confronted
	 
	d)
	enticed














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Five









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	How long were Ponyboy and Johnny alone in the church?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	5 days



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	4 days



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	6 days



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	3 days



	 
	b)
	What is one thing that Two-Bit, Steve or Dally would never think of getting when hiding out?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Food



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Soap



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Cigarettes



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	A Book



	 
	c)
	How fast was Dally moving down Jay Mountain?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	35 mph



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	90 mph



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	65 mph



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	85 mph



	 
	d)
	What was NOT one of the “supplies” Johnny brought back to the church?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Baloney and bread.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	A box of matches.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Pepsi.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	A deck of cards.



	 
	e)
	What did Ponyboy and Johnny eat at Dairy Queen?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	BBQ Sandwiches



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Cheeseburgers



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Banana Splits



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Both A and C












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Five







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	How does Johnny think Ponyboy’s family is ‘funny’?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why was altering their hair such a traumatic moment for Ponyboy and Johnny?



	 
	 



	3.
	What does each side get should they win in the battle between the Socs and the Greasers?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	How does Johnny compare Sodapop and Dally to the Southern gentlemen in Gone with the Wind?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What’s the biggest difference between the country and the city that Johnny discovered?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	It is revealed that Cherry has been acting as a spy for the Greasers. Why would a Soc help the Greasers, especially when it was her boyfriend who was killed? What does this reveal about Cherry?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	In this Chapter, Ponyboy vividly describes his surroundings while watching the sunrise from the back of the church. Re-read this passage and form a mental picture in your mind of what Ponyboy was seeing. Think of an experience you’ve had that evoked some kind of emotion from you. Re-create that moment in your journal entry, vividly describing the experience similar to how Ponyboy has.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Six







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	In the previous Chapter, Ponyboy and Johnny find out about the repercussions to their actions. How might this new information affect their decisions moving forward? Use evidence from the text to support your opinion.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	As far as we can tell, this is the first instance where a fight between the Greasers and the Socs has resulted in a death. Predict what the backlash will be in the media, as well as with the two groups.



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.














	testify
	surveyed
	jolt
	doggedly
	conviction



	keeled
	plasma
	hysterics
	racking
	beefed












	1.
	Ponyboy __________ over from smoke inhalation and a little shock.



	2.
	The witness will __________ that she saw the man steal the car.



	3.
	The paramedics gave Johnny __________ after he passed out.



	4.
	Ponyboy could hear the sobs __________ Darry as he fought to keep back the tears.



	5.
	The detective pursued the evidence __________.



	6.
	Being stuck behind a slow-moving tractor really __________ the driver.



	7.
	The woman was in __________, screaming and crying about her lost cat.



	8.
	The police man __________ the scene and determined there was no danger.



	9.
	The car slammed on its brakes and gave us all a __________.



	10.
	“I am scared,” Johnny said with __________.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Six











	1.

	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.




	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Dally learned about the church from his cousin.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	A kid bites Ponyboy while trying to save his life.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Ponyboy and Johnny are not surprised to find out about Cherry.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Darry was disappointed to see Ponyboy.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	After the kids were saved, people could hear the gun going off inside the church.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Johnny used to go hunting with his family.














	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.



	 
	 
	a)
	Some kids are missing.



	 
	 
	b)
	Ponyboy reunites with his brothers.



	 
	 
	c)
	Johnny decides to turn himself in.



	 
	 
	d)
	Ponyboy tells Jerry everything that has happened.



	 
	 
	e)
	The boys return to find the church on fire.



	 
	 
	f)
	Ponyboy and Johnny run into the church.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Six







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	Ponyboy gets a new perspective on Dally. Explain what this perspective is and how it changed.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	In this Chapter, Johnny decides he wants to turn himself in. Why does he suddenly have a change of heart after he was so convinced that he would receive the death penalty?



	 
	 



	3.
	Jerry didn’t seem to be concerned with Ponyboy being a Greaser. Instead, he praised him more for his heroic actions. What does this reveal about Jerry, and how does this play with the theme of social conventions?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why were Ponyboy and Johnny so shocked to hear about Cherry acting as a spy for the Greasers, despite their changed impressions of her?



	 
	 



	5.
	Ponyboy quickly confesses who and what he is to Jerry after Jerry praises them all for their heroic actions. What does this reveal about Ponyboy?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Dally warns Johnny of the effects jail has on a person. Using evidence from the text, describe what jail can do to a person, and what it might do to Johnny.



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	In this Chapter, Ponyboy describes vividly his and Johnny’s rescue of the trapped kids in the burning church. Imagine you were there after the fact and were able to interview Ponyboy about his actions and experiences. Pair up with a classmate and take turns being the interviewer and Ponyboy. Conduct an interview and write a fictional news article.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Seven







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	In the previous Chapter, Ponyboy and Johnny do not hesitate to save the kids trapped in the burning church. Put yourself in their shoes and decide whether you would have done the same.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Predict what will happen to Ponyboy, Johnny and Dally in the following Chapter. Will they survive their injuries? Will they be sent to jail? Will they be released? Use evidence from the text to support your theory.



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Circle the correct word that matches the meaning of the underlined word.




















	1.
	Two-Bit bragged about one of his many exploits to Ponyboy.



	 
	a)
	adventures
	 
	b)
	scenes
	 
	c)
	inertia
	 
	d)
	inaction



	2.
	Ponyboy absentmindedly watched Darry as he searched the icebox for chocolate cake.



	 
	a)
	alert
	 
	b)
	observant
	 
	c)
	preoccupied
	 
	d)
	attentive



	3.
	Two-Bit was aghast with the idea of work.



	 
	a)
	comfortable
	 
	b)
	bored
	 
	c)
	unsurprised
	 
	d)
	horrified



	4.
	Two-Bit yelped as he fell off the cabinet.



	 
	a)
	said
	 
	b)
	howled
	 
	c)
	stated
	 
	d)
	whispered



	5.
	Sodapop assured Darry that he would come up with a plan.



	 
	a)
	confirmed
	 
	b)
	doubted
	 
	c)
	feared
	 
	d)
	uncertian



	6.
	The Greasers would stomp the Socs at the fight.



	 
	a)
	see
	 
	b)
	play
	 
	c)
	lose
	 
	d)
	trample














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Seven







	Fill in each blank with the correct words from the chapter.



	a)
	The last thing I’d eaten was a ____________________ at the Dairy Queen.



	b)
	“I had one of those _________ last night. The one I can’t ever remember.”



	c)
	Greasers don’t __________ in front of strangers.



	d)
	Darry has never really gotten over not going to __________.



	e)
	I swear, sometimes he reminds me of a __________. A long-legged palomino that has to get his nose into everything.











	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.















	crippled
	recurring
	contemptuously
	stony-faced
	mourning
	manslaughter












	a)
	“I hated them as bitterly and as __________ as Dally Winston hated.”



	b)
	Soda was awake by then, and although he looked __________, his eyes were bleak and stunned.



	c)
	Even if Johnny did live he’d be __________ and never play football or help us out in a rumble again.



	d)
	They were charging Johnny with __________.



	e)
	Ponyboy spent five minutes __________ over his hair.



	f)
	Soda began sleeping with Ponyboy, and the dreams stopped __________ so often.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Seven







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	How do the brother’s like their eggs in the morning?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Two-Bit comments that Ponyboy and Johnny were always heroes and didn’t turn all of a sudden. How might Ponyboy and Johnny be already heroes in the eyes of Two-Bit, and why would the newspaper article use the word “turn”?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What did Ponyboy want to do more than anything at the hospital, and why did the reporters find this funny?



	 
	 



	4.
	Ponyboy mentions having terrifying dreams that he can’t remember. What do you think these dreams might be of, and why they would terrify Ponyboy? Use evidence from the text to support your hypothesis.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What did the doctor say about Dally and Johnny’s conditions?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Darry says he’ll risk a robbery if it meant keeping his friends from committing a crime. Why does he say this, and what does this reveal about his priorities?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	A newspaper article with the headline “Juvenile Delinquents Turn Heroes” is described in this Chapter. Create the newspaper article by using evidence from the text, as well as what is revealed to be included and not included in the article.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Eight







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	In the previous Chapter, Ponyboy and Randy have a talk that results in Ponyboy’s understanding of Cherry’s comment that “things are rough all over”. What did they talk about, and how did Ponyboy reach this understanding?



	 
	 



	2.
	Randy believes he wouldn’t of saved those kids trapped in the burning church; however, Ponyboy is convinced that he would. Why would Randy and Ponyboy feel this way? Do you think Randy would have saved those kids? Why or why not?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure the meaning of each word is clear in your sentences.










	Numbly
	 



	 










	Faltered
	 



	 










	Divert
	 



	 










	Reluctantly
	 



	 










	Scarce
	 



	 










	Abruptly
	 



	 










	Resemblance
	 



	 










	Worriedly
	 



	 










	Critical
	 



	 














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Eight







	1.
	Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the Chapter.




Two-Bit reached into his back pocket for his prize [image: ]. It was a jet-handled [image: ], ten inches long, that would flash open at a mere [image: ]. It was the reward of two hours of walking [image: ] around a hardware store to [image: ] suspicion. He kept it razor sharp. As far as I knew, he had never pulled it on anyone; he used his plain [image: ] when he needed a blade. But it was his [image: ], his pride and joy — every time he ran into a new hood he pulled it out and showed off with it. Dally knew how much that knife meant to Two-Bit, and if he needed a blade bad enough to ask for it, well, he needed a blade. That was all there was to it. Two-Bit handed it over to Dally without a moment’s [image: ].














	2.
	Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:



	a)
	Who did Johnny refuse to see?
	 
	b)
	How many ribs of Dally’s did Tim Shepard crack?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	His father
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	One



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	His mother
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Two



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Ponyboy and Two-Bit
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Three



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Dally
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Four



	c)
	How did Two-Bit and Ponyboy get home from the hospital?
	 
	d)
	Who came to visit Dally and Johnny in the hospital?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	They walked.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Tim Shepard



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	They drove.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Sodapop and Steve



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	They hitched a ride.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Cherry Valence



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	They took the bus.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Randy and Marcia



	e)
	What did Johnny request while in the hospital?
	 
	f)
	Who did Two-Bit believe could have become a Soc?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Fast Food
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Ponyboy



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Hair Grease
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Darry



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Gone with the Wind
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Soda



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Both B and C
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Steve












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Eight







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	Ponyboy states, “I’d never liked Dally — but then, for the first time, I felt like he was my buddy. And all because he was glad he hadn’t killed me.” What is the significance of this statement? Support your theory with evidence from the text.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Ponyboy accuses Cherry of being a traitor to her kind and not loyal to his. How does she show this? How does she show the opposite?



	 
	 



	3.
	Ponyboy lets Johnny know that him and Darry are okay now, stating that he knew Johnny understood what he meant. What did Ponyboy mean, and why would Johnny understand?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Ponyboy asks Cherry if she can see the sunset real good from the West Side, and that he can see it real good from the East Side. What is the significance of this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	In this Chapter, Ponyboy is still clearly suffering from his injuries, yet he is adamant about fighting in the upcoming rumble. Why is it so important for him to participate in the fight, even at the expense of his health?



	 
	 



	6.
	How does Cherry describe the duality of Bob?



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	In this Chapter, Two-Bit states that “You’d think you could get away with murder, living with your big brother and all, but Darry’s stricter with you than your folks were.” Why do you think this is the case? Do you think it would be more or less strict to be raised by anyone other than your parents? How might Ponyboy’s household be different if his parents were still alive? Use evidence from the text to support your hypothesis.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Nine to Ten







	Answer the questions in a complete sentence.



	1.
	Johnny’s condition seems to worsen. Predict whether you think Johnny will survive. How might the remainder of the story unfold should Johnny survive? How might it unfold should he die?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	In the upcoming Chapters, the Greasers and the Socs will have their “final” rumble. Predict whether you think the Greasers or the Socs will win. Do you think the fighting will stop after the fight? Explain your reasoning.



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word that does not belong. Then, write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.





















	1.
	 
	a)
	delinquent
	 
	b)
	responsible
	 
	c)
	behaving
	 
	d)
	careful










	 
	 





















	2.
	 
	a)
	interest
	 
	b)
	stupor
	 
	c)
	activity
	 
	d)
	consciousness










	 
	 





















	3.
	 
	a)
	grinning
	 
	b)
	smiling
	 
	c)
	beautiful
	 
	d)
	grimacing










	 
	 





















	4.
	 
	a)
	darkness
	 
	b)
	dawning
	 
	c)
	sunset
	 
	d)
	shadow










	 
	 





















	5.
	 
	a)
	easily
	 
	b)
	gently
	 
	c)
	wearily
	 
	d)
	lightly










	 
	 














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Nine to Ten









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	Which was NOT part of the rules for the rumble?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Use fists only for fighting.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Weapons are okay to use.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	First to run loses.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Both A and C.



	 
	b)
	How long was Ponyboy delirious for?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	2 days



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	A week



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	4 days



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	1 day



	 
	c)
	What time was the rumble set for?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	8:30



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	6:30



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	7:00



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	5:00



	 
	d)
	What does Dally pull out of his pocket in front of the cops?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	A gun.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	A knife.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	A bottle.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Nothing.



	 
	e)
	Who fights Darry to start off the rumble?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Brumly Boys



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Tim Shepard



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Curly Shepard



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Paul Holden












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Nine to Ten







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	Why do Greasers wear T-shirts in a rumble?



	 
	 



	2.
	Compare both Ponyboy and Dally’s reactions to Johnny’s death.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why do Darry, Sodapop, Steve, and Two-Bit fight?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Ponyboy and his brothers get “spruced up” before the fight. Why are appearances important to them? How does this contradict other statements regarding how they look as described in these Chapters?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What were Johnny’s last words, and what did he mean by them?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	How are Tim Shepard’s gang and Ponyboy’s group different? Why would he believe his group would beat Tim’s?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	In Chapter Nine, Ponyboy asks himself, “What kind of world is it where all I have to be proud of is a reputation for being a hood, and greasy hair? I don’t want to be a hood, but even if I don’t steal things and mug people and get boozed up, I’m marked lousy. Why should I be proud of it? Why should I even pretend to be proud of it?” Put yourself in Ponyboy’s mind and attempt to answer the questions he poses to himself.













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eleven to Twelve







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	In the last Chapters, the Greasers finally chase the Socs out of their territory and Johnny and Dally both die. How will these events affect Ponyboy in the coming Chapters? What will happen with his court case?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	In the last Chapters, Johnny and Dally’s deaths are completely different from each other. What are the differences between both deaths? What are the similarities?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Choose a word from the list that means the same as the underlined word.













	reckless
	idolized
	solidly
	flinching



	acquitted
	veered
	welled
	lousing













	 
	1.
	The girl’s eyes surged up with tears.



	 
	2.
	The student body firmly voted for one candidate.



	 
	3.
	The car swerved off the road to avoid a fallen tree trunk.



	 
	4.
	The girl was spoiling her dinner.



	 
	5.
	The group was careless with their driving as they ran a stop sign.



	 
	6.
	The boy was cringing with pain after he was hit across the face.



	 
	7.
	The small boy admired the hockey player and hoped to get his autograph.



	 
	8.
	The suspect was absolved from all crimes when the jury found her not guilty.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eleven to Twelve











	1.

	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.




	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Ponyboy had a clear image of what kind of person Bob was.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Ponyboy was failing his English class.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Ponyboy had a hard time coming up with a semester theme.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Ponyboy was convinced that he was the one that killed Bob.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Ponyboy cared of what Randy thought when seeing his house.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Everything went back to normal after the hearing.














	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.



	 
	 
	a)
	Sodapop runs out of the house.



	 
	 
	b)
	Randy visits Ponyboy.



	 
	 
	c)
	Ponyboy protects himself with a busted pop bottle.



	 
	 
	d)
	Ponyboy goes to court.



	 
	 
	e)
	Ponyboy writes his semester theme.



	 
	 
	f)
	Ponyboy and Darry get into a fight.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eleven to Twelve







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	Ponyboy finds a letter from Johnny in the copy of Gone with the Wind. What did Johnny say in the letter?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	When Randy visits Ponyboy, he says he is “mixed up in all this.” Ponyboy takes great offence to this statement. Put yourself into Randy’s shoes and explain exactly how he is mixed up.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	At the hearing, the judge does not ask Ponyboy anything about Bob’s death. What does the judge ask Ponyboy? Why?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Ponyboy suffers from long-term effects after the hearing is over. What are these effects, and what does this reveal about Ponyboy’s condition?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Ponyboy convinces himself that Johnny is not dead and that it was Ponyboy who killed Bob. Why does Ponyboy remain in denial?



	 
	 



	6.
	In Chapter 11, Ponyboy says, “A Soc, even, worried because some kid greaser was on his way to a foster home or something. That was really funny. I don’t mean funny. You know what I mean.” What did Ponyboy mean?
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	Ponyboy stumbles upon Bob’s photo in the yearbook and has trouble figuring out who Bob is. Using evidence from the text, write a detailed description of Bob, including his physical and personality traits.
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Chapters 1 to 4

Alternate Plot

In the fight between Ponyboy, Johnny and the Socs, one of the Socs tries to drown Ponyboy in the fountain. Ponyboy states, “I’m drowning, they’ve gone too far.” At this point, the Socs are crossing a line that will potentially result in death. So far in the story, the Socs are only guilty of beating nearly to death, but have not yet crossed that line.

What repercussions do you foresee for the Socs had they crossed that line?

How would the story have been different if it was Johnny or Ponyboy who was killed in the fight?

Write an alternate version of the story from the point of view of the Socs.
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Chapter 3

Foreshadowing

Foreshadowing is a literary device employed by the author to give a hint that something is coming up in the story, “How was I to know that I would be in for the adventure of a lifetime.” Chapter 3 contains a few examples of foreshadowing:

“I saw Johnny’s cigarette glowing in the dark and wondered vaguely what it was like inside a burning ember…”

“I felt the tension growing inside of me and I knew something had to happen or I would explode.”

“Things gotta get better, I figured. They couldn’t get worse. I was wrong.”

How could this be interpreted as an example of foreshadowing?

If it is an example of this literary device, what do you think it might be predicting?

Try to find other examples of foreshadowing in the novel. Do you think foreshadowing is a useful literary device, or would you rather the author not include this? Explain your answer.
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Chapters 4 to 7

A Police Report

Imagine that you are a police officer charged with investigating Bob’s death. Write a police report following the events in the park, leading up to Johnny’s hospitalization. Be sure to include the following:







	- interviews with those involved, friends and family
	- details surronding the events on Jay Mountain



	- interviews with those who knew the suspects
	- background information leading up to the events in the park



	- Dally’s interrogation
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Chapters 1 to 8

The Interview

This activity is to be done in pairs.

This is your opportunity to find out what your classmates think about the novel, The Outsiders, thus far in your reading. Pair up with another student in your class who is reading the novel. Each of you will interview the other to find out his or her feelings about the experience thus far.

Prepare a list of ten questions to ask your partner. The questions could involve an incident in the story itself or you may ask them what their favorite scene of the story is.

After asking the questions and recording your partner’s answers, then it is your turn to answer your partner’s questions about the novel. It is important that you give thought to each of your responses, and make them as interesting as possible.

In an essay, summarize and compare your partners thoughts on the novel with your own. Include any differences in opinion as well as the similarities. What do you notice about both reactions to the novel?
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Chapters 9 to 12

Worth Posting!

Your assignment is to write a brief review of The Outsiders for posting on a website. This is an opportunity to share your opinion of the novel with other readers who are considering whether to read the book or not.

Your review should be at least three paragraphs in length. One paragraph should introduce the novel and briefly describe the plot (without giving away the ending). The second paragraph should give your impression of the novel. Give as much detail as possible without giving away any spoilers. The last paragraph should summarize your opinions.

When writing your impression, try to include one favorable comment and one suggestion as to how the novel might be improved.
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Chapters 1 to 12

Literary Analysis

Write a literary analysis of the novel. You may choose one of the following to analyze:







	- the theme
	- the plot



	- the author’s purpose or message
	- the point of view



	- character development
	 




You must start with a thesis paragraph, which introduces the reader to your topic and the belief you have about that topic. Highlight in your thesis paragraph the main 3 supporting arguments for your thesis. In the body of your essay, take one paragraph for each of your supporting arguments and use quotes cited from the novel to support your opinions. Finish the essay with a paragraph that would answer any opposing opinions, and finally a concluding paragraph that sums up your thesis and leaves the reader considering the points expressed in the essay.
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Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are written backwards.









	acquitted
	incredulous
	pneumonia
	sophomore



	crippled
	indignant
	premonition
	stupor



	delinquent
	ligament
	quivering
	testify



	divert
	lone
	reform
	tough



	faltered
	lousy
	roguishly
	underprivileged



	gallantly
	manslaughter
	rumble
	unfathomable



	guardian
	ornery
	sagely
	 



	hoodlum
	plasma
	slugged
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Comprehension Quiz








	Answer each question in a complete sentence.
	[image: ]



	1.
	Who is the protagonist and in what point of view is the story written in?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	2.
	What differences did Johnny and Ponyboy notice between the country and the city?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	3.
	Which drive-in does Ponyboy, Johnny and Dally meet Cherry and Marcia?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	4.
	What injuries did Johnny suffer from, and how did he sustain them? What longterm injuries will he have should he survive?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	5.
	Which literary character, and from which novel, does Ponyboy compare his friends with?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	6.
	Why does Dally decide to let the police kill him after Johnny’s death?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	7.
	Where did Ponyboy and Johnny hide out for a week?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:  /17
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Comprehension Quiz








	8.
	What had the doctor been talking to the judge about at the hearing, and what difference did it make?



	 
	 



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	9.
	Why does Johnny refuse to see his mother while in the hospital?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	10.
	What book did Johnny bring back for Ponyboy? Why?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	11.
	What is Ponyboy’s group’s one rule besides ‘stick together’?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	12.
	How does Ponyboy’s view of Socs change from the beginning of the novel to the end?



	 
	 



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	13.
	What does Ponyboy realize separates the Greasers from the Socs after talking with Cherry?
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	14.
	Why did Johnny and Ponyboy run away after killing Bob, and why did they decide to turn themselves in?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:  /13












	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 

1. unfathomable

2. jumped

3. quivering

4. hauling

5. loping

6. lone

7. sagely

8. heaved


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  D

b) [image: ]  A

c) [image: ]  C

d) [image: ]  B

e) [image: ]  D


	
   1.   

Ponyboy is very smart and makes good grades at school, but he walks alone when he knows it’s dangerous. “I make good grades and have a high IQ and everything, but I don’t use my head.” “You must think at school, with all those good grades you bring home,…, but do you ever use your head for common sense?”

   2.   

“Tough is the same as rough; tuff means cool, sharp.”

   3.   

Violence in New York took the form of gang fights between rival gangs; whereas organized gangs in Ponyboy’s town are rarities. Instead, you have small groups of friends who stick up for one another, and fights were between the social classes.

   4.   

Ponyboy means that Sodapop doesn’t drink any alcohol, and that he doesn’t need to. Instead he gets ‘drunk’ by drag racing and dancing. In Ponyboy’s neighborhood, it’s rare for a kid not to drink. In that sense, Sodapop is one of a kind.

   5.   

Two-Bit is famous for shoplifting and his black-handled switchblade.

   6.   

Pip is a Greaser and the gentlemen are Socs: “he felt marked lousy because he wasn’t a gentleman or anything, and the way that girl kept looking down on him.” Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 



1. G



2. C



3. H



4. J



5. A



6. E



7. D



8. I



9. B



10. F


	
   1.   

a)   F 



b)   T 



c)   F 



d)   T 



e)   T 



f)   F 



   2.   

a)  5



b)  1



c)  4



d)  6



e)  2



f)  3
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   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Cherry doesn’t seem to notice the kids looking at her and Ponyboy when in line to buy popcorn.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

   3.   

Answers will vary.

   4.   

“Dropouts made [him] think of some poor dumb-looking hoodlum wandering the streets breaking out street lights.” This description didn’t fit with his brother’s “happy-golucky” demeanor.

   5.   

The Greasers will fight fair with each other, using their fists and not keeping a grudge. The Socs will fight “rough”, ganging up on one or two and fighting each other with social clubs.



   6.   

Answers will vary, but may include: all the Socs and all the Greasers aren’t like the really bad versions of their respective groups (“All Socs aren’t like that.”; “But not all of us [greasers] were that bad.”; Cherry explains that the rich kids have troubles of their own as well (“Things are rough all over.”).





	
11

	
12

	
13

	
14

	
15

	
16
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   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 

1. cunning



2. ornery



3. bleak



4. flicked



5. elite



6. resignedly



7. gallantly



8. dumfounded


	
   1.   

a) reeling

b) soused

c) urged

d) switch

e) hoodlum

   2.   

a)   F 



b)   T 



c)   F 



d)   F 



e)   T 



f)   T 


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

They both saw the same sunset.

   3.   

Answers may vary. Ponyboy loses his cool when talking about Darry; Ponyboy snaps at Johnny; Two-Bit violently defends Johnny; Darry explodes at Ponyboy and slaps him.

   4.   

Socs liked the Beatles and thought Elvis Presley was out, and Greasers thought the Beatles were rank and that Elvis was tuff.

   5.   

Ponyboy thought money separated the Socs and Greasers. Really it was values. Greasers are more emotional and feel too much, and Socs are sophisticated and don’t feel anything.

   6.   

Johnny can be home or not and no one would care; his father gets drunk and beats him regularly. Ponyboy has a curfew; Darry is interested in his personal and school life; Darry works hard and stays sober.


	
 Vocabulary 

Across



1. stammered



4. bewildering



6. dully



9. contemptuously



13. absently



14. clad



15. quavered



16. unceasingly



17. smoldering

Down



2. ruefully



3. apprehensive



5. twitching



7. pneumonia



8. towheaded



10. premonition



11. lanky



12. staggering


	
   1.   

a) crouched



b) railroad



c) whistle



d) screaming



e) boxcar



f) breath



g) froze



h) rattled



i) church



j) steeper



k) drunk



l) sleepy



m) awake



n) forty-five



o) window



p) spooky



q) creeps



r) flopped



s) stone



t) resting



u) sleep



v) notice


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Dally could get them out of town and to a hideout. He would know what to do in this situation. They needed money, a gun, and a plan, and Dally could get them all this.

   3.   

Johnny was as white as a ghost and his eyes were wild-looking, like the eyes of an animal in a trap.

   4.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Ponyboy is in the country, running from the law after being involved in a murder. He is also without his family and the rest of his friends.

   5.   

Answers will vary, but may include: The attack he suffered earlier caused a change in Johnny, resulting in paranoia, fear, and the need for survival.

   6.   

Answers will vary.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 

1. c



2. d



3. c



4. a



5. a



6. b


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  A

b) [image: ]  B

c) [image: ]  D

d) [image: ]  C

e) [image: ]  D


	
   1.   

Sodapop looks like their mother, but acts like their father. Darry looks like their father, but acts like their mother. Ponyboy doesn’t act like either their mother or father.



   2.   

Their hair was their pride. Their hair labeled them as greasers. It was their trademark. Their hair is the only thing they have.



   3.   

If the Socs win, things go on as usual. If the Greasers win, the Socs will stay out of their territory for good.



   4.   

Sodapop has manners and charm. Dally is gallant by taking the blame for something he didn’t do to protect a friend.



   5.   

Answers will vary, but may include: In the country, they were in the middle of nowhere; the nearest house was two miles away. Things in the store were laid out in the open, easy for someone to steal. People in the country seemed to be more trusting than those in the city.



   6.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.

 Vocabulary 

1. keeled

2. testify

3. plasma

4. racking

5. doggedly

6. beefed

7. hysterics

8. surveyed

9. jolt

10. conviction


	
   1.   

a)   T 



b)   T 



c)   F 



d)   F 



e)   T 



f)   F 

   2.   

a)  3



b)  6



c)  1



d)  5



e)  2



f)  4


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Dally was always someone who didn’t care about anyone else but himself; he was cold, hard, and mean. Now, Dally shows great concern over Johnny.



   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: He now believes that he will get off easy, and does not want to spend all his life in running and hiding.



   3.   

Answers will vary, but may include: In the city, Greasers are condemned for what they are and what they look like; in the country, there are no Greasers or Socs so they aren’t judged for who they are and what they look like. Instead, they are judged for their actions.



   4.   

Answers will vary, but may include: They were shocked because they still identified her as a Soc.



   5.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Ponyboy is insulted  for being called a hero; he immediately labels himself a Greaser, and almost brags about their criminal history.



   6.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Jail hardens a person. Johnny is too sensitive and jail would change him into a completely different person, someone more like Dally.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 

1. a

2. c

3. d

4. b

5. a

6. d


	
   1.   

a) hot fudge sundae

b) dreams

c) cry

d) college

e) colt

   2.   

a) contemptuously

b) stony-faced

c) crippled

d) manslaughter

e) mourning

f) recurring


	
   1.   

Ponyboy likes his eggs hard; Darry likes his eggs in a bacon-and-tomato sandwich; Sodapop likes his eggs with grape jelly.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



   3.   

He wanted to take a bath. Answers will vary, but may include: They thought he was kidding.



   4.   

Answers will vary.



   5.   

Dally would be okay after two or three days. One arm was badly burned and would be scarred for life, but Dally would still have full use of it. Johnny’s condition was critical. He had a broken back and thirddegree burns. If he lived, he would be crippled for the rest of his life.



   6.   

He leaves his house unlocked so his friends will always have a safe place to go. Answers will vary, but may include: He cares more about his friends staying out of trouble than being robbed.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

a) possession



b) switchblade



c) breath



d) aimlessly



e) divert



f) pocketknife



g) hugger-mugger



h) showpiece



i) hesitation

   2.   

a) [image: ]  B

b) [image: ]  C

c) [image: ]  D

d) [image: ]  A

e) [image: ]  D

f) [image: ]  B


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: She spies for the Greasers against the Socs.



   3.   

Ponyboy and Darry were no longer fighting and hating each other. Johnny would understand this because him and Ponyboy are very close and share each other’s feelings and fears about their lives.



   4.   

Answers will vary, but may include: At their first meeting, they established that they could both see the same sunset from their respective ends of town, despite their different social classes.



   5.   

Answers will vary.



   6.   

Bob had a good and bad side. The good side showed Bob as sweet and friendly. The bad side came out when Bob was drunk.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.

 Vocabulary 

Reasons will vary.

1. a



2. b



3. d



4. b



5. c


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  B

b) [image: ]  C

c) [image: ]  C

d) [image: ]  A

e) [image: ]  D


	
   1.   

Wearing jackets interferes with their swinging ability. Also, no one ever gets cold in a rumble.



   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Dally gets angry, violent and desperate. Ponyboy remains in denial.



   3.   

Darry fights for pride, Sodapop for fun, Steve for hatred, and Two-Bit for conformity.



   4.   

Answers will vary, but may include: They wanted to show the Socs they weren’t trash and that they are just as good as them. Ponyboy also mentions putting in more hair oil than was necessary in order to show that he was a Greaser.



   5.   

Johnny’s last words were, “Stay gold, Ponyboy. Stay gold.” Answers will vary.



   6.   

Tim Shepard’s gang had a leader and were organized. Ponyboy’s group were just friends who stuck together; each man was his own leader. Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 



1. welled



2. solidly



3. veered



4. lousing



5. reckless



6. flinching



7. idolized



8. acquitted


	
   1.   

a)   F 



b)   T 



c)   T 



d)   T 



e)   F 



f)   F 

   2.   

a)  5



b)  1



c)  3



d)  2



e)  6



f)  4


	
[image: ]

   1.   

He knew he was dying and didn’t mind, saying it was worth it to save those kids. You’re gold when you’re a kid and everything is new. Pony is “gold” because he likes sunsets. Ponyboy has time to become anything he wants. Tell Dally everything.



   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: He has disappointed his father; his best friend was killed; he was involved in the event.



   3.   

The judge asked Ponyboy if he liked living with Darry, if he liked school, and what kind of grades he made. Answers will vary.

   4.   

He was becoming forgetful; his grades were slipping; he was running into things; he was no longer hungry. Answers will vary.

   5.   

Answers will vary, but may include: He didn’t want to believe the truth.



   6.   

Answers will vary, but may include: He thought it odd that a Soc would worry about a Greaser for any reason.
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Word Search Puzzle


[image: ]




	
   1.   

The protagonist is Ponyboy. The story is written in first person point of view.

   2.   

The houses are all spaced far apart; people were more trusting; the stores were less secure.

   3.   

They went to the Nightly Double.

   4.   

He broke his back when the piece of timber fell on him; he was in severe shock and suffered from third-degree burns from the fire. If he lived, he would be crippled for life.

   5.   

Ponyboy saw similarities with Pip from Great Expectations.

   6.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Dally saw no reason to live without Johnny in his life.



   7.   

Ponyboy and Johnny hid in an old abandoned church on top of Jay Mountain in Windrixville.


	
   8.   

Answers will vary, but may include: The doctor told the judge about Ponyboy’s health and home life. He put the circumstances into perspective for the judge.

   9.   

Johnny believed his mother was there to tell him about all the trouble he is causing her, and how glad his parents will be when he’s dead.

   10.   

Johnny brought back Gone with the Wind because he remembered Ponyboy saying he always wanted a copy, and that they went to see the movie once.

   11.   

They’re one rule was ‘don’t get caught’.
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The OUTSIDERS

By S.E. Hinton

he Outsiders is the classic coming-of-age
story about two social groups in 1960s
Oklahoma. The Greasers and the Socs

are rival social groups, who engage in petty fights
around town. Ponyboy and his friends are Greasers
and get jumped by the Socs regularly. One night,
alter leaving a local drive-in, Ponyboy and his [riend
Johnny get jumped [rom a group of Socs who have
a score (o settle. Things go too far and one of the
Socs gets killed. Ponyboy and Johnny now find
themselves running from the police. After a week
hiding out, the pair decide to return and face the
consequences of their actions. Things go from bad
to worse as the story faces its climax with a final
rumble between the Greasers and the Socs. The
Outsiders is a classic of modern American literature
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In the novel, The Outsiders, the author uses the language of the
Greasers through Ponyboy’s voice. In Chapter 12 he says, “I
know I don’t talk good English (have you ever seen a hood that
did?)”. This includes improper grammar and many slang words.
Find examples in the text where the following slang words are
used, then find the meaning of each word using context clues.
Write another word, example and its meaning in the last row.

Word Meaning
Rumble

Example:

A v \ v
r m Y P B
Example:

A 4 \ 4
Example:

\ v \ v
e W 3
Example:

A v A

Vi ( ) N r N
Example:

L 4 - 4
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Discuss the themes of the novel — in particular how they are
ifested in the story and their applicability to society foday.

Family Relationships Social Conventions

Social Prejudices Honor/Courage/Gallantry






