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Hamlet









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel	

	Demonstrates some understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a considerable understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	Content

• Information and details relevant to focus

	Elements incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements are complete; details missing

	All required elements complete; key details contain some description

	All required elements are complete; enough description for clarity




	Style
• Effective word choice and originality

• Precise language


	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language




	Conventions

• Spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention














	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our literature kit is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. Our guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities that match the student’s abilities.

Our literature kit divides the play by acts and scenes, and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include death, intrigue, language, madness, subjectivity, suicide, and theater. Hamlet provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion because it presents the conflict between justice and revenge in a unique way. Hamlet’s struggle to decide whether to honor his father’s wish that he seek revenge on his Uncle Claudius, the feelings for his mother and for Ophelia, as well as the intrigues of the court will challenge the minds and morals of students.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns— just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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	[image: ]
	 




1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of Hamlet. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, small group activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	HAMLET’S MADNESS
Hamlet seems normal when we first meet him, bar some bitterness and grief over his father’s death and his mother’s hasty remarriage. He determines to feign madness in order to ferret out the truth of his father’s murder. However, as the play progresses, the madness of Hamlet seems less an act and more real. This exercise is a discussion of the stages of Hamlet’s madness, analysing Act by Act whether or if Hamlet is actually losing his mind.
Found on Page 53.











	ANALYSIS: YORICK’S SKULL
From the time he learned that his father’s death was a murder (and maybe even before that), Hamlet is inundated with the notion of death: his father’s, his own, and that of the murdering uncle he has vowed revenge on. Several passages in the play — including two of Hamlet’s soliloquies — deal with reality and meaning of death. This exercise is a discussion of Hamlet’s musings on death and their meaning.
Found on Page 54.
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	OPHELIA’S DILEMMA
Ophelia’s death is ruled a suicide in the play, yet Gertrude reports that her death was accidental. Is this Gertrude trying to spare Laertes’s feelings? Or was this an inconsistency in the play itself? Why did Ophelia kill herself? This exercise is a discussion of Ophelia’s plight in the play. Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies







	WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY




	
This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

Hamlet begins on a winter night on the ramparts of Elsinore Castle in Denmark. A ghost, revealed to be that of the recently deceased King of Denmark, is seen walking by the watch. Young Hamlet is quickly informed and confronts the ghost who tells him that he was murdered by Claudius, his brother and new king. The spirit of Hamlet’s father tells him to seek revenge by killing the new king.

Hamlet is thrown into a deep depression. Claudius and Gertrude worry about his mental state. Hamlet employs the services of a group of traveling players to see if his uncle Claudius is guilty. During the performance of a scene that closely resembles the murder as described by the old king’s ghost, Claudius’ reaction points to his guilt in Hamlet’s eyes.

After deciding not to kill his uncle while the latter is at prayer, Hamlet confronts his mother. Hearing a noise behind a curtain and thinking it is his uncle spying, Hamlet thrusts his sword through it, killing not Claudius, but Polonius. For this, the king banishes Hamlet to England.

Ophelia, stricken with grief at her father Polonius’s death, drowns herself. Her brother, Laertes, returns to Denmark from France in a rage, vowing revenge on Hamlet. Hamlet surprises all when he returns to Denmark, speaking of pirates that attacked his ship. Claudius plans to kill Hamlet by enticing him into a sword duel with Laertes and poisoning Laertes’ blade and a goblet of wine. The story climaxes with a dramatic duel that results in a tragic end.

Suggestions for Further Reading
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OTHER PLAYS BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

Romeo and Juliet
Julius Caesar
Macbeth
King Lear
Othello
Antony and Cleopatra


OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

Arthur Miller, Death of a Salesman © 1949

Oscar Wilde, The Importance of Being Earnest © 1895

Tennessee Williams, The Glass Menagerie © 1994

Homer, The Odyssey

Henrik Ibsen, A Doll’s House © 1879

Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray © 1890

George Bernard Shaw, Pygmalion © 1912

Joseph Stein, Fiddler on the Roof © 1964

Robert Harling, Steel Magnolias © 1987
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List of Vocabulary



ACT 1, SCENES 1 TO 3

• unfold • carefully • ground • liegemen • the Dane • approve • assail • t’illume • stay • on’t • avouch • parle • dead • brazen • mart • impress • sore • toward • whisper • emulate • esteemed • compact • gagèd • cov’nant • skirts • state • head • sort • question • disasters • precurse • still • the fates • climatures • blast • partisan • hies • confine • probation • takes • russet • befitted • sometime • dropping • dole • colleagued • gait • delated • suit • dread • slow • graces • vailèd • havior • obsequious • corse • grace • bruit • canon • merely • beteem • ere • gallèd • methinks • admiration • cap-a-pe • beaver • tell • warrant • hap • doubt • o’erwhelm • cautel • carve • credent • chariest • calumnious • effect • rede • bear’t • husbandry • season • tend • bethought • unsifted • ta’en • brokers • bawds







ACT 1, SCENES 4 TO 5

• eager • season • rouse • draughts • breach • traduced • forts • censure • canonized • inurned • disposition • sovereignty • artere • waxes • sulf’rous • forbid • harrow • combined • porpentine • duller • process • adulterate • hebenon • lazar-like • aught • uneffectual • fond • pernicious • o’ermaster ’t • hic et ubique • remove • antic







ACT 2, SCENE 1

• danskers • encompassment • drift • addicted • rank • drabbing • incontinency • fetch • sound • prenominate • carp • windlasses • affrighted • doublet • down-gyved • purport • fordoes • beshrew







ACT 2, SCENE 2

• sith • havior • gentry • entreaty • practices • liege • distemper • sift • levies • fine • threescore • crowns • pass • well-took • expostulate • art • surmise • excellent • faithful • reckon • above • fain • table-book • a-winking • resort • declension • try • carters • fishmonger • carrion • contrive • indifferent • privates • strumpet • goodly • halfpenny • free • modesties • consonancy • moult • firmament • paragon • coted • wont • eyases • ducats • swaddling-clouts • chanson • valenced • chopine • indict • couched • gules







ACT 3, SCENES 1 TO 2

• conference • affront • affliction • beauties • so • visage • rub • contumely • quietus • bodkin • fardels • cast • orisons • bawd • beck • calumny • musicked • trippingly • life • warrant • gait • election • commeddled • unkennel • stithy • jig-maker • within’s • hautboys • dumb-show • condole • miching • mallecho • sheen • thrift • mellow • hitherto • dallying • estate • ungallèd • vouchsafe • choler • stonish • pangs







ACT 3, SCENES 3 TO 4

• dispatch • provide • noyance • weal • gulf • forestalled • currents • limed • assay • strings • pat • purging • hent • relish • stays • screened • heat • idle • rood • glass • fortune • leave • brazed • bulwark • blister • contraction • rhapsody • tristful • mildewed • moor • err • sans • precedent • diadem • conceit • patience • portal • gambol • unction • bloat • gib • petard







ACT 4, SCENES 1 TO 4

• heaves • bestow • brainish • compounded • replication • distracted • maggots • bark • bent • cherub • process • haps • conveyance • powers • debate • straw • inform • fust • scruple • rightly • continent







ACT 4, SCENES 5 TO 7

• importunate • botch • ill-breeding • shoon • betime • tumbled • greenly • inter • buzzers • overpeering • cuckold • juggled • negligence • sensibly • bier • commune • ostentation • appointment • unsinewed • timbered • devise • incorpsed • demi-natured • scrimers • sanctuarize • sliver • fain







ACT 5, SCENE 1

• salvation • delver • argal • ditchers • easiness • jowls • chapless • quiddities • quilleies • recognizances • kibe • pocky • whoreson • gibes • chap-fallen • maimèd • strewments • splenitive • eisel







ACT 5, SCENE 2

• mutines • bilboes • indiscretion • rough-hew • scarfed • larded • ordinant • insinuation • portraiture • spacious • gentry • perdition • extolment • diction • semblable • unfellowed • augury • ordnance • swounds • havoc • mischance
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William Shakespeare
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William Shakespeare is the best-known playwright in the English language. He was born on or about the 23rd of April, 1564 in Stratford–Upon–Avon, Warwickshire. His father — John — was a wealthy local businessman and his mother — Mary — was the daughter of a landowner. He was one of eight siblings and the eldest surviving male.

Little of his formal education is known beyond his attendance at a local grammar school.
 
William married an older woman — Anne Hathaway — when he was only eighteen years old. They had three children: Susanna, and twins Judith and Hamnet. The son — Hamnet — died in childhood. He worked as an actor, director, and playwright in London as part owner of a troupe of players known as The Lord Chamberlain’s Men (later the King’s Men). He retired in 1613 to Stratford where he died on his fifty-second birthday in 1616.

Shakespeare’s plays have been studied more than any other writing in the English language. From the early 1590s until his retirement in 1613, Shakespeare wrote 38 plays, collaborated on as many as seven others, and wrote 154 sonnets as well as some longer poems.


[image: ]

•   Because so little of his educa tion is known, there is speculation that he was not, in fact, the author of an y of the works ascribed to him.

•   No contemporary description of Shakespeare’s appearance survives. The best-known likeness of him is called the Droeshout engraving (pictured above), which the contemporary playwright Ben Jonson attested was a good likeness of him.

•   One of the plays co-authored by Shakespeare — Henry VIII (with John Fletcher) — was written ten years after the death of Henry’s daughter Elizabeth I. On June 29, 1613, the night of its first performance at the Globe theater, the theater burned to the ground.
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Act One, Scenes 1 to 3







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	Do you believe in ghosts and the paranormal? Why or why not? Use evidence to prove your reasoning.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	If you found out that someone you cared about had been murdered, what would you do? How would you feel?
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word.












	t’illume
	compact
	precurse



	delated
	partisan
	o’erwhelm



	chariest
	credent
	













	 
	1.
	Miriam would have to bury her piggy bank in the backyard to make sure her little brother didn’t steal from it.



	 
	2.
	“So, we have an agreement, then,” June said.



	 
	3.
	Frank ended up in detention when he decided bringing a broad-bladed spear was a good idea for show and tell.



	 
	4.
	To clarify the mystery, David wanted to know Herman’s whereabouts on the night in question.



	 
	5.
	That he’d forgotten his homework on the bus wasn’t the greatest excuse, but is was at least believable.



	 
	6.
	Next to the ‘C-’ on her paper, Jennifer’s teacher had written, ‘Too little detail; this essay needs to be expanded.’



	 
	7.
	If Martin was going to avoid getting caught, he would have to be most cautious.



	 
	8.
	Jared found pieces of three pages of his essay in the hall, foreshadowing further trouble with a dog who loved to eat paper.
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Act One, Scenes 1 to 3









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	What was Horatio’s initial reaction to news of a ghost sighted on the battlements of Elsinore Castle?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	He believed they had seen something, though he doubted it was the old king.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	He thought they were only imagining things.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	He feared it was the old King and that it meant ill for Denmark.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	He had no idea that anyone had seen a ghost until it appeared to him.



	 
	b)
	Why was Denmark making and buying weapons and strengthening her watches?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	With the old King dead, Denmark feared an invasion from Norway.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	There was news of a planned assassination of the King.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	The son of the late King of Norway was raiding the borders.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	The new King was planning an invasion of Norway.



	 
	c)
	What reason did King Claudius give for marrying the old King’s widow — Gertrude — so quickly after the funeral of her husband?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	He did it to comfort the widow.
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	B
	Claudius wanted to secure the legitimacy of his reign.
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	C
	Prince Hamlet insisted on it.
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	D
	He didn’t want to show weakness because of the invasion by Fortinbras.



	 
	d)
	What did Laertes ask of the King?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Permission to marry.
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	B
	Leave to go back to school in France.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	To be excused from military service.
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	D
	That his sister be confined to a nunnery.



	 
	e)
	Of what did Hamlet accuse his mother?
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	A
	Committing adultery with Claudius.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Committing adultery against Claudius.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Murdering the old King.
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	D
	Pretending to grieve while secretly rejoicing in her husband’s death.
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Act One, Scenes 1 to 3







	Answer each question in a complete sentence.



	1.
	What question did Marcellus ask Horatio?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What did Horatio say in answer to the question Marcellus asked?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What advice did Claudius and Gertrude give to Prince Hamlet?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Besides his father’s death, what troubles Hamlet?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What advice do both her father and her brother give to Ophelia?
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	Put yourself in Hamlet’s place: your father has died and your mother marries your uncle less than a month later. Write a journal entry in which you express your feelings about your situation.
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Act One, Scenes 4 and 5







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	If you heard a rumor that a loved one’s death was murder, would you investigate yourself? Why or why not? What does this reveal about Hamlet’s character?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Would you seek the advice and help of friends in your investigation of your loved one’s death? Explain your reasoning.
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.













	 1 
	season
	 
	Motionlessly entombed
	 A 



	 2 
	draughts
	 
	Anything; whatever
	 B 



	 3 
	censure
	 
	Evil; wicked
	 C 



	 4 
	inurned
	 
	Strong or vehement expression of disapproval
	 D 



	 5 
	waxes
	 
	Increases in extent, quantity, intensity, power, etc.
	 E 



	 6 
	combined
	 
	Time
	 F 



	 7 
	adulterate
	 
	Change position
	 G 



	 8 
	aught
	 
	Unchaste
	 H 



	 9 
	pernicious
	 
	The act or an instance of drinking; a gulp or swallow
	 I 



	 10 
	remove
	 
	Interconnected and joined
	 J 
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Act One, Scenes 4 and 5











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.




	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Hamlet is angry at Claudius for not inviting him to drink with him.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	When Hamlet first sees the ghost, he asks it whether it is of heaven or of hell.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Marcellus and Horatio beg Hamlet not to follow the ghost away from them.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Hamlet’s friends resolve not to follow him.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Hamlet tells the ghost he does not want to hear about Purgatory.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	The ghost commands Hamlet to leave his mother out of his plans for revenge.














	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.



	 
	 
	a)
	The ghost will not tell of its time in Purgatory.



	 
	 
	b)
	Hamlet complains about his uncle’s partying.



	 
	 
	c)
	Hamlet meets his friends on the battlements.



	 
	 
	d)
	The ghost warns Hamlet against harming his mother.



	 
	 
	e)
	Hamlet follows the ghost of his father.



	 
	 
	f)
	The ghost tells Hamlet that his (the ghost’s) brother murdered him.
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Act One, Scenes 4 and 5







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	According to the ghost, what would happen to Hamlet, if he were to tell what Purgatory was like?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How did Hamlet respond when he was told that his father had been murdered?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Besides murder, of what else does the ghost of King Hamlet accuse Claudius?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	How did Claudius murder King Hamlet?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What made the manner of King Hamlet’s murder especially bad?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What was Hamlet’s reply when Horatio and Marcellus asked what the ghost had said?
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	One day your best friend tells you the ghost of her father wants her to avenge his murder. In your journal, record the conversation as you imagine it would go. Include any emotion that you or your friend would feel throughout this conversation.
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Act Two, Scene 1







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	Would you be surprised if your parents were to have someone follow you when you go off to college? Why or why not? How would this make you feel?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How would you react when you found out? How would this compare to Laertes’ character?
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.












	encompassment
	drift
	rank



	drabbing
	incontinency
	prenominate



	windlasses
	doublet
	












	1.
	The ________ candidate came in third in the election, largely because most had forgotten he was on the ballot.



	2.
	I haven’t read the paper in detail, but I’ve skimmed it and I have the ________.



	3.
	Jeremy’s ________ was a bit too formal even for the school dance.



	4.
	I wish you would come to the point; this ________ is exhausting.



	5.
	Jody never came at people straight on; she always took ________.



	6.
	It’s always safer to go ________ than to trust your heart to a stranger.



	7.
	If it weren’t for his complete ________, George might have made a decent boyfriend.



	8.
	Rena could tell before she took the first ________ sip that the milk had gone bad.
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Act Two, Scene 1







	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the scene.



	a)
	Take you, as ’twere, some ________ knowledge of him,/As thus: “I know his father and his friends,/And in part him.” Do you mark this, Reynaldo?



	b)
	You laying these slight sullies on my son,/As ’twere a thing a little ________ wi’th’ working –



	c)
	Or then, or then, with such or such, “and as you say,/There was ‘a gaming,” “there o’ertook in ’s rouse,”/”There falling out at tennis.” or perchance/“I saw him enter such a house of sale,”/ ________ a brothel, or so forth.



	d)
	This is the very ecstasy of love,/Whose violent ________ fordoes itself/And leads the will to desperate undertakings/As oft as any passion under heaven/That does afflict our natures.



	e)
	To ________ beyond ourselves in our opinions/As it is common for the younger sort/To lack discretion.











	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.












	fetch
	sound
	carp



	affrighted
	beshrew
	












	a)
	“Please do not ________ me with requests for extensions on this assignment,” the teacher said.



	b)
	“How many ________ did you get?” Jim’s sister asked.



	c)
	Joey’s sister was not the least ________ by his surprise.



	d)
	Darlene thought that the offer was genuine, but learned it was just a ________.



	e)
	“Did you ________ him on his choice for mayor?” Judy asked.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Two, Scene 1







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	What was the first thing Reynaldo was to do, upon arriving in Paris?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	After finding people who knew Polonius’ son — Laertes — what was Reynaldo supposed to do?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What was the reason Polonius wanted Reynaldo to behave as he did?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What frightened Ophelia?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What did Polonius conclude from Ophelia’s report?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What was the course of action Polonius decided on?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	You go to another city for college or university and you find that many of your new friends are being asked strange questions and being told slanders about your behavior. You suspect that one of your parents is doing this. Write a journal entry in which you confront the offending parent on the phone.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Two, Scene 2







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	If you noticed a sudden change in a friend’s behavior or mood, what would you do? Would you become concerned? Would you ignore it? How does this compare to the characters in the play?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Would you spy on a friend if you thought it was for their own good? Why or why not?
Explain your reasoning.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.












	entreaty
	distemper
	expostulate



	declension
	carrion
	strumpet



	modesties
	paragon
	












	1.
	Joanne begged Nigel to forgive her, but he was deaf to her ________.



	2.
	David decided not to order food after the smell of ________ drifted out from the restaurant’s kitchen.



	3.
	Rachel hated Barbara, who the teacher constantly held up as a ________ of scholastic achievement.



	4.
	Jordan decided to confront Jaime to ________ on the foolishness of her decision.



	5.
	Hillary thought hanging with a ________ was a cool sounding idea even after Nigel told her what that was.



	6.
	The ________ of the hill made Bob nervous about skiing down it.



	7.
	Robert declined the invitation to go clubbing with his friends; his ________ forbade it.



	8.
	George’s rooms exhibited an uncharacteristic ________, indicating that something was really bothering him.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Two, Scene 2







	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the scene.



	a)
	Upon our first, he sent out to suppress/His nephew’s levies, which to him appeared/To be a preparation ‘gainst the ________,/But, better looked into, he truly found/It was against Your Highness.



	b)
	A happiness that often madness hits on, which reason and sanity could not so ________ be delivered of. I will leave him and suddenly contrive the means of meeting between him and my daughter.



	c)
	What a piece of work is a man! How noble in reason, how infinite in faculties, in form and moving how express and admirable, in action how like an angel, in apprehension how like a god! The beauty of the world, the ________ of animals!



	d)
	Nay, their endeavor keeps in the wonted pace. But there is, sir, an aerie of children, little _______, that cry out on the top of question and are most tyrannically clapped for’t.



	e)
	One speech in’t I chiefly loved: ’twas Aeneas’ tale to Dido, and ________ of it especially when he speaks of Priam’s slaughter.











	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.












	sith
	valenced
	havior



	liege
	consonancy
	












	a)
	I didn’t mind the constant favors, but he kept calling me, “My ________,” the whole time.



	b)
	The portrait would have looked better, were it not ________ in yellow paint.



	c)
	________ neither of us had the time, I conned my sister into walking the dog.



	d)
	After the third fistfight, I concluded that there was a distinct lack of ________ in the boardroom.



	e)
	The ________ of some board members left a lot to be desired.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Two, Scene 2







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	Whom did Claudius ask to spy on Hamlet?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What did Polonius think was the cause of Hamlet’s madness?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What does Polonius propose to prove his suspicions regarding Hamlet?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	After the depressing conversation with Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, what lifts Hamlet’s mood?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What request does Hamlet make of the players?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What does Hamlet hope to achieve by his request?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Suppose you knew someone who had done something bad. Instead of confronting them with it, you decide to try to get them to admit what they did on their own. Write a journal entry in which you plan and execute something which you think will get your friend to confess.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Three, Scenes 1 and 2







	





	[image: ]



	affliction
calumny
commeddled
conference
fardels
hitherto
mallecho
musicked
orisons
quietus
stonish
thrift
trippingly
vouchsafe
warrant







	[image: ]











	Across
	Down



	1. slander

2. release from debt or life

3. harmonious

7. burdens of sin or sorrow

10. prayers

11. pain or calamity

14. thus far

	1. mixed together

4. amaze

5. speech

6. mischief or misdeeds

8. lightly or nimbly

9. promise or guarantee

12. frugality

13. grant or bestow













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Three, Scenes 1 and 2







	1.
	Complete the soliloquy by filling in each blank with the correct words from the scenes.




To be, or not to be, that is the question:/Whether ’tis nobler in the mind to [image: ]/ The slings and arrows of outrageous [image: ],/Or to take arms against a sea of troubles/And by opposing end them. To die, to sleep—/No more—and by a sleep to say we end/The [image: ] and the thousand natural shocks/That flesh is heir to. ’Tis a consummation/Devoutly to be [image: ]. To die, to sleep;/To sleep, perchance to dream. Ay, there’s the [image: ],/For in that sleep of death [image: ] dreams may come,/When we have shuffled off this mortal [image: ],/Must give us pause. There’s the [image: ]/That makes calamity of so long life./For who would bear the whips and [image: ] of time,/Th’oppressor’s [image: ], the proud man’s [image: ],/The [image: ] of disprized love, the law’s delay,/The insolence of office, and the [image: ]/That patient merit of th’unworthy takes,/When he himself might his [image: ] make/With a bare [image: ]? Who would [image: ] bear,/To grunt and sweat under a weary life,/But that the dread of something after death,/The undiscovered country from whose [image: ]/No traveler returns, [image: ] the will,/And makes us rather bear those ills we have/Than fly to others that we know not of?/Thus [image: ] does make cowards of us all;/And thus the native hue of resolution/Is [image: ] o’er with the pale cast of thought,/And enterprises of great pitch and [image: ]/With this regard their currents turn [image: ]/And lose the name of action.









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Three, Scenes 1 and 2







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	What does Gertrude say to Ophelia just before her meeting with Hamlet?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What is Hamlet’s soliloquy in Act Three, Scene 1 about?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What does Hamlet conclude about what comes after death?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	How does Hamlet respond when Ophelia tries to return the gifts he has given her?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	How does Hamlet respond to his mother’s invitation to sit beside her to watch the play?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What does Hamlet see that convinces him of his uncle’s guilt?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Imagine that you have betrayed a friend in a non-serious, but nasty way. Write a journal entry in which you go through a whole day where everything reminds you of the nasty thing you did. Be sure to include your emotions as you go through this day.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Three, Scenes 3 and 4







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	Is there a difference between revenge and justice? If so, what is it? Do the characters in this play take part in revenge or justice? What does this say about those characters?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Do you think that Hamlet is completely faking his madness? Why or why not? Use evidence from the text to support your claim.



	 
	 



	 
	 





[image: ] Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.














	1.
	Heaven’s face does glow/O’er this solidity and compound mass/With tristful visage, as against the doom,/Is thought-sick at the act.



	 
	a)
	mirthful
	b)
	wicked
	c)
	sad
	d)
	wealthy



	2.
	I your commission will forthwith dispatch,/And he to England shall along with you.



	 
	a)
	complete
	b)
	end
	c)
	kill
	d)
	send



	3.
	A murderer and a villain,/A slave that is not twentieth part the tithe/Of your precedent lord, a vice of kings,/A cutpurse of the empire and the rule,/That from a shelf the precious diadem stole/And put it in his pocket!



	 
	a)
	leading
	b)
	preceding
	c)
	later
	d)
	prior



	4.
	O limèd soul, that, struggling to be free,/Art more engaged!



	 
	a)
	lit
	b)
	trapped
	c)
	outlined
	d)
	painted



	5.
	Sense, sure, you have,/Else could you not have motion, but sure that sense/Is apoplexed, for madness would not err,/Nor sense to ecstasy was ne’er so thralled,/But it reserved some quantity of choice/To serve in such a difference.



	 
	a)
	lapse
	b)
	sin
	c)
	stray
	d)
	transgress



	6.
	The single and peculiar life is bound/With all the strength and armor of the mind/To keep itself from noyance, but much more/That spirit upon whose weal depends and rests/The lives of many.



	 
	a)
	welfare
	b)
	benefit
	c)
	nature
	d)
	wound














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Three, Scenes 3 and 4









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	How did Claudius convince Rosencrantz and Guildenstern to hurry Hamlet to England?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	By promising them a lot of money.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	By threatening their families.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	By persuading them that any threat to Claudius himself was a threat to Denmark.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	By telling them Hamlet meant to harm their families.



	 
	b)
	Why didn’t Hamlet kill Claudius when he found him at prayer?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Hamlet feared his uncle would go to heaven if he died while praying.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Hamlet thought he himself might be struck down if he killed a praying man.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Hamlet’s father had warned him not to kill Claudius while he was praying.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Hamlet had second thoughts about whether or not the ghost was real.



	 
	c)
	Why does Polonius cry for help from his hiding place?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	He saw a rat.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Hamlet discovered him.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Hamlet tried to kill him.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	He heard Gertrude crying out, thinking Hamlet was going to kill her.



	 
	d)
	How does Hamlet torment Gertrude?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	He compares his father to Claudius, favoring the former.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	He accuses her of lustfulness.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	He doesn’t; merely leaves with the body of Polonius.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Both A and B.



	 
	e)
	Why does Gertrude think Hamlet has gone mad?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Hamlet has been so cruel to her.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Hamlet speaks to the air as if to his dead father.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	His love-sickness for Ophelia has made him so.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	His unreasonable hatred for Claudius.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Three, Scenes 3 and 4







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	What did the ghost of Hamlet’s father forbid him from doing? Why?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why was Claudius so anxious to have Hamlet go to England?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why was Claudius worried that he wouldn’t be forgiven for his sin?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What advice did Polonius give to Gertrude on how to deal with her son?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	To what does Hamlet compare his uncle? Why is this significant?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	How does Gertrude react when Hamlet tells her that Claudius is sending him to England?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Suppose Hamlet is just delusional. How should he be handled? Write a journal entry in which Hamlet’s mother arranges an intervention to convince Hamlet that he has a problem. Write from the perspective of Hamlet, his mother, and any other person who would be present at this intervention.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Four, Scenes 1 to 4







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	Would you ever help a close friend hide a body? Why or why not?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Do you think exile would be a good punishment for a serious crime? Why or why not? What alternatives can you think of?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Circle the correct word that matches the meaning of the underlined word.

















	1.
	It will be laid to us, whose providence/Should have kept short, restrained, and out of haunt/This mad young man.



	 
	a)
	meet
	b)
	house
	c)
	hangout
	d)
	follow



	2.
	Come, Gertrude, we’ll call up our wisest friends/And let them know both what we mean to do/And what’s untimely done.



	 
	a)
	unseasonably
	b)
	never
	c)
	often
	d)
	once



	3.
	Ay, sir, that soaks up the King’s countenance, his rewards, his authorities.



	 
	a)
	face
	b)
	feeling
	c)
	goodwill
	d)
	joy



	4.
	Yet must not we put the strong law on him./He’s loved of the distracted multitude,/Who like not in their judgment, but their eyes,/And where ‘tis so, th’offender’s scourge is weighed,/But never the offence.



	 
	a)
	lazy
	b)
	confused
	c)
	angry
	d)
	disinterested



	5.
	Not where he eats, but where ’a is eaten. A certain convocation of politic worms are e’en at him.



	 
	a)
	ritual
	b)
	mob
	c)
	group
	d)
	meeting



	6.
	Two thousand souls and twenty thousand ducats/Will not debate the question of this straw.



	 
	a)
	settle
	b)
	argue
	c)
	resolve
	d)
	determine














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Four, Scenes 1 to 4







	Fill in each blank with the correct word from these scenes.



	a)
	To draw apart the body he hath killed,/O’er whom his very ________, like some ore/Among a mineral of metals base,/Shows itself pure.



	b)
	And from his mother’s ________ hath he dragged him.



	c)
	I am glad of it. A ________ speech sleeps in a foolish ear.



	d)
	Without, my lord; ________, to know your pleasure.



	e)
	The ________ is ready, and the wind at help,/Th’associates tend, and everything is bent/For England.











	[image: ]
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.












	compounded
	replication
	maggots



	process
	conveyance
	scruple












	a)
	Waiting for Jo’s ________ to her text was becoming a chore, for Brenda.



	b)
	Despite being deep-fried, finding out his salad had been garnished with ________, wasn’t enough to spoil Herb’s appetite.



	c)
	Nancy had a ________ about getting answers from her older sister’s paper for her take-home test.



	d)
	Being late for school was bad enough, but ________ with having to walk in the rain, made today an especially nasty Monday.



	e)
	The worst part of being caught cheating was the ________ with the teacher to the principal’s office.



	f)
	Obeying the teacher’s ________ to remain silent during the test was more difficult than Felicia expected.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Four, Scenes 1 to 4







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	According to Gertrude, what was Hamlet’s attitude toward the death of Polonius? What does this say about each character?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How does Hamlet respond to Rosencrantz and Guildenstern’s request for the body of Polonius?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why doesn’t Claudius arrest Hamlet for the death of Polonius? What does this say about social conventions of the time?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	How does Hamlet respond when the King asks him where Polonius is?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	How does Claudius plan to get rid of Hamlet?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What does Hamlet think when he learns that the Norwegians are planning to fight Poland over a worthless patch of land?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Write a journal entry in which Rosencrantz and Guildenstern tell Hamlet of Claudius’s plot to have him killed and the three journey back to Elsinore Castle to confront Claudius. Write from the viewpoint of each person involved.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Four, Scenes 5 to 7







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	What would have happened if Hamlet had killed Claudius as soon as he heard about the murder? How would this affect the events that follow?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What would have happened if Hamlet had dismissed the ghost as a devil and accepted his father’s death? How would this affect the events that follow?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure the meaning of each word is clear in your sentences.










	Importunate
	 



	 










	Shoon
	 



	 










	Buzzers
	 



	 










	Cuckold
	 



	 










	Bier
	 



	 










	Ostentation
	 



	 










	Unsinewed
	 



	 










	Sanctuarize
	 



	 














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Four, Scenes 5 to 7







	1.
	Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct word from these scenes.




Oh, this is the poison of deep grief; it [image: ]/All from her father’s death—and now behold!/Oh, Gertrude, Gertrude,/When [image: ] come, they come not single spies,/But in [image: ]. First, her father slain;/Next, your son gone, and he most [image: ] author/Of his own just remove; the people [image: ],/Thick and unwholesome in their thoughts and [image: ],/For good Polonius’ death—and we have done but greenly,/In [image: ] to inter him; poor Ophelia/Divided from herself and her fair [image: ],/Without the which we are pictures, or mere beasts;/Last, and as much [image: ] as all these,/Her brother is in secret come from France,/Feeds on this [image: ], keeps himself in clouds,/And wants not [image: ] to infect his ear/With [image: ] speeches of his father’s death,/Wherein necessity, of matter [image: ],/Will nothing stick our person to [image: ]/In ear and ear. Oh, my dear Gertrude, this,/Like to a murd’ring piece, in many places/Gives me [image: ]death.







	2.
	Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:

















	a)
	What was Ophelia singing about?
	 
	b)
	What does Laertes demand of Claudius?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Flowers
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Justice for his slain father.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Hamlet
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	His father’s body.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Chaos, death, unrequited love
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	His sister’s whereabouts.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Her father
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Revenge upon Hamlet.



	c)
	What does Claudius promise Laertes?
	 
	d)
	Who tells Laertes that Hamlet killed his father?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Satisfaction for his father’s death.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Polonius’s ghost



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Justice for his slain father.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Ophelia



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Hamlet’s head.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Gertrude



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	The return of his sister’s sanity.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Claudius












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Four, Scenes 5 to 7







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	What convinced Gertrude to speak to Ophelia? What does this say about her character?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What does the letter from Hamlet to Horatio say?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	How does Claudius react to news that Hamlet is alive and back in Denmark?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What is Claudius’ plan?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What is Laertes’ contribution to the plot?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	How did Ophelia die?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Write a journal entry describing the capture of Hamlet’s ship by pirates and his bargaining to be taken back to Denmark.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Five, Scene 1







	Answer the questions in a complete sentence.



	1.
	Do you think humor at a funeral is in bad taste? Why or why not. Use evidence to support your opinion.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Is Hamlet to blame for Ophelia’s death? Why or why not.



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word that does not belong. Then, write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.

















	1.
	a)
	knocks

	b)
	jowls

	c)
	cheek

	d)
	strikes



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	a)
	quiddities
 
	b)
	quibbling
	c)
	nit-picking
	d)
	essences



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	a)
	bonds
	b)
	acknowledgements
	c)
	understandings
	d)
	recognizances



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	a)
	dirt

	b)
	wreaths

	c)
	strewments

	d)
	garlands



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	a)
	mount

	b)
	eisel

	c)
	vinegar

	d)
	acetum



	 
	 



	 
	 














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Five, Scene 1









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	How long had the first gravedigger been digging graves?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	It’s his first day.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Since before old King Hamlet was born.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Since the days of the old King’s defeat of Old Fortinbras.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Since the death of the old King.



	 
	b)
	Whose skull does Hamlet end up holding?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	His father’s



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	His grandfather’s



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Ophelia’s



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	The old King’s jester



	 
	c)
	How does Hamlet learn who is being buried?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Gertrude tells him.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Claudius tells him.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	He hears Gertrude lament that Ophelia never married Hamlet.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	He sees the body when the casket is opened.



	 
	d)
	What do Hamlet and Laertes argue over?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Who loved Ophelia best.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Whether or not Ophelia was a suicide.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Whether Claudius is the rightful King.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Polonius’s death.



	 
	e)
	What is Gertrude’s reaction to Hamlet’s behavior?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	She pities him.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	She tries to comfort him.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	She condemns his madness.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	She faints.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Five, Scene 1







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	What does the gravedigger answer when Hamlet asks whose grave he is digging?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	While holding a skull, what does Hamlet realize?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Who escorts the coffin that comes to the graveyard?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What is Laertes’ argument with the priest?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What does Hamlet do when he realizes who is in the coffin?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	How does Claudius react to Hamlet’s behavior at the gravesite?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Write a journal entry in which Laertes decides not to follow Claudius’ advice, but determines to confront Hamlet on his own terms. Consider the following when writing the confrontation: Does Laertes intend to kill Hamlet immediately? Will he want explanations for what happened to his father? To his sister? What are the odds that Hamlet can talk Laertes into sparing him? Or into helping him in his plan for revenge? Will he try to do either one?














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Five, Scene 2







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	How would you react if you felt that destiny was forcing you to a certain course of
action?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Do you think dueling would be a good way to settle disputes? Why or why not? What are some other things you could do to settle disputes?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Choose a word from the list that means the same as the underlined word.












	bilboes
	scarfed
	extolment



	insinuation
	portraiture
	perdition



	semblable
	havoc
	













	 
	1.
	“I come to bury Caesar, not to praise him.” —Julius Caesear, Act Three, Scene 2.



	 
	2.
	A picture is not the essence of a thing, but only its image.



	 
	3.
	It is not the chains on our ankles, but the shackles in our minds that bind us.



	 
	4.
	It shall continue forever without termination or diminution of effect.



	 
	5.
	The scene of the fire was one of complete and utter devastation.



	 
	6.
	The length of rope was wrapped around him like a snake.



	 
	7.
	The implication of the letter was that Peter was not at home after all.



	 
	8.
	The essence of art is the discovery of our inner selves.
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Act Five, Scene 2











	1.

	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.




	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Hamlet is convinced that divine providence governs his life.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Laertes asks Hamlet directly for a duel.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	The King asks Hamlet to try to make peace with Laertes.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Laertes forgives Hamlet for the death of his father and sister.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Gertrude offers Hamlet the poisoned cup before drinking herself.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Hamlet forces Claudius to drink from the poisoned cup before running him through with the poisoned sword.














	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.



	 
	 
	a)
	Hamlet accepts Laertes’ request for a duel.



	 
	 
	b)
	Claudius assures Gertrude that Hamlet will win.



	 
	 
	c)
	Hamlet talks to Horatio about his escape from the ship headed for England.



	 
	 
	d)
	Laertes is wounded with the poisoned sword.



	 
	 
	e)
	Gertrude drinks from Hamlet’s goblet.



	 
	 
	f)
	Gertrude dies.
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Act Five, Scene 2







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	How did Hamlet find out what was planned for him by his Uncle?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What did Hamlet do when he found out that his uncle planned to have him killed?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What happened after Laertes wounded Hamlet with the poisoned tip of his sword?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why didn’t Claudius’s first drink from Hamlet’s cup not poison him?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why do Hamlet and Laertes forgive one another for their deaths?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Who rules Denmark after Hamlet’s own death?
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	Write a journal entry following Rosencrantz and Guildenstern on their way to England after Hamlet has departed. Imagine that they discover the forged letter condemning them to death. What would they do?
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Act 1

What if there was no murder?

The death of Hamlet’s father and his mother’s hasty remarriage to his uncle caused Hamlet so much distress that he was borderline suicidal. All this before he was told that his father was murdered by his uncle.

Speculate: how might the story have gone differently if no ghost made an appearance to indict Claudius. Write a summary of how you think the story might have gone.
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Act 2, Scene 1

Irrelevant to the Play?

It has been argued that this scene has no relevance to the play as a whole. However, careful examination shows that it reflects and may even be thought to summarize later events in the play.

Write a brief essay showing how the events in this scene mirror larger events later in the play. Consider the following when writing: Polonius’ behavior regarding his son compared to his advice to Claudius regarding Hamlet; Hamlet’s odd behavior with Ophelia; Hamlet’s plans to discover the truth of the ghost’s claims and his plans for revenge.
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Act 2, Scene 2

Direct Confrontation

Spying and deception are the main features of this longest scene in the play. None of the players confront anyone about any of their fears and suspicions. Instead, they spy or hire spies, hoping for information indirectly.

Rewrite this scene, having all the players confront each other directly about their suspicions.
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Act 3

To Be or Not To Be

The most famous and analysed passage in the whole of Western literature is in Act 3. It is Hamlet’s famous “To Be or Not To Be” soliloquy. There are many interpretations of these lines by many scholars.

Using any external references that you like, write your own interpretation of this soliloquy. What do you think Hamlet is actually saying here?
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Act 4

Hamlet’s Sanity

Hamlet’s plan to hide behind a mask of insanity to disguise his intentions seems to have worked very well—maybe too well.

Is Hamlet insane? Write a short essay arguing that Hamlet is in fact mad. Cite his behavior in the play to support your thesis.
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Act 5

Divine Providence

Considering how the play ends, Hamlet’s assessment that his mission to avenge his father’s death has divine sanction seems doubtful. Perhaps the divine was working for another purpose, or helping another party.

Write a scene for the play which indicates that Fortinbras—the real beneficiary of the whole affair—prayed for help in conquering Denmark.
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Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are written backwards.









	beshrew
	calumny
	credent
	declension



	distemper
	drabbing
	fardels
	fust



	mallecho
	methinks
	modesties
	patience



	porpentine
	precurse
	strumpet
	swounds



	unction
	unsinewed
	valenced
	visage
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Comprehension Quiz








	Answer each question in a complete sentence.
	[image: ]



	1.
	Who first sees the ghost of Hamlet’s father?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	2.
	What was Claudius’ explanation for his hasty marriage to Gertrude?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	How did Claudius kill King Hamlet?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	4.
	What does the ghost command Hamlet to do?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What does Polonius think is the cause of Hamlet’s madness?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	6.
	To what does Hamlet compare Denmark?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	7.
	What is the name of the play performed in Hamlet?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:  /15
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Comprehension Quiz








	8.
	How does Hamlet react when Ophelia tries to give him back the gifts he gave her?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	9.
	How does Hamlet plan to use the play to expose Claudius?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	10.
	What stops Hamlet from tormenting his mother with comparisons between the old King and Claudius?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	11.
	What worries Claudius about Hamlet’s murder of Polonius?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	12.
	What changes Laertes’ mind about listening to Claudius?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	13.
	How did Hamlet get back to Norway?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	14.
	Why did Gertrude drink from the poisoned cup?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:  /13












	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 



1. o’erwhelm



2. compact

3. partisan

4. t’illume

5. credent

6. delated

7. chariest

8. precurse


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  B

b) [image: ]  C

c) [image: ]  D

d) [image: ]  B

e) [image: ]  D


	
   1.   

Marcellus asked Horatio why there is such a strict watch all over Denmark; why cannons are being made and other weapons bought; and why warships are being built.



   2.   

Horatio replies that the son of the old King of Norway — Fortinbras — is gathering an army to invade Denmark to take back land ceded to the old King Hamlet many years before.



   3.   

Seeing he was still mourning his dead father, Claudius and Gertrude advised Hamlet to cease, claiming that prolonged grief dishonors heaven.



   4.   

Hamlet is troubled by the marriage of his widowed mother to his father’s brother — Claudius — only a month after his father’s death.



   5.   

Polonius and Laertes both advise Ophelia to break off her affair with Hamlet, fearing that he will use and discard her.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 



1. F



2. I



3. D



4. A



5. E



6. J



7. H



8. B



9. C



10. G


	
   1.   

a)   F 



b)   T 



c)   T 



d)   F 



e)   F 



f)   T 



   2.   

a)  4



b)  2



c)  1



d)  6



e)  3



f)  5


	
[image: ]

   1.   

The tale of Purgatory would lacerate Hamlet’s soul, freeze his blood, burst his eyes, and his hair stand out like porcupine quills.



   2.   

Hamlet begged the ghost to say who it was so that he could swiftly revenge the murder.



   3.   

The ghost accuses Claudius of seducing his wife and carrying an affair even before the King wed her.



   4.   

Claudius poured the juice of the hebenon into the King’s ear while he slept in his orchard.



   5.   

King Hamlet was killed while he was sleeping and thus unable to receive the last rites



   6.   

Hamlet refused to answer and swore them to silence regarding the entire event.





	
11

	
12

	
13

	
14

	
15

	
16
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   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 



1. prenominate



2. drift



3. doublet



4. encompassment



5. windlasses



6. drabbing



7. incontinency



8. rank


	
   1.   

a) distant

b) soiled

c) Videlicetlicet

d) property

e) cast



   2.   

a) distant

b) soiled

c) Videlicetlicet

d) property

e) cast


	
   1.   

Reynaldo was instructed to find any Danes that were in the city.



   2.   

Reynaldo was to accuse Laertes of drinking, fighting, gambling, and whoring.



   3.   

Polonius was hoping that, by the reaction of the Danes in Paris who knew Laertes, to know how his son was behaving and to teach his son the value of reputation.



   4.   

Hamlet came to her sewing room dishevelled and looking like a mad man.



   5.   

Polonius thought that Hamlet was driven mad because Ophelia had spurned his advances.



   6.   

Polonius thought that it was best to inform the King of Hamlet’s appearance and demeanor.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 



1. entreaty



2. carrion



3. paragon



4. expostulate

5. strumpet



6. declension



7. modesties



8. distemper


	
   1.   



a) Polack



b) prosperously



c) paragon



d) eyases



e) thereabout



   2.   

a) liege



b) prosperously



c) Sith



d) consonancy



e) havior


	
   1.   

Claudius asked Hamlet’s school friends Rosencrantz and Guildenstern to spy on their friend, Hamlet.



   2.   

Polonius was sure that Hamlet’s madness was the result of Ophelia’s spurning of his advances.



   3.   

Polonius asks the King to join him in spying on Hamlet and Ophelia, when the latter returns Hamlet’s gifts.



   4.   

Hamlet’s mood is elevated by the arrival of a group of players.



   5.   

Hamlet asks the players to read additional lines that he will provide them for the evening’s performance.



   6.   

Hamlet hopes to prove that his uncle murdered his father by witnessing his uncle’s reaction to the lines Hamlet added to the play





	
17

	
18

	
19

	
20

	
21

	
22

















	
 Vocabulary 

Across

1. calumny

2. quietus

3. musicked

7. fardels

10. orisons

11. affliction

14. hitherto



Down

1. commeddled

4. stonish

5. conference

6. mallecho

8. trippingly

9. warrant

12. thrift

13. vouchsafe


	
   1.   

a) suffer

b) fortune

c) heartache

d) wished

e) rub

f) what

g) coil

h) respect

i) scorns

j) wrong

k) contumely

l) pangs

m) spurns

n) quietus

o) bodkin

p) fardels

q) bourn

r) puzzles

s) conscience

t) sicklied

u) moment

v) awry


	
   1.   

Gertrude tells Ophelia that she hopes that Ophelia and Hamlet can patch up their romance so that Hamlet can get on with his life.



   2.   

Hamlet’s soliloquy is on the nature of being and nothingness.



   3.   

Hamlet hopes that death is the end, but fears that it is not.



   4.   

Hamlet denies ever having given her any gifts or ever loving her.



   5.   

Hamlet instead lies at Ophelia’s feet to watch the play.



   6.   

Hamlet watches his uncle order the play stopped when he sees the player King murdered in the manner in which the ghost told Hamlet he himself was murdered by Claudius.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 

1. c



2. a



3. d



4. b

5. c



6. a


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  C

b) [image: ]  A

c) [image: ]  D

d) [image: ]  D

e) [image: ]  B


	
[image: ]

   1.   

The ghost forbade Hamlet to harm Gertrude in any way. Answers will vary.



   2.   

Claudius began to suspect that Hamlet knew what the King had done and was afraid for his life.



   3.   

Claudius was unwilling to give up what he had gained by murdering his brother.



   4.   

Polonius advised Gertrude to be blunt in dealing with her son.



   5.   

Hamlet compares Claudius to an infection in King Hamlet’s ear. This is significant because Claudius poisoned King Hamlet through his ear.



   6.   

Gertrude says she had forgotten.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 

1. c



2. a



3. c



4. b



5. d



6. b


	
   1.   

a) madness

b) closet

c) knavish

d) guarded

e) bark



 Vocabulary 

a) replication

b) maggots

c) scruple

d) conveyance

e) process

f) process


	
   1.   

According to his mother, Hamlet was sorry that he had killed Polonius. Answers will vary.



   2.   

Hamlet refuses to answer, calling them parasites of the court, and mocking their intelligence.



   3.   

Hamlet remains free because of his popularity with the Danes. Answers will vary.



   4.   

Before finally telling Claudius where the body is, he torments the King with images of the body being eaten by worms.



   5.   

Claudius plans to send Hamlet to England, where a letter given to the King by Rosencrantz and Guildenstern will lead to Hamlet’s death.



   6.   

Hamlet wonders why he cannot act to avenge his father, when men are willing to die for something worthless.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

a) springs



b) sorrows



c) battalions



d) violent



e) muddied



f) whispers



g) hugger-mugger



h) judgment



i) containing



j) wonder



k) buzzers



l) pestilent



m) beggared



n) arraign



o) superfluous

   2.   

a) [image: ]  C

b) [image: ]  B

c) [image: ]  A

d) [image: ]  D


	
   1.   

Gertrude didn’t want Ophelia’s behavior to draw unwelcomed attention to the crown. Answers will vary.



   2.   

The letter says that pirates, with whom Hamlet was able to barter passage back to Denmark, captured Hamlet’s ship.



   3.   

Claudius asks Laertes to help him in a plan to murder Hamlet



   4.   

Claudius will arrange a fencing duel in which Laertes’ sword will be the only one with a sharp point.



   5.   

Laertes plans to poison his blade so that even a scratch will kill Hamlet.



   6.   

Ophelia drowned after accidently falling into a brook while picking flowers.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 

Reasons will vary.



1. c

2. d

3. c

4. a

5. a


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  C

b) [image: ]  D

c) [image: ]  C

d) [image: ]  A

e) [image: ]  C


	
   1.   

The gravedigger reveals only that it is the grave of one who was a woman.



   2.   

Answers may vary but should mention that Hamlet realizes that death reduces evven the greatest people to trivial objects.



   3.   

The coffin is escorted by Claudius, Gertrude and Laertes, as well as other mourners.



   4.   

Laertes wants Ophelia buried with full Christian rites, but the priest says that it cannot be because Ophelia committed suicide.



   5.   

Hamlet attacks Laertes who has jumped onto the coffin.



   6.   

Claudius orders Horatio to look after Hamlet and promises Laertes his revenge.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 



1. extolment



2. portraiture

3. bilboes



4. perdition

5. havoc

6. scarfed



7. insinuation



8. semblable


	
   1.   

a)   T 



b)   F 



c)   F 



d)   T 



e)   T 



f)   F 



   2.   



a)  2



b)  3



c)  1



d)  5



e)  4



f)  6


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Hamlet snuck into Rosencrantz and Guildenstern’s cabin and opened the letter intended for the King of England in which Claudius asks that Hamlet be arrested and beheaded when he arrived.



   2.   

Hamlet substituted a letter asking that Rosencrantz and Guildenstern be killed.



   3.   

Both duelists dropped their swords and ended up exchanging swords accidently.

   4.   

Claudius introduced the poison, in the form of a pearl, into the cup after he had taken a drink from it.

   5.   

The two duelists forgive one another so that neither will prevent the other from entering heaven.



   6.   

By Hamlet’s wish, the crown of Denmark passes to Fortinbras.
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Word Search Puzzle
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   1.   

The sentinels Marcellus and Barnardo are the first to see the ghost.

   2.   

Claudius explains that Denmark could not afford to show weakness by mourning long because of the risk of invasion by Fortinbras of Norway.

   3.   

Claudius poured poison into the King’s ear while he slept in his garden.

   4.   

The ghost of Hamlet’s father commands him to avenge his death by killing Claudius and forbids Hamlet to take any action against his mother, Gertrude.

   5.   

Polonius thinks Hamlet is mad because Ophelia has
spurned his love.

   6.   

Hamlet calls Denmark a prison.



   7.   

The play performed is ‘The Murder of Gonzago’.


	
   8.   

He denies ever giving her gifts, then denies ever having loved her, and finally tells her men are untrustworthy and she would be better off in a nunnery.

   9.   

Hamlet hopes that Claudius’ reaction to watching a re-enactment of the King’s murder onstage will reveal his guilt.

   10.   

The ghost of the King appears and orders Hamlet to stop tormenting Gertrude.

   11.   

Claudius knows it might well have been he that was murdered.

   12.   

Laertes sees the pitiful state of Ophelia following their father’s death and turns to Claudius to help him get revenge on Hamlet.

   13.   

Hamlet’s ship to England was attacked by pirates and he was able to barter
passage back to Norway.

   14.   

Gertrude didn’t know of the plot to kill her son.
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Ophelia’s death is ruled a suicide in the play, yet Gertrude
reports that her death was accidental. Is this Gertrude trying to
spare Laertes’ feelings? Or was this an inconsistency in the play
itself. Why did Ophelia kill herself? Discuss the possible reasons.

She could not disobey her brother and father, yet she loved Hamlet.

Hamlet’s behavior and demands upon her were too much to bear.

The murder of her father drove her mad with grief.

She was little better than the property of the men in her life.
Denied self-determination, suicide was the only way out.
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Analysis: Yorick’s Skull

From the time he learned that his father’s death was a murder
(and maybe even before that), Hamlet is inundated with the
notion of death: his father’s, his own, and that of the murdering
uncle he has vowed revenge on. Several passages in the play

— including two of Hamlet’s soliloquies — deal with reality and
meaning of death. Discuss these lines and their meaning.

Act |, Scene 2, lines 129 to 159

Act I, Scene 1, lines 56 to 88

Act IV, Scene 3, lines 16 to 36

Act V, Scene 1, lines 70 to 202

Act V, Scene 2, lines 205 to 209
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Hamlet seems normal when we first meet him, bar some bitterness amid
his grief over his father’s death. He determines fo feign madness in
order fo ferret out the truth of his father’s murder. However, as the play
progresses, the madness of Hamlet seems less an act and more real.
Discuss the stages of Hamlet’s madness, trying to determine, scene by
scene, whether or if Hamlet is actually losing his grip.

,Act I: Meeting the Ghost; the murder Hamlet’s State of Mind: N
revealed.

Act 2: Ophelia rejects Hamlet; Hamlet Hamlet’s State of Mind:
goes ‘Mad'.

Act 3: Murder Confirmed; missed Hamlet’s State of Mind:
opportunities for revenge.

Act 4: Revenge at the cost of Hamlet's State of Mind:
many lives.






