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Macbeth









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates some understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a considerable understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel



	Content

•    Information and details relevant to focus

	Elements incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements are complete; details missing

	All required elements complete; key details contain some description

	All required elements are complete; enough description for clarity




	Style

•    Effective word choice and originality

•    Precise language

	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language




	Conventions

•    Spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention








	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
















	 
	[image: ]




Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our literature kit is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. Our guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities that match the student’s abilities.

Our literature kit divides the play by acts and scenes, and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include the power of unrestrained ambition, corruption, the identification of cruelty with masculinity, and the contrast between tyranny and true kingship. The Tragedy of Macbeth provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion because it presents the conflict between virtue and ambition as defined by the gender roles of Shakespeare’s time. Macbeth and Lady Macbeth’s struggles with their desires and their guilt will challenge the minds and morals of students.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns—just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!

[image: ]
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of The Tragedy of Macbeth. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, small group activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.







	[image: ]

	MACBETH’S FALL INTO EVIL
Macbeth is, by all accounts a good and virtuous man at the beginning of the play. By its end, he has become a murderer of women and children who is not even bothered by his own wife’s death. Throughout the play, the influence of others seems to cause the decay of his sense of morality. Discuss to what extent Macbeth may have been influenced by people and events in each act of the play.
Found on Page 53.











	ANALYSIS: LADY MACBETH
Lady Macbeth is more ambitious and ruthless than her husband, yet she suffers more acutely from guilt at the crimes she helps Macbeth commit. Look at the following scenes and discuss Lady Macbeth’s influence on the events of the play, especially her influence on her husband.
Found on Page 54.
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	OUTRAGED NATURE
Throughout Macbeth, nature—especially the weather—is almost as much a character as any other. It reflects the events and the moods of the characters. Discuss the role played by the nature’s odd behavior in each of the following scenes.
Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

The Tragedy of Macbeth is the story of a man, driven by ambition to deeds that haunt him and ultimately kill him. Macbeth is a Scottish nobleman. After fighting and winning a victory, he heads home with a companion—Banquo. Along the way, he encounters three sinister figures who predict that he will become Thane of Cawdor and King hereafter. They tell Banquo that he will father a long line of Scottish kings. Macbeth learns that the first of his prophesies is true when Duncan—the King—rewards him for his victory by making him Thane of Cawdor. The King further promises to visit Macbeth.

Macbeth writes to his wife, Lady Macbeth, who is seized with ambition and determines to toughen her husband up enough to do what it takes to seize the crown. In the second act, Lady Macbeth goads Macbeth to kill Duncan and blame his servants. Macduff finds the bodies of the king and the servants. Duncan’s two sons, fearing they are next, flee Scotland.

Increasingly haunted by his deeds, but unable to check his ambition, Macbeth orders the deaths of his friend Banquo and his son, as well as the wife and son of Macduff, who Macbeth thinks intends to overthrow him. Lady Macbeth succumbs to guilt over the murders. She sleepwalks and hallucinates blood on her hands that won’t wash off. Macbeth himself hallucinates and can’t sleep. He decides to visit the witches to ask for guidance. They show him that Banquo’s line will be kings for a long time, but that no man born of woman can harm him and that he will be safe until Birnam Wood moves to his castle, Dunsinane.

All forces opposed to Macbeth are gathering in England. Macduff goes to England, to Duncan’s son Malcolm and asks him to help save Scotland. The final act opens with the news that Lady Macbeth has jumped from the castle walls to her death. Macbeth prepares to battle the army marching on Dunsinane. He sees the boughs taken from Birnam Wood protecting them and knows that part of the prophecy of the witches is true. While battling Macduff, Macbeth learns that he was delivered by caesarean section and not “born of woman”. Macduff kills him and Malcolm becomes the rightful King of Scotland.

Suggestions for Further Reading
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OTHER PLAYS BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

Romeo and Juliet
Julius Caesar
Hamlet
King Lear
Othello
Antony and Cleopatra


OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

Aeschylus, Prometheus Bound
Homer, Odyssey
Christopher Marlowe, Edward II © 1593
Henrik Ibsen, Ghosts © 1881
Henrik Ibsen, A Doll’s House © 1879
Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray © 1890
Oscar Wilde, The Importance of Being Earnest © 1895
George Bernard Shaw, Saint Joan © 1923
William Golding, Lord of the Flies © 1954
Martin McDonagh, The Pillowman © 2003
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List of Vocabulary



ACT 1, SCENES 1 TO 3

• hurlyburly • ere • heath • Graymalkin • Paddock • plight • broil • kerns • gallowglasses • unseam’d • nave • chaps • direful • whence • skipping • furbish’d • sooth • cracks • Golgotha • thane • flout • Bellona • bridegroom • lapp’d • composition • deign • disbursed • Saint Colme’s inch • Aroint • ronyon • se’nnights • chappy • withal






ACT 1, SCENES 4 TO 7

• commission • liege • Implored • trifle • recompense • plenteous • Wanton • harbinger • o’erleap • commendations • peerless • perfectest • weird • holily • thou’ldst • Hie • golden round • were’t • unsex • compunctious • gall • dunnest • under’t • masterdom • Nimbly • martlet • mansionry • wooingly • jutty • frieze • Buttress • coign • procreant • God ‘ild • hermits • purveyor • compt • audit • trammel • surcease • shoal • We’ld • gloss • adage • Prithee • durst • wassail • limbeck • quell




ACT 2, SCENES 1 AND 2

• husbandry • repose • largess • withal • cleave • franchised • palpable • marshall’st • dudgeon • gouts • Alarum’d • Tarquin’s • surfeited • possets • brainsickly • Infirm • incarnadine • constancy




ACT 2, SCENES 3 AND 4

• Beelzebub • enow • equivocator • hose • devil-porter • primrose • provoker • nose-painting • requited • slipp’d • physics • combustion • Clamour’d • ope • counterfeit • lees • badged • pauser • Unmannerly • breech’d • auger-hole • undivulged • knowings • minions • suborn’d • ravin • Scone • benison




ACT 3, SCENES 1 TO 3

• posterity • all-thing • indissoluble • parricide • therewithal • Hie • Sirrah • chid • unlineal • probation • gospell’d • Shoughs • water-rugs • clept • avouch • sundry • scotch’d • disjoint • levy • lave • vizards • eterne • jocund • peal • chuck




ACT 3, SCENES 4 TO 6

• dispatch’d • nonpareil • cabin’d • cribb’d • saucy • trenched • remembrance • roof’d • grandma • charnel-houses • kites • Fie • weal • Avaunt • marrowless • Hyrcan • blanched • Augurs • choughs • rooks • fee’d • scann’d • beldams • Acheron • sleights • sprites • delinquents • exasperate • clogs




ACT 4, SCENES 1 AND 2

• brinded • hedge-pig • Harpier • Swelter’d • fenny • blind-worm’s • ravin’d • drab • chaudron • yesty • germens • farrow • sweaten • gibbet • chafes • bodements • blood-bolter’d • pernicious • firstlings • coz • lime • gin nt




ACT 4, SCENE 3

• Bestride • birthdom • dolour • cheque • affeer’d • Luxurious • avaricious • voluptuousness • cistern • continent • impediments • hoodwink • stanchless • pernicious • foisons • fortitude • untitled • interdiction • scruples • abjure • warranted • assay• swoln • ulcerous • betimes • knell • hiss• niggard • demerits • whetstone




ACT 5, SCENES 1 TO 3

• perturbation • slumbery • mar • annoyance • mated • unrough • distemper’d • pester’d • taint • epicures • loon • prick • whey-face • disseat • fain • skirr • rhubarb • cyme • bane




ACT 5, SCENES 4 TO 8

• mutines • bilboes • indiscretion • rough-hew • scarfed • larded • ordinant • insinuation • portraiture • spacious • gentry • perdition • extolment • diction • semblable • unfellowed • augury • ordnance • swounds • havoc • mischance
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William Shakespeare
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William Shakespeare is the best-known playwright in the English language. He was born on or about the 23rd of April, 1564 in Stratford–Upon–Avon, Warwickshire. His father — John — was a wealthy local businessman and his mother — Mary — was the daughter of a landowner. He was one of eight siblings and the eldest surviving male.

Little of his formal education is known beyond his attendance at a local grammar school.

William married an older woman — Anne Hathaway — when he was only eighteen years old. They had three children: Susanna, and twins Judith and Hamnet. The son — Hamnet — died in childhood. He worked as an actor, director, and playwright in London as part owner of a troupe of players known as The Lord Chamberlain’s Men (later the King’s Men). He retired in 1613 to Stratford where he died on his fifty-second birthday in 1616.

Shakespeare’s plays have been studied more than any other writing in the English language. From the early 1590s until his retirement in 1613, Shakespeare wrote 38 plays, collaborated on as many as seven others, and wrote 154 sonnets as well as some longer poems.
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•   Because so little of his education is known, there is speculation that he was not, in fact, the author of any of the works ascribed to him.

•   No contemporary description of Shakespeare’s appearance survives. The best-known likeness of him is called the Droeshout engraving (pictured above), which the contemporary playwright Ben Jonson attested was a good likeness of him.

•   One of the plays co-authored by Shakespeare — Henry VIII (with John Fletcher) — was written ten years after the death of Henry’s daughter Elizabeth I. On June 29, 1613, the night of its first performance at the Globe theater, the theater burned to the ground.
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Act One, Scenes 1 to 3

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Do you think it’s possible to know the future in advance? Why or why not? Speculate the advantages and disadvantages to this.


	 



	 



	 



	2.
	If you knew for certain that some future event would occur, would you do anything to help make it happen, or not happen? Explain your reasoning.
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word.













	hurlyburly

	heath

	sooth

	deign




	disbursed

	Aroint

	ronyon

	withal













	 
	 
	1.
	Jim knew he’d have a hard time convincing the others of the danger, even though he was sure he knew the truth of the matter.



	 
	 
	2.
	“Vamoose, you little pest!” my older brother shouted at me.



	 
	 
	3.
	We couldn’t get into the club until we each ponied up twenty dollars to the bouncer.



	 
	 
	4.
	Janine finally found her horse in the pasture furthest from the stables.



	 
	 
	5.
	After opening her present, Jane thought her daughter seemed disappointed therewith.



	 
	 
	6.
	David tried to sleep, but the tumult from the party upstairs kept him up until 3 a.m.



	 
	 
	7.
	After the hour for the test had expired, the teacher said, “I will grant you five minutes more.”



	 
	 
	8.
	“Let that wretch in and give it something to eat,” my father said of the stray dog in the yard.
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Act One, Scenes 1 to 3








	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	
	a)
	Why did Duncan make Macbeth Thane of Cawdor?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	It was his right as son of the previous thane.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	He slew the leader of the Irish invaders.
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	C
	Everyone else had already been rewarded.
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	D
	Macbeth was the only general without any land.



	
	b)
	What was the first witch’s revenge for not getting chestnuts from the sailor’s wife?
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	A
	She shipwrecked the sailor.
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	B
	She sank the sailor’s ship.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	She blinded the sailor’s wife.
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	D
	She did nothing.



	
	c)
	Why does Banquo doubt the witches are mortal?
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	A
	They have beards.
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	B
	They make no sounds.
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	C
	He can see through them.
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	D
	They look far too old to be still alive.



	
	d)
	After hearing the witches pronounce Macbeth’s future, what does Banquo wish to know besides his own future?
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	A
	If the witches are mortal.
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	B
	If the witches can really see the future.
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	C
	Why the witches seem afraid of their pronouncements.
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	D
	If the witches are really women.



	
	e)
	What does Macbeth want to know from the witches?
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	A
	How he can be Thane of Cawdor.
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	B
	How he could become King of Scotland.
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	C
	How it is that they can know his future.
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	D
	All of the above.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act One, Scenes 1 to 3

Answer each question in a complete sentence.







	1.
	At the end of the first scene, what do the witches do after agreeing to meet again?



	 



	 



	 



	2.
	In Scene 2, a sergeant who reports to Duncan is wounded. How did he come by his wounds?



	 



	 



	3.
	How did Macbeth kill the rebel Macdonwald?



	 



	 



	4.
	In what manner did the witches leave Macbeth and Banquo, after they had spoken their prophecies?



	 



	 



	 



	5.
	What advice does Banquo give to Macbeth after the latter realizes that one of the prophecies has come true?
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	Imagine the predictions of the witches are different in one particular. Banquo is told that his offspring will only be kings if Macbeth does not become King himself. Rewrite the end of scene 3 giving Banquo and Macbeth’s reactions to the news that Macbeth is now Thane of Cawdor.
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Act One, Scenes 4 to 7

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Have you ever been tempted to break the rules to win or to gain an advantage? If so, what were the consequences? If not, why not?



	 



	 



	 



	2.
	How much do the opinions of your peers affect your actions and beliefs? Why?
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.














	 1 
	trifle

	 
	Having no equal

	 A 



	 2 
	recompense

	 
	To make compensation for something; repay someone

	 B 



	 3 
	plenteous

	 
	An officer who provides or acquires provisions for the sovereign

	 C 



	 4 
	harbinger

	 
	An article or thing of very little value

	 D 



	 5 
	peerless

	 
	A person who goes ahead and notifies the approach of another

	 E 



	 6 
	compunctious

	 
	A feeling of uneasiness or anxiety of the conscience caused by regret for doing wrong or causing pain

	 F 



	 7 
	martlet

	 
	An external solid angle of a wall or the like

	 G 



	 8 
	coign

	 
	To come to an end

	 H 



	 9 
	purveyor

	 
	Any swallow that has a deeply forked tail and long, pointed wings

	  I  



	10
	surcease

	 
	Copious; abundant

	 J 
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Act One, Scenes 4 to 7











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	
	T
	F
	a)
	Cawdor died cursing Macbeth.



	
	T
	F
	b)
	Lady Macbeth is worried that her husband lacks the will to do what is necessary to become King.



	
	T
	F
	c)
	Lady Macbeth intends to warn her husband not to betray his King.



	
	T
	F
	d)
	Macbeth finds no good reason to kill Duncan.



	
	T
	F
	e)
	Lady Macbeth comes up with the plan to kill the King.



	
	T
	F
	f)
	Macbeth is bothered by his wife’s boldness in planning to kill Duncan.














	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these scenes.



	
	 
	a)
	Macbeth arrives home.



	
	 
	b)
	Macbeth wrestles with his conscience over whether to kill the King or not.



	
	 
	c)
	Duncan names Malcolm the heir to his throne.



	
	 
	d)
	Lady Macbeth tells her husband that the King has been asking for him.



	
	 
	e)
	Lady Macbeth speaks a wish to be more like a man.



	
	 
	f)
	Duncan arrives at Macbeth’s Castle.
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Act One, Scenes 4 to 7

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	How does Macbeth react when told that Malcolm is to be made heir to the throne?



	 



	 



	2.
	What is Lady Macbeth’s reaction to learning of the witches’ prophecy concerning her husband?



	 



	 



	3.
	What does Macbeth most fear when contemplating killing the King?



	 



	 



	4.
	How does Lady Macbeth react to her husband’s refusal to carry out the murder?



	 



	 



	5.
	How does Lady Macbeth calm her husband’s misgivings about the murder?



	 



	 



	6.
	What is Lady Macbeth’s plan?



	 



	 











	[image: ]

	Write the scene in which the Macbeths carry out their plan. Imagine that one of the chamberlains awakens just before Macbeth does the deed. What events will occur due to this?
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Act Two, Scenes 1 to 2

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Have you ever done something you knew would get you in big trouble? If so, how did it make you feel? If not, why wouldn’t you?



	 



	 



	 



	2.
	How would you feel lying to your friends about doing something bad? Why?
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.













	husbandry

	largess

	palpable

	dudgeon




	surfeited

	possets

	infirm

	incarnadine











	1.
	My children were both still sick with colds, so I gave them all ________ to help them sleep.



	2.
	I was gratified at my promotion, though the extra two weeks’ vacation was ________ I hadn’t expected.



	3.
	Our food budget was so small that my roommate and I practiced food ________ by rationing the portions we ate.



	4.
	The ________ of the old dagger hanging over the fireplace was worn with many years of use.



	5.
	My grandmother had a chairlift installed on the stairs as she was too ________ to make the climb herself anymore.



	6.
	“A pinch of this powder at the bottom of the empty glass will ________ the water when I pour it in,” explained the magician.



	7.
	The fog was so thick it was ________; I could feel the damp on my face and hands as I walked.



	8.
	The chorus of snores almost drowning out the television told me my ________ family had enjoyed Thanksgiving dinner.
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Act Two, Scenes 1 to 2







	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the scene.



	a)
	If you shall ________ to my consent, when ‘tis,/It shall make honour for you.



	b)
	Thou ________ me the way that I was going;/And such an instrument I was to use.



	c)
	With ________ ravishing strides, towards his design/Moves like a ghost. Thou sure and firm-set earth…!



	d)
	…Restrain in me the cursed thoughts that nature/Gives way to in ________!



	e)
	Your ________/Hath left you unattended.











	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.













	franchised

	gouts

	alarum’d

	brainsickly

	withal











	a)
	From the way he wore his socks over his shoes, I deduced that the gentleman was ________.



	b)
	Because of her exemplary behavior while incarcerated, the prisoner was ________ three months early.



	c)
	Besides his own lunch, Jeremy had his sister’s lunch ________.



	d)
	The football coach ________ Henry when he noticed the girls’ volleyball practice had distracted the boy.



	e)
	Karen’s practical joke went seriously awry when ________ of soda began spewing from the can she shook up.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Two, Scenes 1 to 2

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why was Banquo reluctant to go to sleep, though he was tired and it was late?



	 



	 



	2.
	What does Macbeth wonder when he sees a dagger floating in the air before him?



	 



	 



	3.
	Why didn’t Lady Macbeth kill Duncan herself, once the chamberlains were asleep?



	 



	 



	4.
	What did Lady Macbeth think when she heard her husband cry out?



	 



	 



	5.
	What had actually happened to make Macbeth cry out?



	 



	 



	 



	6.
	What mistake did Macbeth make after killing the King?



	 



	 











	[image: ]

	Macbeth murders Duncan in part because of the prophecy of the Weird Sisters. Since all of their prophesies came true, do you think they still would have, had Macbeth not acted? Sketch out an alternate plot for the play where Macbeth resists his wife’s urgings and does not kill the King. How might the prophecy of Macbeth’s ascension to the throne be accomplished? Remember that Malcolm is Duncan’s heir.















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Two, Scenes 3 to 4

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	How would you react if you suspected a good friend of having done something terrible?



	 



	 



	 



	2.
	What do you think when someone tries to be funny in a serious situation? Amused? Annoyed? Why?



	 



	 











	[image: ]

	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.













	equivocator

	primrose

	requited

	combustion




	lees

	badged

	undivulged

	minions











	1.
	I ________ Jeremy for the paint in my locker by slashing the tires on his bike.


	2.
	Liam’s mountain biking trip through the woods left him ________ with mud.


	3.
	No matter how much wine she had, Eleanor found the ________ bitter on her tongue.


	4.
	When it came to explaining why he had been sent to the principal’s office yet again, Ben was the best ________ of which the school could boast.


	5.
	Brian considered his friends the ________ of the school.


	6.
	What started as a mere disagreement over sports turned into quite a ________ in the schoolyard, involving most of the students.


	7.
	While wandering through the garden, Daniel stopped to wonder why passing a bed of ________ made him suddenly uneasy.


	8.
	Despite enormous temptation, Gail resolved to keep her best friend’s secret ________.













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Two, Scenes 3 to 4







	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the scene.



	a)
	‘Faith sir, we were carousing till the/second cock: and drink, sir, is a great/________ of three things.



	b)
	… Steep’d in the colours of their trade, their daggers/Unmannerly ________ with gore: who could refrain,/That had a heart to love, and in that heart …



	c)
	The labour we delight in ________ pain.



	d)
	They were ________:/Malcolm and Donalbain, the King’s two sons,/Are stol’n away and fled;



	e)
	God’s ________ go with you; and with those/That would make good of bad, and friends of foes!











	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.













	enow

	slipp’d

	counterfeit

	pauser

	ravin











	a)
	Valery overslept and almost ________ the time for her bus pickup.



	b)
	‘There’s trouble ________ for now,’ Francis thought to himself. ‘No need to borrow more.’



	c)
	Helen thought it best to collect the entrance fee before letting the students into the gym because they’d likely ________ the buffet as soon as they entered.



	d)
	Jenny knew her shoes were knockoffs, but she preferred to think of them as________ because it sounded better.



	e)
	The spacebar acted as a ________ replacing the usual stop button.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Two, Scenes 3 to 4

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	To whom does the porter compare himself as he goes to answer the knocking?



	 



	 



	2.
	How does Macduff react when hearing that Macbeth has killed the King’s chamberlains?



	 



	 



	3.
	Why did Malcolm and Donalbain decide to flee Scotland after their father’s murder?



	 



	 



	4.
	What did the King’s horses do to each other?



	 



	 



	5.
	Though the chamberlains apparently killed the King, who is suspected of paying them to do so? Why?



	 



	 



	 



	6.
	Why do you think Macduff went home rather than to see Macbeth crowned King?



	 



	 



	 











	[image: ]

	Write a scene in which Macduff confronts Macbeth directly with his suspicions about the murder of the king. How would this discussion unfold? What would be the result of this confrontation?















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Three, Scenes 1 to 3







	[image: ]

	






	[image: ]




	avouch



	chid



	disjoint



	indissoluble



	jocund



	lave



	levy



	parricide



	peal



	posterity



	probation



	shoughs



	sirrah



	sundry



	vizards



	water-rugs














	Across
	Down





	1.  kin killer

2.  shaggy lapdogs

3.  fall apart

7.  masks

8.  cannot be undone

12. reproached

13. shaggy canine

14. those conscripted

	1.  proof

4.  cheerful

5.  assume responsibility for

6.  flow along

9.  diverse

10. to address an inferior (term)

11. resounding sound














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Three, Scenes 1 to 3







	1.
	Complete the soliloquy by filling in each blank with the correct words from the scenes.




To be thus is nothing;/But to be ___________________a             thus.—Our fears in Banquo/Stick deep; and in his ___________________b             of nature/___________________c             that which would be fear’d: ‘tis much he dares;/And, to that dauntless ___________________d             of his mind,/He hath a wisdom that doth guide his ___________________e             /To act in safety. There is none but he/Whose ___________________f               I do fear: and, under him,/My ___________________g             is rebuked; as, it is said,/Mark ___________________h             was by Caesar. He chid the sisters/When first they put the ___________________i               of king upon me,/And bade them speak to him: then ___________________j              /They hail’d him father to a ___________________k             of kings:/Upon my head they placed a ___________________l              crown,/And put a ___________________m             sceptre in my gripe,/Thence to be ___________________n             with an unlineal hand,/No son of mine succeeding. If ‘t be so,/For Banquo’s ___________________o             have I filed my mind;/For them the ___________________p             Duncan have I murder’d;/Put rancours in the ___________________q             of my peace/Only for them; and mine ___________________r               jewel/Given to the common enemy of man,/To make them kings, the ___________________s             of Banquo kings!/Rather than so, come fate into the list./And champion me to the ___________________t              !









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Three, Scenes 1 to 3

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What does Macbeth want to discuss with Banquo at the feast?



	 



	 



	 



	2.
	Now that he is King, what is Macbeth’s greatest worry?



	 



	 



	 



	3.
	What does Macbeth decide to do about this worry?



	 



	 



	 



	4.
	How does Macbeth persuade the murderers to carry out the deed?



	 



	 



	5.
	What does Macbeth tell his wife to do at the evening’s feast?



	 



	 



	6.
	What happened when the murderers confronted Banquo and his son?



	 



	 











	[image: ]

	Getting what we want is often a letdown. Write a journal entry detailing an instance where you really wanted something, got it, and ended up sorry that you had.















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Three, Scenes 4 and 6

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Do you think it’s possible for the dead to haunt the living? Why or why not?



	 



	 



	 



	2.
	How good are you at hiding a guilty conscience from yourself and others?



	 



	 



	 





[image: ] Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.














	1.
	Thou art the best o’ the cut-throats: yet he’s good/That did the like for Fleance: if thou didst it,/Thou art the nonpareil.



	
	a)
	murderer
	b)
	violent
	c)
	peerless
	d)
	ordinary



	2.
	Ay, my good lord: safe in a ditch he bides,/With twenty trenched gashes on his head;/The least a death to nature.



	
	a)
	deep
	b)
	gouged
	c)
	dug
	d)
	excavated



	3.
	Blood hath been shed ere now, i’ the olden time,/Ere human statute purged the gentle weal;



	
	a)
	welfare
	b)
	peaceful
	c)
	safe
	d)
	wealth



	4.
	When now I think you can behold such sights,/And keep the natural ruby of your cheeks,/When mine is blanched with fear.



	
	a)
	bleached
	b)
	whitened
	c)
	scalded
	d)
	head off



	5.
	Have I not reason, beldams as you are,/Saucy and overbold? How did you dare/To trade and traffic with Macbeth/In riddles and affairs of death;



	
	a)
	grandmothers
	b)
	hags
	c)
	harpies
	d)
	witches



	6.
	And that distill’d by magic sleights/Shall raise such artificial sprites/As by the strength of their illusion/Shall draw him on to his confusion:



	
	a)
	spirits
	b)
	goblins
	c)
	imp
	d)
	bogie














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Three, Scenes 4 to 6









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	
	a)
	How does Macbeth react when the first murderer tells him that Fleance has survived the assassination attempt?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	He kills the murderer.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	He faints.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	He becomes angry.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	He becomes afraid.



	
	b)
	How does Macbeth react to the ghost of Banquo sitting in his chair?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	He ignores it and sits anyway.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	He orders it to leave.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	He talks to it.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	He faints.



	
	c)
	How does Lady Macbeth react to her husband’s behavior?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	She tells their guests he is making a joke.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	She tells them it is a minor affliction and not to be alarmed.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	She says nothing and ignores her husband.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	She has guards take Macbeth from the room.



	
	d)
	How does Macbeth explain his visions of the ghost and the dagger?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	He thinks he is being led to commit these crimes by spirits.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	He thinks he’s going crazy.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	He thinks it’s just his conscience.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	He thinks it is because he is not used to committing crimes.



	
	e)
	What is Hecate’s reaction to the actions of the Weird Sisters?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	She is pleased by their initiative.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	She is pleased that Macbeth has seized the crown because of them.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	She is angry that they hadn’t asked permission or invited her to join in.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	She tells them to stop and not talk to Macbeth again.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Three, Scenes 4 to 6

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What effect does Macbeth’s discussion with the ghost of Banquo have on his guests?



	 



	 



	2.
	What are Hecate’s plans for Macbeth?



	 



	 



	3.
	What is the official verdict regarding Banquo’s murder?



	 



	 



	4.
	How does Lennox feel about the deaths of Duncan and Banquo?



	 



	 



	 



	5.
	What has happened to Macduff and Malcolm?



	 



	 



	 



	6.
	What is Macbeth’s reaction to the news of Macduff and Malcolm’s whereabouts and actions?



	 



	 











	[image: ]

	Sketch out a scene in which, instead of invasion, Macduff, Malcolm and others of the Scottish court confront Macbeth with their suspicions. Make it a type of intervention.















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Four, Scenes 1 to 2

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Have you ever consulted an oracle (astrologer, palm/card reader)? If so, did it work for you? If not, why not?



	 



	 



	2.
	What do you think of someone who would get back at someone by doing something to one of their friends/family?



	 



	 











	[image: ]

	Circle the correct word that matches the meaning of the underlined word.


















	1.
	Thrice the brinded cat hath mew’d.



	
	a)
	tabby
	b)
	tawny
	c)
	dead
	d)
	black



	2.
	Fillet of a fenny snake,/In the cauldron boil and bake;



	
	a)
	poisonous
	b)
	black
	c)
	marsh
	d)
	female



	3.
	Of nature’s germens tumble all together,/Even till destruction sicken; answer me



	
	a)
	germs
	b)
	forces
	c)
	laws
	d)
	spirits



	4.
	Unfix his earth-bound root? Sweet bodements! good!



	
	a)
	news
	b)
	presentiments
	c)
	fortune
	d)
	luck



	5.
	This avarice/Sticks deeper, grows with more pernicious root/Than summer-seeming lust, and it hath been/The sword of our slain kings:



	
	a)
	evil
	b)
	harmful
	c)
	fatal
	d)
	injurious



	6.
	My dearest coz,/I pray you, school yourself: but for your husband,/He is noble, wise, judicious, and best knows/The fits o’ the season.



	
	a)
	woman
	b)
	lady
	c)
	relative
	d)
	cousin














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Four, Scenes 1 to 2

Fill in each blank with the correct word from these scenes.







	a)
	Round about the cauldron go;/In the poison’d ________ throw.



	b)
	Finger of ________ babe/Ditch-deliver’d by a drab,



	c)
	Whate’er thou art, for thy good caution, thanks;/Thou hast harp’d my fear ________: but one/word more,—



	d)
	Why should I, mother? Poor ________ they are not set for./My father is not dead, for all your saying.



	e)
	If he were dead, you’d weep for/him: if you would not, it were a good sign/that I should ________ have a new fathe











	[image: ]

	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.














	drab

	chaudron

	farrow

	gibbet

	chafes

	firstlings











	a)
	Davey thought having tripe for dinner was a good idea until he learned it was actually the ________ of a cow.



	b)
	During the execution scene, Jane closed her eyes, unable to look at the ________.



	c)
	Karen’s father hoped the law would change, as he hated to drive by and see a ________ looking to sell herself.



	d)
	Colin is secretly pleased that his father ________ at his freethinking blog posts.



	e)
	Jamie was tired of her self-doubt and resolved to take her thoughts ________ as her final decisions from now on.



	f)
	Leslie loved visiting her uncle’s farm in spring, heading straight for the pen to see the new pig ________.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Four, Scenes 1 to 2

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What did Hecate instruct the witches to do after she arrived?



	 



	 



	 



	2.
	Macbeth demands answers to his questions. From whom does he want those answers?



	 



	 



	3.
	How does Macbeth make known his questions?



	 



	 



	4.
	Besides ordering the deaths of Macduff’s wife and son, how does Macbeth react to the news that the former has fled to England?



	 



	 



	 



	5.
	What is Lady Macduff’s reaction to her husband’s sudden flight to England?



	 



	 



	6.
	Why doesn’t Macduff’s son agree with his mother that his father is dead?



	 



	 











	[image: ]

	Sketch out an alternate Act IV, Scene II, in which Macduff has secretly remained and appears to defend his family from attack. What would be the consequences, in this case, if one of the murderers survived?















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Four, Scene 3

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Suppose a friend had betrayed your trust and now wanted to convince you they could still be trusted. How would you determine whether you could trust them?



	 



	 



	2.
	Is revenge ever a good idea? Why or why not?



	 



	 











	[image: ]

	Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure the meaning of each word is clear in your sentences.











	dolour

	 




	











	avaricious

	 




	











	impediments

	 




	











	foisons

	 




	











	interdiction

	 




	











	ulcerous

	 




	











	demerits

	 




	











	whetstone

	 




	















	[image: ]
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Act Four, Scene 3







	1.
	Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct word from these scenes.




Macduff, this noble passion,/Child of integrity, hath from my soul/Wiped the ___________________a                 scruples, reconciled my thoughts/To thy good truth and honour. Devilish Macbeth/By many of these trains hath sought to win me/Into his power, and modest wisdom plucks me/From ___________________b                 haste: but God above Deal between thee and me! for even now/I put myself to thy direction, and/___________________c                 mine own detraction, here abjure/The taints and ___________________d                 I laid upon myself,/For strangers to my nature. I am yet/Unknown to woman, never was ___________________e               ,/Scarcely have ___________________f                 what was mine own,/At no time broke my faith, would not betray/The devil to his ___________________g                 and delight/No less in truth than life: my first ___________________h                 speaking Was this upon myself: what I am truly,/Is thine and my poor country’s to command:/___________________i                 indeed, before thy here-approach,/Old ___________________j                , with ten thousand warlike men,/Already at a point, was setting forth./Now ___________________k                 together; and the chance of goodness/Be like our warranted ___________________l                  ! Why are you silent?







	2.
	Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:

















	a)
	Rather than weeping, Macduff advises Malcolm to:
	 
	b)
	Malcolm distrusts Macduff because:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	kill Macbeth.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Macduff left his family in Scotland.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	beg England for aid.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Macduff is loyal to Macbeth.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	defend Scotland.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Macduff won’t disobey the King.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	find his brother.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Malcolm mistrusts everyone.



	c)
	Besides being lustful, Malcolm is:
	 
	d)
	Malcolm lied about having vices because:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	wrathful.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	he wanted to test Macduff.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	greedy.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	he hated himself.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	slothful.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	he feared spies were listening.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	envious.
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	he didn’t want the crown.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Four, Scene 3

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	How does Macduff react when Malcolm asks him why he left his wife and children in Scotland?



	 



	 



	2.
	When Malcolm confesses he would make a bad king because of the strength of his lust for women, how does Macduff respond?



	 



	 



	3.
	Why do crowds of the sick go to King Edward for healing?



	 



	 



	4.
	How does Macduff react to Ross’s news about the state of Scotland?



	 



	 



	5.
	After Macduff hears of his family’s slaughter by Macbeth’s men, what advice does Malcolm give him?



	 



	 



	 



	6.
	If Macbeth should escape him, what does Macduff wish for the King?



	 



	 











	[image: ]

	Sketch out an alternative for this scene, in which King Edward refuses to give aid to Malcolm. What plans would Malcolm and Macduff come up with to go against Macbeth?















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Five, Scenes 1 to 3

Answer the questions in a complete sentence.







	1.
	Have you ever seen a sleepwalker? What would you do, if you did?



	 



	 



	2.
	Do you think it is always courageous to keep fighting, no matter the odds of winning? Why or why not?



	 



	 











	[image: ]

	In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word that does not belong. Then, write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.














	1.
	a) annoyance
	b) exasperation
	c) irritation
	d) irascibility



	 
	 




	 
	 




	2.
	a) glutton
	b) gastronomes
	c) gourmands
	d) epicures



	 
	 




	 
	 




	3.
	a) skirr
	b) drift
	c) gallop
	d) race



	 
	 




	 
	 




	4.
	a) eager
	b) fain
	c) obligated
	d) game



	 
	 




	 
	 




	5.
	a) dismount
	b) disseat
	c) topple
	d) dethrone



	 
	 




	 
	 















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Five, Scenes 1 to 3









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	
	a)
	What does Lady Macbeth have by her bed each night?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	Slippers.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	A candle.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	A dagger.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	A basin of water.



	
	b)
	Why does Lady Macbeth rub her hands?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	She’s washing off an imagined spot of blood.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	She fears disease.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	She’s trying to warm them.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	She’s plotting evil.



	
	c)
	According to his Scottish enemies, what does Macbeth’s fortifying of his castle mean?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	That he is insane.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	That he is angrily brave.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	That he is out of control.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	All of the above.



	
	d)
	How does Macbeth react to the desertion of his thanes?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	He becomes afraid of defeat.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	He is glad of it.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	He curses them and vows to fight anyway.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	He doesn’t care.



	
	e)
	Besides asking after Lady Macbeth’s health, what does Macbeth ask of the Doctor?



	
	[image: ]
	A
	If he can heal his cowardice.



	
	[image: ]
	B
	If he can make the English army too ill to fight.



	
	[image: ]
	C
	If he can heal his ailing country.



	
	[image: ]
	D
	If he is prepared to treat the wounded from the battle to come.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Five, Scenes 1 to 3

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why does Lady Macbeth walk in her sleep?



	 



	 



	 



	2.
	What does the Doctor say about Lady Macbeth’s needs, after seeing her walking in her sleep?



	 



	 



	3.
	How does one of the rebel thanes describe Malcolm, the old King’s son and heir?



	 



	 



	4.
	What does Macbeth confess to Seyton before asking for his armour?



	 



	 



	5.
	Why, despite the news that the thanes have deserted and 10,000 English soldiers are marching to his castle, does Macbeth remain unafraid?



	 



	 



	6.
	What is the last thing that Macbeth asks the Doctor and what is the Doctor’s answer?



	 



	 



	 











	[image: ]

	How might these scenes of Macbeth gone differently? In your journal, sketch out an alternate version of Act V Scene III, where Macbeth decides to do something other than fight to the bitter end. What would be the outcome?















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Five, Scenes 4 to 8

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Do you think it’s always a good idea to be truthful with yourself? Why or why not?



	 



	 



	 



	2.
	Is it ever a good idea to keep fighting, even if you know you can’t win? Why or why not?



	 



	 



	 











	[image: ]

	Choose a word from the list that means the same as the underlined word.













	Err

	censures

	ague

	slaughterous




	frets

	aweary

	intrenchant

	underwrit













	 
	
	1.
	I hate slasher films because of the murderous actions of the characters.



	 
	
	2.
	The teacher’s judgements of the rates of plagiarism in our last few assignments was a bit off.



	 
	
	3.
	If they think we are ignorant instead of lying, they will be mistaken.



	 
	
	4.
	“He hasn’t said anything for hours. He worries about something,” said Fran.



	 
	
	5.
	I’m exhausted, thinking of all the work I have to do.



	 
	
	6.
	The surface was made of an unscratchable nickel-steel alloy.



	 
	
	7.
	Written below the picture of a Bull was, “The King’s Bull.”



	 
	
	8.
	My chills and sweats convinced the doctor that I was suffering from a malarial fever.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Five, Scenes 4 to 8











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	
	T
	F
	a)
	Siward suggests that every soldier hold a tree branch in front of himself.



	
	T
	F
	b)
	The reason to carry boughs from Birnam Wood is to frighten Macbeth.



	
	T
	F
	c)
	Macbeth is only a little bothered when his wife dies.



	
	T
	F
	d)
	Macbeth’s confidence is shaken when he is told Birnam Wood has come to Dunsinane.



	
	T
	F
	e)
	Macbeth kills Siward.



	
	T
	F
	f)
	Malcolm is crowned immediately after Macbeth’s head is shown to him.














	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these scenes.



	
	 
	a)
	Macduff hails Malcolm as King of Scotland.



	
	 
	b)
	Malcolm makes all Scottish Thanes into Earls.



	
	 
	c)
	Lady Macbeth dies.



	
	 
	d)
	Malcolm gets every soldier to carry a branch from a tree in Birnam Wood.



	
	 
	e)
	Macbeth and Macduff fight each other.



	
	 
	f)
	Malcolm enters Dunsinane Castle.
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Act Five, Scenes 4 to 8

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	How did Macbeth react to news that Birnam Wood had come to Dunsinane?



	 



	 



	2.
	Why does Macbeth retain his courage, in the face of the movement of Birnam Wood to Dunsinane?



	 



	 



	3.
	Why does Macduff feel he must be the one to kill Macbeth?



	 



	 



	 



	4.
	What is Macbeth’s first reaction to finding out that Macduff was not born of woman?



	 



	 



	 



	5.
	How does Malcolm learn that Macbeth is dead?



	 



	 



	6.
	What does Malcolm do after making all the Thanes in Scotland into Earls?



	 



	 











	[image: ]

	How would the end of the play have differed if Macbeth had surrendered to Macduff, rather than fighting to the death? How would the end of the play have differed if Macbeth had killed Macduff? Sketch out an alternate ending based on these assumptions.















	 
	[image: ]




Act 1, Scenes 1 to 3

Prophecy or Con?

Did the predictions of the Weird Sisters actually foretell the future, or did they cause the events in the play by giving Macbeth an excuse to fulfill his ambitions?

Assume the former and outline an alternative plot where Macbeth commits no crime, but ends up King anyway.

 







	 
	[image: ]




Act 1, Scenes 4 to 7

Who is the real villain?

Of the two Macbeth’s, Lady Macbeth seems by far the more ambitious. Her thoughts turn to murder to secure her husband’s rule of Scotland immediately upon hearing the prophecy. Had Macbeth never met the Weird Sisters and heard no prophecy, do you think Lady Macbeth would have counseled murder?

Assuming she would have, outline a conversation where she tries to convince Macbeth to commit regicide in the absence of any supernatural sanction. Would Macbeth have resisted better?









	[image: ]
	 




Act 2

Puppet of Fate

From the vision of the bloody dagger to the unnatural storms and behavior of animals, this act reeks of the supernatural. Do you think that the Macbeths are really making their own decisions?

Write an essay arguing either that they are acting on their own or that they are merely acting out events they are fated to do. Be sure to back up your position with passages from the play.

 







	[image: ]
	 




Act 3

Overkill

Macbeth embraces the prophecies of the Weird Sisters, but tries to murder Banquo and Fleance to thwart the prophecy that will make his reign “fruitless.” He misses the point that these predictions are either unchangeable or they’re not really predictions at all.

In his place, do you think you would have seen the contradiction? Write a summary of how you think the play might have gone if Macbeth had stopped killing people after the chamberlains were dead.









	 
	[image: ]




Act 4

Madness

The murder of Macduff’s family seems pointless; it actually makes things worse for Macbeth because of Macduff’s desire for revenge. It is merely an act of rage.

Macbeth seems to have gone mad here. Using any resources necessary, write an essay evaluating Macbeth’s psychological state of mind at the point where he orders the deaths of Macduff’s family.

Is there another point in the play where Macbeth’s madness is brought to the surface? Describe this point using evidence from the text to support your opinion.

 







	 
	[image: ]




Act 5

What was the point?

After all the “sound and fury,” Macbeth is dead and Malcolm is to be made King. One wonders whether the Weird Sisters are satisfied with this outcome.

Write an Epilogue where Hecate meets up with the Weird Sisters to discuss the events that ended the play. Try to use the same speech as used in the play.
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Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are written backwards.









	hurlyburly
	requited
	epicures
	bodements



	incarnadine
	slumbery
	fenny
	largess



	interdiction
	choughs
	procreant
	jocund



	nonpareil
	plenteous
	therewithal
	methought



	gallowglasses
	undivulged
	soldiership
	dolour
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	Comprehension Quiz

	[image: ]



	Answer each question in a complete sentence.











	1.
	Where is Duncan at the beginning of the play?
	[image: ]



	 



	 



	2.
	Whom had Macbeth and Banquo been fighting at the beginning of the play?
	[image: ]



	 



	 



	3.
	What is the First Witch planning to do to the woman who wouldn’t let her have any chestnuts?
	[image: ]



	 



	 



	4.
	What does Lady Macbeth need to do in order to help her husband seize the crown?
	[image: ]



	 



	 



	5.
	Why does Duncan give Lady Macbeth a diamond?
	[image: ]



	 



	 



	6.
	What frightened Macbeth after he had murdered the King?
	[image: ]



	 



	 



	7.
	How did Macduff describe King Duncan after finding his dead body?
	[image: ]



	 



	 



	SUBTOTAL:
	/13
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Comprehension Quiz








	8.
	How does Lady Macbeth urge her husband to behave normally during the feast?
	[image: ]



	 



	 



	 



	9.
	After the guests have departed, to what does Macbeth attribute his hallucinations?
	[image: ]



	 



	 



	10.
	What vice does Malcolm first claim to have, when talking to Macduff?
	[image: ]



	 



	 



	11.
	How many English are against Macbeth, and who leads them?
	[image: ]



	 



	 



	12.
	How does King Edward heal the sick?
	[image: ]



	 



	 



	 



	13.
	How does Macbeth respond to the news that Birnam Wood is moving toward his castle?
	[image: ]



	 



	 



	14.
	Explain the irony in Macbeth’s final expression of distrust in the Witches who predicted his death.
	[image: ]



	 



	 



	SUBTOTAL:
	/11















	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



Vocabulary



1. sooth

2. Aroint

3. disbursed

4. heath

5. withal

6. hurlyburly

7. deign

8. ronyon


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  B

b) [image: ]  A

c) [image: ]  D

d) [image: ]  C

e) [image: ]  D

	
   1.   

The witches transform into familiars. The first witch becomes a cat, the second a toad, and the third into a form not mentioned.



   2.   

The sergeant was wounded while fighting to prevent the King’s son—Malcolm—from being captured by the Irish.



   3.   

Macbeth slit Macdonwald from his stomach to his chin and then cut his head off.



   4.   

The witches vanished into the air, as if they had melted.



   5.   

Banquo cautions Macbeth that evil can enslave men by tempting them with little truths to accept large lies.

	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



Vocabulary

1. D

2. B

3. J

4. E

5. A

6. F

7. I

8. G

9. C

10. H

	
   1.   

a)  F 

b)  T 

c)  F 

d)  T 

e)  T 

f)  F 



   2.   



a) 3

b) 5

c) 1

d) 6

e) 2

f) 4


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Macbeth expresses his joy, but notes that now Malcolm stands between him and the throne of Scotland.

   2.   

Lady Macbeth doesn’t think her husband is hard enough to do what needs doing and resolves to try to convince him to do what needs doing to seize the crown.

   3.   

Macbeth fears the possible earthly consequences of the murder of Duncan.

   4.   

Lady Macbeth calls her husband a coward and questions his manhood.

   5.   

Lady Macbeth assures her husband that they will succeed if they are bold.

   6.   

Lady Macbeth will make the King’s chamberlains drunk on wine and then she and Macbeth will sneak into his rooms, kill him, and smear blood on the sleeping chamberlains to cast suspicion on them.
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12

	
13

	
14

	
15

	
16
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   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



Vocabulary



1. possets

2. largess

3. husbandry

4. dudgeon

5. infirm

6. incarnadine

7. palpable

8. surfeited


	
   1.   

a) cleave

b) marshall’st

c) Tarquin’s

d) repose

e) constancy

   2.   

a) brainsickly

b) franchised

c) withal

d) alarum’d

e) gouts


	
   1.   

Banquo was unwilling to sleep because his sleep had been disturbed by “cursed thoughts.”

   2.   

Macbeth wonders if the dagger he sees is actually there or a product of his overheated brain.

   3.   

Lady Macbeth couldn’t kill the King because he reminded her of her father as he slept.

   4.   

Lady Macbeth thought the chamberlains had woken and feared that Macbeth had failed to kill the King.

   5.   

Macbeth heard the chamberlains awaken and thought he was caught, but they woke each other, said their prayers and went back to sleep.

   6.   

Macbeth forgot to smear the chamberlains with blood and leave their daggers near them.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



Vocabulary



1. requited



2. badged



3. lees



4. equivocator



5. minions



6. combustion



7. primrose



8. undivulged


	
   1.   

a) provoker



b) breech’d



c) physics



d) suborn’d



e) benison

   2.   

a) slipp’d



b) enow



c) ravin



d) counterfeit



e) pauser


	
   1.   

The porter compares himself to a porter at the gates of hell.

   2.   

Macduff reacted with suspicion, asking Macbeth why he killed the chamberlains.

   3.   

The King’s sons left Scotland after the King was murdered because they feared they would be the next targets.

   4.   

Duncan’s horses ate each other.

   5.   

The King’s sons, Malcolm and Donalbain, are suspected of paying to have their father killed largely because they have fled.

   6.   

Answers will vary, but should mention Macduff’s suspicion that Macbeth was involved in the murder of the King.
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Vocabulary

Across

1. parricide

2. shoughs

3. disjoint

7. vizards

8. indissoluble

12. chid

13. water-rugs

14. levy

Down

1. probation

4. jocund

5. avouch

6. lave

9. sundry

10. sirrah

11. peal

	
   1.   

a) safely

b) royalty

c) Reigns

d) temper

e) valour

f) being

g) Genius

h) Antony’s

i) name

j) prophet-like

k) line

l) fruitless

m) barren

n) wrench’d

o) issue

p) gracious

q) vessel

r) eternal

s) seed

t) utterance


	
   1.   

Macbeth wants to talk to Banquo about Duncan’s sons, who may be plotting against the crown.

   2.   

Macbeth is worried about the fulfillment of Banquo’s part of the prophecy.

   3.   

Macbeth plans the murder of Banquo and Banquo’s son so that there will be no heirs from Banquo.

   4.   

Macbeth finds men who have grievances against Banquo to commit the murders.

   5.   

Macbeth tells Lady Macbeth to be jovial and kind to Banquo so that the latter will not suspect that Macbeth means him ill.

   6.   

The murderers managed to kill Banquo but his son escaped.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary



1. c



2. a



3. a



4. b



5. b



6. a


	
   1.   



a) [image: ]  C



b) [image: ]  A



c) [image: ]  D



d) [image: ]  D



e) [image: ]  B


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Macbeth’s guests were shocked at his behavior, thinking him unwell.

   2.   

Hecate plans to use spirits to trick Macbeth with illusions that will make him overconfident.

   3.   

Officially, Banquo’s murderer is his son Fleance.

   4.   

Lennox strongly suspects Macbeth of being the actual murderer of Duncan and Banquo.

   5.   

Both Macduff and Malcolm have gone to England to plead with King Edward for aid in overcoming the tyrant Macbeth.

   6.   

Macbeth has begun to prepare for war.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. a

2. c

3. a

4. b

5. b

6. d


	
   1.   

a) entrails

b) birth-strangled

c) aright

d) birds

e) quickly

Vocabulary

a) chaudron

b) gibbet

c) drab

d) chafes

e) firstlings

f) farrow


	
   1.   

Hecate told the witches to sing and dance like elves and fairies around the cauldron to enchant the ingredients they put in it.

   2.   

Macbeth wants the answers not from the witches themselves, but from their masters.

   3.   

Macbeth thinks his questions because the witches tell him the spirits can read his mind.

   4.   

Macbeth curses himself for not acting sooner on his impulse to have Macduff killed and promises to act as soon as he thinks of an action from now on.

   5.   

Lady Macduff thinks that her husband fears for himself and doesn’t love his family and that his departure is unwise.

   6.   

Macduff’s son believes his father is alive because Lady Macduff is not weeping for him.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



Vocabulary

Sentences will vary.


	
   1.   

a) black



b) over-credulous

c) Unspeak

d) blames

e) forsworn

f) coveted

g) fellow

h) false

i) Whither

j) Siward

k) we’ll

l) quarrel



   2.   

a) [image: ]  C

b) [image: ]  A

c) [image: ]  B

d) [image: ]  A


	
   1.   

Macduff laments that good people are afraid to stand up to Macbeth.

   2.   

Macduff tells him that, there are more than enough willing women in Scotland, and that if he is discrete no one will care about his lust.

   3.   

The sick are beyond medical aid and King Edward has miraculous powers of healing.

   4.   

Macduff thinks Ross’s account is too poetic, but that it sounds true.

   5.   

Malcolm advises Macduff to speak of his grief lest keeping it in breaks his heart; Malcolm advises Macduff to let his grief turn to rage against Macbeth.

   6.   

If Macbeth should escape death, Macduff hopes God will forgive the former for all his crimes.
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	   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Sentences may vary.



1. d



2. a



3. b



4. c



5. a


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  B



b) [image: ]  A



c) [image: ]  D



d) [image: ]  D



e) [image: ]  C


	
   1.   

Answers may vary, but should mention her guilt over her part in the murders that brought her husband to the throne, and the wrath of Scotland and the English to Dunsinane Castle.

   2.   

The Doctor says that Lady Macbeth needs a priest more than she needs a doctor.

   3.   

Malcolm is described as “the medicine of the sickly weal” or the doctor who will heal the sick country of Scotland.

   4.   

Macbeth confesses that he wishes to die, though he cannot bring himself to end his own life.

   5.   

Macbeth is unafraid because he trusts the predictions of the Weird Sisters.

   6.   

Macbeth asks the Doctor if there is a drug that could rid Scotland of the English, to which the Doctor replies that the preparations for war seem to be the remedy.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



Vocabulary



1. slaughterous



2. censures



3. Err



4. frets



5. aweary

6. intrenchant

7. underwrit

8. ague


	
   1.   

a)  F 



b)  F 



c)  T 

d)  T 

e)  F 

f)  F 



   2.   



a) 5

b) 6

c) 2

d) 1

e) 4

f) 3


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Macbeth disbelieves it at first, but loses confidence that he can survive the battle to come.

   2.   

Macbeth still believes that no man born of woman can kill him.

   3.   

Macduff believes that if someone else kills Macbeth, the ghosts of his wife and children will haunt him forever.

   4.   

Macbeth curses the witches who advised him and refuses to fight Macduff.

   5.   

Malcolm sees Macbeth’s severed head carried into Dunsinane by Macduff.

   6.   

Malcolm invites all present to witness his crowning.
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Word Search Puzzle


[image: ]




	
   1.   

At the beginning of the play, Duncan is at a military camp near his palace at Forres.

   2.   

Macbeth and Banquo were fighting Irish invaders led by the rebel Macdonwald.

   3.   

The First Witch plans to go to the woman’s husband and, disguised as a rat, prevent him from sleep, draining him of energy for 81 weeks.

   4.   

Lady Macbeth needs to start thinking and behaving as a man would.

   5.   

Duncan gives Lady Macbeth a diamond to thank her for her boundless hospitality.

   6.   

After murdering the King, Macbeth was frightened when the servants woke briefly and said their prayers before going back to sleep.

   7.   

Macduff called the King’s body God’s Temple, comparing his murder to a break-in.


	
   8.   

Lady Macbeth tries to shame her husband by questioning his manhood.

   9.   

Macbeth attributes his hallucinations to his inexperience in committing crimes.

   10.   

Malcolm claims to have insatiable sexual desires such that all the women in Scotland could not satisfy him.

   11.   

Ten thousand English soldiers under the command of Siward.

   12.   

King Edward heals the sick by placing a gold coin around their necks and saying prayers over them.

   13.   

Macbeth tells the messenger that he will hang him from a tree until he starves to death if he is lying and that the servant can do the same to him, if he is truthful.

   14.   

The irony in Macbeth’s distrust of the Witches’ prophecies is that everything they prophesied about him came true.
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Throughout Macbeth, nature—especially the weather—is almost

as much a character as any other. It reflects the events and the

moods of the characters. Discuss the role played by the nature’s
odd behavior in each of the following scenes.

Act I, Scene 1: The Witches.

Act 1, Scene 3: Macbeth and Banquo meet the witches.

Act 2, Scene 3: Storms the night of Duncan’s murder.

Act 2, Scene 4: Darkness in the day and strange animal behavior.

Act 3, Scene 5: The Witches meet their Mistress.

Acts 4 and 5: Weather not mentioned at all. Why?
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Lady Macbeth is more ambitious and ruthless than her husband,
yet she suffers more acutely from guilt at the crimes she helps
Macbeth commit. Look at the following scenes and discuss Lady
Macbeth’s influence on the events of the play, especially her
influence on her husband.

Act I, Scene 5: Trying to be more like a man.

Act II, Scene 2: Lady Macbeth sets up the murder and helps clean up after.






