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Fahrenheit 451









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates some understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a considerable understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	
Content

• Information and details relevant to focus


	Elements incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements are complete; details missing

	All required elements are complete; key details contain some description

	All required elements are complete; enough description for clarity




	Style

• Effective word choice and originality

• Precise language


	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language




	Conventions

• Spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our literature kit is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. Our guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities that match the student’s abilities.

Our literature kit divides the novel by sections and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include censorship, government control, mass media, ignorance, knowledge, and conformity. Fahrenheit 451 also presents notable motifs such as religion and representations of the natural world juxtaposed ironically with technology.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.









	[image: ]
	 
	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns — just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of Fahrenheit 451. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, small group activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	MONTAG’S BIOGRAPHY
In this graphic organizer, you will put yourself in the role of Montag’s biographer. It will be up to you to include in the biography all of the words, descriptions, and events that you would use to describe Montag’s character. Use events and other evidence from the book to support what you believe are the most important aspects of Guy Montag’s life.
Found on Page 53.












	THE FLAMES OF CHANGE
Use events and evidence from the book to show how Montag’s perspective changes throughout the novel. This graphic organizer depicts flames that burn away Montag’s past, and open the door to his own thoughts and beliefs.
Found on Page 54.
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	THE GROTESQUE CARNIVAL
As his home burns, Guy Montag envisions it as a carnival to entertain. The book also uses various animal metaphors. Use this carnival sideshow organizer to illustrate the purpose behind the use of these animalmachines.
Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

In an unnamed American city and an undetermined future year, firemen are employed to do the burning. Society is ruled by mass media with broadcasts on wall-sized televisions playing a more important role than nature, conversation, or independent thought. Among the firemen is Guy Montag, hired to burn the houses and possessions of those who read books, which have been outlawed. After speaking with a life-loving 17-year-old named Clarisse McClellan, Montag becomes increasingly disillusioned with the emptiness of his life and looks for answers in books.

Suggestions for Further Reading
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	OTHER BOOKS BY RAY BRADBURY
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	The Martian Chronicles © 1950



	Dandelion Wine © 1957



	Something Wicked This Way Comes © 1962



	The Halloween Tree © 1972



	Death Is a Lonely Business © 1985



	A Graveyard for Lunatics © 1990



	Farewell Summer © 2006












	 
	OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
	 



	Aldous Huxley, Brave New World © 1932



	George Orwell, 1984 © 1949



	John Wyndham, The Chrysalids © 1955



	Stephen King, The Running Man © 1982



	Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale © 1985



	Chris Crutcher, The Sledding Hill © 2005
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List of Vocabulary


SECTION 1

• pleasure • blackened • nozzle • venomous • tatters • stolid • gorging • sparkling • fierce • singed • luxuriously • halt • flue • waft • vanishing • compressed • stir • slender • curiosity • hypnotized • awe • miraculous • fragile • hysterical • flattering • abruptly • irritable • will • conscience • simile • immense • snug • pulverized



SECTION 2

• dopey • exotic • conjure • peculiar • aggravating • forgive • divide • trembling • threaten • humming • vibrating • illuminated • quivered • wildness • fascinated • pawn • incinerator • blotches • simmered • multifaceted • craftsmanship • wandering • antisocial • funnels • abnormal • forbidden • flurry


SECTION 3

• plunged • flourish • innocent • gazed • farsighted • drenched • clumsily • dignity • spectacle • bloomed • contempt • condemnation • abyss • ravenous • jargon • tamped • frowning • stagnant • gushed • bombarded • cacophony • pantomime • rustle • feigning • yammering • ruddy



SECTION 4

• abstractedly • fidgeted • centrifuge • philosophies • neglected • melancholy • pratfall • impatience • surges • controversy • dictum • exploitation • intellectual • tortures • cower • custodians • dread • titillation • serenity • heredity • bestial • limp • gullet • overanxious • converter • consonants • moaning • shrieking • sagged


SECTION 5

• paced • vessel • precise • trembling • subside • teem • damnedest • starving • cadenced • sensed • courageous • numbed • monologue • faint • suffused • notions • perspiring • duplicate • sieve • retaliation • intuitively • pores • infinite • profusion • mediocre • perished • skepticism



SECTION 6

• suspicion • sown • arsonists • bravo • praetorian • chap • insidious • treason • linguists • nibble • sprang • warded • wadded • delinquents • welter • microscopic • bobbins • gnat • simultaneously • enameled • incense • brows • subaudible • sputtering • hiss • ruinous • plank • heave


SECTION 7

• quavered • wailed • pretend • desert • swaying • hem • creaked • bewildered • cheery • abortions • sizzled • dispersing • dynamite • error • sickening • gasp • assured • consoling • scolding • invigorated • distilled • honed • pries • manifested • reckoning • folly • rebut • perfunctorily • chuff



SECTION 8

• carnival • disbelief • do-gooders • rigidity • valise • gobbledegook • molecules • burdensome • raveled • nuzzling • gout • rend • cinders • soot • fumbling • snob • literateur • manikin • writhing • pulse • liquefaction


SECTION 9

• whirling • fluttering • rash • dilate • chandelier • luminous • phantom • grotesque • limned • punctured • oblivion • frantic • dwindle • splendid • neon • baying • veered • braiding • gummed • cardamom • ragweed



SECTION 10

• microfilming • suspect • incite • abandoned • pedants • superior • starlight • waterproof • elaborate • crackpots • verses • resolve • triumph • glitter • sculptor • slum • allotted • convolutions • meerest • prattled
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Ray Bradbury
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Author and poet Ray Bradbury was born on August 22, 1920 in Waukegan, Illinois. His parents were Leonard Spaulding Bradbury and Ester Moberg Bradbury. His father worked for the power and telephone utilities, while his mother was a Swedish immigrant. Bradbury grew up in Waukegan surrounded by his extended family and enjoyed a happy youth. This childhood and his hometown would go on to feature in his short stories and novels under the pseudonym ‘Green Town’.

From a young age, he had a keen interest in books and reading, choosing stories of fantasy and adventure by the likes of Jules Verne and The Wonderful Wizard of Oz author L. Frank Baum. His love for the printed word would lead to his decision to become a writer in his early teens.

In 1934, Bradbury’s family relocated to Los Angeles, where he took part in school drama productions. Later, he was paid for contributing a joke to the Burns & Allen show—his first earnings as a writer. Bradbury graduated high school in 1938, and his first short story was published in a fan magazine that same year. However, Bradbury couldn’t afford to go to college. Instead, he went to the library three days per week for the next decade, subsequently claiming that libraries raised him.

He sold his first professional story Pendulum in 1941, a month before the United States entered the Second World War. Bradbury’s vision problems kept him out of the fight and by 1943, he’d become a full-time author. He published a collection of short stories entitled Dark Carnival in 1947, and that year he married Marguerite McClure with whom he had four daughters over 11 years.

The Martian Chronicles became his first published novel in 1950, and was followed by his bestknown work—Fahrenheit 451—in 1953. It quickly became regarded as a modern American classic. Bradbury remained a prolific writer for the rest of his life, publishing 30 books and nearly 600 short stories. He died in Los Angeles on June 5, 2012 at the age of 91.
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•   Ray Bradbur y has said Fahrenheit 451 is mostly a commentary on the problems that arise when mass media takes a predominant role in society.

•   Bradbury dismissed being classified as a science fiction author, saying his writing simply dealt with concepts of the fantastic and unreal.

•   Bradbury developed his own HBO show in 1986, on which he produced television adaptations of his short stories. It ran for six years.
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Section One

(From the beginning to the paragraph “”You don’t look so hot yourself,” said his wife.”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Published in the early 1950s, Fahrenheit 451 depicts a dystopian future. What themes do you think might be presented?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	The title of the first section of the book is “The Hearth and the Salamander.” What might these two things tell you about the themes of this section?
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word. Be careful - a couple are a bit tricky!













	hypnotized
	abruptly
	fragile
	fierce



	luxuriously
	irritable
	halt
	stolid












	 

	1.
	Montag gave a savage grin.



	 

	2.
	Montag was calm as he ignited the kerosene.



	 

	3.
	Montag showered extravagantly after the fire.



	 

	4.
	Clarisse’s mention of dew made Montag irascible.



	 

	5.
	Montag came to a screeching stop on the fire pole.



	 

	6.
	Clarisse seemed entranced by the salamander.



	 

	7.
	Montag laughed suddenly.



	 

	8.
	Clarisse’s face turned into a delicate milk crystal.
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Section One

(From the beginning to the paragraph “”You don’t look so hot yourself,” said his wife.”)









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	When did Montag become a fireman?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	20 years ago.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	10 years ago.
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	C
	30 years ago.
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	D
	When he was 26.



	 
	b)
	What accelerant does Montag use to start the fire?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	gasoline



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	butane



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	kerosene



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	acetylene



	 
	c)
	How old is Clarisse?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	18



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	13



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	16



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	17



	 
	d)
	How many capsules were in Mildred’s pill bottle?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	200



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	30



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	300



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	20



	 
	e)
	How much did it cost to save Mildred’s life?
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	A
	50 bucks



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	25 bucks



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	75 bucks



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	100 bucks
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Section One

(From the beginning to the paragraph “”You don’t look so hot yourself,” said his wife.”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.







	1.
	Who was arrested for being a pedestrian?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What do Clarisse’s observations about people tell you about the society being depicted?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Clarisse describes herself as crazy, why?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Montag says reading books is illegal. Why might that law exist?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why have billboards been elongated in this future world? How long are they?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Why do you think Montag doesn’t tell Mildred what happened to her when she wakes up?
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	Writing in the 1950s, author Ray Bradbury describes thimble-like seashells that people listen to for entertainment. These appear to be much like modern earbud headphones. Describe the other instances where Bradbury appears to predict modern technology. In a few paragraphs, describe these and what their depiction says about the society of the novel. Compare this to your own idea of society.
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Section Two

(From the paragraph that starts with “In the late afternoon it rained…” to the paragraph “Montag’s hand closed like a mouth,…”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Clarisse seems to have a different way of thinking than Montag. Predict whether this will impact his actions later in the story.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	The men who save Mildred tell Montag they have nine or ten of the same cases per night. What does their interaction with Montag say about how these incidents are treated in this world?
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.













	 1 
	exotic
	 
	deviating from the usual
	 A 



	 2 
	conjure
	 
	to have irregular patches
	 B 



	 3 
	humming
	 
	enthralled, drawn attention to
	 C 



	 4 
	fascinated
	 
	one used by another for their own purpose
	 D 



	 5 
	pawn
	 
	having many aspects
	 E 



	 6 
	multifaceted
	 
	old and torn
	 F 



	 7 
	blotches
	 
	low, continuous sound
	 G 



	 8 
	ragged
	 
	contrary to the customs of society
	 H 



	 9 
	abnormal
	 
	to make appear or materialize
	  I 



	 10 
	antisocial
	 
	non-native
	 J 
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Section Two

(From the paragraph that starts with “In the late afternoon it rained…” to the paragraph “Montag’s hand closed like a mouth,…”)











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Mildred acknowledges she took all the pills.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	The wall-TV costs $5,000.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Montag says he isn’t in love.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	The hound reacted toward Montag three times in the previous month.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Montag says Mildred doesn’t want children.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	The radio says, “war may be declared any day.”












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in this Section.












	 
	 

	 a)
	The mechanical hound growls at Montag.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Mildred reads a script.



	 
	 

	 c)
	Beatty says the hound “just functions.”



	 
	 

	 d)
	Montag asks Clarisse if she tries everything once.



	 
	 

	 e)
	Stoneman and Black remind Montag of the history of firemen in America.



	 
	 

	 f)
	Montag does not see Clarisse.
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Section Two

(From the paragraph that starts with “In the late afternoon it rained…” to the paragraph “Montag’s hand closed like a mouth,…”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What does Mildred’s comment, “It’s only two thousand dollars”—about a fourth wall TV—tell you about her character?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Montag tells Clarisse, “And my wife thirty and yet you seem so much older at times.” Why might he feel this way?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Clarisse tells Montag he’s peculiar and “not like the others.” Why does she say this?



	 
	 



	4.
	What is implied to be hidden in Montag’s AC vent?



	 
	 



	5.
	Clarisse says people don’t talk about anything, everyone agrees, and museums are filled with abstract art. What do these things say about the evolution of this society?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Montag says he’s never seen a fireman that didn’t have black hair, black brows etc. and that the men are mirror images of himself. What does this suggest about the firemen in this time?
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	When the firemen crash through the woman’s front door, she says “Play the man, master Ridley; we shall this day light such a candle, by God’s grace, in England, as I trust shall never be put out.” Research this quote. What significance might it have to the woman’s situation, given the context of the quote?
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Section Three

(From the paragraph that starts with “Montag had done nothing.” to the paragraph “Montag sat in bed.”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Montag reads a few words from a book as it falls into his arms from above. Predict what sort of consequences he could face in the next section.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Predict what will happen to the woman whose books were hidden in the attic. Explain your reasoning.
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.













	contempt
	dignity
	ravenous
	flourish



	cacophony
	gazed
	drenched
	jargon












	1.
	Montag hid a falling book under his arm with a magician’s _________.



	2.
	The woman reached out with __________ to them all and struck the match.



	3.
	Montag, shaken, __________ at that white hand.



	4.
	The books were ___________ with kerosene.



	5.
	Beatty, keeping his __________, backed out of the room.



	6.
	The “relatives” on the parlor screens spoke in meaningless ___________.



	7.
	Montag’s hands were ___________.



	8.
	The parlor screens boomed and Montag drowned in music and pure ___________.
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Section Three

(From the paragraph that starts with “Montag had done nothing.” to the paragraph “Montag sat in bed.”)







	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the Section.



	a)
	“He held his pants out into an __________ and let them fall into darkness.”



	b)
	“He could only ___________, hoping she would turn his way and see him.”



	c)
	“A child ____________ illness, afraid to call…”



	d)
	“The ___________ voices stopped yelling in the parlor.”



	e)
	“Captain Beatty sat down in the most comfortable chair with a peaceful look on his ___________ face.”














	2.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Montag steals a book.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Mildred is concerned about the woman the firemen killed.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Mildred says Clarisse was killed by a car.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Beatty says fanatics always try homicide.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Montag remembers meeting Mildred, but she doesn’t remember meeting him.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Montag says something in books makes people crazy.
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Section Three

(From the paragraph that starts with “Montag had done nothing.” to the paragraph “Montag sat in bed.”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Give two examples where the author uses animal imagery to describe machines. Why might he do this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What does Beatty’s knowledge of Latimer’s comments to Ridley and subsequent explanation of them tell you about him?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What is the author talking about when he says Montag’s hands were ravenous?



	 
	 



	4.
	What do you think is happening to Montag when he describes his wife as a stranger and says he’s in someone else’s house?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What might the author be trying to indicate with Montag and Mildred’s exchange about when they met?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Why might Montag feel empty?
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	Montag says: “There must be something in books, things we can’t imagine, to make a woman stay in a burning house; there must be something there. You don’t stay for nothing.” Contemplate this thought. What was so important that the woman would die rather than live without her books? In a journal entry of no less than 500 words, explain your thoughts on this point, and on the value and role of literature in today’s society.
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Section Four

(From the paragraph that starts with ““Well,” said Beatty, “take the night off!”” to the paragraph ““Here now,” said Montag. “We’ll start over again, at the beginning.””)
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	abstractedly
centrifuge
controversy
cower
custodians
dictum
dread
exploitation
fidgeted
impatience
intellectual
melancholy
neglected
philosophies
pratfall
serenity
surges
titillation
tortures
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	Across
	Down



	
3. Done while preoccupied.

4. Make small, nervous movements.

7. Someone who takes care of something or someone.

9. Being restless or irritable.

12. A machine used to separate fluids of different densities.

13. A formal announcement from an authority.

14. Treating one unfairly to benefit from their work.

15. Inflictions of pain to illicit a response.

17. A stupid and embarrassing action.

18. Systems of thought.


	
1. Great fear.

2. Not given proper attention.

5. Crouch in fear.

6. To excite the imagination.

8. A state of calm.

9. A smart or educated person.

10. A prolonged public disagreement.

11. Sadness without obvious cause.

16. Sudden force or movements of waves.
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Section Four

(From the paragraph that starts with “”Well,” said Beatty, “take the night off!”” to the paragraph “”Here now,” said Montag. “We’ll start over again, at the beginning.””)







	1.
	Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct word from the Section.




“One last [image: ],” said Beatty. “At least once in his career, every fireman gets an [image: ]. What do the books [image: ], he wonders. Oh, to [image: ] that itch, eh? Well, [image: ], take my word for it, I’ve had to [image: ] a [image: ] in my time, to know what it was about, and the books say [image: ] ! Nothing you can [image: ] or [image: ]. They’re about [image: ] people, figments of imagination, if they’re [image: ]. And if they’re [image: ], it’s worse, one professor calling another an idiot, one philosopher screaming down another’s [image: ]. All of them running about, putting out the stars and [image: ] the sun. You come away lost.”

“Well, then, what if a fireman accidentally, really not intending anything, takes a book home with him?”

Montag [image: ]. The open door looked at him with its great [image: ] eye.

“A [image: ] error. [image: ] alone,” said Beatty. “We don’t get overanxious or mad. We let the fireman keep the book twenty-four hours. If he hasn’t burned it by then, we simply come burn it for him.”

“Of course.” Montag’s mouth was dry.

“Well, Montag. Will you take another, later [image: ], today? Will we see you tonight perhaps?”

“I don’t know,” said Montag.









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Four

(From the paragraph that starts with “”Well,” said Beatty, “take the night off!”” to the paragraph “”Here now,” said Montag. “We’ll start over again, at the beginning.””)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	According to Beatty, why are books banned?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why does Beatty say “We all must be alike.” Do you agree with this idea? Why or Why not?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why is there no longer a need for firemen in the traditional sense in this society?



	 
	 



	4.
	Why does Beatty say Clarisse is better off dead?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	How many books has Montag hidden away behind his air conditioner vent?



	 
	 



	6.
	What happens to people when they die in this society? Use evidence to support your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 














	[image: ]
	 
	Beatty repeatedly says books are dangerous because they present conflicting ideas. He maintains that this conflict can only cause unhappiness and says: “That’s all we live for, isn’t it? For pleasure, for titillation?” In a journal entry, discuss the positives and negatives of living in a society with such values. What might the author be trying to communicate with this explanation from Beatty?













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Five

(From the paragraph that starts with “They read the long afternoon through,…” to the paragraph “”Denham’s Dentifrice; they toil not,…””)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	It is suggested that Beatty may know about Montag taking a book. Predict whether he knows the full extent of Montag’s book collection.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Mildred doesn’t seem at all interested in books. Why do you think Montag is interested while Mildred is not?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.













	1.
	Montag paced back and forth in the parlor.



	 
	a) marched
	b) hopped
	c) slipped
	d) wandered



	2.
	Filling a vessel drop by drop, there is at last a drop which makes it run over.



	 
	a) boat
	b) schooner
	c) container
	d) person



	3.
	Montag was waiting for his trembling to stop.



	 
	a) convulsing
	b) shrugging
	c) shaking
	d) laughing



	4.
	Montag imagined the parlor as an ocean that would teem with life when the screens are on.



	 
	a) pair
	b) swarm
	c) cascade
	d) light



	5.
	Faber spoke in a cadenced voice.



	 
	a) loud
	b) inflected
	c) booming
	d) soft



	6.
	Faber says the mediocre writers run a quick hand over life.



	 
	a) exciting
	b) trained
	c) medieval
	d) average














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Five

(From the paragraph that starts with “They read the long afternoon through,…” to the paragraph “”Denham’s Dentifrice; they toil not,…””)









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	Who called Mildred to talk about a television show?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Her mother



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Ann



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	David



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Daisy



	 
	b)
	Which television show does Mildred say is on tonight?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	The Family Hour



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	The Fire Ring



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	The White Clown



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Nothing



	 
	c)
	Of which subject was Faber a professor?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Philosophy



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Physics



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Astronomy



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	English



	 
	d)
	Under which heading is Faber’s name filed in Montag’s file-wallet?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Future Investigations (?)



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Potential Investigations (?)



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Contacts (!)



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Potential Treasons (?)



	 
	e)
	Which legend does Faber say relates to their city and time?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Hercules and Antaeus



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Bilbo and the walking trees



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Fester and Wednesday



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Habeas and Corpus












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Five

(From the paragraph that starts with “They read the long afternoon through,…” to the paragraph “”Denham’s Dentifrice; they toil not,…””)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What is Montag starting to realize when he talks about Clarisse and how she was the first person he can remember who looked at him as if he counted?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	When Montag reads “That favorite subject, myself,” Mildred says, “I understand that one.” What does this tell you about her values?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why does Faber say he became one of the “guilty”? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	How many atomic wars does Montag say there have been since 2022?



	 
	 



	5.
	What might Montag be experiencing when he talks about getting “back the old face and old hands the way they were”?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Faber says “we are living in a time when flowers are trying to live on flowers, instead of growing on good rain and black loam.” What might he mean by this?



	 
	 



	 
	 














	[image: ]
	 
	Faber says “Books can be beaten down with reason. But with all my knowledge and skepticism, I have never been able to argue with a one-hundred-piece symphony orchestra, full color, three dimensions, and being in and part of one of those incredible parlors.” In a journal entry of no less than 500 words, discuss this thought and how it relates to the society depicted in the book. Also, discuss how it does and doesn’t relate to today’s society.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Six

(From the paragraph that starts with “”Only if the third necessary thing could be given to us.”” to the paragraph “Mildred beamed.”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Montag has gone to Faber for help. Predict whether Faber will be able to provide the answers Montag seeks.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Faber says books can help if there is quality information and time to think about it. What else might be required?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.














	warded
	hiss
	incense
	chap
	insidious



	tittered
	microscopic
	subaudible
	ruinous
	sown












	1.
	Framing the firemen is an __________ plan.



	2.
	Faber wants the seeds of suspicion ___________ among the arsonists.



	3.
	The average __________ will only see ninety-nine percent of the world in a book.



	4.
	“Children are __________,” said Mrs. Phelps.



	5.
	There was __________ trembling around and about and in the women.



	6.
	Montag stood in the church trying to get enough of the raw __________ into his lungs.



	7.
	On the table lay a number of tools and a welter of __________ wire hairs, tiny coils, bobbins, and crystals.



	8.
	Any moment the women might let out a long sputtering __________ and explode.



	9.
	Montag ___________ Faber off and continued tearing the book.



	10.
	“It’s like washing clothes; stuff laundry in and slam the lid,” Mrs. Bowles __________.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Six

(From the paragraph that starts with “”Only if the third necessary thing could be given to us.”” to the paragraph “Mildred beamed.”)











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Hubert Hoag was always picking his nose.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Mrs. Phelps says caesarian sections “turned the trick.”



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	The army called Pete last week according to Mrs. Phelps.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	The white cartoon clowns chopped off each other’s limbs.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	The bank is operated round the clock by robot tellers.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Faber says he’s the king bee, safe in the hive.














	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in the Section.












	 
	 

	 a)
	A woman drinks orange juice and smiles simultaneously.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Faber outlines three things they need to have in order for books to help.



	 
	 

	 c)
	Faber tells Montag about an unemployed printer.



	 
	 

	 d)
	Faber references Caesar’s praetorian guard.



	 
	 

	 e)
	Winston Nobel and Hubert Hoag are discussed.



	 
	 

	 f)
	The women show off their Cheshire Cat smiles.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Six

(From the paragraph that starts with “”Only if the third necessary thing could be given to us.”” to the paragraph “Mildred beamed.”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What is the significance of Montag saying “That’s the good part of dying; when you’ve nothing to lose, you run any risk you want”?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Faber says: “After all, when we had all the books we needed, we still insisted on finding the highest cliff to jump off.” What might Faber mean by this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	How long ago does Faber imply books were banned? Use evidence to support your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What has been moving east while Montag and Faber talk about sabotaging the firemen?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why do you think Faber initially tells Montag to go to bed and not waste his time?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Why does Faber tell Montag he’s “wise already”? Use evidence to support your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 














	[image: ]
	 
	In this section, the women discuss two presidential candidates with such comments as “you just don’t go running a little short man like that against a tall man” and, in comparing their names, “compare Winston Nobel to Hubert Hoag for ten seconds and you can almost figure the results.” What are your thoughts on this way of thinking? Should a person’s name and appearance matter in politics? Is appearance a factor in today’s politics? Discuss these questions, including some examples of how politicians’ appearances are treated today.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Seven

(From the paragraph that starts with “But Montag was gone and back in a moment with a book in his hand.” to the paragraph “”Why,” said Montag slowly, “we’ve stopped in front of my house.””)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Montag loses his temper and yells at the women. Predict whether this interaction will lead to conflict in the future.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	The war going on in the background of this story hasn’t played a large role. Predict whether this will change. Explain your reasoning.



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Circle the correct word that matches the meaning of the underlined word.













	1.
	“I’m going home,” quavered Mrs. Bowles.



	 
	a) warbled
	b) soothed
	c) shouted
	d) yelled



	2.
	They sat, not touching her, bewildered with her display.



	 
	a) transfixed
	b) perplexed
	c) apprehensive
	d) encouraged



	3.
	“Come on, let’s be cheery, you turn the ‘family’ on, now.”



	 
	a) despondent
	b) crestfallen
	c) morose
	d) blithe



	4.
	It was good listening to the beetle hum, the sleepy mosquito buzz and the delicate filigree murmur of the old man’s voice, at first scolding him and then consoling him.



	 
	a) dissuading
	b) comforting
	c) antagonizing
	d) agitating



	5.
	By the time I was forty, my blunt instrument had been honed to a fine cutting point for me.



	 
	a) dulled
	b) enhanced
	c) refined
	d) milled



	6.
	I must admit that your blind raging invigorated me.



	 
	a) revitalized
	b) annoyed
	c) tired
	d) fortified














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Seven

(From the paragraph that starts with “But Montag was gone and back in a moment with a book in his hand.” to the paragraph “”Why,” said Montag slowly, “we’ve stopped in front of my house.””)

Fill in each blank with the correct word(s) from the Section.







	a)
	“That’s not right,” ___________ Mrs. Bowles.



	b)
	“Montag, listen, only one way out, play it as a joke, cover up, __________ you aren’t mad at all.”



	c)
	They sat in the middle of an empty __________ with three chairs and him standing, swaying, and him waiting…



	d)
	I want a little of my cowardice to be __________ in you tonight.



	e)
	“If you need help when Beatty __________ at you, I’ll be sitting right here in your eardrum making notes!”











	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.















	chaff
	perfunctorily
	folly
	reckoning
	rebut
	manifested












	a)
	Here was where the conscience first __________ itself to snatch books.



	b)
	Truth is truth, to the end of __________, we’ve cried.



	c)
	The ____________ of mistaking a metaphor for truth is inborn in us.



	d)
	“I was doing a terrible thing in using the very books you clung to, to __________ you on every hand, on every point!”



	e)
	Beatty glanced ___________ at it, and shoved it in his pocket.



	f)
	All the while Montag was thinking of the women, the ___________ women in his parlor tonight.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Seven

(From the paragraph that starts with “But Montag was gone and back in a moment with a book in his hand.” to the paragraph “”Why,” said Montag slowly, “we’ve stopped in front of my house.””)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why do you think Montag lost control like he did? Use evidence to support your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What does Faber mean when he talks about the “terrible tyranny of the majority”? Use evidence to support your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Faber tells Montag that the two are fire and water mixing, and once it’s finished will be “neither fire, nor water, but wine.” What do you believe he means by this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What are the names of two authors quoted by Beatty in this section?



	 
	 



	5.
	Why does Beatty say books can be traitors?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Where does Montag hide the remainder of his books?



	 
	 



	 
	 














	[image: ]
	 
	What is the significance of Montag’s reading of Dover Beach? Do some research and discuss how this poem is or isn’t relevant in the context of Montag’s world. Is there anything in the poem that is similar to Montag’s world? Is there anything that is different?













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Eight

(From the paragraph that starts with “Lights flicked on and house doors opened all down the street,…” to the paragraph “The thing that had saved him was falling flat.”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Beatty and the firemen have arrived at Montag’s home. Predict what Montag’s reaction will be.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	While at the fire station, Montag notes the mechanical hound isn’t in its kennel. Predict whether Montag will finally have to face his fear of it.



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure that the meaning of each word is clear in your sentences.




Carnival 

 

Do-gooders 

 

Rigidity 

 

Gobbledegook 

 

Nuzzling 

 

Cinders 

 

Writhing 

 

Liquefaction 

 

Rend 

 











	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Eight

(From the paragraph that starts with “Lights flicked on and house doors opened all down the street,…” to the paragraph “The thing that had saved him was falling flat.”)







	1.
	Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the Section.




Beatty grinned his most [image: ] grin.

“Well, that’s one way to get an [image: ]. Hold a gun on a man and force him to listen to your speech. [image: ] away. What’ll it be this time? Why don’t you belch [image: ] at me, you fumbling snob? ‘There is no terror, [image: ], in your threats, for I am arm’d so strong in honesty that they pass by me as an idle wind, which I respect not!’ How’s that? Go ahead now, you second-hand [image: ], pull the trigger.” He took one step toward Montag.

Montag only said, “We never burned [image: ]….”

“Hand it over, Guy,” said Beatty with a [image: ] smile.














	2.
	Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:



	 
	a)
	Which two firemen does Montag knock out?
	b)
	What does Montag say to Beatty just before killing him?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Morris and Johnson
	[image: ]
	A
	“You’re fired.”



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Crowe and Stevens
	[image: ]
	B
	“We never burned right.”



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Beatty and Black
	[image: ]
	C
	“Hasta la vista Beatty.”



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Stoneman and Black
	[image: ]
	D
	“We never learned right.”



	 
	c)
	What does Montag say Mildred will do as she rides across town alone?
	d)
	How many lanes is the thoroughfare Montag had to cross?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Listen to seashell radio.
	[image: ]
	A
	20 lanes



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Sit in the parlor and cry.
	[image: ]
	B
	6 lanes



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Talk to herself.
	[image: ]
	C
	10 lanes



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Move to Wisconsin.
	[image: ]
	D
	100 lanes



	 
	e)
	What crimes has Montag been accused of committing on seashell radio?
	f)
	Which part of Montag’s body is struck by the car?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Pilfering public property and murder.
	[image: ]
	A
	Tip of the nose.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Killing a superior officer on a Sunday.
	[image: ]
	B
	Tip of the cap.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Absent without leave and murder.
	[image: ]
	C
	Tip of the middle finger.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Murder and crimes against the state.
	[image: ]
	D
	Tip of the big toe.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Eight

(From the paragraph that starts with “Lights flicked on and house doors opened all down the street,…” to the paragraph “The thing that had saved him was falling flat.”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	When the firemen and Beatty arrive at Montag’s home, it’s described as a carnival. Why might it be described this way?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why would Mildred betray Montag to the firemen?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Was Montag justified in killing Beatty? Explain your reasoning.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why does Montag say he instinctively ran toward Faber’s home? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	How does Montag feel about Mildred’s betrayal? Use evidence to support your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	How many hidden books did Mildred miss?



	 
	 














	[image: ]
	 
	After Montag kills Beatty, he contemplates the situation, coming to the conclusion that Beatty wanted to die. Is there any evidence to support this thought? Go back through the book and note any instances where you feel Beatty might be trying to elicit such a reaction from Montag. This entry should be at least a few paragraphs in length, including a paragraph stating your opinion and supporting evidence.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Nine

(From the paragraph that starts with “Montag gasped. Far down the boulevard,…” to the paragraph “And then, after a time of the men sitting around the fire,…”)

Answer the questions in a complete sentence.







	1.
	Montag is now a fugitive. Do you believe he will escape or will he be captured? Predict the outcome of this situation.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Faber and Montag have discussed a plan to frame the firemen. Predict whether this plan will come to fruition.



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	In each of the following sets of words, circle the one word that does not belong. Then, write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.













	1.
	a) rash
	b) prudent
	c) impulsive
	d) hasty



	 
	 



	2.
	a) grotesque
	b) ugly
	c) normal
	d) distorted



	 
	 



	3.
	a) limned
	b) highlighted
	c) adorned
	d) obscured



	 
	 



	4.
	a) aroma
	b) cardamom
	c) spice
	d) seed



	 
	 



	5.
	a) phantom
	b) translucent
	c) specter
	d) apparition














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Nine

(From the paragraph that starts with “Montag gasped. Far down the boulevard,…” to the paragraph “And then, after a time of the men sitting around the fire,…”)









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	What is the name of the man who greets Montag at the campfire?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Smith



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Granger



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Herman



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Cobblepot



	 
	b)
	What does Montag do to change his scent after meeting the group in the woods?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Wears the skin of several burrowing owls sown together.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Rubs mud all over.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Drinks a fluid.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Slathers himself with gasoline.



	 
	c)
	What do the authorities ask people to do to help find Montag?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Call 9-1-1.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Go to their doors and windows and look out at the same time.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Watch the parlor screens.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	All of the above.



	 
	d)
	How many odor indexes can the hound remember?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	One hundred billion.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Two hundred thousand.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Ten thousand on ten thousand men.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Both A and C.



	 
	e)
	In whose house does Montag hide books?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Stoneman’s



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Black’s



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Beatty’s



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Mrs. Phelps’












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Nine

(From the paragraph that starts with “Montag gasped. Far down the boulevard,…” to the paragraph “And then, after a time of the men sitting around the fire,…”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What does Faber say there are lots of on the railroad tracks between the city and Los Angeles?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What’s happening when Montag describes himself being the subject of TV news coverage? Explain your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	How does Montag feel about being on the run? Use evidence to support your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What does Montag say was all he wanted now? Use evidence to support your response.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What is the significance of Montag describing the smells of the countryside? Explain your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	In your opinion, why would this society rather murder an innocent man than admit they couldn’t find a fugitive?



	 
	 



	 
	 














	[image: ]
	 
	At the end of this section, the authorities have murdered an innocent man with the announcer proclaiming “a crime against society has been avenged.” Is there anything in today’s society that reflects this way of thinking? Can society be avenged with murder? Detail your thoughts and opinions on this subject, making sure to answer the questions posed above.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Ten

(From the paragraph that starts with “Darkness. “We now take you to the Sky Room of the Hotel Lux…”” to the end.)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	With Montag presumed dead, do you expect him to be able to escape the authorities for good? Explain your reasoning.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Is there any reason Montag shouldn’t trust Granger? Predict how this interaction will influence the end of the story.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Choose a word from the list that means the same as the underlined word.













	sparkle
	perfectionists
	deserted
	commitment



	coils
	instigate
	slightest
	hovel













	 

	1.
	Granger says the group’s goal isn’t to incite anger.



	 

	2.
	There are thousands walking the abandoned railroad tracks.



	 

	3.
	Granger says the men mustn’t be pedants.



	 

	4.
	Montag looked for a resolve in the men’s faces.



	 

	5.
	Montag expected the faces to glitter with knowledge.



	 

	6.
	Montag saw the meerest flourish of light.



	 

	7.
	Granger’s grandfather helped clean up a slum.



	 

	8.
	Granger says in the convolutions of his brain you could find the thumbprint of his grandfather.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Ten

(From the paragraph that starts with “Darkness. “We now take you to the Sky Room of the Hotel Lux…”” to the end.)











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Fred Clement used to occupy the Thomas Hardy chair at Banebridge.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Gulliver’s Travels is one of the books the men have memorized.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	A man named Ferris knows the Book of Ecclesiastes.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Montag has a waterproof watch.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Montag doesn’t miss Mildred.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Granger’s grandfather was a carpenter.














	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in the Section.












	 
	 

	 a)
	Montag checks the time.



	 
	 

	 b)
	The bombs are dropped.



	 
	 

	 c)
	The men eat bacon.



	 
	 

	 d)
	Montag thinks of something to say to make the trip easier.



	 
	 

	 e)
	Montag is introduced to the group.



	 
	 

	 f)
	Granger welcomes Montag back from the dead.
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Section Ten

(From the paragraph that starts with “Darkness. “We now take you to the Sky Room of the Hotel Lux…”” to the end.)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Granger said the men all made the “right kind of mistakes or we wouldn’t be here.” What does he mean by this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Granger describes ethics as an “ancient” study. What’s the significance of this in the context of the story?



	 
	 



	3.
	How have the men carried books without physical copies of them? Use evidence to support your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What technique to hide books does Granger say didn’t work out? Why?



	 
	 



	5.
	Granger says when people had books, they didn’t use what was in them; that “we went right on insulting the dead.” What is the author indicating with this comment?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Granger says, “you can’t make people listen. They have to come around in their own time.” Do you agree with this statement? Why?
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	Granger relates the story of the phoenix with the nature of men, saying “It looks like we’re doing the same thing, over and over, but we’ve got one damn thing the phoenix never had. We know the damn silly thing we just did.” Describe how this thought reflects the nature of humankind. Do you agree with this statement? What might the author have been trying to say with this conclusion, following the destruction of the city?
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Sections 1 to 5

Police Profile

After reading the first half of the book, take a close examination of the character Guy Montag. Who is he? What does he stand for? What character traits does he possess? What does he like to do? Who does he associate with? Describe his physical attributes. What does he look like?

Using these traits, create a police profile for Guy Montag that could be used to predict his future behavior. This main profile should be at least 500 words. Use your imagination to come up with at least three possible scenarios that Montag could find himself in and, using your profile, predict what he might do in those situations.

Each of the three scenarios should provide plenty of detail including the who, what, when, where, why and how of what’s happening. Each scenario description should be at least 150 words in length with Montag’s predicted reactions included. Be sure to examine the questions above and use evidence from the novel to support your profile predictions.
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Sections 1 to 8

Alternate Reality

Picking up from Montag’s confrontation with Beatty, imagine that the Captain had been feeling out Montag’s intentions because he too has become interested with books and the information they contain. Use your imagination to depict an alternate reality where Beatty and Montag join forces.

What would they do? Would the Captain work with Montag and Faber on their plan to bring down the firemen? Would Beatty suggest another measure? With Beatty on board, would they be able to convince the other firemen to join them?

Be as creative as you want, but be sure to try to keep to the style of the novel.
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Sections 1 to 10

Movie Review

After you’ve read the book, watch the 1966 film Fahrenheit 451 directed by Francois Truffaut and starring Oskar Werner as Guy Montag, Julie Christie as Clarisse, and Cyril Cusack as the Captain. In a review of no less than 700 words, examine how well the movie does in matching the events of the book. Where are they different? Where are they the same? Does the movie depict the same themes as the book? Examine these questions in the first half of your review. In the second half of your review, say what you liked or didn’t like about the movie.

Be sure to provide some detailed comments about why you like or didn’t like the movie. Were the actors what you expected? Was the design of the future world what you envisioned?

Your review should wrap up with a conclusion as to whether you would recommend the movie or not, and a summation of the reasons why.
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Sections 1 to 10

Changing Montag

Divide the book in half and, using a chart, detail some of Montag’s character traits in the first half of the book. Compare them with some of his character traits in the latter half of the book.

In the same chart, include a column for some of the main events in each half of the book. In the chart, also provide descriptions of how the society of his time and place influence both Montag and the events around him.

Using the information you’ve gathered in the chart, write a detailed description of Montag’s influences early in the book versus later in the book and the events and environments that helped shape him. How did these events change Montag and influence his actions throughout the novel? Discuss how some of these events relate to the major themes of the book.
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Sections 1 to 10

Essay

What’s the right thing for Montag to do? That’s the fundamental question of this assignment.

In Fahrenheit 451, we are introduced to Guy Montag, a fireman tasked with burning books and, in the eyes of Captain Beatty, keeping the peace. Beatty believes books and the information they contain foster argument and discontent. Montag is simply drawn to this information, which has fallen by the wayside in his society and now has been outlawed by an unseen authority.

Ultimately, Montag breaks the law, conspires with Faber to steal books, reprint them, and frame the firemen who would get in the way. This all leads to a confrontation with Beatty in which Montag kills the Captain. The thesis of your essay will either be: Montag was wrong in killing Beatty, or, Montag was right to kill the Captain.

Is murder ever justified? Montag later suggests Beatty knew what Montag would do and wanted to die. Does this make Montag’s actions any better? Answer these questions and defend your thesis in an essay of no less than 1,000 words.
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Section 10

Montag’s Future

At the end of Fahrenheit 451, Montag and the others walk off into an uncertain future where at least one city has been leveled by war. Pick up the story one year later. What has Montag been up to? Has he changed much since we’ve last seen him? How does his new environment change how he feels about the world?

Be sure to include in your piece:

•  Montag’s recollection of killing Beatty and any regrets he may have about doing so.

•  A depiction of the world following the war. Are other cities destroyed?

•  Does Montag meet up with Faber again, and if so, are books being reprinted?

•  What does Montag hope to do with the rest of his life?

•  One significant event that affects Montag and those around him.

•  At least one new character.

•  Lots of description and dialog.

The finished product should be at least 1,000 words when completed.
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Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are written backwards.










	abstractedly

	farsighted

	melancholy

	plunged




	blackened

	flourish

	molecules

	quavered




	carnival

	fluttering

	neon

	slum




	centrifuge

	gnat

	nozzle

	suffused




	conjure

	incite

	paced

	suspicion




	courageous

	insidious

	pedants

	wailed




	dopey

	invigorated

	phantom

	 



	exotic

	liquefaction

	pleasure
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Comprehension Quiz








	Answer each question in a complete sentence.
	[image: ]



	1.
	Who was once arrested for being a pedestrian?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	2.
	What are two main themes or motifs presented in Fahrenheit 451?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Where does Montag first hide books in his home?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why is Montag and Mildred’s failure to remember when and where they met significant?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why does Beatty say everyone has to be alike?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	How many books are revealed to be hidden in Montag’s home?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	7.
	At one point in the story, Montag says he wants “back the old face and old hands the way they were.” What is he talking about?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:    /12
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Comprehension Quiz








	8.
	Why does Faber say Montag is already wise?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	9.
	Once Montag is visited in his home by Beatty, where does he hide his books?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	10.
	Beatty says books can be traitors. Why does he say this?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	11.
	What is the last thing Montag says to Beatty?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	12.
	What does Faber tell Montag to follow out of the city and why?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	13.
	Who is the first to greet Montag when he enters the woods?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	14.
	How will the knowledge contained in books live on without physical copies? Why?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:    /13












	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. fierce

2. stolid

3. luxuriously

4. irritable

5. halt

6. hypnotized

7. abruptly

8. fragile


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  B

b)  [image: ]  C

c)  [image: ]  D

d)  [image: ]  B

e)  [image: ]  A


	
   1.   

Clarisse says her uncle was once arrested for being a pedestrian.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Most people seem disengaged from one another and distracted by various forms of entertainment.

   3.   

Clarisse tells Montag that her uncle told her to tell people she is insane when people ask her age.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

The billboards have increased in length because the cars drive by too fast to read shorter ones. They are 200 feet long.

   6.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. J

2. I

3. G

4. C

5. D

6. E

7. B

8. F

9. A

10. H


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    F 

c)    F 

d)    F 

e)    T 

f)    F 

   2.   

a) 5

b) 1

c) 3

d) 2

e) 6

f) 4


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Mildred shows complete disregard for Montag as he says the cost is a third of his yearly pay. It shows Mildred is both materialistic and uncaring.

   2.   

Clarisse’s knowledge of the past and desire to experience new things gives her a worldly quality that Mildred doesn’t have.

   3.   

Clarisse says Montag actually listened to her, where the others would walk away or threaten her.

   4.   

It is implied that Montag has books hidden in his AC vent.

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

Montag himself questions whether all firemen are “picked for their looks as well as their proclivities.” This suggests the firemen are selected for the job by some governing body.





	
11

	
12

	
13

	
14

	
15

	
16
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. flourish

2. contempt

3. gazed

4. drenched

5. dignity

6. jargon

7. ravenous

8. cacophony


	
   1.   

a) abyss

b) pantomime

c) feigning

d) yammering

e) ruddy

   2.   

a)    T 

b)    F 

c)    T 

d)    F 

e)    F 

f)    F 


	
   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: “The books lay like great mounds of fishes…” and “The path of kerosene lay like the track of some evil snail.” The author uses insects and animals in similes and metaphors in the novel as a commentary on this society’s departure from the natural world.

   2.   

Beatty clearly has some level of knowledge of the past and of books, but doesn’t seem particularly interested in them.

   3.   

He is talking about the desire to read books and experience new thoughts and feelings.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

Answers will vary, but may include: The author may be indicating the level of distraction caused by technology and mass media, and a disassociation with interpersonal relationships—even among spouses—it has caused.

   6.   

Answers will vary.


	
Vocabulary

Across

3. abstractedly

4. fidgeted

7. custodians

9. impatience

12. centrifuge

13. dictum

14. exploitation

15. tortures

17. pratfall

18. philosophies

Down

1. dread

2. neglected

5. cower

6. titillation

8. serenity

9. intellectual

10. controversy

11. melancholy

16. surges


	
   1.   

a)   thing

b)   itch

c)   say

d)   scratch

e)   Montag

f)   read

g)   few

h)   nothing

i)   teach

j)   believe

k)   nonexistent

l)   fiction

m)   nonfiction

n)   gullet

o)   extinguishing

p)   twitched

q)   vacant

r)   natural

s)   Curiosity

t)   shift


	
   1.   

Beatty says books were slowly watered down in order to avoid offending people with different opinions. They were ultimately banned to avoid conflict and make everyone happy.

   2.   

Beatty explains that if everyone is the same then everyone can be happy “for there are no mountains to make them cower, to judge themselves against.” Answers will vary.

   3.   

All homes have been fireproofed.

   4.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Beatty says “you ask why to a lot of things and you wind up very unhappy indeed.” Beatty seems to suggest that knowing the true ways of the world can only lead to unhappiness.

   5.   

Montag has hidden away about 20 books.

   6.   

Within five minutes, bodies are on their way to an incinerator. Beatty says: “Ten minutes after death a man’s a speck of black dust.”
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. a)

2. c)

3. c)

4. b)

5. b)

6. d)


	
   1.   

a)   [image: ] B

b)   [image: ] C

c)   [image: ] D

d)   [image: ] A

e)   [image: ] A


	
   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Montag is starting to realize the value of interaction with other people, of friendship, and just how detached things are in his world.

   2.   

Mildred is concerned only with herself and her comfort and doesn’t want to discuss any other ideas.

   3.   

Faber says he is “one of the innocents who could have spoken up and out when no one would listen to the ‘guilty’, but I did not speak and thus became guilty myself.” He means he could have spoken up before society went so far but didn’t.

   4.   

He says there have been two atomic wars since 2022.

   5.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Montag has opened a door to independent thought and is afraid of what it might mean. He’s searching for the comfort and familiarity of his old life, saying “I’m lost without it.”

   6.   

Answers will vary, but may include: While loam isn’t generally considered beautiful, it’s necessary for flowers to grow. Faber is trying to say that by eliminating all stress and conflict, people have taken away the adversity by which society can grow stronger.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. insidious

2. sown

3. chap

4. ruinous

5. subaudible

6. incense

7. microscopic

8. hiss

9. warded

10. tittered


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    F 

c)    F 

d)    T 

e)    T 

f)    T 

   2.   

a)   5

b)   1

c)   3

d)   2

e)   6

f)   4


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Montag has come up with an original thought and shows the beginning of his transition from fireman to freethinker.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Faber is talking about human nature and the tendency for people to ignore the past and repeat the same mistakes.

   3.   

Faber says: “It isn’t as simple as picking up a book you laid down a half century ago”, implying its been about 50 years since books were banned.

   4.   

A bomber fight.

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

Montag says he doesn’t want to “change sides and just be told what to do”, indicating he wants to be able to think for himself, otherwise there’s no point in trying to change things.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. a

2. b

3. d

4. b

5. c

6. a


	
   1.   

a) wailed

b) pretend

c) desert

d) distilled

e) pries

   2.   

a) manifested

b) reckoning

c) folly

d) rebut

e) perfunctorily

f) chaff


	
   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Montag isn’t used to any emotion other than pleasure, so when he opens up he doesn’t know how to control it.

   2.   

Faber says the “unmoving cattle of the majority” is the “most dangerous enemy to truth and freedom.” He means that those who think differently than the majority will always be on the outside.

   3.   

Answers will vary.

   4.   

Beatty quotes Sir Philip Sidney and Alexander Pope.

   5.   

Beatty says books can be traitors because people can use the same books to argue conflicting points.

   6.   

He hides them in his backyard in the bushes next to the alley fence.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Sentences will vary.


	
   1.   

a) charming

b) audience

c) Speech

d) Shakespeare

e) disappeared

f) literateur

g) right

h) fixed

   2.   

a)  [image: ]  D

b)  [image: ]  B

c)  [image: ]  A

d)  [image: ]  C

e)  [image: ]  D

f)  [image: ]  C


	
   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: The people of this society are so disassociated with one another, there’s a lack of empathy for anyone or anything. The destruction of the fire and death serve as entertainment like a carnival.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: In Mildred’s mind, this is the right thing to do. Montag’s possession of books is frightening to her and goes against the established order of things.

   3.   

Answers will vary.

   4.   

Montag says: “He just wanted to know there was a man like Faber in the world” and “Faber’s would be the place where he might refuel his fast draining belief in his own ability to survive.”

   5.   

Montag sympathizes with how Mildred feels, describing it as an earthquake leveling his entire life. Later, he appears to regret his actions, saying he is an “idiot” and a “fool.”

   6.   

Four (4) Books
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Reasons will vary.

1. b)

2. c)

3. d)

4. a)

5. b)


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  B

b)  [image: ]  C

c)  [image: ]  B

d)  [image: ]  C

e)  [image: ]  B


	
   1.   

Faber says there is lots of Harvard degrees, meaning many educated men travel along the tracks.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Montag reverts to his past self for a short time, becoming infatuated with the idea of being on TV and obsessed with appearances, “large as life, in full color, dimensionally perfect.”

   3.   

Montag is both afraid and in disbelief about it. “He was moving from an unreality that was frightening into a reality that was unreal because it was new.”

   4.   

Montag says all he wants is “some sign that the immense world would accept him and give him the long time he needed to think all the things that must be thought.”

   5.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Montag’s senses are coming alive for the first time. He’s finally paying attention and experiencing what’s around him without distraction.

   6.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. instigate

2. deserted

3. perfectionists

4. commitment

5. sparkle

6. slightest

7. hovel

8. coils


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    T 

c)    F 

d)    T 

e)    T 

f)    F 

   2.   

a) 3

b) 4

c) 5

d) 6

e) 2

f) 1


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Granger means the men all may have been breaking the rules of society, but did it for the right reason–to protect free thought and free speech.

   2.   

Ethics are a set of guiding principles for behavior. Granger seems to suggest a decay in ethical thinking in this society.

   3.   

The men have memorized the books. Granger says, “we have a method down where we can recall anything that’s been read once.”

   4.   

Granger said microfilming didn’t work out because there was still the chance it could be discovered or damaged.

   5.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Again the author is suggesting that society is prone to repeat the mistakes of the past, that those who died fighting for change did so for a forgotten purpose, insulting them.

   6.   

Answers will vary.
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Word Search Puzzle


[image: ]




	
   1.   

Clarisse’s uncle.

   2.   

Themes include censorship, mass media, the intrusion of technology on nature, knowledge, and ignorance. Motifs include animals and nature and religion.

   3.   

He hides them behind the air conditioning vent.

   4.   

It demonstrates how much distraction there is in this society and the superficiality of interpersonal relationships as a result of media and technology.

   5.   

He says if everyone is the same, everyone can be happy.

   6.   

About 20 books.

   7.   

Montag was talking about how reading books and thinking for himself has changed his way of thinking so much that it scares him, and he longs for the simplicity and gratification of his old life.


	
   8.   

Montag questions things for the first time, saying he doesn’t want to “change sides and just be told what to do.”

   9.   

He hides them in his backyard behind a bush and next to the alley fence.

   10.   

Beatty says books can be traitors because the information in them can be used to argue conflicting thoughts and opinions. He sees this as a negative because it incites debate, something that’s been eliminated from the society of this time.

   11.   

The last thing Montag says to Beatty is “We never burned right…”

   12.   

Faber tells Montag to follow the abandoned railroad tracks out of the city because they are traveled by educated men who can help him.

   13.   

Granger is the first to greet Montag in the woods.

   14.   

The men have learned a method to recall anything they’ve read once. This allows them to keep what’s in the books without the danger of being caught with them.
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Fahrenheit 451 is a dystopian tale of self-exploration
and the struggle between one’s self and their society.
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Imagine you're writing the biography of former fireman Guy Montag.
Below is the open face of a book with spaces to enter words, phrases, and
events that you would use to describe Montag. Using evidence provided
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and quotes from Montag that would be fitting for his biography. Discuss
each entry as a class, deciding together what the most important parts of
Montag'’s biography are.
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In the novel, Montag depicts the burning of his home as a carnival to
entfertain the people. Throughout the book, the author uses various animal
metaphors, analogies, or similes to allude to a technological encroachment
on nature. Imagine a carnival sideshow featuring these animal-machines as
the attractions. Use this organizer to write the animal with a description and
what it is in reference to. Also, include a brief description of why you think the

various animals were used in each situation.
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Throughout the first chapters of the novel, fire is seen as a sort of pure and
powerful cleanser. Imagine that each flickering crest of flame is a thought,
interaction, or event that changes the way Montag thinks. Below are the
‘Flames of Change’. On each flame, note an event, interaction, or thought
that was infegral in Montag'’s transition from fireman to protector of literature.
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