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The Crucible









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates some understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a considerable understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	
Content

• Information and details relevant to focus


	Elements incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements are complete; details missing

	All required elements are complete; key details contain some description

	All required elements are complete; enough description for clarity




	Style

• Effective word choice and originality

• Precise language


	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language




	Conventions

• Spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:

	WEAKNESSES:

	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our literature kit is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. Our guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities that match the student’s abilities.

Our literature kit divides the novel by acts and parts, and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Arthur Miller’s The Crucible details the hysteria and persecution that led to the witch trials in Salem, Massachusetts in the late 17th century. The play includes themes such as reputation, deception, vanity, greed, intolerance, repression, and the desire for power.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities






*Please note: This novel study guide does not include the extracted Scene 2 from Act 2 that may be included in some versions of the text.



EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns—just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of The Crucible. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, small group activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	DECIDING EVIDENCE
This graphic organizer features a gavel that will allow students to detail the evidence presented against an accused character. The organizer provides tiered space in which the most compelling evidence presented against a character will form the foundation of their judgment.
Found on Page 53.












	CONTRIBUTING FACTORS
Religion, law and social values play a critical part in The Crucible. This graphic organizer features symbols of faith, law and society, and allows for the categorization of events and actions that helped to feed into the hysteria in Salem during the witch trials.
Found on Page 54.
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	PROCTOR VS. PARRIS
Both John Proctor and Reverend Parris play crucial roles in The Crucible. This graphic organizer includes a church to represent the ideals of Parris and a barn representing farmer Proctor. These allow for a comparison between each character’s personality and motivations, and includes space for any shared traits.
Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

In 1692, a group of puritan settlers live a restrained life in Salem, Massachusetts. The puritans left England to escape religious persecution and founded a society inextricably linked to their religious beliefs. Strict adherence to their divine doctrine is expected, and stepping outside those bounds is seen as an affront to their beliefs. This is the context in which the Salem witch trials are set in motion. A group of girls—including Abigail and Betty, the niece and daughter of Parrish reverend Samuel Parris—are caught in the forest late at night. Betty falls to the ground unconscious. After being interrogated, admissions and accusations of witchcraft fly. Wrapped up in all the chaos is local farmer John Proctor and his wife Elizabeth. Proctor shares a secret with Abigail, a secret that could find them both in trouble in Salem. All the while, fractures fuelled by jealousy and greed are appearing in the social structures of Salem, perpetuating the hysteria. Resident after resident is accused until the entire situation is out of hand. Proctor is forced to choose between the truth and a lie, his life or his name.

Suggestions for Further Reading
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	OTHER BOOKS BY ARTHUR MILLER
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	No Villain © 1936



	Focus © 1945



	All My Sons © 1947



	Death of a Salesman © 1949



	A View From the Bridge © 1955



	Incident at Vichy © 1964












	 
	OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
	 



	William Shakespeare, Macbeth



	Nathaniel Hathorne, The Scarlett Letter © 1850



	Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451 © 1953



	William Golding, Lord of the Flies © 1954



	Reginald Rose, Twelve Angry Men © 1955



	Robert Bolt, A Man for All Seasons © 1960



	Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird © 1960



	Moisés Kaufman, The Laramie Project © 2000



	Katherine Howe, Conversion © 2014
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List of Vocabulary


ACT 1 (PART 1)

• narrow • leaded • spareness • exposed • unmellowed • inert • villainous • persecuted • conceived • bidden • snuggling • barbaric • frontier • sect • fanatics • creed • forbade • vain • somber • dallied • ordinances • predilection • suspicious • wholly • rankle • marauded • heathen • parochial • citadel • ingratiating • antagonistic • insoluble



ACT 1 (PART 2)

• grievances • faction • blatantly • disregard • vindictive • remiss • motif • smirched • embittered • disproportionate • corroborating • opportune • wither • clamored • intimations • topple • hushed • trepidation • weirdish • subservient • naïve • menacingly • peeping • whimpers • dissolves • shudder


ACT 1 (PART 3)

• biting • hypocrites • calumny • untroubled • sinner • decent • conduct • ritual • trait • inherited • fraud • foolish • deaf • dignity • titillated • sidles • absorbing • presence • mischief • pilgrimage • mumbling • posh • confidential • trill • expectant • dares • feverishly • concentrated • desire • sevenmonth • wintry • blackening • covenanted • pity • whines • notorious • afoot



ACT 1 (PART 4)

• intellectual • errand • ascertain • pondering • pest • underworld • lieutenants • ken • precise • diabolism • holy • scoffed • bemused • cosmology • morality • diametrically • absolutes • hostile • lapses • inculcation • malign • abrogation • malevolence • congerie • arbiter • lascivious • avidly • brute • utterly • arson • crank • licentious • evade • ecstatic


ACT 2 (PART 1)

• ladle • clods • heifer • reprimanding • separation • friction • condemnation • weighty • magistrates • astonished • naught • prodding • courage • coldly • stubbornly • loftily • undertone • falter • everlasting • roared • wilted • bitterly • mock • pallor • shuddery • poppet • decayed • ameliorate • jabberer • indignant • ditches • muttering • trembling



ACT 2 (PART 2)

• shamefaced • lief • ineptly • calamity • obstruct • evasively • avid • begone • ripped • accuser • vengeance • jangling • binds • clank • braced • panting • gulping • coward • ordained • provoked • proportionate • abomination • blasphemy • confusion • counsel • thundering • wrath • lechery • saintliness • grapple • pretense


ACT 3 (PART 1)

• partitioning • scorn • vestry • remorseless • grave • sophistication • loyalty • contemptuous • riot • disruption • affidavit • wise • beckons • deposition • extravagance • revelation • permission • lurks • undermine • gospel • perjury



ACT 3 (PART 2)

• apparitions • manifest • writ • almighty • guile • augur • marvelous • incredulously • contemplation • sternly • gleam • lecher • dumfounded • bedded • highroad • lump • lusted • blanched • tittle • swamp • harlot • slovenly • envy


ACT 4 (PART 1)

• moonlight • seeping • corridor • rattle • nudges • bundle • peers • voyage • riles • hatful • fetch • stench • dissatisfaction • sorrow • contention • providence • reckon • agape • brainless • blame • rebellion • gibbet • postpone • excommunication • strive • utmost • quavering • dagger • absorbs



ACT 4 (PART 2)

• gladdened • pardon • conciliatory • beguile • plea • floundering • reprieve • statutes • dungeon • adamant • chained • publish • orphans • bellow • belie • hearty • damnation • cleave • quail • sibilance • spinning • singeing








	[image: ]
	 




Arthur Miller
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Prolific playwright Arthur Asher Miller was born on October 17, 1915 in Harlem, New York. His father, Isidore, immigrated to the United States from what was then Austria-Hungary and is now Poland. Isidore Miller was able to build a successful clothing business following his arrival in America. Miller’s mother, Augusta, was a New York native whose family immigrated from the same town as Isidore. Augusta was an educator who loved to read. The family prospered for many years, but lost much of their wealth in the Wall Street Crash of 1929. Subsequently, the family moved from Manhattan to Brooklyn.

Miller graduated from Abraham Lincoln High School in Brooklyn in 1932 and was hired on at an auto parts warehouse while he saved money for a college education. While he attended a few night courses at New York City College, Miller was forced to drop out when he couldn’t keep up with the responsibilities of work and school concurrently. The young Miller applied to Cornell University and to the University of Michigan, but he was refused admission. He continued to work various odd jobs to make money before ultimately being accepted to the University of Michigan. He studied journalism and worked on the school paper there. It was at this time he dabbled in theater, taking classes with playwright and professor Kenneth Rowe. Rowe’s approach invigorated Miller and he wrote his first play, No Villain, in 1936. The play won the school’s Avery Hopwood Award and Miller used the prize money to help cover the cost of tuition.

The play earned Miller his first recognition as an author. Later he revised the play and earned a $1,250 scholarship from the Theater Guild’s Bureau of New Plays. Miller would go on to a storied career as a playwright, novelist, and essayist. He wrote many notable works, including the Tony Award-winning All My Sons in 1947, Pulitzer Prize-winning play Death of a Salesman in 1948, and The Crucible in 1953.


[image: ]

•   The Crucible won the 1953 Tony Award for best play.

•   The play has been adapted for film, television and even opera, with the opera version receiving the 1962 Pulitzer Prize for Music.

•   Author Arthur Miller was married to actress Marilyn Monroe from 1956–1961.
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Act One (Part One)

(From the beginning to “They will howl me out of Salem for such corruption in my house.”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Using what you know about the Salem witch trials, predict what themes might be presented in the play.



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What does the title The Crucible suggest about the story?
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word. Be careful—a couple are a bit tricky!













	thin
	oppressed
	annoy
	uncovered



	prohibited
	impression
	zealots
	fondness













	 

	1.
	There is a narrow window at the left of the bedroom.



	 

	2.
	The room gives off an air of clean spareness.



	 

	3.
	The roof rafters are exposed, and the wood colors are raw and unmellowed.



	 

	4.
	Reverend Parris believed he was being persecuted wherever he went.



	 

	5.
	To the European world the whole province was a barbaric frontier inhabited by a sect of fanatics.



	 

	6.
	Their creed forbade anything resembling a theater or “vain enjoyment.”



	 

	7.
	This predilection for minding other people’s business was time-honored among the people of Salem.



	 

	8.
	The old disciplines were beginning to rankle.
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Act One (Part One)

(From the beginning to “They will howl me out of Salem for such corruption in my house.”)









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	What is the name of Reverend Parris’ daughter?
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	A
	Betty
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	B
	Goody



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Abigail
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	D
	Ann



	 
	b)
	How old is Reverend Parris’ daughter?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	9
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	B
	10
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	C
	8
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	D
	14



	 
	c)
	Where is Tituba from?
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	A
	Bermuda
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	B
	Costa Rica
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	C
	Barbados
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	D
	None of the above



	 
	d)
	How old is Abigail Williams?
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	A
	11
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	B
	12
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	C
	9
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	D
	17



	 
	e)
	What does the doctor suggest is the cause of Betty’s illness?
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	A
	Typhoid
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	B
	Hysteria
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	C
	Spider bite



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Unnatural things
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Act One (Part One)

(From the beginning to “They will howl me out of Salem for such corruption in my house.”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.







	1.
	Why did the religious people of Salem “deny any other sect its freedom”? Use evidence to support your answer.



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What do you believe the author is suggesting when he says “social disorder in any age breeds such mystical suspicions”?



	
	



	 
	 



	3.
	What does the author suggest motivated many of the accusations?



	
	



	 
	 



	4.
	What does the reverend’s reaction to the witchcraft accusation say about his character? Use evidence to support your answer.



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What does Abigail say is the cause of Betty’s illness?
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	The author says “The times, to their eyes, must have been out of joint, and to the common folk must have seemed insoluble and complicated as ours today. It is not hard to believe that the time of confusion had been brought upon them by deep and darkling forces. No hint of such speculation appears on the court record, but social disorder in any age breeds such mystical suspicions…”Research the time and circumstances surrounding Arthur Miller’s writing of The Crucible. Explain what “social disorder” could have influenced this thought and how it relates to Salem.
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Act One (Part Two)

(From “A word about Thomas Putnam.” to “Abigail, starting for Mary: I say shut it, Mary Warren!”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Do you believe Abigail’s story? Why or why not?



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Predict whether Reverend Parris will continue to try to dispel the witchcraft rumors.
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.













	 1 
	intimations
	 
	A feeling of fear about something that may happen
	 A 



	 2 
	wither
	 
	Become dry and shriveled
	 B 



	 3 
	naive
	 
	A small, organized dissenting group
	 C 



	 4 
	subservient
	 
	Become unsteady and fall
	 D 



	 5 
	corroborating
	 
	Prepared to obey others without question
	 E 



	 6 
	trepidation
	 
	Soiled or tainted
	 F 



	 7 
	topple
	 
	Support a finding or statement
	 G 



	 8 
	vindictive
	 
	Having a strong desire for revenge
	 H 



	 9 
	faction
	 
	A lack of experience or wisdom
	  I 



	 10 
	smirched
	 
	Make known indirectly
	 J 
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Act One (Part Two)

(From “A word about Thomas Putnam.” to “Abigail, starting for Mary: I say shut it, Mary Warren!”)











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Thomas Putnam’s father-in-law was James Bayley.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	James Bayley was turned down as minister of Salem.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Thomas Putnam was the youngest son of the richest man in the village.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Thomas Putnam felt his family had been smirched by the village.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Ann Putnam tells Reverend Parris that Tituba doesn’t know how to speak to the dead.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Betty accuses Abigail of drinking blood.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in this Section.












	 
	 

	 a)
	Mrs. Putnam says she had seven babies wither in her arms.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Betty runs for the window.



	 
	 

	 c)
	Parris agrees to lead the crowd in a psalm.



	 
	 

	 d)
	Putnam says vengeful spirits laid hands on the children.



	 
	 

	 e)
	Mercy Lewis says the Putnams’ daughter Ruth let out a powerful sneeze.



	 
	 

	 f)
	Mary Warren fears Betty will die.
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Act One (Part Two)

(From “A word about Thomas Putnam.” to “Abigail, starting for Mary: I say shut it, Mary Warren!”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What does the author suggest with his backstory on the resentment Thomas Putnam feels toward the village? Use evidence to support your answer.



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How is the Putnams’ servant Mercy Lewis described?



	
	



	3.
	Why might Abigail have changed her story, saying only Tituba and Ruth were conjuring spirits?



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What does Betty reveal about Abigail’s actions in the woods?



	
	



	5.
	Who was revealed to be the one Reverend Parris saw naked in the woods?



	
	



	6.
	Why might Betty be pretending to be comatose?
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	Do some research on Puritanism. Briefly describe its rise to prominence in colonial America, its relationship to England, and describe how people of this faith would be seen by others outside of the religion. In a few paragraphs, describe how all of this would have affected residents of Salem and their state of mind leading into the hysteria.
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Act One (Part Three)

(From “Enter John Proctor.” to “I’ll clap a writ on you!”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Predict what sort of consequences there might be for Tituba with Mrs. Putnam’s accusation.



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Do you believe Mary Warren will be able to keep the girls’ secret?
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.













	notorious
	sevenmonth
	hyprocrites
	pilgrimage



	deaf
	mumbling
	calumny
	mischief












	1.
	There is evidence to suggest Proctor had a sharp and biting way with ____________.



	2.
	Proctor is always marked for ____________ therefore.



	3.
	“Be you foolish, Mary Warren? Be you ____________?”



	4.
	“What’s this ____________ here?”



	5.
	“The road past my house is a ____________ to Salem all morning.”



	6.
	“The town’s ____________ witchcraft.”



	7.
	“I have hardly stepped off my farm this ____________.”



	8.
	“That’s a ____________ sign of witchcraft afoot, Goody Nurse, a prodigious sign!”
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Act One (Part Three)

(From “Enter John Proctor.” to “I’ll clap a writ on you!”)









	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from this Section.



	 
	a)
	“She is ___________ my name in the village!”



	 
	b)
	“My Ruth is __________, Rebecca; she cannot eat.”



	 
	c)
	“Rebecca, the doctor’s __________.”



	 
	d)
	“I cannot __________ that.”



	 
	e)
	“We vote by name in this society, not by ___________.”














	2.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Proctor admits to looking toward Abigail’s window.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Putnam says Proctor hasn’t been at the Sabbath meeting since snow flew.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Parris is allowed six pounds per year to buy firewood.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Parris says he left a thrifty business in Barbados to move his store to Salem.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Proctor says the last meeting he went to, Parris spoke long about deeds and mortgages.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Parris is the third preacher in three years in Salem.
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Act One (Part Three)

(From “Enter John Proctor.” to “I’ll clap a writ on you!”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	How do the people of Salem feel about John Proctor?



	
	



	2.
	What does Proctor’s interaction with Abigail tell you about their relationship? Use evidence to support your answer.



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What does Abigail and Proctor’s interaction reveal about the girls’ actions in the woods? Use evidence to support your answer.



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why does Proctor say he hasn’t been to church?



	
	



	 
	 



	5.
	Parris says, “There is either obedience in the church or the church will burn like hell is burning!” What is the significance of this statement?



	
	



	 
	 



	6.
	What does it say about the people of Salem that the discussion on witchcraft quickly devolves into an argument about land boundaries?
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	In this Section, Putnam and Proctor have a heated argument about land and land boundaries. Research land grants in the 1690s. How would settlers acquire land? How might this system lead to such quarrels as the one between Putnam and Proctor?
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Act One (Part Four)

(From “Enter Reverend John Hale of Beverly.” to the end.)
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	abrogation
arbiter
arson
ascertain
brute
congerie
cosmology
crank
diabolism
diametrically
ecstatic
errand
evade
holy
hostile
ken
malevolence
malign
morality
pest
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	Across
	Down



	
4. A short journey taken to collect something.

6. Antagonistic.

9. Completely or directly. Often precedes opposed.

13. The criminal act of setting fire to a property.

15. A quality of evil intent.

18. A jumble or unorganized collection.

19. A savage or violent person.


	
1. The action of being repealed or revoked.

2. Feeling overwhelming excitement.

3. One’s range of knowledge or sight.

5. Find out for certain.

6. Sacred, divine, blessed.

7. Worship of the devil.

8. A person who settles disputes or who influences social behavior.

10. Harmful, evil, or bad in nature.

11. The science of the origin and development of the universe.

12. Elude, avoid, dodge.

14. A value system. Knowing right from wrong.

16. An eccentric or odd person.

17. A nuisance.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act One (Part Four)

(From “Enter Reverend John Hale of Beverly.” to the end.)







	1.
	Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct word from this Section.




Abigail rises, staring as though [image: ], and cries out.

ABIGAIL: I want to open myself! They turn to her [image: ]. She is [image: ], as though in a [image: ] light. I want the light of [image: ], I want the sweet love of Jesus! I [image: ] for the [image: ]; I [image: ] in his [image: ]; I go back to Jesus; I kiss His hand. I saw [image: ] [image: ] with the Devil! I saw Goody Osburn with the Devil! I saw Bridget Bishop with the Devil!

As she is speaking, Betty is rising from the [image: ], [image: ] in her eyes, and picks up the chant.

BETTY, staring too: I saw [image: ] [image: ] with the Devil! I saw Goody Howe with the Devil!

PARRIS: She speaks! He rushes to embrace Betty. She [image: ]!

HALE: Glory to God! It is broken, they are free!

Betty, calling out [image: ] and with great [image: ]: I saw Martha Bellows with the Devil!

ABIGAIL: I saw Goody Sibber with the Devil! It is rising to a [image: ] [image: ].

PUTNAM: The marshal, I’ll call the marshal!

Parris is shouting a prayer of thanksgiving.

BETTY: I saw Alice Barrow with the Devil!

The curtain begins to fall.









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act One (Part Four)

(From “Enter Reverend John Hale of Beverly.” to the end.)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What is the author talking about when he references “the Red Hell”?


	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What does Tituba’s confession and accusation of Sarah Good and Goody Osburn seem to show about the witch hysteria? Use evidence to support your opinion.



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why does Abigail suddenly offer a confession and new accusations following Tituba’s confession?



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Who comes to assist Reverend Parris with Betty and discern whether there are supernatural forces at play? Where is this person from?



	
	



	5.
	What does Abigail say was in the kettle when first confronted by Parris?



	
	











	[image: ]
	The author says “when we see the steady and methodical inculcation into humanity of the idea of man’s worthlessness—until redeemed—the necessity of the Devil may become evident as a weapon, a weapon designed to whip men into a surrender to a particular church or church-state.” What do you believe this means? Research this topic and discuss instances where this thought applies.













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Two (Part One)

(From the beginning to “Now he goes to court and claims that from that day to this he cannot keep a pig alive…”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Having accused so many others of witchcraft, predict what might happen to Betty and Abigail in this next Section?



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What do you expect Reverend Parris will do in this next Section to combat the suspected witches?



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.













	1.
	Elizabeth spoke with a sense of reprimanding herself.



	 
	a) commending
	b) forgiving
	c) admonishing
	d) praising



	2.
	Elizabeth doesn’t want friction when speaking to John.



	 
	a) harmony
	b) drag
	c) surrender
	d) conflict



	3.
	Proctor was astonished by the idea of Salem’s court.



	 
	a) terrified
	b) bored
	c) pleased
	d) staggered



	4.
	Proctor spoke stubbornly of Abigail.



	 
	a) obstinately
	b) willfully
	c) submissively
	d) frankly



	5.
	Mary Warren’s evident pallor and weakness threw Proctor off.



	 
	a) tenderness
	b) fright
	c) colorlessness
	d) rigidness



	6.
	Mary spoke with a trembling, decayed voice.



	 
	a) jumping
	b) quavering
	c) flourishing
	d) growing














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Two (Part One)

(From the beginning to “Now he goes to court and claims that from that day to this he cannot keep a pig alive…”)









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	How long after the initial accusations does the Second Act begin?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Eight Days.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	A week.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Eight Weeks.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	None of the above.



	 
	b)
	What does Mary Warren make for Elizabeth Proctor?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Some soup.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	A poppet.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Eggs Benedict.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	None of the above.



	 
	c)
	According to Mary Warren, how many people are now arrested?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	14



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	54



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	38



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	39



	 
	d)
	Why does Hale come to see the Proctors?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	He needs to speak to John.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Parris asked him to.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	He is speaking to everyone who’s been mentioned in court.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	He’s looking for Mary.



	 
	e)
	Where was Hale prior to his visit with the Proctors?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	At Rebecca Nurse’s house.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Church.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Boston.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Sarah Good’s home.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Two (Part One)

(From the beginning to “Now he goes to court and claims that from that day to this he cannot keep a pig alive…”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why does Elizabeth believe Proctor is hesitant to reveal that the witchcraft is a fraud? Use evidence to support your answer.



	
	



	 
	 



	2.
	What evidence did Mary Warren present against Sarah Good? Why is it significant?



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Which commandment does John Proctor fail to recall? Do you believe there is any significance to this?



	
	



	 
	 



	4.
	What does John say about the confessions that sets him apart from the others? Use evidence to support your answer.



	
	



	 
	 



	5.
	In your opinion, why would Hale resist his own suspicions about the confessions, even when presented with John Proctor’s confirmation of that suspicion?



	
	



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	In this Section, Francis Nurse reveals his wife, Rebecca, has been charged with the supernatural murder of Mrs. Putnam’s seven babies. While witchcraft is blamed, what other factors could have been at play in the infants’ deaths? What complications could arise? How would birth today compare? Research pregnancy in the late 1600s and what factors may have been a more likely cause of these deaths. Discuss your findings with a partner.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Two (Part Two)

(From “Enter Ezekiel Cheever.” to the end.)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Rebecca Nurse has been accused. Predict whether she will be acquitted of the charge.



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Predict whether John Proctor’s evidence against Abigail will be considered.



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.














	saintliness
	provoked
	wrath
	vengeance
	accuser



	ordained
	calamity
	blasphemy
	avid
	ineptly












	1.
	Cheever reached ______________ toward Elizabeth.



	2.
	“Proctor, I had my doubts, but here’s ______________.”



	3.
	Mary Warren glanced about at the ______________ faces.



	4.
	“Is the ______________ always holy now?”



	5.
	“______________ is walking in Salem.”



	6.
	“Though you be ______________ in God’s own tears, you are a coward now!”



	7.
	“I cannot think God be ______________ so grandly by such a petty cause.”



	8.
	Hale asks if it was some secret ______________ that stinks to Heaven.



	9.
	“Think on your village and what may have drawn from heaven such thundering ______________ upon you all.”



	10.
	“Good, then her ______________ is done with.”














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Two (Part Two)

(From “Enter Ezekiel Cheever.” to the end.)











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Mercy Lewis charged Elizabeth Proctor.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	A needle is found in the poppet.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	The needle was stuck three inches into the flesh of Abigail’s belly.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Proctor calls Hale a coward.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Mary Warren isn’t hesitant to present evidence against Abigail.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Proctor calls Herrick Pontius Pilate.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in this Section.












	 
	 

	 a)
	Mary Warren sobs “I cannot.”



	 
	 

	 b)
	Ezekiel Cheever enters.



	 
	 

	 c)
	John Proctor says he’ll bring Elizabeth home.



	 
	 

	 d)
	Cheever says he must do as he’s told.



	 
	 

	 e)
	John Proctor rips up the warrant.



	 
	 

	 f)
	Cheever finds a needle in the doll.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Two (Part Two)

(From “Enter Ezekiel Cheever.” to the end.)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What “hard evidence” is presented against Elizabeth Proctor?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	When Mary Warren admits to making the poppet, Hale asks if it’s her natural memory or if she’s being conjured. What does this suggest about him?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why might the men be intent on believing Abigail’s story and ignoring all contrary evidence against it?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What does Hale’s reaction to Elizabeth being taken away indicate about his feelings?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What does Mary say Abigail will do if they present evidence against her?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What knowledge does Mary reveal to John Proctor about his history with Abigail?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Elizabeth Proctor has been arrested and will stand trial for witchcraft. Research the early court system that would have been in place at the time of the trials. How would the court differ today? Is there any recent precedent for how the supernatural is treated in court? How would the court in the late 1600s treat supernatural cases differently from how they are treated today. Discuss with a partner and share your findings with the class.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Three (Part One)

(From the beginning to “Cheever comes to Danforth.”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Predict whether Mary Warren will defend Elizabeth Proctor’s innocence.



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Predict whether Hale’s conscience will force him to stop the accusations against Rebecca Nurse and Elizabeth Proctor.



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Circle the correct word that matches the meaning of the underlined word.













	1.
	I do not hurt them. I scorn it.



	 
	a) admire
	b) fear
	c) disdain
	d) respect



	2.
	Hathorne is a bitter, remorseless Salem judge.



	 
	a) mournful
	b) compassionate
	c) unhappy
	d) pitiless



	3.
	All turn to see as Giles Corey beckons in Mary Warren with Proctor.



	 
	a) coaxes
	b) gestures
	c) lures
	d) calls



	4.
	A husband’s tenderness may drive him to extravagance in defense of a wife.



	 
	a) embellishment
	b) indulgence
	c) luxury
	d) thrift



	5.
	You thought to declare this revelation in the open court before the public.



	 
	a) disclosure
	b) lie
	c) secret
	d) surprise



	6.
	I thought I would, aye — with your permission.



	 
	a) endorsement
	b) sufferance
	c) consent
	d) acquiescence














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Three (Part One)

(From the beginning to “Cheever comes to Danforth.”)








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from this Section.



	 
	a)
	Through the ______________ wall at the right we hear a prosecutor’s voice.



	 
	b)
	“You’re hearing lies, ______________!”



	 
	c)
	Danforth is a grave man in his sixties, of some humor and ______________.



	 
	d)
	“And how do you imagine to help her cause with such contemptuous ______________?”



	 
	e)
	“Disrespect indeed! It is ______________, mister!”











	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.















	wise
	deposition
	lurks
	affidavit
	pretense
	gospel













	 
	a)
	“Then let him submit evidence in proper _______________.”



	 
	b)
	“You must be a _______________ judge to be what you are.”



	 
	c)
	“Mary Warren has signed a _______________.”



	 
	d)
	“It were _______________, sir.”



	 
	e)
	“There _______________ nowhere in your heart, nor holden in your spirit, any desire to undermine this court?”



	 
	f)
	“Are you in all respects a _______________ Christian?”














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Three (Part One)

(From the beginning to “Cheever comes to Danforth.”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What does Danforth say is “the entire contention of the state in these trials”?



	
	



	2.
	What evidence does Giles Corey present to prove Thomas Putnam prompted his daughter to cry witchery on George Jacobs?



	
	



	 
	 



	3.
	Why would both Danforth and Hathorne be reluctant to accept contrary evidence to that presented by the girls?



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What does Danforth and Hathorne’s reaction to the list of 91 residents, who swear they never saw any of the accused women deal with the devil, indicate about the court?



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	When Giles refuses to give the name of the man who gave him evidence against Putnam, he’s arrested. Why?



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Danforth says to Giles, “If your informant tells the truth let him come here openly like a decent man. But if he hide in anonymity I must know why.” Parris says, “The Devil lives on such confidences.” Do you agree with these statements? Discuss both some circumstances where anonymity can have a positive result and some circumstances where it could have a negative result. Create a poster comparing the pros and cons.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Three (Part Two)

(From “Cheever: Ruth Putnam’s not in the court,…” to the end.)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	In your opinion, have Giles Corey, Francis Nurse and John Proctor put themselves in danger of being accused?



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	If the only evidence that can be heard in a witch trial is that of the accused and the accuser, what sort of consequence might there be?



	
	



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure the meaning of each word is clear in your sentences.




Apparitions 

 

Manifest 

 

Writ 

 

Almighty 

 

Guile 

 

Incredulously 

 

Marvelous 

 

Sternly 

 











	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Three (Part Two)

(From “Cheever: Ruth Putnam’s not in the court,…” to the end.)







	1.
	Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from this Section.




DANFORTH: You will remain where you are! Herrick steps into her path. She comes up short, fire in her eyes. Mr. [image: ], go into the court and bring [image: ] [image: ] out.

PARRIS, objecting: Your Honor, this is all a—

DANFORTH, sharply to Parris: Bring her out! And tell her not one word of what’s been [image: ] here. And let you [image: ] before you enter. Parris goes out. Now we shall [image: ] the bottom of this [image: ]. To Proctor: Your wife, you say, is an honest woman. PROCTOR: In her life, sir, she have never lied. There are them that cannot weep—my wife cannot lie. I have [image: ] much to learn it, sir.













	2.
	Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:



	 
	a)
	What does Abigail say she sees near the ceiling?
	 
	b)
	What does Proctor say the girls are doing to Danforth?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	A yellow bird.
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Taunting him.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	A spirit.
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Bewitching him.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	The Devil.
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Joshing him.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Proctor.
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Gulling him.



	 
	c)
	Who does Mary Warren accuse of coming at her day and night to sign?
	 
	d)
	Who denounces the proceedings?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Raphael
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Reverend Parris



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	The Devil
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Hathorne



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	John Proctor
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Hale



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Elizabeth Proctor
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Danforth



	 
	e)
	How long does John Proctor say it has been since Elizabeth was a girl?
	 
	f)
	How long has it been since John’s affair?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	15 years
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Six months.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	14 years
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Eight months.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	20 years
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Seven months.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	16 years
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	None of the above.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Three (Part Two)

(From “Cheever: Ruth Putnam’s not in the court,…” to the end.)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What does John Proctor say in response to Parris’ question of whether poppets could have been hid where no one ever saw them?



	
	



	 
	 



	2.
	Why would Parris lie about seeing someone naked in the woods?



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What does Abigail do to avoid Danforth’s question?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why do you believe John Proctor confessed his relationship with Abigail?



	
	



	 
	 



	5.
	Why might Danforth accept Abigail’s refusal to answer his question regarding her relationship with John Proctor?



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Why does Elizabeth tell Danforth that John didn’t commit adultery?



	
	



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Mary Warren tells Danforth, “I — have no power.” What significance might this statement have to the underlying theme of Act III of The Crucible? Who has power in this situation and why is the pursuit of power so integral to the entire story? What has happened to those without power? Discuss in small groups.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Four (Part One)

(From the beginning to “I dare not step outside at night!”)

Answer the questions in a complete sentence.







	1.
	With John Proctor now accused, do you believe Elizabeth will be released in the last Act?



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Predict whether John will escape punishment in the last Act.



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word which does not belong. Then write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.













	1.
	a) seeping
	b) trickling
	c) pouring
	d) filtering



	 
	 



	2.
	a) rattle
	b) clatter
	c) jolt
	d) clink



	 
	 



	3.
	a) coax
	b) nudge
	c) jab
	d) poke



	 
	 



	4.
	a) peers
	b) squints
	c) looks
	d) contemporaries



	 
	 



	5.
	a) fetch
	b) achieve
	c) collect
	d) bring



	 
	 














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Four (Part One)

(From the beginning to “I dare not step outside at night!”)









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	According to Danforth, who had no authority to enter the jail?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Proctor



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Cheever



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Parris



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Hale



	 
	b)
	According to Cheever, what is there great contention about?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Rebecca Nurse’s guilt.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Who owns the wandering cows.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Property rights.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Roaming packs of wild dogs.



	 
	c)
	What is stolen from Parris’ strongbox?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	31 pounds



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Gold



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	13 pounds



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	131 pounds



	 
	d)
	What does Parris tell Danforth he fears will happen in Salem?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	A bout of whooping cough.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	A mutiny.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	A riot.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	None of the above.



	 
	e)
	According to Parris, who drank their family to ruin?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Bradley Goodpence



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Martha Good



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Isaac Hay



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Isaac Ward












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Four (Part One)

(From the beginning to “I dare not step outside at night!”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What does Parris believe will happen if Rebecca Nurse, or one of the others who claim innocence, confesses? Use evidence to support your answer.



	
	



	 
	 



	2.
	What does Parris fear will happen if those imprisoned continue to claim innocence? Use evidence to support your answer.



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	According to Parris, what event in Salem shows residents’ discontent?



	
	



	 
	 



	4.
	What appeared outside Parris’ home that has him so afraid?



	
	



	5.
	How does Tituba describe the Devil in Barbados?



	
	



	 
	 



	6.
	Why might Danforth refuse to postpone the hangings?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 












	[image: ]
	 
	Tituba describes the Devil as “sweet” and says in Barbados he sings and dances. Do some research on this. How are demons or the Devil treated in the culture of Barbados? Is he seen as Tituba suggests in the play? Could this explain why Tituba might have confessed to speaking with or seeing him?














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Four (Part Two)

(From Reverend Hale enters.” to the end.)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Predict whether Abigail will resurface in Salem.



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Predict whether John Proctor will confess to save his life.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Choose a word from the list that means the same as the underlined word.













	adhere
	contradict
	unwavering
	searing



	cower
	waffling
	roar
	well













	 

	1.
	“Postponement now speaks to a floundering on my part.”



	 

	2.
	“Is he yet adamant?”



	 

	3.
	“Abandoned cattle bellow on the highroads.”



	 

	4.
	“I come to counsel Christians they should belie themselves.”



	 

	5.
	“I hope you are hearty?”



	 

	6.
	“Cleave to no faith when faith brings blood.”



	 

	7.
	“Quail not before God’s judgment in this.”



	 

	8.
	“If tongs of hot fire were singeing you, you would not!”














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Four (Part Two)

(From Reverend Hale enters.” to the end.)











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Danforth says he would hang five thousand who would dare to rise against the law.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Proctor is in the dungeon.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Proctor hasn’t seen Elizabeth in three months.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Proctor has struck at Herrick.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Elizabeth is three months pregnant.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Both Isaiah Goodkind and Goody Ballard have confessed.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in this Section.












	 
	 

	 a)
	Danforth says 12 people have already been executed.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Elizabeth says a hundred people or more have confessed.



	 
	 

	 c)
	Hale pleads with Elizabeth to convince John to confess.



	 
	 

	 d)
	Elizabeth says Giles Corey’s last words were “more weight.”



	 
	 

	 e)
	Elizabeth says “he have his goodness now.”



	 
	 

	 f)
	John Proctor refused to accuse others.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Act Four (Part Two)

(From Reverend Hale enters.” to the end.)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why does Danforth refuse to pardon those who won’t confess? Use evidence to support your answer.



	
	



	 
	 



	2.
	What is Hale talking about when he says “It may be that God damns a liar less than he that throws his life away for pride”?



	
	



	 
	 



	3.
	How did Giles Corey die? What were his last words?



	
	



	 
	 



	4.
	Describe the hypocrisy that is present throughout this Section.



	
	



	 
	 



	5.
	Why do you believe Proctor ultimately rips up the confession?



	
	



	 
	 



	6.
	What does Elizabeth’s comment that Proctor “has his goodness now” symbolize?



	
	



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Go back through the play and try to establish at least five instances where characters try to defend their reputations. List these situations and the character’s motivation behind their actions. Why might reputation have played such a large part in this society? Discuss in small groups.














	
	[image: ]




Acts 1 to 2

A Style Change

Take a scene from the first half of the play that you consider important or interesting. It can be any scene that involves a main character and a significant event.

Once you’ve identified your scene, divide the scene direction from the dialog. Then, rewrite the scene as a narrative or novel-style excerpt using the perspective of one of the characters in the scene. Use that character’s point of view to identify some of the thinking behind their words.

Additionally, that point of view can be used to identify some of their perceptions about what is happening in the scene and the other characters in it.

Any scene direction or setting description can be used to establish a vivid setting for your narrative. Make sure you use the description to illustrate the tone and mood of the scene.

The finished product should be a least two typed, double-spaced pages.
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Acts 2 to 4

The Evidence

Go back through the play and summarize the evidence that is presented against at least four characters. The summaries should be about 100 words in length each.

When you’ve finished your summaries, describe any trends you found in the evidence. Were there any facts presented that would hold up in a court today? What sort of evidence was presented and how would that evidence factor into a modern trial?

What other factors were at play in the accusations? Do public opinions and feuds actually play a large part? What are the trial rules with regard to presenting evidence and how could this influence the decision of the court?

Answer all of these questions in a final summary of all your findings. The final summary should be approximately 500 words in length and address all of the questions above.









	[image: ]
	 




Act 3 Part 2 to Act 4 Part 1

A Scene Between

At the end of Act III, John Proctor is hauled off to jail, where he’s left for three months. In that time, the men in charge seek his confession of dealings with the Devil.

Using the same play structure as used in the book, write a scene which would take place in the intervening three months. The scene should deal with at least two of the play’s major themes and should include at least two established characters. It should also use the same language and setting as the play.

The scene may include at least one new character of your own creation. As long as the parameters above are met, you can be as creative as you want.

The scene should be at least three typed, double-spaced pages in length.
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Act 4

Proctor’s Mettle

At the end of the play, John Proctor is about to give in and confess witchcraft, but at the last second rips up the signed confession.

Examine Proctor’s character. What are his strengths? What are his weaknesses? Outline some of his traits you would consider positive and some that you would consider negative.

In a village where hundreds have been accused and subsequently released when accusing others, why might Proctor refuse to save his own life the same way so many others did?

Why would Proctor sign the confession and later rip it up? What might have forced him to rethink his decision? How do these actions speak to Proctor’s character?

Your finished product should be about 600 words in length and should address all of the questions posed above.
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Acts 1 to 4

Hale’s Evolution

The Crucible begins with Betty Parris unconscious. Reverend Parris is despondent. The doctor has no idea what is wrong with Betty and suggests it could have an unnatural cause. Talk of witchcraft is running rampant and Parris has sent for Reverend Hale of Beverly.

Hale enters the play as a man confident in his own skill in rooting out witchcraft. He’s certain everything can be solved by studying his books. He’s very prim, proper and excited by the intellectual challenge of assessing the afflicted children.

By the end of the play, his character appears to have changed a great deal. In this writing task, explain the factors that led to Hale’s waning confidence, and how these events forced him to change his way of thinking.

Use specific events and Hale’s reaction to them as evidence to support your opinions and reasoning. The finished product should be at least 600 words.
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Acts 1 to 4

Alternate Reality

In The Crucible, Salem is a puritanical theocracy. Church and state are virtually indistinguishable. To go against the norms of puritan society is to go against God.

This theocratic government system presented many problems for anyone accused of a crime in Salem. Not only was the crime itself judged, but the offender’s entire life could be put on trial.

In about 200 words, describe how religion in this system of governance influenced the events in Salem.

In a further 100 words, describe how the church’s influence impacted the everyday lives of residents. Finally, in an additional 300 words, imagine Salem as a society such as yours where church and state are no longer so closely intertwined.

How might things have played out differently in Salem had this system been in place? Would the people of Salem be so quick to believe the Devil was behind everything?
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Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are written backwards.










	accuser

	guile

	poppet

	tongs




	apparitions

	harlot

	postpone

	underworld




	ascertain

	holy

	predilection

	unmellowed




	calamity

	hypocrites

	remiss

	vestry




	clods

	mock

	riles

	vindictive




	errand

	naught

	sinner

	writ




	faction

	pardon

	solemn

	 



	fraud

	persecuted

	spite
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	Comprehension Quiz

	[image: ]



	Answer each question in a complete sentence.



	1.
	Describe Salem’s society.
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What does Reverend Parris’ initial reaction to the talk of witchcraft show about him?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What does Betty accuse Abigail of doing in the woods early in the play?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What are two of the major themes of The Crucible?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why doesn’t John Proctor go to church often?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	How many preachers has Salem had in the last seven years?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	7.
	Why does Abigail ultimately confess and offer new accusations?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:    /14
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Comprehension Quiz








	8.
	Why doesn’t Proctor initially reveal the witchcraft is a fraud?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	9.
	What is the underlying irony of the trials?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	10.
	Danforth and Hathorne are reluctant to believe anything but witchcraft is responsible. Why?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	11.
	How does Abigail avoid questioning about her relationship with Proctor?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	12.
	What does Abigail claim to see near the ceiling?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	13.
	What does Parris see fall to the ground outside his house later in the play?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	14.
	Why does Danforth refuse to pardon John Proctor?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:    /12












	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. thin

2. impression

3. uncovered

4. oppressed

5. zealots

6. prohibited

7. fondness

8. annoy


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  A

b)  [image: ]  B

c)  [image: ]  C

d)  [image: ]  D

e)  [image: ]  D


	
   1.   

Their religion was persecuted in England and they felt that by allowing other sects their freedom, their religion would “be defiled and corrupted by wrong ways and deceitful ideas”.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

   3.   

Constant bickering over land boundaries and deeds and general revenge and suspicion.

   4.   

While at first the reverend appears fearful for his daughter, it appears later he’s more concerned with his reputation. “We cannot leap to witchcraft. They will howl me out of Salem for such corruption in my house.”

   5.   

Abigail says the reverend startled her while they were dancing in the forest and she fainted.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. J

2. B

3. I

4. E

5. G

6. A

7. D

8. H

9. C

10. F


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    T 

c)    F 

d)    T 

e)    F 

f)    T 

   2.   

a) 2

b) 5

c) 4

d) 1

e) 3

f) 6


	
[image: ]

   1.   

The backstory suggests Putnam helped stoke the hysteria by providing corroborating testimony about the supernatural in order to get revenge on the people he felt wronged him. “It is not surprising to find that so many accusations against people are in the handwriting of Thomas Putnam…”

   2.   

She’s a fat, shy, merciless girl of 18.

   3.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Abigail, hearing the Putnams’ accusations, wants to avoid being swept up in the witchcraft talk and wants to hide her actual role in it.

   4.   

Betty says Abigail drank a charm to kill Goody Proctor.

   5.   

Mercy Lewis.

   6.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Betty knows the girls’ actions in the woods is forbidden and is trying to avoid punishment by pretending to be ill.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. hypocrites

2. calumny

3. deaf

4. mischief

5. pilmigrage

6. mumbling

7. sevenmonth

8. notorious


	
   1.   

a) blackening

b) bewildered

c) baffled

d) fathom

e) acreage

   2.   

a)    T 

b)    T 

c)    T 

d)    F 

e)    T 

f)    F 


	
   1.   

Proctor is respected and even feared in Salem.

   2.   

It’s suggested Abigail and Proctor had a romantic affair. Proctor wants it ended even though he still has feelings for her. Abigail wants to be with him still. “You loved me John Proctor, and whatever sin it is, you love me yet!”

   3.   

Abigail still loves John Proctor. She says Proctor’s wife Elizabeth is spreading lies about her in the village and it was Elizabeth who dismissed her from the Proctors’ services. This interaction reveals the motivation behind Abigail’s charm to kill Proctor’s wife.

   4.   

Proctor says Parris only preaches of hellfire and damnation. “There are many others who stay away from church these days because you hardly ever mention God anymore.”

   5.   

The statement shows how strict the Salem society is. Any action outside expected behavior is seen as an attack on the church.

   6.   

Answers will vary.


	
Vocabulary

Across

4. errand

6. hostile

9. diametrically

13. arson

15. malevolence

18. congerie

19. brute

Down

1. abrogation

2. ecstatic

3. ken

5. ascertain

6. holy

7. diabolism

8. arbiter

10. malign

11. cosmology

12. evade

14. morality

16. crank

17. pest


	
   1.   

a) inspired

b) startled

c) enraptured

d) pearly

e) God

f) danced

g) devil

h) wrote

i) book

j) Sarah

k) Good

l) bed

m) fever

n) George

o) Jacobs

p) speaks

q) hysterically

r) relief

s) great

t) glee


	
   1.   

The author is saying that in America at that time any person who isn’t reactionary in his political views is open to the charge of being a communist, which mirrors the situation in Salem.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Tituba’s confession and subsequent accusal only came after she was threatened with death. She names two people who were previously offered by Putnam as potential witches. It shows how fear and the offer of escaping punishment generated a pattern of accusations.

   3.   

Seeing Tituba being forgiven after offering others as witches encouraged Abigail to do the same. She knew blaming others would shift her own guilt to those she accused.

   4.   

Reverend John Hale of Beverly.

   5.   

Abigail says it was soup with lentils and beans.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. c)

2. d)

3. d)

4. a)

5. c)

6. b)


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  A

b)  [image: ]  B

c)  [image: ]  D

d)  [image: ]  C

e)  [image: ]  A


	
   1.   

Elizabeth thinks her husband still has feelings for Abigail and that’s the reason he needs to think about whether to reveal her lies. “If it were not Abigail you must go hurt, would you falter now?”

   2.   

Mary tells the court Sarah Good would come to the Proctors’ door to beg for food. “Whenever I turned her away empty, she mumbled.” This shows how trivial the evidence is against those accused and how the people of Salem are using the trials as a chance to voice their unspoken feelings toward others.

   3.   

John forgets the commandment prohibiting adultery. Answers will vary.

   4.   

While the others take the confessions at face value as an admission of guilt, John sees them as being given out of fear. “And why not, if they must hang for denyin’ it.”

   5.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. ineptly

2. calamity

3. avid

4. accuser

5. Vengeance

6. ordained

7. provoked

8. blasphemy

9. wrath

10. saintliness


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    T 

c)    F 

d)    T 

e)    F 

f)    F 

   2.   

a) 6

b) 1

c) 5

d) 2

e) 4

f) 3


	
[image: ]

   1.   

A needle is found in the belly of the doll, in the same place a needle was found in Abigail Williams’ stomach.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Hale appears to be trying to spin the evidence to fit the crime rather than listen to the truth.

   3.   

Answers will vary.

   4.   

Hale feels guilty and uncertain about what is happening. He says himself he can’t judge whether Elizabeth is guilty or innocent.

   5.   

Mary says Abigail will kill her and charge John Proctor with lechery.

   6.   

Mary Warren reveals she knows about John’s affair with Abigail.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. c

2. d

3. b

4. a

5. a

6. c


	
   1.   

a) partitioning

b) lies

c) sophistication

d) riot

e) disruption

   2.   

a) affidavit

b) wise

c) deposition

d) pretense

e) lurks

f) Gospel


	
   1.   

He says the voice of heaven is speaking through the children.

   2.   

Giles says if Jacobs hangs for being a witch, he’ll forfeit his property and Putnam is the only one who could afford to buy it.

   3.   

Danforth and Hathorne, like Parris earlier, are concerned with their reputations. They don’t want to admit to the public that they were tricked by a group of young girls.

   4.   

It shows the level of power the court has to judge the private lives of residents. Anyone who has any blemish on their social record will likely not be believed or will be accused themselves.

   5.   

Danforth says essentially that the desire of anonymity is an indication of guilt. If the man is completely innocent he should have nothing to hide; however, Giles knows the accusations are out of control.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Sentences will vary.


	
   1.   

a) Parris

b) Goodwife

c) Proctor

d) spoken

e) knock

f) touch

g) swamp

h) paid

   2.   

a)  [image: ]  A

b)  [image: ]  D

a)  [image: ]  C

d)  [image: ]  C

e)  [image: ]  A

f)  [image: ]  B


	
   1.   

He says, “There might also be a dragon with five legs in my house, but no one has ever seen it.”

   2.   

At the beginning of the play Parris says he saw someone running naked in the woods. Now that this could be evidence against Abigail and the other girls and prove them all wrong, he lies to avoid the embarrassment.

   3.   

She first acts indignantly, then pretends to feel a spirit coming for her.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

Elizabeth didn’t want to disparage his name and thought she was protecting him.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Reasons will vary.

1. c)

2. c)

3. a)

4. d)

5. b)


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  D

b)  [image: ]  B

c)  [image: ]  A

d)  [image: ]  C

e)  [image: ]  D


	
   1.   

Parris says if Hale brings “even one of these to God, their confession surely damns the others in the public eye.”

   2.   

Parris believes it will cast doubt on the trials and people will lose faith in the court. “Doubts are multiplied, many honest people will weep for them, and our purpose is lost in their tears.”

   3.   

When he summoned the congregation for John Proctor’s excommunication, only 30 people came.

   4.   

When Parris left his house, a dagger fell to the ground.

   5.   

Tituba says in Barbados, the Devil is a pleasure man, who sings and dances. She says in Barbados he’s sweet.

   6.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. waffling

2. unwavering

3. roar

4. contradict

5. well

6. Adhere

7. Cower

8. searing


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    T 

c)    T 

d)    T 

e)    T 

f)    T 

   2.   

a) 1

b) 3

c) 2

d) 4

e) 6

f) 5


	
[image: ]

   1.   

He says “reprieve or pardon must cast doubt upon the guilt of them that died till now.” He wants to protect the reputation of the court.

   2.   

Hale is telling Elizabeth that John should lie and confess and live rather than die for pride.

   3.   

Heavy stones were placed on his chest in order to force him to enter a plea. His last words were “more weight.”

   4.   

Danforth and Hathorne are completely willing to believe Proctor’s confession as long as it confirms their own actions, but are unwilling to believe him when he says he’s innocent.

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

Proctor initially resists testifying against Abigail in order to preserve his reputation. By the end he has nothing left but his name and really understands the significance of protecting it, which gives him the will to hold out on accusing others and falsely confessing.
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Word Search Puzzle
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   1.   

Salem is a highly repressive, controlling theocracy.

   2.   

This shows Parris is more concerned with his own reputation than with the health of his daughter and the fears of his parishioners.

   3.   

Betty accused Abigail of drinking a charm to kill Elizabeth Proctor.

   4.   

Any two of: Intolerance, reputation, hysteria, and the acquisition of power.

   5.   

Proctor doesn’t like Parris’ style of preaching.

   6.   

Three.

   7.   

Abigail sees Tituba confess, offer accusations, then quickly be forgiven. This opens the door for her to shift the blame to someone else and to escape punishment.


	
   8.   

Proctor is afraid that if he calls out Abigail for concocting the witchcraft story, she’ll reveal their affair and ruin his reputation.

   9.   

Those who confess to witchcraft are forgiven and set free, but those who deny their guilt and refuse to confess are killed.

   10.   

Danforth and Hathorne are concerned with their reputations and don’t want it getting out that they were deceived by young girls.

   11.   

Abigail acts indignantly, then claims to feel a cold wind and see a presence.

   12.   

A yellow bird.

   13.   

A dagger.

   14.   

Danforth says pardoning those who won’t confess now would cast doubt on the guilt of the people who have already been executed.
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