
[image: ]


[image: ]

A Literature Kit™ FOR

Of Mice and Men

[image: ]

By John Steinbeck

Written by Chad Ibbotson

GRADES 9 – 12

[image: ]

classroomcompletepress.com

P.O. Box 19729
San Diego, CA 92159
Tel: 1-800-663-3609
Email: service@classroomcompletepress.com

ISBN-13: 978-1-77167-629-8
eISBN-13: 978-1-77167-931-2

Permission to Reproduce

Permission is granted to the individual teacher who purchases one copy of this book to reproduce the student activity material for use in his or her classroom only. Reproduction of these materials for colleagues, an entire school or school system, or for commercial sale is strictly prohibited. No part of this publication may be transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, recording or otherwise without the prior written permission of the publisher. Printed in Canada. All rights reserved. © 2017








	[image: ]
	Available
ONLINE:
	
www.classroomcompletepress.com

www.rainbowhorizons.com

www.ccpinteractive.com

www.k12content.com







Critical Thinking Skills

[image: ]

Of Mice and Men


[image: ]

Based on Bloom’s Taxonomy




Contents

[image: ]







	[image: ]
	TEACHER GUIDE



	 
	• Assessment Rubric



	 
	• How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?



	 
	• Graphic Organizers



	 
	• Bloom’s Taxonomy for Reading Comprehension



	 
	• Teaching Strategies



	 
	• Summary of the Story



	 
	• Vocabulary



	[image: ]
	STUDENT HANDOUTS



	 
	• Spotlight on John Steinbeck



	 
	• Section Questions



	 
	Section 1 Part 1



	 
	Section 1 Part 2



	 
	Section 2 Part 1



	 
	Section 2 Part 2



	 
	Section 3 Part 1



	 
	Section 3 Part 2



	 
	Section 4 Part 1



	 
	Section 4 Part 2



	 
	Section 5



	 
	Section 6



	 
	• Writing Tasks



	 
	• Word Search



	 
	• Comprehension Quiz



	[image: ]
	EASY-MARKING™ ANSWER KEY



	 
	GRAPHIC ORGANIZERS




[image: ]


Assessment Rubric

[image: ]

Of Mice and Men









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates some understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a considerable understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	
Content

• Information and details relevant to focus


	Elements incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements are complete; details missing

	All required elements are complete; key details contain some description

	All required elements are complete; enough description for clarity




	Style

• Effective word choice and originality

• Precise language


	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language




	Conventions

• Spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our literature kit is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. Our guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities that match the student’s abilities.

Our literature kit divides the novel by sections and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include loneliness, powerlessness, dreams and aspirations, fate, racism, and the tendency for people to prey on the weak. Of Mice and Men also deals with the economic fallout of the Great Depression and its impact on the poorest people in the United States.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns—just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of Of Mice and Men. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, small group activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	PACKING THE ESSENTIALS
In this graphic organizer, you will be in charge of packing the essentials. Migrant workers of the time would use bindles to pack their most essential items. In this case, your bindle will be filled with some of the most important themes and motifs presented throughout Of Mice and Men. Found on Page 53.












	STABLE OF EMOTION
This graphic organizer will allow you to establish the underlying emotions driving each character in the novel. An empty stable will be filled with characters on one side. On the other will be ways in which they express their feelings of loneliness throughout the storyline. Found on Page 54.
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	SETTING AND MOOD
Often the setting of a novel can influence the mood of the story. This graphic organizer depicts the dusty California ranch presented in Of Mice and Men. Use the organizer to list the various setting descriptions within the book and draw connections between those settings and the mood of the story. Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

During the Great Depression, many people are forced to leave their homes to find work in other parts of the country. Among them are California ranch hands George Milton and Lennie Small. George is small in stature, but intelligent, while Lennie is exactly the opposite. The two find themselves in Soledad on their way to another part of California. They share a dream of tending their own piece of land—Lennie wanting nothing more than to satisfy his love of touching soft things by tending to rabbits. The pair fled the place of their previous employment where this love of soft objects resulted in an accusation of attacking a woman when Lennie touched her dress and wouldn’t let go. In Soledad, George and Lennie find work on a ranch. We meet a variety of characters from the hot-tempered owner’s son to his promiscuous wife. From the old swamper and his elderly dog to the stable buck. All the while, Lennie and George must work to fit in so they can last long enough to earn the money they need to live out their dream.

Suggestions for Further Reading
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	OTHER BOOKS BY JOHN STEINBECK
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	Tortilla Flat © 1935



	The Grapes of Wrath © 1939



	Cannery Row © 1945



	The Pearl © 1947



	East of Eden © 1952



	The Winter of Our Discontent © 1961












	 
	OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
	 



	Mark Twain, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn © 1885



	Pearl S. Buck, The Good Earth © 1931



	Arthur Miller, Death of a Salesman © 1949



	J.D. Salinger, The Catcher in the Rye © 1951



	John Knowles, A Separate Peace © 1959



	Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird © 1960
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List of Vocabulary


SECTION 1 (PART 1)

• twinkling • narrow • golden • foothill • junctures • mottled • recumbent • debris • skittering • tramps • worn • sculptured • stilted • labored • emerged • denim • trousers • companion • gulps • snorting • bindle • scowled • dabbled • imitated • morosely • resignedly • imperiously



SECTION 1 (PART 2)

• whimpering • blubbering • quivered • dejectedly • scoffed • apologetically • puffs • willow • cotton • floodwater • furiously • elaborate • mimicking • irrigation • anguished • ashamedly • searchingly • awright • loneliest • delighted • sawed • mightily • glimmer


SECTION 2 (PART 1)

• bunk • whitewashed • burlap • ticking • occupant • scoff • littered • sore • scourges • swamper • skeptically • satisfied • liniment • whiskers • hearty • gallon • relish • stocky • soiled • laboring • squinted • scowled • cultivator • abruptly • viciously • mollified



SECTION 2 (PART 2)

• gradually • stiffened • crouch • calculating • pugnacious • gingerly • embarrassment • lashed • levelly • scraps • ominously • slough • gossip • vaseline • absorbedly • reassured • derogatory • basins • brilliant • jingling • flounced • plaintively • mourned • contorted • bridled • brusquely • archly • apprehensive • disengage • gravity • profound • rumpled


SECTION 3 (PART 1)

• thuds • clangs • derision • cone • figuring • cheer • hardly • cuckoo • receptive • scattered • nuisance • squawk • unwinking • scrammed • lynch • concealing • scuttled • rheumatism • squirmed • herded • cripple • quiver • invisible • pulp • misery • reversal • thong • rigidly • subdued • gnawing



SECTION 3 (PART 2)

• obvious • deliberate • trigger • joint • ejector • sarcastically • excitedly • threateningly • squared • banged • clippings • fuss • cautiously • hoosegow • admiringly • grammar • drummed • begged • raptly • subsided • grumbling • entranced • reprehensible • relatives • disgustedly • reverently • wander • bemused • whirled


SECTION 4 (PART 1)

• mended • riveter • hame • saddle • drippy • possessions • tattered • mauled • spectacles • aloof • intensity • lean • stirring • champing • rattle • halter • meager • liniment • shivered • noiselessly • sharply • gulped • fawning • blabbin’ • apprehension



SECTION 4 (PART 2)

• scornful • whinnied • irritably • conceal • brutally • overwhelmed • sourly • amusedly • flared • sullenness • baloney • contemptuously • indignation • retired • protective • dignity • floozy • ego • toneless • averted • crestfallen


SECTION 5

• taloned • slats • wisps • mangers • jeering • stroked • sorrowfully • panic • shoveled • drawn • tenement • consoled • soothingly • gesture • earnestly • complacently • muss • writhed • flopped • bewildered • pawed • conscious • meanness • discontent



SECTION 6

• periscope • lanced • gust • scudded • gingham • haunches • waggled • crinkled • retorted • belligerently • woodenly • monotonous • obeyed • eagerly • muzzle • jarred • quivering
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John Steinbeck

[image: ]

John Ernst Steinbeck, Jr. was born in Salinas California on February 27, 1902. He was the third of four children and the only boy. The town is very close to the Pacific Coast and to the fertile land of the Salinas Valley, which was often the setting of his writing. Steinbeck’s father worked various jobs—he managed a flour plant, owned a feed and grain store, and later served as treasurer for California’s Monterey County. Steinbeck’s mother, Olive Hamilton Steinbeck, was a schoolteacher. Steinbeck had a happy childhood, was shy but smart, and developed a love of the written word early on.

While in high school, Steinbeck professed a goal of becoming a writer and would work in the attic of his Salinas home at night on stories and poems. He sent out many stories to magazines with a false name and without a return address, later saying he was scared to receive a rejection letter. Steinbeck enrolled in Stanford University after graduating high school in 1919. At Stanford, Steinbeck attended creative writing courses, studied world history and biology, but left in 1925 without earning a degree.

After spending a period in New York City, where he earned little money as a journalist and laborer, Steinbeck traveled back to Lake Tahoe, California and completed his first novel—Cup of Gold—in 1929. Based on the life of Henry Morgan, the book was unsuccessful. During this time, Steinbeck met and married Carol Henning and worked on his next novel, To a God Unknown, published in 1933. He followed up with his first success Tortilla Flat in 1935. In the coming years, Steinbeck ingrained himself in the history of American literature with Of Mice and Men and The Grapes of Wrath. The stories helped make him one of the most celebrated American authors of all time. He continued to write up until his death in December 1968.
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•   The title Of Mice and Men comes from the Robert Burns poem “To a Mouse.” The poem originated the saying that “the best laid schemes of mice and men often go awry”.

•   Of Mice and Men was based on author John Steinbeck’s own experiences as a migrant worker in the 1920s.

•   The novella has been ada pted into a movie several times, including a 1992 film starring Gary Sinise and John Malkovich. It has also been adapted for radio and stage productions.
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Section One (Part One)

(From “A few miles south of Soledad,…” to “George’s hand remained outstretched imperiously.”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Without reading ahead, predict what sort of conflicts could be depicted in Of Mice and Men.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Study the cover image of the novel. What sort of emotions does it evoke? Why?
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word. Be careful—a couple are a bit tricky!













	blotchy
	glowered
	gloomily
	appeared



	carved
	splashed
	struggled
	copied













	 

	1.
	The sycamores had mottled, white recumbent limbs.



	 

	2.
	On the sand the rabbits sat as quietly as little grey, sculptured stones.



	 

	3.
	A stilted heron labored up into the air and pounded down river.



	 

	4.
	Two men emerged from the path and came into the opening by the green pool.



	 

	5.
	Lennie dabbled his big paw in the water.



	 

	6.
	Lennie, who had been watching, imitated George exactly.



	 

	7.
	George stared morosely at the water.



	 

	8.
	The little man jerked down the brim of his hat and scowled over at Lennie.
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Section One (Part One)

(From “A few miles south of Soledad,…” to “George’s hand remained outstretched imperiously.”)










	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	What does George throw across the water?
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	A
	A work card.
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	B
	Rabbits.
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	C
	A dead mouse.
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	D
	A rock.



	 
	b)
	How does Lennie like his beans?
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	A
	With relish.
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	B
	Served in a single shoe.
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	C
	Hot.
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	D
	With ketchup.



	 
	c)
	How far does George say they walked to get to the pool of water?
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	A
	About four miles.
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	B
	About six miles.
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	C
	About two miles.
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	D
	None of the above.



	 
	d)
	What is the name of the town where George and Lennie last worked?
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	A
	Los Angeles
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	B
	Weed
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	C
	Soledad
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	D
	San Francisco



	 
	e)
	What does George say is all Lennie can ever remember?
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	A
	Soft things.
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	B
	The rabbits.
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	C
	Bus rides.
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	D
	Where to get a drink.
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Section One (Part One)

(From “A few miles south of Soledad,…” to “George’s hand remained outstretched imperiously.”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.







	1.
	What do you believe the author was trying to establish with his description at the beginning of this Section?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What two things can we see about Lennie’s character during his introduction?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why did George and Lennie leave the last ranch?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why is Lennie carrying a dead mouse?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What do you believe could have forced Lennie and George to run from Weed?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	How does George feel about Lennie? Use evidence to support your answer.
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	At the beginning of the story we are introduced to George and Lennie, two men searching for work near Soledad, California. Judging by what the pair are carrying with them, describe in a few paragraphs what they do for work and why. What could have forced them into the position they are in? What can you infer about their characters? Sketch an image of the two men to incorporate into your description.
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Section One (Part Two)

(From “Slowly, like a terrier…” to “The sycamore leaves whispered in a little night breeze.”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Lennie and George are on their way to a ranch near Soledad. Predict whether they’ll find work there.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Predict whether it will be revealed in the next Section how Lennie and George became partnered up.
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.













	 1 
	whimpering
	 
	To sob loudly
	 A 



	 2 
	blubbering
	 
	Shine faintly with wavering light
	 B 



	 3 
	quivered
	 
	To copy
	 C 



	 4 
	dejectedly
	 
	Mocked, derided, sneered at
	 D 



	 5 
	scoffed
	 
	Done in a regretful way
	 E 



	 6 
	apologetically
	 
	In a complicated way
	 F 



	 7 
	elaborate
	 
	To experience extreme pain
	 G 



	 8 
	mimicking
	 
	Done in a dispirited manner
	 H 



	 9 
	anguished
	 
	Whining, low, feeble sounds
	  I 



	 10 
	glimmer
	 
	Trembled or shook
	 J 
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Section One (Part Two)

(From “Slowly, like a terrier…” to “The sycamore leaves whispered in a little night breeze.”)











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Lennie’s Aunt Clara lives in New York.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	George says the rubber mouse wouldn’t make a good pet.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	The ranch is three quarters of a mile away.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	George pulls three cans of beans from his bindle.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	George and Lennie hid in an irrigation ditch all day to escape Weed.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	George tells Lennie that if he gets into trouble, George won’t let him tend the rabbits.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in this Section.












	 
	 

	 a)
	Lennie hands George the mouse.



	 
	 

	 b)
	George says he’ll get Lennie a pup.



	 
	 

	 c)
	Lennie says he doesn’t want ketchup.



	 
	 

	 d)
	George says they can have green rabbits.



	 
	 

	 e)
	George mentions Lennie’s Aunt Clara gave Lennie a rubber mouse.



	 
	 

	 f)
	Lennie says they’ll live off the land.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]





Section One (Part Two)

(From “Slowly, like a terrier…” to “The sycamore leaves whispered in a little night breeze.”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.








	1.
	If George is so resentful of having to look after Lennie, why do you think he stays with him?


	 
	 



	 
	 


	2.
	What did Lennie do to the woman in Weed?


	 
	 



	 
	 


	3.
	How do you know George feels sorry for raising his voice at Lennie?


	 
	 



	 
	 


	4.
	What is the significance of George’s story about how one day they’ll own a piece of land?


	 
	 


	 
	 


	 
	 


	5.
	Who does George say wouldn’t want Lennie going off by himself?


	 
	 


	 
	 


	6.
	What plan do George and Lennie make if Lennie gets into trouble?
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	George says, “Guys like us, that work on ranches, are the loneliest guys in the world.” Reread this statement from the novel. Describe in a few paragraphs how this statement illustrates the tone of the story. How does it reflect on George and Lennie? What does it say about their relationship and their dream of a piece of land?
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Section Two (Part One)

(From “The bunk house was a long, rectangular building.” to ““Seen my old man?” he asked.”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	At the end of the last Section, Lennie says he remembers not to say a word when the pair go to the ranch. Predict whether he’ll really remember not to speak.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	George tells Lennie to come back to the pond if he gets in trouble. Do you believe this could be foreshadowing future events? Why?
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.













	satisfied
	relish
	littered
	whitewashed



	stocky
	hearty
	sore
	skeptically












	1.
	Inside, the walls were ______________ and the floor unpainted.



	2.
	In the middle of the room stood a big square table ______________ with playing cards.



	3.
	“He was ______________ as hell when you wasn’t here to go out this morning.”



	4.
	“I ain’t so sure,” George said ______________.



	5.
	Finally George seemed ______________.



	6.
	“Drink ______________ boys. Christmas comes but once a year.”



	7.
	He paused in ______________ of the memory.



	8.
	A little ______________ man stood in the open doorway.
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Section Two (Part One)

(From “The bunk house was a long, rectangular building.” to ““Seen my old man?” he asked.”)








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from this Section.



	 
	a)
	On his head was a _____________ brown stetson hat.



	 
	b)
	He wore high-heeled boots and spurs to prove he was not a _________ man.



	 
	c)
	The old _____________ looked quickly at him, and then shuffled to the door rubbing his whiskers.



	 
	d)
	The boss _______________ his eyes.



	 
	e)
	George ___________ meaningfully at Lennie.













	2.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.













	 
	T
	F
	a)
	The bunk house was a long, square building.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Against the walls there were eight bunks.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Five of the bunks were made up with blankets.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	The last man to have George’s bunk was a blacksmith.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	The boss wore a soiled white stetson hat.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	George tells the boss he and Lennie had to walk four miles that morning.
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Section Two (Part One)

(From “The bunk house was a long, rectangular building.” to ““Seen my old man?” he asked.”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.








	1.
	Why do you think George would lie about why Lennie is how he is?


	 
	 


	 
	 


	 
	 


	2.
	What does the ranch hand’s treatment of the stable buck tell you about the time period? Explain your answer.


	 
	 


	 
	 


	3.
	What did the boss bring to the bunk house at Christmas?


	 
	 


	4.
	Do you believe George was justified in saying Lennie speaking almost cost them the job? Explain your answer.


	 
	 


	 
	 


	 
	 


	5.
	What job does George tell the boss Lennie and he had in Weed? Why would he tell the boss this?


	 
	 


	 
	 


	6.
	What does Lennie’s response to George’s lie tell you about Lennie’s character?
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	Throughout the first few Sections, the author has talked about many of the tools or other things Lennie and George carry with them, such as their bindles. Research such belongings and create an overview or outline of what a typical migrant worker in the time period would have been traveling with.
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Section Two (Part Two)

(From “The swamper said,…” to “The dog raised his head,…”)
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	archly
basins
brilliant
brusquely
calculating
Candy
contorted
crouch
derogatory
disengage
flounced
George
gingerly
gossip
Lennie
plaintively
pugnacious
scraps
Slim
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	Across
	Down



	
1. Eager to fight or argue.

6. Said in a sad or mournful way.

7. A sweet treat.

9. Separate or release from something.

12. Bowls for washing.

13. Showing a critical or disrespectful attitude.

14. Fights. Or a small piece of something.

15. Move with exaggerated motions.

16. Done in a careful manner.

17. Done in a teasing or playful way.


	
2. Scheming and ruthlessly determined.

3. Last name Milton, first name ______.

4. Big, but not smart.

5. Twisted or bent out of shape.

7. Squat.

8. Someone who is very skinny is _____.

10. Conversation about others that may not be true.

11. Said abruptly or offhand. Terse.

12. Bright and radiant.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Two (Part Two)

(From “The swamper said,…” to “The dog raised his head,…”)







	1.
	Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct word from this Section.




From the washroom nearby came the sound of running water and rattling [image: ]. George studied the cards. “Maybe we oughtta wash up,” he said. “But we ain’t done nothing to get dirty.”

A tall man stood in the doorway. He held a [image: ] [image: ] hat under his arm while he combed his long, black, damp hair straight back. Like the others he wore [image: ] [image: ] and a short [image: ] [image: ]. When he finished combing his hair he moved into the room, and he moved with a [image: ] only achieved by [image: ] and [image: ] [image: ]. He was a jerkline skinner, the [image: ] of the ranch, capable of driving ten, sixteen, even twenty mules with a single line to the [image: ]. He was capable of killing a fly on the wheeler’s butt with a [image: ] [image: ] without touching the mule. There was a [image: ] in his manner and a quiet so [image: ] that all talk stopped when he spoke. His [image: ] was so great that his word was taken on any subject, be it politics or love. This was [image: ], the jerkline skinner. His hatchet face was [image: ]. He might have been thirty-five or fifty. His ear heard more than was said to him, and his slow speech had overtones not of thought, but of understanding beyond that. His hands, large and lean, were as delicate in their action as those of a temple dancer.










	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Two (Part Two)

(From “The swamper said,…” to “The dog raised his head,…”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.








	1.
	According to the swamper, why does Curley keep his hand in a glove of vaseline?


	 
	 


	 
	 


	2.
	Which two events in this Section could foreshadow future conflict? Explain your answer.


	 
	 


	 
	 


	 
	 


	3.
	Why do you think the author depicts Slim the way he does, for example calling him “the prince of the ranch”?


	 
	 


	 
	 


	4.
	What card game is George playing in the bunk house?


	 
	 


	5.
	Why does Carlson want Slim to give Candy one of his pups?


	 
	 


	 
	 


	6.
	Why do you think Curley is sizing up George at the end of this Section?


	 
	 


	 
	 















	[image: ]
	 
	In this Section, the men return from the fields after spending the morning bucking barley. Do some research on bucking barley in the 1930s. In a few paragraphs, describe how it was done and some of the machines, tools and techniques used. Now, discuss how such work would have impacted the workers on the ranch.













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Three (Part One)

(From “Although there was evening brightness showing…” to “I give him one of them pups.”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Near the end of the last Section, Carlson suggests Candy should put down his old dog. Do you believe he’ll push for it again in the next Section?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Now that we know Slim has puppies, do you think George will follow through on his promise to get a pup for Lennie? Why or why not?



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]
	Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.













	1.
	“If you want me to, I’ll put the old devil out of his misery right now and get it over with.”



	 
	a) worry
	b) delight
	c) shame
	d) anguish



	2.
	There came a little gnawing sound from under the floor and all the men looked down toward it gratefully.



	 
	a) nibbling
	b) distressing
	c) haunting
	d) fretting



	3.
	Now and then the sound of voices raised in approval or derision.



	 
	a) satire
	b) flattery
	c) ridicule
	d) praise



	4.
	“Seems kinda funny a cuckoo like him and a smart little guy like you travelin’ together.”



	 
	a) maniacal
	b) crazy
	c) daft
	d) peculiar



	5.
	George reached down and picked the tiny puppy from where Lennie had been concealing it.



	 
	a) disregarding
	b) skulking
	c) enshrouding
	d) hiding



	6.
	Slim looked at Candy then subdued one hand with the other and held it down.



	 
	a) roused
	b) dejected
	c) restrained
	d) hushed















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Three (Part One)

(From “Although there was evening brightness showing…” to “I give him one of them pups.”)











	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.


	
	a)
	Where were Lennie and George both born?


	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Chicago


	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Weed


	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Auburn


	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Lubbock, Texas


	 
	b)
	Which game do George and Whit play?


	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	52 pickup


	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Solitaire


	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Hide and seek


	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Euchre


	 
	c)
	What game is going on outside the bunk house as George and Slim talk?


	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Horseshoes


	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Hide and Seek


	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Red rover


	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	None of the above


	
	d)
	What is Candy asking for when he says “I gotta gut ache.”


	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	A slug in the face.


	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	A slash of liniment oil.


	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Some pain pills.


	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	A slug of whisky.


	
	e)
	Which river does George tell Slim Lennie almost drowned in?


	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	The Salinas River


	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	The Colorado River


	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	The Sacramento River


	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	The Mississippi River












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Three (Part One)

(From “Although there was evening brightness showing…” to “I give him one of them pups.”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What does George’s confession to Slim about telling Lennie to jump into a river suggest?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Do you agree with Slim’s assessment that “a guy don’t need no sense to be a nice fella” and that “take a real smart guy and find he ain’t hardly ever a nice fella”? Why or why not?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why might George have confided in Slim about why they really left Weed?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why does Candy follow through with shooting his dog only after Slim says he should? Use evidence to support your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Do you agree with Carlson’s decision to put down the dog? Why or why not?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What types of stories does William Tenner want more of?



	 
	 



	 
	 














	[image: ]
	 
	In this Section, we learn of a former ranch hand who sent a letter to a magazine’s editor. Imagine what type of story might captivate men of this time and place, then use your imagination to write the opening few paragraphs of such a story.















	[image: ]
	[image: ]





Section Three (Part Two)

(From “Just thought I’d tell ya,…” to “Well, get the hell out and wash your face.”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.








	1.
	Now that Slim knows about why Lennie and George left Weed, do you think he’ll tell anyone? Explain why or why not.


	 
	 


	 
	 


	 
	 


	2.
	Do you believe Lennie will be able to care for the pup in the Sections to come? Explain your answer.


	 
	 


	 
	 


	 
	 















	[image: ]
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.















	joint
	entranced
	sarcastically
	begged
	deliberate



	obvious
	admiringly
	threateningly
	excitedly
	squared













	1.
	It was ______________ Whit was not interested in his cards.



	2.
	George laid out his ______________ solitaire hand.



	3.
	“Might go in and look the ______________ over,” said George.


	4.
	Whit said ______________, “He spends half his time lookin’ for her, and the rest of the time she’s lookin’ for him.”


	5.
	Curley burst into the room ______________.



	6.
	Curley looked ______________ about the room.


	7.
	Curley’s shoulders dropped and ______________.



	8.
	Lennie followed his words ______________, and moved his lips a little to keep up.



	9.
	“Tell about the house, George,” Lennie ______________.



	10.
	George sat ______________ with his own picture.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]





Section Three (Part Two)

(From “Just thought I’d tell ya,…” to “Well, get the hell out and wash your face.”)












	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Candy’s wife was in the barn with Slim.


	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Lennie saw Curley’s wife in the barn before Slim arrived.


	 
	T
	F
	c)
	The land George dreams of buying is 10 acres.


	 
	T
	F
	d)
	George says if they had their own place they’d have to work 11 hours per day.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Candy offers to pitch in $350 toward the purchase of the property.


	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Candy lost his hand four years ago.














	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in this Section.














	 
	
 

	 a)
	George asks if Curley’s wife has brought about any trouble.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Carlson cleans his gun.



	 
	 

	 c)
	Whit says old Susy’s a laugh.



	 
	 

	 d)
	Lennie says Slim told him not to pet the pups.



	 
	 

	 e)
	Lennie crushes Curley’s hand.



	 
	 

	 f)
	Candy says he should have shot his dog himself.













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Three (Part Two)

(From “Just thought I’d tell ya,…” to “Well, get the hell out and wash your face.”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	How do George and Lennie react to Candy asking about their plan? Why might they react this way?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How did Lennie and George feel about owning their own piece of land before Candy’s offer to join them? Use evidence.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why would Candy say he should have shot the dog himself?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	When do George, Candy and Lennie plan to go off and buy their own land?



	 
	 



	5.
	How does the death of Candy’s dog impact his own state of mind? Use evidence.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Do you believe Lennie’s fight with Curley was inevitable? Why?



	 
	 



	 
	 














	[image: ]
	 
	There’s a lot of description of the idyllic piece of land George, Lennie, and now Candy dream of owning. Choose a section of that description—either the inside layout of the home or the layout of their ranch property—and illustrate it using the detail George describes to Lennie and Candy.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Four (Part One)

(From “Crooks, the negro stable buck,…” to “Maybe I better go see.”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Do you believe Curley will seek retribution for Lennie breaking his hand? Explain your reasoning for your prediction.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How might Lennie’s actions impact George in the next Section?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]
	Circle the correct word that matches the meaning of the underlined word.













	1.
	Crooks’ possessions include a mauled copy of the California civil code for 1905.



	 
	a) battered
	b) attacked
	c) lacerated
	d) groped



	2.
	A pair of gold-rimmed spectacles hung from Crooks’ wall.



	 
	a) vista
	b) glasses
	c) pageant
	d) display



	3.
	Crooks was a proud, aloof man.



	 
	a) fierce
	b) friendly
	c) approachable
	d) distant



	4.
	Crooks’ eyes glittered with intensity.



	 
	a) anger
	b) indifference
	c) vehemence
	d) apathy



	5.
	Crooks heard the sound of teeth champing on hay.



	 
	a) slicing
	b) munching
	c) stomping
	d) sliding



	6.
	Crooks’ light threw meager yellow light.



	 
	a) bright
	b) stingy
	c) sufficient
	d) much














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Four (Part One)

(From “Crooks, the negro stable buck,…” to “Maybe I better go see.”)








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from this Section.



	 
	a)
	Crooks flexed his muscles against his back and_____________.



	 
	b)
	_______________ Lennie appeared in the open door.



	 
	c)
	Lennie gulped and his smile grew more _______________.



	 
	d)
	“A guy can talk to you an’ be sure you won’t go _______________.”



	 
	e)
	Crooks’ excitement increased until he _______________ his knee with his hand.











	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.












	victory
	torture
	apprehension



	gradually
	bored
	persuasive













	 
	a)
	Crooks’ voice grew soft and ________________.



	 
	b)
	Lennie’s attention came ________________ to what had been said.



	 
	c)
	Crooks pressed forward some kind of private ________________.



	 
	d)
	Crooks’ face lighted with pleasure in his ________________.



	 
	e)
	Lennie’s face wrinkled with ________________.



	 
	f)
	Crooks ________________ in on him.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Four (Part One)

(From “Crooks, the negro stable buck,…” to “Maybe I better go see.”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Where does Crooks stay on the ranch? Why?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why is Crooks described as more “permanent” than the other men?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why do you think Crooks doesn’t want Lennie in his room initially? Use evidence.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why does Crooks eventually relent and tell Lennie to sit down? Use evidence.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why do you believe Crooks takes so much delight in “torturing” Lennie with his questions supposing George doesn’t come back?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Crooks mentions that “a guy needs somebody to be near him.” How does this relate to the themes of the story? Use evidence to support your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 














	[image: ]
	 
	In this Section it is mentioned that Crooks has a copy of the California civil code for 1905. The code is made up of statutes that outline the obligations and rights of people within the state. Research civil rights at the turn of the 20th century and describe what you find in a few paragraphs. Why might Crooks have this book? What importance would it have for him, if any? Discuss your findings with a partner.















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Four (Part Two)

(From “Crooks said, “I didn’t mean to scare you.”” to “He pulled out his shirt in back,…”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.








	1.
	Do you believe Crooks genuinely feels remorse for upsetting Lennie? Explain your answer.


	 
	 


	 
	 


	 
	 


	2.
	Predict whether Lennie will tell George about what Crooks said.


	 
	 


	 
	 














	[image: ]
	Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure the meaning of each word is clear in your sentences.





Scornful 

 

Flared 

 

Toneless 

 

Brutally 

 

Averted

 

Crestfallen 

 

Scatter 

 

Dignity 

 











	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Four (Part Two)

(From “Crooks said, “I didn’t mean to scare you.”” to “He pulled out his shirt in back,…”)







	1.
	Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from this Section.




In a second[image: ] stood [image: ] in the door, and he looked [image: ] about. “What you doin’ in Crooks’ room. You hadn’t ought to be in here.” Crooks [image: ]. “I tol’ ‘em, but they come in anyways.” “Well why’n’t you kick ‘em out?” “I di’n’t care much,” said Crooks. “Lennie’s a nice fella.”

Now Candy[image: ] himself. “Oh, George! I been figurin’ and figurin’. I got it [image: ] out how we can even make some money on them rabbits.” George [image: ]. “I thought I tol’ you not to tell nobody about that.” Candy was [image: ]. “Didn’t tell nobody but Crooks.”














	2.
	Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:



	 
	a)
	Crooks said his father had a farm with patches of what two crops?
	b)
	Who does Candy say is “as good a skinner as I ever seen.”



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Strawberry and alfalfa.
	[image: ]
	A
	Lennie



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Lettuce and tomato.
	[image: ]
	B
	Tom



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Blueberry and blackberry.
	[image: ]
	C
	Sawyer



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	None of the above.
	[image: ]
	D
	Slim



	 
	c)
	What is the second thing Curley’s wife says to Crooks, Candy and Lennie?
	d)
	What kind of ideas does Candy say Curley’s wife has?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	“How’s that?”
	[image: ]
	A
	No ideas.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	“You’ll all pay.”
	[image: ]
	B
	Grand ideas.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	“They left all the weak ones here.”
	[image: ]
	C
	Flimsy ideas.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	“Got a light?”
	[image: ]
	D
	Floozy ideas.



	 
	e)
	What is Lennie’s response when Curley’s wife asks him how he bruised his face?
	f)
	What does Crooks put on his back?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	“He got his han’ caught in a machine.”
	[image: ]
	A
	Coconut oil.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	“George says I fell.”
	[image: ]
	B
	Liniment.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Nothing.
	[image: ]
	C
	Laminate.



	 
	 
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	None of the above.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Four (Part Two)

(From “Crooks said, “I didn’t mean to scare you.”” to “He pulled out his shirt in back,…”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What does the author indicate when he says “It was difficult for Crooks to conceal his pleasure with anger.”



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What does Curley’s wife reveal to Crooks, Lennie, and Candy in the barn? Use evidence to support your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Give two examples from this Section in which characters show their nature by exploiting the weaknesses of others.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why do you think Crooks told Candy to forget about him joining the others when they buy their own piece of land?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What is Curley’s wife really saying when she says “If you had two bits in the worl’, why you’d be gettin’ two shots of corn with it and suckin’ the bottom of the glass. I know you guys.”



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What does Curley’s wife say she’ll get if it’s all Lennie wants?



	 
	 














	[image: ]
	 
	Choose a couple of examples where characters have discussed loneliness and describe them. Get into small groups. Discuss why you believe times would have been so lonely for these characters. What factors could be at play? Why might some of these men have left their families behind?













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Five

(From “One end of the great barn…” to “Old Candy lay down in the hay…”)

Answer the questions in a complete sentence.







	1.
	Predict whether Curley’s wife will stir up trouble for George and Lennie in this Section.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	George and Lennie are close to achieving their dream. Predict whether they’ll be able to purchase some land.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word which does not belong. Then write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.













	1.
	a) drawn
	b) sketch
	c) lure
	d) attract



	 
	 



	2.
	a) muss
	b) tidy
	c) disarrange
	d) ruffle



	 
	 



	3.
	a) complacently
	b) smugly
	c) nicely
	d) conceitedly



	 
	 



	4.
	a) writhed
	b) squirmed
	c) jumped
	d) wriggled



	 
	 



	5.
	a) meanness
	b) spitefulness
	c) unkindness
	d) discontent



	 
	 














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Five

(From “One end of the great barn…” to “Old Candy lay down in the hay…”)










	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	What game is being played at the beginning of this Section?



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Checkers



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Chess



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Horseshoes



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Darts



	 
	b)
	Curley’s wife says the whole county is full of what?



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Cattle



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Deadbeats



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Migrant workers



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Mutts



	 
	c)
	Where did Curley’s wife live before she married him?



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Soledad



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Nebraska



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Weed



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Salinas



	 
	d)
	What soft fabric did Lennie’s Aunt Clara give him?



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Silk



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Velvet



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Polystyrene



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Cotton



	 
	e)
	Which direction does George say Lennie probably went?



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	South



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	East



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	North



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	West












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Five

(From “One end of the great barn…” to “Old Candy lay down in the hay…”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Describe an instance of foreshadowing that takes place in this Section.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What do you believe happened to Carlson’s luger?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	For what reason does Curley’s wife say she married him? Use evidence to support your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What does Curley’s wife do that furthers her depiction as a conceited character?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why does Lennie kill his puppy? How does he feel about this? Use evidence to support your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	George and Candy share a moment of shock and dismay when they find Curley’s wife dead. What does this event signify for them? Use evidence to support your opinion.



	 
	 



	 
	 














	[image: ]
	 
	At the end of this Section, Candy looks upon Curley’s wife’s body with disdain and says “Ever’body know’d you’d mess things up”, essentially blaming her for her own death and for the loss of their dream of owning their own piece of land. Do you agree with Candy? Get into pairs with someone who feels the opposite way you do. Have a discussion explaining your opinion.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Six

(From “The deep green pool of the Salinas River…” to “Curley and Carlson looked after them.”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Do you believe the ranch hands will find Lennie?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Predict what George will do in this Section.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Choose a word from the list that means the same as the underlined word.













	cotton
	stiffly
	harpooned
	rear



	flat
	attentively
	raced
	squall













	 

	1.
	The silent head and beak lanced down and plucked out the water snake.



	 

	2.
	A far rush of wind sounded and a gust drove through the tops of the trees like a wave.



	 

	3.
	Dry leaves on the ground scudded a few feet.



	 

	4.
	The giant rabbit sat on its haunches before Lennie.



	 

	5.
	“If I was alone I could live so easy,” George said woodenly.



	 

	6.
	George’s voice was monotonous.



	 

	7.
	Lennie removed his hat dutifully.



	 

	8.
	Aunt Clara wore a gingham apron.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Six

(From “The deep green pool of the Salinas River…” to “Curley and Carlson looked after them.”)











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Lennie sees a heron.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	The heron ate a fish.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	George stole Slim’s gun to shoot Lennie.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Carlson asks what’s eating Slim and George at the end of the book.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Lennie envisions a giant rabbit at the end.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	George tells Lennie to look off toward the Gabilans.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in this Section.












	 
	 

	 a)
	Aunt Clara says George could have had such a good time if it weren’t for Lennie.



	 
	 

	 b)
	George throws the gun back up the bank.



	 
	 

	 c)
	Aunt Clara says she told and told Lennie to mind George.



	 
	 

	 d)
	Lennie drinks from the river.



	 
	 

	 e)
	A water snake dies.



	 
	 

	 f)
	Slim says “Never you mind.”
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Section Six

(From “The deep green pool of the Salinas River…” to “Curley and Carlson looked after them.”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What is happening to Lennie when he envisions his Aunt Clara and the giant rabbit?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What type of bird is mentioned early in this Section?



	 
	 



	3.
	What does Lennie’s Aunt Clara say George gives Lennie when he gets it?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why does Lennie want George to yell at him?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why does George tell Lennie about the piece of land before killing him?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Why do you think George shoots Lennie?
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	At the end of this Section, George shoots Lennie. What event earlier in the book influences George’s decision to kill Lennie himself? What factors could have been at play in George’s rationalization for killing Lennie? What does Slim’s interaction with George at the end of the book tell you?














	
	[image: ]




Sections 1 to 2 (Part 1)

Sense of Place

One of the most noticeable aspects of Steinbeck’s writing is his ability to quickly establish a sense of place with depth—sights, sounds, smells—that pull the reader into the story.

Go back through the book so far and make note of some of the ways the author is able to build that sense of place. Think—as mentioned above—of the sights, sounds and smells of a scene, but also of the way characters speak and react.

Choose 10 different sentences or paragraphs that help to create a realistic world within the story. For each sentence or paragraph, discuss in detail why it’s effective in establishing a sense of place and what drew you to it.

Each description should be about 100 words.

 







	 
	[image: ]




Sections 1 to 3 (Part 1)

A Poem

Poetry has been used for centuries to convey emotion and complex concepts. Now it’s up to you to try to capture the essence of George and Lennie’s relationship through poetry.

Your piece can be any type of poetry you wish—free verse, haiku, limerick, or ballad—as long as you’re able to establish a sense of the relationship between the two characters. Length isn’t as important as making sure the poem accurately depicts Lennie and George’s friendship.

Be sure to establish what type of poem you’re writing at the top of your page and stick to the style.

For example, in haiku the story could go like this:









	 
	Bound by loneliness
	}5 syllables
	 



	 
	Seeking a place to call home
	}7 syllables
	 



	 
	To have our own land
	}5 syllables
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Sections 1 to 3

Future Story

Take what you’ve read so far and contemplate how you would feel in that time and place. Consider how George’s and Lennie’s lives might be different if their story played out in your own time and place instead.

Rewrite the beginning of Section One Part One—about 500 words—using your time and place as the setting. How would this impact George and Lennie’s personalities? How would it change the mood? Consider these questions in your writing.

In an additional 500 words, explain how you feel about the new version. How is it different? How is it the same? How would their new setting influence the decisions George and Lennie make?

What sorts of changes would technology make to the story? Do you believe this alteration of time and place would fundamentally change the premise of the story?

Answer all these questions in your piece. Your second 500 words should wrap up with a conclusion summarizing your findings.
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Sections 1 to 3

Compare and Contrast

To this point in the story we’ve been introduced to the relationship between George and Lennie and to the relationship between aging ranch handyman Candy and his dog.

Compare the relationship between Candy and his dog to the relationship between George and Lennie.

How are they different and how are they similar? Try to make connections—if possible—between Candy’s love for his dog and George’s feelings toward Lennie.

Candy is old and has lost his hand in an accident. Compare Candy’s situation to that of his dog, who was once a good sheep dog, but is now far past his prime. How must Candy feel when the dog is put down by Carlson?

Your comparisons should include facts from the story and evidence to back up your opinions. The finished product should be at least 500 words.
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Sections 1 to 6

Deconstruction

After reading Of Mice and Men, try to digest the major themes. Focus on the relationships between each character and how these interactions build a sense of human nature.

Think of George and Lennie’s social and economic standing and how it has driven them to the place we find them at the beginning of the story.

After considering all of this, deconstruct the novel and explain why Steinbeck’s tragic ending is so effective.

How does George and Lennie’s dream of owning a piece of land influence others? How does that in turn factor into the ending? Lennie and George—like many during the Dust Bowl—were likely in dire straits financially. How does this strengthen the impact of the ending?

Your final product should be at least 600 words and should deconstruct the incremental steps within the story, which helped to build toward the ending.
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Sections 1 to 6

Opinion Piece

Of Mice and Men was published in 1937 and details the experiences of two migrant workers during the Great Depression. The story is based on Steinbeck’s own experiences during the Dust Bowl, when he worked on ranches and traveled as a bindlestiff.

Steinbeck has said the characters in the story are mostly composites, with traits taken from people he actually met, and that Lennie is based on a real person. Using this knowledge, and after reading the book, discuss how the story has become an American literary classic.

In your opinion, why has the story endured through the years? Why is it taught in high school curricula across North America? What about the story makes it special?

Your opinion piece should begin with an opening sentence outlining your opinion and reasoning. The finished product should be at least 600 words.
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Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are written backwards.










	anguished

	hearty

	misery

	sore




	basins

	hoosegow

	morosely

	thuds




	bunk

	imitated

	obvious

	toneless




	clangs

	jarred

	ominously

	torture




	dignity

	jeering

	raptly

	twinkling




	ego

	lanced

	rosy

	whimpering




	flopped

	meager

	scoffed

	 



	gradually

	mended

	slats
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Comprehension Quiz








	Answer each question in a complete sentence.
	[image: ]



	1.
	Why were George and Lennie run out of the last place they worked?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Name the important themes or motifs of the story.
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What is the name of the river mentioned early in the story?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	4.
	How does George feel about Lennie at the beginning of the story?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What is the significance of the piece of land George and Lennie talk about?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Name two characters who abuse the ranch hands in different ways.
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	7.
	Who first suggests Candy put down his dog? Why?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:    /17
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Comprehension Quiz








	8.
	Why does Candy only agree to killing the old dog after being convinced by Slim?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	9.
	How does Lennie and George’s dream of owning a piece of land change after Candy hears about it?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	10.
	How does the death of Candy’s dog mirror his own state of mind?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	11.
	Who owns the ranch?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	12.
	What does Curley’s wife have in common with George, Lennie and many other characters?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	13.
	Who stole Carlson’s luger? Why?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	14.
	What does George say to Lennie before shooting him? Why?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:    /12












	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. blotchy

2. carved

3. struggled

4. appeared

5. splashed

6. copied

7. gloomily

8. glowered


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  C

b)  [image: ]  D

c)  [image: ]  A

d)  [image: ]  B

e)  [image: ]  B


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Lennie is big, but not very intelligent. He looks up to George, judging by his emulation of him.

   3.   

They were run out of town. It’s implied Lennie did something bad.

   4.   

So he can pet it with his thumb as they walk along. He likes soft things.

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

Answers will vary, but may include: George seems exasperated by Lennie while at the same time he feels sorry for him. He says “poor bastard” softly as he hears Lennie splash in the water looking for the dead mouse.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. I

2. A

3. J

4. H

5. D

6. E

7. F

8. C

9. G

10. B


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    F 

c)    F 

d)    T 

e)    T 

f)    T 

   2.   

a) 1

b) 4

c) 3

d) 6

e) 2

f) 5


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Lennie grabbed her dress because it was soft. When he wouldn’t let go of it, he panicked and didn’t know what to do.

   3.   

George’s regret at raising his voice to Lennie is illustrated when he looks into the fire ashamedly after his anger suddenly disappears.

   4.   

The dream of owning a piece of land establishes the motivations of both Lennie and George. Additionally, the dream allows them to escape the hardships of their lives and provides hope to keep them moving forward.

   5.   

George says Lennie’s Aunt Clara wouldn’t want Lennie going off by himself.

   6.   

George tells Lennie to come back to this spot by following the river and hide in the bushes. George will come find him.





	
11

	
12

	
13

	
14

	
15

	
16
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. whitewashed

2. littered

3. sore

4. skeptically

5. satisfied

6. hearty

7. relish

8. stocky


	
   1.   

a) soiled

b) laboring

c) swamper

d) squinted

e) scowled

   2.   

a)    F 

b)    T 

c)    T 

d)    T 

e)    F 

f)    F 


	
   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: George gives an excuse to why Lennie is the way he is so the boss will give them a chance. Once he sees Lennie work, it won’t matter why he’s the way that he is.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: during this time period, people of another color were not as respected as others.

   3.   

The boss brought a gallon of whisky to the bunk house at Christmas.

   4.   

Answers will vary, but may include: It could be argued Lennie’s talking didn’t impact the situation. The boss had already identified the fact that Lennie wasn’t speaking and would have wondered why in any case. Therefore George’s own plan of having him not talk could have had as big an impact.

   5.   

George tells the boss they were digging a cesspool. He lied about the job in fear that the boss would find out why they really left Weed.

   6.   

Lennie’s reaction to George’s lie illustrates that Lennie doesn’t understand why George is lying and furthers his depiction as an unintelligent man.


	
Vocabulary

Across

1. pugnacious

6. plaintively

7. Candy

9. disengage

12. basins

13. derogatory

14. scraps

15. flounced

16. gingerly

17. archly

Down

2. calculating

3. George

4. Lennie

5. contorted

7. crouch

8. Slim

10. gossip

11. brusquely

12. brilliant


	
   1.   

a) basins

b) crushed

c) Stetson

d) blue

e) jeans

f) denim

g) jacket

h) majesty

i) royalty

j) master

k) craftsmen

l) prince

m) leaders

n) bull

o) whip

p) gravity

q) profound

r) authority

s) Slim

t) ageless


	
   1.   

The swamper, Candy, says Curley keeps his hand in a glove full of vaseline to keep it soft for his wife.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Curley has been noted to be prone to fighting, while his wife could stir up trouble by talking to the ranch hands, thus stoking Curley’s jealousy.

   3.   

Answers will vary.

   4.   

George is playing solitaire in the bunk house.

   5.   

Carlson says Candy’s old dog smells and should be put down. He says the pup could replace the old dog.

   6.   

It’s established that Curley often picks fights. His actions suggest Curley is insecure in his small stature.
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18

	
19

	
20

	
21

	
22


















	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. d)

2. a)

3. c)

4. b)

5. d)

6. c)


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  C

b)  [image: ]  D

c)  [image: ]  A

d)  [image: ]  D

e)  [image: ]  C


	
   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: It suggests George feels guilty about what he’d done to Lennie and shows he once probably looked at Lennie as the other ranch hands do now. It also could suggest this is part of the reason George continues to travel with him.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

   3.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Slim has been established to be a wise, levelheaded and well-respected man. This demeanor reassures George and makes him confident that Slim won’t overreact or tell the others.

   4.   

Again this furthers Slim’s depiction as a wise and authoritative figure. “Candy looked helplessly at him, for Slim’s opinions were law.”

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

William Tenner writes to the magazine that he would like to read more stories like the Dark Rider.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. obvious

2. deliberate

3. joint

4. sarcastically

5. excitedly

6. threateningly

7. squared

8. admiringly

9. begged

10. entranced


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    F 

c)    T 

d)    F 

e)    T 

f)    T 

   2.   

a) 1

b) 3

c) 2

d) 4

e) 6

f) 5


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Both Lennie and George jump as if they were caught doing “something reprehensible.” Answers will vary, but may include: They react this way because their dream was supposed to be a secret. Dreams in their situation seem so far-fetched it’s almost a crime to dream them.

   2.   

It is suggested they both never really believed their dream of owning their own place would become a reality. “This thing they never really believed in was coming true.”

   3.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Candy regrets letting a stranger shoot the old dog and he knows he probably should have done it long before, but held onto the pet out of his fear of being alone.

   4.   

They plan to purchase the land at the end of the month.

   5.   

Candy’s dog was killed because it had outlived its usefulness on the ranch. Candy fears his own usefulness on the ranch is coming to an end and he’ll have nowhere to go. “They says he wasn’t no good to himself nor nobody else. When they came here I wisht somebody’d shoot me.”

   6.   

Answers will vary.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. a

2. b

3. d

4. c

5. b

6. b


	
   1.   

a) shivered

b) Noiselessly

c) fawning

d) blabbin’

e) pounded

   2.   

a) persuasive

b) gradually

c) victory

d) torture

e) apprehension

f) bored


	
   1.   

Crooks has a bunk in the harness room. He’s not allowed in the bunk house with the other men because of racial discrimination.

   2.   

Crooks is described as more permanent because he’s a stable buck and is crippled.

   3.   

Crooks says because of his race he’s not allowed in the bunk house and therefore doesn’t want anyone in his room either. “I ain’t wanted in the bunk house and you ain’t wanted in my room.”

   4.   

Lennie’s “disarming smile defeated him,” meaning he could tell Lennie didn’t understand why Crooks stays in the harness room and Lennie simply wanted to talk.

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

The theme of loneliness plays an integral role in the novel. Loneliness is part of the reason George and Lennie stick together. Crooks obviously feels isolated judging by his talk about not being allowed in the bunk house and his saying “a guy gets too lonely an’ he gets sick.”


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Sentences will vary.


	
   1.   

a) George

b) framed

c) disapprovingly

d) nodded

e) aroused

f) doped

g) scowled

h) crestfallen

   2.   

a)  [image: ]  A

b)  [image: ]  D

c)  [image: ]  C

d)  [image: ]  D

e)  [image: ]  A

f)  [image: ]  B


	
   1.   

This sentence indicates that the lonely Crooks is happy to have the company, but doesn’t want to admit it, either to himself or Lennie.

   2.   

Curley’s wife’s comments indicate she is lonely as well, in keeping with the major theme of the story. She say’s “Think I don’t like to talk to somebody ever’ once in a while?”

   3.   

Crooks exploits Lennie’s intelligence by telling him that he’ll never get the piece of land he seeks. Curley’s wife then pounces on an opportunity to get revenge on Crooks for telling her she wasn’t wanted there. She reduces Crooks to his race and, because of prevalent racism and racial profiling, this renders him powerless to defend himself.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

Curley’s wife is saying she believes the piece of land is a pipe dream and the migrant workers will likely spend their meager wages on booze rather than save it.

   6.   

She says she’ll get rabbits if that’s all Lennie wants.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Reasons will vary.

1. b)

2. b)

3. c)

4. c)

5. d)


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  C

b)  [image: ]  D

c)  [image: ]  D

d)  [image: ]  B

e)  [image: ]  A


	
   1.   

Lennie’s killing of the puppy foreshadows his killing of Curley’s wife shortly afterward.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

   3.   

Curley’s wife accused her mother of stealing a letter from a man promising to put her in movies. When her mother said she didn’t, Curley’s wife married him because “I wasn’t gonna stay no place where I couldn’t get nowhere or make something of myself, an’ where they stole your letters.”

   4.   

As Curley’s wife is telling Lennie about the men who promised to put her in movies, she pauses to see if she’s impressing Lennie, showing she clearly feels an excessive amount of pride in that fact.

   5.   

Lennie said the pup was going to bite him and he smacked it. He feels awful. “He rocked himself back and forth in his sorrow.”

   6.   

The death of Curley’s wife signifies the end of their dream to own a piece of land. George says he’ll take his money at the end of the month and “Stay all night in some lousy cathouse” or spend the night in a pool room.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. harpooned

2. squall

3. raced

4. rear

5. stiffly

6. flat

7. attentively

8. cotton


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    F 

c)    F 

d)    T 

e)    T 

f)    T 

   2.   

a) 4

b) 5

c) 3

d) 2

e) 1

f) 6


	
[image: ]

   1.   

These are manifestations of Lennie’s own subconscious as he deals with the grief of killing the woman and crossing George again.

   2.   

A heron is mentioned.

   3.   

Aunt Clara says George always shares pie and gives Lennie all the ketchup if there is any.

   4.   

Lennie doesn’t understand that what he’s done is different than the trouble he’s caused in the past. He believes things will go back to normal after George yells at him because that’s what’s always happened.

   5.   

George wanted Lennie’s last thoughts to be happy ones because he cares for him so much.

   6.   

Answers will vary, but may include: George knows Lennie will likely be killed either by hanging or by Curley and the other ranch hands for what he did. George killed Lennie out of love and compassion because he knew Lennie’s death would have been much worse in those cases.
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Word Search Puzzle


[image: ]




	
   1.   

Lennie grabbed onto a woman’s dress and wouldn’t let go. She said Lennie assaulted her, forcing him and George to run.

   2.   

Any three of: loneliness, the predatory tendencies of humans, dreams, fate, and racism all feature prominently in the story.

   3.   

The Salinas River is mentioned early in the story.

   4.   

George is exasperated by Lennie, but feels sorry for him. Since the life of a migrant worker is a lonely one, George also craves companionship, which is part of what keeps him with Lennie.

   5.   

The piece of land represents a dream and establishes the motivation of Lennie and George. This dream allows them to keep moving forward.

   6.   

Curley is physically abusive and intimidating to the ranch hands. Curley’s wife is equally abusive in her own way, using words and sexuality to get the workers’ attention even though she knows it will lead them into a confrontation with Curley.

   7.   

Carlson suggests Candy put down his dog. He says the old dog smells, is too old to move and has outlived its usefulness.


	
   8.   

Slim is depicted as a wise, level-headed man and an authoritative figure on the ranch. He is once referenced as the Prince of the Ranch and that his opinion is law. The others have a lot of respect for him, which makes Candy believe it’s the right thing to do.

   9.   

When Candy hears them talk about the land he offers to help them buy it as long as he can come along. This takes the dream from something they didn’t really believe could happen to something that is actually achievable.

   10.   

Candy’s dog was killed because it had outlived its usefulness on the ranch. Candy fears a similar fate for himself.

   11.   

Curley’s father owns the ranch.

   12.   

Curley’s wife reveals she is lonely like many of the others.

   13.   

George stole Carlson’s luger and used it to shoot Lennie.

   14.   

George once again tells Lennie the story about their own piece of land and the rabbits because he wants Lennie’s final moments to be happy.
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A bindle was essentially a sack attached to a stick that held all of the
migrant workers’ few possessions. The bindle would have held essential items
like a knife, food, cards, and family mementos. Using this organizer, list the
essential themes of the novel.
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In this organizer you'll list the various setting descriptions and describe how
they establish the mood of the story. Setting plays a significant role in the book.
Imagine if, rather than set in the hard times of the Dust Bow! outside of Soledad,

Callifornia, the novel was set in the jungles of the Congo—it would be much
different. Use this organizer to jot down some of the detailed setting descriptions

and describe how that sefting helps establish the mood of the story.
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Stable of Emotion

This graphic organizer depicts a lonely, empty stable. Using this organizer,
list on the left the different characters from Of Mice and Men. On the right,
list the instances, whether through dialog or actions, that illustrate the
characters’ feelings. Use this chart fo uncover any trends in these characters’
emotions.

Characters = Feelings

Trends






OEBPS/images/c.png





OEBPS/images/q.png





OEBPS/images/bullet.jpg





OEBPS/images/pencil.png





OEBPS/images/p.png





OEBPS/images/b.png





OEBPS/images/before-left.jpg
@ A Before You RDQQOI






OEBPS/images/After-right.jpg
M Ter You Read @






OEBPS/images/j.png





OEBPS/images/apple.png





OEBPS/images/beforeyouteach-right.jpg
(D Before You Teach @





OEBPS/images/before-right.jpg
A Belore You Read @





OEBPS/images/beforeyouteach-left.jpg
O Before You Teach





OEBPS/images/n.png





OEBPS/images/m.png





OEBPS/images/o.png





OEBPS/images/name.jpg
NAME:






OEBPS/images/a.png





OEBPS/images/k.png





OEBPS/images/After-left.jpg
@ MTer You Read @






OEBPS/images/journaling-prompt.png
~—

Journaling Prompt
\ )





OEBPS/images/logo.jpg
[~
A,
'0%% 4 ‘





OEBPS/images/l.png





OEBPS/images/i.png





OEBPS/images/h.png





