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James and the Giant Peach









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of the Novel

	• Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	• Demonstrates a basic understanding of the novel

	• Demonstrates a good understanding of the novel

	• Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	Content

	• Information incomplete; key details missing

	• Some information complete; details missing

	• All required information complete; key details contain some description

	• All required information complete; enough description for clarity




	Style

	• Little variety in word choice; language vague and imprecise

	• Some variety in word choice; language somewhat vague and imprecise

	• Good variety in word choice; language precise and quite descriptive

	• Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words; precise language.




	Conventions

	• Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	• Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	• Some errors in convention

	• Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

James and the Giant Peach is an outrageously entertaining fairy tale, and is a proven favorite among children of all ages. Young people the world over love the unique sense of humour and imaginative plotlines that author Roald Dahl is famous for. Filled with magic, suspense, tragedy, and of course, a happily-ever-after ending, this tale follows the adventures of James and his unusual friends – the oversized Old-Green-Grasshopper, Centipede, Ladybug, Miss Spider, Silkworm, and Gloworm – in their travels across the world. Rich in vocabulary and language, this story will enliven any Language Arts Program.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of our resource. For each chapter or group of chapters there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

Our resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with our Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™are especially suited to a study of James and the Giant Peach. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.







	[image: ]

	KWLQ CHART
James and the Giant Peach is filled with fascinating facts about the various creatures – from spiders and centipedes to grasshoppers, earthworms and silkworms. The KWLQ chart is an ongoing activity for students to work on over the course of the novel study. Before reading the novel have students choose a creature from the list and complete the first two columns of the chart (What I Know and What I Want to Learn). As they read the book they are to fill in the third column (What I Learned). After they have finished reading have them write down any Questions They Still Have, or things they would like to learn. They may use this chart to begin a research project on their creature. Found on Page 53.











	TEN-STEP SEQUENCE
In the Ten-Step Sequence chart students are asked to recall the ten main events of the story and write them down in the order they happened in the novel. Once they have completed the chart, have students exchange their work with a partner to see if they have missed any important parts of the story. This organizer can also be used to help children plan and write a new story. As a planning activity for creative writing, have students record a few key words in each section to help them create a storyline that is focused and clear. Then, have them write a story using the organizer as their outline. Found on Page 54.
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	PEACHES
This graphic organizer is a brainstorming activity. In the large circle, students write all the food items that can be made with a peach (such as pies, cakes, muffins, cobbler, jam, jelly, squares, etc.). Then, in the smaller circles, students brainstorm other uses for peaches that are non-edible. Possible answers include: ink printing with peach halves or with the pit, making animals or other creatures with the pit, making the pit into a holiday ornament (Christmas, Halloween, etc.), making a wreath with many pits, making potpourri with the skin, etc. Teachers may wish to have students use their ideas in a follow-up art activity. Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of application, analysis, synthesis and evaluation, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

Our Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, our resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest, creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

James and the Giant Peach is a novel that may be approached in several ways. Most obvious is as a traditional, whole-class read-aloud in which the teacher reads the book out loud to the entire class, stopping after one or more chapters for the students to answer the chapter questions. As they complete the questions, students reread the chapter(s) on their own. Depending on the interests and needs of your students, you may choose to apply some shared or modeled reading, focusing discussion on the author’s skills, choices made in writing, and the elements of the narrative. The BEFORE YOU READ and AFTER YOU READ activities in our Literature Kit™ provide a basis for such discussions.

To facilitate small group and independent study learning, these activities have been divided into chapter groupings to allow students to work on manageable sections of the novel, and not feel overwhelmed by the activities. Teachers may also choose to use only a selection of the activities in this resource for small group or independent study, assigning tasks that match students’ specific needs, and allowing students to work at their own speed. The components of this resource make it flexible and easy to adapt as not all of the activities need to be completed.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections. Journaling prompts have been included at the end of each chapter section to facilitate students’ thinking and writing.
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Summary of the Story

A HUMOROUS and entertaining fairy tale about the adventures of James and his insect friends.

James and the Giant Peach is the story of a little boy called James. James had a wonderful life with his loving parents until they were killed. James was four years old at the time. James was sent to live with his mean Aunt Sponge and Aunt Spiker. They beat him, made him work, called him names and didn’t give him toys or books. His room was like a prison cell.

One day, James meets an old man in the bushes and this man gives him a paper bag with green magical crystals inside. These were going to bring luck. Unfortunately, James trips and the bag breaks and the green crystals sink in the soil. The magic does wonders on the peach as it grows bigger than a house. The seven insects that were close by also grow up to James’ size. James goes inside the peach and meets up with the insects. The peach rolls over the aunts, down the hill and into the sea destroying everything along the way.

The peach lands in shark infested water. James gets his new friends to spin thread and with the help of 502 seagulls, they fly from England to New York City, safe from the sharks. Along the way, they meet cloud-men who practice making hailstones, and painting a rainbow.

Once in New York City, the peach lands on the pinnacle of the Empire State Building. The Head of the Fire Department believes they are from outer space. James and the insects show them who they really are and they share the peach with the children of the area. The creatures and James settle into successful lives in their new city, in their new country.

James ends up living inside the Peach pit home now located in Central Park. His friend, Old-Green-Grasshopper becomes part of the New York Symphony Orchestra. Silkworm and Miss Spider set up a factory and make ropes for tightrope walkers. Ladybug gets married to the Head of the Fire Department. Glow-worm becomes the light inside the Statue of Liberty. Centipede is made Vice-President of a high-class firm of boot and shoe manufacturers. Earthworm makes commercials for a face cream company.



Suggestions for Further Reading
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	BOOKS BY ROALD DAHL
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	Fantastic Mr. Fox © 1970



	Charlie and the Chocolate Factory © 1964



	Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator © 1972



	The Twits © 1980



	George’s Marvelous Medicine © 1981



	The BFG © 1982



	The Witches © 1983



	Matilda © 1988












	 
	OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
	 



	E.B. White and Garth William, Charlotte’s Web © 1952



	Roald Dahl, James and the Giant Peach © 1961



	Richard and Florence Atwater, Mr. Popper’s Penguins © 1938



	Alan Armstrong, Whittington © 2005



	Kate DiCamillo, The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane © 2006
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Vocabulary


CHAPTERS 1 TO 5

• enormous • nasty • jiffy • immediately • disgusting • nuisance • miserable • ramshackle • marvelous • mischief • peculiar • spectacles • hags • radiant • brute • hobbled • gizzard • froth • furiously • swerved • vanished • pulpy • wheeze • hideous



CHAPTERS 6 TO 9

• gracious • faintest • ridiculous • bulging • mammoth • blazed • spellbound • murmur • twerp • gazing • cautiously • trickle • scrambling • shilling • seething • massive • stationed • miraculous • glimpse • greedy • dazzling • glinting


CHAPTERS 10 TO 14

• murky • bittersweet • soggy • bolt • intently • famished • colossal • declare • hysterics • rascal • hammock • gossamer • frantically • ambled • heave • ghastly • desolate • repulsive • lurch • insidiously



CHAPTERS 15 TO 18

• horrid • gaped • jostling • hurtling • stampeding • shrieking • mighty • plunging • scattered • paddock • bungalow • serenely • tremendous • indescribable • chaos • awkward • coiled • disentangled • amidst • nonsense • giddy • realize • fabulous • scrumptious


CHAPTERS 19 TO 22

• perambulator • aghast • clustered • churning • froth • pandemonium • lunge • anxious • pathetically • threshing • coaxing • mast • martyr • jeered • genius • scuttled • exhorting • tethered • harnessed • fabulous • majestically



CHAPTERS 23 TO 25

• squealing • wriggle • exhausted • steeple • inspection • dreadful • vast • telescope • astonished • trousers • bow • audience • chords • harmonies • violin • melodies • precise • scornfully • rambunctious • extraordinary • essential • vital


CHAPTERS 26 TO 28

• teetering • congratulate • precious • companion • cease • clattering • hauling • wraithlike • infuriate • menacing • overwhelming • lurking • wispy • whoop • hailstone • stealthy • imbecile • nincompoop • yelp • loathsome • squelching • hypnotized • malevolent



CHAPTERS 29 TO 31

• gurgling • detest • disgusting • proposal • immense • faucet • deluge • glimpse • somersaults • grope • cyclones • tornadoes • sinister • manufactured • shrieking • mercy • toboggan • melancholy • horizon


CHAPTERS 32 TO 36

• enormous • glistening • Manhattan • summon • soot • skyscrapers • hovering • smithereens • interrupted • cellars • subway • lead • dangling • Chicago • silken • desperate • flabbergasted • plummeted • gaped • precisely • squelch • tapered • pinnacle • spiked



CHAPTERS 37 TO 39

• commotion • fainted • observation • clutching • hatchet • giddy • particular • monstrous • vermicious • gruesome • chaperone • simplicity • eccentricity • procession • limousine • proceed • pulleys • steeplejacks • hoisted • monument • manufacturer • grateful • symphony • orchestra
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Roald Dahl (1916-1990)
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Roald’s father died when he was only four years old and his mother took on the responsibility of raising their six children by herself.

When he finished school, Roald went to work for the Shell Company. This job took him on exciting adventures in East Africa. He took part in safaris. He saw snakes, crocodiles, the jungle, and he even learned to speak Swahili!

As an adult, Roald had a difficult and challenging life. While in East Africa, he got sick with malaria. He served in the Air Force for a short period of time during World War Two, and was shot down one day. It took six months and eight operations for him to recover. It was during World War Two that Roald Dahl began to realize that he wanted to write. He had many experiences during the war, and these were the first stories he wrote about.

Later, when he began telling stories to his own children, he discovered what they wanted to hear and read about. Roald had many creative, unique, and humorous ideas for stories. These stories, and ones filled with magic and suspense, were what children wanted to hear. Over the years he wrote many stories and poems for young people, and won many awards. His unique sense of humor and original ideas for plot and characters can be seen in his novel, James and the Giant Peach which he wrote in 1961.

Roald Dahl lived in Buckinghamshire, England. He died there in 1990 from an infection.
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•   Roald served as a fighter pilot in the Royal Air Force during World War II.

•   Roald was good friends with President Franklin Roosevelt and his wife Eleanor.

•   The Gremlins (1943) was his first children’s book and was published Walt Disney.
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Chapters One to Five







	1.
	Look at the cover of the book, James and the Giant Peach. What does it show? Based on the title of the novel and this illustration, tell what you think this story will be about.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What type of story do you think this will be? Will it will be funny, sad, scary, suspenseful, or some other kind of story? Explain your answer.
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Synonyms are words that have the same or similar meanings. Write each word from the list next to its synonym.










	enormous
	immediately
	marvelous
	peculiar



	brute
	radiant
	hideous
	gizzard













	1.
	excellent
	 




	2.
	unusual
	 




	3.
	shining
	 




	4.
	stomach
	 




	5.
	beast
	 




	6.
	huge
	 




	7.
	now
	 




	8.
	ugly
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Chapters One to Five
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	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	The setting of the story is Great Britain.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	The aunts made James chop firewood.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	James is treated very badly by his aunts.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	James met a man who came out of the bushes.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	In the paper bag were tiny green magic crystals.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	The paper bag had a hole in it and the green things trailed behind James.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in the chapters.












	 
	 
	a)
	The man gave James the white paper bag.



	 
	 
	b)
	James’ parents died when they were eaten up by an enormous angry rhinoceros.



	 
	 
	c)
	James had a perfect life until he was four years old.



	 
	 
	d)
	James fell, and the thousands of green things crawled into the soil.



	 
	 
	e)
	James was miserable; he worked very hard, and his aunts beat him often.



	 
	 
	f)
	James had no choice but to go and live with Aunt Sponge and Aunt Spiker.
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Chapters One to Five
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Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	In which ways were James’ aunts so cruel to him? List at least three.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	James is suffering miserably with his two aunts. Is there anything he could do to better cope with his situation, or is he powerless to do anything? Give good reasons for your opinion.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	In Chapter Three, we find out that something peculiar was about to happen to James that would lead to many other even more peculiar things happening. What was the first peculiar thing that happened?



	 
	 



	4.
	Who is the man that comes out of the bushes? What role does he play in the story?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Look up fairy tale in a dictionary and write down its meaning. Based on the definition you read, do you think this story is a fairy tale? Give evidence from the chapters to support you answer.
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	At the end of Chapter Four, the old man tells James that whoever the green things meet first will “get the full power of their magic!” Tell what you think their magic power is, and describe how it would affect a person, insect, animal and plant.
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Chapters Six to Nine








	1.
	At the end of the previous chapter, James heard a shout behind him. Who (or what) do you predict is shouting? What do you think he, she or it wants?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Tell about book you have read, or a movie or television program in which a character was alone in the dark. What happened? How did he or she feel at that moment? How would you have felt if you were in that situation?
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Complete each sentence with a word from the list.










	spellbound
	gaze
	shilling
	mammoth



	greedy
	caution
	glint
	trickle












	1.
	A stare or a long look can also be called a ____________________ .



	2.
	The aunts had such a ____________________ in their eyes, they were scary.



	3.
	Someone who is so enchanted that they cannot move or speak is said to be ____________________.



	4.
	A British nickel coin is called a ____________________.



	5.
	Tears that barely flow down one’s cheek are nothing more than a ____________________.
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Chapters Six to Nine
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	1.
	Put a check mark next to the answer that is most correct.



	a)
	What was growing up on the highest tree branch?
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	A
	An apple



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	A plum



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	A peach



	b)
	When did it stop growing?
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	A
	After it grew to the roof
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	B
	After it grew to the fence
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	C
	After it landed on the ground



	c)
	What did the aunts do with it?
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	A
	They both ate it.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	They made many, many peach pies.
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	C
	They fenced it and sold tickets to visitors to see it on display.



	d)
	What was James supposed to do outside in the dark?
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	A
	Pick the fruit from the tree.
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	B
	Pick the fruit off the ground.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Pick up the garbage left by the visitors.















	2.
	Which answer best describes:



	 
	a)
	How big the peach grew?
	b)
	The people who came to see the peach?
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	A
	As big as a small house
	[image: ]
	A
	Excited, yet polite



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	As big as Aunt Sponge
	[image: ]
	B
	Swarming from helicopters



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	The size of a small car
	[image: ]
	C
	A seething mass



	 
	c)
	The garden at night?
	d)
	How the peach felt to James?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Mysterious
	[image: ]
	A
	Soft, warm and slightly furry
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	B
	Alive with magic
	[image: ]
	B
	Like the skin of a baby hamster
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	C
	Alive with wonder
	[image: ]
	C
	Prickly, scratchy and hard
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Chapters Six to Nine
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Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What was the second peculiar thing that happened to James?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How did James know that something strange was about to happen, for the second time, even before it did? Give evidence from the story.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	In these chapters we find out that not only are Aunt Sponge and Aunt Spiker mean and heartless, but they are greedy as well. What does it mean to be greedy? What evidence in these chapters shows that the aunts are greedy?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	If, one day, you discovered that a tree in your backyard, or a friend’s backyard, had grown a giant peach, what would you do with it?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	In Chapter Nine, James is alone in the dark, and he is frightened. He walks up to the peach and touches it with his finger, and then his cheek. If you were James at this moment, what would you do? How would you feel?
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	Imagine that you are a newspaper reporter who has just arrived to see the giant peach and all of the commotion around it. Write a news article describing the events of this day. What would James, his aunts or another spectator tell you if you interviewed them for your story?
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Chapters Ten to Fourteen







	1.
	Have you ever met someone new, and at first, thought you wouldn’t get along with them, and later discovered that he or she could be a friend? What happened to change your mind about them?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How do you feel about insects? Do you like them or are you afraid of them? Do you find them interesting? Is there anything that might change your feelings about insects?
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	Word List



	AMBLE
	FAMISHED



	HYSTERICS
	LURCH



	HEAVED
	FRANTICALLY



	MAMMOTH
	DESOLATE



	RASCAL
	COLOSSAL
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	   Down    




	1.
	Very large, immense



	2.
	In a desperate, anxious way



	3.
	Lifted up with great strength



	4.
	Stumble, wobble



	5.
	Dreary, dismal



	7.
	One who misbehaves in a playful way





	






	   Across    




	2.
	Feeling of extreme hunger



	6.
	Uncontrollable laughing or crying



	8.
	To walk slowly and easily



	9.
	Huge, gigantic
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Chapters Ten to Fourteen
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	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	A fox made the hole in the peach.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	James crawled through the tunnel in the peach until he reached the pit.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	James liked his new friends.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	The creatures were eagerly waiting for James.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Earthworm was blind because he had no eyes.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Glow-worm fell asleep with her light on.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in the chapters.












	 
	 
	a)
	James awoke with a jump.



	 
	 
	b)
	James crawled inside the peach.



	 
	 
	c)
	When James finally finished taking off the boots, Centipede was asleep.



	 
	 
	d)
	James thought he was going to be eaten.



	 
	 
	e)
	The peach started to roll, and the furniture was flying all over.



	 
	 
	f)
	The insects bickered among themselves.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Ten to Fourteen
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Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Who did James meet inside the peach? Why was he unsure if they were insects or not? What was his reaction when he first saw them?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	In response to James’ fear of being eaten by the insects, Ladybug said to him, “We wouldn’t dream of hurting you. You are one of us now, didn’t you know that?” What do you think she meant by this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	How did the insects get to be so huge?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What did Old-Green-Grasshopper mean when he said, “I have never been a pest in my life. I am a musician.”?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Do you think Old-Green-Grasshopper is a pest? Why or why not?
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	If you could have a party or an adventure with any eight creatures on earth, what creatures would you choose? Why? Write a paragraph explaining why you would want to share an experience with these creatures.
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Chapters Fifteen to Eighteen

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	When they land, what condition do you think the insects, the peach and James will be in? What gives you that impression?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What is a nightmare? What advice have you been given about nightmares either by a parent, teacher, or another grown-up? Has this advice been useful to you?
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Use a straight line to match each word to its definition. You may use a dictionary to help you. Then, circle your two favorite words and use them in complete sentences on the lines provided.










	 1 
	hurtling
	 
	delicious and delightful
	 A 



	 2 
	awkward
	 
	foolishness
	 B 



	 3 
	scrumptious
	 
	enormous
	 C 



	 4 
	tremendous
	 
	pushing and shoving
	 D 



	 5 
	nonsense
	 
	difficult
	 E 



	 6 
	jostling
	 
	moving with force and noise
	 F 
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Chapters Fifteen to Eighteen

[image: ]







	1.
	Which character’s name is the answer to each question below? Write the correct name in the box beside the question.











	Glow-worm
	Ladybug
	Centipede



	Old-Green-Grasshopper
	Earthworm
	James












	 
	a)
	Who owned 42 boots?
	 




	 
	b)
	Who had a horny lap?
	 




	 
	c)
	Who had problems with the light?
	 




	 
	d)
	Who noticed they were bobbing up and down?
	 




	 
	e)
	Who wasn’t happy?
	 




	 
	f)
	Who saw that they could eat the ship?
	 















	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  5  in the order they occurred in the chapters.



	 
	 
	a)
	Aunt Sponge and Aunt Spiker were ironed out, flat, thin and lifeless.



	 
	 
	b)
	The peach rolled down the hill.



	 
	 
	c)
	The peach left a trail of destruction.



	 
	 
	d)
	The peach broke free from the tree.



	 
	 
	e)
	They floated in the sea far away from land.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Fifteen to Eighteen

[image: ]

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why were the aunts not concerned when they realized that James had disappeared?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	In Chapter Sixteen, the peach was rolling fast and furiously, and causing so much damage to everything in its path. What do you think could have stopped it, if anything?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What kind of destruction did the rolling peach cause? List at least five different people, places, or things, and describe the damage it did to each.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	If you could have a friendship with one of the characters you have read about so far, who would you choose? Why?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]
	Imagine that you are with James and his friends inside the peach as it is going down the hill. What kind of experience do you have inside the peach? Tell what is happening around you. What do you see and hear? What thoughts are going through your mind? What emotions do you feel?













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Nineteen to Twenty-two

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	James and his friends are afloat at sea, and for the moment, everything is fine. What do you think will happen to them next? Will it be good or bad, funny or frightening? Will they stay out at sea, or go someplace else?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Based on your past knowledge and experience, write what you know about sharks. What do you think they eat? How do you think they behave? What words would you use to describe a shark?



	 
	 



	 
	 







[image: ]

Complete the sentences with words from the list.










	churning
	pathetic
	froth
	lunged



	pandemonium
	perambulator
	martyr
	cluster



	aghast
	threshing
	 
	 












	1.
	The __________ of sharks were ____________________ around and making ____________________.



	2.
	In Britain, another word for baby carriage is ____________________.



	3.
	The creatures were so anxious and fearful, they looked ____________________.



	4.
	The shark ____________________ forward. James and the creatures stood ____________________.



	5.
	The sharks were moving so much they were ____________________ the water into a ____________________.



	6.
	One who makes a great sacrifice is also called a ____________________.
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Chapters Nineteen to Twenty-two









	1.
	Put a check mark next to the answer that is most correct.



	a)
	What surrounded the peach?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Fish



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Sharks



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Eels



	b)
	Who had the great idea of flying like a balloon?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Silkworm



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Old-Green-Grasshopper



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	James



	c)
	What did they use for bait?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Pieces of the peach



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Centipede



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Earthworm



	d)
	What did the peach look like as it floated into the sky?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	A fabulous big fruit



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	A fabulous yellow treat



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	A fabulous golden balloon















	2.
	Which answer best describes:



	 
	a)
	Earthworm?
	b)
	Why Earthworm didn’t want to be the bait?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Great, big and fat
	[image: ]
	A
	He didn’t want to be pecked on.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Big, juicy and fat
	[image: ]
	B
	He didn’t want to go to sea.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Great, thick and juicy
	[image: ]
	C
	He wasn’t hungry for peach.



	 
	c)
	Old-Green-Grasshopper?
	d)
	James, in these chapters?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	He was encouraging.
	[image: ]
	A
	He was brilliant.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	He couldn’t be bothered.
	[image: ]
	B
	He was lazy.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	He was tired and sleepy.
	[image: ]
	C
	He didn’t care.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Nineteen to Twenty-two

[image: ]

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	How did Earthworm and the others know that sharks were all around them?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	When the sharks started attacking the peach, “panic and pandemonium broke out immediately on top of the peach”. What does this statement mean? What was happening?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Do you think James’ idea was smart or ridiculous? Explain your opinion.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Using a dictionary, find the meaning of the word hero and write it down. Both Earthworm and James do remarkable things in these chapters. Who do you think is the greatest hero? Give reasons for your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Lots of amazing things happen in these chapters. What was most surprising to you? Why did it surprise you?



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]
	Imagine that you are one of the sharks swimming around the peach. Rewrite the events in these chapters from the shark’s point of view. Describe who is with you and why you attacked the peach. What made the peach so appealing? Did you know there were creatures on top of it as well? What did you think about them?
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Chapters Twenty-three to Twenty-five

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	In the previous chapters, hundreds of sharks were chomping on the giant peach. How much do you think they ate? How much of the peach is left for James and his friends to travel in? Give reasons for your answers.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What do you know about violins? What does this instrument look like? What is it made of? What sound does it make? What kind of music is usually played on a violin?



	 
	 



	 
	 







[image: ]

In the boxes below, write each word’s part of speech (noun, verb, adjective, etc.). then, use each word in a sentence that shows the meaning of the word. Use a dictionary to help you.









	a)
	wriggle
	 

	 




	b)
	exhausted
	 

	 




	c)
	audience
	 

	 




	d)
	scornful
	 

	 




	e)
	steeple
	 

	 




	f)
	rambunctious
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Chapters Twenty-three to Twenty-five













	1.
	Put a check mark next to the answer that is most correct.



	a)
	Who was completely exhausted?
	b)
	What was the name of the big ship?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	The seagulls
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	The Titanic



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	The sharks
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	The Queen Mary



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Silkworm
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	The Queen Mary II



	c)
	How did the grasshopper play his violin?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Used his antenna as a bow and forearm as the strings.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Used his front leg as a bow and his antennas as the strings.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Used his back leg as a bow and the edge of his wing as the strings.



	d)
	What benefits are there from earthworms eating soil?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Earthworms eat the rocks and pebbles for the farmers.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Earthworms have no teeth so it is easier for them to eat soil.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	It makes the soil nice, light and crumbly.














	2.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Old-Green-Grasshopper played beautiful music.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Ladybug’s spots often changed.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Ladybugs eat bugs.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Centipede is proud of being a pest.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Spiders catch flies and mosquitoes.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	The insects hated singing.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty-three to Twenty-five

[image: ]

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What do you suppose the “funnels” actually were that the travelers saw on the deck of the ship? Why did they not know what these things really were?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What was the captain of the ship worried about that made him ask for his telescope?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Earthworm calls Centipede a “pest” in Chapter Twenty-four. How do you think Centipede felt being called a pest? How would you feel if someone called you a pest?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why were Centipede, Earthworm and James arguing?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why do you think Centipede likes to sing so much? Do you think his singing is helpful or hurtful? Explain.



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]
	If you could glide over any part of the world, where would you want to glide? What would you see there? What noises would you hear? What smells would you smell? What would the temperature be like? Why is this place so appealing to you?













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty-six to Twenty-eight

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Do you predict the peach will land soon, or will it float in the sky for a while longer? If you were the author, what would you have happen next?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Think about what you know about clouds from your past knowledge and experience. Do you know what clouds are made of? What would a cloud look like if you were flying up in the sky next to one?



	 
	 



	 
	 







[image: ]

Use a dictionary to find the MEANING of each word below. Use each word in a SENTENCE that clearly shows its meaning.








	a)
	cease
	 



	b)
	precious
	 



	c)
	companion
	 



	d)
	imbecile
	 



	e)
	hauling
	 



	f)
	whoop
	 



	g)
	congratulate
	 














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty-six to Twenty-eight

[image: ]











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	James went down to save Centipede using a string that Silkworm made.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Centipede’s boots didn’t get wet.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	The journey through the sky was smoother than a real airplane ride.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	James and his friends were attacked by Cloud-Men.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	James went out first to see if the coast was clear.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	The peach was filled with holes and peach juice was leaking out.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in the chapters.












	 
	 
	a)
	Centipede was covered in purple paint.



	 
	 
	b)
	The Cloud-Men threw hailstones at the peach.



	 
	 
	c)
	The Cloud-Men threw anything they could find.



	 
	 
	d)
	The peach flew to the giant upsidedown horseshoe.



	 
	 
	e)
	The peach was tangled up in the silk string.



	 
	 
	f)
	The travelers saw hundreds, thousands, millions of Cloud-Men.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty-six to Twenty-eight

[image: ]

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	When there is trouble, James always seems to have a solution that saves everybody from danger. What qualities do you see in James that make it possible for him to think so quickly?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	In Chapter Twenty-seven, James gave an interesting reason to explain why there are sometimes hailstorms in the summertime. What reason did he give?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why do you think the Cloud-Men were throwing hailstones? Were they angry, or was it just a fun game for them? Give reasons for your answer with evidence from the story.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	In Chapter Twenty-eight the peach crashed into the rainbow. It was obviously made of something solid. What material do you think it was made of? Give proof from the chapter to support your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]
	Have you ever been in a hailstorm? Where were you when it happened? How long did it last? Was any damage done? Do you enjoy any kind of storm, whether it is a hailstorm, rainstorm or snowstorm? What do you like about them? What do you dislike about them?
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Chapters Twenty-nine to Thirty-one








	1.
	At the end of the last chapter, Centipede was in a very difficult situation, all covered in paint. What do you think it will take to get it off? Do you think it will be possible to get it off? Will he have any scratches or bruises?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	We often think of rainstorms as something bad, something we don’t want to happen. However, sometimes lots of rain can be a good thing. Give three reasons why a rainstorm can be a problem. Then, try to come up with three reasons why a rainstorm could be beneficial.



	 
	 



	 
	 









[image: ]

Complete the chart by writing each list word next to its meaning. Then, write down each word’s part of speech (noun, verb, adjective, etc.). You may use a dictionary to help you.









	deluge
	detest
	disgusting
	glimpse



	grope
	mercy
	proposal
	 












	 
	Word
	Part of speech
	Meaning



	 1 
	 
	 
	To reach about uncertainly



	 2 
	 
	 
	Compassion shown to victims



	 3 
	 
	 
	An offer or a suggestion



	 4 
	 	 
	Disagreeable to the senses



	 5 
	 	 
	Hate



	 6 
	 	 
	A great flood of water



	 7 
	 	 
	A brief look














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty-nine to Thirty-one

[image: ]







	1.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in the chapters.












	 
	 
	a)
	A huge and hairy Cloud-Man tried to get the peach.



	 
	 
	b)
	Miss Spider shared the story of her grandmother’s last six months.



	 
	 
	c)
	They passed a snow machine in operation.



	 
	 
	d)
	The peach flew to the giant upsidedown horseshoe.



	 
	 
	e)
	They tried to figure out a solution to get the paint off Centipede.



	 
	 
	f)
	The deluge came down on the seagulls, the peach, James and the creatures.













	2.
	Read each statement below. Think about whether you AGREE or DISAGREE with them and circle your answers. Then, choose one of the statements and write down the reason for your opinion. Underline the statement you are writing about.



	 
	Agree
	Disagree
	a)
	Aunt Sponge was mean to kill Spider’s grandmother.



	 
	Agree
	Disagree
	b)
	You should never ruin a spider’s web.



	 
	Agree
	Disagree
	c)
	No good can ever come from a rain storm.



	 
	Agree
	Disagree
	a)
	Centipedes are pests.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty-nine to Thirty-one

[image: ]

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What happened to Miss Spider’s grandmother?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How do you think Centipede might have felt, all covered in paint as if he were encased in cement? Write a verse that Centipede would sing, describing his thoughts and feelings.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	In Chapter Thirty, the author writes that the water created by the Cloud-Men was more than just rain, it was a deluge. Then, he uses interesting verbs (action words) to show what the downpour was like. Find all these words, and write them down.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Reread Chapter Twenty-nine in which Miss Spider tells the story of her grandmother’s death. What do you think of this chapter? How did you feel while reading it? Did you think it was sad, funny, heart-warming or ridiculous? Explain.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]
	In these chapters we find out more about the Cloud-Men and how they make weather happen. Imagine that you are in charge of creating weather. You can make rain, snow, sleet, hail, thunder, lightning and wind any way you want. Use your imagination, and write down how you would make each of these types of weather.
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Chapters Thirty-two to Thirty-six

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	At the end of the last chapter, James and his friends watched the sun come up as a new day was just beginning. What kind of feeling does this picture give you about the kind of day they will have?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	James and his friends have been floating in the peach for some time now. Do you think they will land soon? Where and how will they land?



	 
	 



	 
	 





[image: ]

Write each word beside its definition.










	enormous
	squelch
	glistening
	hovering



	pinnacle
	plummeted
	smithereens
	flabbergasted













	1.
	huge
	 




	2.
	brightly shining
	 




	3.
	fluttering back and forth
	 




	4.
	dropped straight down
	 




	5.
	fragments and bits
	 




	6.
	surprised, astonished
	 




	7.
	a lofty peak
	 




	8.
	to put an end to something
	 















	[image: ]
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Chapters Thirty-two to Thirty-six

[image: ]











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	They had crossed the Atlantic Ocean overnight.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	James knew they had reached America.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	They were flying over the city of Chicago.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	The citizens were scared and thought the peach was a bomb.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Centipede was upset that his boots weren’t polished.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	The peach landed on the pinnacle of the Empire State Building.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in the chapters.












	 
	 
	a)
	The Mayor of New York City called the President of the United States.



	 
	 
	b)
	The people of New York City created a pandemonium.



	 
	 
	c)
	Earthworm was worried about how they would get down to the ground.



	 
	 
	d)
	The peach fell quickly from the sky and landed on the needle of the skyscraper.



	 
	 
	e)
	The airplane sliced right through every single string.



	 
	 
	f)
	Centipede started biting the silk strings one at a time.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Thirty-two to Thirty-six

[image: ]

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	When James and his friends first saw the city below, what did the cars and people look like to them?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	In Chapter Thirty-three, the peach is described as a “monster”. Do you think this is a good description, comparing the peach to a monster? Give reasons for your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Reread Chapter Thirty-five, and pay special attention to the last sentence. What did the author mean by the phrase, “the whole City held its breath…”? Can a city actually hold its breath? What was really happening during those thirty seconds?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What was the “squelch” that happened at the end of Chapter Thirty-six? Do you think James or his friends were hurt in the fall?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]
	Imagine that you work for the New York City Police Department. You get a call from dispatch that a giant peach has just landed on the needle of the Empire State Building. You must go and investigate the scene and see if there are any casualties. What is your reaction? What do you do first? What do you discover?
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	[image: ]




Chapters Thirty-seven to Thirty-nine








	1.
	What do you predict the City of New York policemen and firemen will do?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How do you think the people of New York City will respond to the travelers? Will they welcome them with open arms? Will they be afraid of them? Why? (Remember who is on board the giant peach!)



	 
	 



	 
	 









[image: ]

Match each word with its definition.










	 

	1.
	Lighthearted or dizzy
	A
	giddy



	 

	2.
	One thing among many
	B
	monument



	 

	3.
	An orderly line moving together (like a parade)
	C
	commotion



	 

	4.
	To move forward and continue
	D
	particular



	 

	5.
	A professional who repairs tall structures
	E
	proceed



	 

	6.
	A plaque, statue or stone erected in memory of someone
	F
	procession



	 

	7.
	A noisy disturbance made by a lot of people
	G
	pulley



	 

	8.
	A simple machine, consisting of a wheel and a rope or chain, used to raise and lower things
	H
	steeplejack
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Chapters Thirty-seven to Thirty-nine

[image: ]







	1.
	When their journey finally ends, James and his friends stay in America, and all become rich and successful. Who has each of these happy endings?













	Silkworm
	Centipede
	Earthworm
	Glow-worm



	Miss Spider
	Ladybug
	James
	Old-Green-Grasshopper
















	 

	 
	a)
	Who became the light inside the torch of the Statue of Liberty?



	 

	 
	b)
	Who became the spokes “person” for a company that makes women’s face cream?



	 

	 
	c)
	Who got together and set up a factory to make nylon thread?



	 

	 
	d)
	Who joined a high-class firm as Vice-President-in-Charge-of-Sales for their boot and shoe manufacturers?



	 

	 
	e)
	Who became a member of the New York Symphony Orchestra?



	 

	 
	f)
	Who lived happily ever after, married to the Head of the Fire Department?



	 

	 
	g)
	Who lived inside the famous monument located in Central Park?













	2.
	Read the statement below. Do you AGREE or DISAGREE with each? Circle your answers and justify your opinions on the lines provided.



	 
	Agree
	Disagree
	a)
	James is the narrator of this story.



	 
	 



	 
	Agree
	Disagree
	b)
	The novel could have had a similar happy ending if the peach had landed in a city in Europe instead of America.
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Chapters Thirty-seven to Thirty-nine

[image: ]

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Why do you think the Chief of Police believed that the travelers had come from outer space?



	 
	 



	2.
	How did Centipede respond when he saw that everyone was afraid of them? Given what we know about Centipede’s character, is his reaction surprising? Explain why or why not.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	James tells the crowd that the creatures are the nicest in the world. How does he describe each one in his song? Write a sentence for each character to summarize his descriptions.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What was the most marvelous thing that had ever happened to James? Why was this so wonderful for him?



	 
	 



	5.
	Many remarkable things happen throughout this novel. Much of it is make-believe, and could only happen in a fantasy world. There are, however, some things that are realistic. Think back over the story, and write down at least five things that could happen in real life. They may have to do with the setting, characters or events.



	 
	 













	[image: ]
	In Chapter Thirty-five, we read that the peach plummeted down from the sky while “the whole city held its breath”. Beginning at this moment in the story, write a completely different ending. Will it be funny? Will it be tragic? Will everyone live happily ever after?













	
	[image: ]




Chapters 1 to 9

In Chapter Three, James met a man who had a bag of magic crystals. They were actually one thousand crocodile tongues that had been boiled in the skull of a witch with lizard eyeballs. Reread this chapter and notice that the man’s description is very much like a recipe for a stew!




Now, imagine that you have the ability to create a magic potion.

Write a recipe for your potion.

In your recipe, be sure to include the following:

• The name of your potion
• A description of what it can be used for (what it will do)
• The list of ingredients (illustrate them if you wish!)
• The sequence of steps to make it (the directions)
• A chant that must be given as the ingredients are mixed together
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Chapters 10 to 16

Peaches are a very delicious and healthy fruit to eat.




Create a new recipe using peaches as your main ingredient.



Here are some questions for you to consider as you are creating your recipe:

• What kind of recipe will it be – a main or side dish?
• What meal will it be for – breakfast, dessert, or another meal?
• What other ingredients will you need? • What steps are needed to make it?
• Will it need to be cooked or baked? • Can children make this recipe?
• What safety precautions will you recommend?
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Chapters 17 to 21

Throughout the novel, the author, Roald Dahl, includes funny and entertaining poems that his characters sing. For example, in Chapter Eighteen Centipede bursts into song about the “strange and scrumptious” things that he has eaten. Reread Centipede’s song and notice its rhyming pattern.



Centipede’s poem follows this format:









	 
	 
	Rhyming Pattern
	Number of Syllables



	 
	Line 1
	A
	14



	 
	Line 2
	A
	14



	 
	Line 3
	B
	8



	 
	Line 4
	A
	6



	 
	Line 5
	A
	14







Write a new verse for Centipede’s song using the same format. OR you may use another poem format that you know (such as a cinquain or acrostic poem). Write about the strange or delicious things you could eat. Be imaginative!
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Chapters 22 to 27

Who would have thought that flying on a giant peach over the ocean would be a pleasant way to travel? What might be another interesting and unusual way to travel?


Write a story in which some people or creatures take a trip in a different sort of vehicle. You may use characters from James and the Giant Peach or create new characters

Here are some things to consider before you write your story:

• Setting (Where and when does the story take place?)
• Characters (Who is in the vehicle? What do they look like?
What kind of people or creatures are they?)
• Plot (What are they traveling in? Why did they decide to take this trip?
What will happen on their adventure?)
• Outcome (How will your story end? What will happen to the characters?)
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Chapters 28 to 32

Roald Dahl uses alliteration in this novel to describe actions and events in interesting and descriptive ways. Alliteration is the repetition of the same consonant sound within a group of words. In Chapter Thirty the author uses alliteration with the letter “s” to describe the deluge created by the Cloud-Men. Find this sentence and reread it.


Write a sentence using alliteration to describe an object or event.

Choose a letter of the alphabet and use that letter as much as possible in your sentence. Be sure to use lots of adjectives in your description.

Repeat this activity two more times if you wish, each time with a different letter of the alphabet.
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Chapters 33 to 39

Miss Spider shared the story of her Grandmother’s death as it happened when Aunt Spider painted her kitchen. Miss Spider was upset as she told the story; this was a difficult time for her.

Sympathy cards are used to express regret, sorrow and compassion. They contain few words, sometimes less than a verse. These words are chosen thoughtfully and carefully.


Make a sympathy card for Miss Spider.

On the outside of the card, draw a picture representing peace and tranquility. On the inside, write a short verse for Miss Spider expressing your deepest sympathies. What words will you use to show your sympathy? Remember to sign your card with your name.
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Word Search

Find all of the words in the Word Search. Words may be horizontal, vertical or even diagonal. A few may even be backwards. Look carefully!










	tremendous
	enormous
	hurtling
	ghastly



	deluge
	spellbound
	scrumptious
	gracious



	peculiar
	hovering
	gossamer
	melancholy



	seething
	commotion
	coaxing
	squelch



	colossal
	monument
	famished
	imbecile



	hideous
	twerp
	pinnacle
	repulsive



	realize
	flabbergasted
	chaos
	mercy
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Comprehension Quiz








	Answer each question in a complete sentence or short paragraph.
	[image: ]



	1.
	What happened to James’ parents? How did James come to live with Aunt Sponge and Aunt Spiker?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	2.
	Describe the relationship between James and his two aunts. How did they treat him?
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	3.
	Who was in the bush? What did James get from this exchange?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	4.
	What happened to James at the base of the tree? How did he feel?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	5.
	What grew in the backyard? What was so special about it?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	6.
	What did the two aunts do because of this? How much did it cost? Where did the aunts send James?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	7.
	Afterward, what did the aunts expect James to do? What did James really want to do and why?
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SUBTOTAL:    /14
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Comprehension Quiz








	8.
	What did James do when he saw the hole on the side? What happened inside?
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	9.
	Who did James meet? How did they respond when they first saw him?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	10.
	The next morning, what unexpected thing happened to James’ aunts?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	11.
	After this, where did the travelers end up? How did they get out of their situation? Who helped them?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	12.
	Where did they end up next? Who did they meet along the way? What did these characters do to James and his friends?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	13.
	How did they finally land? Where did they land? Who was injured?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	14.
	Where did they all live at the end of the story? What did James do that was so special? What is so special about James’ house?
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SUBTOTAL:    /14












	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. marvelous

2. peculiar

3. radiant

4. gizzard

5. brute

6. enormous

7. immediately

8. hideous


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    T 

c)    T 

d)    T 

e)    T 

f)    F 

   1.   

a) 5

b) 2

c) 1

d) 6

e) 4

f) 3


	
   1.   

Possible answers: They beat him, didn’t use his real name, made him do all the chores, wasn’t allowed off the property

   2.   

Answers will vary

   3.   

He met an old man in a dark green suit who came out of the bushes

   4.   

The man in the dark green suit; he gives James a bag of magic crystals, like a fairy godmother would

   5.   

Fairy tale – story in which improbable events lead to a happy ending; Yes – evidence includes James’ mean aunts, a sad boy, a strange man and a bag of magic crystals


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. gaze

2. glint

3. spellbound

4. shilling

5. trickle


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  C



b)  [image: ]  C



c)  [image: ]  C



d)  [image: ]  C



   2.   



a)  [image: ]  B



b)  [image: ]  C



c)  [image: ]  B



d)  [image: ]  A


	
[image: ]

   1.   

The peach was growing and growing and growing

   2.   

He felt it in his bones, in the air around him and by the sudden stillness that had fallen upon the garden

   3.   

Greedy – showing a selfish desire for wealth and possessions; The aunts assumed the peach was theirs – they decided to charge people one shilling to see it, and this would make them rich

   4.   

Answers will vary

   5.   

Answers will vary





	
11

	
12

	
13

	
14

	
15

	
16
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

Across

2. famished

6. hysterics

8. amble

9. colossal

Down

1. mammoth

2. frantically

3. heaved

4. lurch

5. desolate

7. rascal


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    T 

c)    T 

d)    T 

e)    T 

f)    F 

   2.   

a) 5

b) 1

c) 4

d) 2

e) 6

f) 3


	
   1.   

Meets Old-Green-Grasshopper, Spider, Ladybug, Centipede, Earthworm and Silkworm; Insects are very small, but these were big; Horrified, shocked and frightened

   2.   

They were equals because they were all the same size and stuck inside the peach

   3.   

The magic crystals caused them to grow

   4.   

Some people believe that the sound a grasshopper makes is annoying but he was just making music

   5.   

Answers will vary


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

 1    F 

 2    E 

 3    A 

 4    C 

 5    B 

 6    D 


	
   1.   

a) Centipede

b) Old-Green-Grasshopper

c) Glow-worm

d) Ladybug

e) James

f) Earthworm

   2.   

a) 3

b) 2

c) 4

d) 1

e) 5


	
   1.   

They didn’t care about him, were happy to be rid of him

   2.   

Answers will vary

   3.   

Possible answers: Squashed the two aunts into paper dolls, smashed a telegraph pole, flattened two parked cars, broke fences and flattened about 20 fields, went through herds of cows, sheep, horses, pigs, etc.

   4.   

Answers will vary
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18

	
19

	
20

	
21

	
22


















	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. cluster, threshing, pandemonium

2. perambulator

3. pathetic

4. lunge, aghast

5. churning, froth

6. martyr


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  B

b)  [image: ]  C

c)  [image: ]  C

d)  [image: ]  C

   2.   

a)  [image: ]  B



b)  [image: ]  A



c)  [image: ]  A



d)  [image: ]  A


	
   1.   

By the way they swam and by the black fins on their backs

   2.   

The insects and James panicked

   3.   

Answers will vary

   4.   

Hero – one with great courage and strength, one who achieves something special; Answers will vary (i.e., James, because he thought of the whole plan, or Earthworm, because he sacrificed himself for the group)

   5.   

Answers will vary


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

a) (v.)

b) (adj.)

c) (n.)

d) (adj.)

e) (n.)

f) (adj.)


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  C

b)  [image: ]  B

c)  [image: ]  C

d)  [image: ]  C



   2.   

a)    T 

b)    F 

c)    T 

d)    T 

e)    F 

f)    F 


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Three chimneys on the ship’s deck; They had never been on a ship before

   2.   

Thought the giant peach was a weapon heading toward England

   3.   

Answers will vary

   4.   

Each of them thought the other looked strange with the location of their ears

   5.   

Answers will vary
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25

	
26

	
27

	
28
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

Answers will vary;

Sentences should convey the meaning of the word


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    F 

c)    T 

d)    T 

e)    T 

f)    T 

   2.   

a) 6

b) 1

c) 5

d) 2

e) 4

f) 3


	
   1.   

Cares about others, is a good problem solver

   2.   

Cloud-men were making hailstones in the summertime because they were practicing for winter

   3.   

Answers will vary

   4.   

Made of ice – temperature was cold, the cloud-men had to paint it and hold it up with rope


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

 1   grope (v.)



 2   mercy (n.)



 3   proposal (n.)



 4   disgusting (adj.)



 5   detest (v.)



 6   deluge (n.)



 7   glimpse (n.)


	
   1.   

a) 4

b) 1

c) 5

d) 2

e) 3

f) 6

   2.   

Answers will vary;


	
   1.   

The last time Aunt Spider painted her kitchen ceiling, Miss Spider’s grandmother accidentally stepped on the wet paint. She was stuck there and Aunt Spider spotted her and squished her with a mop (on a long handle).

   2.   

Songs will vary

   3.   

Pouring, roaring, bouncing, smashing, sloshing, slashing, swashing, swirling, surging, whirling, gurgling, gushing, and rushing

   4.   

Answers will vary
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32

	
33

	
34


















	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. enormous

2. glistening

3. hovering

4. plummeted

5. smithereens

6. flabbergasted

7. pinnacle

8. squelch


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    T 

c)    F 

d)    T 

e)    T 

f)    T 

   2.   

a) 3

b) 2

c) 1

d) 6

e) 5

f) 4


	
   1.   

Cars looked like little beetles crawling along the streets, people were no bigger than a grain of soot

   2.   

Answers will vary

   3.   

All the people of the city were holding their breaths, not a sound was heard. They were waiting to see where the object would land; They didn’t know it was a giant peach

   4.   

It was the peach landing on the spire of the Empire State Building; Answers will vary


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. A

2. D

3. F

4. E

5.


	
   1.   

a) Glow-worm

b) Earthworm

c) Miss Spider, Silkworm

d) Centipede

e) Old-Green-Grasshopper

f) Ladybug

g) James

   2.   

a) Agree; At the end of the last chapter we learn that James “wrote” the book

b) Answers will vary; Accept any reasonable answer


	
[image: ]

   1.   

He saw them come down from the sky, and they told him they had come from thousands of miles away

   2.   

Calm, didn’t understand why the people were upset;

Centipede was often more anxious and nervous than this, but he knew there was nothing to fear

   3.   

Centipede: can do many things at once, is sweet and gentle; Earthworm: can dig new tunnels and sewers; Grasshopper: can play music with his feet; Glow-worm: is bright and can be used as a light; Miss Spider: makes beautiful webs, isn’t dangerous; Ladybug: has a lot of children; Silkworm: makes beautiful silk

   4.   

He saw many, many children and gave them a wonderful peach

   5.   

Answers will vary (many answers are possible)




	
35

	
36

	
37

	
38

	
39

	
40
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Word Search Answers


[image: ]




	
   1.   

James’ parents were killed by an enormous angry rhinoceros. The family house was sold immediately and James was sent to live with his two aunts.

   2.   

The relationship was very tense and James was miserable. His aunts were cruel and made James do all the chores that they didn’t want to do.

   3.   

An old man was in the bush. James got a white paper bag from the old man with little green magical things inside.

   4.   

James ran towards the tree, tripped and fell. He felt very sad because when he tripped, the paper bag burst open and he lost the little green magical things in the soil.

   5.   

A peach tree grew in the back yard. It was special because a giant peach grew on one of its branches.

   6.   

They fenced up the peach tree and sold tickets to people who wanted to see the giant peach. Each ticket cost one shilling (a nickel). The aunts locked James up in his room all day so that he wouldn’t mingle with the other children.

   7.   

James had to clean up the garbage left by the visitors. James hadn’t eaten all day, so he was hungry and wanted to eat.


	
   8.   

James thought a fox had made the hole in the peach, but he decided to see for himself what was inside. He crawled in the hole until he reached the pit, and there he met seven creatures.

   9.   

James met Old-Green-Grasshopper, Earthworm, Ladybug, Silkworm, Miss Spider, Centipede, and Glow-worm. They greeted him happily, and had been anxiously waiting for him to arrive.

   10.   

The next morning, the peach was so heavy it broke off the tree, rolled down the hill, ironed out flat both Aunt Sponge and Aunt Spiker.

   11.   

The peach and the travelers ended up in the sea. James got Miss Spider and Silkworm to make 502 strings, and James tied each one to the seagulls flying above. The seagulls were a great help.

   12.   

Next, they flew across the Atlantic Ocean. Way up in the sky they met Cloud-Men who threw hailstones and snowballs at them, and created a deluge.

   13.   

An airplane flew through the silk strings, causing them all to break, and the peach fell from the sky. They landed on the pinnacle of the Empire State Building in New York City. No one was injured.

   14.   

They all stayed in New York City in America; James’ house was an enormous peach stone in Central Park





	
44

	
45

	
46
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