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The Mouse and the Motorcycle









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	SKILLS/KNOWLEDGE

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of the Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a basic understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a good understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	Content

	Information incomplete; key details missing

	Some information complete; details missing

	All required information complete; key details contain some description

	All required information complete; enough description for clarity




	Style

	Little variety in word choice; language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice; language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice; language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words; precise language.




	Conventions

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Beverly Cleary is a leading author of books for young people and her stories are loved by both children and adults alike. A delightful and entertaining read, The Mouse and the Motorcycle is a witty story of a mouse named Ralph, and a boy, Keith, who discover they can communicate with each other because of the love they both have for motorcycles. Ralph is a perky and reckless mouse who lives at Mountain View Inn, and when he meets Keith, they become great friends when Keith teaches him how to ride his toy motorcycle.

How Is This Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each chapter or group of chapters there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of The Mouse and the Motorcycle. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	SITUATIONS AND OUTCOMES
This graphic organizer is a flow chart and is an excellent tool to help students understand how one event or situation in the story leads to something else. Over the course of the novel, Ralph and Keith have their share of problems and each character handles his problems as best as he can. Have students choose either Ralph or Keith. In the “Situation” boxes, they are to identify the problems the character encounters. In the “Outcome” boxes they are to describe how the character solves each problem. In the “Your Response” boxes, students write down how they, themselves, would have responded to the problem differently. . Found on Page 53.











	CHARACTER COMPARISON
This Venn diagram is divided into three sections and is set up so that students can compare their own personality traits with those of two characters in the novel. Students may choose Ralph and Keith for this comparison activity, or two other characters. In the spaces where the circles overlap, students are to list the traits that the characters have in common. In the stand alone part of each cirlce, they are to list qualities that are unique to each character. Have students review their chart when they have finished filling it in – some students might discover new things about themselves that they didn’t know before! Found on Page 54.
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	INFORMATION FINDER
The Information Finder graphic organizer is a useful tool to help students collect, organize and record information on a specific topic. This activity can be completed on its own or used as a starter activity for a research report. Students are asked to collect information on mice or another animal in order to answer the question, would this animal make a good house pet? Have students complete this activity independently or in small groups. If the small group approach is chosen, each group can research a different animal. Then have the groups share their findings with the class and discuss which animal would make the best classroom pet. Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom..





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of application, analysis, synthesis and evaluation, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest, creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

The Mouse and the Motorcycle is a novel that may be approached in several ways. Most obvious is as a traditional, whole-class read-aloud in which the teacher reads the book out loud to the entire class, stopping after one or more chapters for the students to answer the chapter questions. As they complete the questions, students reread the chapter(s) on their own. Depending on the interests and needs of your students, you may choose to apply some shared or modeled reading, focusing discussion on the author’s skills, choices made in writing, and the elements of the narrative. The BEFORE YOU READ and AFTER YOU READ activities in this Literature Kit™ provide a basis for such discussions.

To facilitate small group and independent study learning, these activities have been divided into chapter groupings to allow students to work on manageable sections of the novel, and not feel overwhelmed by the activities. Teachers may also choose to use only a selection of the activities in this resource for small group or independent study, assigning tasks that match students’ specific needs, and allowing students to work at their own speed. The components of this resource make it flexible and easy to adapt as not all of the activities need to be completed.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections. Journaling prompts have been included at the end of each chapter section to facilitate students’ thinking and writing.
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Summary of the Story

MEET Ralph, the perky and reckless mouse that lives at Mountain View Inn.

The story begins with Keith Gridley and his parents on their summer vacation. After driving for many hours, Mr. Gridley decides to stop at Mountain View Inn where they will spend the Fourth of July weekend. Little does he know that living inside the walls of the Inn are Ralph the Mouse and his family. The Gridleys settle into their two motel rooms, and their son, Keith, brings out his cars and a shiny motorcycle. Through the mousehole, Ralph sees the motorcycle and falls in love with it.

Against his mother’s advice, Ralph ventures into the room when the Grideys have gone out to eat. He climbs onto the motorcycle. Then, the telephone rings and both the motorcycle and Ralph fall into the waste paper basket! When the Gridleys return, Keith sees Ralph in the wastebasket. He protects Ralph from getting caught, and the two discover that their love of motorcycles allows them to be able to communicate with each other.

The pair quickly become friends. They share the motorcycle – Keith has it during the day and Ralph has it at night. Keith makes a special helmet for Ralph out of a ping pong ball and some tape. Meanwhile, Ralph has a number of exciting adventures, including an encounter with a vacuum cleaner, getting stuck in a laundry hamper, and losing Keith’s motorcycle.

As the weekend progrosses, Keith realizes that he is not feeling well. Unfortunately, all the drugstores are closed. Ralph goes on an errand to find an aspirin for his sick friend, and ends up caught between a piece of cardboard and a glass. Two teachers are thrilled to have captured a mouse and they plan to bring him back home to their kindergarten classes. Ralph, however, doesn’t want to be a pet mouse for school children, and he still needs to find an aspirin tablet for Keith. He knows he must be brave for Keith’s sake.

Eventually, Ralph does escape the teachers and he finds an aspirin. He brings it to Keith who waits for his mom before he takes it. Keith gets better, and now that his family’s vacation is coming to an end, he wants to bring Ralph home with him. Ralph, however, wants to stay at the Inn, since this is his home. Keith gives his motorcycle to Ralph to enjoy as the two part ways.
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Vocabulary


CHAPTER 1

• knothole • rumpled • renewed • antimacassar • relenting • greedily • perplexed • guest • hotel • room service • vacancy • chickadee • critically • interrupt • protested • quaint • sedan • highway



CHAPTER 2

• terrifying • disappointed • considerate • disliked • medium-sized • quality • lever • chromium • jauntily • satisfied • despair • scolded • satisfy • momentum • core • vain • cord • careless • worrier • rumor


CHAPTER 3

• examined • upright • aching • whirly • bruised • battered • defeated • zwieback • intact • wearily • incinerator • comfortable • remorseful • management • bellboy • delighted • echoing • venturing • drip-dry • maid • seized • defeated • embarrassed



CHAPTER 4

• awakened • tiniest • wrapped • cowered • obviously • motionless • sensation • confessed • bravado • hampered • fumbled • indignant • mislaid • greedy • quiver • whiskers • protection • grateful • crouching • regretted • rudeness


CHAPTER 5

• mastered • threadbare • jauntily • pained • permitted • baseboards • trembling • ventured • momentum • executed • threshold • mounted • dismounted • beckoned • reluctantly • exhilarated • business • tousled



CHAPTER 6

• nuisance • dodged • complain • astounded • chastened • incredulous • occasional • dab • possibilities • suggestion • admitted • ravelings • squeaky • generous • timid • anxious • lest • sleek • sulky • owl • pellet


CHAPTER 7

• vacuum cleaner • fascinated • attachment • shuddered • unaware • busboy • exhaust • progress • yanked • propelling • plodded • remorse • recklessly • oblivious • desperate • abruptly • linen • spokes • scarcely • self-consciously • abandon • filtered • dangerously



CHAPTERS 8 TO 9

• bridal suite • groom • doughnut • embarrassed • ashamed • genuinely • rejoicing • pilfering • foolhardy • thistledown • reunion • overweight • sulky • anchored • allowance • scurried • bewildered • fascinated • zigzagged • flattered • envied • patient • fragrance • pandemonium • agited • huddled • ominously


CHAPTERS 10 TO 11

• aspirin • exasperated • scrabbling • peeped • moistened • washbasin • swipe • listlessly • flickered • moistened • scheme • sparingly • ventured • enthusiasm • feebly • ebbed • grateful • staunchly • errand • poisoned • steadfast • outward • determination • nylon • pleaded • luggage • cunning • gushy • pilfer



CHAPTERS 12 TO 13

• mercy • relief • gleaming • positive • precious • gobbling • ridiculous • mumbled • wriggling • skillfully • crucial • linting • ancestor • din • darting • groggily • tendrils • dastardly • rattled • heartily • slumped • irresponsible • responsible • sympathetic • tantalizing • admiration • gratitude • talons








	[image: ]
	 




Beverly Cleary
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Beverly Cleary is an author you are likely to hear and read a lot about. She was born Beverly Bunn on April 12, 1916 in McMinnville located in Yamhill County, Oregon. Even though she lived in a small town that didn’t have a library, and even though she had trouble reading, she still came to love reading as a young child.

Her family moved to Portland where she attended elementary and high school. She then moved to California to get her college degree as a librarian.

In 1940, she married Clarence Cleary. Her first book, Henry Huggins, was published in 1950.

In 1955, she gave birth to twins – a girl and a boy, Marrienne Elizabeth and Malcolm James. Her twins were ten years old when the story of Ralph in The Mouse and the Motorcycle was written.

Beverly has written over 30 books, now published in twenty countries and in fourteen different languages! In 1984, she received the Newbery Award for her book, Dear Mr. Henshaw. Some of her famous characters are Henry Huggins, Ralph Mouse, Ramona Quimby and Leigh Botts.

If you enjoy The Mouse and the Motorcycle, other stories about Ralph – Ralph S. Mouse and Runaway Ralph – will surely entertain and delight you too.
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•   Beverly is an only child.

•   Beverly wrote stories about Socks the tabby cat.

•   Beverly has been immortalized in the Beverly Cleary Sculpture Garden for Children in Portland’s Grant Park with bronze statues of her famous characters Ramona, Henry and Ribsy.
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Chapter One







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	Before you begin the novel, look at the cover of the book. What does it show? What does it suggest to you that the book might be about? Explain.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Have you ever had a pet mouse? Do you think a mouse would make a good pet? Explain why or why not.
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Complete each sentence with a word from the list.












	 
	guests
	vacancy
	hotel
	critical
	highway












	1.
	People who travel overnight can stay at an inn, a bed and breakfast, a motel or a _____________.



	2.
	If you are driving from coast to coast, you should drive on the _____________.



	3.
	A _____________ sign in front of a motel lets you know that there are rooms available to stay in overnight.



	4.
	People who are visitors can also be called _____________.



	5.
	Someone who likes to point out minor errors is very ________________.
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Chapter One
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	1.
	Put a check mark next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	Keith and his parents are:
	 
	b)
	The family was staying in which rooms?
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	A
	the Grodley family.
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Room numbers 214 and 216.
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	B
	the Gridley family.
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Room numbers 215 and 217.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	the Matt family.
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Room numbers 215 and 216.



	 
	c)
	They were visiting during which national holiday?
	 
	d)
	They left home from which state to go visit which state?
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	A
	Memorial Day weekend
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	from Nevada to California
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	B
	Fourth of July weekend
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	from Ohio to Nevada
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	C
	Thanksgiving weekend
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	from Ohio to California














	2.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	The hotel is 40 miles away from Highway 25.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Mrs. Gridley doesn’t want to stay there because the hotel is old.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	The dining room opens at five-thirty.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	The Gridley family has three months to take their trip.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Keith will be sleeping in his own room rather than on a cot in his parents’ room.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Keith’s sister is waiting for them in Ohio.
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Chapter One
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	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	On their way to California, what three types of country had Keith’s family driven over?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Keith did not want to interrupt his parents when they were arguing. Was this a good decision? Do you think his parents were arguing or just having a discussion?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why did Keith like the hotel?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why do you think Keith wouldn’t mind having a couple of mice in his room?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	How would you react if you saw a mouse in your bedroom?
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	Keith is starting a new and exciting adventure. Write about an adventure you have been on. Where did you go? Who were you with? Where did you stay? How did you get there? How long did you stay? Write about the most and the least exciting incidents that happened on your trip.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Two








	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	Who or what do you think might be in the knothole of the pine wall? Is this a good thing or not? Explain your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Keith is hopeful that there are mice in the hotel. Why do you suppose he is hopeful? Do you think he would enjoy the mice, be curious about them or be frightened of them? Explain your answer.
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SYNONYMS are words that have the same or similar meanings. Write each word from the list next to its synonym.









	still
	terrify
	alone
	occupy



	reckless
	worry
	jumbled
	despair



	valuable
	sobbing
	every
	little













	1.   Use
	 

	 
	2.   tiny
	 




	3.   hopelessness
	 

	 
	4.   costly
	 




	5.   weeping
	 

	 
	6.   scare
	 




	7.   anxiety
	 

	 
	8.   all
	 




	9.   isolated
	 

	 
	10. confused
	 




	11. quiet
	 

	 
	12. careless
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Chapter Two
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	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Three other children joined Keith in his room.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	The young mouse watching Keith is called Uncle Victor.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Ralph fell into the metal wastebasket along with the motorcycle.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Ralph’s mom has a fear of vacuum cleaners.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	The handlebars felt good on Ralph’s paws.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Ralph climbed up the curtains.














	2.
	Number the events from 1 to 6 in the order they occurred in the chapter.



	 
	 

	 a)
	Ralph bounced up and down on the motorcycle a few times.



	 
	 

	 b)
	The telephone rang a half ring.



	 
	 

	 c)
	Ralph could tell the motorcycle was a good motorcycle by the way it felt.



	 
	 

	 d)
	Ralph fell in the heap with the motorcycle beside the apple core.



	 
	 

	 e)
	Ralph walked over the cars to get to the motorcycle.



	 
	 

	 f)
	As soon as the family left the room to go to dinner, Ralph scurried out of the mousehole.
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Chapter Two
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	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	Why did Ralph prefer younger children?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What scared Ralph out of his wits?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	How could Ralph’s father have carried the aspirin in a safe manner?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	In this chapter we read about all the dangers Ralph’s mother worries about. Pick two of the things she worried about and explain why each might be a real cause for concern. Then, think of one more danger that a mouse would have to deal with on a daily basis.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What was it about motorcycles that Ralph loved so much? Give proof from the story for your answer. What other form of transportation do you think he might enjoy?
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	Keith was having fun playing with his small cars and his motorcycle. What is your favorite toy? Describe its size and color. What is it made out of? How do you play with it?
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Chapter Three

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Lying still in the wastebasket, how injured do you think Ralph is? Do you think he is alive or dead? Predict any injuries he may have.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What do think happened to Keith’s motorcycle? If you were Keith, how would you react to find your motorcycle possibly broken and beyond repair?
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UNSCRAMBLE the letters to find the words from Chapter Three. Use the words in the list to help you. Then, pick your TWO favorite words and use each one in a sentence that shows its meaning.











	 
	remorseful
	venturing
	nearsighted
	drip-dry
	 
















	 
	 
	incinerator
	bruised
	stomach
	prison
	 
	 















	1.
	sflureerom
	 
	 
	2.
	etrngiunv
	 



	3.
	icnirenotra
	 
	 
	4.
	yipddrr
	 



	5.
	oinspr
	 
	 
	6.
	dehgsrentia
	 



	7.
	mhoctas
	 
	 
	8.
	druiseb
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Chapter Three
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	1.
	Put a check mark next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	What were Ralph’s injuries limited to?
	 
	b)
	Ralph was hoping that someone would throw what on top of him to help him escape?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	broken arms and legs
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	an apple core



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	bruised and defeated
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	his Uncle Victor



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	battered and dead
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	a Kleenex



	 
	c)
	What did Ralph say to the two ants walking along the edge of the wastebasket?
	 
	b)
	What was Ralph afraid of?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	“Come down and eat some apple with me.”
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	He would be carried to his doom by a shrieking maid.
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	B
	“Are you hungry?”
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	He would be lost at the bottom of the wastebasket.
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	C
	“Go away.”
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	He would miss dinnertime.










	2.
	SYNONYMS are words that have the same or similar meanings. Write each word from the list next to its synonym.













	examine
	whirly
	predicament
	shriek
	break












	 
	a)
	What is a synonym for feeling dizzy?
	 



	 
	b)
	What is a synonym for fracture?
	 



	 
	c)
	What is a synonym for inspect?
	 



	 
	d)
	What is a synonym for scream?
	 



	 
	e)
	What is a synonym for dilemma?
	 












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Three
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	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	Ralph felt embarrassed to be seen in such a predicament. What other feelings do you think Ralph might have been experiencing in his predicament?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Ralph is a mouse who does not give up easily. What other characteristics do you think Ralph may have?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	If you were Ralph and had fallen in the metal wastebasket, how would you have gotten out?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why do you think Ralph didn’t know how to start a motorcycle?



	 
	 



	5.
	How do you think Keith would have reacted if he walked into his room and saw Ralph sitting on the motorcycle?
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	Ralph had a terrible accident. He is lucky to be alive to tell about it. Have you ever been in an accident? Write about what you experienced. Were you in a car? On your bike? Walking in the school yard? What were your injuries? Are you more careful now?
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Chapter Four







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	Ralph is still a prisoner of the metal wastebasket. How do you think he will eventually get out of it?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Who do you think might find Ralph? What will his or her reaction be? How would you react if you found a mouse, a motorcycle and a chewed up apple core in your garbage pail?
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Complete each sentence with a word from the list. One word will be left over.













	 
	confessed
	 
	motionless
	 
	mislaid
	 
	cower



	 
	 
	indignant
	 
	sensation
	 
	hamper
	 










	1.
	To make an action more difficult than it should be is to                           it.



	2.
	When you tell someone the truth about something that you have done, you have                           to them.



	3.
	When you don’t move an inch, you are                          .



	4.
	Another word for a feeling or an emotion is a                          .



	5.
	If you have forgetton where something was placed, it is also said to be                          .



	6.
	To crouch down or to shrink back is also to                          .
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Chapter Four
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	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Somebody stole Keith’s motorcycle.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Ralph broke a few bones during his fall.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Keith and his parents were getting ready for dinner.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	The maid came to turn down the bed for Keith.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Because of their love of motorcycles, Ralph and Keith could communicate with each other.


















	2.
	Which word best describes:



	 
	a)
	how Keith felt when he couldn’t find his motorcycle?
	 
	b)
	how Ralph and Keith felt when the maid left?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	happy
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	revived



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	hasty
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	refreshed



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	upset
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	relieved



	 
	c)
	how Ralph felt when he saw Keith’s hand in the wastebasket?
	 
	d)
	how Ralph felt when he told Keith he couldn’t start the motorcycle?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	scared
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	proud



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	excited
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	ashamed



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	overjoyed
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	nervous












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Four

[image: ]







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	If you were Keith, would you have reacted the same way when he found Ralph?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why do you think Keith didn’t want to touch Ralph?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	How would you have gotten Ralph out of the wastebasket?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why do you think Keith was not as lucky as Ralph?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why do you think Keith was not as lucky as Ralph?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]

	Keith and Ralph are talking to each other. How do you communicate with your pet or other people’s animals? Have you ever known or guessed your pet’s wants or needs and been right about it? Have you ever experienced this with your human friends?














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Five







	1.
	Ralph and Keith have met and a friendship is developing between them. With the chapter title, Adventure in the Night, what do you think will happen next?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 





[image: ]

Match each vocabulary word with its definition.










	 1 
	mount
	 
	 A 
	to be filled with strong and delightful emotions



	 2 
	beckon
	 
	 B 
	to make something untidy, such as hair or bedclothes



	 3 
	exhilarated
	 
	 C 
	to get up on to something



	 4 
	threshold
	 
	 D 
	to not want to do something that you must do anyway



	 5 
	tousle
	 
	 E 
	to make a gesture in recognition of an invitation



	 6 
	reluctant
	 
	 F 
	the plank or stone at the bottom of a doorway



	 7 
	pain
	 
	 G 
	to excite



	 8 
	arouse
	 
	 H 
	an unpleasant sensation














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Five

[image: ]










	1.
	Do you AGREE or DISAGREE with each statement? Circle your answers and be ready to explain your opinions.



	 
	a)
	Keith should not have lent his motorcycle to Ralph.
	Agree
	Disagree



	 
	b)
	Ralph should not have asked for the motorcycle.
	Agree
	Disagree



	 
	c)
	Ralph’s mom should not worry so much.
	Agree
	Disagree



	 
	d)
	Dogs should not be allowed in motels.
	Agree
	Disagree



	 
	e)
	Ralph should have given Aunt Sissy a ride.
	Agree
	Disagree












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  5  in the order they occurred in the chapter.



	 
	 

	 a)
	Ralph’s mother was convinced she saw a mouse in the hotel.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Ralph had a terrible accident with Keith’s motorcycle. He landed in the metal wastebasket.



	 
	 

	 c)
	Keith and his family were staying at the Mountain View Inn during the July Fourth holiday weekend.



	 
	 

	 d)
	The boys were becoming friends and they were sharing their most prize possession.



	 
	 

	 e)
	The terrier in room 211 wanted to get his hands on Ralph.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Five

[image: ]







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	Do you agree with the deal Keith and Ralph made about when Ralph could ride the motorcycle? Why or why not?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	The Terrier in room 211 also heard Ralph. Do you believe animals can communicate with each other? Why do you believe this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What might have happened if Ralph had not received the signs that morning had arrived?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why do you think Matt, the bellboy, doesn’t get upset about the mice in the hotel?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What would happen if Ralph fell out of Keith’s pajama sleeve?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]

	Keith’s mom is positive she saw a mouse riding the red motorcycle. Keith tells her that she’s dreaming. Have you ever had a dream that when you woke up you weren’t sure if it was a dream or not? Write about it. Was it a funny dream? Was it a scary dream? What made it feel so real?














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Six








	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	Mrs. Gridley was not dreaming. She did indeed see a mouse riding the red motorcycle. What do you predict will happen next? Will she hurt Ralph? Will she want to adopt him?



	 
	 



	 
	 






[image: ]

Write each list word beside the group of words that it is similar to.









	nuisance
	boasting
	crazy
	chasten



	anxious
	generous
	plea
	timid












	1.
	cowardly, bashful, shy and
	 



	2.
	abundant, ample, plentiful and
	 



	3.
	annoyance, trouble, pest, and
	 



	4.
	worried, eager, apprehensive and
	 



	5.
	punish, correct, restrain and
	 



	6.
	bragging, bravado, vaunting and
	 



	7.
	insane, demented, delirious and
	 



	8.
	defence, justification, excuse and
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	[image: ]
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	1.
	Put a check mark next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	What is Ralph’s regular diet made up of?
	 
	b)
	Where is Ralph’s mousehole?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	zwieback, graham crackers, bits of candy, peanut and apple cores
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	It’s underneath the ashtray in the hallway.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	zwieback, chocolate chip cookies, candy and chips
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	It’s in the knothole in the hallway.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	graham crackers, bits of candy, popcorn and candy
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	It’s in the knothole under the window.



	 
	c)
	How is Ralph’s home furnished?
	 
	d)
	Where were Uncle Leroy’s bones found?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	with bits of Kleenex, hair and feathers
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	in an owl pellet



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	with bits of Kleenex, feathers and bits of paper
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	in a bird’s nest



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	with bits of Kleenex, hair and ravelings
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	in a mousetrap filled with poison



	 
	e)
	Who did Ralph and his family have to worry about now?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Keith’s parents
	 
	 
	 
	 



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Matt and Margery
	 
	 
	 
	 



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	the maids and the vacuum cleaner













	2.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Keith told Ralph he would bring him some food.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Ralph wanted a peanut butter and cheese sandwich.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Ralph’s mom was happy that Ralph has Keith for a friend.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Ralph and the motorcycle are hiding under the dresser.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Six
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	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	If you were Ralph, what would you have asked Keith to bring to you?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What might have happened if the maids saw Ralph in room 215?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	If you were one of the maids, what plan would you have to capture the mice?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why did Ralph go back to see the motorcycle during the day?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why do you think Margery called her boss “the old grouch”?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]

	Chapter Six is entitled A Peanut Butter Sandwich. Mice are crazy about peanut butter. Write about your favorite meal. How do you make it? Who usually makes it for you? How crazy are you about your favorite meal?














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Seven








	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	From the title of Chapter Seven, The Vacuum Cleaner, it seems that Ralph will have a “run in” with the vacuum cleaner. What other ordinary household items could be a health hazard to a mouse? Explain how and why they would be so dangerous.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Imagine that you are Ralph the mouse and you are trapped and cornered by a vacuum cleaner. How could you escape getting caught by the vacuum cleaner?



	 
	 



	 
	 












	[image: ]
	









	abruptly
	housekeeper
	oblivious
	reckless
	shudder



	devour
	linen
	plodded
	scared
	vacuum















	   Across    

	[image: ]



	1. One who cleans hotel rooms and public areas



	5. Walked heavily or slowly



	8. To shiver from fear



	9. A machine that picks up dirt



	10. Material used for bedsheets



	   Down    




	2. Not aware of what is happening



	3. Frightened



	4. Not being careful



	6. To eat in a greedy way



	7. Suddenly or in a rude manner












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Seven

[image: ]













	1.
	Put a check mark next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	What was the maid doing when the vacuum cleaner had trapped Ralph and the motorcycle?
	 
	b)
	What promise was Ralph thinking of breaking?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	She was eating a snack.
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	The promise he made to his mother to be careful.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	She was smiling at herself in the mirror and fixing her hair.
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	The promise he made to his siblings that he’d bring food.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	She was arranging the bedclothes on the bed.
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	The promise he made to Keith not to drive the motorcycle during the day.



	 
	c)
	Where did Ralph land as he left with the motorcycle?
	 
	d)
	Who knew that Ralph was trapped in between the sheets?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	In a pile of dust mice.
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Keith.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	In a pile of linen.
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	The maid and the bellboy.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	In a bunch of white clouds.
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	The dog from room 211.













	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  5  in the order they occurred in the chapter.



	 
	 

	 a)
	Ralph and the motorcycle ended up in the laundry hamper.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Ralph was under the bed watching the hungry machine devour dust and lint.



	 
	 

	 c)
	Ralph struggled with the vacuum cleaner and its attachment.



	 
	 

	 d)
	Ralph chewed his way out of the linen.



	 
	 

	 e)
	The dog from room 211 knew Ralph was a prisoner.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Seven
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	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	Do you think the maid was a conscientious worker? Why or why not?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	If you were the maid, what song would you sing?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	If the maid had seen Ralph and the motorcycle stuck on the vacuum cleaner attachment, how do you think she would have reacted?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	How do you think the hotel management will react when they find the chewed up linen?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What other way can you think of that Ralph could have gotten himself out of this mess?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]

	Ralph knew of the possible dangers with the vacuum cleaner. Using the other items you have predicted might be dangerous for mice, write up a sign to forewarn mice on items of possible danger. List the items, tell why each one is dangerous, and explain how a mouse could get away from each item.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eight and Nine


Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	In the chapter entitled, A Family Reunion many family members will be getting together. Which family members do you think will be there? What might they celebrate?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Do you believe Ralph will find his motorcycle, or is it lost for life in the hotel laundry hamper? How will he get it back?



	 
	 



	 
	 






[image: ]

Complete each sentence with a word from the list.









	 
	foolhardy
	thistledown
	anchored



	 
	allowance
	fascinated
	envy










	1.
	By going out to see the motorcycle, Ralph took fearless and unnecessary risks. He was  .



	2.
	To be hypnotized and under a spell of something is to be  .



	3.
	The money that Keith got weekly for doing his chores is called an  .



	4.
	Being held down tight can also be called  .



	5.
	To want what another person has is to be filled with  .



	6.
	The feathery down found around a thistle or dandelion is called  .












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eight and Nine

[image: ]











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Room service was really the maid putting food through the knothole.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Ralph’s family had a reunion.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Keith made a helmet for Ralph out of odds and ends.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Uncle Lester also died like Uncle Leroy.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Ralph was a quiet and nonrisk-taking mouse.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Management’s new mandate was war on mice.


















	2.
	Which answer best describes:



	 
	a)
	how Ralph felt when Keith wanted to ask about the bike?
	 
	b)
	how Ralph felt when his family talked to him?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	saddened
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	ashamed



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	flattered
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	giggling



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	humiliated
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	bored



	 
	c)
	how Aunt Dorothy felt when Ralph told her about the bike?
	 
	d)
	how Ralph’s mom felt when he lost the war on mice?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	relieved
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	aggravated



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	worried
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	anxious



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	shaken
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	agitated












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eight and Nine
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	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	Look at how much Ralph and Keith have in common. Do you think that you would fit in with them or not? Explain your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Do you agree with the way Keith got over his anger with Ralph and the fact that Ralph lost his motorcycle? Explain.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Do you believe the mice have a good strategy against the war on mice?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	In what ways could the family show their gratitude to Keith for bringing in food for them?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Do you believe Keith was bringing food up to the mice only to get a tip? What were his real reasons?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]

	Ralph’s mother is concerned that if they’re to continue to accept room service, the mice must find a way to tip Keith. Why is it important to show our gratitude when someone does something for us? List and describe some ways to show this appreciation when giving money isn’t an option.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Ten and Eleven







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	At the end of Chapter Nine, Ralph Takes Command, there is the sense that action is just around the corner. What do you predict will happen in the next chapter, An Anxious Night?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 




[image: ]

Write each list word beside the group of words that it is similar to.










	grateful
	errand
	sparing
	scheme
	moist












	brave
	exasperate
	ebb
	enthusiasm










	1)
	plan, design, plot and ____________________



	2)
	zeal, passion, devotion and ____________________



	3)
	irritate, anger, provoke and ____________________



	4)
	mission, charge, duty and ____________________



	5)
	thankful, appreciative and ____________________



	6)
	chary, frugal, stingy and ____________________



	7)
	damp, humid, wet and ____________________



	8)
	recede, sink, decrease and ____________________



	9)
	courageous, bold, valiant and ____________________












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Ten and Eleven

[image: ]











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Keith was really sick because he had a fever.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	With Keith in bed, the mice were forced to go down to the dining room themselves.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Keith’s father found an aspirin in the lobby of the hotel.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	The closest drugstore was twenty-five miles away.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Ralph was on an errand of mercy.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	The Motel clerk was busy with many customers.














	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in the chapters.



	 
	 

	 a)
	Mr. Gridley found the night clerk asleep on the couch in the lobby.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Ralph searched the whole hotel for an aspirin that might have rolled under a dresser.



	 
	 

	 c)
	Keith poked the peanuts through the knothole, one by one.



	 
	 

	 d)
	Keith didn’t feel well so he went to bed.



	 
	 

	 e)
	Ralph was captured by two teachers.



	 
	 

	 f)
	Keith ate a bowl of soup and brought crackers to the knothole.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Ten and Eleven
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	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	What would have been a better way for the teachers to get rid of Ralph?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Based on what you know, what dangers would Ralph be exposed to now?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What would have been a safer option for Ralph to get an aspirin rather than going all over the hotel?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why do you think the two teachers really didn’t keep Ralph?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why do you think Ralph would not want to be brought back to a cage in a kindergarten class?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]

	Ralph didn’t want to become a classroom pet. Have you ever been in a classroom where there was a pet? What animal was it? Who fed the animal? Who took care of the animal during long school breaks? If you have never experienced a classroom pet, what animal would you like to see in your class? What about children who have allergies?














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twelve and Thirteen


Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	What do you think will happen to Ralph next? Do you think he will get back inside the hotel? Do you think he will encounter more problems outside the hotel?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Do you think Keith’s health will get worse?



	 
	 



	 
	 







[image: ]

Using a dictionary, find the meaning of each of the following words. In the boxes, write each word’s part of speech (noun, verb, adjective, etc.) You may illustrate your definitions if you wish.










	 1 
	downtown
	 
	 
	 



	 2 
	tail light
	 
	 
	 



	 3 
	memorize
	 
	 
	 



	 4 
	drizzle
	 
	 
	 



	 5 
	realize
	 
	 
	 














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twelve and Thirteen

[image: ]













	1.
	Put a check mark next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	How long was Ralph’s outside adventure?
	 
	b)
	Where did Ralph find the pill?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Long enough to keep Ralph outside for the whole night.
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	On the sill.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Long enough for Ralph to be traumatized by the owl.
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Under the dresser.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Long enough for Ralph to go down the vine to an opened window.
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Under the bed.



	 
	a)
	How did Ralph carry the aspirin?
	 
	b)
	Who brought back Keith’s ambulance and motorcycle?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	He pushed it, rolled it and brought it in the ambulance.
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Keith’s parents.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	He pushed it, pulled it and took it in a small car.
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Margery the maid.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	He pushed it, rolled it and carried it between his teeth.
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Matt the bellboy.










	2.
	Match each question to its correct answer.













	 1 
	composition
	 
	What is a loud, confusing and deafening noise?
	 A 



	 2 
	hero
	 
	What is the act of creating literature or a writing piece?
	 B 



	 3 
	tendril
	 
	What is the ability to form, create, see or hear what others don’t?
	 C 



	 4 
	imagination
	 
	What is one who does a deed of courage?
	 D 



	 5 
	din
	 
	What is a leafless vine?
	 E 












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twelve and Thirteen
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	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	Ralph found an aspirin, but Keith didn’t take it right away. He wanted his mom to check it first to make sure it was an aspirin. What would you have done if you were Keith in this situation?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What would have been another way to bring the aspirin upstairs to Keith?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	If you were Ralph, would you have chosen to stay at the Mountain View Inn or would you have chosen to go to Ohio with Keith? Explain your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	How do you predict Keith’s teacher will react by reading Keith’s composition about his summer vacation?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	If you were the author, how would you continue the story between Keith and Ralph?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Ralph was very proud and happy about having to keep the motorcycle. Like Ralph, have you ever wanted something so much? What was it? Did you finally get it? Do you still have it?














	
	[image: ]




Chapters One and Two

The Mouse and the Motorcycle takes place during the Fourth of July weekend. This is a very exciting holiday! It is a time for good food, family, fireworks and many fun surprises.

Think of a holiday or special event that is important to celebrate. Then, create an invitation for a party that you could have.


Think about:

• What is the celebration for?

• When will the celebration take place?

• Where will the celebration be held?

• Who will be there?



To entice people to come to your party, it’s a good idea to include lots of important details and a few hints about surprises that your guests may find at your party.

 







	 
	[image: ]




Chapters Three and Four

Ralph is happy when he sees young children in the hotel because when they eat they usually leave lots of crumbs and leftovers.


Design a daily menu for the family of mice. Your menu should be made up of crumbs and leftovers that the mice would never expect to see. Remember to write about how you will serve your special meals to the mice. Will you add any special touches?











	[image: ]
	 




Chapters Five and Six

Imagine that you recently purchased the Mountain View Inn.

You realize that it needs a lot of work. The first room you decide to renovate is room 215. When you begin the work you discover a knothole underneath the window. You suspect that mice must live inside the walls! You decide to have someone remove the old wall, clean the space in between, and then put in brand new drywall. What a sight it was when the drywall came down! You could have never imagined that there would be so much stuff in that cramped little space. Describe what you saw.


Think about:

• What items did you find?

• What ordinary household objects did the mice transform or modify for their own use?



 







	[image: ]
	 




Chapters Seven and Eight

Keith goes to the knothole to tell Ralph’s family to quiet down. He says, “I don’t know why people say things are as quiet as mice. You sound like a pretty noisy bunch to me.”

Keith uses the idiom, “quiet as a mouse”. An idiom is an expression comparing some type of human action to animals. Busy as a bee, clever as a fox, and stubborn as a mule are just a few other examples of idioms.


Brainstorm a few actions and a few animals, and put them together to create new idioms. Illustrate each of your idioms. Then, share them with a friend. Ask him or her to look at your pictures and try to match each picture to its idiom.











	
	[image: ]




Chapters Nine and Ten

Keith is coming down with something because he is not feeling well, nor is he eating. He has a fever, too. Being healthy is very important so that we can live good and long lives.

Think of an illness that you have heard about but one that you are not an expert on. Read about it in an encyclopedia or on the Internet. Write down your findings in a mini-research project.


Think about:

• What kind of illness is it?

• What are the symptoms?

• Who can get it?

• How can one prevent it?

• Once you get it, how can you get rid of it?

• What medications are used to treat it?

• Can you get this illness more than once?



Report back to your classmates your new findings on this illness.

 







	 
	[image: ]




Chapters Eleven to Thirteen

At the end of the novel Keith and Ralph part ways. Ralph is still living at Mountain View Inn while Keith has gone back home to Ohio. Imagine that many years have gone by, and every Fourth of July the boys remember each other and their adventure – the motorcycle, Keith’s parents, the dog in room 211, the chewed up linen and much more.


Now, Ralph decides to write Keith a letter telling him about the changes that have happened in his life. Keith writes back. Pretend that you are either character and write your letter to reconnect with your old friend. Be sure to include lots of interesting details about your life now because it has been many years without any news!











	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Word Search

Find all of the words in the Word Search. Words may be horizontal, vertical or even diagonal. A few may even be backwards. Look carefully!










	Abandon
	Crumb
	Hotel
	Precious



	Allowance
	Desert
	Incinerator
	Teacher



	Ancestor
	Errand
	Linen
	Timid



	Aspirin
	Exasperate
	Motorcycle
	Vacancy



	Bellboy
	Exhilarated
	Mount
	Vacation



	Brave
	Generous
	Nuisance
	Vacuum



	Crazy
	Hamper
	Pain
	Venturing
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Comprehension Quiz








	Answer the questions in complete sentences.
	[image: ]



	1.
	Who was the mystery person watching the Gridley family in room 215? From where was he watching?
	 



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	2.
	Why did the mouse like it when families had two to three children with them? Did he like medium-size boys?
	 



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	3.
	Being in the wastebasket brought back memories to Ralph. What happened to his Uncle Victor? Did the same fate happen to Ralph?
	 



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	4.
	How did Keith react when his motorcycle was nowhere in sight? Who had it?
	 



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	5.
	Who are the dust mice? Are they related to Ralph?
	 



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	6.
	What is Ralph’s favorite food? Who was Ralph’s room service?
	 



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:      /13
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Comprehension Quiz








	7.
	What was Ralph’s mom so afraid of? Why was she so afraid all the time?
	 



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	8.
	Who had the family reunion? What food was served during the reunion?
	 



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	9.
	Why wasn’t Keith really mad at Ralph? Where was the motorcycle now?
	 



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	10.
	Why did Keith need an aspirin? Why couldn’t the night clerk give him one?
	 



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	11.
	How did Ralph know where to get an aspirin? How did he bring it to Keith?
	 



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	12.
	Why was Ralph such a hero? How did Keith thank him?
	 



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:      /16












	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1) hotel

2) highway

3) vacancy

4) guests

5) critical


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  B

b) [image: ]  C

c) [image: ]  B

d) [image: ]  C

   2.   

a)    F 

b)    T 

c)    F 

d)    F 

e)    T 

f)    F 


	
   1.   

Plains, deserts and mountains

   2.   

Answers will vary

   3.   

He had his own room rather than a cot in the corner of his parents’ room

   4.   

Answers will vary

   5.   

Answers will vary


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1) occupy

2) little

3) despair

4) valuable

5) sobbing

6) terrify

7) worry

8) every

9) alone

10) jumbled

11) still

12) reckless


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    F 

c)    T 

d)    T 

e)    T 

f)    F 

   2.   

 A   4 

 B   5 

 C   3 

 D   6 

 E   2 

 F   1 


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Children left crumbs when they ate, along with empty wrappers

   2.   

Ring of the telephone

   3.   

Answers will vary

   4.   

Answers will vary

   5.   

The idea of moving, the size of the motorcycle (he could fit on it); Answers will vary
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1) remorseful

2) venturing

3) incinerator

4) drip-dry

5) prison

6) nearsighted

7) stomach

8) bruised


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  B

b) [image: ]  C

c) [image: ]  C

d) [image: ]  A

   2.   

a) whirly

b) break

c) examine

d) shriek

e) predicament


	
   1.   

Possible answers: ashamed, feeling like a failure

   2.   

Possible answers: strong, stubborn, knows what he wants

   3.   

Answers will vary

   4.   

Answers will vary

   5.   

Answers will vary


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. hamper

2. confessed

3. motionless

4. sensation

5. mislaid

6. cower


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    F 

c)    T 

d)    T 

e)    T 

   2.   

a) [image: ]  C

b) [image: ]  C

c) [image: ]  A

d) [image: ]  B


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Possible answers: Didn’t want to hurt Ralph, either physically or emotionally, didn’t want to hurt Ralph’s pride

   3.   

Answers will vary

   4.   

Keith loved his motorcycle but he could not ride it like Ralph could

   5.   

Answers will vary
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   1.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

 1   C 

 2   E 

 3   A 

 4   F 

 5   B 

 6   D 

 7   H 

 8   G 


	
   1.   

Answers will vary; Students should be able to justify their choices

   2.   

 A   5 

 B   2 

 C   1 

 D   3 

 E   4 


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

   3.   

Possible answers: Might have been caught by the maids or by Keith’s parents

   4.   

Possible answers: Matt wasn’t afraid of mice; had seen Ralph before and wanted to help Ralph get away from the maids

   5.   

Answers will vary


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1) timid

2) generous

3) nuisance

4) anxious

5) chasten

6) boasting

7) crazy

8) plea


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  A

b) [image: ]  C

c) [image: ]  C

d) [image: ]  A

e) [image: ]  C

   2.   

a)    T 

b)    F 

c)    F 

d)    F 


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

   3.   

Answers will vary

   4.   

Ralph felt the temptation and couldn’t resist going to see it.

   5.   

Margery’s boss was never happy or satisfied with anyone’s work.
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

Across:

1. housekeeper

5. plodded

8. shudder

9. vacuum

10. linen

Down:

2. oblivious

3. scared

4. reckless

6. devour

7. abruptly


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  B

b) [image: ]  C

c) [image: ]  B

d) [image: ]  C

   2.   

 A   3 

 B   1 

 C   2 

 D   5 

 E   4 


	
   1.   

Conscientious – Ralph knew he had nowhere he could hide from her

   2.   

Answers will vary

   3.   

Answers will vary

   4.   

Answers will vary

   5.   

Accept any reasonable answer


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1) foolhardy

2) fascinated

3) allowance

4) anchored

5) envy

6) thistledown


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    T 

c)    T 

d)    F 

e)    F 

f)    T 

   2.   

a) [image: ]  B

b) [image: ]  A

c) [image: ]  A

d) [image: ]  C


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

   3.   

Yes – they also stick together; they collect as much food as they can to avoid leaving the mouse hole often

   4.   

Answers will vary

   5.   

No - he wanted to feed his friend
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   1.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1) scheme

2) enthusiasm

3) exasperate

4) errand

5) grateful

6) sparing

7) moist

8) ebb

9) brave


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    F 

c)    F 

d)    T 

e)    T 

f)    F 

   2.   

 A   4 

 B   5 

 C   1 

 D   3 

 E   6 

 F   2 


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

   3.   

Answers will vary

   4.   

Answers will vary

   5.   

Answers will vary


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

Meanings will vary

1. (n.)

2. (adj.)

3. (n.)

4. (adj.)

5. (n. or v.) Accept either answer

6. (n.)


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  C

b) [image: ]  B

c) [image: ]  A

d) [image: ]  C

   2.   

1. B

2. D

3. E

4. C

5. A


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Could have asked Matt the Bellboy to help; could have pushed or pulled it in a bottle cap; could have carried it on his back (wrapped up in tissue paper); other creative answers are acceptable

   3.   

Answers will vary

   4.   

Answers will vary

   5.   

Answers will vary
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Word Search Answers


[image: ]




	
   1.   

Ralph; He was watching from his knothole

   2.   

Extra food (crumbs) for the mice; Yes – they would leave sticky candy bar wrappers or peanut bags on the night table

   3.   

Uncle Victor also fell in a metal wastebasket, and the maid threw out the contents; No – Ralph wasn’t thrown out

   4.   

Upset, he knew that he had left it on the table, and he searched for it everywhere; In the wastebasket with Ralph

   5.   

Dust and lint clusters found on the floor; No, they are not real mice

   6.   

Peanut butter sandwich; Keith plays the role of room service


	
   7.   

Vacuum cleaners, maids and people; Had lost many family members and was aware of all the possible dangers her family might encounter

   8.   

Ralph’s family had the family reunion in the knothole; a blueberry muffin and a chocolate chip cookie

   9.   

Keith understood how Ralph was and because they were both the same, Keith couldn’t stay mad at Ralph; In the laundry hamper

   10.   

To lower his fever; he didn’t have any aspirin

   11.   

Knew that people often dropped aspirin and other objects which sometimes rolled under the dressers or bed; Pushed, rolled and brought the aspirin in an ambulance

   12.   

He put his own life in danger to get the aspirin; Keith offered to bring Ralph back with him to Ohio and gave Ralph his red motorcycle
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