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Assessment Rubric
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Matilda









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of the Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel.

	Demonstrates a basic understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a good understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	Content
• information and details relevant to focus

	Elements incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements complete; details missing

	All required elements completed; key details contain some description

	All required elements completed; enough description for clarity




	Style
• effective word choice and originality
• precise language

	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language.




	Conventions
• spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our study guide is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. The guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his/her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities, etc. which match the student’s abilities.

The study guide generally divides the novel by Chapters and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include self-acceptance, individuality, perseverance, dealing with difficult people and family relations. Matilda provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion because of its vivid portrayal of the central character, Matilda, and her relationships with her family and her teacher, Miss Honey. The novel’s antagonist, the headmistress of Matilda’s school, Miss Trunchbull, is also vividly portrayed.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of our resource. For each chapter or group of chapters there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

Our resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher



	[image: ]
	 
	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with our Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in our Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of Matilda. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	DESCRIBING WHEEL
Using a Describing Wheel, students are given the opportunity to expand their thinking and knowledge of a particular topic addressed in this novel. They are asked to select one topic of interest and place it in the inner wheel of the diagram (i.e. parrots, newts). Following this they are asked to consider describing words about the topic, which they are to enter between the spokes. Found on Page 53.











	SEQUENCE CHART
The plot of Matilda is filled with memorable events – so much so that it is a tall order to isolate the “main events” of the novel, as this assignment expects. In assigning the Sequence Chart activity, it might be helpful for the teacher to remind the students that each event selected should be a key component in moving the plot toward the climax of the novel (the scene where Matilda “vanquishes” Trunchbull). Found on Page 54.
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	COMPARE AND CONTRAST MATRIX
Matilda features an array of fascinating characters, from the quiet, sacrificing Miss Honey, to the rude and horrible Miss Trunchbull. For this activity the students are to choose any two characters from the novel. They are to enter the names of the two characters at the top of the framework. They are then to choose three attributes (either physical features or personality traits) to record under each character’s name. Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analysing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest, creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

Matilda is a novel that may be approached in several ways. Most obvious is as a traditional, whole-class read-aloud in which the teacher reads the book out loud to the entire class, stopping after one or more chapters for the students to answer the chapter questions. As they complete the questions, students reread the chapter(s) on their own. Depending on the interests and needs of your students, you may choose to apply some shared or modeled reading, focusing discussion on the author’s skills, choices made in writing, and the elements of the narrative. The BEFORE YOU READ and AFTER YOU READ activities in our Literature Kit™ provide a basis for such discussions.

To facilitate small group and independent study learning, these activities have been divided into chapter groupings to allow students to work on manageable sections of the novel, and not feel overwhelmed by the activities. Teachers may also choose to use only a selection of the activities in this resource for small group or independent study, assigning tasks that match students’ specific needs, and allowing students to work at their own speed. The components of this resource make it flexible and easy to adapt as not all of the activities need to be completed.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections. Journaling prompts have been included at the end of each chapter section to facilitate students’ thinking and writing.
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Summary of the Story

MATILDA is the charming story of a very unusual little girl, Matilda, who despite having two very horrible parents, learns how to read by the age of three.

There are many other things about Matilda that are very special. She can solve arithmetic problems very quickly in her head, and she can move things about with the power of thought. Despite all of this she is a most pleasant little girl who is well liked by her classmates and by her wonderful teacher, Miss Honey.

The headmistress of the school, Miss Trunchbull, however, is a simply horrid person. She bullies and abuses not only the students of the school, but teachers like Miss Honey as well. When Matilda is invited to Miss Honey’s cottage for tea one day, Matilda discovers that Miss Honey is actually Trunchbull’s niece, and that the headmistress has cheated Miss Honey out of her inheritance.

Matilda sets her mind to work, and in the climactic scene of the novel makes it appear that ghosts from Trunchbull’s past have appeared to call her to account for her past crimes. In the end Miss Honey recovers her inheritance and adopts Matilda – whose parents are fleeing for their lives to Spain, and are only too glad to be rid of their precocious daughter.



Suggestions for Further Reading

OTHER BOOKS BY ROALD DAHL
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	James and the Giant Peach © 1996
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	Danny the Champion of the World © 1975



	Charlie and the Chocolate Factory © 2002



	The BFG © 1982



	Fantastic Mr. Fox © 1970



	Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator © 2005



	Dirty Beasts © 2002



	The Twits © 1980





OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler © 1967
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	Harriet the Spy © 1964
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	Anne of Green Gables © 1988



	The Phantom Tollbooth © 1961



	Surviving Brick Johnson © 2000



	Missing May © 1992



	A Wrinkle in Time © 2007



	Number the Stars © 1998



	Island of the Blue Dolphins © 1971



	Bridge to Terabithia © 1972
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Vocabulary


CHAPTERS 1–2

• adore • delve • devour • interfere • absorbed • compassionate • formidable • compartment • tolerate • fascinating • disgusting • qualities • revolting • lyrical • chrysalis • glacial • emerge • hanker • bunion • instinct




CHAPTERS 3–4

• rakish • suspicion • performance • devise • distinctly • satisfactory • chasten • episode • irritable • comparative • intensify • infuriate • monk • permanent • sensible • investigate • brandish • wedging • imitation • marvelous


CHAPTERS 5–6

• appalling • splendid • corridor • exceedingly • devour • incapable • disinfect • diluted • lavatory • devise • flogging • asinine • obliged • beastly • appalling • peroxide • chemical • horrendous • masculine • fascination



CHAPTERS 7–8

• epicure • random • aura • menace • encase • sensible • solemn • liquidize • prodigy • facility • tissue • bewilderment • tyrannical • tangible • eccentricities • porcelain • spectacles • hesitation • brogues


CHAPTERS 9–10

• precisely • frail • intrigue • casual • exceptional • pivot • tottered • ridiculous • presumed • nitwit • reassemble • inconvenient • briskly • rapturously • delinquent • tuition • complicated • simpering • extent • regale



CHAPTERS 11–12

• obvious • wary • apprehension • highwayman • shriveled • crafty • peculiar • perseveres • exploit • formidable • outrageous • denizen • brigand • unpredictable • bemused • arsenic • replete • comatose • swot • amphibian


CHAPTERS 13–14

• peeved • tresses • diabolical • insolence • repulsive • malicious • nauseating • sarcasm • extended • bane • extraordinary • plummeted • massaging • hypnotised • pantomime • riveted • infernal • indelible • moron • prefect



CHAPTERS 15–16

• sympathetic • confide • exalt • vivid • transfigure • animated • proceedings • phenomenon • gigantic • astounding • riffling • seraphic • tread • conceit • nettles • tabloid • hearthstone • profound • remote • paraffin


CHAPTERS 17–18

• rigid • sensible • cowed • forgery • petrified • extraordinary • exception • rouse • atmosphere • awkwardness • vibrate • tragedy • guardian • demon • dominate • extent • authorities • heroine • clarity • influence



CHAPTERS 19–21

• confident • dependent • elevated • essential • colossal • elated • ethereal • apprehensive • venture • vital • impertinent • enquire • frustration • solicitors • concentrate • obvious • encounter • triumphant • exceptionally • reassembled
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Roald Dahl (1916-1990)
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Roald Dahl is regarded as one of the finest children’s authors in the English language.

Many of his novels, such as Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Danny the Champion of the World and James and the Giant Peach are now classics of this genre.

Shortly before his death the top five selling children’s books in Great Britain were all authored by Dahl. Matilda is one of his most original and finest creations – one of the few Dahl stories which feature a female protagonist.

Roald Dahl was born in Llandaff, Wales, in 1916 to Norwegian immigrants. When his father died Roald was only four years old, yet despite this tragic event, Roald claimed his childhood to be happy and eventful. Roald was not a particularly good student, but he was a very good athlete. When World War II broke out he joined the Royal Air Force and was badly injured when he crashed his fighter plane during a dangerous mission.

Dahl married the actress Patricia Neal in 1953. Together they had five children but were divorced after thirty years of marriage. He began his writing career as a short story writer, and didn’t write his first children’s novel until 1961 – James and Giant Peach. This was followed by several bestsellers, including Matilda (1988) – one of his last books.

Roald Dahl passed away in 1990 at the age of 74. In Great Britain, the anniversary of Dahl’s birthday on 13 September has recently become widely celebrated as Roald Dahl Day.
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•   Roald served as a fighter pilot in the Royal Air Force during World War II.

•   Roald was good friends with President Franklin Roosevelt and his wife Eleanor.

•   The Gremlins (1943) was his first children’s book and was published Walt Disney - The Gremlins.
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Chapters One to Two

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Have you ever felt “picked on” by an adult (i.e. a parent or teacher)? How would this make you feel?

 

 

2.  What is the best book you have ever read? Why was it your favorite?
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word(s).












	compartment
	fascinating
	devour
	tolerate



	delve
	formidable
	interfere
	compassionate



	adore
	absorbed











	 

	  1.
	I know she will just love her new little kitten.



	 

	  2.
	I might even probe deeper into the subject and get back to you.



	 

	  3.
	My uncle is sure to consume that pumpkin pie all by himself.



	 

	  4.
	It seems our next door neighbor feels she has to butt in every chance she gets.



	 

	  5.
	Matilda was completely intent with the reading of her book.



	  

	  6.
	The old man was a most sympathetic listener.



	  

	  7.
	The list of books the librarian gave to Matilda was quite difficult.



	 

	  8.
	Each piece of jewelry was in a separate section of the vault.



	 

	  9.
	I don’t know how you can stand living with that brother of yours.



	 

	  10.
	There was something about the little prince that was simply magnetic.
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Chapters One to Two
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	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	1.
	Matilda’s brother was named:
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	A
	Peter



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Michael



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Jack



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Roald



	2.
	Matilda was:
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	A
	plain and tall



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	shy and backward
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	C
	sensitive and brilliant
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	D
	not as smart as her brother



	3.
	What was the name of the first novel that Matilda read?
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	A
	The House at Pooh Corner
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	B
	Great Expectations



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
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	D
	The Secret Garden



	4.
	What color was Matilda’s mother’s hair?
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	A
	sea blue



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	scarlet red



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	raven black



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	platinum blonde



	5.
	What word best describes Matilda’s attitude toward her father’s dirty tricks?
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	A
	disgust



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	admiration



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	respect
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	D
	dismay
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Chapters One to Two
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Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.

1.  At the beginning of Chapter One, what is it that sometimes makes the author sick?

 

 

2.  Roald Dahl’s choice of names for his characters is often most fitting. Look up the word wormwood in the dictionary or Internet. How would you say this word is a fitting description of Matilda’s dad?

 

 

3.  How old was Matilda when she learned to read – and how did she learn to read?

 

 

4.  Investigate: Matilda’s dad says that the brilliant fellow who discovered penicillin cried “Eureka”. Not surprisingly, he is wrong. Sir Alexander Fleming discovered penicillin in 1929, and as far as we know he never uttered “Eureka” at the time. Another scientist, however, is famous for uttering this word. Who was it and under what circumstance did he make this utterance?

 

 

5.  Describe one of the tricks Matilda’s dad used to trick people into buying cars that were no good.
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	Imagine you are Matilda. With such awful parents she certainly did not have an easy life. Make an entry in your journal expressing the feelings that may have been going through Matilda’s mind at the end of these two chapters.
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Chapters Three to Four


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Have you ever been the victim of a practical joke (or perhaps someone you know)? Describe the joke and how it made you feel.

 

 

2.  What do you think would be great about having a parrot for a pet?
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.














	 1 
	rakish
	 
	discipline
	 A 



	 2 
	suspicion
	 
	wise
	 B 



	 3 
	sensible
	 
	average
	 C 



	 4 
	devise
	 
	design
	 D 



	 5 
	distinctly
	 
	cranky
	 E 



	 6 
	satisfactory
	 
	relative
	 F 



	 7 
	chasten
	 
	mistrust
	 G 



	 8 
	episode
	 
	incident
	 H 



	 9 
	irritable
	 
	dashing
	 I 



	10
	comparative
	 
	plainly
	 J 
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Chapters Three to Four
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1.    Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.










	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Mrs. Wormwood thought the reason the hat got stuck to her husband’s head was because he was trying to glue another feather into his hat.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Superglue once stuck Michael’s finger inside his nose.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Mr. Wormwood finally gets the hat off at the Emergency Ward.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	When the parrot started speaking from the living room, Matilda’s parents thought there were burglars in the house.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	The parrot’s name was Polly.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	The two things the parrot could say were, “Hullo” and “Rattle my bones”.








2.  Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.









	 
	 
	 a)
	Mr. Wormwood rips up Matilda’s library book.



	 
	 
	 b)
	The family all flee the house in terror.



	 
	 
	 c)
	Mr. Wormwood gets the hat stuck to his head.



	 
	 
	 d)
	Matilda tells Fred that she had a lovely time with the parrot.



	 
	 
	 e)
	Matilda borrows Fred’s parrot.



	 
	 
	 f)
	Matilda wedges the parrot and his cage up the chimney in the fireplace.
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Chapters Three to Four
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Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  Why did Matilda play the practical joke with superglue on her father?

 

 

2.  Describe how Mr. Wormwood finally got the hat off.

 

 

3.  Do you agree with the author that the incident probably didn’t teach Matilda’s dad a permanent lesson? Defend your answer.

 

 

4.  What do you think Napoleon meant by, “The only sensible thing to do when you are attacked is to counter-attack”?

 

 

5.  Why wasn’t the family able to find the parrot?

 

 

6.  Why do you think playing tricks on her parents made Matilda so happy?
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	Imagine that you are Mr. Wormwood. He has had a couple of very unpleasant experiences in these chapters, hasn’t he? Write a journal entry as you believe Mr. Wormwood would have described his misadventures. Be sure to try to sound like cranky old Mr. Wormwood when you write his thoughts.













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Five to Six


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Why do you think it is so difficult for a lot of people to be “shown up” by others?

 

 

2.  Why do you think many men and women dye their hair?
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.













	incapable
	flogging
	dilute
	splendid



	disinfect
	appalling
	exceedingly
	lavatory



	devour
	corridor










	1.
	You had better come up with a better excuse than your first one because it was really __________________.



	2.
	The diamond wedding ring was a __________________ piece of jewelry.



	3.
	Please put that newspaper in the __________________ outside the old man’s room.



	4.
	An investment in his business will make you __________________ rich in no time.



	5.
	I’m so hungry I am sure that I could _____________ three hamburgers all by myself.



	6.
	My auntie is __________________ of being so rude.



	7.
	Before you leave I would like you to __________________ your hands.



	8.
	It would probably be wise to __________________ the solution before drinking it.



	9.
	“If someone asks, I’ve gone to the __________________ for a few minutes,” he advised us.



	10.
	Mr. Wormwood makes his living by __________________ cars to unsuspecting buyers.
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Chapters Five to Six
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1.  Fill in each blank with the correct word from the novel.








	 
	a)
	The only thing that kept Matilda from going around the bend was by thinking up splendid ____________.



	 
	b)
	In the Chapter entitled “Arithmetic”, Matilda’s dad boasts that he sold ________ cars that day.



	 
	c)
	Matilda’s brother was ____________ years old.



	 
	d)
	Mr. Wormwood bragged that he practically had a ____________ inside his head.



	 
	e)
	Mr. Wormwood states that he is brainy because he has lots of ____________.







[image: ]

2.  Use the words in the box to answer each question.










	quietly
	grandmother
	silver
	figure
	brain












	 
	a)
	The only power that Matilda had over anyone in her family was ___________ power.
	 




	 
	b)
	Another of Mr. Wormwood’s tricks was never to ask for a big round ___________.
	 




	 
	c)
	Mr. Wormwood was incapable of entering a room ___________.
	 




	 
	d)
	Mr. Wormwood’s hair had turned a dirty ___________.
	 




	 
	e)
	Mrs. Wormwood cried, “You look like someone’s ___________ gone wrong.”
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Chapters Five to Six
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	Answer the questions in complete sentences.





1.  Why do you think Mr. Wormwood wore such gaudy-colored clothing?

 

 

2.  What did Mr. Wormwood accuse Matilda of when she got the right answer to his arithmetic question?

 

 

3.  Why do you think he was so upset?

 

 

4.  Why do you think Matilda read the following label with fascination: “Caution, this is peroxide. Keep away from children”?

 

 

 

5.  Why does Matilda bring up the point with her father that Shakespeare was bald?

 

 

6.  Describe the trick that Matilda played on her father in the chapter, “The Platinum-Blond Man”.
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	Mrs. Wormwood seems quite concerned about her husband at the end of these chapters. What might she write in her journal at the end of the day expressing her thoughts about the silly things her husband is doing? Write a journal entry expressing her concerns.
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Chapters Seven to Eight

1.  What would be difficult about being a lot smarter than everyone else in your class?
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	Word List



	steal
	epicure
	eagerly



	Lewis
	Matilda
	lied



	aura
	menace
	encase



	recite
	sewer
	sew



	west
	brute
	there



	sensible
	solemn
	liquidise



	sour
	bedroom
	book



	polite
	Nigel
	prodigy



	prof
	facility
	genius



	honey
	tissue
	 




   Across    

2.  Enthusiastically.

4.  The novel’s main character.

7.  To work with needle and thread.

8.  To enclose in a case.

9.  To repeat words from memory.

10. A direction.

12. Showing good sense.

15. A crude, mean person.

16. Miss Honey warned her students that Miss Trunchbull could do this to them like a carrot in a blender.

17. Not rude.

21. A child with great ability.

22. A super smart person.

23. Something built for a special function (i.e. a school or hospital)
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   Down    

1.  To take something that doesn’t belong to you.

2.  Someone who is dainty with his eating.

3.  Author C.S. ____.

4.  A danger.

5.  Fibbed.

6.  Atmosphere.

7.  An underground pipe for taking away waste.


	
11. Here, ___, and everywhere.

12. Serious.

13. Not sweet.

14. Where Matilda did much of her reading at home.

15. What Matilda liked to read.

18. A type of paper.

19. A boy in Matilda’s class.

20. Miss _____.

21. Short for “professor”.
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Chapters Seven to Eight
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1.  Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

When Matilda entered school for the first time she was [image: ]and a half years old. Her school was called [image: ] Hall Primary School and the head teacher was Miss [image: ].

Matilda’s teacher was very nice. Her name was Miss [image: ]. Miss Trunchbull, on the other hand, was a monster. She never walked, she [image: ]. One of the first things Matilda’s teacher did on her first day of school was to see how many students knew the [image: ] times table. Matilda always spoke quietly and politely without any sign of [image: ] off. Matilda’s teacher thought that her family must have taught her to multiply, but Matilda said they didn’t. The teacher thought that Matilda was a child- [image: ] and a prodigy. The teacher got Matilda to read a type of poem called a [image: ].

Matilda had discovered that her teacher’s first name was [image: ]. Matilda said that one of her favorite books was called “The [image: ], the [image: ], and the Wardrobe”. Matilda thought that all childrens’ books should have [image: ] bits in them.









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seven to Eight

[image: ]

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  Compare Miss Honey with Miss Trunchbull.

 

 

2.  How do the names of these two women fit each of them?

 

 

3.  Why do you think Matilda was not a show off, despite being so smart?

 

 

4.  What did Matilda consider to be a drawback in C.S. Lewis’ novels?

 

 

5.  Describe Miss Trunchbull’s response to Miss Honey’s suggestion that Matilda be placed in an advanced class.

 

 

6.  What does the conclusion of this last chapter tell about Miss Honey’s personality?
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	Imagine you are Miss Honey. Write a journal entry at the end of her meeting with Miss Trunchbull. Describe her feelings and what she was determined to do.
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Chapters Nine to Ten

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Who would you say is the most interesting adult you have ever met? What made this person so special?

 

 

2.  Who is one person you would not want for a teacher (this person does not have to be a teacher)? What made you choose this person?
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	Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you circle the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.













	1.
	The actress arrived at the restaurant at precisely noon.



	 
	a) exactly
	b) nearly
	c) barely
	d) superficially



	2.
	My aunt is a very frail woman.



	 
	a) intelligent
	b) delicate
	c) rude
	d) faulty



	3.
	I thought that little toy car would intrigue you.



	 
	a) delight
	b) annoy
	c) interest
	d) stupify



	4.
	The cook was most casual in her approach to making dinner.



	 
	a) reluctant
	b) eager
	c) patient
	d) nonchalant



	5.
	Matilda proved to be a most exceptional young lady.



	 
	a) tiny
	b) stubborn
	c) unusual
	d) strong-looking



	6.
	I saw the hockey player pivot on his skates in a most unusual manner.



	 
	a) topple
	b) rotate
	c) trip
	d) sink



	7.
	Trunchbull tottered briefly before entering the room.



	 
	a) staggered
	b) gloated
	c) cursed
	d) scowled
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Chapters Nine to Ten
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	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.













	1.
	The name on the gate at the Wormwood house said:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Cosy Nook



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Eagle’s Nest



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Fair Haven



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Cottage Supreme



	2.
	When Miss Honey came to the door, Mr. Wormwood thought:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	she was giving away free samples of shampoo



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	she was a politician



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	she was taking a survey



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	she was selling raffle tickets



	3.
	Mr. Wormwood told Miss Honey she had come at an inconvenient time because they were:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	having a private discussion



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	playing Scrabble



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	watching television



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	eating supper



	4.
	Mr. Wormwood’s first name was:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Harry



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Jack



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Ray



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Joe



	5.
	Mr. Wormwood said that he read the following two magazines from cover to cover every week:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Time and Newsweek



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Autocar and Motor



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Trains and Racecar



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Trail and Stream and Reader’s Digest












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Nine to Ten
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	Answer each question with a complete sentence.





1.  What was one thing that Miss Honey found astonishing about Matilda’s parents?

 

 

2.  What was ironic about Mrs. Wormwood telling Miss Honey, “You chose books. I chose looks”?

 

 

3.  Describe how Matilda got along with the other children in her class.

 

 

4.  Why didn’t the parents of the children in Matilda’s school complain about Trunchbull?

 

 

5.  Describe The Chokey. Why was it so feared among the students?

 

 

6.  Describe one of the tricks that Hortensia played on Trunchbull.
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	Imagine you are one of the following students and write a journal entry describing what happened to you as described in the last chapter: Amanda Thripp, Julius Rottwinkle, or Horensia.
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Chapter Eleven to Twelve

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  It is said that everybody loves an underdog. What is meant by an underdog?

 

 

2.  From your own experience, do you think it is true that people do love an underdog? Defend your answer.
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	Choose a word from the list to complete each definition.













	apprehension
	obvious
	perseveres
	peculiar



	crafty
	wary
	highwayman
	shriveled



	exploit
	formidable










	1.
	When something is as plain as the nose on your face, it is quite _______________.



	2.
	To be suspicious of someone or something is to be _______________.



	3.
	To be filled with stress is to be filled with _______________.



	4.
	A _______________ is a thief.



	5.
	Someone who is shrunk up quite a bit is _______________.



	6.
	Someone who _______________ is probably a sly person.



	7.
	If a thing is odd it is _______________.



	8.
	When you don’t give up easily, you are said to be one who _______________.



	9.
	Someone who uses a person or situation to his/her own purposes is probably someone who likes to _______________.



	10.
	An opponent who is tough and resourceful is no doubt a _______________ foe.














	[image: ]
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Chapter Eleven to Twelve

[image: ]


1.    Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.










	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Matilda believed Trunchbull’s secret was never doing things by halves.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Matilda also believed that the headmistress was mad.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Trunchbull told Bruce that if he didn’t eat a piece of the chocolate cake he would be insulting the cook.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Many of the children thought the cake had been filled with pepper or castor-oil.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	From the very beginning Matilda knew that Bruce could eat the whole cake without any trouble.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Bruce finally passed out after the headmistress broke a platter over his head.







2.  Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.









	 
	 
	 a)
	The students all give Bruce a standing ovation.



	 
	 
	 b)
	The cook presents Bruce Bogtrotter with a huge chocolate cake.



	 
	 
	 c)
	Bruce Bogtrotter is called to the front during Assembly.



	 
	 
	 d)
	Trunchbull breaks a platter over Bruce’s head.



	 
	 
	 e)
	Bruce Bogtrotter is accused of stealing a slice of Trunchbull’s chocolate cake.



	 
	 
	 f)
	Bruce cuts into the cake and eats his first slice.
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Chapter Eleven to Twelve
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	Answer each question with a complete sentence.





1.  Do you believe that Bruce stole the piece of cake? Do you have any evidence to support your answer?

 

 

2.  What responsibility was Lavender given for Trunchbull’s first visit to their classroom?

 

 

3.  Which two students inspired Lavender to come up with her brilliant plot?

 

 

4.  Describe what Lavender did to get back at Trunchbull.

 

 

5.  What had Rupert Entwistle told Lavender about newts? Do you believe this to be true?

 

 

6.  Predict what you think will happen next.

 

 










	[image: ]

	Imagine you are Lavender. Just before Miss Trunchbull joins her class, Miss Honey gives the students an opportunity to make an entry in their personal journals. What might Lavender write in her journal at that moment?














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Thirteen to Fourteen

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  What do you think are the three most important things about a teacher that make him/her really good at what he/she does?

 

 

2.  What are two things you really don’t like to see in a teacher?

 

 

 




[image: ]

 Circle  the correct word that matches the meaning of the underlined word.










	1.
	Miss Trunchbull was peeved that it had succeeded.



	 
	a) delighted
	b) annoyed
	c) surprised
	d) impressed



	2.
	She was astonished to see her daughter’s tresses all over the kitchen floor.



	 
	a) hair
	b) notebooks
	c) flowers
	d) dress



	3.
	The old lady was most diabolical in the way she treated her neighbors.



	 
	a) generous
	b) fair-minded
	c) tricky
	d) loving



	4.
	“I am just making you aware of your daughter’s insolence,” she told Mrs. Marsh.



	 
	a) absence
	b) brilliance
	c) sassiness
	d) clumsiness



	5.
	She is probably the most repulsive person who ever walked on two legs.



	 
	a) disgusting
	b) attractive
	c) ignorant
	d) threatening



	6.
	She has got a real malicious streak in her.



	 
	a) impatient
	b) talented
	c) kind
	d) cruel















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Thirteen to Fourteen

[image: ]

1.  Fill in each blank with the correct word from the novel.

a)  Miss Trunchbull discovered that a student named _________________ had dirty hands.

b)  This student’s father made his living as a _________________.

c)  Miss Honey had taught the students how to spell the word _________________ by teaching it to them in a poem.

d)  A student named _________________ got into trouble by giving the incorrect answer to “What is two sevens?”

e)  Eric had learned that the quicker you answered Miss Trunchbull, the quicker you were _________________.

f)   Trunchbull’s idea of a perfect school is one with no _________________.




2.  Use the words in the box to answer each question.









	 
	crook
	people
	read



	 
	warts
	ears
	baby











	 

	a)
	Trunchbull called the children a bunch of nauseating little ______________.



	 

	b)
	Trunchbull picked Rupert up by the ______________.



	 

	c)
	Eric Ink got into trouble by suggesting that Trunchbull had once been a ______________.



	 

	d)
	Matilda informed Miss Trunchbull that she had____________ Nicholas Nickleby.



	 

	e)
	Trunchbull accused Matilda’s father of being a __________.



	 

	f)
	Trunchbull informed the class that she didn’t like small __________.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Thirteen to Fourteen
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	Answer each question with a complete sentence.





1.  How did Nigel explain the fact that there were baked beans on his shirt?

 

 

2.  When Trunchbull accused Matilda of lying about reading the book by Charles Dickens, what might have been a good strategy for the teacher to use to find out if Matilda was telling the truth?

 

 

3.  Describe how Miss Trunchbull reacted to finding the newt in the water.

 

 

4.  How did the Newt react to her?

 

 

5.  How did Matilda respond to being blamed for putting the newt in the water?

 

 

6.  The chapter is called “The First Miracle”. The fact that the word “first” is a part of the title is an example of foreshadowing – a way of predicting something that is about to happen in the story. Predict what the word “first” might foreshadow.

 

 










	[image: ]

	For this journal entry you are really going to have to use your imagination! Imagine you are the newt. At the end of this very trying day, Lavender returned you to your home in the pond and before you go to bed that night you decide to write about your experiences in your journal. Make an entry on behalf of the newt describing your adventures and how it made you feel.
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Chapter Fifteen to Sixteen


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  What would be great about having some kind of “super” powers?

 

 

2.  If you could have only one super power, what would you choose? Why?
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	Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure that the meaning of each word is clear in your sentence.












	1.

	sympathetic

	 




	2.

	confide

	 




	3.

	exalt

	 




	4.

	vivid

	 




	5.

	transfigure

	 




	6.

	animated

	 




	7.

	proceedings

	 




	8.

	phenomenon

	 




	9.

	precocious
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Chapters Fifteen to Sixteen
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	1.  Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.





Matilda knew that she must confide her secret with an [image: ]. But who? She finally decided to confide in Miss Honey. Miss Honey told her that Trunchbull was not going to [image: ]Matilda. Matilda then told her teacher that she had been responsible for moving the glass of [image: ] with her [image: ]. Miss Honey thought that Matilda was letting her [image: ] run wild. Miss Honey told her that if what she said was true, then she had performed a great [image: ]. When Matilda performed the second miracle she told Miss Honey that it felt like she was flying past the [image: ]on silver [image: ]. “It went much [image: ]this time,” she said.

“Would you like to have [image: ]at my [image: ]?” Miss Honey asked Matilda.

Matilda made Miss Honey promise not to tell [image: ]of the two miracles. On the way to Miss Honey’s cottage Matilda became wildly [image: ]. She felt that if she could get her [image: ]strong, she would be able to push larger objects over.















	2.
	Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:



	 
	a)
	Describe Miss Honey’s reaction to the miracle.
	b)
	What Matilda used to perform the miracles.



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	astonishment
	[image: ]
	A
	her magic charms



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	anger
	[image: ]
	B
	her voice



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	frustration
	[image: ]
	C
	her fingertips



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	ho-hum
	[image: ]
	D
	her eyes



	 
	c)
	Miss Honey’s advice was to:
	d)
	Miss Honey felt they were playing with:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	start a magic show
	[image: ]
	A
	fire



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	not to be taken advantage of
	[image: ]
	B
	mysterious forces



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	tread very carefully
	[image: ]
	C
	powers beyond the grave



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	speak to a lawyer right away
	[image: ]
	D
	spirits of the wind
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Chapters Fifteen to Sixteen
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	Answer each question with a complete sentence.











	1.
	Put the following expression in your own words: “she sat there in a blaze of silence.”



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why do you think Matilda got so excited on the way to Miss Honey’s cottage?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What does it mean to be a “precocious” child? Why did Miss Honey think that Matilda was “precocious?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Describe Miss Honey’s cottage.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Would you like to live in her cottage? Why or why not?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Investigate: Miss Honey quotes a poem by Dylan Thomas. Research two interesting facts about this gifted poet.
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	Imagine you are Miss Honey. Make an entry in your journal describing Matilda’s “miracle” and how it made you feel.
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Chapters Seventeen to Eighteen

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Have you ever wondered about the personal lives of some of your teachers? Where they live? Whether they are married or not? Do they have any children? Where did they grow up? Where did they go to school? Write down three facts that you know about the personal life of one of your teachers (past or present). You may need to interview him or her to complete this.

 

 

2.  What do you think would be most difficult about losing a parent?
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	In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word that does not belong. Then write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.














	1.
	a) rigid
	b) stiff
	c) firm
	d) product



	 
	 



	2.

	a) sensible
	b) wise
	c) likeable
	d) sane



	 
	 



	3.

	a) courageous
	b) afraid
	c) petrified
	d) cowed



	 
	 



	4.

	a) forgery
	b) fake
	c) bogus
	d) conquest



	 
	 



	5.

	a) extraordinary
	b) undetermined
	c) special
	d) unusual
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Chapters Seventeen to Eighteen

[image: ]

Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.









	1.
	According to Miss Honey, how well was she paid as a teacher?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	she made no comment on this topic



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	very badly



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	not too badly



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	very well



	2.
	How long had Miss Honey lived in her cottage?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	two years



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	one year



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	six months



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	five years



	3.
	Miss Honey said that Matilda’s ____ and powers of ____ were fully grown-up.



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	understanding and powers of magic



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	compassion and powers of feeling



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	family and powers of well-being



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	mind and powers of reasoning



	4.
	Miss Honey’s father had been a _____.



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	salesman



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	doctor



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	teacher



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	lawyer



	5.
	How much pocket-money was Miss Honey allowed to have?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	one pound per month



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	five pounds per year



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	one pound per week



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	two pounds per month












	[image: ]
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Chapters Seventeen to Eighteen
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	Answer each question with a complete sentence.





1.  Put this expression into your own words: the atmosphere was vibrating with awkwardness.

 

 

2  Why do you think Miss Honey confided in Matilda?

 

 

3.  Describe what Miss Honey’s aunt was like.

 

 

4.  Why do you think Matilda asked Miss Honey for the names of the people in Miss Honey’s family?

 

 

5.  What did Miss Honey mean by saying she had a jolly good tuck-in at the school lunch?

 

 

6.  How did the final statement in the chapter, “Miss Honey’s Story”, make you feel? Why do you think it made you feel this way?
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	Matilda obviously has something on her mind as this last chapter comes to an end. What do you think she is planning? Write a journal entry predicting what you think will happen next in the story.














	[image: ]
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Chapters Nineteen to Twenty-One


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  What is meant by the climax of a story? When does it usually occur in a novel?

 

 

2.  Predict what you think might happen in these final chapters.

 

 












	[image: ]

	Choose a word from the list that means the same as the underlined word.















	 
	elated
	ethereal
	dependent
	essential



	 
	confident
	colossal
	apprehensive
	elevated











	 

	1.
	Despite his success in the business world, Mr. Jones was not a very self-assured man.



	 

	2.
	I am relying on my aunt to help with the babysitting.



	 

	3.
	Without even thinking twice about it, the giant lifted Jack onto his shoulders.



	 

	4.
	It is very important that you be there for your mother.



	 

	5.
	Trunchbull was a huge woman.



	 

	6.
	I was very happy to get your gift in the mail.



	 

	7.
	The whole situation was most unreal.



	 

	8.
	The puppy seemed very worried when his mother slipped out of the kennel.
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Chapters Nineteen to Twenty-One

[image: ]


1.    Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.










	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Matilda practiced moving one of her father’s cigars in her bedroom.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	It took five teachers to carry Trunchbull to the sick-room.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	The message on the chalkboard was directed to Trunchbull, but used her first name, Angela.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Eric told Miss Honey that Trunchbull had stretched his ears the last time she visited the class.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Nigel, however, lost most of his hair as a result of Trunchbull pulling on it so hard.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Despite Matilda’s parents’ objections, Miss Honey allowed Matilda to live with her.








2.  Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.









	 
	 
	 a)
	A message to Trunchbull appears on the chalkboard.



	 
	 
	 b)
	Trunchbull faints.



	 
	 
	 c)
	Nigel splashes a jug of water on the headmistress.



	 
	 
	 d)
	Trunchbull pays her weekly visit to Miss Honey’s class.



	 
	 
	 e)
	Trunchbull hangs Wilfred upside down by his ankle.



	 
	 
	 f)
	She asks Wilfred to recite the three-times table backward.
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Chapters Nineteen to Twenty-One
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Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  Describe what it felt like for Matilda when she moved something with her eyes.

 

 

2.  Describe the third miracle.

 

 

3.  Describe the reaction of the teachers to finding Trunchbull unconscious.

 

 

4.  What was your favorite scene from the novel? Why did you choose this particular scene?

 

 

5.  Where do you think the climax of Matilda occurs? Defend your answer.

 

 

6.  Who was your favorite character in the novel? Why?

 

 










	[image: ]

	What did you think of the novel’s concluding scene? Was it realistic and satisfying? Compose a final journal entry giving your impression of this conclusion.














	
	[image: ]




Chapters 1 to 4: Anagrams

An anagram is a word that is formed by changing the order of the letters of another word. For example, the letters in the word FROM can also form the word FORM. Follow these directions to form the anagrams: a) read the clue in the right-hand column. b) Using the word in the lefthand column move the letters around in any order, but you must use all the letters. Each of the words in the left-hand column are found in the first four chapters of Matilda









	Word
	Anagram
	Clue



	over
	 

	To wander.



	teach
	 

	To swindle or trick.



	told
	 

	A person who is not very bright.



	rattle
	 

	The second mentioned of two.



	eat
	 

	A drink.



	blister
	 

	One of short coarse hairs found on certain animals.
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Chapters 5 to 8: Limerick Poem

Two examples of Limerick poems are recorded in Chapter 7. The first is a rather famous limerick entitled, An Epicure Dining at Crewe, written by an anonymous poet. The second was one composed by Matilda. One of the earliest limericks was written by Mary Cooper and published in 1744: Hickere, Dickere Dock; A Mouse ran up the Clock; The Clock Struck One; The Mouse fell down; Hickere Dickere Dock.


For this assignment you have two alternatives:

A. Investigate in your school library or the Internet and find an example of a limerick (Edward Lear has many really clever ones). Record your favorite on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to acknowledge the author.

B. Invent your own limerick. Remember to follow the rules [A limerick is a five-line poem with a strict form – see example above. Limericks are frequently witty or humorous.] It would be extra special if you could relate your limerick to the novel we are reading.
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Chapters 9 to 12: A Comic Strip

This activity is especially for students with an artistic flair or who love comic books! It can be done for events included in Chapters 9 – 12, or from Chapters 1 to 12. The first step is to decide on the length of your comic strip (6 to 12 frames is suggested); next consider what events you will include. You may wish to highlight a brief incident (i.e. Trunchbull forcing Bruce Bogtrotter to eat the chocolate cake), or encompass the highlights of the novel to this point. You may even want to provide an alternate ending to your scene!


A quick sketch of the comic strip can first be accomplished in a storyboard format before a final, good copy is attempted. The strip should include a title, dialog, and color. It should be neat and imaginative.
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Chapters 13 to 16: Poor Old Newt

Lavender plays a rather successful trick on Miss Trunchbull in this section – at the expense not only of the headmistress, but a poor, innocent newt as well. Fortunately for both creatures they end up none the worse for wear – the newt being returned to his home in the pond at the end of the day.

In the whole adventure of the newt we don’t really learn whether this little creature might in fact make for a good pet. Perhaps one day in the future every family will wish to have a newt for a household pet – who knows?


Your task is to do an investigation of the newt. From your research uncover five interesting things about this delightful and misunderstood little fellow. As a concluding statement, determine (in your opinion) whether it would make for a good household pet – and why you came to that conclusion.
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Chapters 17 to 18: The Interview

(To be done in pairs.)

This is your opportunity to find out what your classmates think about the novel,
Matilda, thus far in your reading.

Pair up with another student in your class who is reading the novel. Each of you will interview the other to find out his/her feelings about the experience thus far.


Prepare a list of four questions to ask your partner. These questions may involve particular characters of the novel (i.e. Matilda, Mr. Wormwood, Hortensia, Trunchbull) to discover their feelings about one or more of these characters. The questions could involve an incident in the story itself (i.e. the parrot incident) – or you may ask them what their favorite scene of the story is. Try to come up with five dandy questions.

After asking the questions and recording your partner’s answers, then it is your turn to answer your partner’s questions about the novel. It is important that you give thought to each of your responses, and make them as interesting as possible.
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Chapters 19 to 21: Worth Posting!


Your assignment is to write a brief review of Matilda for posting on a website. This is an opportunity to share your thoughts on the novel with other young people who are deciding whether or not to read it.



Your review should be at least two paragraphs in length. One paragraph should briefly describe the plot (without giving away the ending). The second paragraph should give your impression of the novel. It might be a helpful idea to mention in your review how the book might be a good read for young people who enjoy helping other people.

When writing your impression, try to include one favorable comment and one suggestion as to how the novel might be improved.
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Word Search

Find the 15 words from the Word Box in the Word Search Puzzle. The words are in a straight line, but can be forwards, backwards, or even diagonal.










	Agatha
	Honey
	parrot
	sarcasm



	arithmetic
	maniac
	platinum
	Trunchbull



	cottage
	Matilda
	repulsive
	Wormwood



	difficulty
	miracle
	revolting
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Comprehension Quiz








	Answer each question in a complete sentence.
	[image: ]



	1.
	What did Mr. Wormwood do for a living?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	2.
	Describe one of the three tricks that Matilda played on her parents.



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	3.
	Why did Matilda play these tricks on her parents?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	4.
	Why did Miss Honey visit Matilda’s parents after school?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	5.
	What did Trunchbull make Bruce Bogtrotter do at Assembly?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	6.
	Describe the trick that Lavender played on Miss Trunchbull?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	7.
	Describe the “first miracle” that Matilda performed.
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SUBTOTAL:    /14
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Comprehension Quiz








	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	8.
	What did Miss Honey suspect about her father’s death?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	9.
	Describe how Trunchbull ended up getting Miss Honey’s house and most of her earnings.



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	10.
	Describe Matilda’s “second miracle”.



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	11.
	Describe the dwelling where Miss Honey lived.



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	12.
	Describe what Matilda did that made Trunchbull want to make things right again for Miss Honey?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	13.
	What had Mr. Wormwood done to get himself into trouble, and what did he have to do about it?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	14.
	What was the condition that Miss Honey made regarding Matilda coming to live with her?
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SUBTOTAL:    /14












	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. adore

2. delve

3. devour

4. interfere

5. absorbed

6. compassionate

7. formidable

8. compartment

9. tolerate

10. fascinating


	
   1.   

[image: ]  B

   2.   

[image: ]  C

   3.   

[image: ]  B

   4.   

[image: ]  D

   5.   

[image: ]  A


	
   1.   

The way some parents brag about their children.

   2.   

Answers will vary (i.e. wormwood is usually used in a bad way.)

   3.   

Three years old. She taught herself to read.

   4.   

The ancient Greek scholar Archimedes when he stepped into a bath and noticed that the water level rose.

   5.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. turning back the odometer).


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

 1    I 



 2    G 



 3    B 



 4    D 



 5    J 



 6    C 



 7    A 



 8    H 



 9    E 



10  F 


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    F 

c)    F 

d)    T 

e)    F 

f)    T 

   2.   

a) 2

b) 5

c) 1

d) 6

e) 3

f) 4
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   1.   

Her father had been mean to her.

   2.   

His wife clipped it off with the scissors.

   3.   

Answers will vary.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

It was hidden up the chimney in the fireplace.

   6.   

Answers will vary.
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12

	
13

	
14

	
15

	
16
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. appalling

2. splendid

3. corridor

4. exceedingly

5. devour

6. incapable

7. disinfect

8. dilute

9. lavatory

10. flogging


	
   1.   

a) punishments

b) five

c) ten

d) computer

e) hair

   2.   

a) brain

b) figure

c) quietly

d) silver

e) grand-mother


	
   1.   

Answers will vary. Perhaps because he thought it helped his image as a businessman.

   2.   

Cheating.

   3.   

She showed him up.

   4.   

It might have challenged her.

   5.   

She was hinting to him that he was dumb.

   6.   

She put her mother’s hair dye into her father’s hair lotion bottle.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

Across
2. eagerly
4. Matilda
7 sew
8. encase
9. recite
10. west
12. sensible
15. brute
16. liquidise
17. polite
21. prodigy
22. genius
23. facility

Down
1. steal
2. epicure
3. Lewis
4. menace
5. lied
6. aura
7. sewer
11. there
12. solemn
13. sour
14. bedroom
15. book
18. tissue
19. Nigel
20. Honey
21. prof


	
   1.   

a) five

b) Crunchem

c) Trunchbull

d) Honey

e) marched

f) two

g) showing

h) genius

i) limerick

j) Jenny

k) Lion

l) Witch

m) funny


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Miss Honey is a “sweet” name, while Trunchbull sounds rough.

   3.   

Perhaps because she hadn’t been around many children and wasn’t aware how smart she was.

   4.   

They didn’t have any funny bits in them.

   5.   

She didn’t like the idea.

   6.   

She was brave for standing up to Trunchbull.
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20
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22


















	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. a)

2. b)

3. c)

4. d)

5. c)

6. b)

7. a)


	
   1.   

[image: ]  A

   2.   

[image: ]  D

   3.   

[image: ]  C

   4.   

[image: ]  A

   5.   

[image: ]  B


	
   1.   

They had no idea how gifted Matilda was.

   2.   

Mrs. Wormwood wasn’t very good looking.

   3.   

She got along well with them all.

   4.   

They were afraid of her and they found it hard to believe their children’s stories.

   5.   

It was a small closet into which children were put for punishment.

   6.   

She put syrup on her chair and itching powder in her shorts.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. obvious

2. wary

3. apprehension

4. highwayman

5. shriveled

6. crafty

7. peculiar

8. perseveres

9. exploit

10. formidable


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    F 

c)    T 

d)    T 

e)    F 

f)    F 

   2.   

a)    5 



b)    3 



c)    1 



d)    6 



e)    2 



f)    4 
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   1.   

Answers will vary. He did acknowledge to Trunchbull that her cake was very good.

   2.   

Bringing a jug of water an a clean empty glass.

   3.   

Hortensia and Matilda.

   4.   

She put a newt in the water jug.

   5.   

If you chopped off a newt’s tail it would grow another newt ten times as big.

   6.   

Answers will vary.
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28
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. b)

2. a)

3. c)

4. c)

5. c)

6. d)

7. d)


	
   1.   

a) Nigel

b) doctor

c) difficulty

d) Rupert

e) released

f) students

Vocabulary

a) warts

b) ears

c) baby

d) read

e) crook

f) people


	
   1.   

They kept falling off his fork.

   2.   

Ask her a question that she could only answer if she’s read the book.

   3.   

She yelled and leapt off her chair.

   4.   

It squirmed around in the glass.

   5.   

She was angry and denied it.

   6.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. another miracle)


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

Answers will vary


	
   1.   

a) adult
b) expel
c) water
d) eyes
e) imagination
f) miracle
g) stars
h) wings
i) quicker
j) tea
k) cottage
l) anyone
m) animated
n) eyes

   2.   

a)  [image: ]  A



b)  [image: ]  D



c)  [image: ]  C



d)  [image: ]  B


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

She probably just realized what this power could mean to her.

   3.   

A child who shows amazing intelligence early on.

   4.   

It was small and run down.

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. he was Welsh; died at 39)
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

Reasons will vary.

1. d)

2. c)

3. a)

4. d)

5. b)


	
   1.   

1)  [image: ]  C

   2.   

2)  [image: ]  A

   3.   

3)  [image: ]  D

   4.   

4)  [image: ]  B

   5.   

5)  [image: ]  C


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. she had no other friends.)

   3.   

A terrible tyrant.

   4.   

Answers will vary. (she is forming a plan.)

   5.   

She ate a lot of lunch.

   6.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. It probably will come as quite a surprise to most readers.)


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. confident

2. dependent

3. elevated

4. essential

5. colossal

6. elated

7. ethereal

8. apprehensive


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    T 

c)    F 

d)    T 

e)    F 

f)    F 

   2.   

a)    4 

b)    5 

c)    6 

d)    1 

e)    3 

f)    2 
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   1.   

She enjoyed it. It was lovely. It was like there were sparks flashing inside her head.

   2.   

She moved one of her dad’s cigars.

   3.   

They were ecstatic.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

Answers will vary. (When Trunchbull faints; or when Miss Honey gets her inheritance.)

   6.   

Answers will vary.
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36

	
37

	
38

	
39

	
40
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Word Search Answers
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   1.   

He sold used cars.

   2.   

She put super glue on her dad’s hat; put a parrot up the chimney; and put peroxide in her dad’s hair lotion.

   3.   

As a punishment for the way they treated her.

   4.   

To see if they would consider having her tutored.

   5.   

Eat a huge chocolate cake.

   6.   

She put a newt in her jug of water.

   7.   

She moved the glass of water with the newt in it.


	
   8.   

He was murdered by her aunt.

   9.   

She basically bullied her into it.

   10.   

She moved the glass for Miss Honey.

   11.   

She lived in a tiny, remote, run-down little cottage.

   12.   

She had a chalk write a message on the blackboard and had her think it was Miss Honey’s dad writing it.

   13.   

He was selling stolen cars and had to escape to Spain to get away from the police.

   14.   

Matilda’s parents had to agree to it.





	
44

	
45

	
46
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