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M.C. Higgins, the Great









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of the Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates some understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a considerable understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	Content

• Information and details relevant to focus

	Elements are incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements are complete; details missing

	All required elements are complete; key details contain some description

	All required elements are complete; enough description for clarity




	Style

• Effective word choice and originality

• Precise language

	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language.




	Conventions

• Spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our literature kit is designed to give the teacher several helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. Our guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

Our literature kit divides the novel by chapters and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include family relationships, the importance in valuing one’s ancestral past, the relationship between industry and the “common people,” societal prejudice, self-acceptance/awareness, coming of age, and the discovery of one’s personal values and priorities. M.C. Higgins, the Great provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion because of the vivid portrayal of the dynamics in the relationships among M.C., his parents, Ben and Lurhetta, and the gradual transformation of M.C.’s attitude toward his best friend, Ben Killburn.

How Is This Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of M.C. Higgins, the Great. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacherled activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets.

To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	FACT AND OPINION
M.C. Higgins, the Great raises a number of thoughtful issues in a most interesting manner. These issues include coming to terms with people who are different than ourselves; the callous indifference of large corporations/ industries; the importance of personal history and heritage; personal responsibility; societal and personal prejudices. Students are to choose a thought-provoking topic discussed in the novel. They are to place the topic in the first text box and underneath the topic add important details relating to the topic “facts and opinions,” which might arise in a discussion of the topic. Some research might be necessary. Found on Page 53.











	GOAL — REASONS WEB
Throughout the novel, M.C. is torn as to whether he should stay on Sarah’s Mountain or leave the area for what he perceives to be a much more exciting life elsewhere. This dilemma is aggravated by the appearance of the worldly-wise Lurhetta, who is not much older than him, yet has had so many more different experiences and has traveled all over. In the web, students diagram reasons and supporting facts to assist M.C. in making this momentous decision. Found on Page 54.
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	STORY MAP
M.C. Higgins, the Great is a thought-provoking, awardwinning novel whose unforgettable cast of characters and distinctive setting make for a fascinating read. Integral to the novel’s impact is the growth we witness in the main character, M.C. as he wrestles with his own prejudices and the influences of his family — especially with regard to his friendship with Ben Killburn, a boy his parents regard as witchy because he has six fingers on each hand. In the accompanying Story Map, students are asked to complete each section with details from the novel. Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analysing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest, creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

M.C. Higgins, the Great is the captivating story set in the mountains of West Virginia in the 1960s. M.C. is the oldest child in a poor, African-American family making a living by Sarah’s Mountain, where generations of the family have lived since M.C.’s great grandmother escaped to as a runaway slave. Overshadowing life on the mountain is the fact that a coal mining company has been stripmining the area above their house, leaving a huge pile of slag (spoil heap) piled dangerously on the mountain above their house. M.C. is convinced that the pile will one day give way and bury their house and everyone in it.

M.C.’s best friend is Ben Killburn, but their relationship is an uneasy one. M.C.’s family (especially his dad, Jones) regard the Killburns as “witchy,” for many of them — including Ben — have six fingers on each hand, and six toes on each foot.

M.C. learns that a stranger, Mr. Lewis, is traveling through the region taping the voices and songs of the mountain people. M.C. feels that when the stranger records his mother’s voice, it will be their ticket out of the area; for his mother — Banina — has a beautiful singing voice. Complicating matters even further is the sudden appearance of a free-spirited young girl, Lurhetta Outlaw, who is camping at a local lake where M.C. and his siblings swim. It is through Lurhetta, that M.C. gains the strength of conviction to stand up to his own father and accept Ben publically as a friend, and to finally prompt the family to start taking measures to protect their house from the dangerous spoil heap.



Suggestions for Further Reading
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	OTHER BOOKS BY VIRGINIA HAMILTON
The Bells of Christmas © 1989
Cousins © 1990
The Girl Who Spun Gold © 2000
Drylongso © 2001
Bluish © 2002
The Planet of Junior Brown © 2006
Zeely © 2006
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	OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
Paterson, Katherine, Come Sing, Jimmy Jo © 1985
Lowry, Lois, Rabble Starkey © 1987
Naylor, Phyllis, Shiloh © 1991
Taylor, Mildred D., Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry © 1991
Taylor, Mildred D., Let the Circle Be Unbroken © 1991
Myers, Walter Dean, Monster © 2001
Draper, Sharon M., The Battle of Jericho © 2004
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List of Vocabulary


CHAPTER 1

• commence • linger • distinguish • furtive • arbor • summit • oppressive • lithe • dude • fester • seepage • ravine • obvious • witchy • reluctantly • plateau • slipknot • stalked • amphitheater • veered



CHAPTER 2

• spectacular • grotto • premonition • cirque • exertion • desolate • configuration • significant • foliage • parched • portion • intend • protection • shimmied • hoarsely • canteen • fleetingly • plague


CHAPTERS 3 TO 4

• wistful • silhouette • confound • desolate • cherish • reverie • impel • spigot • cadence • hurtle • commonplace • gossamer • recognize • desperate • welling • enormous • intense



CHAPTERS 5 TO 6

• reverie • impenetrable • plush • tension • formality • incredulously • amiably • topsoil • gully • clover • wondrous • melody • response • abruptly • occurrence • pester • parlor • mechanically • despise • distinguish


CHAPTERS 7 TO 8

• simultaneously • penetrate • dappled • brazen • melancholy • remorseful • distort • tension • moss • intruder • bottleneck • attuned • cringe • fascinated • skittish • leisurely • briskly • anticipate • detect • bough



CHAPTER 9

• bewilder • amiable • futile • stifling • suffocate • bedraggled • bile • cider • skillet • momentary • bowstring • crush • hurtling • engagingly • briers • mournful • outcropping • vague • gully • canteen


CHAPTERS 10 TO 11

• defiance • indignant • impartial • reluctantly • patina • sinister • staccato • compound • dissected • automatically • frantically • ancient • bullheads • defects • grimly • merino • formality • nutmeg • broth • crock



CHAPTER 12

• unwitting • complexion • serene • precarious • inflection • simultaneous • prosperous • pungent • cornshucks • weave • custard • penetrate • enormous • sunburst • obliged • uproariously • sympathy • vivid • blunder • resounded


CHAPTER 13

• briers • complaint • plaintive • dissolve • predicament • tremors • exclaimed • protested • qualm • cassette • clinkers • impress • project • generations • perish • quiver • frayed • yodel • despair • slyly



CHAPTER 14

• inkling • rancid • gouged • skirted • keen • revulsion • privie • accustomed • corridor • gully • slab • stubbornness • undergrowth • crankshaft • perspiration • capitalize • sheen • hilt • gauged • looming
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Virginia Hamilton
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“I hope teachers realize their power and the importance of kindness and fairness as well as firmness. How one mixes the magic potion of the creative process, heritage, ethnicity, place and time, and language, makes the magic of words and writing.”
— Virginia Hamilton

Virginia Hamilton was born in 1934, the youngest of five children. She grew up in Yellow Springs, Ohio, where her family had lived for almost 100 years. Her grandfather had been brought into the area as an infant — a runaway slave carried to freedom via the underground railway.

Virginia attended Ohio State University, and then the New School for Social Research in New York City, where she worked at various jobs while pursuing her dream of becoming a published writer. In 1960 she married the poet/teacher, Arnold Adoff. In 1969, with their two children, Virginia and Arnold, they moved back to Yellow Springs — to the family property where they built their dream home.

During her lifetime, Virginia published 41 books covering several genres: novels, picture books, non-fiction, folktales, science fiction . . . She especially loved to write books that helped define the lives of African Americans (as is evidenced in M.C. Higgins, the Great). She won every major award in children’s literature, including the Newbery Medal, the National Book Award, the Boston Globe - Horn Book Award, and the Coretta Scott King Award. In 1992, the International Board on Books for Young People gave Hamilton the Hans Christian Andersen Award for her lifetime contribution to children’s literature. Sadly, Virginia passed away on February 19, 2002. She died of breast cancer at the age of 65.
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•   M.C. Higgins, the Great is the first work in history to win both the National book Award and the John Newbery Medal.

•   Virginia was named for her grandfather’s home state.

•   While persuing her dream to become a published writer, Virginia had many different jobs, such as museum receptionist and nightclub singer.
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Chapter One







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	A phobia is defined as an irrational fear. We learn in Chapter One that one phobia that M.C. does not have is a fear of heights. Why do you think some people have such strong fears about certain things?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	The atmosphere of Chapter One is quite mysterious and forbidding. Why do you think the author chose to create such an atmosphere for her readers?
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word. Be careful - a couple are a bit tricky!












	commence
	linger
	distinguish
	furtive



	arbor
	summit
	oppressive
	lithe



	dude
	fester











	 

	1.
	I never expected to see such a secretive side to my older brother’s personality.



	 

	2.
	The Louisiana summers are very harsh.



	 

	3.
	Most gymnasts achieve their greatest success when their bodies are young and flexible.



	 

	4.
	It turned out that the car salesman was a real dandy.



	 

	5.
	If he lets that wound ulcerate, he’ll be in serious difficulty.



	 

	6.
	Are you able to identify what type of moth that specimen is?



	 

	7.
	When he reached the apex of the peninsula, his head began to swim.



	 

	8.
	Sam liked to spend time in the bower, where she felt at peace with the world.



	 

	9.
	We thought the judge would never initiate the proceedings.



	 

	10.
	It was such a beautiful afternoon we decided to loiter for awhile in the park by the beach.
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Chapter One









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	a)
	M.C. and his family live near which renowned river?
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	A
	Mississippi
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	B
	Ohio
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	C
	Illinois
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	D
	Sugar



	b)
	Folks called the Killburns ____ people.
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	A
	a hillbilly
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	B
	evil
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	C
	witchy
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	D
	a solitary



	c)
	M.C. demonstrated his cleverness by describing how to weave a ____ using vines.



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	travois
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	B
	bridge
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	C
	necklace
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	D
	straw hats



	d)
	How many fingers and toes did Ben have in total?
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	A
	16



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	20
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	C
	22
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	D
	24



	e)
	According to Chapter One, M.C.’s steel pole was:
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	A
	40 feet tall, to which he had attached pedals and two tricycle wheels.
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	B
	20 feet tall with a bicycle seat and plastic hand grips.
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	C
	32 feet tall with a bicycle seat and crossbeam.
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	D
	None of the above.
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Chapter One







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	a) Keeping in mind that the setting of a story encompasses both place and time, how would you describe the setting of the first chapter?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	b) Put on your detective hat: Some study guides refer to the novel as being set in the early 1960s. We know from the lyrics of a Beatles song — which M.C. sings — that this statement is not entirely accurate. Defend this statement.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	James M. Frey wrote, “Conflict not only moves the plot, it brings characters to life. For, in the light of conflict, character is defined.” What possible conflict (or crisis) are we introduced to in Chapter One?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Compare M.C. and Ben using three (3) points of criteria (either regarding their appearance or personality/character.



	 
	






	Criteria
	M.C.
	Ben



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 







	4.
	Describe what was happening to Sarah’s Mountain.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why was M.C. excited about the dude’s appearance in their area?
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	Imagine you are M.C. Write a description of your feelings regarding what you see happening to Sarah’s Mountain and what that development means to your family.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Two








	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	List three things which you already know are different between your world and M.C.’s.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Think of one thing that would be great about living on Sarah’s Mountain, and one thing that would be difficult.
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.



	 1 
	spectacular
	 
	amphitheater
	 a 



	 2 
	grotto
	 
	important
	 b 



	 3 
	premonition
	 
	dry
	 c 



	 4 
	cirque
	 
	vegetation
	 d 



	 5 
	exertion
	 
	share
	 e 



	 6 
	desolate
	 
	abandoned
	 f 



	 7 
	configuration
	 
	breathtaking
	 g 



	 8 
	significant
	 
	effort
	 h 



	 9 
	foliage
	 
	determine
	 i 



	10
	parched
	 
	arrangement
	 j 



	11
	portion
	 
	intuition
	 k 



	12
	intend
	 
	cave
	 l 
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Chapter Two










	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	T
	F
	a)
	When up on the pole, M.C. had to be careful about losing his balance.



	T
	F
	b)
	M.C.’s mother believed that an itching hand meant that an accident was about to happen.



	T
	F
	c)
	When work was scarce and food was low, the family knew they could count on M.C.’s rabbit traps to keep them fed.



	T
	F
	d)
	The dude didn’t respond to M.C.’s calls because he thought someone was playing a joke on him.



	T
	F
	e)
	M.C. found himself instinctively not liking the dude.



	T
	F
	f)
	The dude would not admit that he had been lost.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in this chapter.











	 
	 a)
	M.C. spots the dude up on the mountain.



	 
	 b)
	The dude admits that he had come up that way to get M.C.’s mother to sing into his tape recorder.



	 
	 c)
	M.C. brings Sarah “back to life.”



	 
	 d)
	M.C. and Mr. Lewis recognize that the spoil heap poses a serious danger to M.C.’s house and family.



	 
	 e)
	M.C. brings a walking stick to help the dude down off the mountain.



	 
	 f)
	The dude introduces himself as James K. Lewis.
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Chapter Two







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	What were the names of M.C.’s siblings?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What did M.C.’s parents do for a living?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why did M.C. think it necessary to watch his sister and brothers while they swam?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Using M.C.’s first impression of what the dude looked like, list three things describing the appearance of his face.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why do you think M.C. was so anxious for his mother to sing for the dude and have him record her voice in his tape recorder?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Describe what tragic event was narrowly averted because of the carelessness of the mining company.
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	Mr. Lewis must have found meeting M.C. a bit unusual. Imagine you are James K. Lewis and write a journal entry describing your impression of M.C. after your first meeting. Be sure to explain the reasons for your feelings.
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Chapters Three to Four







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	In Chapter three, we are introduced to Jones Higgins, M.C.’s dad. Predict what kind of person you think Jones will be. Why do you feel this way?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What characteristics do you think it’s important to have if a person is going to be a good father to his children? Try to think of three or four items.
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.












	wistful
	silhouette
	confound
	desolate



	cherish
	reverie
	impel
	spigot



	cadence
	hurtle










	1.
	The _____________ of the Beatles’ tune was not typical of the band’s songs.



	2.
	No one is going to _____________ you to perform a deed which is against your will.



	3.
	I think my little sister will really ______________ that old teddy bear.



	4.
	Being born into a family with alcoholic parents was probably the severest ____________ that he had to overcome.



	5.
	The _____________ was rusted and filthy.



	6.
	I’m sure he thinks that the big words he uses will _____________ most listeners.



	7.
	Hearing my grandmother read a chapter from “Anne of Green Gables” gave me a dreamy, ____________ feeling deep in my soul.



	8.
	The artist merely needs a ______________ of your portrait in order to complete the project.



	9.
	It was obvious from his expression that he was in the midst of a ________________.



	10.
	Our family got a flat tire along a _______________ stretch of highway in the middle of the night.
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Chapters Three to Four








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.



	 
	a)
	It was important to pitch a _________ high and loud enough to outdistance the sounds drifting in from the river and from Harenton.



	 
	b)
	Macie Pearl was in the lead not because she was the fastest, but because she liked to pretend she was the _____________.



	 
	c)
	M.C. wondered if the harsh _________ from the mining cut on the mountain was poisoning the grapes.



	 
	d)
	Jones played rough with his oldest son so that M.C. would grow up to be ____________.



	 
	e)
	Jones bet M.C. a __________ that he could climb the boy’s steel pole.













	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.











	slave
	premonition
	grotto



	sight
	crate










	a)
	M.C.’s bedroom was really a __________ .



	b)
	M.C.’s seat at the kitchen table was a ___________.



	c)
	Jones half-believed that his son had second _________.



	d)
	When Sarah first arrived at the mountain, she had still been a _________.



	e)
	M.C. had a strange _______________ that the spoil heap was going to slide.
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Chapters Three to Four







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	The author uses a number of similes (a comparison of two things using the words like or as) in these two chapters. One example is tough palms like scoop shovels.
What two things are being compared? Invent your own simile using an old man’s face as an object of comparison.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Of what use were the pedals and wheels on M.C.’s pole?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What did Jones Higgins feel was preventing him from being a success at the steel mill? Why did he believe this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Although the Higgins family was poor, they were quite enterprising. Give an example to prove this.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	From where do you think Sarah’s song originated? Defend your response.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Describe your first impression of M.C.’s mother. What is there about her that gave you this impression?
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	Jones describes his son as a worrier, and the novel seems to bear this out. Interview another student asking them to describe a time in his or her life when they had cause to worry. (This could be the result of responsibilities at home or at school; issues with family and friends, etc.) How was the situation resolved?
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Chapters Five to Six
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	Word List



	act
amphitheater
annul
ant
awed
Banina
Ben
Boone
chairs
coal
doe
Earp
games
gossamer
	grapes
grew
grotto
Harenton
Harper
Higgins
intense
Jones
Lennie
Macie
mother
norm
Ohio
poses
	Sarah
save
sense
sings
sites
so
tension
TM
too
winning
premonition
reverie
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	   Across    

2.  M.C.’s dad.

7.  M.C.’s surname.

10.  A type of fruit.

11. A sense of foreboding.

12. Pieces of furniture.

13. M.C.’s mother ___ like a bird.

14. Also.

15. Transcendental Meditation (abbreviation).

17. Where M.C.’s parents met.

19. To cancel or make void.

20. M.C.’s friend.

21. An industrious insect.

24. Another of M.C.’s brothers.

25. A cave.

26. ___ what!

27. Standard.

28. Acute; strong.

31. Overwhelmed.

33. M.C.’s sister.

34. A daydream.

	  Down  

1.  Opposite of losing.

3.  M.C. lived near the ___ River.

4.  A mountain was named after this person.

5.  An open area usually used for viewing contests or performances.

6.  When one sits for a portrait.

7.  A town near M.C.’s home.

8. The Olympic ____.

9. Places.

12. This was mined near M.C.’s home

14. Strain or tightness.

16. ______ Nature.

17. M.C.’s mom.

18. Wyatt ____, frontier lawman.

22. M.C.’s brother.

23. A fine filmy cobweb.

25. Increased.

26. To feel with one’s mind.

29. To rescue.

30. Caught in the ___.

32. A female deer.













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Five to Six







	1.
	Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.




In his pocket, M.C. carried a [image: ] wrapped in rabbit fur. M.C. tied some pages from a [image: ] to a mop handle and lit it on fire. He hoped to attract the attention of the [image: ] who was wandering around the mountain trails. Ben informed M.C. that he had caught a [image: ] in one of his traps. When M.C. went off into the hills looking for the girl, Ben asked him if it was a [image: ]. In his fight with the girl, M.C. cut her because he was afraid she was going to [image: ] him. Banina made Jones remove all the [image: ] from the yard, but he replaced them all with pieces of [image: ]. Banina told M.C. that his pole was a marker for all of the [image: ]. Inside the Higgins’ home, a fine crimson [image: ] covered the parlor floor. Mr. Lewis tells Jones that he didn’t come to pry, but that he was just a [image: ]. Banina tells Mr. Lewis that she came from [image: ], North Carolina, and met Jones after [image: ].









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Five to Six







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	When Ben showed up at M.C.’s place, why didn’t Ben let M.C. know he was there right away? Why do you think this made him hesitate?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Ben asks, “What kind of girl is going to walk around at night?” What does M.C. respond? What else might he have added to his answer?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Describe what happened in the fight between M.C. and the girl.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	The author says that Banina peered into him (the dude), diving deep into him with her wide-set eyes like gold spoons cutting through some shaking jello. What do you think was going on in Banina’s mind while she was doing this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why do you think M.C. disagrees with his mother when she tells Mr. Lewis that Jones knew the hills better than anything?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	If the spoil heap is only sliding one-half inch at a time, why do both Mr. Lewis and M.C. consider it to be so dangerous?



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]
	Jones and Mr. Lewis disagree on the danger posed by the spoil heap. As a journal entry, defend the position taken by either of these men as to how great a danger is posed by the position of this spoil heap, and describe what you plan to do (if anything) as a result of it being there.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seven to Eight







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	The author states of M.C., “In water, all of the awkwardness of a youth standing on land left him.” What situation makes you feel like this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	M.C. sometimes tends to be boastful and brag about himself. What do you think might motivate him to do this?



	 
	 



	 
	 






[image: ]










	Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.



	1.
	The clap of thunder seemed to occur simultaneously with the flash of lightning.



	 
	a) concurrently
	b) terminating
	c) positionally
	d) discouragingly



	2.
	I never thought in a million years that the miners would ever penetrate the bottom of the lake with their drill.



	 
	a) pollute
	b) pierce
	c) scour
	d) chasten



	3.
	The dappled light filtered through the boughs of the towering pines.



	 
	a) dim
	b) bright
	c) checkered
	d) sensitive



	4.
	I thought his actions were most brazen for a boy in his precarious position.



	 
	a) embarrassing
	b) delightful
	c) challenging
	d) bold



	5.
	Listening to the song on the radio made her feel very melancholy.



	 
	a) festive
	b) thoughtful
	c) sad
	d) courageous



	6.
	I’m sure that Susan felt quite remorseful after that unfortunate incident.



	 
	a) grateful
	b) penitent
	c) thoughtful
	d) satisfied



	7.
	I didn’t expect the water would distort things as it did.



	 
	a) change
	b) pollute
	c) cleanse
	d) liquefy













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seven to Eight









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	a)
	How was the child injured who was healed by Viola Killburn?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	By a sickle.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	By a hatchet.


 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	By a pruning fork.


 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	By a nail gun.



	b)
	When M.C. complains to his mother that he is tired of Daddy, what does she claim him to be tired of instead?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	School.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	His responsibilities.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Having no friends.


 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	This place.



	c)
	What was the motivation for Banina’s singing?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Seeing her children.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Sarah’s Mountain.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Coming home.


 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Swimming in the early morning.



	d)
	What did the girl claim was the basis of all power?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Land.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Money.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Political office.


 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	The respect of others.



	e)
	When M.C. waited for the girl to come out of her tent in Chapter 7, he felt shamed and foolish for.



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Stabbing her.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Kissing her.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Fighting with her.


 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Calling her “pretty.”












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seven to Eight







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	We find several examples of the literary device personification (giving human traits to non-human things) in this novel. An example from Chapter 7 is, “Black with trees, they looked rolling cushion soft and belly full.” How is a non-human thing personified in this sentence?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Banina tells M.C. that he couldn’t kill anything as big as a deer. Why do you think she knew this about him?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	How does Banina reveal that she is actually quite a prejudiced person in Chapter 7? How does M.C. refute her opinion?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	M.C. states, “He knew why she had to try the tunnel. Not because I’ve done it. ‘Cause I’m the only one.” If M.C. is correct, what does this tell the reader about the girl’s character or personality?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Interview another student who is also reading this novel. Ask for his or her opinion of the girl M.C. meets by the lake and a reason for this opinion.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What does M.C. find shocking about the girl’s background and what she has already done in her life?



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]
	Chapter 8 certainly ends as a cliffhanger — the reader is left wondering whether M.C. and the girl will make it to the end of the tunnel. Perhaps one of M.C.’s brothers or sister will follow with tragic results. As a journal entry, predict what you think will happen next.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Nine







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	M.C. forgets to ask the girl a very important question before swimming through the tunnel and it almost costs him his life. Think of another circumstance in which attention to detail is most critical. Why?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Some people are harder to get to know than others. Why do you think this is sometimes the case?



	 
	 



	 
	 












	[image: ]

	Choose a word from the list to complete each definition.












	bewilder
	amiable
	futile
	stifling



	suffocate
	bedraggled
	bile
	indignant



	skillet
	momentary










	1.
	A ______________ action is ineffective or useless.



	2.
	 _______________ is a yellow or greenish liquid secreted by the liver that aids in absorption and digestion.



	3.
	Someone who is ___________ is usually easy to get along with.



	4.
	One feels __________________ when he or she expresses strong displeasure at something considered unjust.



	5.
	A ______________ is a type of frying pan.



	6.
	To _______________ is to confuse.



	7.
	An event that is __________________, is quite fleeting.



	8.
	Extreme heat will sometimes give one a _____________ sensation.



	9.
	A person will often feel ________________ after a restless night.



	10.
	To ____________ is to be uncomfortable due to a lack of fresh or cool air.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Nine










	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	T
	F
	a)
	When the kids ask M.C. what took him so long to get through the tunnel, he says, “Just took it easy.”



	T
	F
	b)
	The girl confesses that James K. Lewis is her uncle.



	T
	F
	c)
	The girl tells M.C. that you find out things faster about a place by watching the kids.



	T
	F
	d)
	The only food the girl had eaten during the last couple of days were a few fish she had caught.



	T
	F
	e)
	M.C. assesses the girl’s character by saying, “She was just like him. She didn’t like making mistakes either.”



	T
	F
	f)
	Ben startles M.C. and the others on their return trip to the cabin.














	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in this chapter.











	 
	 a)
	M.C. leads the girl back to his cabin



	 
	 b)
	M.C. and his dad communicate by yodeling back and forth.



	 
	 c)
	M.C. and the girl barely make it through the tunnel.



	 
	 d)
	Jones makes potato soup for M.C. and the others.



	 
	 e)
	The girl apologizes.



	 
	 f)
	M.C. and the kids crowd into the girl’s tent while she recovers.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Nine







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	When M.C. is part way through the tunnel, he is horrified to realize he didn’t ask the girl one critical question, an omission he is afraid will cost them both their lives. What was that one important question?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	The girl justifies giving Mr. Lewis a ride by saying, “Ride with an old guy and folks think he’s your father.” Describe your reaction to her logic in this situation.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why do you think M.C. considers yodeling to be a power of breath and voice — a magic belonging only to those of the hills?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What do you think of the tradition of M.C.’s family of handing down the farm to the oldest son? Can you think of any alternatives which would be fairer to M.C.’s brothers and sister?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Describe your feelings regarding the strategy used by Jones Higgins in teaching M.C. his way around the mountain when the boy was little?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Why did Jones think that M.C. ought to have had better sense than to be caught out there at the top of noon?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	It would seem that M.C. is torn between his love of home and his desire to leave the mountain. (It was as if his head contained two minds.) Create a journal entry in which M.C. expresses these thoughts openly, stating both the advantages and disadvantages of each alternative.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Ten to Eleven







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	In Chapter Ten, M.C. wonders if when the girl leaves the mountain, “something of me will walk away with her.” What do you think M.C. meant by this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Think of a time in your own life when someone close to you left in this way (either permanently or just for awhile). Why do you think such an experience leaves a person with such an empty feeling?



	 
	 



	 
	 






[image: ]










	 Circle  the correct word that most closely matches the meaning of the underlined word.



	1.
	I did not expect to see such a display of defiance from the students in Mr. Greer’s class.



	 
	a) boisterousness
	b) insolence
	c) depression
	d) tattle-tailing



	2.
	When the policeman accused my mother of lying, she was most indignant.



	 
	a) resentful
	b) incredulous
	c) impressed
	d) mystified



	3.
	Everyone who has ever met him, knows that my uncle is a most impartial judge.



	 
	a) friendly
	b) cranky
	c) dishonest
	d) unprejudiced



	4.
	She reluctantly paid their new neighbors a courtesy visit.



	 
	a) ardently
	b) anxiously
	c) unwilling
	d) blithely



	5.
	Wind and rain had given the path a patina neither man-hewn nor natural.



	 
	a) polish
	b) carving
	c) gift
	d) timelessness



	6.
	“I must say that your brother is a most sinister person,” Callie admitted.



	 
	a) friendly
	b) remote
	c) despondent
	d) menacing












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Ten to Eleven








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.



	 
	a)
	Jones paid _____ cents for the ice.



	 
	b)
	M.C. claimed that the witchy woman who had come back to haunt the area was called ____________.



	 
	c)
	M.C. believed that the most tasty wild meat was ___________.



	 
	d)
	M.C. attributed the amount of flies on the porch to a dead animal or else it was going to __________.



	 
	e)
	Lurhetta was nervous about swinging on a __________.













	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.











	appalled
	fairyland
	down-home



	contented
	merino










	a)
	Jones confessed that he would like to work in a _____________ fancy restaurant.



	b)
	Jones accuses Ben’s people of being __________, or witchy.



	c)
	Lurhetta was _______________ at the way the Higgins family treated the Killburn men.



	d)
	M.C.’s impression of the Killburn settlement was that it looked like a _____.



	e)
	M.C. was very _____ when he considered his childhood memories of the Mound.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Ten to Eleven







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	How did Jones attempt to rationalize Lurhetta’s surname to her?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	When describing the men carrying the ice blocks, the novel states that the men would tremble as with the St. Vitus. Here the author is referring to a disorder known as Saint Vitus’ Dance, or Sydenham’s chorea. Using resources in your school library or on the Internet, unearth two facts about this disorder.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Jones and M.C. were very prejudiced people. Support this statement with proof from the novel.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	How does Lurhetta challenge M.C. when he tells her that he doesn’t believe the story about the Killburns being witchy?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why did Lurhetta say to M.C. and Ben, “You all are the strangest people. I never would have thought.”



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Reread the last half-page of Chapter 11. Describe how you felt when the author described M.C.’s impression of the Mound. Why did it make you feel this way?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]
	Choose one of the characters who appears in these chapters (i.e. M.C., Lurhetta, Ben, Ben’s mom or dad) and write a journal entry describing your feelings about another individual in these chapters and the reasons why you feel this way about that individual.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Twelve







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	When you consider the friendship between M.C. and Ben, who do you think has the upper hand? Why do you think this is the case?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Are there any circumstances that you can think of which might tip the balance the other way?



	 
	 



	 
	 







[image: ]







	Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure that the meaning of each word is clear in your sentence.



	Unwitting
	 



	Complexion
	 



	Serene
	 



	Amiable
	 



	Precarious
	 



	Infection
	 



	Simultaneous
	 



	Prosperous
	 



	Pungent
	 














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Twelve







	1.
	Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapter.




When M.C. and Lurhetta arrived at the Mound, they were surprised to find a network of ropes connecting the [image: ], which looked like a giant [image: ]. At the center was a [image: ], where the weave grew much tighter. The Killburn children were busy weeding and filling bushel baskets with [image: ]. After spending some time on the hub, they got down because Lurhetta said she was [image: ]. While eating his pie, M.C. felt a [image: ] on his foot. M.C. was surprised at how welcoming the Killburns had been and how [image: ] had given no hint of her healing power. The Killburn men wore [image: ] that had been cut away to improve the air circulation. Lurhetta thought it was strange to see vegetables growing instead of [image: ]. Inside the barn, thousands of [image: ] weeds and dried [image: ] were hanging. The full length of barn floor had been dug into [image: ], in which vegetables were stored. Here, they were kept fresh and [image: ] for a long time. Mr. Killburn showed Lurhetta a [image: ] snake. Mr. Killburn told her that if you put the snake on your pillow when you’re sick, it will lick away the [image: ].















	2.
	Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:



	a)
	The number of Killburn children:
	  b)
	They were on the hub for __ minutes.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	23
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	20



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	16
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	5



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	44
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	30



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	29
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	10



	c)
	Mrs. Killburn gave the children ___ pie.
	  d)
	Grandymama gave Lurhetta a ___.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	apple
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	blessing



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	pumpkin
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	cabbage leaf



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	sweet potato
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	scowl and a curse



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	sugar
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	none of the above












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Twelve







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	As Lurhetta watched the Killburn people, she sighed in awe. As M.C. watched her, he felt a growing jealousy and didn’t know why. Why do you think M.C. felt jealous?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	When Lurhetta asks Ben whether all the people of the village are related, he responds, Sometimes a friend with nothing and no one. Why might this response be of interest to Lurhetta?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why do you think M.C. was so eager to leave the Mound? Try to think of two reasons.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	When the author mentions that no one asked Lurhetta what her name was, she says, Where all the same, names had no great importance. What does she mean by this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What was Mr. Killburn’s response to finding out Lurhetta’s surname? Why did he react this way?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Mr. Killburn doesn’t believe in owning a piece of the land. Respond to his reasons for believing this. Do you agree or disagree with his reasoning? Why?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Upon leaving the Mound, M.C. feels that his friendship with Ben is changing. In your journal entry, predict how you feel this friendship might change as a result of the day’s events.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Thirteen







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	Handling disappointments can be one of life’s most trying circumstances. Why do you think this is so?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Describe a time in your own life when you were bitterly disappointed.



	 
	 



	 
	 







[image: ]











	In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word which does not belong. Then write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.



	1.
	 
	a) briers
	b) plant
	c) shrub
	d) thrush



	 
	 



	2.
	 
	a) intended
	b) meant
	c) compliant
	d) resolved



	 
	 



	3.
	 
	a) anticipation
	b) despair
	c) anguish
	d) melancholy



	 
	 



	4.
	 
	a) dissolve
	b) melt
	c) liquefy
	d) coagulate



	 
	 



	5.
	 
	a) arouse
	b) neglect
	c) influence
	d) impress



	 
	 



	6.
	 
	a) plaintive
	b) woebegone
	c) pathetic
	d) gratified














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Thirteen










	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	The dude returned to the Higgins’ home to give them:



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	a book.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	his tape recorder.


 
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	a tape.


 
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	a word of advice.



	 
	b)
	For supper, the Higgins had:



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	rabbit stew.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	potato flambé.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	turtle soup.


 
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	chicken gumbo supreme.



	 
	c)
	The dude said that M.C. was a(n) _____ thinker.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	original



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	strong



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	thoughtful


 
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	complacent



	 
	d)
	Harper’s middle name was:



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Cornelius.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	He had none.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Mumford.


 
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Jones.



	 
	e)
	As M.C. falls into bed, he is angry at:



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	the Killburns — especially Ben.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	his siblings.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Jones, the dude and Lurhetta.


 
	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	the mining company.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Thirteen







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	As M.C. watches his family members interacting together, he thinks they are different from the Killburns. Closer somehow. Support M.C.’s argument with proof from the novel, then refute his argument with proof from the novel.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	As the dude is leaving, his eyes meet M.C.’s. Just a fleeting look through which terrible doubt met a knowing sadness. What do you think the author meant by this statement?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What did the dude mean by saying that M.C.’s mother wouldn’t fit on a stage?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why do you think M.C. lied to the children about the dude returning to the mountain to get Banina?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Berthold Auerbach once wrote, Music washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life. How did M.C. find truth in Berthold’s words?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	As darkness settles on the mountain, how does the rain lend to the suspenseful atmosphere of the story?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	The next Chapter is the last. Predict what you think will happen in this chapter. When you have finished reading Chapter 14, come back and reread your prediction; then write a final comment indicating how close you were to the ending imagined by the author. In what way(s) was your conclusion better than the author’s?














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Fourteen







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	What is meant by the climax of a story? When does it usually occur in a novel?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why is it important for a story to have a climax?



	 
	 



	 
	 










	[image: ]

	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word. Be careful - a couple are a bit tricky!












	inkling
	rancid
	gouged
	skirted



	keen
	revulsion
	privie
	accustomed



	corridor
	gully











	 

	1.
	In the middle of the night, M.C. decided that he needed to visit the washroom.



	 

	2.
	Sarah Jamieson marched down the hallway to the principal’s office.



	 

	3.
	The magician was used to impressing crowds of children.



	 

	4.
	The thick fog made every sense in his body extremely alert.



	 

	5.
	The car plunged into the ravine and disappeared from sight.



	 

	6.
	My grandfather had no clue that someone was using his credit card illegally.



	 

	7.
	M.C. dug a deep hole in the damp soil.



	 

	8.
	The squad of soldiers bypassed the troublesome village.



	 

	9.
	The earth felt cool and smelled quite rotten.



	 

	10.
	A feeling of disgust swept through his body when he dipped his fingers into the liquid.
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Chapter Fourteen










	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	T
	F
	a)
	Complicating M.C.’s plans in the wee hours of the morning was a thick fog.



	T
	F
	b)
	Banina was worried because M.C. was just going through the motions.



	T
	F
	c)
	M.C. took along his fishing pole so he could catch some fish for Lurhetta.



	T
	F
	d)
	Although M.C. knew that the idea that formed in his mind wasn’t perfect, he was still quite satisfied with it.



	T
	F
	e)
	Jones loved lawn work and took these jobs whenever possible.



	T
	F
	f)
	Even though Jones gave M.C. a shovel to help him dig, M.C. refused to use it.














	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in this chapter.











	 
	 a)
	M.C. climbs his pole to do some thinking.



	 
	 b)
	M.C. pulls loose a fender from one of the wrecked cars.



	 
	 c)
	Jones gives M.C. Sarah’s old gravestone to help him with his building project.



	 
	 d)
	M.C. leaves the house to go and help Lurhetta make breakfast.



	 
	 e)
	Ben shows up and tells M.C. that he caught a skunk in his trap.



	 
	 f)
	M.C. discovers Lurhetta’s tent gone.
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Chapter Fourteen







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	Why do you think Lurhetta left the knife at the campsite? Defend your response.



	 
	 


	 
	 



	2.
	What was M.C. building — and why?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why do you think it was so important to M.C. that his dad accept Ben? What do you think it was that helped M.C. take a stand in this regard?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	In a dramatic or literary work, the climax occurs at a decisive moment that is of maximum intensity or at a major turning point in the plot. When would you say the climax of this novel occurs?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What was your impression of the novel’s conclusion? Was it satisfying to you? Why or why not?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Why do you think M.C. says Good-bye, M.C., the Great at the end of the novel?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	In your final journal entry, describe your impressions of this novel. How did it make you feel? What did you learn?
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Chapters 1 to 2

Anagrams

An anagram is a word that is formed by changing the order of the letters of another word. For example, the letters in the word FROM can also form the word FORM. Follow these directions to form the anagrams:

a) Read the clue in the right-hand column.

b)Using the word in the left-hand column, move the letters around in any order, but you must use all the letters.

Each of the words in the left-hand column are found in the first two chapters of M.C. Higgins the Great.










	Word
	Anagram
	Clue



	sink
	 
	- the external covering of a body



	Higgins
	 
	- letting one’s breath out



	tape
	 
	- vegetable matter used as fertilizer or fuel



	nearer
	 
	- one who gains in return for one’s labor or service



	palms
	 
	- devices for lighting the way



	discover
	 
	- separations; disunions
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Chapters 3 to 4

Yodeling - A Lost Art?

Yodeling is an important part of the lives of the Higgins and other families of that region. Yodeling is a form of singing that involves singing an extended note, which rapidly and repeatedly changes in pitch from the vocal or chest register (or “chest voice”) to the falsetto/head register; making a high-low-high-low sound. This vocal technique is used in many cultures throughout the world.

Check out an example of a yodeler on Youtube (i.e. 11 year-old Taylor Ware on America’s Got Talent). Write a brief review of your impression of the yodeler’s performance. You may include such information as the name/genre of the song yodeled; what technique is involved in yodeling; your impression of his or her talent; when might this form of singing be appropriate; what parts of the song are sung naturally, and which are yodeled; etc.

Your report should be approximately a half-page in length.
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Chapters 5 to 6

A Comic Strip

This activity is designed especially for students with an artistic flair, or who love comic books! It can be done for events included in Chapters 5 to 6, or from Chapters 1 to 6. The first step is to decide on the length of your comic strip (6 to 12 frames is suggested); next, consider what events you will include. You may wish to highlight a brief incident (i.e. Banina sings for Mr. Lewis and the family).

A quick sketch of the comic strip can first be accomplished in a storyboard format before a final, good copy is attempted. The strip should include a title, dialogue, and color. It should be neat and imaginative.
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Chapters 7 to 9

Letter to a Bigot

Prejudice cannot see the things that are because it is always looking for things that aren’t.

It is very evident from these chapters that M.C.’s dad, Jones, has a very prejudiced attitude toward the Killburns. This attitude seems to be shared as well by Banina and M.C. At the root of these biased feelings seems to be the fact that Ben, and some other family members, are witchy — having, for instance, six fingers on each hand and six toes on each foot; and the fact that their lifestyle and attitude toward living on the mountain is quite different than the Higgins family.

Write a letter to Jones Higgins. The purpose of your letter is to point out his prejudiced views and convince him as to how wrong his attitude is.

Your letter should be formal and be approximately one-half page in length.
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Chapters 10 to 12

Coal Mining Company - We Care for You!

Every disagreement has two points of view. The reader might be horrified at the heartless manner in which the coal mining company treats the Higgins family and other residents of Sarah’s Mountain; yet the coal they are excavating makes possible the electricity in the homes of area residents.

Your task is to create an advertisement — one created by the coal mining company — making public the many good things about having such an industry in the area.

Your ad should be designed for a newspaper or magazine and be one-half page in size. It should contain a graphic as well as two or three statements claiming the benefits of coal mining for the people of that area.

Your creation should be imaginative, positive, and seek to reach the hearts and minds of many people who might be concerned about the results of having such an industry on Sarah’s Mountain.
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Chapters 13 to 14

Worth Posting!

Your assignment is to write a brief review of M.C. Higgins, the Great for posting on a website. This is an opportunity to share your opinion of the novel with other young people who are considering whether to read the book or not.

Your review should be at least two paragraphs in length. One paragraph should briefly describe the plot (without giving away the ending). The second paragraph should give your impression of the novel. You may wish to interview a couple of your classmates so that you can include their opinions of the novel in your review as well.

When writing your impression, try to include one favorable comment and one suggestion as to how the novel might be improved.
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Word Search

Find all of the words in the word search. Words may be horizontal, vertical, or diagonal. A few may even be backwards. Look carefully!









	amiable
	briers
	enormous



	indignant
	intruder
	premonition



	pungent
	reverie
	sinister



	suffocate
	tension
	topsoil



	undergrowth
	witch
	yodel
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	Comprehension Quiz
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	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	Describe the development occurring high on Sarah’s Mountain, which M.C. finds particularly disturbing.



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	2.
	Why was M.C. excited by the appearance of the dude (Mr. Lewis) on the mountain?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	3.
	What were the names of M.C.’s three siblings?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	4.
	M.C.’s seat at the kitchen table was actually a ______ and his bedroom was in fact a __________.



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	5.
	Describe M.C.’s attitude regarding the Killburn family.



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	6.
	Why was M.C. so concerned about the danger posed by the spoil heap, considering that it was only moving one-half inch at a time?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	7.
	As it turned out, swimming through the tunnel with Lurhetta was an especially dangerous thing for M.C. to do. Why was this so?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:    /15
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Comprehension Quiz








	8.
	Why did M.C. find himself so envious of the life lived by Lurhetta?


 
	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	9.
	Why was yodeling an effective means of communicating for the Higgins family?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	10.
	What were the Killburn men selling when they arrived at the Higgins’ home? How were they received by Jones?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	11.
	Why did M.C. find himself growing jealous when they visited the Killburn’s village?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	12.
	Why had the dude been traveling the mountains collecting songs and voices on his tape recorder?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	13.
	Why did the dude think that Banina wouldn’t fit on a stage?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	14.
	What is the climax of this novel? Defend your answer.



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:    /15












	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. furtive

2. oppressive

3. lithe

4. dude

5. fester

6. distinguish

7. summit

8. arbor

9. commence

10. linger


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  B

b)  [image: ]  C

c)  [image: ]  B

d)  [image: ]  D

e)  [image: ]  A

	
   1.   

a) Mid 1960s near Ohio River and steel town of Harenton on Sarah’s Mountain.

b) M.C. sings some of the lyrics to the Beatles song, “Ticket to Ride,” which was released in the mid 1960s, in 1965.

   2.   

A coal mining company is stripmining the mountain above M.C.’s home, threatening his family.

   3.   

Answers will vary (i.e. Appearance: M.C. - strong, athletic; Ben - smaller, wirier. Ben has 6 fingers/toes on each hand/foot; M.C. is African-American; Ben is white/Caucasian).

   4.   

Sarah’s Mountain was being strip-mined.

   5.   

M.C. wanted the dude to record his mother singing.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

 1.   g 

 2.   l 

 3.   k 

 4.   a 

 5.   h 

 6.   f 

 7.   j 

 8.   b 

 9.   d 

10.   c 

11.   e 

12.   i 


	
   1.   

a)    F 



b)    T 



c)    T 



d)    F 



e)    T 



f)    F 



   2.   



a) 2

b) 5

c) 1

d) 6

e) 3

f) 4


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Lennie Pool, Harper and Macie Pearl.

   2.   

His mother cleaned houses and his father worked as a laborer in the steelyards when someone was sick.

   3.   

In case they started to drown.

   4.   

Color of barn-dried walnuts with deep creases; eyes black, fatigued; gray hair.

   5.   

Answers will vary (i.e. Perhaps she could be a successful singer and they could get off the mountain).

   6.   

The debris from an explosion almost killed M.C.’s sister.





	
11

	
12

	
13

	
14

	
15

	
16
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. cadence

2. impel

3. cherish

4. hurtle

5. spigot

6. confound

7. wistful

8. silhouette

9. reverie

10. desolate


	
   1.   

a) yodel

b) biggest

c) acids

d) tough

e) dollar

   2.   

a) grotto

b) crate

c) sight

d) slave

e) premonition


	
   1.   

Palms and scoop shovels.
Answers will vary.

   2.   

They were of no use.

   3.   

A union. Answers will vary (i.e. they would fight for his rights to work steady).

   4.   

Answers will vary (i.e. they found and fixed up the water tank so they would have hot water).

   5.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. Probably Africa. She was a slave).

   6.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. warm and caring, outgoing).


	
Vocabulary

Across:

2. Jones
7. Higgins
10. grapes
11. premonition
12. chairs
13. sings
14. too
15. TM
17. Boone
19. annul
20. Ben
21. ant
24. Harper
25. grotto
26. So
27. norm
28. intense
31. awed
33. Macie
34. reverie


Down:
1. winning
3. Ohio
4. Sarah
5. amphitheater
6. poses
7. Harenton
8. games
9. sites
12. coal
14. tension
16. Mother
17. Banina
18. Earp
22. Lennie
23. gossamer
25. grew
26. sense
29. save
30. act
32. doe


	
   1.   

a) knife

b) catalog

c) girl

d) rabbit

e) hunt

f) kill

g) stones

h) junk

i) dead

j) carpet

k) collector

l) Boone

m) World War II

	
   1.   

He thought someone was home. He didn’t feel welcome there.

   2.   

“One that’s not afraid of nothing.” Answers will vary.

   3.   

Answers will vary.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

Because Jones did not realize the seriousness of the spoil heap.

   6.   

As the grade steepens the spoil heap will gain momentum and come crashing down on the Higgins’ home.





	
17

	
18

	
19

	
20

	
21

	
22


















	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. a

2. b

3. c

4. d

5. c

6. b

7. a


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  A

b)  [image: ]  D

c)  [image: ]  C

d)  [image: ]  A

e)  [image: ]  B


	
   1.   

Trees are personified by describing them as having their bellies full.

   2.   

Answers will vary (i.e. Because he was tender-hearted).

   3.   

She makes accusations against Ben’s people through hearsay and rumor. M.C. states “They’re just like everybody else.”

   4.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. She is insecure and feels she must always prove herself).

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. She has been working for awhile and earning money; she has traveled; bought a car).


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. futile

2. bile

3. amiable

4. indignant

5. skillet

6. bewilder

7. momentary

8. stifling

9. bedraggled

10. suffocate


	
   1.   

a)    T 



b)    F 



c)    T 



d)    F 



e)    T 



f)    F 



   2.   

a) 5



b) 3



c) 1



d) 6



e) 2



f) 4
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   1.   

Can she swim?

   2.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. Picking up a hitchhiker can be dangerous).

   3.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. Those living off the mountain cannot understand the importance of such a means of communication).

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

That was the hottest part of the day.
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25

	
26
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. b

2. a

3. d

4. c

5. a

6. d


	
   1.   

a) 75

b) Hannah

c) rabbit

d) rain

e) vine

   2.   

a) down-home

b) merino

c) appalled

d) fairyland

e) contented


	
   1.   

He said her people got no protection from the law because they were black.

   2.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. Characterized by jerking movement; a childhood disease).

   3.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. They emphasize physical characteristics — 12 fingers).

   4.   

She tells him to “prove it.”

   5.   

They were friends but didn’t play together.

   6.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answer will vary.

Vocabulary

Answer will vary.


	
   1.   

a) houses

b) cobweb

c) hub

d) vegetables

e) seasick

f) baby

g) Viola

h) hats

i) grass

j) herb

k) mushrooms

l) pits

m) cold

n) green-grass

o) fever

   2.   

a)  [image: ]  A



b)  [image: ]  D



c)  [image: ]  C



d)  [image: ]  B


	
   1.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. Lurhetta was admiring the Killburns rather than him).

   2.   

Perhaps she might consider staying there.

   3.   

The people made him feel uneasy. He didn’t like Lurhetta’s fascination with the Killburns.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

He found it amusing that an Outlaw would be in amongst a group of outcasts like the Killburns.

   6.   

Answers will vary.
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33

	
34


















	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Reasons will vary.

1.   d

2.   c

3.   a

4.   d

5.   b

6.   d


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  C



b)  [image: ]  A



c)  [image: ]  B



d)  [image: ]  B



e)  [image: ]  C


	
   1.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. There are fewer Higgins and so seem closer to each other; the Killburns are much more accepting of others).

   2.   

M.C. now doubts that his mother will be discovered, and the dude knows he can do nothing for the family to help M.C.

   3.   

They’d change her. To smile and project herself and look chic.

   4.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. he didn’t want to disappoint the children).

   5.   

Singing with his family made him feel somewhat better.

   6.   

We wonder if it will loosen the spoil heap and bring it down on the house.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. privie

2. corridor

3. accustomed

4. keen

5. gully

6. inkling

7. gouged

8. skirted

9. rancid

10. revulsion


	
   1.   

a)    T 



b)    T 



c)    F 



d)    F 



e)    F 



f)    F 



   2.   

a) 4

b) 5

c) 6

d) 1

e) 3

f) 2
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   1.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. Perhaps as a way of saying goodbye and thanks to M.C.).

   2.   

A break wall to keep back any mudslides.

   3.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. Lurhetta accepted Ben, and M.C. admired Lurhetta).

   4.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. When M.C. resolves to accept Ben as an equal and ignore his father’s prejudices).

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

Answers will vary.
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40
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Word Search Puzzle
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   1.   

A coal mining company is strip-mining the area.



   2.   

He hoped the dude would tape his mother then take her to the city to make a record.



   3.   

Macie Pearl, Harper, and Lennie Pool.



   4.   

Crate and cave.



   5.   

He regarded them as witchy.



   6.   

He felt a heavy rain might bring it all down on their house.



   7.   

Lurhetta couldn’t swim.


	
   8.   

She was independent, owned a car and had traveled a lot.



   9.   

The sound of a yodel carried very well in the mountains.



   10.   

Blocks of ice. Jones was rude to them.



   11.   

He liked Lurhetta and could see that she was impressed with the Killburns.



   12.   

He enjoyed it. His father had started the tradition.



   13.   

They would try to change her.

   13.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. When M.C. takes a stand regarding his friendship with Ben).





	
44

	
45

	
46
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