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The Family Under the Bridge









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates some understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a considerable understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	Content

•  Information and details relevant to focus


	Elements are incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements are complete; details missing

	All required elements are complete; key details contain some description

	All required elements are complete; enough description for clarity




	Style

•  Effective word choice and originality

•  Precise language


	Little variety in word choice. language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language




	Conventions

•  Spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation


	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our literature kit is designed to give the teacher several helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. The guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities, etc. which match the student’s abilities.

Our literature kit divides the novel by Chapters and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include family relationships, pride, not judging by outward appearances, respecting the talents and attributes of others, respecting other cultures, societal prejudice, self-acceptance/awareness, coming of age, the discovery of one’s personal values and priorities.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns—just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of The Family Under the Bridge. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	EVENT MAP
Students are asked to select an exciting event described in The Family Under the Bridge. A few suggestions are listed to get them thinking:

•   Armand finds the Calcet children in “his” spot under the bridge;

•   The Calcet children appeal to Father Christmas;

•   The police visit the gypsies.

They are then required to complete the Event Map with the appropriate details. The Event Map includes What Happened, When Did It Happen, How Did It Happen, Why Did It Happen, Who Was Involved, and Where Did It Happen questions. Found on Page 53.











	CHARACTER WEB
One of the most charming features of The Family Under the Bridge is the delightful array of characters portrayed by the author. These range from the crusty old hobo — Armand — to the sympathetic Calcet children, to the fascinating cast of gypsies. From this intriguing array, students are asked to select a character and complete the Character Web with details from the novel. The Character Web includes How He or She Feels, What He or She Says, His or Her Fears, What He or She Thinks, His or Her Behavior, and How He or She Looks questions. Found on Page 54.
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	LITERATURE ANALYSIS
The final activity, Literature Analysis, is a culminating activity resulting from classroom discussion and questioning inherent in the study of such a novel. The teacher may choose to do this analysis with a small group of students who are ready for this activity, or as a whole group with strong direction from the teacher. Students are required to identify such critical concepts as setting, protagonist/antagonist, conflict, climax, falling action, point of view, theme, and conclusion. It is meant to serve as an effective wrap-up in such a novel study. An enrichment activity might include a similar exercise comparing these traits with another novel with which the students are familiar. Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

The Family Under the Bridge is the captivating story of Armand, a carefree Parisian hobo, and the Calcet family — a mother and her three children who have fallen upon hard times. When Madame Calcet cannot pay her rent, she and the children are evicted and end up living under a bridge on the Seine River. Here, they are befriended and protected by Armand, who although lazy and a bit short-tempered, has a big heart and is soon doing what he can to help this desperate family.

When two nosy women appear at their makeshift home, and it appears that the authorities have been summoned, Armand takes the family to live with a community of gypsies. Here, they are befriended and their relationship with the old hobo deepens. When Armand inadvertently promises the children a house for Christmas, he knows that he must do something or the children will be heartbroken.

When the gypsies move on, Armand decides his only option is to seek employment, and he manages to get a job as the caretaker of an apartment building, which offers the family a place to stay without Armand having to do too much work. Here, they determine to live as one big family, with Armand serving as the grandfather the children never had.



Suggestions for Further Reading
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	OTHER BOOKS BY NATALIE SAVAGE CARLSON
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	The Half Sisters © 1970



	Pigeon of Paris © 1972



	Runaway Marie Louise © 1977



	Time for the White Egret © 1978



	Surprise in the Mountains © 1983



	Spooky and the Bad Luck Raven © 1992



	Chalou © 2000





OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

Alcott, Louisa May, Eight Cousins © 1958

Warner, Gertrude Chandler, The Boxcar Children © 1989

Schnur, Steven, The Shadow Children © 1994

Lewis, C.S., The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe © 1998

Montgomery, Lucy Maud, Anne of Green Gables © 2004

Jacobson, Rick, The Mona Lisa Caper © 2005

Titus, Eve, Anatole © 2006
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List of Vocabulary


CHAPTER 1

• urchins • buttress • tarnish • droll • loiter • gloat • niche • cower • dignity • hobo • burglars • hidey-hole • generosity • trundled • wilted • gratitude • fastidious • roguish • daintily • cobblestones



CHAPTER 2

• protective • maneuver • poverty • meander • morsel • quay • indignant • retort • implore • gravely • garland • charity • mismatched • apologetic • rectangle • quay • gnawing • appealing • splendid • displeased


CHAPTER 3

• brazier • immaculate • vendor • luscious • mezzanine • merchandise • straggle • implore • haughty • frantic • turrets • bawling • mechanical • arcades • blithely • domain • parried • elegant • interrupt • handkerchief



CHAPTER 4

• forlorn • scroll • gaudy • sedately • pavilion • quartet • territory • soothe • dismally • lament • companions • peacock • waltzed • canaries • beret • floorwalker • francs • alms • chestnuts • ill-gotten


CHAPTER 5

• ferociously • dingy • dilapidated • gaudy • immense • assert • moored • draft • trundled • concrete • loomed • pushcart • wholesale • possessions • outlandish • carnival • rakish • teeming • makeshift • rattle-trap



CHAPTER 6

• commandment • highbrow • persist • bitter • apologize • mischievous • descend • courteous • triumph • distasteful • comfortable • nestlings • generous • metalwork • craftsmen • gravely • vacation • grateful • despair • squatted


CHAPTER 7

• pilgrimage • crypt • distinguished • envious • vestments • chagrin • shrine • wistfully • handmaiden • secretive • erect • sauerkraut • predicted • fragile • illuminated • fashionable • pedestrians • indigestion • chilblains • solemn



CHAPTER 8

• satisfied • confided • wrathfully • assured • traipsing • promotion • vague • forlorn • indignant • stern • courtyard • slinking • blooming • retorted • implore • confessed • kidnapped • weather-beaten • tragedy • vagabond


CHAPTER 9

• pleading • persisted • practical • pneumonia • respectable • enchanted • admiration • amazement • watchman • asphalt • sycamore • dignity • plaid • humbler • scarcely • hesitation • dingier • industrious • linoleum • wisteria



REVIEW

• Seine River • Court of Miracles • Paris • Starlings • Mireli • France • charity home • Clichy • Monsieur • Madame • Notre Dame • the Louvre • Calcet • Palais Royal square • Dame Tartine • Tournelle Bridge • Jardin des Plantes park • Provence • Mediterranean Sea • the Halles
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Natalie Savage Carlson
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Born in Kernstown, Virginia October 3, 1906, Natalie Savage Carlson’s mother was French Canadian. This cultural connection allowed Natalie to work many old family stories from Quebec into her writings. At the age of only four, Natalie was sent to live in a convent boarding school where she stayed for four years. When she returned home, she was tutored by a family friend. She had her first story published when she was only eight years old.

Her first book, The Talking Cat and Other Stories of French Canada, was published in 1955. Her series of Happy Orpheline books about a group of French orphans and their carefree lives was extremely popular. During her writing career, Natalie received many honors, including the Newbery Honor Book award for The Family Under the Bridge, and a nomination in 1966 for the Hans Christian Andersen International Children’s Book Award.

Natalie married a naval officer and as a result, traveled the world. This allowed her to add a sense of reality to her writings. Ms. Carlson later lived in Oklahoma, Rhode Island, and the Pacific Northwest. She eventually settled in Florida prior to her death on September 23, 1997.
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•   In the late 1990s, entertainer Kathie Lee Gifford wrote and produced Under The Bridge, a play based upon the children’s book The Family Under The Bridge by Natalie Savage Carlson.

•   Natalie explores racism and cultural differences in her books.

•   At age 8, Natalie published her first story on the children’s page of the Baltimore Sunday Sun.
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Chapter One

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	This novel has a rather unusual title. Using only the title of the novel (and perhaps a picture on the front cover), predict why the family would live under a bridge.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	This novel is set in the country of France. What do you know about this historic and fascinating nation?
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word.














	niche
	gloat
	loiter
	cower
	dignity



	urchins
	fastidious
	buttress
	tarnish
	droll













	 

	1.
	I think that our cat, Felix, is the most finicky pet our family has ever owned.



	 

	2.
	My younger brothers can be little imps when they set their minds to it.



	 

	3.
	If the engineers had known that the pillar was being used as the building’s main prop, they would have altered their plans.



	 

	4.
	Who would have thought that such a minor incident would damage her reputation in such a way?



	 

	5.
	My Uncle Charlie has an amusing sense of humor.



	 

	6.
	If you dawdle too long in front of the bank the police may become suspicious.



	 

	7.
	Never in a million years did I expect Roger to crow so much after beating you at chess.



	 

	8.
	She’d only been in auto shop class for ten minutes when Alicia realized she’d found her calling.



	 

	9.
	“Please get off your knees and stop sniveling,” she said angrily. “No one wants to see you grovel in public.”



	 

	10.
	The mayor’s wife is always the picture of grace.
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Chapter One









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	Armand lived in:
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	A
	London.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Paris.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	New York.
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	D
	Barcelona.



	 
	b)
	During what month of the year is Chapter One set?
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	A
	February
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	B
	June



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	December



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	November



	 
	c)
	What famous cathedral is mentioned in this chapter?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Rouen
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	B
	Notre Dame



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Strasbourg



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Marseille



	 
	d)
	What did the gypsies do to earn a living in the city?
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	A
	Told fortunes.
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	B
	Cleaned the homes of the rich.
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	C
	Nothing.
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	D
	Mended pots and pans.



	 
	e)
	What had Armand been doing to earn a living?
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	A
	Sorting rags for a junk dealer.
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	B
	Collecting bottles and cashing them in at the market.
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	C
	Fixing bicycles.
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	D
	None of the above.
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Chapter One

Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.







	1.
	Keeping in mind that the setting of a story encompasses both place and time, how would you describe the setting of the first chapter?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How did Anabel react to Armand when he helped himself to the broken branches and flowers? Why do you suppose she reacted in this way?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Investigate: Armand tells Mireli, the gypsy woman, that he is tired of living in the crowded corners and tight alleys of Place Maubert. Using resources in your school library or on the Internet, find out two interesting facts about Place Maubert.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Describe Armand’s view of children. Why do you think he felt this way?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	How did Armand threaten the boys? Was it effective?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What startling discovery did Armand make under the bridge? Why do you think they were there?
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	Imagine you are Armand and write a journal entry describing the shock of what you found under the bridge, and then suggest what you will do about your unusual find.
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Chapter Two

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Not too many of us would probably switch places with Armand. List three things that you already know that are different between your world and Armand’s.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	John Ruskin wrote, “In general, pride is at the bottom of all great mistakes.” In Chapter 2, we meet a character who is very proud. Describe a situation in which a person’s pride might get him or her into difficulty.
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.













	 1 
	protective
	 
	hardship
	 A 



	 2 
	maneuver
	 
	dock
	 B 



	 3 
	poverty
	 
	angry
	 C 



	 4 
	meander
	 
	beg
	 D 



	 5 
	morsel
	 
	bouquet
	 E 



	 6 
	quay
	 
	serious
	 F 



	 7 
	indignant
	 
	defensive
	 G 



	 8 
	retort
	 
	generosity
	 H 



	 9 
	implore
	 
	fragment
	 I 



	10
	grave
	 
	wander
	 J 



	11
	garland
	 
	answer
	 K 



	12
	charity
	 
	movement
	 L 
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Chapter Two











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	All three children had red hair.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	The children’s mother was afraid the children would be taken away and put in a home for poor children.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	The children’s names were Suzy, Paul and Evangeline.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Although Armand found the children to be quite talkative, he also secretly thought that they were not very bright.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	In the old days of Paris, at the close of the day they would ring bells in the market place to let the tramps know they were to stop begging and leave the area at once.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Suzy enjoyed attending school but Armand didn’t.














	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in this chapter.



	 
	 
	 a)
	Suzy tells Armand that he can live with them and draws out a room for him on the concrete with a piece of coal.



	 
	 
	 b)
	The children’s mother joins them.



	 
	 
	 c)
	Jojo appears on the scene, barking and sniffing at the baby buggy.



	 
	 
	 d)
	Paul apologizes to Armand.



	 
	 
	 e)
	Armand starts a fire with the branches and dead leaves.



	 
	 
	 f)
	Armand shares his food with the children.
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Chapter Two

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What events had caused the children to be in such a dire situation?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why do you think the children wanted Armand to stay with them?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why did the children’s mother object to them accepting food from Armand? What did Armand attribute her objections to? Do you agree?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What does Armand suggest to the mother that she should do with her children? How does she respond?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Describe Armand’s worried thoughts just before he drifted off to sleep.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Why didn’t the children go to school? Do you think their mother was correct in this matter?
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	Due to her present desperate circumstances, the children’s mother must have a lot of worries and concerns on her mind. She had to work all day and leave her children under a bridge; her children might be taken from her at any time; one of them could get sick; they are not going to school, etc. Imagine you are the children’s mother and write a journal entry expressing these concerns (and maybe another issue or two not mentioned here that would also be on her troubled mind).
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Chapter Three

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	In Chapter 3, Armand takes the children to see someone who makes a great impression on them. Have you met anyone in your life whom you were very excited to meet? Describe this experience, or imagine meeting a person you greatly admire.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	In this chapter, the children also meet someone who really looks down his nose at the hobo Armand. Why do you think some people do not have more respect for poor people such as the kind-hearted tramp in our story?
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.













	brazier
	immaculate
	vendor
	luscious



	mezzanine
	merchandise
	straggle
	implore



	haughty
	frantic












	1.
	“If you continue to _____________________,” his sister warned, “We will be late for the show.”



	2.
	“I _____________________ you,” he begged, “Don’t do it!”



	3.
	We purchased the fruit from a _____________________ by the side of the road.



	4.
	My mother was _____________________ with worry when my little sister disappeared.



	5.
	The department store had a fascinating array of _____________________ for sale.



	6.
	The children stopped and looked hungrily at the _____________________.



	7.
	Over forty people were crowded into the _____________________ and enjoyed watching the play from their seats above the stage.



	8.
	It was the most _____________________ and delicious steak I have ever tasted.



	9.
	When the prince stepped into the ballroom, his appearance was _____________________.



	10.
	My aunt can act very _____________________ and annoying when she is putting on airs.
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Chapter Three








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapter.



	 
	a)
	On Rue de _____________________, shoppers were buying earrings, suspenders, water-softeners and silk _____________________ from vendors.



	 
	b)
	Armand and the children passed a man with a brazier who was selling ___________________.



	 
	c)
	When the Calcet children first saw Father Christmas, they were _____________________.



	 
	d)
	Paul said that for Christmas he would like something to _____________________ and Evelyne said she would like a _____________________.



	 
	e)
	The store manager’s name was Monsieur _____________________.












	2.
	Use the words in the box to answer each question.



	 
	










	Starlings
	white
	mezzanine
	cheap
	house


















	 
	a)
	Armand told the children that the mechanical soldier was a _____________________ toy.



	 
	b)
	Armand’s nickname for children was _____________________.



	 
	c)
	The Calcet children told Father Christmas they wanted a ___________________ for Christmas.



	 
	d)
	The author refers to Jojo as the dog who should have been ________________.



	 
	e)
	To meet Father Christmas, they had to go up to the _____________________.
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Chapter Three

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What is ironic about Armand’s words to the pigeons, “Beggars! Always pestering folks for a handout”?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Armand employed an interesting strategy in distracting the hungry children’s attention away from foods such as the Christmas log cake. What was it?



	 
	 



	3.
	What problem did Father Christmas think there would be in delivering the Christmas present that the children asked for?



	 
	 



	4.
	What impression do you have of the following two characters introduced in this chapter:



	 
	• Father Christmas



	 
	 



	 
	• The floorwalker



	 
	 



	5.
	Why do you think Armand turned down the job mentioned by Father Christmas?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Describe your first impression of Armand’s response to the floorwalker at the end of the chapter. Was it effective? Why or why not?
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	Imagine you are Father Christmas in this story. During the day you meet many children, parents and interesting people like Armand. You hear many requests for gifts and are bossed around by the store manager. At the end of this busy day, write an entry in your journal briefly describing your day and giving a few thoughts regarding your unusual job.













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Four
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	amass
Armand
apologies
aye
blithely
bridge
Dame
elope
Evelyne
ever
final
flare
gouges
guess
gypsy
ice cream
immaculate
indignantly
inlaw
	kneels
liar
Louvre
mattress
needed
noggin
Palais
Paul
pigeons
royal
ruin
sedate
sly
Starlings
tramps
trust
united
yearly
YN
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	Across    

3. The youngest Calcet.

6. The novel’s main character.

9. Expressions of regret.

10. Cheerfully; merrily.

12. At all times.

13. Reliance; confidence.

15. Joined.

16. Having to do with a King or Queen.

18. To suppose or conjecture.

21. Neatly dressed.


	 

22. City birds.

25. One who avoids the truth.

27. Spoil; destroy.

28. Abbreviation for yeoman.

29. The _______________ (a Paris museum).

31. The end.

32. To gather or collect for oneself.

34. A summertime treat.

35. Mireli was one.


	Down

1. Calcet boy.

2. One ___________ before the Queen.

4. Run away to marry.

5. Slang for one’s head.

7. Part of one’s bed.

8. To calm or quiet.

9. A way of saying yes.

10. A word in the novel’s title.

11. Angrily.

14. Hobos.

17. Annually.


	 

19. To blaze or glow; to shine.

20. A nickname Armand gave to children.

22. _____________ Royal (a royal palace in Paris).

23. Digs or scoops out.

24. Required.

26. Family member by marriage.

30. Notre _______________ (a cathedral in Paris).

33. Crafty.













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Four

Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapter.

Armand wanted the children to see a fancy Christmas [image: ], so he led them to the main doors of the Palais [image: ]. There the children saw a scroll, which said the scene was from “The Marriage of [image: ].” The scene displayed a number of white-capped cooks bearing wondrous dishes to the wedding [image: ]. Suzy thought the wedding couple would one day live in a beautiful [image: ]. Armand asked the crowd for[image: ] to feed three fatherless [image: ] and an orphan [image: ]. After this, the old man treated them to [image: ]. Each of the children got[image: ] each. After his confrontation with [image: ] and his monkey, Armand declared that the man was a [image: ]. Armand then treated the children to [image: ], although the [image: ] were too hot to eat right away.









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Four

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Describe how Armand and the children raised money for something to eat.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What brought this episode to a sudden close?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	After lunch, who interrupted their concert and why did he do this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What caused Evelyne to be so sad when the children met their mother at the end of the day?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why Was Madame Calcet upset with Armand?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	The last sentence states that Armand clattered his buggy down the quay as noisily as he could so it would drown out the sound of the children’s laments and the dog’s howling. Why would he want to drown this out?



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]

	Imagine you are one of the Calcets — either the mother or one of the children. Compose a journal entry describing how you are feeling at the end of this chapter.















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Five

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	In this chapter, Armand is offered a job but turns it down. Why do you suppose he is not interested in working at a regular job?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What do you already know about gypsies? In a small group, brainstorm all you know about gypsies and record the information below.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 












	[image: ]  Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.


















	1.
	Armand scowled ferociously as he pushed his buggy along the river.



	 
	a)
	savagely
	b)
	determinedly
	c)
	sadly
	d)
	discouragingly



	2.
	Aunt Gertrude wore an outlandish hat to the party.



	 
	a)
	gorgeous
	b)
	weird
	c)
	diminutive
	d)
	inexpensive



	3.
	All of the shops along the darkened street had a dingy appearance.



	 
	a)
	mysterious
	b)
	bright
	c)
	grimy
	d)
	interesting



	4.
	After discussing the matter for a few minutes, the boys entered the dilapidated building.



	 
	a)
	mysterious
	b)
	delightful
	c)
	challenging
	d)
	ramshackle



	5.
	Despite her best intentions, Kristie still dressed in a most gaudy fashion.



	 
	a)
	modern
	b)
	quizzical
	c)
	colorful
	d)
	modest



	6.
	I did not expect the dog to be so immense.



	 
	a)
	ill-tempered
	b)
	large
	c)
	courageous
	d)
	disobedient



	7.
	Did you really think that Margie would assert her rights in such a manner?



	 
	a)
	affirm
	b)
	deny
	c)
	admit
	d)
	spell














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Five









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	What did the fisherman pull from the water while Armand watched?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	A sodden shoe.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	A squirming trout.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	A moldy suitcase.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	An old boot.



	 
	b)
	What did Armand attribute to keeping out the draft at the bridge he shared with the children?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	The sheet of canvas.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Several cardboard boxes.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	The number of people living there.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	The black lines on the concrete.



	 
	c)
	What did Armand wear on his head?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	A baseball cap.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	A toque.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	A beret.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Nothing.



	 
	d)
	The big central market where all the food comes into Paris is called:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	The Halles.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Rue de Rivoli.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	The Louvre.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	The Central Market.



	 
	e)
	Who broke up the dogfight?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Armand.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Mireli.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Suzy and Paul.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	The dogcatcher.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Five

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why did Armand not stay at the first bridge tunnel he came to in Chapter 5?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why did Armand say to the fisherman, “But that just goes to show we should never give up hope”?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What excuse did Armand make up in order to justify going back to see the children?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why were the children crying when Armand arrived back at the bridge?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why did the man in the market wear the outlandish hat?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	How did the Court of Miracles get its name?



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]

	Chapter 5 ends as a cliffhanger. Predict where you think this line of the plot will go. Will the children be able to get in touch with Father Christmas with their request? If so, how will the jolly old man handle such an unusual appeal?













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Six

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	In Chapter Six, we find that Madame Calcet does not have much respect for gypsies. From what you know about these people, why might Madame Calcet have a problem living among them?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why do you think it is important for gypsies to keep to themselves for the most part? (i.e. They do not send their children to school, or mix socially with outsiders.)



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.













	commandment
	highbrow
	persist
	bitter



	apologize
	mischievous
	descend
	courteous



	triumph
	distasteful












	1.
	I have never seen anyone ________________ that staircase so hurriedly.



	2.
	Before getting your reward for a job well done, I insist that you ________________ to the old woman whom you accidently insulted.



	3.
	Despite his infirmities, my grandfather is always most _______________ to everyone he meets.



	4.
	I find that even being in his presence is most ________________.



	5.
	Completing the twenty-six mile marathon was a ________________ of the will.



	6.
	My little sister always has a ________________ expression on her face.



	7.
	Aunt Gertrude refused to attend the soiree because it promised to be too ________________ for her liking.



	8.
	The grouchy old foreman had only one ________________ — always work your hardest.



	9.
	If you _______________ in making that silly noise, I will send you to your room without supper!



	10.
	Not getting a pony for my birthday was a ________________ pill to swallow.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Six











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Once the Calcet children were comfortably settled in Tinka’s house, they lost interest in getting one of their own.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Paul confessed that he would enjoy living like a gypsy.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	The thought of not attending school worried Paul a good deal.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Madame Calcet apologized to Armand for the way she had treated him.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Madame Calcet was very upset to learn that Armand had brought her children to the gypsies.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Mireli was willing to take only a small payment from Madame Calcet for letting her family stay with her.














	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in this chapter.



	 
	 
	 a)
	Suzy begins to teach Tinka how to read



	 
	 
	 b)
	Armand returns to the gypsy village with Madame Calcet.



	 
	 
	 c)
	Tinka tells the Calcet children stories of her travels.



	 
	 
	 d)
	Suzy asks Armand to inform Father Christmas as to where he can bring their house on Christmas.



	 
	 
	 e)
	Armand leaves to fetch Madame Calcet.



	 
	 
	 f)
	Madame Calcet eats the pigeon stew offered her.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Six

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Describe Madame Calcet’s reaction to being told by Armand about the two women who had visited the children under the bridge.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why did Madame Calcet walk a few paces behind Armand?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What are your thoughts about Armand’s statement to Madame Calcet: What good does it do to be honest if you aren’t kind and generous?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	How did Armand excuse the gypsies when Madame Calcet accused them of being thieves?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Does Armand’s excuse justify them in your own eyes? Defend your response.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Why did the gypsy children not attend school? What do you think of this practice?



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]

	Madame Calcet’s mind must surely have been in a panic by the end of this chapter. Imagine you are her and write a journal entry at the end of this exciting, yet tumultuous day. What are your thoughts regarding the gypsies you have just met? What will you do about finding your children a home? What about the old hobo that has been helping you and the children? So many thoughts must have been going through her mind.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Seven

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	It was mentioned earlier in the story that the gypsies of this novel did not have much of a conscience when it came to stealing. Predict how this might get them into trouble?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Think of a time in your own life when you were really disappointed. Why do you think disappointment is such a hard experience to endure?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 







[image: ]

Circle the correct word that most closely matches the meaning of the underlined word.














	1.
	Their family made a very demanding pilgrimage last month.



	 
	a)
	feast
	b)
	journey
	c)
	challenge
	d)
	assignment



	2.
	Saint Sara’s statue is in the crypt.



	 
	a)
	vault
	b)
	monument
	c)
	churchyard
	d)
	pyramids



	3.
	No one ever dreamed that Charlie’s uncle was such a distinguished person.



	 
	a)
	infamous
	b)
	heroic
	c)
	dishonest
	d)
	famous



	4.
	I could tell from her tone of voice that she was beginning to feel envious.



	 
	a)
	anxious
	b)
	joyous
	c)
	resentful
	d)
	bored



	5.
	They saw some old, worn vestments lying on the bedroom floor.



	 
	a)
	gowns
	b)
	parchments
	c)
	valuables
	d)
	potato peels



	6.
	Tinka looked at her with chagrin.



	 
	a)
	horror
	b)
	remoteness
	c)
	despondency
	d)
	annoyance














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Seven








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapter.



	 
	a)
	The day before Christmas, the Calcet children could talk of little else but the _____________________ on wheels.



	 
	b)
	Tinka wanted the Calcets to come with them to _____________________ in the spring.



	 
	c)
	There they would make a pilgrimage to the shrine of Saint _____________________.



	 
	d)
	_____________________ offered to drive Armand and the Calcets to the party.



	 
	e)
	Paul was delighted by the delicious smell of _____________________.



	 
	f)
	Suzy thought that the whole scene where the party was held looked like it had been made in a _____________________ shop.














	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.



	 
	








	Seine
	Notre Dame
	Plantes



	Tournelle
	quay


















	 
	a)
	The party was held under the _____________________ Bridge



	 
	b)
	The party was hosted by the people of _____________________ cathedral.



	 
	c)
	The party was held by the _____________________ River.



	 
	d)
	At the party, a large tent had been erected on the _____________________.



	 
	e)
	Nikki had cut down the Christmas tree in the Jardin des _____________________ and brought it home for the gypsies to enjoy.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Seven

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Describe the strategy used by Armand to help get the children’s minds off Father Christmas bringing them a house.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Despite the generosity of the people who hosted the party her family attended, Madame Calcet was still envious of others. Who was she envious of?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why do you think Madame Calcet was envious at a time like this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why do you think Madame Calcet told the girl bringing them their food, “I’m not really a tramp”?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What spoiled the party for Armand?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	How did Armand delay the news that Father Christmas would not be bringing the children a house?



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]

	Imagine you are Armand and write a journal entry describing the dilemma you are in with regard to the strange Christmas request the children have made. What will you do about it?














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Eight

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	An old expression says that there is honor among thieves. The gypsies in this novel are accused of being thieves. Do you think these gypsies are also honorable? Defend your response.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Elizabeth Cady Stanton wrote, Truth is the only safe ground to stand on. How did Armand’s stretching of the truth get him into difficulties in this novel? How might he get himself out of this difficulty?



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]
	Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure that the meaning of each word is clear in your sentence.










	Satisfied
	 



	 



	Confided
	 



	 



	Wrathfully
	 



	 



	Assured
	 



	 



	Traipsing
	 



	 



	Promotion
	 



	 



	Vague
	 



	 














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Eight







	1.
	Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapter.




Suzy confessed to Armand that she was worried about [image: ] because he didn’t seem to belong to their [image: ] anymore. Suzy complained that her brother even [image: ] like a gypsy and was learning to work with [image: ]. When the policeman came into the gypsy camp [image: ] asked if she could tell his [image: ]. Immediately the gypsies began packing up their [image: ] and tearing down their [image: ]. Armand told Paul that he wouldn’t be allowed to go with the gypsies because he had [image: ] [image: ]. He said the police would think the gypsies had [image: ] him. Petro said that they could use the money he had in his [image: ] and they would have to [image: ] along the way. Paul informed the others that he had tried to get a job at the [image: ]. When the policeman returned, Armand informed him that the gypsies left for [image: ] to visit a sick [image: ]. As the chapter ends, Armand informs the children that he is going to get a steady [image: ] so the family will have enough money to [image: ] a room.












	2.
	Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:



	 
	a)
	An old gypsy woman thought Nikki:
	b)
	The gypsies were going to:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	was to be put in the army.
	[image: ]
	A
	London.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	had robbed a bank.
	[image: ]
	B
	Marseilles.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	had run off to Austria.
	[image: ]
	C
	Normandy.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	had been killed.
	[image: ]
	D
	Provence



	 
	c)
	_____ wanted to leave with the gypsies.
	d)
	What did the gypsies leave for the Calcets?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Suzy.
	[image: ]
	A
	Some money.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Evelyne.
	[image: ]
	B
	A tent.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Paul.
	[image: ]
	C
	A scowl and a curse.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Armand.
	[image: ]
	D
	Their blessings.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Eight

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why did the policeman come into the gypsy camp?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What did the gypsies assume his visit meant?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What awful confession did Armand make to the children in this chapter?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	How had recent events been very unfortunate for poor Nikki?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What (or who) else appeared to be missing when the gypsies left? Who felt responsible for this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What news did the policeman bring upon his second visit?



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]

	Paul finds the gypsy lifestyle very attractive. What might his journal entry have looked like at the end of this exciting day? Imagine you are Paul. In your journal, list both the positive reasons for joining the gypsies as well as those reasons which would persuade you that it wouldn’t be such a good idea. See if you can think of at least three reasons for each category.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Nine

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	If the author decides to end the story on a happy note, predict how this might happen.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Should the author decide to end the story on an unhappy note, predict how she might accomplish this.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 







[image: ]

In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word which does not belong. Then write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.










	1.
	a) persist
	b) continue
	c) endure
	d) cease



	
	 













	2.
	a) plead
	b) beg
	c) reply
	d) request



	
	 













	3.
	a) melancholy
	b) practical
	c) useful
	d) realistic



	
	 













	4.
	a) respectable
	b) honest
	c) admirable
	d) corrupt



	
	 













	5.
	a) distinguished
	b) negligent
	c) outstanding
	d) venerable



	
	 













	6.
	a) hesitation
	b) pause
	c) procrastination
	d) gratification



	
	 














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Nine









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	Madame Calcet said that if a man is looking for work, he must look:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	hungry for a job.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	in the Classified ads.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	respectable.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	honest and humble.



	 
	b)
	Who trimmed Armand’s beard?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Suzy.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Madame Calcet.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Paul.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	A local barber.



	 
	c)
	When Armand went to see about the job, the vendors were already screaming about:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Christmas.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	the New Year.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Boxing Day.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Valentine’s Day.



	 
	d)
	The man Armand went to see first was Monsieur Latour, the haughty ____________.



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	watchman.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	floorwalker.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	policeman.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	maître d’.



	 
	e)
	Monsieur Latour thought he had seen Armand:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	at a party.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	shopping in his store.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	at a dog show.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	at a sailing competition.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Nine

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Armand is a man with many ideas. What new strategy does he suggest at the beginning of this chapter?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How did Armand prepare for seeking employment?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why did the job of a night watchman appeal to Armand?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Describe what Armand’s duties would be as a caretaker.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	List two disadvantages that Monsieur Brunot says about the job and one perk.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Describe your reaction to Monsieur Brunot’s assessment of Armand: “I can see by your appearance that you are sober and industrious.”



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]

	Imagine you are either Armand or one of the Calcets. From that character’s perspective, write a journal entry describing your feelings after the events described in this chapter.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Review

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	What is meant by the climax of a story? When does it usually occur in a novel?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why is it important for a story to have a climax?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Choose a word from the list that means the same as the underlined word.













	luscious
	soothe
	dismal
	immaculate



	haughty
	implore
	indignant
	meandering



	frantic
	outlandish












	 

	1.
	When she heard the news, Madame Calcet grew very distressed.



	 

	2.
	The boys pushed their raft out onto the wandering stream.



	 

	3.
	The magician placed a bizarre-looking hat on his assistant’s head.



	 

	4.
	The steak looked absolutely delectable sitting there on the barbeque.



	 

	5.
	The Detroit Red Wings did not expect their season to end on such a sorry note.



	 

	6.
	The children had never before met such a conceited person.



	 

	7.
	“I beg you to reconsider your decision,” the sheriff urged Billy the Kid.



	 

	8.
	Everyone thought that the ointment would alleviate the man’s pain.



	 

	9.
	My grandmother was most annoyed when the salesman made a pass at her.



	 

	10.
	The quilted bedspread was exquisite.















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Review











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	The gypsies were encamped near the old Court of Miracles.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Armand told the children, “I’m a mean, cranky old tramp, and I hate children and dogs and women.”



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Armand confessed to the children that he had forgotten his last name.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Titi was a street person who used a colorful parrot to help bring in money from passers-by.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	The Court of Miracles got its name from a story of how the Apostle Paul healed a lame man there.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Despite what the children had heard, Mireli assured the Calcets that in actual fact, gypsies were scrupulously honest and never resorted to stealing.














	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in the chapter.



	 
	 
	 a)
	The children suspect that the two women who visited them at the bridge will return with the authorities to take them away.



	 
	 
	 b)
	Armand takes the children to live with the gypsies.



	 
	 
	 c)
	A policeman visits the gypsy camp.



	 
	 
	 d)
	Armand finds three children living under the bridge in the spot where he usually made his home at that time of the year.



	 
	 
	 e)
	The children sing for their dinner.



	 
	 
	 f)
	Armand takes the children to see Father Christmas for the first time.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Review

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Where do you think the climax occurs in this novel?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Armand and Madame Calcet would seem to be very different characters. Compare three things about them (be sure to include both physical appearance and personality).



	 
	







	Criteria
	Armand
	Madame Calcet



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 








	3.
	Why do you think the Calcet children took to Armand almost from the start?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why did Armand feel that the gypsies would welcome having the Calcet children live with them?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What was your impression of the novel’s conclusion? Was it satisfying to you? Why or why not?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Describe your favorite scene in this novel. Why did it appeal to you?
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	In your final journal entry, describe your impressions of the novel. How did it make you feel? What did you learn?
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Chapters 1 to 2

Anagrams

An anagram is a word that is formed by changing the order of the letters of another word. For example, the letters in the word FROM can also form the word FORM. Follow these directions to form the anagrams:

a) Read the clue in the right-hand column.

b) Using the word in the left-hand column, move the letters around in any order, but you must use all the letters.

Each of the words in the left-hand column are found in the first two chapters of The Family Under the Bridge.










	Word
	Anagram
	Clue



	miracles
	 
	Recovers



	steal
	 
	The smallest part



	heart
	 
	A planet



	things
	 
	Characterized by darkness



	mate
	 
	mate Not wild



	pride
	 
	Levered open
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Chapters 3 to 4

Personification

Personification is a literary device in which non-humans are given human traits. An example from Chapter 3 is, “The little group headed for the great glass door of which the store was so proud.”

a) Why is the above sentence an example of personification?

b) Create your own imaginative examples of personification using the following items as the subjects of your sentences:

•   a child’s squeaky toy

•   a pumpkin

•   a melting popsicle









	[image: ]
	




Chapter 5

A Comic Strip

This activity is designed especially for students with an artistic flair or who love comic books! It can be done for events included in Chapter 5, or from Chapters 1 to 5. The first step is to decide on the length of your comic strip (6 to 12 frames is suggested). Next, consider what events you will include. You may wish to highlight a brief incident (i.e. The Calcet children enter the gypsy camp for the first time).

A quick sketch of the comic strip can first be accomplished in a storyboard format before a final, good copy is attempted. The strip should include a title, dialogue, and color. It should be neat and imaginative.
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Chapter 6

Gypsy Poems

Many songs and poems have been written about gypsies and the gypsy life over the years. The following lyrical poem was written by Bob Pfeffer:


My father, he’s the king of the gypsies, it is true

My mother, she learn-ed me some camping for to do

With my pack all on my back my friends all wished me well

I went down to London town some fortunes for to tell



Please note two things about how Bob Pfeffer constructed his lyrics.

•   First: the rhyming scheme for this poem is a-a-b-b.

•   Second: there are 13 syllables in each of the four lines.

Your task is to write your own gypsy poem. It should have at least four lines. Although, you may choose to make it a rhyming poem, this is not necessary. If you choose to make it a rhyming poem, please consider the rhyming scheme and the number of syllables (or beats) you write for each line.

When complete, you may wish to share your creation with a classmate — or recite it to the class.
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Chapter 7

Investigation

Your task is to select one of the items below — each of which is mentioned in Chapter 7. Using resources in your school library or the Internet, research information on the item of your choice. Prepare a short report of additional information to share with your classmates about this item. You should research at least three interesting facts for your report.

•   Saint Sara (or Saint Sarah), whose shrine is in Provence

•   Provence — a region in southeastern France

•   Tournelle Bridge (or Pont de la Tournelle) in Paris

•   sauerkraut

•   Jardin des Plantes park

•   Neuilly or Neuilly-sur-Seine (where Armand claimed the Calcets’ home was being built)
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Chapters 1 to 9

Worth Posting!

Your assignment is to write a brief review of The Family Under the Bridge for posting on a website. This is an opportunity to share your opinion of the novel with other young people who are considering whether to read the book or not.

Your review should be at least two paragraphs in length. One paragraph should briefly describe the plot (without giving away the ending). The second paragraph should give your impression of the novel. You may wish to interview a couple of your classmates so that you can include their opinions of the novel in your review as well.

When writing your impression, try to include one favorable comment and one suggestion as to how the novel might be improved.
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Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are even backwards.










	Armand
	Christmas
	halles
	laundry



	pantaloon
	bridge
	generous
	haughty



	Louvre
	pilgrimage
	Calcet
	gypsies



	industrious
	miracle
	vestments
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Comprehension Quiz








	Answer each question in a complete sentence.
	[image: ]



	1.
	Mireli and the other gypsies always spent their winters in ______________ and in the spring, traveled to ______________.



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	2.
	What circumstances led the Calcet children to having to live beneath the bridge?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	3.
	What were the names of the three Calcet children and their dog?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	4.
	Who did Armand take the children to see shortly after meeting them for the first time? Why did he do this?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	5.
	What news did Father Christmas tell Armand? What was Armand’s reaction?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	6.
	After visiting Father Christmas, how did Armand use the children to get enough money for them to eat?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	7.
	Why did Armand end up taking the children away from their home under the bridge? Where did he take them?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:  /15
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Comprehension Quiz








	8.
	How did the Court of Miracles get its name?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	9.
	A gypsy girl told the Calcets that they had sad clothes but happy hair. Why?
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	10.
	The gypsies lived in two types of homes. What were they?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	11.
	What was it about the gypsies that bothered Madame Calcet the most?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	12.
	What service was Suzy determined to provide for Tinka and the other gypsy children?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	13.
	Why did the gypsies pull up stakes and move on so suddenly?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	14.
	What momentous decision did Armand make in order to help the Calcets? What was the outcome of this decision?
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SUBTOTAL:  /12












	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. fastidious

2. urchins

3. buttress

4. tarnish

5. droll

6. loiter

7. gloat

8. niche

9. cower

10. dignity


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  B

b) [image: ]  C

c) [image: ]  B

d) [image: ]  D

e) [image: ]  A


	
   1.   

Paris, France — fairly recently (in the month of December).

   2.   

She seemed annoyed at him. He was a hobo.

   3.   

Answers will vary (i.e. It is an open air market; it sits in the Latin Quarter).

   4.   

He couldn’t abide them and called them Starlings. Answers will vary.

   5.   

He said he would tell his friend, Father Christmas, about their rude manners. It was effective for all the boys but one.

   6.   

He found 3 children huddled there. Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. G

2. L

3. A

4. J

5. I

6. B

7. C

8. K

9. D

10. F

11. E

12. H


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    T 

c)    F 

d)    F 

e)    F 

f)    T 

   2.   

a) 2

b) 5

c) 1

d) 6

e) 3

f) 4
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   1.   

Their father died and the landlady had put them out for not paying the rent.

   2.   

Answers will vary (i.e. They felt sorry for him).

   3.   

She said that they weren’t beggars and that she could provide for them. Pride. Answers will vary.

   4.   

She should put them in a charity home. Families should stick together.

   5.   

He was worried that he would never again be completely on his own.

   6.   

The teachers might ask questions and find they didn’t have a place to live. Answers will vary.





	
11

	
12

	
13

	
14

	
15

	
16
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. straggle

2. implore

3. vendor

4. frantic

5. merchandise

6. brazier

7. mezzanine

8. luscious

9. immaculate

10. haughty


	
   1.   

a) Rivoli, scarves

b) chestnuts

c) frightened

d) eat, doll

e) Latour

   2.   

a) cheap

b) Starlings

c) house

d) white

e) mezzanine


	
   1.   

Hobos like Armand are often beggars.

   2.   

He told them it tasted like medicine.

   3.   

A house would be impossible to deliver on his donkey’s back.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

Answers will vary (i.e. He didn’t want to be tied down).

   6.   

Answers will vary (i.e. He turned the tables on the floorwalker by hinting that his store wasn’t good enough for them)


	
Vocabulary

Across

3. Evelyne
6. Armand
9. apologies
10. blithely
12. ever
13. trust
15. united
16. royal
18. guess
21. immaculate
22. pigeons
25. liar
27. ruin
28. YN
29. Louvre
31. final
32. amass
34. ice cream
35. gypsy

Down

1. Paul
2. kneels
4. elope
5. noggin
7. mattress
8. sedate
9. aye
10. bridge
11. indignantly
14. tramps
17. yearly
19. flare
20. Starlings
22. Palais
23. gouges
24. needed
26. inlaw
30. Dame
33. sly


	
a) window

b) Royal

c) Tartine

d) feast

e) castle

f) alms; g) children

h) dog; i) pancakes

j) three; k) Titi

l) fake

m) chestnuts;

n) shells


	
   1.   

He had the children sing and took donations from the crowd.

   2.   

The floorwalker made them stop.

   3.   

A man with a monkey was upset that they were begging in his area.

   4.   

Unlike her brother and sister, she had not saved her mother anything to eat.

   5.   

She didn’t like the idea of the children begging.

   6.   

Answers will vary (i.e. He felt badly to be leaving them).
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. a

2. b

3. c

4. d

5. c

6. b

7. a


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  A

b) [image: ]  D

c) [image: ]  C

d) [image: ]  A

e) [image: ]  B


	
   1.   

Fireboats were moored there and he knew it would be too busy.

   2.   

The shoe he pulled from the river was “the mate” to a shoe Armand recently found.

   3.   

He went back to complain about them putting him off his property.

   4.   

Two women had been there and had gone to get someone.

   5.   

He could lift 440 pounds.

   6.   

It was miraculous how the beggars who gathered there were restored to health every night.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. descend

2. apologize

3. courteous

4. distasteful

5. triumph

6. mischievous

7. highbrow

8. commandment

9. persist

10. bitter


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    T 

c)    F 

d)    T 

e)    T 

f)    F 

   2.   

a) 5

b) 3

c) 1

d) 6

e) 2

f) 4
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   1.   

She was very upset.

   2.   

She didn’t want to be seen walking with a hobo.

   3.   

Answers will vary.

   4.   

He said they meant no harm and that they didn’t know about the commandment against stealing.

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

They traveled around too much. It was not a priority in their society. Answers will vary.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. b

2. a

3. d

4. c

5. a

6. d


	
   1.   

a) house

b) Provence

c) Sara

d) Nikki

e) sauerkraut

f) bakery

   2.   

a) Tournelle

b) Notre Dame

c) Seine

d) quay

e) Plantes


	
   1.   

He took them to a big Christmas Eve party.

   2.   

The people eating in the fashionable restaurant overlooking the bridge.

   3.   

Answers will vary.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

The children kept speaking about the house that Father Christmas would bring them on Christmas.

   6.   

He told them it was being built but would take some time.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

a) Paul
b) family c) stood
d) copper
e) Mireli f) fortune
g) belongings
h) tents
i) red j) hair
k) kidnapped
l) pocket m) work
n) Halles
o) Normandy
p) relative
q) job
r) rent

   2.   

a)  [image: ]  A  

[image: ]  b)  D

c)  [image: ]  C  

[image: ]  d)  B


	
   1.   

He was looking for Nikki.

   2.   

They thought Nikki was to be arrested for cutting down the Christmas tree.

   3.   

There would be no new house for the Calcets.

   4.   

He had lost his wallet with his week’s earnings in it.

   5.   

Paul. Armand.

   6.   

Nikki’s wallet had been found and it contained a winning lottery ticket.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Explanations will vary.

1. d

2. c

3. a

4. d

5. b

6. d


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  C

b) [image: ]  A

c) [image: ]  B

d) [image: ]  B

e) [image: ]  C


	
   1.   

That he gets a job and he lives with the Calcets to help them pay for a place to live.

   2.   

He took a bath, had his clothes mended and his beard trimmed.

   3.   

He could rest all day and take a couple of walks around the building at night.

   4.   

Give tenants their keys; distribute the mail; put out the trash.

   5.   

It ties one down; the pay is low. Living quarters go with the job.

   6.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. frantic

2. meandering

3. outlandish

4. luscious

5. dismal

6. haughty

7. implore

8. soothe

9. indignant

10. immaculate


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    T 

c)    T 

d)    F 

e)    F 

f)    F 

   2.   

a) 4

b) 5

c) 6

d) 1

e) 3

f) 2
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   1.   

Answers will vary (i.e. When they move into their new home in the last chapter).

   2.   

Answers will vary.

   3.   

Answers will vary (i.e. They didn’t have a father; he was kind; it was like having a grandfather).

   4.   

Answers will vary (i.e. He knew that they would be kind and understanding).

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

Answers will vary.
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Word Search Puzzle


[image: ]




	
   1.   

Paris, Provence.

   2.   

Their father died and their mother did not have enough money to pay the rent.

   3.   

Suzy, Paul, Evelyne and Jojo.

   4.   

Father Christmas. So he would know where the children were now living.

   5.   

That Monsieur Latour was looking for a night watchman. He wasn’t interested.

   6.   

He got them to sing and took donations from the passersby.

   7.   

Two women had found the children and were probably going to report them to the authorities. To the gypsy encampment.


	
   8.   

The beggars who pretended to be lame gathered there in the evenings and it was evident that they in fact were healthy.

   9.   

Their clothes were old and tattered, but they had red hair.

   10.   

Tents and caravans.

   11.   

She said they were thieves.

   12.   

To teach them how to read.

   13.   

A policeman came looking for Nikki. They thought he was to be arrested for cutting down the Christmas tree.

   14.   

To apply for a job. He got a job as a caretaker of a building, where he could live with the Calcets.
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