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The Hundred Penny Box









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates some understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a considerable understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	Content

• Information and details relevant to focus

	Elements are incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements are complete; details missing

	All required elements are complete; key details contain some description

	All required elements are complete; enough description for clarity




	Style

• Effective word choice and originality

• Precise language

	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language




	Conventions

• Spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention














	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.

Introduction
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Our literature kit is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. Our guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities that match the student’s abilities.

Our literature kit divides the novel by sections and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include family values, adapting to a changing home environment, family relationships, and a friendship that involves a great difference in the characters’ ages. The Hundred Penny Box provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion because of its vivid portrayal of the central characters, Aunt Dew and Michael, and their bond that will change him for the rest of his life.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.









	[image: ]
	 
	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns—just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of The Hundred Penny Box. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	CHARACTERS, PLACES, AND TIMES
Students are asked to select a character, place or event that matches the descriptors, and give a reason for their choice. The teacher may choose to do this analysis with a small group of students who are ready for this activity or as a whole group with strong direction from the teacher. Students will identify aspects of the personality of the characters, features of a particular setting, and provide details of emotional events. An enrichment activity might include a similar exercise comparing these traits with another novel with which the students are familiar.
Found on Page 53.











	CHARACTER DESCRIPTIONS
Each character in this novel has a change of lifestyle when Aunt Dew comes to live with the family. Throughout the novel, we watch the characters struggle with their life situation and get a glimpse of the qualities they possess as parents, a young boy, and an old woman — all of whom are trying to function within this family.
Found on Page 54.
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	MAP IT OUT
The Hundred Penny Box is a heartwarming novel dealing with themes of family values and a special friendship that crosses age barriers. This novel has an unusual setting (mainly in the bedroom of the family home), and a developing story of Michael trying to protect Aunt Dew’s penny box from his mother’s wishes to replace or destroy it. In Map It Out, students are asked to complete each section with details from the novel.
Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies








	WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY




	This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.
Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.
After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.
Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.
A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.
Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.
Bonus Sheets are also available online.





	The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the story

The Hundred Penny Box is a touching story of the relationship between a young boy and his very old great-great-aunt. Aunt Dewbert, who is one hundred years old, has come to live with Michael and his parents. Their living quarters are small and Michael has to give up his room to Aunt Dew. She has very few possessions but her most prized one is an old wooden box that contains one hundred pennies — one for each year of her life. Aunt Dew often tells Michael that her life is in that box and to take the box away from her would be to take away her very life.

Michael and Aunt Dew play a special game with the hundred penny box. He chooses a penny from the box and then she tells him something that happened in the year it was minted. As the pair spend more and more time together, Michael comes to realize that Aunt Dew is very old and feeble. Some days her mind is very clear and the game goes well; but other days, she confuses Michael for his father or she just wants to sing to herself. Michael’s love for his elderly Aunt interferes with his understanding of how aging has affected her.








	Suggestions for Further Reading
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	OTHER STORIES BY SHARON BELL MATHIS
The Fire Escape © 1969

Sidewalk Story © 1986

Teacup Full of Roses © 1987

Listen for the Fig Tree © 1990

Running Girl © 1997

Ray Charles © 2001
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OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

Eleanor Estes, The Hundred Dresses © 1944

Rumer Godden, The Doll’s House © 1947

Pearl S. Buck, The Big Wave © 1948

Eleanor Coerr, Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes © 1977

Paul Goble, The Girl Who Loved Wild Horses © 1978

Patricia MacLachlan, Sarah, Plain and Tall © 1985

Sid Fleischman, The Whipping Boy © 1986
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List of Vocabulary


SECTION 1

• comfortable • decent • coffee • miserable • drowned • tip-toed




SECTION 2

• wrinkled • precious • dresser • whacked • exactly • stomach • furnace • closet




SECTION 3

• staring • record player • Victrola • humming • fists • clenched • wacky-dacky • stuff




SECTION 4

• impatiently • basement • quilt • puny-looking • suitcase • junk • britches




SECTION 5

• hollering • hunk • stiff • plank • splinter • desperate • skinny • lid • sack




SECTION 6

• nap • narrow • bothering • meatloaf • sneak • washcloth




SECTION 7

• celery • irritable • hugging • counter • mahogany • clumsy • protected • monsters




SECTION 8

• heap • stumble • snatched • velvet • stubborn • ceiling • perspiration




SECTION 9

• patted • frail • roasted • freight • Chicago




SECTION 10

• covers • propped • wispy • strands • cottonmouth • murmured • disappear • beneath • hush
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Sharon Bell Mathis
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Born February 26th, 1937 in Atlantic City, New Jersey, Sharon Bell Mathis became interested in reading and writing at a very early age. As a small child, she would sit at the kitchen table and try to create words from letters of the alphabet. Once she learned to read, she looked for every different kind of book she could find. Her parents provided her with a huge selection of reading material and encouraged her to write plays, poems and stories. Mathis graduated from Morgan State University in 1960 and began her teaching career. She decided against becoming a full time author as she feared she would not be able to make a living by doing so.

Her career as a children’s author began in 1969 with the publication of The Fire Escape. As a child, one of Sharon Bell Mathis’ favorite places to sit and read was the fire escape above the back yard. It was her private sanctuary where she could let her imagination run wild and keep company with trolls and giants, kings and queens and all sorts of imaginary characters.

Mathis’ books for children have won recognition and awards: Sidewalk Story was chosen as a Child Study Association of America’s Children’s Books of the Year; The Hundred Penny Box received a Newbery Honor; Ray Charles won the Coretta Scott King Author Award and Teacup Full of Roses won an ALA Notable award. All of her stories reflect her caring for young people and her encouragement for them to be proud of their black heritage.
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• Sharon Bell Mathis has had many careers: teacher, librarian and media specialist, columnist for Ebony Jr.! magazine, and, of course, an author!

• She encourages young writers to follow the ideas of their imagination and to convert those ideas into stories.

• The Hundred Penny Box was inspired by her times with her own grandfather who also kept a collection of pennies.
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Section One

(From the beginning to the paragraph “ “Hold tight, Ruth,” he had heard his father say that night.”)







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	A good title gives us some information about the story. What does the title of this story tell you about it?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Aunt Dew’s house was in Atlanta, Georgia. Find three facts about this city.
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.











	comfortable
	decent
	coffee



	miserable
	drowned
	tip-toed










	1.
	We ____________ past the bedroom because we didn’t want to wake up the baby.



	2.
	Mom likes to sit on the deck and drink her _____________.



	3.
	This old chair is a very ____________ place to sit and read.



	4.
	In early times, many sailors ____________ at sea during a storm.



	5.
	Having a cold makes people feel ____________.



	6.
	My Uncle Jack is a kind and ____________ man.
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Section One

(From the beginning to the paragraph “ “Hold tight, Ruth,” he had heard his father say that night.”)











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.




	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Michael wanted to play with the hundred penny box because all of his friends were busy.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Sometimes Aunt Dew called Michael by the name “John”.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Aunt Dew liked Michael’s mother the best of all the people in the family.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Michael’s father wished that Aunt Dew hadn’t come to live with them.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Sometimes Michael listened in on his parents’ conversations.






2.  Number the events from  1  to  5  in the order they occurred in this section.









	 
	 
	a)
	Michael’s dad explained that Aunt Dew gave him a home when his own parents died.



	 
	 
	b)
	Michael wished that Aunt Dew would wake up and tell him stories.



	 
	 
	c)
	Aunt Dew came to live with Michael’s family.



	 
	 
	d)
	Michael was listening while his parents were talking about Aunt Dew.



	 
	 
	e)
	Michael’s parents went to Atlanta to bring back Aunt Dew.
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Section One

(From the beginning to the paragraph “ “Hold tight, Ruth,” he had heard his father say that night.”)







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	What did Michael have to give up when Aunt Dew came to live with them?



	 
	 



	2.
	How do you think Michael would feel about his new living arrangement?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why does Aunt Dew sometimes call Michael by the name “John”?



	 
	 



	4.
	Michael’s mother says, “She doesn’t like me. I know it. I can tell. I do everything to make her comfortable ----” Why does she feel this way?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why has Aunt Dew come to live with Michael and his parents?



	 
	 



	6.
	Michael’s father says he owes it to Aunt Dew to look after her now. Why does he feel this way?
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	Pretend you are Michael and you are keeping a diary starting with the day that Aunt Dew moves in. Describe the day she arrived, what she brought with her and where her room will be. Then include some of the things you learn about her during the first weeks she lives with you.
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Section Two

(From the paragraph “But he was tired of remembering…” to the paragraph) “”Mike, did you say no to me?”.”)







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	Would you find it difficult to have an older family member come to live in your house? Why or why not?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What changes would you have to make in your house if an older family member moved in?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What would be the best thing about having an older family member
live with you?
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.













	 1 
	wrinkled
	 
	a place to burn things
	 A 



	 2 
	precious
	 
	to hit or to be hit
	 B 



	 3 
	whacked
	 
	having many lines
	 C 



	 4 
	exactly
	 
	rare or important
	 D 



	 5 
	stomach
	 
	a place to hang up clothes
	 E 



	 6 
	furnace
	 
	to be very close
	 F 



	 7 
	closet
	 
	where your food goes to be digested
	 G 
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Section Two

(From the paragraph “But he was tired of remembering…” to the paragraph “ “Mike, did you say no to me?”.”)









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.




	 
	a)
	What did Aunt Dew like?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Cooking



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Singing



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Reading



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Cleaning



	 
	b)
	The penny box was…
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	A
	large, scratched and metal.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	small, lightweight and painted.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	small, heavy and rusted.
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	D
	large, scratched and wooden.



	 
	c)
	What did Aunt Dew’s “moving to the music” mean?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Humming and moving her head back and forth.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Rocking quickly in her chair.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Dancing.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Singing.



	 
	d)
	Why did Michael leave Aunt Dew’s room?
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	A
	She was singing her long song.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	She was sleeping.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	She told him to leave.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	She heard his mother calling him.



	 
	e)
	Where did Michael and Aunt Dew hide her things?
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	A
	Under the bed.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Behind the dresser.
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	C
	In the closet.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	In the basement.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Two

(From the paragraph “But he was tired of remembering…” to the paragraph “ “Mike, did you say no to me?”.”)







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	Why did Michael want Aunt Dew to stop singing?



	 
	 



	2.
	Why didn’t Aunt Dew stop singing when Michael asked her to?



	 
	 



	3.
	Sometimes we say that older people are “set in their ways”. What does that mean?



	 
	 



	4.
	Is Aunt Dew “set in her ways”? Why or why not?



	 
	 



	5.
	Michael is obedient most of the time. Why would he refuse to give the penny box to his mother?



	 
	 



	6.
	Michael’s mother has thrown many of Aunt Dew’s old and broken things into the furnace. Do you think it was alright for her to get rid of these things? Give reasons for your opinion.
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	Imagine you are Michael and write about your refusal to give up the penny box to your mother. Include your ideas about your mother burning some of Aunt Dew’s belongings and what your father might say and do if he knew that had happened.
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Section Three

(From the paragraph “ “I mean,” Michael said…” to the paragraph “ “Can I hide the hundred penny box, Aunt Dew,”…”)







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	In this Section, Aunt Dew calls Michael “John” or “John Boy” and he doesn’t correct her. Why do you think Michael is so patient with her?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Michael is an only child living in a strange home. List three things that are different between your world and Michael’s.












	 
	Michael’s Life
	 
	Your Life



	a)
	 
	a)
	 



	b)
	 
	b)
	 



	c)
	 
	c)
	 





[image: ] Use the words in the list to complete the chart. Look for words that mean the SAME as the words or word groups.








	staring
	record player
	victorla



	humming
	fists
	clenched



	wacky-dacky
	stuff
	 












	Meaning
	Words



	1. looking straight without blinking

	 



	2. held tightly together

	 



	3. a name for an old-fashioned record player

	 



	4. a slang word meaning “things”

	 



	5. hands with tightly closed fingers

	 



	6. a machine that plays records

	 



	7. a slang word meaning “silly looking”

	 



	8. singing with the lips closed; making a soft sound
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Section Three

(From the paragraph “ “I mean,” Michael said…” to the paragraph “ “Can I hide the hundred penny box, Aunt Dew,”…”)








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the section.



	 
	a)
	“Aunt Dew won’t go to ___________ if she doesn’t see her box in the ___________.”



	 
	b)
	“Get mine. My own ___________, the one your father give me.”



	 
	c)
	“Momma can’t throw ___________ out.”



	 
	d)
	“When I lose my ___________ penny ___________ I lose me.”



	 
	e)
	“Them’s my ___________ in that box,” she said. “That’s ___________ in that box.”



	 
	f)
	“Can I ___________ the hundred penny box, Aunt Dew?” Michael asked, hoping she would say ___________ and not ask him why.










	2.
	Michael says the hundred penny box is “an old cracked-up, wacky-dacky box with the top broken.” Draw and color a picture to show what the hundred penny box might look like.
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Section Three

(From the paragraph “ “I mean,” Michael said…” to the paragraph “ “Can I hide the hundred penny box, Aunt Dew,”…”)







	Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.



	1.
	Why does Michael tell his mother that Aunt Dew won’t go to sleep if she doesn’t see the penny box in the corner?



	 
	 



	2.
	What is Aunt Dew’s favorite song, and why do you think she likes it so much?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	How does Aunt Dew “dance” to the music? Give at least three details.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What does Aunt Dew mean when she says, “When I lose my hundred penny box, I lose me”?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why does Michael want to hide the hundred penny box?
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	In a journal entry, tell how you feel about Michael’s mother throwing out Aunt Dew’s things. Discuss both sides of this idea. Should his mother throw out some things? Is it ever wrong to throw out another person’s belongings? What would you do about Aunt Dew’s old and broken things?
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Section Four

(From the paragraph “ “No, don’t hide my hundred penny box!” to the sentence “ “Your daddy, brand-new little britches on,…””)







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	In this Section, Michael tries to convince Aunt Dew to let him hide the hundred penny box. What are some strategies you can use to convince people to do something? List two different plans you might try.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Sometimes older people don’t like change or other people telling them what to do. What do you predict Aunt Dew will say or do when Michael suggests hiding the box?



	 
	 



	 
	 





[image: ] Match the words in the list with their definitions below.








	impatiently
	basement
	quilt



	britches
	puny-looking
	suitcase



	junk
	 
	 










	a)
	___________ : things that are useless



	b)
	___________ : a cloth blanket



	c)
	___________ : the lowest level in a house



	d)
	___________ : trousers or pants



	e)
	___________ : it is used when traveling



	f)
	___________ : not wanting to wait or take time



	g)
	___________ : someone who looks small or skinny
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Section Four

(From the paragraph “ “No, don’t hide my hundred penny box!” to the sentence “ “Your daddy, brand-new little britches on,…””)

1. Complete the sentences by filling in each blank with the correct words from the section.

Michael’s father, John, loved the tall [image: ] and wide [image: ] at Aunt Dew’s house. He loved those trees so much because there were none where he lived in the [image: ]. Almost as soon as he arrived, he would be out [image: ] up and [image: ] out of the trees.

One day, Michael’s parents, [image: ] and [image: ] went out on the water. Aunt Dew had a funny [image: ] she couldn’t explain. She was worried about the old [image: ]. She thought it was nothing but a piece of [image: ]. But John said they were taking it out anyway. Aunt Dew looked out and saw them on the water. Then there wasn’t [image: ] . They were both [image: ]. The boat turned over, going [image: ].
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Section Four

(From the paragraph “ “No, don’t hide my hundred penny box!” to the sentence “ “Your daddy, brand-new little britches on,…””)







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	Aunt Dew doesn’t want Michael to hide the hundred penny box. He tries to convince her by saying “Just in case”. What do you think he means by that?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why is Michael annoyed when Aunt Dew asks his mother’s name?



	 
	 



	3.
	Explain in your own words “you worry me to death to play”.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	“ “See that tree out there?” Aunt Dew said and pointed her finger straight toward the window with the large tree pressed up against it. Michael knew exactly what she’d say.” Why does Michael know exactly what she is going to say?



	 
	 



	5.
	Find a sentence in this section that proves that John was excited to start climbing trees. Write the sentence you found.
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	In your journal entry, write about why it is sometimes hard to talk to Aunt Dew about everyday things. Use some examples from this section to help you. Give some ideas on how to help her remember things.
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Section Five

(From the sentence “ “No hollering.” to the sentence “ “Was her fourth husband and she want a dress full of bow-ribbons.””)







	





	[image: ]



	bare-waisted 
britches
 cursing
 decent
 depression
 desperate
 hollering
 hunk
 lid
 plank
 pneumonia
 roseprint
 sack
 splinter
 stiff
 sweat






	[image: ]











	Across
	Down



	2. another name for a bag

6. not wearing a shirt

10. a cover for something

11. a time in history when people had very little money

13. in a difficult situation

15. fabric having a design of tiny roses


	1. a disease of the lungs

3. swearing, using bad language

4. yelling

5. to perspire

6. pants, trousers

7. not bending easily

8. good, worthy

9. slang word for a piece of something

12. a very small piece of wood

14. a board, a wide piece of wood
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Section Five

(From the sentence “ “No hollering.” to the sentence “ “Was her fourth husband and she want a dress full of bow-ribbons.””)









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.




	 
	a)
	What did Aunt Dew try to give to John after the boat sank?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	A drink of water.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	A glass of milk.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	A big hunk of potato pie.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	A chocolate chip cookie.



	 
	b)
	What did John do after they found the boat?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	He tried to fix it.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	He took it all apart.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	He sold it.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	He gave it away.



	 
	c)
	How were the pennies stored in the box?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Wrapped in tissue paper.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Wrapped in newspaper.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Just placed in the box.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Placed in a rose print sack.



	 
	d)
	What important event in Aunt Dew’s life happened in 1901?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Her twin sons were born.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	She got married.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	She sewed a special wedding dress.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Big John came to visit.



	 
	e)
	What sad event happened in 1930?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Big John and Junie drowned.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Aunt Dew’s house burned down.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Aunt Dew’s husband died.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Aunt Dew lost some of her pennies.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Five

(From the sentence “ “No hollering.” to the sentence “ “Was her fourth husband and she want a dress full of bow-ribbons.””)







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	In your own words, describe what John did with the boat when they found it.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Michael and Aunt Dew disagree about hiding the hundred penny box. Michael thinks they should hide it because ______________________



	 
	 



	 
	and Aunt Dew thinks they shouldn’t hide it because _______________



	3.
	Aunt Dew marked each year of her life with a penny. She also connected them to important events. Complete the chart with events from this section.











	Year
	Aunt Dew’s age
	Important Events



	1874
	She was born
	 



	1901
	 
	 



	1930
	 
	 










	4.
	Read the paragraph telling about Henry Thomas dying. How do you know that the Thomas family were very poor? Find proof from the story.



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	In a journal entry, tell about situations (like hiding the hundred penny box) where Aunt Dew can be very stubborn. Include some ways you would try to convince her to do things your way.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Six

(From the sentence “ “Henry the one started that box,…” to the sentence “He moved them down a little…”)







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	In this Section, Michael’s mother will insist that Aunt Dew take a nap even though she doesn’t want to go to sleep. Do you think older people should nap every afternoon? Give reasons for your ideas.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Michael spends a great deal of his time entertaining and talking with Aunt Dew. Why do you think he does this?



	 
	 



	 
	 





[image: ]Synonyms are words that are similar in meaning. Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word(s).








	nap
	narrow
	bothering



	meatloaf
	sneak
	washcloth











	 
	1.
	Dad had a difficult time driving along that not very wide dirt road.



	 
	2.
	Tonight for dinner we are having ground meat mixed with spices, mashed potatoes and vegetables.



	 
	3.
	Mom told me to clean the mud off my face with a soft cloth, soap and water.



	 
	4.
	Grandpa likes to have a short sleep each afternoon.



	 
	5.
	We wanted to play outside after dark but the mosquitoes were pestering us and biting us.



	 
	6.
	When we play Hide and Seek, I try to creep quietly to Home.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Six

(From the sentence “ “Henry the one started that box,…” to the sentence “He moved them down a little…”)











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.




	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Aunt Dew thought Michael’s name should be John, the same as his father.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Aunt Dew doesn’t like taking a nap just because she is told to by Michael’s mother.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Michael’s mother doesn’t help Aunt Dew get ready for her nap.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Michael hid the hundred penny box under his parents’ bed.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Michael decided not to tell Aunt Dew where he was going to hide the hundred penny box.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	When Michael tiptoed into Aunt Dew’s room, she was crying.














	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in this section.



	 
	 
	a)
	Michael had an idea that he would hide the hundred penny box in the basement.



	 
	 
	b)
	Michael’s mother took the sack of pennies out of his hand.



	 
	 
	c)
	Michael thought Aunt Dew was sleeping but she was crying.



	 
	 
	d)
	Michael’s mother told Aunt Dew it was time for her afternoon nap.



	 
	 
	e)
	Michael went into his parents’ bedroom to play.



	 
	 
	f)
	Very quietly, Michael crept into Aunt Dew’s room to tell her his idea.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Six

(From the sentence “ “Henry the one started that box,…” to the sentence “He moved them down a little…”)







	Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.



	1.
	In this Section, we learn more about the personalities of the characters. Read the descriptions for each character below. Find proof in the story of that quality and record it on the chart.











	Character
	Quality
	Proof from the story



	Mother
	1. caring
	1.



	 
	2. determined
	2.



	Aunt Dew
	1. sad
	1.



	 
	2. stubborn
	2.



	Michael
	1. agreeable
	1.



	 
	2. creative thinker
	2.











	2.
	Michael’s mother says, “If you want to play go in my room. Play there or in the living room. And don’t go bothering Aunt Dew. She needs her rest.”



	 
	a)
	Why do you think Michael plays inside instead of going outdoors?



	 
	 



	 
	b)
	Do you think Michael has many friends? Give reasons for your opinion.



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Write a journal entry about deciding to hide the hundred penny box in the basement. Why would this be a good place for it? What are the chances someone would look down there for it? Why will Michael show Aunt Dew its hiding place?














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Seven

(From the sentence “He waited to see if she’d stop crying…” to the sentence “ “So you held onto that teddy bear…”)







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	Having Aunt Dew come to live in their small house created some problems for Michael’s family. What are some of the problems the family now face?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Michael likes having Aunt Dew live in their house. Give some reasons why he feels this way.



	 
	 



	 
	 





[image: ]Match the words from the list to their meanings below.








	celery
	mahogany
	irritable



	counter
	clumsy
	hugging



	protected
	monsters
	 











	 
	a)
	a crunchy green vegetable



	 
	b)
	awkward, not moving easily



	 
	c)
	squeezing with one’s arms



	 
	d)
	working space in a kitchen



	 
	e)
	a kind of rich-looking wood



	 
	f)
	imaginary, scary creatures



	 
	g)
	kept safe from harm



	 
	h)
	cranky, not in a good mood














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Seven

(From the sentence “He waited to see if she’d stop crying…” to the sentence “ “So you held onto that teddy bear…”)

1. Complete the sentences by filling in each blank with the correct words from the section.

Michael was upset because Aunt Dew was [image: ]. He said no one should have to go to sleep if they were not [image: ]. He told his mother they were just [image: ]. Finally his mother tells him to stop that [image: ] and that [image: ] and leave her [image: ]. Later his mother put her arm around him and [image: ] him; but he didn’t feel like [image: ] her back.

Michael’s mother was going to give Aunt Dew a tiny [image: ] chest for her little sack of [image: ]. Michael knew that Aunt Dew wouldn’t like this idea. “ You don’t care about Aunt Dew’s [image: ],” he yelled.

Then Michael’s mother told him a story about a [image: ] [image: ] he had when he was little. It had a crooked [image: ] because Michael kept it [image: ] all the time. He slept with it, [image: ] it and [image: ]with it. His father wanted to get rid of it but his mother said “[image: ]”. She thought one day Michael wouldn’t [image: ] it anymore.









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Seven

(From the sentence “He waited to see if she’d stop crying…” to the sentence “ “So you held onto that teddy bear…”)







	Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.



	1.
	Cause and Effect — A cause is the reason something happened. An effect is the event that happened. Look in the story for events that happened because of these causes (reasons). Write your answers on the chart.










	Cause
	Effect



	a) Because Aunt Dew was crying…

	Michael ____________________
___________________________



	b) Because Michael was upset with his mother…

	he started to ________________
___________________________



	c) Because Michael was yelling and screaming at his mother…

	she told him ________________
___________________________



	d) Because Michael’s mother felt sorry for their argument…

	she came down the hall and ___
___________________________



	e) Because Michael was still angry with his mother…

	he _________________________
___________________________



	f) Because Michael’s mother really disliked the old wooden box…

	she had decided to ___________
___________________________










	2.
	Explain in your own words the meaning of: “Michael yelled and didn’t care if he did get smacked.”



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Today Michael thought about how grown-ups never care about anything unless it was their own. Tell why he would think that way. Give an example from the story. He made a decision about what he was going to be like when he grew up. What will you be like when you grow up? How are you going to be different from most of the grown-ups that you know? Why is this important to you?














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Eight

(From the sentence “ “Then, one day, you didn’t play with it anymore.”” to the sentence “ “I’m sorry Momma’s mean to you.””)







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	a) What are some objects young children keep for their comfort? What did you keep for a long time?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	b) What are some objects older people might want to keep?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Aunt Dew wants to keep the hundred penny box within her sight at all times. Why do you think she wants to do that?



	 
	 



	 
	 










	[image: ]
	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.













	 1 
	heap
	 
	a very soft type of material
	 A 



	 2 
	stubborn
	 
	grabbed away quickly
	 B 



	 3 
	stumble
	 
	another word for a pile
	 C 



	 4 
	snatched
	 
	sweat
	 D 



	 5 
	ceiling
	 
	strong-minded, willful
	 E 



	 6 
	perspiration
	 
	to miss a step; almost fall
	 F 



	 7 
	velvet
	 
	the part of a room that is above our heads
	 G 












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Eight

(From the sentence “ “Then, one day, you didn’t play with it anymore.”” to the sentence “ “I’m sorry Momma’s mean to you.””)









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.




	 
	a)
	Michael’s mother thought that Aunt Dew should…



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	relive the past through her memories.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	go forward and begin a new life.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	move to another city.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	stop singing her favorite song.



	 
	b)
	The hundred penny box was…



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	old, carved, brown and little.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	old, metal, silver and black.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	old, funny-looking, ugly and red.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	old, beautiful, silver and green.



	 
	c)
	Michael thought he could make his mother understand if he…



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	spoke softly and hugged her.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	looked her in the eye when he spoke.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	yelled loudly so she couldn’t ignore him.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	stated his ideas clearly.



	 
	d)
	We know that Michael’s mother was mad at him because…



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	she yelled at him to come back.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	she practically threw him into the velvet chair.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	she stopped speaking to him.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	she ignored him and went on chopping celery.



	 
	e)
	Michael tiptoed into the bedroom because he wanted to tell Aunt Dew…



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	“I’d like to play the penny game.”



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	“Momma is making a special supper.”



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	“Let’s go outside for a walk.”



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	“I’m sorry Momma’s mean to you.”












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Eight

(From the sentence “ “Then, one day, you didn’t play with it anymore.”” to the sentence “ “I’m sorry Momma’s mean to you.””)







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	Michael and his mother feel differently about what should be done with the hundred penny box. Complete the chart below with each person’s views.










	Michael Thinks
	His Mother Thinks



	A. Aunt Dew should be allowed to keep the penny box as long as she wants.

	 A.



	B.

	B. It is not good to hold onto things from the past.




	C.

	C. You cannot begin a new life if you hold onto objects from the past.











	2.
	Why do you think Michael’s mother is so set in her thinking about the hundred penny box?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Explain in your own words: “She didn’t understand that a new life wasn’t very good if you had to have everything old taken away from you.”



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Tell the story of the object that you hung on to as a child. Describe its appearance and tell why it meant so much to you. Then, tell about the day you had to throw the object away and how you felt about doing that.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Nine

(From the paragraph “ “Ain’t nobody mean to Dewbet Thomas—”” to the paragraph “ “Turn these covers back little more.””)







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	Michael didn’t know Aunt Dew before she came to live with them. Since that time, he has spent a great deal of time with her and has become very protective of her and her things.



	 
	a) Why do you think Michael has come to behave this way?




	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	b) How do you think he feels about Aunt Dew?




	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Write a complete sentence to show the meaning of each
word. Use your dictionary if you need help.










	Patted
	 



	 










	Frail
	 



	 










	Roasted
	 



	 










	Freight
	 



	 










	Chicago
	 



	 














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Nine

(From the paragraph “ “Ain’t nobody mean to Dewbet Thomas–”” to the paragraph “ “Turn these covers back little more.””)







	1.
	Complete the sentences by filling in each blank with the correct words from the section.




Aunt Dew told Michael that his mother looks [image: ] but she really isn’t. She said that his mother, Ruth, doesn’t [image: ] to her the way Michael and [image: ] do. Aunt Dew said she had been [image: ] all day but Michael said “No, you haven’t. You have been [image: ] in your chair [image: ] to me, [image: ] to your record and [image: ] pennies with me.”







	2.
	Explain the following quotes in your own words:



	a)
	“Look like John just spit you out.”



	 
	 



	 
	 



	b)
	“Stubborn like you daddy. Don’t pay your Aunt Dew no never mind.”



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	c)
	“Got a full head of hair.”



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Nine

(From the paragraph “ “Ain’t nobody mean to Dewbet Thomas–”” to the paragraph “ “Turn these covers back little more.””)







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	a) Aunt Dew says “If she think I don’t like her, that ain’t the truth.” Why does Aunt Dew say this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	b) Do you think that Michael’s mother believes that Aunt Dew doesn’t like her? Give reasons for your opinion.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	c) Do you think Michael’s mother likes Aunt Dew? Give reasons for your opinion.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	“Michael stared at the hundred penny box. All of a sudden it looked real, real old and beat up.” What was Michael realizing about the penny box? Why hadn’t he noticed this before?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Aunt Dew said Michael’s first name should be John, the same as his father and grandfather. Why is it important to Aunt Dew for the name “John” to continue? If you had the chance to choose your own name, what name would you pick? Tell your reasons for your choice.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Ten

(From the sentence “ “I took a picture of your house,”…” to the end.)







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	In this Section, Michael shows Aunt Dew a picture of her house. Why do you think he does this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Michael likes to hear Aunt Dew retell stories about his father when he was a boy. Why do children like to hear these stories?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 




[image: ]









	covers
	murmured
	propped



	wispy
	strands
	hush



	cottonmouth
	beneath
	 












	[image: ]

	


	Across
1. blankets or quilts

3. lifted or held up

4. under or below

6. very thin, feathery

7. spoke very softly




	Down
1. a type of snake

2. thin strings of something

5. to speak quietly, whisper



















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Ten

(From the sentence “ “I took a picture of your house,”…” to the end.)

1. Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in this section.








	 
	a)
	Aunt Dew started to fall asleep while Michael was talking.



	 
	b)
	Michael listened to Aunt Dew sing her long song.



	 
	c)
	Michael took a picture of Aunt Dew’s house.



	 
	d)
	Aunt Dew told Michael that you have to be careful not to let your penny box disappear.



	 
	e)
	Michael climbed up on the bed to talk to Aunt Dew.



	 
	f)
	Aunt Dew told a story about John almost being bitten by a
cottonmouth.




2. Everyone likes to hear stories about the adults in their family when they were children. Think about some family stories you have heard. Tell your favorite story in the spaces below.

This story is about __________________ who is now ________ years old.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Section Ten

(From the sentence “ “I took a picture of your house,”…” to the end.)

We can imagine the setting of a story by its details. Read these quotes from the story that tell about Aunt Dew’s house in Atlanta.

“My house bigger than your picture. Way bigger.”

“Dewbet and Henry Thomas had the biggest, reddest barn in all Atlanta, G-A!”

“We had the biggest, tallest, prettiest trees and the widest yard in all Atlanta.”

“And the swing daddy broke.”

“I done told you was a creek. Plain old creek.”

Draw your idea of what Aunt Dew’s house and yard looks like.


 










	[image: ]
	Imagine you are Michael. Think about what life is going to be like with Aunt Dew for the next few months. Imagine some things you can do to make her happy when you spend time with her. Perhaps you can think of some ways to help your mother make peace with Aunt Dew.














	 
	[image: ]




Sections 1 to 2

Point of View

Write two paragraphs to describe Aunt Dew’s move to Michael’s family home.

Tell the story from Aunt Dew’s point of view using first person narrative.

Example: “Leaving my big house in Atlanta was very hard for me.”

Paragraph 1: Tell why she left Atlanta and came to live with Michael and his parents. How did she feel about the move? Does she have any worries about living with this family? How does she hope to spend her time?

Paragraph 2: Tell about Aunt Dew’s relationship with John (the father), Ruth (the mother) and Michael. Then write about how she feels about the time she spends with Michael.

 







	 
	[image: ]




Sections 3 to 4

Drama

With some classmates, choose a scene from this section to act out.

Examples:

• the part where Michael sets up the record player, sings and dances with Aunt Dew

• the part where Michael and Aunt Dew are discussing the reasons for hiding the hundred penny box

Write out the scene.

Find some costumes and props to use.

Practice your scene and then present it to your class.









	[image: ]
	 




Sections 5 to 6

Collections

Aunt Dew’s collection of 100 pennies is very important to her. Think about some reasons that people have collections: as a hobby, for fun, to keep things for the next generation, etc.

Write a short story about a collection you have or would like to have.

Include:

• a description of the items you collect (include how many items you have)

• why you chose these items for a collection

• how long you have been collecting

• what you plan to do with your collection in the future

• other facts about your collection

 







	[image: ]
	 




Sections 7 to 8

A Personal Letter

In these two sections, Michael and his mother fight about Aunt Dew having to sleep even when she doesn’t want to, the mother burning some of Aunt Dew’s things, and her plan to replace the old hundred penny box. Both of them are set in their ideas and Michael cannot make peace with his mother.

Write a personal letter from Michael to his mother.

Include:

• an apology for yelling at her and not doing what he’s told

• his feelings for his old aunt and the time he spends with her

• his thoughts about how Aunt Dew and her belongings should be treated

• some ideas for a plan to help look after Aunt Dew’s things

• other ideas you may have









	 
	[image: ]




Sections 9 to 10

Story Tree

Create a Story Tree by filling in one word for each blank below.

____________

(name of the main character)

____________ ____________

(two words that describe the main character)

____________ ____________ ____________

(three words that describe where the story takes place)

____________ ____________ ____________ ____________

(four words that tell how Michael and Aunt Dew spend time together)

____________ ____________ ____________ ____________ ____________

(five words that describe the best part of this story)

____________ ____________ ____________ ____________ ____________ ____________

(six words that tell why you would or would not recommend this story to a friend)

 







	 
	[image: ]




Sections 1 to 10

Michael’s Later Life

Michael is a young boy of about 9 or 10 years old. Pretend that you can look into the future to see what Michael’s life will be like. Write 3 short paragraphs describing Michael’s future for each of these stages:

Paragraph 1: Ages 10 to 14: might include ideas about school life, home life, friends, Aunt Dew, his parents

Paragraph 2: Ages 15 to 40: might include what career he chooses; where he lives; whether he has a family (give details)

Paragraph 3: Ages 41 to 70: might include his children growing up; Michael looking after his parents in the same way his father brought Aunt Dew to their house; Michael himself growing old.









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are even backwards.









	britches
	disappear
	miserable
	splinter



	velvet
	celery
	humming
	monsters



	stubborn
	wackydacky
	comfortable
	meatloaf



	precious
	suitcase
	wispy
	 




[image: ]









	[image: ]
	[image: ]












	 
	Comprehension Quiz

	[image: ]












	Answer each question in a complete sentence.



	1.
	Why did Aunt Dew come to live with Michael’s family?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 
	 



	2.
	Why did Michael’s mother want to throw the old wooden box into the furnace?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 
	 



	3.
	What did Aunt Dew call “moving to the music”?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	4.
	Describe Aunt Dew’s movements when she “moved to the music”.



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	5.
	Why did Michael hide Aunt Dew’s belongings in the closet and in other places?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	6.
	What did Aunt Dew say would happen if she lost the hundred penny box?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	7.
	Describe Aunt Dew’s house she had in Atlanta. Include at least 3 details.



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:  /15









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Comprehension Quiz









	8.
	How did Aunt Dew use the pennies to retell the story of her life and history?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 
	 



	9.
	Why do you think Aunt Dew made such a fuss about not taking her nap when Michael’s mother tried to get her ready?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 
	 



	10.
	Why did Michael become angry with his mother about Aunt Dew taking a nap?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	11.
	What is Michael’s mother going to give Aunt Dew to replace the penny box?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	12.
	When he was very young, Michael had a teddy bear that he took everywhere with him and it even slept with him. Did Michael give up the teddy bear willingly? Explain your answer.



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 
	 



	13.
	Why does Aunt Dew keep on insisting that Michael’s name should be John?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	14.
	According to Aunt Dew, how do you get a hundred penny box? Once you have one, what do you have to be very careful about?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:  /12












	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. tip-toed

2. coffee

3. comfortable

4. drowned

5. miserable

6. decent

	
   1.   

a)  F 

b)  T 

c)  F 

d)  F 

e)  T 

   2.   

a) 4

b) 5

c) 1

d) 3

e) 2


	
   1.   

Michael had to give up his room when Aunt Dew moved in.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: He might not like the idea but he knows he has to do as his parents say.

   3.   

Sometimes Aunt Dew mistakes Michael for his father, John.

   4.   

Michael’s mother feels this way because Aunt Dew never says her name and will stop talking when she comes around.

   5.   

Aunt Dew has come to live with Michael’s parents because she is too old to live by herself.

   6.   

Michael’s father believes that he should look after Aunt Dew because she raised him after his parents died.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

   3.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. C

2. D

3. B

4. F

5. G

6. A

7. E


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  B

b) [image: ]  D

c) [image: ]  C

d) [image: ]  A

e) [image: ]  C


	
[image: ]

   1.   

He wanted her to count the pennies with him and play the penny game.

   2.   

She didn’t want to stop. She wanted to sing her song.

   3.   

They like to do things their own way and in their own time.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

He was afraid she would burn the penny box in the furnace.

   6.   

Answers will vary.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. staring

2. clenched

3. Victrola

4. stuff

5. fists

6. record player

7. wacky-dacky

8. humming


	
   1.   

a) sleep; corner

b) Victrola

c) people

d) hundred; box

e) years; me

f) hide; yes

   2.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

He wants to save the penny box from being thrown out.

   2.   

Her favorite song is “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”. Answers will vary, but may include: She is a religious woman and she likes the words and the rhythm.

   3.   

Any three of: 1) hums; keeps her lips clenched tight; 2) moves slowly in one spot; 3) shoulders go up and down; 4) swings arms from side to side; holds onto her dress; 5) makes her hands into a fist.

   4.   

Answers will vary, but may include: All of Aunt Dew’s life is in the hundred penny box. If the box is taken away, it will be like taking away her life.

   5.   

He wants to hide the hundred penny box so his mother won’t find it later and destroy it.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Speak kindly to them; tell them you need their help; offer to do something for them.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: She might refuse to hide the box; yell at Michael; hide the box herself; agree to Michael’s plan.

Vocabulary

a) junk

b) quilt

c) basement

d) britches

e) suitcase

f) impatiently

g) puny-looking


	
   1.   

a) trees

b) yard

c) city

d) climbing

e) failing

f) Big John

g) Junie

h) feeling

i) boat

j) Junk

k) nothing

l) gone

m) downstream


	
   1.   

He is trying to warn her that something may happen to the hundred penny box.

   2.   

She keeps forgetting his mother’s name and is always asking him.

   3.   

He asks her to play the game all the time.

   4.   

He has heard the story many times before.

   5.   

“They couldn’t get the suitcase in the house good before he was climbing up and falling out the trees.”
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Vocabulary

Across

2. sack

6. bare-waisted

10. lid

11. depression

13. desperate

15. roseprint

Down

1. pneumonia

3. cursing

4. hollering

5. sweat

6. britches

7. stiff

8. decent

9. hunk

12. splinter

14. plank


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  C

b) [image: ]  B

c) [image: ]  D

d) [image: ]  A

e) [image: ]  C


	
   1.   

John took the boat apart, plank by plank. Then he pushed every part of it back into the water.

   2.   

…his mother might come into the room and take it … she wants to be able to see the box at all times.

   3.   

1874 — she was born — slavery was over; black men were in Congress



1901 — 27 — her twin boys were born



1930 — 56 — her husband died

   4.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Henry worked too hard; he had no decent shoes; he didn’t go to the doctor when he was very sick.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: He enjoys her stories; he really likes her; he is lonely.

Vocabulary

1. narrow

2. meatloaf

3. washcloth

4. nap

5. bothering

6. sneak


	
   1.   

a)  T 

b)  T 

c)  F 

d)  F 

e)  F 

f)  T 

   2.   

a) 4

b) 2

c) 6

d) 1

e) 3

f) 5


	
[image: ]

   1.   

*Possible answers

Mother — 1. caring — 1. She knew Aunt Dew needed to rest. She helped her get into bed.

Mother — 2. determined — 2. She made sure Aunt Dew got into bed; didn’t take “no’ for an answer.

Aunt Dew — 1. sad — 1. She was crying.

Aunt Dew — 2. stubborn — 2. First she refused; then argued about going to bed.

Michael — 1. agreeable — 1. He left the bedroom when his mother asked him to; went off to play.

Michael — 2. creative thinker — 2. He decided the basement would be a good hiding place. No one will look there.

   2.   

Answers will vary.
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   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Mother looks after Aunt Dew in the daytime, puts her in bed for a nap; Father: settles arguments between his wife and Aunt Dew; Michael gave up his room to Aunt Dew, argues with his mother about Aunt Dew’s things.

   2.   

He likes the company; he enjoys her stories; he likes having someone to look after.

Vocabulary

a) celery

b) clumsy

c) hugging

d) counter

e) mahogany

f) monsters

g) protected

h) irritable


	
   1.   

a) crying

b) sleepy

c) playing

d) yelling

e) screaming

f) alone

g) hugged

h) hugging

i) mahogany

j) pennies

k) stuff

l) teddy

m) bear

n) head

o) bent

p) hugged

q) played

r) No

s) need


	
   1.   

a) ...Michael started questioning his mother.

b) ...he started to yell and scream at her.

c) ...she told him to go play and leave her alone.

d) ...she came down the hall and hugged him.

e) ...he didn’t hug her back.

f) ...she had decided to replace it with a tiny mahogany chest.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Michael yelled even though he might get a spanking.


	
   1.   

a) Answers will vary, but may include: blanket, pillow, piece of clothing, favorite books.

b) Answers will vary, but may include: family pictures, favorite gifts, souvenirs, clothing, blankets, quilts.

   2.   

It reminds her of events in her life; that she is still living. It is the most valuable thing she owns.

Vocabulary

1. C

2. E

3. F

4. B

5. G

6. D

7. A


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  B

b) [image: ]  C

c) [image: ]  A

d) [image: ]  B

e) [image: ]  D


	
   1.   

Michael Thinks:

A. Aunt Dew should be allowed to keep the penny box as long as she wants.

B. Aunt Dew enjoys all her old things.

C. A new life is not very good if your old things are taken away from you.

His Mother Thinks:

A. Aunt Dew should get a new box for her pennies.

B. It is not good to hold onto things from the past.

C. You cannot begin a new life if you hang onto objects from the past.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: She throws out old things; she doesn’t like the look of the old box.

   3.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Life is built on memories; Aunt Dew takes comfort in her old things.
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   1.   

a) He knows she likes him and enjoys his company. She needs his friendship.

b) He feels good to be looking after her. He loves her.

Vocabulary

Sentences will vary.


	
   1.   

a) frail

b) talk

c) John

d) asleep

e) sitting

f) talking

g) dancing

h) counting

   2.   

a) You look exactly like your father.

b) You are so stubborn and don’t do as you are asked.

c) You have lots of hair.


	
   1.   

a) Aunt Dew said she likes everybody and she isn’t mean to anyone.

b) Yes, Michael’s mother believes that Aunt Dew doesn’t like her because Aunt Dew doesn’t talk to Ruth; she argued about taking a nap; she doesn’t co-operate on most days. John keeps reminding Ruth that Aunt Dew really does like her.

c) Yes, because she agreed to let Aunt Dew come and live with them. No, because she burned a lot of Aunt Dew’s old things.

   2.   

He realized that his mother was right about the box being so old. He didn’t notice before because he was too busy talking to Aunt Dew and playing the counting game.


	
   1.   

To make her happy and to hear more stories about the house.

   2.   

These stories connect them to the past; they like to hear stories about what it was like to be a child then.

Vocabulary

Across

1. covers

3. propped

4. beneath

6. wispy

7. murmured

Down

1. cottonmouth

2. strands

5. hush


	
   1.   

a) 4

b) 6

c) 1

d) 5

e) 3

f) 2

   2.   

Answers will vary.
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   1.   

Check student’s illustration for all details contained in the quotes.
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Word Search Puzzle
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   1.   

She was too old to live by herself; she needed someone to look after her.

   2.   

She didn’t like the look of the old box; people were always tripping over it.

   3.   

Aunt Dew called “moving to the music” dancing.

   4.   

She stands in one spot; moved her arms from side to side; hummed with her lips tightly closed; makes her hands into a fist while hanging on to the sides of her dress.

   5.   

He didn’t want his mother to throw any more of Aunt Dew’s things in the furnace.

   6.   

Aunt Dew said if she lost her hundred penny box, she would be lost.

   7.   

Big, red barn; tall, pretty trees; wide yard; a swing, a creek nearby.


	
   8.   

Every penny stood for an important event in her life or a reminder of some big event in history.

   9.   

She wanted to do things in her own way and her own time. She doesn’t like to be bossed.

   10.   

Aunt Dew was crying because she had to take a nap.

   11.   

She will give her a new mahogany chest that John made.

   12.   

No he didn’t give the bear up willingly because when his mother said that he never thought about the bear again, he angrily said he did.

   13.   

She thinks he looks exactly like his father; she wants his name to be John.

   14.   

You get a hundred penny box when somebody special gives it to you. Then you have to be careful not to let it disappear.
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