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The Cricket in Times Square









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates some understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a considerable understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding
of the novel




	Content

• Information and details relevant to focus


	Elements are incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements are complete; details missing

	All required elements are complete; key details contain some description

	All required elements are complete; enough description for clarity




	Style

• Effective word choice and originality

• Precise language


	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. Language
somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language




	Conventions

• Spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation


	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention














	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our literature kit is designed to give the teacher several helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. The guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities, etc. which match the student’s abilities.

Our literature kit divides the story by chapters, and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include friendship, adapting to different environments and taking responsibility for one’s actions. The Cricket in Times Square provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussions about everything from ethical decision making, what it’s like to move to new neighborhoods/ countries, music appreciation, working together to overcome problems and even public safety. The story lends itself well to studying literary devices including similes and metaphors, personification and point of view.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns — just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of The Cricket in Times Square. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacherled activities, small group activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	COUNTRY HOME/CITY HOME
Using the five senses, students can easily gather information from the book about Chester’s home in the country and compare it with his new home in the city. Using illustrations for each of the five senses (see, hear, smell, taste, touch, and also think about), help students to organize the information into easy categories. The chart helps them to organize the information to use in drawing conclusions and writing paragraphs. The students can also use this format to draw inferences about Chester’s motivation and personality. Teachers can use this format to aid in understanding the Bellini family or extending the conversation to talk about their student’s personal experience of moving.
Found on Page 53.











	TRAIN OF EVENTS
Using each train car, students will organize the sequence of events to help them write a summary paragraph. The teacher can use this to stimulate a discussion about how to identify main events. There is space in the illustration to add quotes from the book, helping a teacher to teach students to look for supporting facts in a work of literature.
Found on Page 54.
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	WHAT A CHARACTER!
What does Tucker think about? What does he love? What does he treasure? What are his weaknesses? etc. Using the drawing of a mouse, students are able to find quotes and facts from the novel to complete a character sketch of Tucker the mouse. Teachers could extend this format to be used on any of the other characters in the novel.
Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies







	
WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY





	This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

The story of The Cricket in Times Square is about an accidental adventure for Chester the cricket. Chester gets caught in a picnic basket on a train heading to the big city of New York. When he manages to escape, he is in the middle of the Times Square subway station. At first he is terrified, but when a city mouse and cat make friends with him, he begins to relax and enjoy the new experience. He also comes to care about a young boy and his family who are struggling to make money in their newspaper stand in the subway station. Chester and his friends make mistakes, and then work together to recover from those mistakes. Chester becomes famous for his musical talent, but he still yearns for his home in the country. In the end, Chester is able to help his friends, using his musical talents to give an unforgettable concert, before returning to his home in the country.

Suggestions for Further Reading
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OTHER STORIES IN THIS SERIES

Tucker’s Countryside © 1969
Harry Cat’s Pet Puppy © 1974
Chester Cricket’s Pigeon Ride © 1981
Chester Cricket’s New Home © 1983
Harry Kitten and Tucker Mouse © 1986

OTHER STORIES BY GEORGE SELDEN

Oscar Lobster’s Fair Exchange © 1957
The Genie of Sutton Place © 1973
Irma and Jerry © 1982
The Old Meadow © 1987


OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White © 1952
James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl © 1961
The Mouse and the Motorcycle by Beverly Cleary © 1965
Bunnicula by Deborah and James Howe © 1979
Poppy by Avi © 1983
The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo © 2003
Guardians of Ga’Hoole series by Kathryn Lasky © 2003-2008
Angus and Sadie by Cynthia Voigt © 2005
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List of Vocabulary


CHAPTER 1

• station • subway • shuttle • conductors • scrounging • shriek • rumble • screeching • hooting • howling • babble • barking • purring • thrumming • wilted • gratitude • fastidious • roguish • daintily • cobblestones



CHAPTER 2 TO 3

• chorus • soot • refuse • antennae • stouter • eavesdropping • anxiously • retort • implore • gravely • garland • charity


CHAPTER 4 TO 5

• acquaintance • frantic • scornfully • urging • enchanting



CHAPTER 6

• prophesy • Orpheus • pagoda • emperor • destiny • incense • craned • lotus • Yangtse River


CHAPTER 7 TO 8

• admiration • dingy • dilapidated • gaudy • crouched • soufflé • burrowed • overcome



CHAPTER 9

• exclaimed • solemn • kumquats • deduction • mulberry • diet • automat


CHAPTER 10-11

• arias • opera • tenor • soprano • contralto • bass • rumba • jinx • Aida



CHAPTER 12

• hymns • recital • musicologist • phrasing • movements • solo


CHAPTER 13 TO 14

• miserable • perfect pitch • scales • editor • encores • entomologist



CHAPTER 15

• lurch • smidgen • recital • timetable • muffle • rummaged • gulpy • relieved • peak








	[image: ]
	 




George Selden

The Cricket in Times Square was written by American author George Selden in 1960. Selden was born on May 14th, 1929 in Connecticut USA. Just like the characters in his story, he also lived in New York City for a short time.

[image: ]

Selden got the idea for the story coming home from work one day. He was riding on the subway when he heard a cricket chirping in the station at Times Square. He started thinking; “How would a cricket end up in Times Square?” The story grew in his imagination right away. The story won the 1961 Newbery Honor Award. In 1973, it was made into an animated movie.

Selden wrote 7 books in the series about Chester, the cricket. He wrote 16 children’s books and two plays in all. Selden said that he did not like his writing in the first two books. He continued to write and improve his craft. He wrote Tucker’s Countryside as a follow-up to The Cricket in Times Square, and he said that this was his favorite book.

The books in the series in order are: The Cricket in Times Square, Tucker’s Countryside, Harry Cat’s Pet Puppy, Chester Cricket’s Pigeon Ride, Chester Cricket’s New Home, and Harry Kitten and Tucker Mouse.
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•   He has a Bachelor of Arts from Yale University.

•   While attending Yale, he was a member of the Elizabethan Club, and contributed to the literary magazine.

•   Spent three summer semesters at Columbia University, then studied for a year in Rome on a Fulbright Scholarship.
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Chapter One







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	What do you know about Crickets? Can you name 3 things? You could answer questions like: Where do they live? How do they move? What do they say? What do they eat? Do you know anything else about crickets?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Times Square is in a big city: New York City. What animals and bugs do you think live in the middle of a big city?
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.












	station
	subway
	conductor
	shuttle










	1.
	The _______________ is a train that runs underground.



	2.
	A _______________ is the driver of a train.



	3.
	The people stand on the platform at the _______________ where the train stops.



	4.
	Trains and busses that carry people back and forth between two busy stops, is called a _______________ .
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Chapter One








	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.













	 
	T
	F
	a)
	It is Saturday night.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	We meet Tucker first. He is a cockroach.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Tucker lives in a little shop that sells newspapers.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	The newsstand is in the subway station.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	The subway station is in Times Square New York.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Tucker liked to collect things. He called it ‘scrounging’.



	 
	T
	F
	g)
	Mario sold newspapers. He made a lot of money.



	 
	T
	F
	h)
	Mario fed Tucker shortbread cookies.












	2.
	We meet a few characters in the first chapter. Write the name of the person from the story, in the sentence that describes them.











	Paul
	Tucker
	Papa Bellini



	Mario
	Mama Bellini
	 










	a)
	____________ “liked to sit at the opening of the drain pipe and watch the world go by.”



	b)
	“ ____________ had made the newsstand himself many years ago.”



	c)
	There was “a box of Kleenex (for ____________ ‘s hay fever).”



	d)
	“‘All the late papers!’ shouted ____________ as they hurried by. ‘Magazines!’”



	e)
	“Then he stopped, reached in his pocket, and flipped a half dollar over the counter. ‘I’ll take a Sunday Times,’ ____________ said.”
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Chapter One







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	Mario says: “Mama and Papa are picking me up on the way home. They went to visit some friends. Saturday’s the only chance they have.” Why would Saturday be the only chance they have?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Mario yells: “Hey wait!”….“It’s only twenty-five cents. You’ve got a quarter coming.” Why does he do this?



	 
	 



	3.
	Paul, the conductor, pays too much for the newspaper. Why does he do this?



	 
	 



	4.
	Read the last paragraph of Chapter One. Write the correct word from the last paragraph of Chapter One to complete each sentence.



	 
	a) He had heard the _________ of the subway trains and the _________ their iron wheels make when they go around a corner.



	 
	b) From above, through the iron grilles that open onto the streets, he heard _________ the of the rubber tires of automobiles, and the _________ of their horns, and the _________ of their brakes.



	 
	c) And he had heard the _________ of voices when the station was full of human beings, and the of the _________ dogs that some of them had on leashes.



	 
	d) Birds, the pigeons of New York, the cats and even the high _________ of airplanes above the city Tucker had heard.
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	Write like an author. Take a moment to write about all the sounds you hear at one time during the day. Try to use as many different words that you can to describe the sounds you hear.
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Chapters Two to Three

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Chapter 1 ended with Tucker hearing a sound. A sound he had never heard before. What do you think he heard? Why?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What do you think it feels like to move to a new home?
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.














	 1 
	cried
	 
	chorus
	 A 



	 2 
	dirt
	 
	exclaimed
	 B 



	 3 
	listening
	 
	antennae
	 C 



	 4 
	garbage
	 
	anxiously
	 D 



	 5 
	feeler
	 
	stouter
	 E 



	 6 
	worriedly
	 
	eavesdropping
	 F 



	 7 
	song
	 
	rummaged
	 G 



	 8 
	searched
	 
	soot
	 H 



	 9 
	carefully
	 
	cautiously
	 I 



	10
	thicker
	 
	refuse
	 J 
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Chapters Two to Three







	1.
	Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct word from the list.











	chocolate
	cricket
	matchbox



	newsstand
	Bellini
	 




Mario followed the sound until he found the [image: ]. He took it back to the newsstand and made a bed for it out of a [image: ]. He fed his new pet some [image: ]. Mama and Papa [image: ] came back and saw him with the cricket. His Mother did not want him to keep the bug, and said he could not bring it home. His father said that he could keep the cricket at the [image: ].







	2.
	Mama Bellini tells Mario 4 reasons why he can’t keep the cricket as a pet. Complete the reasons below that Mario gives his Mom, for why he should keep the cricket.










	Mama Bellini
	Mario



	a) It’s a bug.
	It’s a __________ bug.



	b) He will call other bugs in.
	I’ll fix the __________ .



	c) You spend too much time with it, you won’t sell papers.
	Crickets can tell the __________ .



	d) Bugs carry germs.
	You __________ I could have a pet.
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Chapters Two to Three







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	Find a sentence in the book that tells us that Papa Bellini is kind. Write down the sentence, the chapter name and number, and the page where it is found.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How is Chester feeling about being in the big city? How do you know this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	How long has Chester been in New York?



	 
	 



	4.
	What has Chester been doing since his arrival? Why?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why do you think Tucker went over and started talking to Chester?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Predict what the cat will do to Tucker and Chester. Why do you think this will happen?
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	Make a plan for what to do if you got lost. Talk with your parents. What would you need to know? What should you do first? Who could you go to for help?
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Chapters Four to Five







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	What do cats do when they catch mice? Have you ever known any cats who acted differently?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What can Mario do to look after his new pet, the cricket? What does he need to learn?
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list. An example of the meaning of each sentence is provided underneath.












	urging
	acquaintance
	frantic



	scornfully
	enchanting




1. The cricket was __________ .
Ex: The cricket was very upset and worried.

2. I am pleased to make your __________ .
Ex: I am happy to meet you.

3. “Germs” he said __________ .
Ex: He doesn’t believe he has germs at all!

4. He kept __________ Papa to hurry.
Ex: He tried to get Papa to get ready faster.

5. What an __________ little creature!
Ex: What an interesting little creature.
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Chapters Four to Five







	1.

	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.













	 
	a)
	Chester hid because he:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	saw Mario’s Mom coming.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	is afraid of cats.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	did not want to see Tucker eaten.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	was homesick.



	 
	b)
	Tucker and Harry want Chester to stay in New York, so they take him outside to show him….



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	the lunch counter.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	the stars.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	the crowds of people.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	the lights of Times Square.



	 
	c)
	Why does Tucker think the Bellinis are going out of business?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Papa gets magazines that don’t sell.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Mama is too grouchy.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	They listen to Opera too much.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	There are too few customers.



	 
	d)
	Why did Chester want to go home?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	People in New York were not nice.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Everything was so different.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	There were no other crickets.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	He didn’t like all the people.



	 
	e)
	Why did Chester like the star in the sky?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	It was familiar, just like at home.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	He loved stargazing.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	It meant there were no clouds.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	It pointed the right direction so he could find his home.
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Chapters Four to Five







	Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.



	1.
	When Chester makes his sound, Harry the Cat says: “It makes me want to purr to hear it.” Why does he say that?



	 
	 



	2.
	List 3 ways Mario takes good care of Chester.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What 3 ways does Mario show he is happy to have Chester as a pet?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Who is Mr. Smedley? Give 2 facts about him that you think are important to the story.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Explain what is the story of Orpheus in one sentence.



	 
	 



	6.
	Why do you think Mario is so eager to buy his cricket a cage?
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	Have you ever met someone who was new to your school or neighborhood? What could you do to help them feel more welcome or comfortable in their new home?
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Chapter Six

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Mario says he is going to Chinatown to get a home for his cricket because the Chinese like crickets and make special cages for them. Why do you think the Chinese like crickets so much?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What new sights, sounds, and smells do you think Chester will discover in Chinatown?
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.














	 1 
	lotus
	 
	a Chinese-style building
	 A 



	 2 
	pagoda
	 
	a beautiful-smelling flower
	 B 



	 3 
	destiny
	 
	a big river in China
	 C 



	 4 
	incense
	 
	sticks that smell good as they burn
	 D 



	 5 
	Yangtse
	 
	to stick your neck out to look around
	 E 



	 6 
	craned
	 
	what will happen in your life; your fate
	 F 
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Chapter Six







	1.
	Number the events from  1  to  7  in the order they occurred in this chapter.












	 
	[image: ]
	 a)
	Sai Fong told the story of the first cricket.



	 
	[image: ]
	 b)
	Mario bought the cage for 15 cents.



	 
	[image: ]
	 c)
	Chester was looking at everything on the subway.



	 
	[image: ]
	 d)
	When the subway stopped, he fell into Mario’s lap.



	 
	[image: ]
	 e)
	There was an old man sitting outside a novelty shop.



	 
	[image: ]
	 f)
	Mr. Fong gave a tiny silver bell as a gift.



	 
	[image: ]
	 g)
	The shops in Chinatown were all closed.










	2.
	Complete the sentences by filling in each blank with the correct words from the chapter.




a) Sitting __________ on the doorstep was an __________ Chinese man. He was wearing a __________ vest over his shirt with __________ embroidered on it in red thread, and he was smoking a long white __________ pipe.

b) The old Chinese man didn’t turn his head, but he looked __________ at the boy out of the corner of his eye. Slowly he drew the pipe out of his mouth and blew a puff of __________ into the air.

c) “I Sai Fong,” he answered. His voice sounded strange, yet __________ , like a plucked __________ .
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Chapter Six

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Describe 3 ways that Chinatown is different than Times Square.














	 
	 
	Chinatown
	 
	Times Square
	 



	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 










	2.
	When Sai Fong found out that Mario had a cricket, “a remarkable change came over him.” How did he change?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Do you think the cricket cage was really once owned by the Emperor of China? Why or not?



	 
	 



	4.
	The cage only cost 15 cents. Sai Fong said the cricket was special. What would you tell Mario to do, if he didn’t have the money for the cage?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What does the fortune in Mario’s cookie say?
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	If you could talk to one of the characters in this story, whether human or animal, who would it be and what would you ask them?
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Chapters Seven to Eight







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	Have you ever been overtired and then talked or walked in your sleep? If so, explain what happened in detail.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Do you think Chester is like the cricket in the story told by Sai Fong? Explain how.
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	Match the words in the list with their definitions below.













	crouched
	soufflé
	overcome
	burrowed



	admiration
	pranced
	luxury
	 




1.____________: to strut or dance about in excitement

2.____________: to tunnel down into something

3.____________: things that are not necessary and extravagant

4.____________: a light and fluffy egg meal

5.____________: to get the better of someone or something

6.____________: to bend your knees and duck your head

7.____________: a feeling of wonder or to have a good opinion of someone
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Chapters Seven to Eight









	1.
	Write the name of the character (Harry, Chester, or Tucker) who said the following.



	 
	a)
	 
	“You could feel like a king living in a place like this.”



	 
	b)
	 
	“It makes me sort of nervous to be locked in here.”



	 
	c)
	 
	“There’s nothing like freedom.”



	 
	d)
	 
	“You look like a mouse in a trap.”










	2.
	What did Chester dream, and what did he do?










	 
	








	 
	What he dreamed:
	 
	What he did:



	a)
	 
	a)
	 



	b)
	 
	b)
	 














	3.
	Compare how Tucker and Chester work at solving each problem:










	 
	







	 
	Tucker said:
	Chester said:



	a)
	“Pack your bags and go to ____________ .”
	“They’ve been so good to me — I ____________ .”



	b)
	“…put Scotch Tape along the edge and ____________ .”
	“No one would ____________ .”



	c)
	“ ____________ and they’ll never know what happened.”
	“They’d ____________ . I don’t want to make a bad feeling between them.”



	d)
	“They’ll think a ____________ came in the night.”
	“The ____________ we’d do would cost more then two dollars.

















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seven to Eight

Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.







	1.
	What is the biggest problem for the Bellini family?



	
	 



	
	 



	2.
	“Mario knew that Chester, like all people who are used to freedom, would rather ___________



	
	 



	
	_________________________________________________________________.”



	3.
	What was finally decided on when Chester ate the 2 dollar bill?



	
	 



	
	 



	4.
	“Harry looked at Tucker—a long look, as if he expected the mouse to say something.” How does Harry the Cat say they should solve the problem of replacing the 2 dollar bill?



	
	 



	5.
	Tucker calls Chester noble. What did he mean by this?



	
	 



	
	 



	6.
	Is Chester like the cricket in Sai Fong’s story? Explain.



	
	 



	
	 












	[image: ]

	Imagine your friend did something wrong. Explain what they did and what would you tell them to do to fix it.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Nine

Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.







	1.
	Is Harry the Cat a good friend for Tucker and Chester? Why did you think this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	If you had a pet and it was eating strange foods, what would you do?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Where can Mario go to get help with his pet?



	 
	 










	[image: ]

	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.














	 1 
	solemn
	 
	a diner where you can buy cheap meals
	 A 



	 2 
	exclaimed
	 
	tiny fruits a bit like oranges that you can eat the peel and all
	 B 



	 3 
	deduction
	 
	a leafy tree
	 C 



	 4 
	diet
	 
	he looked very serious
	 D 



	 5 
	kumquats
	 
	he cried out
	 E 



	 6 
	automat
	 
	he figured it out
	 F 



	 7 
	mulberry
	 
	what food you eat each day
	 G 












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Nine







	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.












	
	a)
	Why did Mario go to Chinatown the first time?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	To have Chinese food.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	To buy a cage.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	To meet Sai Fong.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	So Chester could see Chinatown.



	 
	b)
	Why did Mario go to Chinatown this time?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	To find out what Crickets eat.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	To have Chinese food.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	To read Chinese stories.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	To meet Sai Fong’s friend.










	2.
	Collect facts about Mario’s trip to Chinatown from this Chapter. Put the details in the right space below to describe what Mario saw, heard, did, ate, said and thought about.










	What Mario Saw
	What Mario Heard



	 
	 



	What Mario Did
	What Mario Ate



	 
	 



	What Mario Said
	What Mario Thought



	 
	 












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Nine







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	Why does Mario go back to Sai Fong in Chinatown?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why do you think the Chinese men got all dressed up for dinner?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What did Sai Fong tell Mario to feed Chester?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Literary Lesson: In this Chapter, the author uses different words to represent sounds. Go back through the Chapter and find all the words that were used to represent sounds. Then, list the words and explain what sounds they represent.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]

	Write about a special meal that you have had. Describe what you wore, what you ate, who was there, how it made you feel, and why it was special.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Ten to Eleven







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	Mario thought that Chester ate the money because he was missing his real food. Do you think that all Chester’s troubles are over now that they have mulberry leaves? Why or why not?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	In this story, music is important to the Bellini family. They like opera, especially Italian opera. What kind of music do you like?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Panic is a sudden extreme fear. What do people do when they panic?



	 
	 










	[image: ]

	Complete each sentence with a word from the list. An example of the meaning of each sentence is provided underneath.













	tenors
	sopranos
	contraltos
	basses



	rumba
	melancholy
	jinx
	aria










	1.
	A light melody in an opera is often called an ____________ .



	2.
	Someone who causes bad luck to others is often called a ____________ .



	3.
	The highest singing female voices are called ____________ .



	4.
	____________ are the lowest female singing voices.



	5.
	The highest singing male voices are called ____________ .



	6.
	____________ are the lowest singing male voices.



	7.
	The ____________ is a Latin style of dance music.



	8.
	When you are sad, you can be ____________ when remembering better times.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Ten to Eleven







	1.
	Number the events from  1  to  8  in the order they occurred in Chapter 10.












	 
	[image: ]
	 a)
	Harry tried to smother the fire.



	 
	[image: ]
	 b)
	Tucker was very proud of the ice he had for the drinks.



	 
	[image: ]
	 c)
	Harry yowled along with his favorite song.



	 
	[image: ]
	 d)
	Chester cleaned the newsstand.



	 
	[image: ]
	 e)
	Chester thought of his home while he played his music.



	 
	[image: ]
	 f)
	Tucker started a fire when he was dancing.



	 
	[image: ]
	 g)
	Chester hit the alarm on the clock.



	 
	[image: ]
	 h)
	Paul pulled the cover off of the newsstand.










	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in Chapter 11.












	 
	[image: ]
	 a)
	Paul put out the fire.



	 
	[image: ]
	 b)
	Chester chirped an Italian folksong.



	 
	[image: ]
	 c)
	Chester went back to his cage.



	 
	[image: ]
	 d)
	Paul stayed with the newsstand until the Bellinis came.



	 
	[image: ]
	 e)
	Tucker offers the rest of his money to help Chester.



	 
	[image: ]
	 f)
	Tucker said that he would be Chester’s manager.










	3.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.
















	 
	a)
	Chester wanted to have a party so he could…
	 
	b)
	Mama Bellini misses…



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	show off his singing.
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Italy.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	pay his friends back for their kindness.
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	her Mom.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	dance and have fun.
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Papa Bellini.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	listen to Harry sing.
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	the cricket.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Ten to Eleven







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	List 3 ways music is important to the story in these Chapters.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What started the fire, and what made it spread?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	The 3 friends tried to put out the fire in 3 different ways. What were they?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why did Mama Bellini change her mind about Chester and let him stay?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	So far, Chester has not been a lucky bug. What do you think he can do to make life better for Mario and his family?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]

	Can you think of a song that brings back a memory? Describe the memory using all your senses: what you saw, felt, touched, tasted, heard and thought about.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Twelve







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	Chapter 11 ended with: “And so began the most remarkable week in Chester Cricket’s—or any cricket’s life.” What do you think is going to happen in this Chapter?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	A talent is a natural ability to do something well. What are some different talents of people you know? What talents do you have?



	 
	 



	 
	 










	[image: ]

	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.












	hymns
	recital
	musicologist



	phrasing
	movements
	solo










	1.
	Before the night was over he had memorized three ____________ from different symphonies, … the ____________ part for a violin concerto and four ____________ --which he picked up from a late religious service.



	2.
	“He had special praise for Chester’s ____________ , by which he meant the neat way the cricket played all the notes of a passage…”



	3.
	“It was my pleasure and privilege to be present at the most beautiful ____________ ever heard in a lifetime devoted to the sublime art (Music that is.). ”



	4.
	Being a ____________ myself, and having graduated—with honors— from a well-known local school of music.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Twelve








	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.













	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Harry taught Chester 4 new songs.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Chester played ‘Rock of Ages’ as his first song.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Mr. Smedley buys his Musical America magazine every day.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Chester had perfect pitch and musical memory.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Mario was proud of his cricket’s talent.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Mr. Smedley tested Chester’s musical ability.



	 
	T
	F
	g)
	Arabella Hefflefinger came to listen to Chester play ‘The Rosary’.



	 
	T
	F
	h)
	Mr. Bellini wrote a letter to the New York Times newspaper about Chester.












	2.
	Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the Chapter.




The first thing to understand is: Chester Cricket is a [image: ] person. The second thing is: talent is something rare and [image: ]and [image: ], and it must not be allowed to go to waste. And the third thing is: there might be—who could tell?—a little [image: ] in it, maybe.







	3.
	A simile is a comparison using like or as to compare two things. Find the simile used in this Chapter.




 

 









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Twelve







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	Why do you think Harry Cat says: “I knew that was at the bottom of it.”? What does this tell you about Tucker’s personality?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why does Tucker want to make money from Chester’s music? Give 2 reasons:



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	How does Mr. Smedley feel about Chester at the end of this Chapter?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What does Mr. Smedley mean when he touched his chest over his heart and says: “That Cricket has it right here.”?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]

	If you could have any talent, what would it be. Write a journal entry describing this talent, why you would want it, and what you would use it for.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Thirteen to Fourteen







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.



	1.
	What do you think will happen after everyone in New York reads Mr. Smedley’s letter about Chester?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	If you had a pet with a great talent, what would you do? What kind of talent would your pet have?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Imagine you were a reporter for the New York Times. If you could interview Chester, what would you ask him? How would he answer?



	 
	 



	 
	 










	[image: ]

	Match the words in the list with their definitions below.












	editor
	entomologist
	encore



	scales
	miserable
	 












	 
	_________
	a)
	a person who studies bugs



	 
	_________
	b)
	the rising notes ‘do, re, me, fa, so, la, ti’



	 
	_________
	c)
	really unhappy



	 
	_________
	d)
	the person in charge of the stories in a newspaper



	 
	_________
	e)
	a song played at the end, because the crowd doesn’t want the concert to end














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Thirteen to Fourteen







	1.

	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.













	
	a)
	The editor for the New York Times newspaper printed Mr. Smedley’s letter because:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	he loved crickets.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	he wanted Chester to be famous.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	he thought it was funny.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	he believed in the freedom of the press.



	 
	b)
	People came to the newsstand because:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	they had read about Chester.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	they wanted to buy a paper.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Mr. Smedley told them to.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Mrs. Bellini was singing.



	 
	c)
	Chester played twice a day at which times?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	4:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.



	 
	d)
	On Sept. 1st, Chester stopped playing for a minute because:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	he was tired.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	he got homesick.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	he got covered by a leaf.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	someone tried to steal his bell.



	 
	e)
	Chester hid in his matchbox because:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Mario was starting school.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	he was sick.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	he was tired.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	he was sad.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Thirteen to Fourteen







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	Find four quotes from the book that PROVE that Chester didn’t like being famous.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What four things happened in Chapter 13 that helped Chester decide to go home?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Mario is able to see the world from his cricket’s point of view. Find the quote in the book that shows how Mario is able to understand what his cricket is feeling.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	How does Chester explain to Tucker why he wants to go home?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]

	Take a different Point of View. Write about how your classroom would look if you were a cricket.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Fifteen








	



	[image: ]



	autumn
Connecticut
gulpy
muffle
Orpheus
peak
recital
septemberish
smidgen
timetable
train







	   
	[image: ]











	Across
	Down



	1. A small music show.
	2. Where is Chester’s home?



	4. Another word for “Fall”.
	 



	5. A loud swallow.
	3. Who made everyone stop to listen to his music?



	6. A schedule for trains.
	 



	7. Chester said he felt ________ , and that’s why he missed home.
	7. A tiny little amount.



	9. A form of transportation.
	 



	10. To reach the highest point of a mountain.
	8. To mask or hide a sound












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Fifteen







	1.
	Number the events from  1  to  7  in the order they occurred in Chapter 15.












	 
	[image: ]
	 a)
	Harry and Tucker talk about going to visit Chester in the country.



	 
	[image: ]
	 b)
	Tucker and Harry take Chester to the train station.



	 
	[image: ]
	 c)
	Chester gives Mario one last chirp to say goodbye.



	 
	[image: ]
	 d)
	Mario and Chester play leapfrog and hide and seek.



	 
	[image: ]
	 e)
	Chester plays Mario his last song, and Mario falls asleep.



	 
	[image: ]
	 f)
	Chester takes his bell with him as a memento.



	 
	[image: ]
	 g)
	Chester chirps goodbye to Harry and Tucker.










	2.
	Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the Chapter.




“Thank you, Tucker,” said Chester. He wanted to sound very [image: ], but the words came out sort of [image: ].”

The cricket wanted to remember every detail. “It’s funny,” he said at last. “Sometimes the subway station looks almost [image: ].”

No one said anything. This was the [image: ] time of all.”

Then the train gave a [image: ] forward. And as soon as it started to move, the three friends all found that they still had [image: ] of things to say…—and Chester just kept [image: ] goodbye as long as he could.”









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Fifteen







	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	1.
	If Chester is sad to leave, why do you think he went home?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What do you think Chester will miss the most about Times Square?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	How did Mario know that Chester had gone home?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why do you think Mario said: “And I’m glad” when Chester left?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Do you think the book has a happy ending? Explain why or why not.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]

	Imagine that Harry and Tucker did go visit Chester in the country. What would they find strange or different in the country? What do you think they would miss most about their home in Times Square?














	
	[image: ]




Chapters 1 to 3

Write a Post Card Home

Chester is writing to his friend the bullfrog back home on a post card. He has only space for 5 sentences. What is the most important thing that happened in the story that he would write about on his post card? Where did it happen? Put a picture of the place on the front of the postcard. On the back of the picture, write a 5 sentence note to the bullfrog back home about what important event happened in New York City.

[image: ]

 







	
	[image: ]




Chapter 6

A Word of Advice

Imagine Chester had a cousin who is coming to visit him. If you were Chester, what advice would you give to his cousin who is coming to Times Square, New York City? What would Chester tell him to bring, and why? What would Chester tell him to be careful about and why? What would Chester tell him that he should see and do and why? Now, write Chester’s cousin a letter telling him all your good advice.









	[image: ]
	




Chapter 8

Tell Us How To Survive in the City

Imagine you are Tucker, Chester, or Harry. Think about their personality. You are going to write clear directions to tell someone how to do something. Think about what Tucker, Harry and Chester did in the story. Think about how they talked. Think about what they said. Think about what they thought about. Choose one of the following topics, then get into the ‘skin’ of one of the characters to tell us how each character would act.

•   Find money in Times Square (as a mouse, like Tucker)

•   Have a party with your friends (as a cricket, like Chester)

•   Make friends in a new city (as a cat, like Harry)

 







	[image: ]
	




Chapters 10 to 11

Breaking News!

Imagine you are a reporter for the local newspaper. You need to ask 6 questions to Tucker, Harry or Chester about the fire that happened in the newsstand. Reporters ask questions to get the facts using Who, What, Where, When, Why, and How. What questions would you ask, and how would Tucker, Harry or Chester answer? Then, write a story for a newspaper.









	
	[image: ]




Chapter 13

Draw the Story

Was there a part of the story that you could see in your mind? Draw a picture of your favorite part of the story. Give the picture a title. Write one sentence beneath the picture to describe what was happening in the story at that time.

 







	
	[image: ]




Chapter 15

Alternate Ending

Imagine what happens after the end of the story. After the train leaves, what happened to Chester? How does he get home? What does he see on the way? What will have changed at home at his stump? How would you finish the story?









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are even backwards.











	aria
	muffle
	subway
	bass
	opera



	editor
	purring
	tenor
	enchanting
	recital



	frantic
	solo
	conductor
	hymns
	soot



	encores
	chirp
	jinx
	fold
	melancholy



	Orpheus
	rummaged
	soprano
	perfect pitch
	shuttle






[image: ]









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Comprehension Quiz









	Answer each question in a complete sentence.
	[image: ]



	1.
	 
	Chester came to Times Square by accident. Describe how Chester ended up in Times Square, New York. Make sure to name 3 things that happened to bring him there.



	 
	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 
	 



	2.
	 
	Mario said Chester was a ‘lucky bug.” Name two things Chester and his friends do that are bad luck for the Bellinis.



	 
	1.
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	2.
	 



	3.
	 
	What did Mario give Chester to sleep in?



	 
	 
	 
	[image: ]



	4.
	 
	What two games did Mario and Chester play?



	 
	 
	







	 
	and
	 




	[image: ]



	5.
	 
	Sai Fong tells Mario the story of the first cricket. How is Chester similar to the first cricket?



	 
	 
	 
	[image: ]



	6.
	 
	Chester is ‘noble’ and honorable. He does the right thing, even when it is a hard thing to do. Give 2 examples of when Chester acts honorably.



	 
	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 
	 



	7.
	 
	What is the biggest problem the Bellinis have? How does Chester help them solve this problem?



	 
	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:  /13









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Comprehension Quiz









	8.
	 
	Why is Mr. Smedley important to this story?



	 
	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 
	 



	9.
	 
	At the beginning of the story, Mama Bellini did not like Chester. Why did she change her mind about him?



	 
	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 
	 



	10.
	 
	Give three reasons why Chester decided to go home.



	 
	1.
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	2.
	 



	 
	3.
	 



	11.
	 
	Who is Orpheus?



	 
	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	12.
	 
	Explain 2 ways that Chester is like Orpheus.



	 
	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 
	 



	13.
	 
	How does Mario know that Chester is not coming back?



	 
	 
	 
	[image: ]



	14.
	 
	Why does Mario say “And I am glad” when he realizes that Chester isn’t coming back?



	 
	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:  /13












	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but could include bugs, birds, cats, dogs…

 Vocabulary 

1. subway

2. conductor

3. station

4. shuttle


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    F 

c)    F 

d)    T 

e)    T 

f)    T 

g)    F 

h)    F 

   2.   

a) Tucker

b) Papa Bellini

c) Mama Bellini

d) Mario

e) Paul


	
   1.   

They work many hours and didn’t have much free time. Mario was able to work late on Saturday nights.

   2.   

Answers may vary. Paul had paid him too much, and Mario is an honest boy.

   3.   

Answers may vary. Paul feels bad for Mario and his family, and he is generous.

   4.   

a) shriek, rumble

b) screeching, hooting, howling

c) babble, barking

d) purring


	
   1.   

Answers may vary. Students should suggest the chirping of a cricket, based upon the title of the book.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

 Vocabulary 

1. B

2. H

3. F

4. J

5. C

6. D

7. A

8. G

9. I

10. E


	
   1.   

a) cricket

b) matchbox

c) chocolate

d) Bellini

e) newsstand

   2.   

a) lucky

b) screens

c) temperature

d) said


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Sentences may vary; page numbers will vary; Chapter 2 “Mario”; “He was a peaceful man and always tried to head off arguments.”

   2.   

Chester is sad and frightened or nervous. Reasons will vary, but may include: “wistfully”; “I’m a country cricket”; “I’ve been lying over there for 3 days not knowing what to do.”

   3.   

Three days.

   4.   

Hiding in the corner, trying to figure out what to do. Reasons will vary.

   5.   

Answers may vary. Tucker is a very friendly animal.

   6.   

Predictions will vary, but may include: the cat will attack Tucker (due to own knowledge of cats and mice); the cat is friends with Tucker (due to impressions of cover art).





	
11

	
12

	
13

	
14

	
15

	
16

















	
[image: ]

   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: some cats can be trained not to eat mice, birds, etc.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: getting a book from the library; searching online for care of crickets; talk to someone who has kept crickets as pets.

 Vocabulary 

1. frantic

2. acquaintance

3. scornfully

4. urging

5. enchanting


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  C

b) [image: ]  D

c) [image: ]  A

d) [image: ]  B

e) [image: ]  A


	
   1.   

Answers may vary. Harry feels happy when he hears the chirp.

   2.   

He brings him food, water, and is careful with him. He also made him a bed, and is getting him a home.

   3.   

He gets up early; urges Papa to get ready quicker; is very gentle with him; shows him off to Mickey and Mr. Smedley.

   4.   

He is a music teacher and comes regularly to the newsstand. On the last Sunday of each month he buys the Musical American magazine. He also talks about the opera with the Bellini family.

   5.   

Orpheus was a musician who made such beautiful music, that the whole world stopped to listen.

   6.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: different foods, different languages, some bright colors, and silk clothes.

 Vocabulary 

1. B

2. A

3. F

4. D

5. C

6. E


	
   1.   

a) 5

b) 6

c) 1

d) 2

e) 4

f) 7

g) 3

   2.   

a) cross-legged; old; silk; dragons; clay

b) slyly; smoke

c) musical; violin


	
   1.   

Answers may vary. Chinatown: small buildings, narrow curving streets, quiet and not so many people. Times Square: loud, crowded, tall buildings, neon lights.

   2.   

He became excited, friendly and interested.

   3.   

Answers will vary.

   4.   

Answers will vary, but may include: save, and pay a little at a time or make his own cage with Papa.

   5.   

GOOD LUCK IS COMING YOUR WAY. BE READY.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: The first cricket is honest and noble. He does the right thing.

 Vocabulary 

1. pranced

2. burrowed

3. luxury

4. soufflé

5. overcame

6. crouched

7. admiration


	
   1.   

a) Tucker

b) Chester

c) Chester

d) Harry

   2.   

He dreamed he was eating a leaf. He was actually eating a $2.00 bill. He dreamed a storm was blowing wind. The storm was actually a gust of air blowing through the newsstand.

   3.   

a) Tucker said: California; Chester said: can’t run away

b) Tucker said: pass it off as a one dollar bill; Chester said: believe it

c) Tucker said: Eat the rest of it; Chester said: accuse each other of losing it

d) Tucker said: thief; Chester said: damage


	
   1.   

They are not making much money.

   2.   

Die than live his life behind bars.

   3.   

It was decided that since the cricket was Mario’s pet, the boy would have to replace the money.

   4.   

Tucker should donate 2 dollars worth of the money he has saved.

   5.   

Answers will vary, but may include: He does the right thing.

   6.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Yes, he is honest and noble.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Yes. He helps when there is a problem, and he keeps Tucker from being too greedy or stingy.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Talk to the vet; do some research.

   3.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Someone who knows about crickets: Sai Fong; Chinatown.

 Vocabulary 

1. D

2. E

3. F

4. G

5. B

6. A

7. C


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  B

b) [image: ]  A

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Mario Saw: Chinatown, Chinese gentlemen, silk clothes. Mario Heard: Chinese language, cricket chirp. Mario Did: bowed, ate dinner. Mario Ate: Chow Yuk, Duck and Pineapple. Mario Said: My cricket is sick. Mario Thought: I am glad my cricket made them happy.


	
[image: ]

   1.   

To get help with his cricket’s diet.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: An old tradition.

   3.   

Mulberry leaves.

   4.   

Choppy Murmur – voices Mario heard coming from the back room of the shop.

Rapped – Mario knocking on the glass and making a rapping noise.

Ah! – a sound of exclamation as Sai Fong recognizes Mario.

Chirps – the sound Chester makes with his wings.

Clicking – the sound of the men talking Chinese to each other, and comparing it to the sound of chopsticks.

Creaking – the sound of the rocking chair as it moved.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

   3.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Scream, run away, faint.

 Vocabulary 

1. aria

2. jinx

3. sopranos

4. contraltos

5. tenors

6. basses

7. rumba

8. melancholy


	
   1.   

a) 6

b) 2

c) 3

d) 1

e) 4

f) 5

g) 7

h) 8

   2.   

a) 1

b) 5

c) 2

d) 3

e) 4

f) 6

   3.   

a) [image: ] B   b) [image: ] A


	
   1.   

The cricket plays music and people feel happy; the Bellinis and Mr. Smedley love music; Harry, Tucker and Chester have music at their party.

   2.   

Tucker knocked the box of matches over, causing them to light. Harry tried to smother it with magazines.

   3.   

Harry tried to smother it with magazines; Tucker tried to pull the magazines away from the fire; Chester suggested pouring liquid on it, then hit the alarm on the clock.

   4.   

Because he sang her favorite song, and brought back good memories from her time in Italy.

   5.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Play music for money and to attract customers; play music for their enjoyment.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Chester is going to play music in public.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

 Vocabulary 

1. movements, solo, hymns

2. phrasing

3. recital

4. musicologist


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    T 

c)    F 

d)    T 

e)    T 

f)    T 

g)    F 

h)    F 

   2.   

a) talented

b) beautiful

c) precious

d) money

   3.   

Tucker says learning new music will be “easy as pie”.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Harry knows how much Tucker likes money. Tucker is always looking for opportunities.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: To give money to the Bellini family, and to build up his ‘retirement fund’.

   3.   

Answers will vary, but may include: happy, proud, astounded.

   4.   

Answers will vary, but may include: He plays with heart and soul.
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   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: People will come to the newsstand, perhaps pay money.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

   3.   

Answers will vary.

 Vocabulary 

a) entomologist

b) scales

c) miserable

d) editor

e) encore


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  D

b) [image: ]  A

c) [image: ]  B

d) [image: ]  B

e) [image: ]  D


	
   1.   

“Life didn’t seem to have the fun and freedom it had before.”; “Chester found that it made you tired.”; “… he wasn’t used to playing on a schedule.”; “Chester didn’t like being looked at.”

   2.   

It was September 1st; a brown leaf blew in; someone tried to steal his bell; Mario says he wished Chester never came to New York if it meant he would be miserable.

   3.   

Mario says: “I know how I’d feel if I were a cricket.”

   4.   

Answers will vary, but may include: He explains that he is homesick for Connecticut in the Autumn.


	
 Vocabulary 

Across

1. recital

4. autumn

5. gulpy

6. timetable

7. septemberish

9. train

10. peak

Down

2. Connecticut

3. Orpheus

7. smidgen

8. muffle


	
   1.   

a) 7

b) 5

c) 3

d) 1

e) 2

f) 4

g) 6

   2.   

a) cheerful

b) gulpy

c) beautiful

d) hardest

e) lurch

f) millions

g) chirping


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: He says he loves New York but he loves home more.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: His friends; Mario.

   3.   

He took his bell, and a thief would have also stolen the money.

   4.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Mario wanted Chester to be happy more than staying in New York.

   5.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Yes, everyone is sad that they aren’t together, but will always be friends.
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Word Search Puzzle
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   1.   

He jumped into a picnic basket; got trapped under a roast beef sandwich; the family drove to the train; they took the train into New York; they walked to the Times Square subway platform where he finally escaped.

   2.   

He ate half of a $2.00 bill and helped cause a fire in the newsstand.

   3.   

A matchbox and/or a pagoda cage.

   4.   

Leapfrog and hide and seek.

   5.   

Chester is like the first cricket because he is honest and he always tells the truth.

   6.   

He acted nobly and honorably when he stayed in his cage after eating the $2.00 bill, and went back after the fire.

   7.   

The Bellinis do not make enough money. Chester’s concerts bring a lot of customers to the newsstand


	
   8.   

Mr. Smedley wrote the letter to the paper about Chester. People read the letter and then came to hear Chester’s music.

   9.   

Mama Bellini started liking Chester after he played her favorite Italian Folksong.

   10.   

He missed the beauty of September in the countryside; he didn’t like people staring at him; he wanted freedom from performing.

   11.   

Orpheus is a character in a myth. He was such a great musician that when he made his music, the whole world stopped and listened.

   12.   

Chester is like Orpheus because he played music so beautifully. In his last concert, Chester’s music caused everyone in the station, on the street, and in the cars to stop and listen.

   13.   

He took his bell.

   14.   

Mario knows that he was sad and that he wanted to be free. He wants Chester to be happy.
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