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Contents

[image: ]







	[image: ]
	TEACHER GUIDE



	 
	• Assessment Rubric



	 
	• How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?



	 
	• Graphic Organizers



	 
	• Bloom’s Taxonomy for Reading Comprehension



	 
	• Teaching Strategies



	 
	• Summary of the Story



	 
	• Vocabulary



	[image: ]
	STUDENT HANDOUTS



	 
	• Spotlight on Katherine Paterson



	 
	• Chapter Questions



	 
	Chapter 1



	 
	Chapter 2



	 
	Chapter 3



	 
	Chapter 4



	 
	Chapter 5



	 
	Chapter 6



	 
	Chapter 7



	 
	Chapters 8 – 9



	 
	Chapters 10 – 11



	 
	Chapters 12 – 13



	 
	• Writing Tasks



	 
	• Word Search



	 
	• Comprehension Quiz



	[image: ]
	EASY-MARKING™ ANSWER KEY



	 
	GRAPHIC ORGANIZERS




[image: ]


Assessment Rubric

[image: ]

Bridge to Terabithia









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	KILLS/KNOWLEDGE

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of the Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a basic understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a good understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	Content

	Information incomplete; key details missing

	Some information complete; details missing

	All required information complete; key details contain some description

	All required information complete; enough description for clarity




	Style

	Little variety in word choice; language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice; language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice; language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words; precise language.




	Conventions

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Bridge to Terabithia is a Newberry Medal winning novel written by Katherine Paterson. It is a story of remarkable depth and richness about a friendship that develops between a young boy and girl. Together, Jess Aarons and Leslie Burke create a magical imaginary world, “Terabithia”, where they can escape the problems of daily life. It is a coming of age story in which Jess must come to terms with Leslie’s tragic death. Important themes include: strength and courage, the power of imagination, grief and loss, the role of religion or faith traditions in daily life, gender roles, etc.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each chapter or group of chapters there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in our Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of Bridge to Terabithia. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	CHARACTER DESCRIPTION
For this activity, students are asked to choose one of the characters from the story and complete the information at the top of the page (name, age, etc.). Then, have students describe the character using the web. They can write down personality traits, physical appearance, important things the character said or did and what that tells us about the character, etc. Next, students answer four questions that require them to think imaginatively about the character. The character description can then be used to write another chapter or another story with this character and the student as main characters in the new story. Found on Page 53.











	EVENTS CALENDAR
This activity is an excellent tool to help students identify the events in the story in the order they occur. You may wish to hand out this organizer as the students are ready to begin the novel. Then they cay fill it in as they read. All information that happens in each month does not necessarily have to be included. Jotting down, in point form, the main events is most important, which can help students answer questions about the sequence of events. Found on Page 54.
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	COMPARING THEMES
This activity can be used to help students make connections between how a theme plays out in the novel and how it is playing out in their own life. Begin by having students brainstorm a list of various themes found in the novel. (They can write their list in their notebook or on the back of their paper). Some of the themes in this novel include: friendship; growing up (coming of age); having courage to face our problems; the power of imagination; dealing with grief, loss and death, the importance of religion/spirituality/faith traditions in daily life, gender roles, etc. Then, have students choose one of the themes from their list that interests them the most. Using the organizer, they identify the similarities and differences of the theme within the book and that theme in their own life. Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of application, analysis, synthesis and evaluation, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest, creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

Bridge to Terabithia is a novel that may be approached in several ways. Most obvious is as a traditional, whole-class read-aloud in which the teacher reads the book out loud to the entire class, stopping after one or more chapters for the students to answer the chapter questions. As they complete the questions, students reread the chapter(s) on their own. Depending on the interests and needs of your students, you may choose to apply some shared or modeled reading, focusing discussion on the author’s skills, choices made in writing, and the elements of the narrative. The BEFORE YOU READ and AFTER YOU READ activities in this Literature Kit™ provide a basis for such discussions.

To facilitate small group and independent study learning, these activities have been divided into chapter groupings to allow students to work on manageable sections of the novel, and not feel overwhelmed by the activities. Teachers may also choose to use only a selection of the activities in this resource for small group or independent study, assigning tasks that match students’ specific needs, and allowing students to work at their own speed. The components of this resource make it flexible and easy to adapt as not all of the activities need to be completed.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections. Journaling prompts have been included at the end of each chapter section to facilitate students’ thinking and writing.
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Summary of the Story

A touching and humorous story about a Ten-year-old boy on the run.

Jess Aarons Jr. wants nothing more than to be the fastest runner in the fifth grade. He spends his whole summer practicing his running technique. When school starts and the racing resumes, the winner of the race ends up being Leslie Burkes, a girl, and Jess’ new nextdoor neighbor!

Over the course of the novel, Jess and Leslie develop an honest and caring friendship in which they learn important lessons from each other about life and growing up. With Leslie’s understanding and encouragement, Jess learns strength and courage. He learns how to stand up for people he cares about, as well as many new things about opening up his mind to new possibilities.

Together, Jess and Leslie create the imaginary and magical kingdom of Terabithia where they can escape the problems of daily life. Then, one morning in the spring, Leslie goes to Terabithia alone and tragedy strikes. As she is crossing the creek by swinging across it on a rope, she accidentally falls – and dies. Jess must now come to terms with his grief and the loss of his dear friend. As he does, he realizes just how much he has gained from his friendship with Leslie.

This is a beautifully written story that deals eloquently with important issues and themes. There are numerous opportunities for discussion and personal reflections, and the theme of grief, loss and death needs to be handled with sensitivity

Suggestions for Further Reading
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	BOOKS BY KATHERINE PATERSON
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	The Sign of the Chrysanthemum © 1973



	Of Nightengales That Weep © 1974



	The Master Puppeteer © 1975



	Bridge to Terabithia © 1977



	Jacob Have I Loved © 1980



	Rebels of the Heavenly Kingdom © 1983



	Come Sing, Jimmy Jo © 1985



	Park’s Quest © 1988



	Lyddie © 1991



	Flip-Flop Girl © 1994



	Jip, His Story © © 1996



	Preacher’s Boy © 1999



	The Same Stuff as Stars © 2002





OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

Scott O’Dell, Island of the Blue Dolphins © 1960

Madeleine L’Engle, A Wrinkle in Time © 1962

Natalie Babbit, Tuck Everlasting © 1975

Lois Lowry, Number the Stars © 1989
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Vocabulary


CHAPTER 1

• cud • decent • despised • discard • haul • obedient • peculiar • shebang • sloshing • worship




CHAPTER 2

• allotted • anticipation • cagey • endure • fidgety • hippie • hypocritical • nauseate • pandemonium • proverbial • scalding • suburbs • tremble




CHAPTER 3

• conceited • conscious • conspicuous • grudgingly • repulsive • sarcasm • temptation




CHAPTER 4

• consolation • contempt • deliberate • dictator • dittoed • faltered • gully • hemline • • insufficiencies • liable • ominously • prissily • rumpus • sacred • siege • stronghold • tyrant




CHAPTER 5

• crimson • cuss • parapets • reckon • regicide • revenge • snickered • squawked • stricken • • vigorously




CHAPTER 6

• annoyance • appreciative • awkwardly • cursing • desperate • foundling • jester • miserably • obsessed • pool • prancing • prescribe • solemn • speculation • splurged




CHAPTER 7

• alcove • dreg • dumbfounded • hernia • hostile • ignorant • savages • vile




CHAPTER 8

• cease • clambered • complacent • congregation • dunce • flounce • garbled • laid off • udders • wheedling




CHAPTER 9

• beseech • britches • earnest • sodden • sporadically • vanquished




CHAPTER 10

• anxiety • flank • genuine • liberated • obviously • scrawny • suppress • vaulted




CHAPTER 11

• brood • consciousness • sow




CHAPTER 12

• parlors • stranded • retrieved




CHAPTER 13

• constricting • cremated • piteously • possessed • procession
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Katherine Paterson
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Katherine Womeldorf Paterson was born in Qing Jiang, Jiangsu, China in 1932. Her parents were American missionaries working in China. There she learned the Chinese language, how to accept differences and respect cultures that were different from her own. By the time she was fifteen years old, she had moved fifteen times. She felt terribly lonely and found refuge inside books.

Back in the United States, she graduated from King College in Bristol, Tennessee with an English degree. She worked in a small rural school in Virginia for a year before doing her Master’s in Richmond, Virginia. Her plan was to work as a missionary in China but in the late 1950’s China was not allowing any Americans into their country. She decided to go to Japan instead.

In 1962, she married her husband, John. They had two of their own children and adopted two more.

Katherine took an adult creative writing class and nine years later, in 1973, Sign of the Chrysanthemum was published.

Katherine always had the love of reading fiction books. She decided not to write nonfiction because she felt it was important for children to read fiction and connect with the real world.

Her readers can experience what happens to others as a way to prepare themselves for their own future experiences. She was inspired to write Bridge to Terabithia when she was helping her son deal with the death of his best friend who was struck by lightning.

Looking back, Katherine believes her experiences in China and Japan, and her strong Biblical heritage influenced the tone and themes within her books. Katherine and her husband now live in Barre, Vermont.


[image: ]

•   Katherine Paterson has won awards for thirteen of her books.

•   Bridge to Terabithia won eight different awards including Newberry Medal.

•   Because she has moved so much, Katherine says she is a lot like Leslie Burke.
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Chapter One

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Katherine Paterson wrote Bridge to Terabithia. She also wrote Park’s Quest, Jip, His Story, Jacob Have I Loved and The Great Gilly Hopkins (just to name a few). How familiar are you with this author? Why do you think her books are so appealing to young teens?

 

 

2.  Before you begin the novel, look at the front cover. What does the image show? Based on this image and the title of the book, what do you think the story will be about? Where do you think the bridge is? Have you ever heard of Terabithia?
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Complete each sentence with a word from the list.









	  decent  
	   worship   
	  despised  
	   cud   



	   peculiar   
	     haul     
	  shebang  
	



	  discard  
	   obedient   
	  sloshing  
	










	1.

	We will __________ the trash to the dump in the truck.




	2.

	Something different, odd or unusual can be called __________.




	3.

	It was a long and extensive list, and he read the whole __________.




	4.

	Someone marked by kindness, goodwill and integrity can also be called __________.




	5.

	One who follows the demands or wishes of a person with authority is said to be __________.




	6.

	The cows were standing in the field chewing their __________.




	7.

	After she ate the chocolate bar she would __________ the wrapper.




	8.

	Younger siblings sometimes look up to or __________ their older siblings.




	9.

	He knew the washing machine was still on because he could hear the water splashing and __________ around.




	10.

	 The cat didn’t like the dog; in fact he __________ him.
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Chapter One
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	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Jess woke up early to milk the cow.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Jess had four brothers.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	May Belle worshiped Jess.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Brenda and Ellie went shopping with Miz Timmons.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Momma was quick because she needed to get to work.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Jess Jr. took a very lengthy shower.



	 
	T
	F
	g)
	The girls told momma that daddy had promised them money for school shopping.


	 
	T
	F
	h)
	Momma was very proud that Jess was such a hard-worker.


	 
	T
	F
	i)
	Daddy had given them $5.00 so now they would have $10.00.



	 
	T
	F
	j)
	The whole family was from Georgia.














	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  7  in the order they occurred in the chapter.



	 
	 

	 a)
	Jess’ goal was to be the fastest runner in the fifth grade.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Miss Bessie needed to be milked.



	 
	 

	 c)
	Miz Timmons picked up the girls.



	 
	 

	 d)
	Jess practiced his running early in the morning.



	 
	 

	 e)
	May Belle told Jess about the new neighbors moving into the old Perkins place.



	 
	 

	 f)
	Ellie teased Jess of being a big O-lympic star.



	 
	 

	 g)
	Momma was burning the grits.
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Chapter One
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Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Why was it so important to Jess to run early every morning? What else could he have done to improve his workout?

 

 

2.  Have you ever wanted something so much that you would make sacrifices like Jess did? What was your goal? What sacrifices did you make? Did you attain your goal?

 

 

3.  Imagine that you are May Belle, and write about why Jess is so important to you and why you worship him.

 

 

4.  Jess’ mom relies on Jess for many chores in and around the house. List the ways in which your parents depend on you. Was Jess really lazy as his mom believed? Why or why not?

 

 

5.  Authors often use literary devices to make their writing interesting. A simile is a literary device that makes a comparison between two different things using the words like or as. For example, in Chapter One, Jess fears that momma would be mad as flies in a fruit jar. The author, Katherine Paterson, uses a simile to compare Momma’s anger to flies buzzing around in a jar. Try to find three more similes in the chapter and write them below.
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	Imagine that a new family is moving in next door to you. Write about these people. Who are they? Where are they from? How many members are in the family? Why are they moving in? How long do they intend to stay?
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Chapter Two


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Moving can be both exciting and scary. How would you feel moving to a new place? How would you go about making new friends and finding your way around town?

 

 

2.  How many friends of the opposite sex do you have? How close are you? In your opinion, can a girl and a boy be best friends? Why or why not?

 

 

3.  What type of neighbors do you predict the Aarons will have? What gives you that impression?
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Synonyms are words that have the same or similar meanings. Write the synonym for each word below.









	  allotted  
	   anticipation   
	  cagey  
	   endure   



	   fidgety   
	  hypocritical  
	     nauseated     
	  pandemonium  



	   proverbial   
	  scalding  
	  squished  
	     trembled     















	1.
	uproar
	 

	 
	2.
	sickened
	 




	3.
	flattened
	 

	 
	4.
	uneasy
	 




	5.
	scorching
	 

	 
	6.
	persist
	 




	7.
	unquestioned
	 

	 
	8.
	expectancy
	 




	9.
	wary
	 

	 
	10.
	designated
	 




	11.
	quivered
	 

	 
	12.
	deceptive
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Chapter Two
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	1.
	Put a check mark next to the answer that completes the sentence correctly.



	 
	a)
	Jess’ favorite activities were
	b)
	Jess especially loved to draw
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	A
	animal care and running.
	[image: ]
	A
	crazy animals with problems.
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	B
	drawing and running.
	[image: ]
	B
	crazy people.
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	C
	drawing and picking on May Belle.
	[image: ]
	C
	regular animals, like Miss Bessie, and chickens.



	 
	c)
	The sister who bought the seethrough blouse was
	d)
	Jess was secretly in love with
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	A
	Joyce Ann.
	[image: ]
	A
	a fellow hippie student.
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	B
	Brenda.
	[image: ]
	B
	a peacenik neighbor.
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	C
	Ellie.
	[image: ]
	C
	a music teacher.



	 
	e)
	The name of the school that Jess attends is
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	A
	Lake Creek Elementary.
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	B
	Lark Stream Elementary.
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	C
	Lark Creek Elementary.
	 
	 
	 















	2.
	Which answer best describes…



	 
	a)
	what Jess thinks of Miss Edmunds?
	b)
	how Jess feels about being the only guy?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	She is pretty.
	[image: ]
	A
	proud
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	B
	She is gorgeous.
	[image: ]
	B
	privileged
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	C
	She is cute.
	[image: ]
	C
	lonely
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Chapters Two
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Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  When you need to get away to allow yourself to think, where do you go? Do you do anything special like drawing, writing in a diary, or listening to music? How often do you get away?

 

 

2.  Why did thinking about Wayne Pettis make Jess keep on running?

 

 

3.  If you were Jess and had just met Leslie, what would your reaction have been like? How do you think Jess would have reacted if Leslie was a boy? What would be different?

 

 

4.  What, more than anything in the world, do you think Jess wants?

 

 

5.  Have you ever had a crush on one of your teachers? Explain.

 

 

6.  Do you agree with Jess’ father about boys drawing and becoming artists? Why or why not?

 

 

7.  If you were Jess’ mom, what would have been your reactions to your daughter buying a see-through blouse? Would there have been any consequences? Explain.
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	When was the last time you met someone new? What emotions did you feel? Did you get along right away or was there some uncomfortable quiet time? How can people overcome their shyness when they meet new people? Can you recall how and where you met your best friend?
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Chapter Three


Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	What type of relationship do you predict Jess and Leslie will have? Will they completely avoid each other? Will they become friends? Will they fall in love?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	Have you ever wanted something so much that you had to compete for it? What was it? Did you get what you wanted? Thinking back on it now, was there anything you could have done better to get what you wanted?
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Use a dictionary to find the definitions of the words below. Write each word in a sentence that shows the meaning of the word.









	1.
	repulsive
	sentence:
	 




	2.
	conceited
	sentence:
	 




	3.
	conscious
	sentence:
	 




	4.
	conspicuous
	sentence:
	 




	5.
	grudgingly
	sentence:
	 




	6.
	sarcasm
	sentence:
	 




	7.
	temptation
	sentence:
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Chapter Three
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	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Leslie wore new blue jeans and a faded blue t-shirt on the first day of school.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Mrs. Myers was upset that she had 31 students in her class.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Gary Fulcher asked Jess if he was going to run.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Wayne Pettis was also in the fifth grade.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Jess had to stay in at recess to copy the dictionary.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Jess wondered how he was going to last the next eight months.



	 
	T
	F
	g)
	The boys had no choice but to allow Leslie to run.


	 
	T
	F
	h)
	The children ate lunch in their classroom.


	 
	T
	F
	i)
	Jimmy Deal and Clyde Mitchell broke out into a fight at the finishing ine.



	 
	T
	F
	j)
	Jess won the race.



	 
	T
	F
	k)
	Jess really loves Leslie.














	2.
	Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? Write your answer in the space provided. Be ready to justify your opinions.



	 
	 

	 a)
	Girls can be just as good athletes as boys.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Thirty-one students in one class is too many.



	 
	 

	 c)
	You should not let others push you around.



	 
	 

	 d)
	It’s good for the soul to move (change residence) at least once in a young person’s life.
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Chapter Three
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Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  What emotions did you feel for Jess when it was time to run? Did you expect him to win? Do you think he would have been the fastest boy? Why or why not?

 

 

2.  Why do you think Mrs. Myers was only seen smiling on the first and the last days of school? Why do you think Jess questioned himself about having to last another eight years?

 

 

3.  What do you think about girls and boys competing with each other in sports activities?

 

 

4.  When Jess was running, who did he wish could see him? Explain.

 

 

5.  What made Jess stand up for Leslie? Would you have responded differently? Do you think this has anything to do with him feeling sorry for her?

 

 

6.  The author uses a variety of interesting and effective similes in Chapter Three. (Remember: a simile is a comparison of two different things, often using the words like or as.) Try to find three similes from the chapter.
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	Reread the part of Chapter Three in which Jess and the others are running. Think of a sport you have participated in. Write a play-by-play account of one of the captivating moments of the sport. Write your account so that the reader will feel the build-up of energy and excitement of the sport.
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Chapter Four

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  How do you think the relationship between Jess and Leslie will develop?

 

 

2.  When you meet a person for the first time, at what point in the conversation do you know that you will become good friends? Or just become acquaintances? Or that you’re not interested in developing a relationship at all?
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Write each word next to its definition.









	  consolation  
	   deliberate   
	  dictator  
	   faltered   



	   gully   
	  insufficiency  
	     liable     
	  tyrant  



	   prissily   
	  rumpus  
	  stronghold  
	     suspense     











	1.
	With an excessively prim or proper manner
	 




	2.
	Answerable and responsible
	 




	3.
	Intentional and well considered
	 




	4.
	Hesitated and stumbled
	 




	5.
	Fortress
	 




	6.
	A failing or inadequacy
	 




	7.
	An oppressive or cruel ruler
	 




	8.
	One who rules with absolute power
	 




	9.
	Comfort during a time of distress
	 




	10.
	Noise and confusion
	 




	11.
	A state of uncertainty
	 




	12.
	A channel or ravine worn by water
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Chapter Four
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	1.
	Answer each question with the words from the list. One word will be left over.












	siege
	 Narnia 
	tacky
	 hemline 



	heaven
	 Moby Dick 
	 Jacques Cousteau 
	sacred












	 
	 

	 a)
	According to Jess’ mom, what type of clothing does Leslie wear?



	 
	 

	 b)
	Where did Jess look to help him not crack up?



	 
	 

	 c)
	What book inspired Terabithia?



	 
	 

	 d)
	What place did Jess compare Terabithia to?



	 
	 

	 e)
	How did Terabithia need to be kept?



	 
	 

	 f)
	What story did Leslie use to win Jess over?



	 
	 

	 g)
	From what did they need to protect their kingdom?



	 
	 

	 h)
	What show were they supposed to watch for their homework assignment?












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  7  in the order they occurred in the chapters.



	 
	 

	 a)
	Some girls were laughing at Leslie.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Jess stood up to Janice Avery.



	 
	 

	 c)
	Jess and Leslie created a secret place for only the two of them.



	 
	 

	 d)
	Leslie is sure that Terabithia is haunted with good things.



	 
	 

	 e)
	Leslie gave May Belle her paper dolls.



	 
	 

	 f)
	Jess didn’t enjoy running anymore.



	 
	 

	 g)
	Jess and Leslie were friends and they weren’t bothered by others teasing them.
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Chapter Four
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Answer the questions in complete sentences.








	1.

	Many schools prohibit the game King of the Mountain. Give three reasons that would support this position.




	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.

	Whose idea was it to have a special place? Explain how Terabithia could not be haunted with evil things.




	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.

	Why do you think Jess was bothered by Leslie calling her parents by their names, “Judy” and “Bill”?




	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.

	Why was Jess’ mom so judgmental when it came to Leslie and her parents? What advice can you give to someone when their parents don’t like their friends?




	 
	 



	 
	 



	5. a)

	The setting of a story is the time and place in which the action occurs. Based on the information you have read so for, where and when do you think this story takes place? Give evidence from the story.




	 
	 



	 
	 



	b)

	How might Terabithia be different if it was in the city rather than the country?




	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Imagine you have met someone from another country and he or she asks what game you like to play or activity you are involved in. Write your answer, describing what the game or activity is, and the rules and regulations. Who can participate? How did you get involved? Don’t follow Jess; be truthful and write about the real game or activity you like.













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Five

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Jess didn’t feel comfortable at Leslie’s house, nor did he feel okay when she was at his house. How important do you think Terabithia will be for their relationship? Do you have your own Terabithia? Explain.

 

 

2.  Chapter Five is entitled The Giant Killers. What do you predict will happen in this chapter? Who are the Giant Killers? What will they do?

 

 


[image: ]

Complete each sentence with a word from the list.









	revenge
	 snicker 
	parapet
	 crimson 



	 reckon 
	squawk
	 stricken 
	



	regicide
	 vigorously 
	   cuss   
	










	1.

	To __________ at someone is to utter a disrespectful laugh.




	2.

	He was so horrible and mean to me, I will get my __________ !




	3.

	When her infant child died suddenly in the night, the woman was __________ with grief.




	4.

	A railing along the edge of a balcony is called a __________ .




	5.

	Baby birds __________ when they are hungry and want to be fed.




	6.

	She was so embarrassed, her face was __________ .




	7.

	To think or to ponder is also to __________ .




	8.

	An action done with great force is said to be done __________ .




	9.

	To say a profane or obscene expression is to __________ .




	10.

	__________ is the killing of a king.
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Chapter Five

[image: ]












	1.
	Put a check mark next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	Who are the three bullies?
	b)
	What was stolen out of May Belle’s lunch box?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Janice Avery, Wilma Dean and Bobby Sue Henshaw
	[image: ]
	A
	Her Twixies



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Janice Every, William Hughes and Billy Sue Henshaw
	[image: ]
	B
	Her Twirlers



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Janice Very, Willie Jean and Bobby Sue Henshaw
	[image: ]
	C
	Her Twinkies



	 
	c)
	What was the principal’s name at Lark Creek Elementary School?
	d)
	What name did Jess and Leslie use to sign the letter they wrote to Janice?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Mr. Warner
	[image: ]
	A
	Will Huge



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Mr. Burner
	[image: ]
	B
	Willie Hughes



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Mr. Turner
	[image: ]
	C
	William Hughes



	 
	e)
	What was the hardest part of their plan?
	 
	 



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Recopying the letter in unrecognizable writing
	 
	 
	 



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Putting the letter in Janice’s desk
	 
	 
	 



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Getting W.H. to sign the letter
	 
	 
	 















	2.
	Which answer best describes…



	 
	a)
	how Jess reacted when he heard Leslie and the teacher talking outside the classroom door?
	b)
	how May Belle felt when she ac cused Janice of stealing her snack?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	He froze.
	[image: ]
	A
	It was okay – she was allergic.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	He felt warm.
	[image: ]
	B
	It was okay – she was hungry.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	He felt extremely hot and faint.
	[image: ]
	C
	She wanted Janice dead!
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Chapter Five
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Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  What do you think of the comparison between Janice and the giant? Who would you compare Janice to? Explain your reasons.

 

 

2.  If you were the principal, how would you have handled the situation of May Belle getting her snack stolen? How would you deal with bullies?

 

 

3.  Do you think May Belle really wanted Janice dead? What would have been a better way to deal with May Belle’s anger?

 

 

4.  In this chapter, we read about Janice smoking in the washroom. What is your opinion about young people smoking?

 

 

5.  Do you agree with Jess and Leslie’s letter to Janice? Explain your reaction and what you might have done.

 

 








	[image: ]
	Bullying is an important issue that the author, Katherine Paterson, writes about in this novel. People bully others for a variety of reasons, one of which is simply to get attention. Write about how you respond if someone tried to bully you. What would you say and do? Why would you respond this way? How would you respond if you saw your friend bullying someone? Write about these two scenarios and share them with a partner.
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Chapter Six


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  How do you think Janice will find out about the real author of the letter? What do you think her reaction will be?

 

 

2.  Who is Prince Terrien? How did he get involved with the rulers of Terabithia?

 

 



[image: ]

Write each word beside its definition.










	solemn
	 cursing 
	prancing
	 appreciative 
	 annoyance 



	obsess
	 speculation 
	foundling
	 desperate 
	pool



	miserably
	 prescribe 
	jester
	 splurge 
	awkwardly



	consolidate
	 surplus 
	collapse
	 
	 














	1.
	Infant that has been deserted
	 

	2.
	To set out rules
	 




	3.
	To spend money extravagantly
	 

	4.
	Grateful
	 




	5.
	One who jokes around
	 

	6.
	To deflate
	 




	7.
	With great difficulty
	 

	8.
	Using offensive words
	 




	9.
	Despairing
	 

	10.
	An irritation
	 




	11.
	With great unhappiness
	 

	12.
	Serious
	 




	13.
	Common fund of resources
	 

	14.
	Swaggering
	 




	15.
	Guess, conjecture
	 

	16.
	Combine
	 




	17.
	An excess of something
	 

	18.
	To preoccupy the mind with one thought or feeling
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Chapter Six
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	1.
	Put a check mark next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	This chapter takes place during which holiday?
	b)
	What was May Belle hoping to get?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Thanksgiving
	[image: ]
	A
	A G.I. Joe



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Christmas
	[image: ]
	B
	A stuffed animal



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	New Year’s
	[image: ]
	C
	A Barbie doll



	 
	c)
	Where did Jess finally get his idea for Leslie’s present?
	d)
	Why was Joyce Ann so upset?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	He saw an advertisement in the newspaper.
	[image: ]
	A
	Prince Terrien was for Leslie.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	He saw a television commercial.
	[image: ]
	B
	Her doll was now broken.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	He saw a sign on his way home from school.
	[image: ]
	C
	Her markers were dried out.



	 
	e)
	What was Prince Terrien’s new occupation?
	f)
	Who spent the day complaining?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	To spray evil spirits away
	[image: ]
	A
	Leslie’s mom



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	To guard Terabithia
	[image: ]
	B
	Jess’ sister, Ellie



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	To chew Leslie’s shoes
	[image: ]
	C
	Jess’ mom















	2.
	Which answer best describes…



	 
	a)
	how Ellie responded to her mother’s praise?
	b)
	how Jess responded when he received his water color set?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	She put on a crying fit.
	[image: ]
	A
	He thought it was the best.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	She put on a plastic smile.
	[image: ]
	B
	He thought it was okay.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	She asked for more money.
	[image: ]
	C
	He was disappointed.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Six

[image: ]

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Do you think giving a puppy as a gift was a good idea or not? Explain your answer.

 

 

2.  What mood is there during your family gatherings? What was your impression of Jess’ gathering? Why do you think the author didn’t mention Leslie’s holiday with her parents?

 

 

3.  Why do you think Jess’ older sister doesn’t like Leslie? What does this tell you about Jess and Ellie’s relationship?

 

 

3.  Why was Annemarie lied to in Chapter Nine?

 

 

4.  If you could talk to Jess’ mom, what would you ask or tell her? Why?

 

 

5.  Describe the relationship between Jess and his younger sister May Belle.

 

 

6.  Authors create mood in a story to make it interesting and compelling to read, and to give the story depth. Mood is the overall feeling or atmosphere of a passage that creates an emotional response in the reader. Some examples of mood are suspenseful, comical, festive, gloomy, horror, etc. What mood has the author, Katherine Paterson, created in this chapter? Give clues (evidence) from the chapter that support your answer.

 

 








	[image: ]
	Brainstorm a list of gifts that could be offered to anyone and which are free. Share your answers with a partner. Then choose the five most interesting options from your lists and write down who you could give each gift to. Explain how you came to your decisions.
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Chapter Seven


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  What do you predict the New Year will bring for Jess and his family? For Leslie and her parents? What twists and turns do you see?

 

 

2.  Sometimes we don’t appreciate the relationships we have with others to their fullest until they are lost. Then we may have feelings of regret and wish that we had said or done something more to show our appreciation. Look at three relationships you have in your life presently. Write down the names of each person and what you appreciate most about each one.

 

 



[image: ]

Using your dictionary, find the definitions of the words below. Write down the definition of each word and the word’s part of speech (noun, verb, adjective, etc.).









	 
	Word
	Definition
	Part of Speech



	1.
	vile
	 
	 



	2.
	alcove
	 
	 



	3.
	dumbfounded
	 
	 



	4.
	hostile
	 
	 



	5.
	hernia
	 
	 



	6.
	ignorant
	 
	 



	7.
	savage
	 
	 



	8.
	glowingly
	 
	 



	9.
	hippie
	 
	 



	10.
	encounter
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Chapter Seven











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Jess didn’t feel the same when he went alone to Terabithia.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Leslie was helping her father renovate the Perkins place.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	P.T. is the dog, Princess Terrien.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Jess compares Leslie and her father’s relationship with one of a canker sore.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Leslie enjoyed talking, working and learning with her father.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Jess discovered he could be friends with Bill and helped him renovate the house.



	 
	T
	F
	g)
	Judy was busy recording an Italian CD.


	 
	T
	F
	h)
	Leslie told Jess she heard Janice crying in the washroom.


	 
	T
	F
	i)
	Jess hid and went to see what the matter was with Janice.



	 
	T
	F
	j)
	Janice was an abused child and everyone now knew.



	 
	T
	F
	k)
	May Belle knew about Terabithia and that made Jess uneasy.














	2.
	Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? Write your answer in the space provided. Be ready to justify your opinions.



	 
	 

	 a)
	Fathers and daughters or fathers and sons have a special bond.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Being an only child is a lot of responsibility.



	 
	 

	 c)
	Family secrets should be kept as family secrets no matter what.
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Chapter Seven
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Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Why do you think Leslie was kind and considerate to Janice even after all the mean things Janice did? What does that tell you about Leslie?

 

 

2.  What do you think about the relationship between Leslie and her father? Leslie and her mother?

 

 

3.  What about Bill made Jess feel so uncomfortable? How would you have dealt with the situation?

 

 

4.  What would you have said to convince May Belle not to tell your mother about your secret?

 

 

5.  Why was it so important for Leslie to have friends? Why is she only giving Janice credit for a half friendship?

 

 

6.  Do you think Janice will be nicer now and become friends with Jess?

 

 








	[image: ]
	Empathy or sympathy? Look up these words in the dictionary and write down their meanings. Was Leslie showing empathy or sympathy toward Janice? Explain your answer and give evidence from the novel.
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Chapters Eight and Nine


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Everyone needs money to live, and to pay for essentials of daily living. Some people spend money on things they want, but don’t really need. What can a family do to reduce their spending if for some reason enough money was not coming in?

 

 

2.  What do you believe happens when a person dies? Do you believe in heaven or an afterlife of any kind?

 

 



[image: ]

Write each word next to its definition.









	beseech
	 britches 
	cease
	 clamber 



	complacent
	congregation
	 dunce 
	vanquish



	sporadically
	 garble 
	laid off
	 











	1.
	Trousers
	 




	2.
	To defeat in a conflict, contest or competition
	 




	3.
	A gathering of people for religious worship
	 




	4.
	To stop or bring to an end
	 




	5.
	Self-satisfied and unconcerned
	 




	6.
	To climb awkwardly
	 




	7.
	To implore or beg
	 




	8.
	Negative term for one who is thought to be a slow learner
	 




	9.
	Jumble or distort
	 




	10.
	Dismissed from work
	 




	11.
	Once in a while
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Chapters Eight and Nine

[image: ]







	1.
	Answer each question with the words from the list.











	Easter Sunday
	 Tuesday 
	Easter Monday




	 Wednesday 
	 before Easter 
	 Thursday 












	 
	 

	 a)
	When did Leslie lend Bill’s raincoat to Jess?



	 
	 

	 b)
	When did the Aarons and Leslie go to church?



	 
	 

	 c)
	When did Leslie mention the evil spell to Jess?



	 
	 

	 d)
	When did Jess wake up thinking that he no longer wanted to go to Terabithia because he was afraid of the creek?



	 
	 

	 e)
	When did Jess and Leslie go to Terabithia again?



	 
	 

	 f)
	When did Leslie tell Jess she had a dress?












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  5  in the order they occurred in the chapters.



	 
	 

	 a)
	Bill’s cleats are much too big for Jess.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Jess woke up realizing that nothing will stop Leslie from going to Terabithia.



	 
	 

	 c)
	Leslie joins the Aarons family at Easter.



	 
	 

	 d)
	Judy gets writer’s block.



	 
	 

	 e)
	May Belle is worried about Leslie not believing in the Bible – “What happens if you die?” she asks.












	3.
	Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? Write your answer in the space provided. Be ready to justify your opinions.



	 
	 

	 a)
	Mothers and fathers both should provide for their family financially.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Everyone should have a religious faith of some kind, and practice their faith regularly (i.e., go to church).



	 
	 

	 c)
	It’s okay to play make-believe even if you are eleven or twelve years old.
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Chapters Eight and Nine
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Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  What is your reaction to Jess’ dad getting laid off? Do you agree with his sisters?

 

 

2.  What do you think was going through Mr. Aarons’ mind when he interrupted Jess and Leslie in the barn?

 

 

3.  In Chapter Eight Leslie attends a church service for the first time. What did she think of her experience?

 

 

4.  What do you do when it rains for many days in a row?

 

 

5.  Do you believe the rain was caused by an evil spell? Explain your answer.

 

 

6.  Jess was afraid to go to Terabithia and cross the creek, but Leslie still wanted to cross it. What type of dangers could be lurking in the woods by a creek?

 

 








	[image: ]
	Leslie has a vivid imagination for how things should be in Terabithia. Imagine that you are out walking in the countryside and you unexpectedly stumble upon Terabithia. You meet King Jess and Queen Leslie. Write a passage about your experiences in Terabithia. What adventure awaits you?
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Chapters Ten and Eleven

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  There are many rainy days described in this novel. How important and effective do you think the rainy weather is to the story? In what ways would the story have been different if the weather was different (for example, sunny, warm and dry)?

 

 

2.  Chapter Ten is entitled The Perfect Day, and Chapter Eleven is entitled No! Why would the author focus on “paradise” (something very positive) in one chapter, and then follow with something so negative in the next? What do you predict will happen?

 

 


[image: ]

Complete each sentence with a word from the list.









	scrawny
	 genuine 
	   flank   
	 anxiety 



	 suppress 
	   vault   
	 obvious 
	



	   brood   
	   sow   
	consciousness
	










	1.

	She was filled with so much __________, he was shaking all over.




	2.

	It was so evident, it was __________.




	3.

	The young of certain animals, especially birds, are called the __________.




	4.

	To jump or leap up with the help of a support (like a pole) is to __________.




	5.

	When he fainted he lost __________.




	6.

	To put down by authority or force is to __________.




	7.

	The diamonds weren’t fake; they were __________ .




	8.

	May Belle is very thin, skinny and __________ .




	9.

	The side of an animal’s body between the last rib and the hips is its __________ .




	10.

	If you __________ the seeds in your garden this spring, they will grow into beautiful flowers by summer.
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Chapters Ten and Eleven

[image: ]











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	May Belle didn’t want to go to the Burke’s house.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Jess had a wonderful day in the museum.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Leslie’s body was laid out at Lark Creek Funeral Parlor.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Everyone was at home waiting for Jess to arrive.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Momma made pancakes for Jess.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Mr. Aarons suggested that they go and pay their respects to the Burkes.



	 
	T
	F
	g)
	Brenda was upset that Jess was stuffing his face.


	 
	T
	F
	h)
	It was still raining when the visit ended.


	 
	T
	F
	i)
	Mrs. Myers called Jess to go to the National Gallery in Washington



	 
	T
	F
	j)
	They found Leslie in the creek.



	 
	T
	F
	k)
	Jess paid for his lunch and Miss Edmunds, too.



	 
	T
	F
	l)
	May Belle took care of milking Miss Bessie.












	2.
	Jess visited a variety of different places and saw a variety of different things on his “perfect day”. What were they? Circle all that apply.












	Washington
	New York
	Terabithia
	the Capitol



	the Italian Poet
	the President
	the National Gallery
	the Library



	the Lee Mansion
	the Mona Lisa
	Lark Creek Memorial
	Vermont



	Mount Jefferson
	the White House
	Abraham Lincoln
	the Monument



	the Smithsonian
	Lark Creek Elementary
	the Cotton Blanket
	Virginia
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Chapters Ten and Eleven
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Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Jess was afraid of the creek because he didn’t know how to swim. His solution was to ask Leslie to teach him. Have you ever had an experience where you were scared of something but you found the solution through a friend? Explain your answer.

 

 

2.  What made this day so perfect?

 

 

3.  Describe the scene in the house when Jess got home from his day with Miss Edmunds.

 

 

4.  Where do you think Jess was running to when he heard the terrible news?

 

 

5.  Why would his mom go through the trouble of making him pancakes?

 

 

6.  Foreshadowing is a literary device used by authors in which subtle hints or suggestions are given beforehand about an event that will happen later in the story. Katherine Paterson uses a lot of foreshadowing in her novel, Bridge to Terabithia, to give the reader hints about Leslie’s death. Look back through the novel and try to find four different examples of the foreshadowing of Leslie’s death.

 

 








	[image: ]
	Have you ever experienced a close friend or loved one dying? Did you have a chance to say goodbye to them? Write a passage about what they meant to you. If you could write the story of their life either as a short story or a novel, how could you use foreshadowing in your story?














	[image: ]
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Chapters Twelve and Thirteen








	1.
	Was Leslie’s death preventable? Why or why not? What, if anything, could have been done to prevent it?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	What do you think the Burkes will do now? What about P.T.?



	
	




	
	







[image: ]

Use a dictionary to find the definitions of the words below. Write each word in a sentence that shows the meaning of the word.









	1.
	retrieve
	sentence:
	 




	2.
	possess
	sentence:
	 




	3.
	stranded
	sentence:
	 




	4.
	parlor
	sentence:
	 




	5.
	piteously
	sentence:
	 




	6.
	cremate
	sentence:
	 




	7.
	procession
	sentence:
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Chapters Twelve and Thirteen
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	1.
	Who said the following statements or questions?












	Jess’ father
	 Bill 
	Momma
	 Mrs. Myers 











	Jess
	 May Belle 
	Leslie’s grandmother












	 
	 

	 a)
	“Leslie told me about you.”



	 
	 

	 b)
	“From up the hill.”



	 
	 

	 c)
	“I don’t care. I don’t care.”



	 
	 

	 d)
	“Let’s try to help each other, shall we?”



	 
	 

	 e)
	“Did you see her laid out?”



	 
	 

	 f)
	“Thank you for being such a good friend to her.”



	 
	 

	 g)
	“God ain’t gonna send any little girl to hell.”












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  5  in the order they occurred in the chapters.



	 
	 

	 a)
	Jess threw away the Christmas gift Leslie had given him.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Leslie’s grandmother lost it when she saw Jess.



	 
	 

	 c)
	The Burkes gave to Jess Leslie’s books, paper and paints, but they kept P.T.



	 
	 

	 d)
	Mr. and Mrs. Aarons and Jess went to see the Burke family.



	 
	 

	 e)
	Mrs. Myers told Jess they would get through this together.
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Chapters Twelve and Thirteen
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Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  What would you have done with P.T.?

 

 

2.  Why do you think it was so difficult for Jess to handle his emotions?

 

 

3.  What do you think of Jess’ momma now? What about his father?

 

 

4.  Do you believe it was a good idea for Jess to put the boards down?

 

 

5.  Why did Jess allow May Belle to enter the world of Terabithia? Was it a good idea?

 

 

6.  How is different is Jess’ character at the end of the novel from his character at the beginning?

 

 

7.  Look back and think about the novel, Bridge to Terabithia. What have you learned from this book?

 

 








	[image: ]
	Jess held a secret ceremony in honor of Leslie. If you lost a close friend, in what ways could you honor him or her? What would you do to make sure your never forgot them?
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Chapters One and Two

In many cities across North America you can find an organization called the Welcome Wagon. They offer a package to new residents arriving to their town. The package holds information on how to get in touch with different members of the community, services offered in that city, and maybe a map. Some hold potluck picnics for new residents to meet members of the community both young and old.


Imagine that a new student, from another town, will be joining your class in a few weeks. Prepare your own version of a Welcome Wagon for him or her. Include information for extra curricular activities, health information, etc. Include information about religious activities in your area if you like.



Be creative with your new student package. If you do get a new student during the year, you’ll be ready!
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Chapters Three and Four

Terabithia is a lovely kingdom that Jess and Leslie created in their imaginations and of which they were rulers. It is a magical place just like Narnia. The kingdom was accessible only by going over the creek using the rope attached to the tree. Jess and Leslie dragged pieces of wood to build themselves a castle stronghold.


Think of a place you can turn into your own “Terabithia”. Where would it be? How could you get access to it? Who would you allow to go? What magical experiences would you encounter there? Elaborate on your very own Terabithia.
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Chapters Five to Seven

Jess offers Leslie a tiny little puppy for Christmas. He did this without first consulting with her parents and really didn’t think further than making Leslie happy.


Write down all the advantages of owning a puppy and then list all the disadvantages of owning one. What would be required of you to properly care for your puppy?



Now, compare both lists. Which list is longer? Why? Looking at the information on your lists, would you want get a puppy now? What modifications would you have to make with your schedule? What would you need to change in your house to make it safe for a puppy?
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Chapter Eight


Easter is a special time of the year for many people. For this activity, choose a holiday, religious occasion, or a celebration that is special to you. You may choose Easter or something else. Your task is to write an essay about what this time means to you.



Write your first paragraph to introduce the topic. Remember that your first paragraph will grab your reader’s attention. Continue with two or three points about your topic and elaborate on each point. Your points can be facts, anecdotes or opinion, but they must be supported. Finish off your essay with a concluding paragraph that is closely connected to your introduction.
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Chapters Nine to Eleven

Leslie went to Terabithia alone and a tragic accident happened – the rope she used to get across the creek snapped, and she died when she fell. Her death was unexpected, and she never had a chance to say goodbye to her family and friends. Nor were they able to say goodbye to her. Understandably, they were all stricken with grief by Leslie’s death.


Choose one of the characters from the novel and write a goodbye letter to Leslie from that character. Remember to write this letter from your character’s point of view. Use the proper friendly letter format that you have learned
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Chapters Twelve and Thirteen

In Chapter One, we read that the Perkins place was a place where people came to stay until they could find somewhere else to live, much like a transition house. Mr. and Mrs. Burke have decided to leave the Perkins place.


Imagine that you and your family could move into the Perkins place. Write about why your family would choose to go there. Then think about what changes you would make to improve it. Also, explain whether or not you would you go to Terabithia. What would attract you to such a place?
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Word Search

Find all of the words in the Word Search. Words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are even written backwards.










	Annoyance
	Sarcasm
	Pandemonium
	Deliberate



	Brood
	Anticipation
	Sodden
	Piteously



	Conscious
	Cease
	Stranded
	Revenge



	Crimson
	Consolation
	Vaulted
	Solemn



	Hostile
	Decent
	Anxiety
	Temptation



	Obedient
	Flank
	Complacent
	Worship



	Prescribe
	Ignorant
	Contempt
	Tremble
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Comprehension Quiz








	Answer the questions in complete sentences.
	[image: ]



	1.
	Name all the members of the Aarons family. Who are the members of the Burkes family?
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	2.
	Who is moving into the old Perkins place? How long will they stay there?
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	3.
	Who is Miss Bessie? Who is P.T.?
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	4.
	Who is Jess and Leslie’s teacher? What grade are they in? What school do they attend?
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	5.
	Who discovered Terabithia? What was Terabithia’s reason for being?
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	6.
	Where did Jess spend his “perfect day”? Who was he with?
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	7.
	Who cried in Jess’ arms? Why did this person cry?
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	8.
	Why was Janice Avery so upset? Who gave her advice?
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SUBTOTAL:  /16
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Comprehension Quiz








	9.
	What did Bill and Leslie enjoy doing together? Where was Judy during these times?
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	10.
	Who really wrote the letter to Janice Avery? Why? Whose name was signed on the letter?
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	11.
	Why did Jess feel guilty about going to Washington? What did he want to tell Leslie?
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	12.
	What did Jess eat without too much effort? Who made them for him and why?
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	13.
	What was Jess training for during the summer? Who encouraged him?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	14.
	What did Ellie and Brenda have in common? Name two things.
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	15.
	Who was Miss Edmund? How was she different from the other teachers? How did Mr. Aarons react to what Jess was learning in school?
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	16.
	Who died? How did this person die?
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SUBTOTAL:  /16












	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1) haul

2) peculiar

3) shebang

4) decent

5) obedient

6) cud

7) discard

8) worship

9) sloshing

10) despised


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    F 

c)    T 

d)    T 

e)    F 

f)    F 

g)    T 

h)    F 

i)    F 

j)    F 

   2.   

 A    2 

 B    6 

 C    5 

 D    1 

 E    7 

 F    3 

 G    4 


	
   1.   

Jess wants to be the fastest runner in the fifth grade. Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

   3.   

Answers will vary.

   4.   

Answers will vary. Jess wasn’t lazy; his mom didn’t acknowledge what he actually did.

   5.   

Possible answers:

1) They would follow him around like a country music star.

2) Sweating like a knock-kneed mule.

3) The water … pricked like ice.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

   3.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1) pandemonium

2) nauseated

3) squished

4) fidgety

5) scalding

6) endure

7) proverbial

8) anticipation

9) cagey

10) allotted

11) trembled

12) hypocritical


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  B

b)  [image: ]  A

c)  [image: ]  C

d)  [image: ]  C

e)  [image: ]  C

   2.   

a)  [image: ]  B

b)  [image: ]  C
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary. He used Wayne Pettis as motivation.

   3.   

Answers will vary.

   4.   

He really wants his parents to be proud of him.

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

Answers will vary.

   7.   

Answers will vary.
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

Answers will vary based on dictionary used


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    T 

c)    T 

d)    F 

e)    F 

f)    F 

g)    T 

h)    T 

i)    F 

j)    F 

k)    F 

   2.   

Students must be ready to state whether they agree or disagree with the statements. They must also be ready with a logical and reasonable explanation for their choice.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary. Maybe this was only a rumor about Mrs. Myers.

   3.   

Answers will vary.

   4.   

Miss Bessie, because she watched him run every day of the summer.

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   1.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1) prissily

2) liable

3) deliberate

4) faltered

5) stronghold

6) insufficiency

7) tyrant

8) dictator

9) consolation

10) rumpus

11) suspense

12) gully


	
   1.   

a) tacky

b) hemline

c) Narnia

d) heaven

e) sacred

f) Moby Dick

g) siege

h) Jacques Cousteau

   2.   

 A    2 

 B    3 

 C    5 

 D    7 

 E    4 

 F    1 

 G    6 


	
   1.   

Answers will vary. It can be dangerous, violent and aggressive, and someone could get seriously hurt.

   2.   

Leslie wanted to have a secret place and she felt there were only good spirits around them there.

   3.   

Answers will vary. Jess thought it was disrespectful.

   4.   

Answers will vary. She may have felt jealous.

   5a.   

Place: rural area outside of Washington D.C., in the fictional town of Lark Creek (references to leaving the suburbs, farm, fields, woods, cow pasture, etc.) Time: late 60’s or early 70’s (references to Star Trek, Jacques Cousteau, ditto sheets)

   5b.   

b) Answers will vary.
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. snicker

2. revenge

3. stricken

4. parapet

5. squawk

6. crimson

7. reckon

8. vigorously

9. cuss

10. regicide


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  A

b)  [image: ]  C

c)  [image: ]  C

d)  [image: ]  C

e)  [image: ]  B

   2.   

a)  [image: ]  A

b)  [image: ]  C


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

   3.   

Answers will vary.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. foundling

2. prescribe

3. splurge

4. appreciative

5. jester

6. collapse

7. awkwardly

8. cursing

9. desperate

10. annoyance

11. miserably

12. solemn

13. pool

14. prancing

15. speculation

16. consolidate

17. surplus

18. obsess


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  B

b)  [image: ]  C

c)  [image: ]  C

d)  [image: ]  B

e)  [image: ]  B

f)  [image: ]  C

   2.   

a)  [image: ]  B

b)  [image: ]  A
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

   3.   

Answers will vary. They might be as close as they would like to be.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

Answers will vary. They do like each other.

   6.   

Accept any reasonable answer.
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

Definitions will vary based on dictionary used.

1. adjective

2. noun

3. adjective

4. adjective

5. noun

6. adjective

7. adjective

8. adverb

9. noun

10. noun / verb (accept either)


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    T 

c)    F 

d)    F 

e)    T 

f)    T 

g)    F 

h)    T 

i)    F 

j)    T 

5)    T 

   2.   

Students must be ready to state whether they agree or disagree with the statements. They must also be ready with a logical and reasonable explanation for their choice.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary. Leslie is an open-hearted person.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

   3.   

Answers will vary. Jess thought Bill should have his own friends.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

Answers will vary. She was new in town and had hardly any friends.

   6.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. britches

2. vanquish

3. congregation

4. cease

5. complacent

6. clamber

7. beseech

8. dunce

9. garbled

10. laid off

11. sporadically


	
   1.   

a) Easter Monday

b) Easter Sunday

c) Tuesday

d) Thursday

e) Wednesday

f) before Easter

   2.   

 A    4 

 B    5 

 C    1 

 D    3 

 E    2 

   3.   

Students must be ready to state whether they agree or disagree with the statements. They must also be ready with a logical and reasonable explanation for their choice.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

   3.   

She liked it – it was better than a movie – and she found the story of Jesus’ crucifixion interesting and beautiful.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

Answers will vary.
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. anxiety

2. obvious

3. brood

4. vault

5. consciousness

6. suppress

7. genuine

8. scrawny

9. flank

10. sow


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    T 

c)    F 

d)    T 

e)    T 

f)    T 

g)    T 

h)    T 

i)    F 

j)    T 

k)    F 

l)    F 

   2.   

Washington, the Capitol, the National Gallery, the Lee Mansion, the Monument, the White House, the Smithsonian


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary. He was seeing new things, learning things and being with Miss Edmunds.

   3.   

Answers will vary. In the kitchen, all were sitting quietly and tension was in the air.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

Answers will vary. To console him – actions speak louder than words.

   6.   

Possible answers: Jess thought about asking Leslie to teach him how to swim;

Jess’ nightmare; Image of the rope to cross the creek;

Being friends forever; etc.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary. Possible answers: A bridge, have an adult check the rope.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Answers will vary based on dictionary used


	
   1.   

a) grandmother

b) Momma

c) Jess

d) Mrs. Myers

e) May Belle

f) Bill

g) Jess’ father

   2.   

 A    3 

 B    2 

 C    5 

 D    1 

 E    4 
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary. Death of a close friend or family member is very difficult accept.

   3.   

Answers will vary.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

Answers will vary. Leslie had shown him how to be imaginative.

   6.   

Answers will vary.

   7.   

Answers will vary.
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Word Search Answers
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   1.   

Aarons: Dad (Jess Sr.), Momma, Brenda, Ellie, Jess, May Belle, Joyce Ann;

Burkes: Bill, Judy and Leslie

   2.   

The Burkes family. They will stay there from August to the following April or May.

   3.   

Miss Bessie is the cow owned by the Aarons. P.T. is the terrier puppy Jess gives to Leslie.

   4.   

Mrs. Myers; grade five; Lark Creek Elementary School

   5.   

Leslie discovered, and created, Terabithia. She based it on the Narnia novels, and created it so that she and Jess would have a secret place for just themselves.

   6.   

In Washington, visiting museums and discovering and learning new things. Miss. Edmunds took him there.

   7.   

Mrs. Myers. She had suffered the loss of her husband.

   8.   

She was upset because Wilma and Bobby Sue told the whole school, including the teacher, that her father beats her on a regular basis. Leslie gave her the advice on how to handle people when they talk about you.


	
   9.   

Enjoyed talking to and learning from each other while they renovated the old Perkins place. Judy, Leslie’s mother, was writing a book.

   10.   

Jess and Leslie wrote the letter. They wanted revenge because Janice had stolen May Belle’s Twinkies and had laughed at Leslie. William Hughes’ name was signed on the letter.

   11.   

Jess felt guilty because it never crossed his mind to ask Leslie if she could come along. He wanted to tell Leslie he didn’t want to go to Terabithia because the water in the creek was so high.

   12.   

Ate two platefuls of pancakes. His mother made them for him to comfort him when he learned of Leslie’s untimely death.

   13.   

To be the fastest runner in fifth grade. He felt encouraged by Miss Bessie who watched him every morning, and his younger sister, May Belle.

   14.   

Two of: they were Jess’ older sisters, both were in high school, both had boyfriends by Christmas.

   15.   

She was the music teacher. She was young and beautiful. Mr. Aarons was very upset that Jess was learning how to draw in school.

   15.   

Leslie died when she took the rope to swing across to the other side of the creek. The rope snapped, and she must have hit her head at the bottom of the creek.
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