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Holes









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Reading

	• Little understanding

	• Some understanding

	• General understanding

	• Deep understanding




	 

	• Unclear responses

	• Responses are somewhat brief

	• Complete and accurate responses

	• Detailed and insightful responses




	 

	• Unconnected or no support using text evidence

	• Some support using text evidence

	• Relevant support using text evidence

	• Extensive, relevant, clearly connected support using text evidence




	Writing

	• Writes unclearly using very few simple writing techniques

	• Writes with some clarity using simple writing techniques

	• Writes clearly using different, gradeappropriate writing techniques

	• Writes clearly using a wide range of complex writing techniques




	 

	• Limited voice and audience awareness

	• Some sense of voice and audience

	• Demonstrates a sense of voice and audience

	• Strong sense of voice and audience




	 

	• Very limited organization with incomplete or unconnected ideas

	• Somewhat organized with ideas connected in simple, mechanical ways

	• Organized and sequenced ideas

	• Sophisticated organization and clear connection of ideas




	 

	• Major errors in conventions making some parts difficult to read or understand

	• Several minor errors or omissions in conventions, which may interfere with meaning

	• A few errors or omissions in conventions which do not interfere with meaning

	• Consistent accuracy of writing conventions, may include errors when student is trying to take risks









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Holes is a well-crafted, humorous, yet thought provoking story of an unlikely “hero”. The author’s use of humor and unusual details that borderline on the absurd provide for an engaging and entertaining read. This novel is especially appealing to students who are unmotivated or uninterested in reading. Key themes include friendship, personal growth, survival, the triumph of good over evil and even redemption. Issues that need to be dealt with sensitively include homelessness and abandonment, bullying, and racism and racial tension. In particular, the term “negro” is used in a historical context in Chapters 25 and 26, and needs to be addressed with students before reading.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of our resource. For each chapter or group of chapters there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

Our resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher



	[image: ]
	 
	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with our Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in our Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of Holes. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	INSIDE-OUTSIDE STANLEY



	Use this organizer to trace the growth and changes experienced by Stanley (both physically and internally) throughout the story. On the left side of the organizer students describe Stanley before his time at Camp Green Lake. On the right side, they describe what Stanley was like after his time at Camp. Record the more obvious physical characteristics outside the figure and the significant (and subtle) internal changes inside the figure. Scaffolding is recommended (modeling, sharing, guiding, etc.) before students are given the independent activity. A word wall or generic list of characteristics would also benefit all students, especially those with word finding difficulties.Found on Page 53.













	CHARACTER CARDS
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	Character Cards can be reproduced and completed for any number of characters in the story. This organizer can also be adapted for group work, by recreating it on chart paper to be completed in cooperative learning groups, then shared. One card is dedicated to the physical appearance of the character. Students should use the details they have gathered for an accurate illustration, to the best of their ability. Each subsequent box should be completed and supported with a supporting example. A list of vocabulary such as character traits would support students appropriately and encourage them to incorporate rich vocabulary into their responses, rather than using words such as “nice” and “mean”. Found on Page 54.
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	STORY SUMMARY



	This comprehensive graphic organizer assists students in summarizing the important literary elements of the story. Additional elements are included, not usually found on a traditional story summary such as “big ideas” or story themes. Thus, a review of the organization of the chart itself will be necessary, as well as direct teaching of less concrete and familiar elements such as theme. In particular, a list of types of conflict needs to be overviewed: Character vs. Nature, Character vs. Self, Character vs. Society, and Character vs. Character. Students will be challenged to select only the most important points and ideas to include in the summary. Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in our resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of application, analysis, synthesis and evaluation, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

Our Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, our resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest, creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies



WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This novel can be approached in many ways. First, it can be tackled as a whole-class shared reading where all students have a copy of the text to follow along with as the teacher reads aloud. This provides for modeling of fluency and expression and makes the text accessible to all learners as the teacher supports students through the decoding and comprehension of the text.

The novel can also be used as one of several different books assigned to ability groups and read in a guided reading setting. The other novels could have similar themes or could be part of an author study. This way, all readers are reading text at their instructional level rather than being frustrated by inaccessible text.

The activities and questions provided in our Literature Kit™ can be used “as is” or modified to suit your needs. For example, the BEFORE YOU READ questions can be done as a whole class discussion, applying strategies such as “Think, Pair, Share” to increase student participation and accountability.

Part A of the AFTER YOU READ activities can be used as a quick check for basic understanding and to inform the teacher about which students are in need of further support or remediation. Part B of the AFTER YOU READ activities provide more depth and challenge. Providing appropriate explicit teaching and scaffolding of the terms, elements and skills has occurred, students could complete Part B independently. Or, careful selection and reorganization of the activities could effectively meet the needs of small reading groups based upon reading strengths and needs.

Most importantly, regardless how teachers choose to implement these activities, modeling, direct instruction and the opportunity for guided practice before independent work is assigned is critical if student comprehension, performance and particularly enjoyment of reading is to be enhanced.
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Summary of the Story

MEET STANLEY YELNATS, an unlikely hero who shows us that even the most ordinary individual is capable of extraordinary things.

Holes is a unique and well-crafted story in which events from the past and present are woven together, ranging from whimsical and entertaining to serious and profound. It is the story of Stanley Yelnats, an awkward, overweight and insecure boy who is wrongly convicted of stealing a pair of prized sneakers donated to charity by the infamous baseball player, Clyde Livingston. Stanley believes his being in the wrong place at the wrong time is a result of a family curse that began more than 100 years ago when his ancestor failed to complete his end of an agreement.

Because he is poor, Stanley is given the option of attending Camp Green Lake, a “camp” where boys dig holes all day, every day, in the scorching sun and oppressive heat in order to “build character”. Stanley soon figures out that there is more to the hole-digging than building character as the Warden is looking for something.

The monotony of digging in the Texan desert becomes the backdrop for a series of escalating conflicts between the characters, the environment, and within Stanley himself. From the bullying and “jockeying” for social position among the boys of Group D, to struggling to save himself and new-found friend Zero from certain death in the desert, the unique use of language and writing techniques used by the author keeps the reader engaged.

Through the use of flashbacks, the reader is introduced to the characters and events that took place in the past, from Stanley’s first known descendent, Elya, to the fated love story between Sam the onion man and Katherine Barlow, a demure school teacher turned feared outlaw after the race-related killing of Sam.

The constant challenge for the reader is to connect clues from the past and present to make inferences and help bring meaning to the events as the story unfolds and then comes together at the end.

Through these conflicts, Stanley undergoes profound personal growth as he has to face challenges that would have seemed previously insurmountable. As a result, Stanley not only changes physically into a stronger, more fit individual, but internally he becomes tougher mentally, as well as more confident and assertive. He leaves us at the end of the story as a more “whole”, fulfilled character, reunited with his family, along with his true and loyal friend, Zero at his side.

In Stanley, readers find an unlikely hero, who shows us that even the most ordinary individual is capable of extraordinary things.

Suggestions for Further Reading
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	BOOKS BY LOUIS SACHAR
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	The Boy Who Lost His Face © 1989



	Dogs Don’t Tell Jokes © 1991



	Someday Angeline © 1983



	There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom © 1987



	Marvin Redpost Series



	Wayside School Series





OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

Personal Growth Theme:

Kate DiCamillo, Because of Winn-Dixie © 2000

Katherine Patterson, Bridge to Terabithia © 1977

Survival Theme:

Tim Wynne-Jones, The Maestro © 1995

Gary Paulsen, Hatchet © 1987
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Vocabulary


CHAPTERS 1 TO 5

• detention center • wasteland • stifling • convicted • innocent • hammock • shriveled • recovering • passenger • arrested • obstacle • perseverance • discouraged • hopeful • stagecoach • impressed • stranded • barren • desolate • violation • penal code



CHAPTERS 6 TO 9

• defective • radiating • lukewarm • aimlessly • scarcity • eternity • vinyl upholstery • automatically • coincidence • destiny • souvenir • discipline • vacancies • forlorn • descendents • deftly • excavated • reluctantly • grimaced


CHAPTERS 10 TO 15

• barren • glared • glisten • paranoid • engraved • studded • excavated • remarkable • veterinarian • expand • squint • precious • turquoise • nervously



CHAPTERS 16 TO 22

• odor • penetrating • ingredient • venom • twitching • toxic • writhed • agony • defiance • astonishment • uncertainly • intently • previously • sprawled • presumably • supposedly • section • remainder • appreciate • condemned • dread • harmless • hearth • slanting • recede • recovered • desolate • coiled • mole • deposited • expand


CHAPTERS 23 TO 28

• preserve • mocked • emerald • fungus • bushels • disrespectful • concoction • cantaloupe • parched • asthma • distracted • remedy • grotesque • vast emptiness • incurable • ointments • hesitated • arthritis • awarded • afflict • spewed • obviously • ladled • absorbed • extraordinarily • resent • semester • well-crafted • quivering • sparingly • vile substance • echoing • desperate • blotchy • scraggly



CHAPTERS 29 TO 34

• unbearable • drenched • feeble • gagging • spigot • fidgeting • accelerated • cautious • delirious • adjusted • harsh conditions • depriving • awkward • desperately • pistol • holster • uneasily • remained • vacancies • disconnect • deserted • deftly • ignition • revved • lurched • accelerated • doubted • mercy • extended • cluster • encounter • pointless • mirage • shimmering • ridge


CHAPTERS 35 TO 39

• nectar • gnat • weary • collapse • altitude • precipice • bacteria • raspy • sheepishly • resist • entirely • assured • clutched • rut • ledges • frail • interwoven • protruding • slab • situated • burlap • defy gravity • refuge • increments • hovered • wrenching • contents • forearms • stooped • dangled • absorbed • foul odor • despair • gully • lapped • delirious



CHAPTERS 40 TO 44

• leeches • snickered • murky • contaminate • rotting • destiny • fugitive • evicted • inexplicable • adjacent • exhaled • budge • precarious • contritely • charity • deserted • declared • sundial • sprouting • delirious • delayed • civilization • identity • recapture • retrieving • hollow • indistinct • distinctive • summoned • adjusting • sifted • offense • pronounced • extended


CHAPTERS 45 TO 49

• strenuous • innocent • authorization • attorney • commotion • illuminated • suppress • frantically • flinch • grimly • initiate • severely • exaggerated • tarantula • fascinated • steadily • authenticated • legitimate • custody • hallucinations • scurried • circumstances • comprehend • advise • jurisdiction • urgency • misplaced • reappeared • hesitantly • access • cyberspace • indefinitely • justification • anchored • patent



CHAPTER 50

• tedious • subtle • pried • deeds of trust • promissory notes • caviar • champagne • neutralizes • odor-causing fungi • bacteria • weary • absentmindedly
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Louis Sachar

Louis Sachar is an award-winning author of over twenty-one books for children. For such a successful author, it is surprising to learn that he did not start out his career as a writer!

[image: ]Mr. Sachar was born in the state of New York and moved to California when he was in elementary school. Walking through the orange groves there and having orange fights with the neighborhood children still remains a clear memory for him.

In high school, Mr. Sachar became an avid reader and was first inspired by J.D. Salinger and Kurt Vonnegut. While attending the University of California at Berkeley, he decided to become a teacher’s aide. The time he spent in this school was important, as the young characters in Mr. Sachar’s first novel, Sideways Stories from Wayside School, were based on the students he had met there.

After graduating from law school in 1980, Mr. Sachar did part time legal work while writing children’s books until he could afford to write full time.

Mr. Sachar considers Holes the best and most challenging novel he has written. It has won many awards, including the prestigious National Book Award and the Newbery Medal. Louis Sachar enjoys writing about “underdogs” and such characters can be found in many of his books. He also likes to write about funny or silly things. His favorite thing about writing is the feeling of accomplishment after putting all the parts of the story together. His advice to young people who would like to write is to write about the topics that interest you – topics you like to read about. Rewriting numerous times is also something that all writers do. Mr. Sachar admits that his first drafts are usually awful!

Louis Sachar likes to make reading a fun and enjoyable experience. He has certainly achieved this goal as his books are well-loved by young people of different ages.


[image: ]

•   A book’s title is usually the last thing Louis Sachar thinks of when writing.

•   He never tells anyone about a book he is in the process of writing... not even his family!

•   Holes was first inspired by the heat of summers in Texas.

•   It took a year and a half and five rewrites to complete Holes.
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Chapters One to Five







	1.
	Read the following statements. Place an X on the line to indicate whether you agree or disagree with each statement. Justify your decision on a separate sheet of paper. Compare and discuss your opinions with a partner.



	 
	






	a)
	It is appropriate for children and youths who commit crimes to spend time at a detention center.









Agree   Disagree








	 
	b)
	Being a good friend means doing anything to help a friend in a difficult situation.




Agree   Disagree








	 
	c)
	People treat each other differently based on race.




Agree   Disagree







	2.
	Examine the cover of Holes, paying attention to the title and design. Is there anything unusual about what you observe? Predict what the story may be about, based on what you have seen and read.
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Use a straight line to match each word with the appropriate meaning or synonyms.










	 1 
	detention center
	 
	a bed made of fabric and hung by rope at each end
	 A 



	 2 
	wasteland
	 
	not guilty
	 B 



	 3 
	stifling
	 
	overwhelming, constricting
	 C 



	 4 
	convicted
	 
	place where young offenders are sent
	 D 



	 5 
	innocent
	 
	to be proven guilty
	 E 



	 6 
	hammock
	 
	useless area of land
	 F 
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Chapters One to Five
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	1.
	Complete the paragraphs with the correct words from the chapters.




Camp Green Lake does not appear to be a typical camp where children go to have fun in the summer. First, there are no [image: ] or shade at Camp Green Lake and the campers would rather be bitten by a scorpion or rattlesnake than be there. The main task of the campers is to dig [image: ], for it is believed that digging holes in the hot sun will change bad boys into [image: ] boys.

Stanley is riding a [image: ] on his way to camp because he was convicted of committing a crime. Because he was [image: ], the judge let him choose if he wanted to go to camp or [image: ]. Stanley is a [image: ] boy with a kind but unlucky family. In fact, it was Stanley’s no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing great-greatgrandfather who was thought to have started the family’s [image: ].

When Stanley finally arrives at camp, he is very thirsty and hopes the sunflower seed-eating Mr. [image: ] will give him a drink. Instead, he is given two pairs of [image: ], [image: ] and a [image: ], and told that he should get used to being thirsty as he will be thirsty for the next [image: ] months!

The campers and counselors at Camp Green Lake sleep in gray [image: ]. Stanley meets the kind-hearted Mr. [image: ] who the campers also refer to as “[image: ]”.

Although Mr. P calls all the campers by their full names, they all have [image: ]. The chapter ends abruptly when [image: ] throws Stanley to the ground after being referred to as Theodore. Just when Stanley was feeling a little less nervous, the conflict with Theodore leaves him feeling [image: ].
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Chapters One to Five
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Answer the questions in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper.







	1.
	List some unusual facts about Camp Green Lake that lead us to question whether or not it is a “real” camp, where children go to have fun.



	2.
	Describe the setting of the story based on the clues you have gathered so far. Remember to include information related to the time, place, as well as weather and climate.



	3.
	We have learned a little about Stanley, the main character, based on what he says, does and thinks, as well as how others treat him.



	 
	






	a)
	Make a chart like the one below. Then, skim the chapters you have just read to find evidence to complete your chart.







	 
	






	CRITERIA REGARDING STANLEY
	EVIDENCE / CLUES FROM STORY



	His appearance
	 



	What he does (actions)
	 



	What he says (dialog)
	 



	What he thinks (thoughts)
	 



	Things others do or say
	 



	Miscellaneous information regarding Stanley
	 
















	 
	b)
	Use the evidence you have collected to infer what Stanley is like as a person.


	4.
	Why does the author use italics on a regular basis? (What do the italics represent?)



	5.
	The mood of a story is the emotional atmosphere or the “feeling” created by the author’s writing. Trace the mood throughout the first five chapters, including the techniques the author has used to create a specific mood. Do you think the author has successfully grabbed the reader’s attention and created suspense? Why or why not?
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	Have you ever felt alone, lonely or frightened, like Stanley? Explain, connect and compare your experiences to Stanley’s. How are they similar and / or different?
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Chapters Six to Nine


In the first few chapters of the novel, you learned that Stanley was on his way to Camp Green Lake for being convicted of a crime.







	1.
	What crime do you think Stanley committed?  



	2.
	Based on what you have read so far, what do you think Stanley can expect camp to be like? Comment on the surroundings, his fellow campers, the adults who work at Camp Green Lake and what his days might be like.
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Use the context clues to determine which list word completes each sentence.

(Hint: The sentences may also provide clues as to what may happen as you read further into the story!)










	defective
	lukewarm
	aimlessly
	vinyl



	upholstery
	radiating
	scarcity
	eternity












	1.
	When Stanley starts to dig, he wonders if his shovel is ____________________ because it does not seem to be working very well.



	2.
	It is so hot at Camp Green Lake, that it feels like the ground is ____________________ heat like a furnace!



	3.
	In this section of chapters, we learn about a curse that was to last forever, or, in other words, for ____________________!



	4.
	We learn of a character from the past who was heartsick with love, and wandered ____________________, without any purpose, around town.



	5.
	Unfortunately, Stanley also finds the food at camp unpleasant, as the cereal was served ____________________.



	6.
	In the “Wreck Room”, where the boys relax at the end of their day, everything is ruined, even the ____________________ that covered the chairs was torn.



	7.
	Stanley quickly learned that he would be thirsty for a long time as there was a ____________________ of water at camp.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Six to Nine
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	1.
	Below is a diagram of a ladder. Record the social order of the boys in Stanley’s group. In other words, the “leader” of the group would be written at the top of the ladder.
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	1.
	Circle the word TRUE if the statement is true. Circle the word FALSE if it is false.



	 
	TRUE
	FALSE
	a)
	Stanley was sent to prison for stealing the sneakers of a famous baseball player.



	 
	TRUE
	FALSE
	b)
	Stanley was found with the sneakers in his backpack.



	 
	TRUE
	FALSE
	c)
	When the story flashes to the past, we learn that Elya needs to carry Madame Zeroni up the mountain or his family would be cursed for eternity.



	 
	TRUE
	FALSE
	d)
	When the boys finish digging each hole, they do a cheer.



	 
	TRUE
	FALSE
	e)
	The boys go to the “Break Room” to relax at the end of the day. It is a very pleasant place to be.












	3.
	Visualizing, or making pictures in your mind while you are reading is what good readers do. Reread the description of the yellow spotted lizard in Chapter Eight.



	 
	






	a)
	Sketch and label an illustration of what you think the lizard looks like.



	b)
	Around your illustration, jot down important additional facts that you have gathered about this creature (such as behavior, habitat, food, etc.).
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Chapters Six to Nine
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Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Why was Stanley devastated by Clyde Livingston’s speech in court?



	 
	 



	2.
	The author uses flashbacks to give us details about the subplot, which takes place in the past. Why do you think the author uses this technique? Do you think this is an effective writing technique? Why or why not?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	We are given a lot of clues about X-Ray in this group of chapters.



	 
	a) List two facts that tell the reader that X-Ray is probably the leader of the group.



	 
	 



	 
	b) Do you think X-Ray will be a positive or negative leader? Explain.



	 
	 



	4.
	How do you think Stanley felt when he finally finished digging his first hole? What did he do when he finished? Why do you think he chose to walk back to camp instead of taking the ride he was offered?



	 
	 



	5.
	Why would the author devote a whole chapter to describing the yellow spotted lizard? What might this tell us about the role this creature might play later on in the story?
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	Asking questions in your mind about the story as you are reading is a good reading strategy to improve your understanding. List some of the questions you now have about the story. At the end of the novel, return to this list and answer any questions that have been answered.
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Chapters Ten to Fifteen


Answer the questions in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper.







	1.
	a) What does it mean to be a bully?



	 
	b) Why do you think someone would become a bully?



	 
	c) How do you think it feels to be the victim of bullying?



	 
	d) What is your experience with bullying?



	2.
	What has Stanley’s experience with bullying been like? Describe what has happened to him in the past.



	3.
	Do you think any characters in the story might emerge as bullies? If so, who and why did you select this / these character(s)?
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Provide pictures and/or word clues to help you remember the meanings of the following words.








	Example: Hole
	Picture clue: [image: ]
	Word clue: hole in the ground










	1.
	barren



	2.
	glared



	3.
	glisten



	4.
	paranoid



	5.
	engraved



	6.
	studded
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Chapters Ten to Fifteen
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1.  Use your knowledge from Chapters One to Fifteen to complete this activity. Cut out and sort the character descriptions at the bottom of the page. Glue them in the boxes of the characters that best match each description.










	Stanley
	 
	Zero
	 
	X-Ray



	 



	Warden
	 
	Mr. Pendanski
	 
	Mr. Sir




Character Descriptions








	A Wants next object found to go to him
	B Considered to be worthless by group members
	C Becoming more exhausted with each passing day



	D Talks to campers about what they want to do with their lives
	E Called “Mom”
	F Has poor eyesight



	G Seems angry most of the time
	H Suggests that X-Ray pretends to find the container
	I Still doesn’t trust boys in his group



	J Makes sure campers have enough water for rest of the day
	K The fastest digger
	L Impatiently watches campers as they dig



	M A rough, strict and somewhat uncaring adult
	N Always felt he was at the wrong place at the wrong time
	O Snacks on sunflower seeds



	P To Stanley’s surprise, this character is a woman
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Chapters Ten to Fifteen
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Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  List the details that communicate Stanley’s exhaustion to the reader.

 

 

2.  When Stanley finds the fossil, he hides it in his pocket so he can think about what to do. Why does he need time to make a decision? What does this tell us about how he feels about his fellow campers?

 

 

3.  Stanley finally decides to offer the container he found to X-Ray. Why does Stanley question his own decision? Judge whether or not this was a good choice for Stanley to make. Explain why or why not.

 

 

4.  When the Warden arrives, we get a good picture of what she looks like. We also get an idea of what she is like as a person by the way she treats Mr. Pendanski. Create and complete a T-chart like the one below to describe her physical and character traits.







	Physical Description
	What she is like as a person



	 
	 











	[image: ]

	Mr. Pendanski takes the time to talk to the boys about their lives and
goals for the future. Skim through Chapter Twelve and select one piece of advice that he gives the campers. Copy down the quote and comment on whether or not this is good advice. Include any additional thoughts you have about what Mr. Pendanski says to the boys.
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	[image: ]




Chapters Sixteen to Twenty-two

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Predict what the initials “KB” might stand for.

 

 

2.  In the last set of chapters, there were some unusual details that lead us to believe that the Warden is looking for something important. For example, she wants each hole dug twice. What do you think she might be looking for?

 

 

3.  Foreshadowing is another technique used by writers to hint at what might happen later in a story. Chapter Fifteen ended with a quote that provides foreshadowing for the reader. Stanley looked to the hole where he found the container and “dug the hole into his memory”. Comment on the author’s choice of words and what this might foreshadow for the future.

 

 


[image: ]








	1.
	THINK: Use the following words to write a descriptive paragraph. Be as creative as you like as the words might inspire a somewhat unpleasant situation!



	 
	








	odor
	penetrating
	ingredient
	venom



	twitching
	toxic
	writhed
	agony



	defiance
	astonishment
















	2.
	CREATE: Help the readers of your paragraph create images in their minds by using our senses to describe, for example, what you might see, hear, smell, taste and feel if you were there!



	3.
	SHARE: Once you are done, share your masterpiece with a partner and compare how each of you used the vocabulary words in a creative way.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Sixteen to Twenty-two

[image: ]










	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.




	 
	1.
	The Warden jabs Armpit with a pitchfork and draws blood because:



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	he took a bathroom break.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	he fell asleep beside his hole.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	he asked for more water.



	 
	2.
	Zig Zag hit Stanley with his shovel because:



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	he accidentally swung his shovel too high.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Stanley put dirt on Zig Zag’s dirt pile.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Zig Zag blamed Stanley for the extra digging.



	 
	3.
	Stanley tells Zero he can’t teach him how to read because:



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Zero was a nobody.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	he was too tired at the end of the day.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	All of the above.



	 
	4.
	Stanley is glad there are no big problems in the group because of:



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	how dangerous the boys were.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	their races and backgrounds.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	how tired and thirsty they were.



	 
	5.
	Magnet got his nickname because:



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	he likes to play with magnets.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	his friendliness makes him a “people-magnet”.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	he steals.



	 
	6.
	Stanley is sent to the Warden’s office because:



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	he was caught with the sunflower seeds stolen from Mr. Sir’s truck.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	he refuses to dig any more holes.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	he hit Zig Zag back after being struck by his shovel.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Sixteen to Twenty-two

[image: ]

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  List some of the things that Stanley finds unusual in the Wreck Room.

 

 

2.  Stanley is starting to change on the outside and on the inside. What does he think of himself at this point in the novel? How have others’ opinions of Stanley changed so far?

 

 

3.  After Stanley was hurt by Zig Zag’s shovel, Mr. Sir just makes a bandage from the sunflower sack and tells Stanley to get back to work. Mr. Sir also reminds Stanley that it is not nap time. What do Mr. Sir’s actions tell us about the kind of person he is?

 

 

4.  Were you surprised that Stanley did not want to teach Zero how to read and write? Why or why not?

 

 

5.  We know that Stanley has been accepted by the group since they gave him a nickname. Why is Stanley still quiet and a little uncomfortable around the other boys?

 

 








	[image: ]

	In Chapter Eighteen, Zero changes his request to Stanley. He asks Stanley just to teach him how to read since he doesn’t have anyone to write to. How did you feel when you learned that Zero didn’t have anyone to write to? If you were at Camp Green Lake, who would you write to? What would you write about? Would you be honest about what camp was like, or, would you lie so you wouldn’t worry anyone, like Stanley did?
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Chapters Twenty-three to Twenty-eight

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Chapter Twenty-two ends with a cliffhanger as Stanley realizes he had seen the other half of the golden tube in his mother’s bathroom. How do you think this half of the tube came to belong to his mother?

 

 

2.  Stanley thinks that the KB engraved on the tube he found might stand for Kate Barlow, the criminal. Predict what Kissin’ Kate Barlow might be like and explain why you think this.

 

 


[image: ]

After determining the meanings of each word below, sort them into the category where they fit the best. The first word has been completed for you.









	preserve
	mocked
	emerald
	fungus



	bushels
	disrespectful
	concoction
	cantaloupe



	parched
	asthma
	distracted
	remedy



	grotesque
	vast emptiness
	incurable
	ointments



	hesitated
	arthritis

















	A FOOD OR FOOD-RELATED VOCABULARY
	 
	B WORDS THAT DESCRIBE HOW SOMETHING LOOKS
	 
	C WORDS RELATED TO HEALTH
	 
	D WORDS THAT DESCRIBE THE BEHAVIOR OR ACTIONS OF PEOPLE



	preserve
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Chapters Twenty-three to Twenty-eight

As you have seen, the author uses the technique of flashbacks to help us learn about characters in the story who lived in the past. Now, as you read further into the story, you have to keep predicting and connecting events in the past to the present – like putting the pieces of a puzzle together.









	1.
	On a separate piece of paper, copy this chart and label it “Clue Clipboard”.
	[image: ]



	 
	Begin recording clues from the past that you think might connect to the present later on in the story. On the right, write down your thoughts (comment, opinion, prediction, etc.) or connect the clue from the past to something that has or will happen with Stanley’s story. Include clues from previous chapters as well. Add to the clipboard as you continue to read the book. An example has been provided.



	2.
	In your own words, retell the story of Sam and Miss Katherine.



	 
	Be sure to focus only on the most important people and events. Be sure to include the beginning, middle, and end of their story. Use the descriptors below to help you create a good quality summary. This may be completed on a separate piece of paper.



	 
	








	Support Needed
	Satisfactory
	Good
	Excellent



	- very limited
- some sections copied / not in own words
- many errors or important things left out

	- partial or incomplete
- mostly in own words
- some important details
- may include some errors

	- adequate
- own words
- many important details and vocabulary used

	- clear and focused
- own words
- only most important details and vocabulary used


















	[image: ]
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Chapters Twenty-three to Twenty-eight

[image: ]

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Describe Trout Walker’s personality. Include at least four points.

 

 

2.  Why was spilling Stanley’s water an effective way for Mr. Sir to get revenge? Do you think this is what Stanley had expected? Why did Stanley still say “thank you” to Mr. Sir?

 

 

3.  How is Stanley’s opinion of Zero changing? How is their relationship changing?

 

 

4.  How are the boys reacting to Zero doing some digging for Stanley in return for being taught how to read and write?

 

 

5.  Powerful language: The author creates pictures in our mind through good description. Reread the description of Green Lake 100 years ago OR the description of Mr. Sir’s face. On a separate sheet of paper, either sketch or tell what you pictured.

6.  Racism plays a big role in this section of the novel. List the examples of racism or conflicts caused by race in this group of chapters.
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	Racism appears as a theme in this cluster of chapters. How did you feel when reading about the intense events in this section of the story? Why do you think the author decided to end the story of Sam and Katherine this way? If you could change one event in the story of Sam and Katherine, what would it be? Why?
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Chapters Twenty-nine to Thirty-four

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Review your previous prediction about Katherine (Kate Barlow). Was your prediction accurate? Is there anything you were surprised to learn about Katherine?

 

2.  In the previous cluster of chapters, many details are revealed that help us put the past and present together. Use this new knowledge to answer the following questions.

a) What might the Warden be digging for? _________________________

b) Who might have lived in the Warden’s cabin in the past? _________________________

c) List details from Chapter Twenty-eight to support your prediction above.

 

 

3.  Skim your Clue Clipboard. Make any additional predictions using the information you have gathered.


[image: ]

Use a straight line to match each word with its synonym or meaning.










	 1 
	unbearable
	 
	weak
	 A 



	 2 
	drenched
	 
	choking
	 B 



	 3 
	feeble
	 
	hard to take
	 C 



	 4 
	gagging
	 
	soaking wet
	 D 



	 5 
	spigot
	 
	water spout
	 E 



	 6 
	fidgeting
	 
	nervously moving
	 F 



	 7 
	accelerated
	 
	careful
	 G 



	 8 
	cautious
	 
	sped up
	 H 














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty-nine to Thirty-four

[image: ]








	1.
	Take out your Clue Clipboard. Add additional clues and your thoughts that you collected during this section of the novel.



	2.
	Fill in the blanks with words from the list.



	 
	









	Zero
	humid
	sleeve
	orange
	rock



	God’s Thumb
	lightening
	Mary Lou
	boat
	rock



	watch
	bully
	empty
	hole
	swollen



	erase
	Twitch
	steals
	hope
	learn



	water
	desert
	pistol
	Zero
	feeble



	Zig Zag
	 
	 
	 
	 









This part of the story continues with the weather beginning to change for the worst. The air becomes unbearably hot and a _______________. There is a storm in the distance and during flashes of b _______________, Stanley sees an unusual c _______________ formation. It reminds Stanley of his great-grandfather’s story of finding safety on d_______________ after being robbed and stranded in the desert by Kate Barlow. Stanley starts to feel awkward that Zero is digging for him. He would often just e _______________ Zero, then go off alone and sit in the sun. The boys in the group are upset by Zero digging for Stanley. When the boys f _______________ and push Stanley around, Mr. Pendanski tells Stanley to teach g _______________ a lesson. Stanley makes a h _______________ attempt to protect himself, and the fighting is only stopped by i _______________ who nearly chokes Zig Zag. Mr. Pendanski finally fires a j _______________ in the air to stop the fight. Zero, who is fed up with the put downs, decides to leave the group and walk out into the k _______________. The Warden is sure he will have to return for l _______________ and has guards guard all water supplies. Stanley is angry at everyone, including himself for letting Zero dig so much when he still had to have enough energy left over to m _______________. Stanley thinks about how he can help Zero, but begins to lose n _______________ by the next day. When he sees Mr. Pendanski again, his face is o _______________. The adults’ solution to Zero’s disappearance is to p _______________ his records like he never existed. A new boy was assigned to the group and he was nicknamed q _______________ because he always fidgeted. Sick with worry, Stanley r _______________ Mr. Sir’s truck and takes off in search of Zero. Unfortunately, Stanley slams into a s _______________. Although he is not hurt, he runs away with his t _______________ canteen banging at his side. In the distance, he can see something that looks like a u _______________. As he gets closer, Stanley notices it is actually an overturned v _______________. The name on it is w _______________. Suddenly, something from underneath answers back and reveals an x _______________ y _______________. Perhaps Stanley has found z _______________!









	[image: ]
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Chapters Twenty-nine to Thirty-four
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	1.
	Choose one quote from the selection below, circle it, and share your thoughts and opinion about what was said, who said it, and who heard it.



	 
	a)
	“Hey Caveman,” said Zig Zag. “You should get a whip. Then if your slave doesn’t dig fast enough, you can crack it across his back.”


	 
	b)
	“He had nobody,” said Mr. Pendanski. “He was nobody.”



	 
	c)
	“Go ahead, Stanley,” he said. “Hit him back. You’re bigger. Teach the bully a lesson,” said Mr. Pendanski.



	 
	My comment / opinion:



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Complete the questions related to the use of figurative language.



	 
	a)
	Foreshadowing: After Zero’s disappearance, the Warden states that it might be time to paint her nails again. The author is trying to tell us ______________________



	 
	b)
	Personification: “It was almost as if the temperature had gotten so hot that the air was sweating.” What human qualities is the air taking on? What is the author trying to communicate by this? __________________________



	 
	c)
	Metaphor: “huge web of lightening” is comparing lightening to ____________________________



	3.
	We see some shocking changes in Mr. Pendanski’s behavior in this section. Provide evidence that proves he is treating the boys differently than he had earlier on in the story.
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	What surprised you in this chapter cluster (events, characters, etc.)? Explain.
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Chapters Thirty-five to Thirty-nine

1.  To whom could the orange sleeve under the boat belong?

 

2.  What condition could the person under the boat be in?

 

3.  Why would someone be under a boat in the middle of the desert?

 

4.  If Stanley has indeed found Zero, describe the best case scenario and the worst case scenario that could unfold for the two boys.

 

 








	[image: ]


	








	Word List
	 



	WEARY
	PRECIPICE



	COLLAPSE
	ALTITUDE



	NECTAR
	GNAT



	BACTERIA
	 






	[image: ]


	





	   Down    




	1.
	Fall down (e.g. a physical breakdown): c _ _ _ _ _ _ _



	3.
	To grow tired or not wanting to continue: w _ _ _ _



	4.
	Sweet liquid made by plants and made into honey by bees: n _ _ _ _ _



	6.
	A small, biting fly: g _ _ _





	





	   Across    




	2.
	The height of something (e.g. mountain): a _ _ _ _ _ _ _



	5.
	Steep face of a rock, cliff or mountain: p _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _



	7.
	Organisms that cause disease: b _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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Chapters Thirty-five to Thirty-nine
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	1.
	Put the following events in order on the timeline. (You may refer back to the story to check for details.) Two events have been recorded for you.



	 
	[image: ]



	 
	a)
	Stanley finds Zero under the boat, weak and sick with stomach pains
	b)
	For the first time, Zero admits he is not well



	 
	c)
	Both boys collapse into an exhausted sleep
	d)
	Boys help each other up cliff despite a trembling Zero



	 
	e)
	See rock precipice that needs climbing
	f)
	Need to climb cliff to get out of lake bed



	 
	g)
	Fall into a muddy gully
	h)
	Find onions and share one



	 
	i)
	Zero vomits
	j)
	Wake up in a meadow with rock towering above them



	 
	k)
	Zero collapses
	l)
	Start to climb mountain



	 
	m)
	Stanley carries Zero up the mountain
	n)
	Night falls



	 
	o)
	Stanley digs hole and scoops water into Zero’s mouth
	p)
	Zero’s stomach pains get worse and he becomes weaker
















	2.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	Zero had survived by:
	b)
	Sploosh was:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	eating bugs.
	[image: ]
	A
	cactus juice.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	drinking sploosh.
	[image: ]
	B
	muddy water from a water hole.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	luck.
	[image: ]
	C
	a mushy nectar.



	 
	c)
	Zero’s condition can be described as:
	d)
	The climb up the cliff showed:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	deteriorating.
	[image: ]
	A
	Zero’s perseverance.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	improving
	[image: ]
	B
	Stanley’s sense of humor.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	staying the same.
	 



	 
	e)
	In order to distract Zero from his pain, Stanley:
	f)
	Stanley is afraid to leave Zero in case:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	sings to him.
	[image: ]
	A
	Zero is attacked by yellow spotted lizards.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	encourages him.
	[image: ]
	B
	Zero dies.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	gives him words to spell.
	[image: ]
	C
	he can’t find his way back to Zero.
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Chapters Thirty-five to Thirty-nine

[image: ]

Answer the questions in complete sentences.








	1.
	When Stanley and Zero discover the boat’s name to be Mary Lou, they begin predicting who Mary Lou might have been. They comment that she might have been pretty, looked great in a bathing suit and loved a lot for a boat to be named after her. What do we know about the real Mary Lou that makes this humorous?



	
	 



	
	 



	2.
	Provide evidence to show that despite his weakening condition, Zero still perseveres.



	
	 



	
	 



	3.
	Complete the chart to illustrate Stanley’s developing inner and outer strength.



	 
	






	PROOF OF STANLEY’S DEVELOPING OUTER STRENGTH
	PROOF OF STANLEY’S DEVELOPING INTERNAL STRENGTH



	 
	 
















	4.
	In Chapter Thirty-eight, when Zero falls and does not get up, Stanley tries to encourage him and calls him Hector. What does this symbolize?
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	If you could interview Stanley and Zero about their struggle to Big Thumb, what would you ask them? (Hint: You could include who, what, where, when, why and how questions.)
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Chapters Forty to Forty-four


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Link the onions of the past to the onions in the present. How did the onions in the past help the people of Green Lake 100 years ago? How did the onions help Zero and Stanley?

 

 

2.  Predict what course of action Stanley and Zero will decide to take. Will they stay or leave? Explain your choice and include what you think will happen whether they stay or leave the mountain.

 

 




[image: ]

In the list below, circle seven vocabulary words with which you are LEAST familiar. After looking up the definition in a dictionary, write the word in a sentence which clearly shows the word’s meaning.









	leeches
	snickered
	murky
	contaminate



	rotting
	destiny
	fugitive
	evicted



	inexplicable
	adjacent
	exhaled
	budge



	precarious




1.  ________________________________________________________________

2.  ________________________________________________________________

3.  ________________________________________________________________

4.  ________________________________________________________________

5.  ________________________________________________________________

6.  ________________________________________________________________

7.  ________________________________________________________________
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Chapters Forty to Forty-four
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	1.
	Use the sentence starters provided to complete the sentences.



	 
	a)
	Zero regains his strength by ____________________________________.



	 
	b)
	Stanley didn’t want to leave while Zero slept because he didn’t want Zero to wake up and think he had been _______________________.



	 
	c)
	We find out more details about Zero’s sad life. When he had to sleep outside, he pretended he was in _______________________.



	 
	d)
	In bad weather, Zero slept in shelters and pretended someone was his mom so he wouldn’t become a __________________.



	 
	e)
	When Zero and his mother needed something, they always took what they needed, not thinking it was _________________.



	 
	f)
	Zero took Clyde Livingston’s shoes because he needed them and, though there was a sign that they belonged to someone famous, Zero couldn’t __________________.



	 
	g)
	After running outside with the shoes, Zero put them on top of a _____________________.



	 
	h)
	Their plan when they arrived back at camp was to find the right hole and then _____________________________________.



	 
	i)
	As they dig, they are excited when Stanley’s shovel hits a metal suitcase, but are stunned when a bright light shines in their face and they are faced with _________________________.



	2.
	Suspense is the feeling of tense excitement that you feel when you are reading. High suspense often makes you wonder what will happen next! Use this graph to chart the suspense level after each chapter, by shading the required number of bars.



	 
	









	High
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Medium
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Low
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	None
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Chapter
	40
	41
	42
	43
	44
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Chapters Forty to Forty-four

[image: ]

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  As Stanley heads down the mountain in search of the shovel, he is shocked at how far down the shovel actually is, as this is how far he carried Zero. On his way back up, he had to stop and rest several times. What did Stanley learn about himself?

 

2.  Stanley didn’t want to leave to look for the shovel while Zero was asleep. He was concerned Zero might think he had been abandoned. What does this tell us about their relationship?

 

3.  In this section, Stanley is feeling happier than he has in a long time. He remembers being unhappy long before being sent to camp. Infer what had made him unhappy in the past and why he is feeling differently now.

 

4.  We learn a great deal about how Zero came to be separated from his mom and how he coped.

a) Why do you think he couldn’t always go with her and had to wait at different places? ______________________________________

b) When Zero is sharing the part of his story about his mother not coming back, the author writes that “his voice sounded suddenly hollow.” What does this mean and what is the author trying to tell us by describing Zero’s voice this way?
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	We learn a great deal about Zero’s life before coming to Camp Green Lake in this part of the story. List the events in Zero’s life that really had an impact on you and explain why. What did you think and feel as you were reading about the details of Zero’s life?
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Chapters Forty-five to Forty-nine

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  The novel is divided into three parts. This part of the story is entitled, The Last Hole. Now that you have a little more information, what was the author hinting at with The Last Hole?

 

 

2.  Do you think choosing to return to camp was worth the risk for Stanley and Zero? Why or why not?

 

 








	[image: ]


	Use the context clues in each sentence to choose the word that best fits in the blank. You may need your dictionary.



	1.
	The difficult climb up the steep mountain was [image: ] for Stanley.



	2.
	Zero knew that Stanley was [image: ] the crime because Zero was the one who had stolen Clyde Livingston’s shoes.



	3.
	The powerful judge had the [image: ] to send Stanley to jail or to Camp Green Lake.



	4.
	An [image: ] is someone you take to court to represent you and tell your side of the story.



	5.
	The sighting of a yellow spotted lizard could cause quite a [image: ] at camp.
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Chapters Forty-five to Forty-nine
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	1.
	a)
	The suspense continues to grow as the story draws to a close. Track the suspense levels of the chapters below.



	 
	










	High
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Medium
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Low
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	None
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Chapter
	45
	46
	47
	48
	49






	 
	b)
	Choose the chapter that you feel was the most suspenseful and justify your choice.



	 
	 
	 











	2.
	Highlight or circle the character traits that describe Ms. Morengo:



	 
	









	assertive
	quiet
	confident
	short
	gentle



	tall
	Hispanic
	intimidating
	cruel
	smart



	red hair
	black hair
	funny
	supportive
















	3.
	Complete the following short answer questions in point form.



	 
	a)
	List some of the excuses and lies the Warden provides to hide the truth about Stanley and Zero running away and the resulting events:



	 
	 
	






	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 






	 
	b)
	List three memories Stanley thinks of so he is not thinking about the Warden when he dies.



	 
	 
	 



	 
	c)
	How were the other campers kept quiet?



	 
	 
	 



	 
	d)
	Why didn’t the Warden care whether or not the campers dug any more holes?



	 
	 
	 



	 
	e)
	Stanley’s father had finally invented a product that _________________________, and it smelled like _______________________!
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Chapters Forty-five to Forty-nine

[image: ]

Answer the questions in complete sentences.








	1.
	Unfortunately, Stanley discovers he is standing in a lizards’ nest! At this point in the story, the author slows the action down and describes every move the lizards make. Why does he use this technique? Is it effective? Why or why not?



	
	 



	
	 



	2.
	Use the following details or quotes from the story to make inferences or draw conclusions about the characters and events.



	 
	






	CLUE FROM THE STORY
	MY INFERENCE



	Warden’s quote: “Do you know how long… When I was little, I’d watch my parents dig holes, every weekend and holiday. When I got bigger, I had to dig, too. Even on Christmas.”
	a) The Warden might be the daughter of ___________________________ .



	The suitcase has Stanley’s name on it!
	b) Though I know the suitcase isn’t Stanley’s, he does have the same name as his ______________________.



	 
	This person was robbed by ________________ and that is how the suitcase came to be buried in Green Lake.



	Lizards don’t like onion juice, which is why Sam the onion man sold it to the rattlesnake hunters.
	c) Maybe the yellow spotted lizards never bit Stanley or Zero because _________________________.
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	Stanley and Zero weren’t the only characters to change in the story. Evaluate who else in Group D did and did not change. Was their reaction to Stanley’s and Zero’s return what you expected? Explain.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Fifty


1.  Chapter Fifty is the only chapter in Part Three of the novel. It is entitled, Filling in the Holes. What do you think this means? Do you think the holes on Green Lake were filled or do you think the author is implying something else?

 

2.  We know Stanley and Zero have been freed from Camp Green Lake, but how do you think the story will come to a close? What will happen to:

Stanley?

Zero?___________________________________________________________

The Warden___________________________________________________________

Character of your choice?______________________________________________



[image: ]

Choose ONE word from the list below and complete the chart to get a good understanding of what the word means. Share your answer with a partner who has chosen a different word.











	tedious
	subtle
	pried
	caviar
	champagne



	neutralize
	fungi
	weary
	absentminded
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Chapter Fifty

[image: ]

1.  Where is the setting of the last scene? __________________________

2.  List the characters who are present. __________________________

3.  Why are all these people together? __________________________

4.  a) What was in the suitcase? __________________________

b) What specifically did Stanley and Zero get from the suitcase? ________________________

c) How did they use it? __________________________

5.  Complete the sentences to link the past and present together, getting a complete picture of Stanley’s story.










	 
	 A 
	Stanley was a descendant of _________.
	 1 
	Stanley had carried Zero up the mountain



	 
	 B 
	Zero was a descendant of _____.
	 2 
	The first Stanley Yelnats



	 
	 C 
	The curse was broken because _____.
	 3 	Elya Yelnats



	 
	 D 
	The Warden was the descendant of ____.
	 4 
	Stanley’s dad invented the famous foot-neutralizer the day after Stanley carried Zero up the mountain



	 
	 E 
	The suitcase belonged to _____.
	 5 
	The first Stanley Yelnats



	 
	 F 
	_____ was robbed by Kissin’ Kate Barlow.
	 6 
	It rained in Green Lake for the first time in 100 years



	 
	 G 
	We know the curse was broken because _____ and _____.
	 7 
	Trout Walker



	 
	 H 
	The foot odor neutralizer was named _____.
	 8 
	Sploosh and it smelled like peaches



	 
	 
	 
	 9 
	Mme. Zeroni
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Chapter Fifty

[image: ]

1.  Before beginning the story, you had to comment on a few statements related to the themes in the book. Refer to your original decisions and justifications. Think about how the story has affected your opinions. Now, decide whether or not to change your opinions. Justify your decisions on a separate sheet of paper.

a)  It is appropriate for children and youths who commit crimes to spend time at a detention center.

Agree ______________________ Disagree

b)  Being a good friend means doing anything to help a friend in a difficult situation.

Agree ______________________ Disagree

c)  People treat each other differently based on race.

Agree ______________________ Disagree

2.  The author, Louis Sachar, speaks directly to the reader and says, “While Mrs. Bell, Stanley’s former math teacher, might want to know the percent change in Stanley’s weight, the reader probably cares more about the change in Stanley’s character and self confidence. But those changes are subtle and hard to measure.” How does Stanley feel about himself now? Do you think he is more confident? Why? How else has he changed?

 

 

3.  In many different places throughout the book we were reminded that Zero “had” nobody, “was” nobody and “didn’t count.” Do you think he counts now? To whom? To himself? To others? How do we know that he is no longer a nobody with nobody?
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	Fill in the “holes” of Hector’s life. In other words, use the clues in this chapter to infer who the woman with Hector was, why she looked and acted the way she did, what had happened to her. Also, comment on how Hector might have felt during this chapter. Predict what his future might hold.
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Chapters 23, 25, 26, 27, 28 and 40

Racism is a theme in this novel, in the main plot which takes place in the present, and even more intensely in the sub-plot, which takes place in the past. The racism experienced by Sam and Katherine is extreme as it ends in Sam’s death.



Imagine you are a newspaper reporter, reporting on this tragic example of racism in the community of Green Lake 100 years ago.

Follow the checklist below.

• Look at samples of newspaper articles • Outline the content before you begin

• Use the 5W+H format for articles (who, what, where, when, why, how)

• Vary the information by including statements by Green Lake residents, for example

• Include your opinion as the reporter • Use rich vocabulary • Edit and revise

• Dig “deep” into the issue by including how people were affected and what the short and long term effects of racism can be • Create a headline to grab the reader’s attention

• Make it look authentic (headline, illustration, caption, etc.), remembering that it is a newspaper from 100 years ago!
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Chapters 9, 18, 27, 31, 32, 33, 35 to 50

The development of a true and caring friendship between Stanley and Zero is one of the most meaningful themes of this novel.



1. Trace the events that helped develop the friendship between Stanley and Zero. Think about how Stanley’s opinion of Zero changed throughout the novel as well.

2. Rework these events into a short story, chronicling the friendship between Stanley and Zero.

3. Be sure to include a beginning, middle and end.
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Chapters 3, 7, 30, 32, 33, 35 to 40

Upon returning home, Stanley has been recognized for his bravery and courage and you have the honor of giving a speech and presenting him with his award.



Be sure your speech includes:

• What Stanley was like at the beginning of the story

• The challenges he had to overcome while at Green Lake

• How he showed courage (decisions, actions)

• What he learned about himself

• How others’ opinions about him have changed

• What he is like now

• Why he is a positive role model or hero for other children and young adults

• What the future may hold for him
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Chapters 9, 12, 18, 27, 30, 35 to 43 and 50



We read about the story of Holes from the perspective of Stanley. Zero was a quiet, but smart, observant, unusual and important character in the story as well. Develop a series of questions you could ask Zero during an interview. You might want to include questions about his past, questions about his time at Camp Green Lake as well as his hopes and goals for the future.





Remember, a good interviewer asks questions that cannot be answered with yes or no, but are clear and somewhat specific.

You may want to review key events such as:

• Zero asking Stanley to teach him • How Zero was treated by the boys

• Mr. Pendanski’s put downs • Running away • Stanley coming to his rescue

• His struggle to survive in the desert • Telling Stanley the story of his life • Digging the last hole

• Being caught by the Warden • Leaving with Stanley • Being reunited with his mom
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Chapters 5, 6, 9, 11, 16 and 30

Unfortunately, bullying is a part of the lives of many children, as it was a part of Stanley’s before and during his time at Camp Green Lake. Create a handbook that you could give to Stanley to help him deal with bullying. Include the following sections of information:

• Examples of bullying or, what bullying “looks like” and “sounds like”

• Why people bully • How it makes the victim feel

• Strategies to combat bullying (for example, what to say and do)



You could draw upon Stanley’s many experiences with bullying as you write your handbook. If you need any additional information, ask your classmates to share their experiences and do some additional research.

Be sure your handbook looks authentic, or real. You may want to include:

• Illustrations • Bold lettering and headings • Graphics

• Testimonials or quotes by individuals
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All Chapters



Complete a brief, but accurate Retell, Relate, Reflect after you have completed the novel. Use the instructions and prompts below to assist you.





1. RETELL – Briefly retell the story in your own words.

• Include only the most important events, characters, etc.

• Touch on the beginning, middle, and end.

2. RELATE – Talk about how the story relates to your life.

• How does it connect to your life and experiences? • Does it remind you of something else you have read? • How does it connect to the greater world around us?

3. REFLECT – Drawing conclusions and sharing your understanding of the story.

• What is the author’s message? • What can we learn?
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Word Search

Find the following key words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally and some are even backwards.










	desert
	family
	treasure
	God’s Thumb



	convicted
	nicknames
	homelessness
	nail polish



	holes
	bullying
	courage
	onions



	curse
	conflicts
	sunflower seeds
	fulfillment



	camp
	friendship
	teach
	rain



	thirst
	support
	sploosh
	invention



	lizards
	warden
	racism
	songs
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Comprehension Quiz








	Answer each question in a complete sentence or short paragraph.
	[image: ]



	Part A: Setting



	1.
	Compare and contrast the setting of Green Lake today, to the Green Lake of 100 years ago. Be sure to comment on the time, place, climate, etc.



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	Part B: Plot



	2.
	Summarize the key conflicts that occurred in the part of the story set in present time.
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	3.
	What was the climax of Sam and Katherine’s story? How did this event shape the rest of the story?
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	Part C: Characters



	4.
	Why was the experience at Camp Green Lake life-changing for Stanley?
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SUBTOTAL:  /18
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Comprehension Quiz








	5.
	Zero’s life also changed as a result of his experiences at Camp Green Lake. How do we know that he no longer counts as “zero”; that he is no longer a “nobody with nobody”?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	Part D: Theme



	6.
	Circle the theme that you felt was the most important in the novel. Explain why you think it was the most important.



	 
	









	racism
	survival
	personal growth
	friendship
	tolerance
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	Part E: Style and Language



	7.
	Why does the author use flashbacks throughout the novel?
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	8.
	Choose two of the following figurative language techniques and write your own examples.



	 
	








	simile
	metaphor
	personification
	imagery
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SUBTOTAL:  /9












	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

 1   D 

 2   F 

 3   C 

 4   E 

 5   B 

 6   A 


	
   1.   

a) trees



b) holes

c) good

d) bus

e) poor

f) jail

g) (various)



h) curse



i) Sir

j) overalls

k) boots

l) shovel

m) eighteen

n) tents

o) Pendanski

p) Mom

q) nicknames

r) Armpit



s) (various)


	
   1.   

Possible answers: no lake, hammock between 2 trees, Warden, rattlesnakes, scorpions, campers want to be bitten by yellow-spotted lizards, guard on bus with rifle, handcuffed, nothing green at camp

   2.   

Texas, dry lake, very hot, 2 trees, deadly animals

   3.   

a) Appearance:
overweight Actions: acts insecure Dialog: (various) Thoughts: analytical Others: teased and cruel comments
b) Possible answers: embarrassed, selfconscious, lonely, insecure

   4.   

Italics represent Stanley’s thoughts

   5.   

Answers will vary [i.e., somber (uncertainty of camp); hopeful (with Mr. Pendanski’s greeting); abrupt downturn with Armpit’s aggression]


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. defective

2. radiating

3. eternity

4. aimlessly

5. lukewarm

6. vinyl upholstery

7. scarcity


	
   1.   

1. Xray in front; Zero in back, Stanley behind him; others in between

   2.   

a)    T 



b)    F 

c)    T 



d)    F 

e)    F 

   3.   

11 yellow spots, yellow-green body, 6 to 10 inches long, red eyes, black teeth, white tongue, live in holes to protect from sun and predators, 20 per hole, strong legs, can leap out of holes to catch various prey, also eat sunflower seeds


	
[image: ]

   1.   

His hero thought he was a thief

   2.   

To break up monotony of hole digging; Answers will vary

   3.   

a) Own shovel, front of line

b) Answers will vary

   4.   

Relief; spat; pride

   5.   

Important – may play larger role later on





	
11

	
12

	
13

	
14

	
15

	
16
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   1.   

a) Answers will vary
b) Answers will vary
c) Answers will vary
d) Answers will var

   2.   

Derrick Dunne bully, tormented, teachers never took it seriously, notebook in toilet

   3.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

Possible answers:

1. no growth

2. stared

3. shine

4. afraid

5. imprinted

6. decorated with stones


	
   1.   



Stanley: C, H, I, N

Zero: B, G, K

X-Ray: A, F

Warden: J, L, P

Mr. P: D, E

Mr. Sir: M, O


	
   1.   

Aching muscles, can’t lift spoon, blistered fingers, sunburn

   2.   

Scared others will take it, trust still an issue

   3.   

Answers will vary

   4.   

Physical: tall, red hair, black cowboy hat and boots studded with turquoise stones, sleeves rolled up, arms covered in freckles as was her face
Personality: powerful, authoritative, condescending


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

   3.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

Answers will vary; Check for proper contextual use of vocabulary


	
   1.   

[image: ]  C

   2.   

[image: ]  B

   3.   

[image: ]  C

   4.   

[image: ]  B

   5.   

[image: ]  C

   6.   

[image: ]  A


	
   1.   

X-Ray energetic, ZZ trying to watch broken T.V.

   2.   

More accepted, “toughening up”; Treated better, “give him space”

   3.   

Uncaring, unsympathetic

   4.   

Answers will vary

   5.   

Feels more accepted but sees volatility of tent mates and knows they are dangerous. Also aren’t loyal as they did not support him when he took the blame.
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18

	
19

	
20

	
21

	
22


















	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

A preserve, bushels, cantaloupe

B emerald, grotesque, parched, vast emptiness

C fungus, incurable, ointments, asthma, remedy, arthritis, concoction

D disrespectful, distracted, hesitated, mocked


	
   1.   

Answers will vary (i.e. KB, Trout’s last name, Zero’s last name, curse, etc.)

 

   2.   

Answers will vary; Use rubric on student work sheet for assessment criteria


	
   1.   

Possible answers: rude, braggart, disrespectful, loud, stupid, didn’t want to learn, spoiled

   2.   

Thirst was an ongoing challenge at camp; Opinions will vary; Said “thank you” to show respect for his position and avoid further action

   3.   

Wishes people could see how fast he learned

   4.   

Unhappy and unreasonable, racial comments made

   5.   

Answers will vary

   6.   

Sam can’t attend school because of color of skin, Hattie Parker says they will be punished because 2 people of different races kissed, mob storms school in protest, against law for Sam to kiss Kate, Trout’s boat crashes into Sam’s and he is killed, Mary Lou shot, racial comments at camp (i.e. Black boy does all the work)


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

   3.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

 1   C 

 2   D 

 3   A 

 4   B 

 5   E 

 6   F 

 7   H 

 8   G 


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

a humid

b lightening

c rock



d God’s Thumb



e watch



f bully

g Zig Zag

h feeble

i Zero

j pistol



k desert

l water



m learn

n hope

o swollen

p erase

q Twitch

r steals

s hole

t empty

u rock

v boat

w Mary Lou

x orange

y sleeve

z Zero
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

a) that she might scratch someone with nails of venom again

b) Ability to sweat; oppressive heat

c) Giant spider web

   3.   

Condones violence and allows fight; lies to Warden saying it was a riot; tells Zero it would be easier to teach the shovel as it had more brains than Zero; continued put downs to Zero (i.e. digging was all he would be good for)





	
23

	
24

	
25

	
26

	
27

	
28
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

   3.   

Answers will vary

   4.   

Answers will vary



Vocabulary

ACROSS

2. altitude

5. precipice

7. bacteria

DOWN

1. collapse

3. weary

4. nectar

6. gnat


	
   1.   

a, p, f, d, i, k, l, n, e, m, g, o, h, c, j, b



   2.   

a)  [image: ]  B   b)  [image: ]  C

c)  [image: ]  A   d)  [image: ]  A

e)  [image: ]  C   f)  [image: ]  B


	
   1.   

Mary Lou was a donkey; humorous to picture her pretty and in a bikini



   2.   

Keeps walking despite pains; climbs cliff despite frail condition; uses shovel as third leg; deep breaths; needs to stop and rest; gives Stanley thumbs up sign; pulls Stanley up with shovel



   3.   

External – weight loss, stronger Internal – more confident, supportive, taking the lead in this dire situation



   4.   

No longer “zero”, now he is valued as a person with a real name


	
   1.   

Past – varied uses (i.e. tonics, ointments, etc.) Present – only food they had; nourishment; helped Zero get strength back

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

Answers will vary; Check for words used in proper context


	
   1.   

a) drinking, eating onions, sleeping, resting

b) abandoned

c) Cub Scouts

d) ward of the state

e) stealing

f) read

g) parked car

h) dig for possible “treasure”

i) the Warden

   2.   

Answers will vary


	
   1.   

Physically stronger, mentally tougher than he thought

   2.   

Growing concern and empathy for what Zero had experienced in his life

   3.   

Answers will vary (i.e. was unhappy with himself in the past, now feeling more comfortable and confident with himself)

   4.   

a) Answers will vary



b) Hollow voice reflects internal feeling of emptiness or loneliness
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33

	
34


















	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. strenuous

2. innocent of

3. authorization

4. attorney

5. commotion


	
   1.   

Answers will vary



   2.   

Assertive, confident, short, Hispanic, intimidating, smart, black hair, supportive

   3.   

3.a) Stanley tried to run away, fell in hole and lizards got him; Stanley was delirious and couldn’t release him; Stanley broke into Warden’s room and stole suitcase; Stanley had been in hospital with hallucinations and delirium
b) Mother’s face; walking and falling in snow with mother; drinking hot chocolate with lots of melted marshmallows
c) Didn’t have to dig as long as they did what they were told; would be severely punished if they talked about what was happening
d) Had found what she was looking for – “treasure”
e) neutralized foot odor; peaches


	
   1.   

Possible answers: for emphasis, to increase suspense, etc.

   2.   

a) Trout Walker

b) great-great grandfather; Kate Barlow

c) they had eaten onions


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

Answers will vary; Check for accurate completion of chart


	
   1.   

Stanley’s home

   2.   

Stanley and his parents, Zero and his mom, Ms. Morengo, Clyde Livingston and his wife

   3.   

To celebrate success of invention and launching of commercial for sploosh

   4.   

a) not-so valuable jewels and papers belonging to first Stanley Yelnats
b) Just less than a million dollars each
c) Stanley – new house for family, lab in basement; Zero – hired team of private investigators

   5.   

 A   3 

 B   9 

 C   1 

 D   7 

 E  2,5

 F  2,5

 G  4,6

 H   8 
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Higher opinion of self; happier; more confident because he overcame physical and emotional weakness by facing huge obstacles (conflict with people, environment, saving Zero, etc.)

   3.   

Possible answers:
Now counts to others; he “belongs” and has people who care for and value him such as Stanley and his family, Zero’s mom, Ms. Morengo; he is confident in his ability to learn and his intelligence; he has filled a void in his life by finding his mother)
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Word Search Puzzle Answers
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   1.   

Past – 100 years ago; lush; lake; heaven on earth; orchards; thriving town Present – Texas; no rain in 100 years; parched no vegetation; no lake; just 2 trees; site of a camp

   2.   

Stanley wrongly accused and sent to prison; struggle to fit in with group; negotiating personalities of intimidating adults (Mr. Sir and Warden); bullying by boys; Zero running away; struggle to survive in desert; climbing God’s Thumb; caught by Warden

   3.   

Sam’s death set in motion events that shape present-day aspects of book [i.e. Katherine becomes an outlaw who robbed Stanley’s great-great grandfather (who was under family curse]; Trout Walker (the man she rejected), his descendant sets up camp under guise of reform center for boys to dig up treasure her parents had been searching for

   4.   

Became stronger physically and mentally, and more confident; made a friend and felt happier with self


	
   5.   

Has a true friend in Stanley and his family; found mother; respected for his intelligence and ability to learn

   6.   

Answers will vary

   7.   

To provide us with details about the past (Stanley’s past and distant past); to create interest and break up monotony of hole digging

   8.   

Answers will vary
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45

	
46
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