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The Sign of the Beaver









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of the Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understnding of the novel

	Demonstrates a basic understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a good understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a good understanding of the novel




	Content

	Information incomplete; key details missing

	Some information complete; details missing

	All required information complete; key details contain some description

	All required information complete; enough description for clarity




	Style

	Little variety in word choice; language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice; language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice; language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words; precise language




	Conventions

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

The Sign of the Beaver is a compelling adventure story of wilderness survival. A Newberry Honor winner, this novel takes place in 18th Century Maine and follows the relationship between Matt, a young white boy left alone by his family, and a local Aboriginal boy named Attean. Together, the boys discover valuable lessons about themselves and the cultures of the other boy. A variety of themes are explored from friendship, courage and perseverance, and prejudice towards the Native people of North America, to historical themes of pioneer life and the culture of the Penobscot people.

How Is This Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each chapter or group of chapters there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of The Sign of the Beaver. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	STORY MAP ORGANIZER
The Story Map Organizer provides a framework for students to identify the key story elements of the novel. Students are to complete each of the following sections with details from the novel: Setting (time and place); Major and Minor Characters; the Main Problem or Challenge faced by the main character; a brief Summary of the Plot; and the Resolution of the story (how the main problem is resolved). This activity may be given to students as an alternative activity to the traditional book report. Found on Page 53.











	WHERE TWO WORLDS COLLIDE
This Organizer provides students with the opportunity to compare important criteria from two different civilizations. They are to choose two of the following three options: 1) the Student’s Society and Culture; 2) Attean’s Society and Culture; or 3) Matt’s Society and Culture. Six criteria are listed in the Organizer, all relating to daily life. Have the students write down an example for each of the criteria (at least one for each civilization). The last criterion item has been left blank so that students can list an item of their choice from the two civilizations for comparison. Found on Page 54.
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	TIMELINE
The Timeline is an excellent tool to help students trace the sequence of events that unfold in an adventure story, and identify the characters that are involved in each. In The Sign of the Beaver, readers meet Matt, whose summer is filled with exciting, and sometimes even thrilling adventures with a fascinating cast of characters – Attean, Saknis and Ben. Students are to complete the Timeline by recording 12 major events from the novel, in the order that they happened. As a bonus question, have the students identify the event they consider to be the climax of the novel. Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of application, analysis, synthesis and evaluation, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kitz™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest, creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

The Sign of the Beaver is a novel that may be approached in several ways. Most obvious is as a traditional, whole-class read-aloud in which the teacher reads the book out loud to the entire class, stopping after one or more chapters for the students to answer the chapter questions. As they complete the questions, students reread the chapter(s) on their own. Depending on the interests and needs of your students, you may choose to apply some shared or modeled reading, focusing discussion on the author’s skills, choices made in writing, and the elements of the narrative. The BEFORE YOU READ and AFTER YOU READ activities in this Literature Kit™ provide a basis for such discussions.

To facilitate small group and independent study learning, these activities have been divided into chapter groupings to allow students to work on manageable sections of the novel, and not feel overwhelmed by the activities. Teachers may also choose to use only a selection of the activities in this resource for small group or independent study, assigning tasks that match students’ specific needs, and allowing students to work at their own speed. The components of this resource make it flexible and easy to adapt as not all of the activities need to be completed.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections. Journaling prompts have been included at the end of each chapter section to facilitate students’ thinking and writing.
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Summary of the Story

A STORY of wilderness survival in 18th Century Maine about a young boy who is caught between two worlds.

S Shortly after Matt and his father finish building a cabin on their new settlement, Matt finds himself alone in the Maine wilderness with his nearest neighbor several miles away. With his father returning to civilization to get their family, Matt’s adventures begin.

First, he is visited by Ben, a wandering trapper who steals his rifle. Then, Matt is stung nearly to death by a swarm of bees, but manages to survive with the help of two local Natives, Attean and his grandfather, Saknis. When Matt begins to teach Attean how to read, both boys become frustrated by Attean’s reluctance, a lack of resources, and Matt’s own inexperience. Matt’s relationship with Attean, however, proves very beneficial to the white boy, as through it, Matt learns many things about using the wilderness around him to survive.

As the summer progresses, the two boys have a number of adventures together, including killing an angry bear. Matt is gradually accepted by Attean’s family, and he learns about the difficulties the Penobscot people are facing with the encroachment of more and more white settlers.

Summer turns to autumn, and Matt begins to fear that his family will not return before snowfall. Saknis offers to take Matt with them on their winter hunt, but Matt chooses to stay at the cabin and wait for his family. When Attean accepts his decision, Matt realizes that the Native boy has finally come to respect him. The novel ends with the arrival of Matt’s parents just after the snow flies – they had been delayed by an outbreak of typhus.



Suggestions for Further Reading
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	BOOKS BY ELIZABETH GEORGE SPEARE
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	The Witch of Blackbird Pond © 1958



	The Bronze Bow © 1997



	Calico Captive © 2001





OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

Jack London, Call of the Wild © 1903

Jack London, White Fang © 1906

Scott O’Dell, Island of the Blue Dolphins © 1960

Katherine Paterson, Bridge to Terabithia © 1977

Patricia MacLachlan, Sarah, Plain and Tall © 1985

Gary Paulsen, Hatchet © 1987

Gary Paulsen, Brian’s Winter © 1996

Lois Lowry, Number the Stars © 1989

Wilson Rawls, Where the Red Fern Grows © 1997

Gregory J. Davenport, Wilderness Survival © 1998
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Vocabulary


CHAPTERS 1 AND 2

• proprietor • constant • delight • entire • horrid • occasional • blunderbuss • daubed • puncheon • temporary • reassure • matchlock • ruefully • distracted • touchhole • johnnycake • coiled • reckon • Massachusetts • tongue-tied





CHAPTERS 3 TO 5

• deliberate • curious • pewter • expedition • wrenched • neglect • sensible • salvage • persuade • precious • heavyset • gradually • bothersome • molasses • underbrush • prickle • deprived • mosquitoes • hemlock • comfortable




CHAPTERS 6 AND 8

• despise • adz • resentful • response • earnest • despair • hesitated • incomprehensible • furious • defiance • glowered • disdainfully • rigid • finicky • lamely • astonishment • illustrate • abruptly • fortune • delicious





CHAPTERS 9 AND 10

• devise • dumbfound • resent • resigned • sapling • splice • supplies • impressive • scorn • grateful • curious nonchalantly • treaty • approval • cannibal • captives • acknowledgment • encouragement • fiercely • horrid


CHAPTER 11 AND 12

• covetous • insulting • serious • temperament • mean • embarrassed • thin • tassels • glistening • ridiculous • disposition • commented • misshapen • wary • prowled • scruffy • scrawny • jealous • cascades • moccasin





CHAPTERS 13 TO 15

• improvise • indignant • comical • solemn • goaded • wary • inflict • gnawed • goaded • reluctantly • expressions • shrewdly • version • adventure • impolite • immense • clotted • creature • distracted • tribute




CHAPTERS 16 AND 17

• frequent • pungent • array • contortions • clamor • boisterous • genial • indignant • befallen • hideously • nimbly • regretful • suspended • roused • recognizable • conscious • shabby • narrative • imitation • confidence





CHAPTERS 18 AND 19

• trespasser • detected • dignity • ferocious • relented • scarlet • retrace • scented • chilliness • territory • hesitated • frantic • flaunting • placid • absolutely • grim • substantial • erect • protested • blustering • adoration




CHAPTERS 20 AND 22

• resolved • solemn • persisted • unhampered • boisterous • manitou • envied • preparation • disgrace • courteously • stalked • topknot • flared • captured • offended • deliberately • loneliness • spite • sap • insisted





CHAPTERS 23 TO 25

• shucked • occasionally • resist • meager • breeches • ventured • pliable • despised • hew • clamor • capable • frantic • butternut • hickory • beseeching • puckery • ventured • prowess • trenchers • whittled • banquet • spunky • typhus • clamor • aught
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Elizabeth George Speare

Elizabeth George Speare was an American writer who was born in Melrose, Massachusetts in 1908 and died in 1994. She loved growing up in Melrose as it was close to woods and fields where her family frequently hiked and picnicked. Elizabeth lived much of her life in New England; it was such an inspiration for her it was the setting for many of her books, including The Sign of the Beaver.

[image: ]

Elizabeth was to discover her love of writing as a young girl in elementary school, and continued to refine her talents throughout her schooling which took her to Smith College and then Boston University, where she earned a Master’s degree in English. She married Alden Speare in 1936 and together they moved to Connecticut where they raised their two children, Alden Jr. and Mary. It was only several years later, when her children were well through school that Elizabeth began to focus on writing.

Elizabeth’s first novel, Calico Captive, was published in1957. This was followed by the acclaimed, The Witch of Blackbird Pond. Both books were historical novels that resulted from Elizabeth’s research into the New England and Connecticut regions. Another very popular novel, The Bronze Bow, was published in 1961, and then in 1984, The Sign of the Beaver. This, her final novel, received a Newbery Honor Citation and the Scott O’Dell Award for Historical Fiction. Although Elizabeth George Speare only wrote four novels during her lifetime, few writers of historical fiction have received as many notable awards as did this writer during her writing career, winning almost all the most prestigious writing awards including the Newbery Award on two occasions.

Elizabeth once said, “Since I can’t remember a time when I didn’t intend to write, it is hard to explain why I took so long getting around to it in earnest. But the years seemed to go by very quickly.”
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•  Elizabeth won the 1959 Newbery Medal for The Witch of Blackbird Pond

•  She also won the Newbery Medal in 1962 for The Bronze Bow

•  In 1989 she received the Laura Ingalls Wilder Award for her contribution to children’s literature
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Chapters One and Two

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  The Sign of the Beaver is set in the year 1768. List five modern inventions we enjoy today that were not present when the events of this novel took place.

 

 

2.  Consider what it would be like not to have one’s parents around for a whole summer. What might be two advantages to this situation and two disadvantages?
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Complete each sentence with a word from the list.









	  delight  
	  constant  
	  proprietor  
	  entire  











	 
	  horrid  
	   occasional   
	  blunderbuss  



1.  The hotel’s   had owned the old building for over forty years.

2.  I can’t imagine such a  old woman ever agreeing to apologize for the misunderstanding.

3.  Matt’s dad hung the ancient   on a hook above the fireplace.

4.  No one ever passed our cottage in the summer except the   tourist.

5.  We were almost driven to distraction by the   drumming of the dog’s tail on the hardwood floor.

6.  “It is a great   to welcome you into our small circle of friends,” the queen pronounced.

7.   When Sittler scored the goal, the   crowd got to its feet and cheered for a good five minutes.
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Chapters One and Two
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	Put a check mark next to the answer that is most correct.



	1.
	Matt’s family had moved to their new home in Maine from:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	New York



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Massachusetts



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Michigan



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	County Cavan, Ireland



	2.
	Matt’s father thought he would return to their homestead with Matt’s mother and sister in how many weeks?
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	A
	two or three.
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	B
	four or five



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	six or seven



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	eight or nine



	3.
	What prized possession did Matt’s dad surprisingly leave behind for Matt to use?
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	A
	his rifle



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	his broadax



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	his new sword



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	his chain saw



	4.
	Before August of that summer, how old would Matt be?
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	A
	eleven



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	twelve



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	thirteen



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	fourteen



	5.
	What was the endless task that Matt’s dad had left him to finish up while he was gone?
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	A
	cutting firewood
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	B
	harvesting the grain for winter
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	C
	trapping beaver down at the nearby river
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	D
	chinking the spaces between the logs with clay
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Chapters One and Two
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Answer the questions in complete sentences.

6.   Describe the circumstances that led to Matt being left by himself in the wilderness.

 

 

7.   List four dangers that Matt might face during the coming weeks.

 

 

8.   There isn’t much talking in these two chapters, but Matt’s dad does use some rather unusual words and expressions. Find at least three examples of this from the first two chapters.

 

 

9.   Why was it so important that Matt not let the fire go out?

 

 

10.  As time went on, what did Matt find the most difficult thing to deal with about being alone in the wilderness?
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	Matt’s father shows a lot of confidence in him. Tell about a time in your life when someone showed a lot of confidence in you (like a parent, friend or teacher). Describe the circumstances that led up to the incident, what happened as a result of this person’s confidence, and how you felt during this incident.
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Chapters Three to Five


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  In these three chapters, Matt makes two or three mistakes that result in serious consequences. What are two possible dangers that a young person in Matt’s situation might encounter?

 

 

2.  What are your thoughts about Matt being left in this situation by his father? Describe two alternatives that his father might have considered, rather than leaving his son alone in the wilderness.

 

 



[image: ]

With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.










	 
	 1.
	deliberate
	a)
	fail to do something



	 
	 2.
	curious
	b)
	tin and lead



	 
	 3.
	pewter
	c)
	to save



	 
	 4.
	expedition
	d)
	coax



	 
	 5.
	wrenched
	e)
	trip



	 
	 6.
	neglect
	f)
	valuable



	 
	 7.
	sensible
	g)
	intentional



	 
	 8.
	salvage
	h)
	twist violently



	 
	 9.
	persuade
	i)
	nosy



	 
	10.
	precious
	j)
	sane
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Chapters Three to Five
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1.   Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.










	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Matt told Ben that his father had just gone for supplies and would be back anytime.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Ben informed Matt that the local Indians were on the warpath and had recently burned several families out of their homes.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Matt knew that he wouldn’t starve as long as he had a fish line.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	To escape the swarm of bees, Matt raced back to his cabin and locked himself inside.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Matt was nursed back to health by an old man and his grand daughter.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Bee needles have poison.






2.  Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.









	 
	 
	 a)
	Matt discovers that his father’s rifle is missing.



	 
	 
	 b)
	Matt is severely stung when trying to get honey from a bee hive.



	 
	 
	 c)
	Matt spends the evening listening to Ben’s tall tales.



	 
	 
	 d)
	A red-bearded stranger appears at Matt’s cabin.



	 
	 
	 e)
	Matt’s cabin is ransacked by a bear.



	 
	 
	 f)
	Matt is rescued from drowning.
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Chapters Three to Five
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Answer the questions in complete sentences.

3.  Matt probably should have been suspicious of Ben right from the start. Relate something about what we know of Ben (especially from his conversations) that should have served as a warning to Matt.

 

 

4.  From Matt’s conversation with Ben in the evening, how would you describe Ben’s personality?

 

 

5.  Why was the stealing of Matt’s rifle a particularly evil thing for someone to do?

 

 

6.  In Chapter Four, how did Matt’s carelessness prove disastrous?

 

 

7.  What caused Matt to try to get some honey from the hive?
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	Matt’s life was in real peril on more than one occasion during these chapters. Describe a time in your own life when your life was in real danger. Describe the circumstances and what was going through your mind at the time.
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Chapters Six to Eight


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  What are three of the most valuable skills that you have learned in your life? Who taught them to you, or did you teach yourself?

 

 

2.  In these three chapters, Matt reveals some feelings of prejudice towards native people. How do you think it is possible for people to overcome such feelings?
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Complete each sentence with a word from the list.









	  despise  
	    adz    
	  resentful  
	  response  











	 
	  earnest  
	  despair  
	  hesitated  



1.  Tim was very   when his older sister came to his rescue.

2.  It is difficult to understand how he could   a fun sport like ice fishing.

3.  After their team’s loss in the playoffs, most of the players were filled with  .

4.  In just one careless moment, Jacob broke the handle to the family’s only  .

5.  Jennifer   for only a moment before returning the lost wallet to her friend.

6.  “That wasn’t the   to the question I had expected,” the teacher admitted.

7.  Despite a lack of talent as a swimmer, everyone could seen how   a competitor she was.
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Chapters Six to Eight
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	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.



	 
	a)
	When Attean looked around Matt’s cabin, he seemed to   every thing he saw.



	 
	b)
	Saknis brought Matt a new pair of  .



	 
	c)
	In gratitude, Matt gave Saknis a  .



	 
	d)
	Saknis wanted Matt to teach Attean how to  .



	 
	e)
	Attean was very upset when he learned that Matt would be teaching him for the next  .




2.  Use a word from the list to answer each question.










	  disdainfully  
	  clumsy  
	  foolishly  
	  boring  
	  ashamed  










	 
	 a)
	How did Saknis think Matt had acted by climbing the bee tree?



	 
	 b)
	How did Matt feel when he saw that Saknis was holding the book upside down?



	 
	 c)
	How did Attean regard his lessons?



	 
	 d)
	How did Matt feel when he used the crutch Saknis made for him?



	 
	 e)
	How did Matt find the first page of the novel he was reading to Attean?
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Chapters Six to Eight
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Answer the questions in complete sentences.

3.  a) Matt makes the point, “the one thing an Indian could never forgive was a hurt to his pride”. How is this an example of stereotyping?

 

 

b) Explain how such stereotypes can be dangerous to make.

 

 

4.  The author will occasionally use a simile to help the reader visualize a scene (a simile is a comparison using the words like or as). An example can be found in Chapter Seven: “rigid as a cedar post”. Think of your own simile to describe Matt’s encounter with the bees.

 

 

5.  What is your impression of Matt’s teaching strategy? Would you have done anything differently?

 

 

6.  How did Attean make things difficult for Matt when he was teaching him?
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	Chapters Six to Eight detail the awkward first steps in a relationship between Matt and Attean. Think of a time when you first met someone who was later to become a close friend. Describe the early stages of this relationship – what happened and how you were feeling at the time.
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Chapters Nine and Ten

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Imagine that you were stranded in the wilderness without a weapon. Think of two or three ways you would get enough food to survive.
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Complete the following crossword puzzle with words in the Word Box
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	WORD BOX



	DEVISE
	MAPLE



	DUMBFOUND
	SCORN



	MATT
	DISH



	FISH
	CARVE



	RESENT
	DECAL



	RESIGNED
	GILL



	SAPLING
	MA



	SUPPLIES
	ATE



	SPLICE
	RIFLE



	TENSE
	LEND


	ATTEAN
	PULL



	IMPRESSIVE
	 










	





	  Across    




	1.
	Quit



	5.
	Come up with



	6.
	Provides



	7.
	Main character



	8.
	Water creatures



	10.
	Uptight



	13.
	Consumed food



	14.
	Opposite of push



	16.
	Awesome



	19.
	Decorative sticker



	20.
	To give temporarily



	21.
	To cut into a shape





	





	   Down    




	1.
	To feel bitterness



	2.
	Small tree



	3.
	A part of a fish



	4.
	Used for serving food



	5.
	To surprise



	9.
	Join by interweaving



	11.
	Grandson of Sakins



	12.
	Type of tree



	15.
	A weapon



	17.
	Short for Mother



	18.
	Contempt or disdain
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Chapters Nine and Ten
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1.  Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

Matt was puzzled by the [image: ] Attean brought because he could find no bullet hole in it. Attean then showed Matt how to set a [image: ] so that he might catch this animal without using a gun. When Matt was successful, the only approval he received from Attean was a [image: ] and a [image: ] . Attean continued to bring food for Matt every [image: ] so Matt kept his part of the bargain, teaching the other boy how to [image: ] . It turned out that Attean enjoyed it when Matt read from the story of [image: ] . Attean thought it would be better to die than be a [image: ] .

Attean surprised Matt by asking him if he would like to go [image: ] . In order to do this, Attean made a [image: ] . When Matt fell in the water, he noticed that Attean was [image: ] at him. As a result, Matt decided to do it his own way – with a pole and [image: ] . Unfortunately, a fish broke the line so Attean had to make him a new [image: ] . Afterward Attean made a fire from a piece of hard [image: ] he drew from his [image: ]-skin pouch.














	2.
	Which answer best describes…



	 
	a)
	Attean?
	b)
	Matt’s response to Attean’s attitude towards him?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	friendly
	[image: ]
	A
	resentment



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	sunny
	[image: ]
	B
	cheerfulness



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	resentful
	[image: ]
	C
	joked a lot



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	naive
	[image: ]
	D
	refused to teach him



	 
	c)
	Attean’s feelings about slavery?
	d)
	Matt’s attempt at spear-fishing?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	didn’t care
	[image: ]
	A
	unsuccessful



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	liked the idea
	[image: ]
	B
	partially successful



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	hated the idea
	[image: ]
	C
	successful



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	thought it was silly
	[image: ]
	D
	didn’t even want to try












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Nine and Ten

[image: ]

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

3.  In your own words, briefly describe the steps involved in snaring a rabbit.

 

 

4.  Even though Matt told Attean that he didn’t have to bring him any more food, Attean still does. Why do you think Attean continued to do this?

 

 

5.  What was there about the story of Robinson Crusoe that appealed to both Attean and Matt?

 

 

6.  What was there about the story that Attean reacted very strongly to? Explain a possible reason for Attean’s reaction.

 

 

7.  Explain why Matt found the spearing of a fish to be so difficult. What was his solution to this dilemma?

 

 










	[image: ]




	Matt experiences a good deal of frustration and resentment towards Attean in these chapters because he feels Attean is looking down on him. Tell about a time when you went through a similar experience as Matt. Describe the circumstances and how the situation was resolved.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eleven and Twelve

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Even during the time of The Sign of the Beaver, why was the conservation of wild animals important?

 

 



2.  Why must it have been difficult for the native people of that region during Attean’s lifetime? (Try to think of two reasons.)

 

 


[image: ]

Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word.









	  covetous  
	  insulting  
	  serious  
	  temperament  











	 
	  mean  
	   embarrassed   
	  thin  










	1.
	She usually has a very cranky disposition.
	 



	2.
	Attean’s dog was very scrawny.
	 



	3.
	She gave her boyfriend a disdainful look.
	 



	4.
	The beaver do not intend to show themselves again.
	 



	5.
	Jennifer found she was growing increasingly envious of her cousin’s new job
	 



	6.
	He was chagrined by his best friend’s anger.
	 



	7.
	The hunting accident left him in a rather grim position.
	 














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eleven and Twelve

[image: ]









	Put a check mark next to the answer that is most correct.



	1.
	Attean’s dog fought:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	a porcupine



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	a mountain lion (cougar)



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	a black bear



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	a lynx


	 


	2.
	The beaver that Attean and Matt came across belonged to what people?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	the people of the fox



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	the people of the moose



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	the Ojibway people



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	the people of the beaver


	 


	3.
	Attean said that secret signs were made for what purpose?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	so the women of the village would not understand them



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	to show the way back



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	to warn off the Iroquois



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	as a part of their religious beliefs















	 


	4.
	In Chapter Twelve, Matt decided he needed to practice with:
	5.
	Attean told Matt that the best arrows were made from which tree?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	a throwing knife
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	ash



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	a fishing spear
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	birch



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	a lance
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	hemlock



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	a bow and arrow
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	maple












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eleven and Twleve

[image: ]

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

6.   When Attean sees Matt pulling weeds in the corn patch, he says, “Squaw work.” Why would Attean say such a thing? What was Matt’s reaction?

 

 

7.   Why do you think both Attean and Matt “thought a sight of that dog”?

 

 

8.   Matt makes the comment in Chapter Eleven that although he didn’t really like Attean, he trusted him. What does this tell you about Attean’s character? Give examples.

 

 

9.   What were two ways that Attean made signs so he wouldn’t get lost in the forest? Can you think of a third way?

 

 

10.  Why do you think it was so important to Matt that he win Attean’s respect?

 

 










	[image: ]




	In Chapter Twelve Matt is determined to learn how to shoot the bow and arrow well, and perseveres to reach this goal. Tell about a time when you persevered through difficulty to achieve a goal that was important to you.













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Thirteen to Fifteen


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  The trapping of wild animals has long been debated by different societies around the world. In North America’s early history this was an important part of the lives of many people. Why is this practice regarded by many people today as cruel and barbaric?

 

 

2.  What do you think would cause an animal like a bear to attack a person? Try to think of two or three reasons.

 

 



[image: ]

Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word.









	 improvise
	 indignant
	 comical
	 solemn



	 goaded
	 wary
	 inflict
	 











	1.
	The old lady was outraged when asked her age.
	 



	2.
	The beaver family was very careful when people were near.
	 



	3.
	My little brother was provoked into a fight.
	 



	4.
	Did you try to impose your views on your neighbors?
	 



	5.
	The funeral service was quite serious.
	 



	6.
	He tried to ad-lib the words to the play when he forgot his lines.
	 



	7.
	It was a very funny television program.
	 












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Thirteen to Fifteen

[image: ]


1.   Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.










	 
	T
	F
	a)
	The metal trap that caught the fox had been set by an Indian from another tribe.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Attean’s people also had a story about a flood that destroyed the world.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	The boys may have been killed by the bear if they had not had an early warning from Attean’s dog.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	The bear was upset because she thought that her cub was in danger.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Matt showed his courage in the confrontation with the bear by shooting it in the face with an arrow.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Attean paid tribute to Matt by saying that he moved fast, like an Indian.






2.  Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in the chapters.









	 
	 
	 a)
	The boys are confronted with the bear cub in the forest.



	 
	 
	 b)
	Attean tells Matt that he had moved fast, like an Indian.



	 
	 
	 c)
	An angry mother bear confronts the boys and appears ready to attack them.



	 
	 
	 d)
	Attean shows Matt many of the plants that are safe to eat in the forest and some that are dangerous to eat.



	 
	 
	 e)
	Matt reads Attean the Bible story of Noah and the flood.



	 
	 
	 f)
	Matt and Attean come upon a trapped fox.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Thirteen to Fifteen

[image: ]

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

3.  Who was responsible for the trapped fox, and why did Attean insist on leaving him in the trap?

 

 

4.  In Chapter Thirteen Attean teaches Matt about a number of forest plants that can be eaten. Investigate this topic and find out about one more wild plant (not mentioned by Attean) that is available to eat in the northeastern United States.

 

 

5.  Explain why the introduction to Chapter Fifteen is an example of foreshadowing.

 

 

6.  Chapter Fifteen also contains an example of personification. In the author’s description of the bear’s claws, they are described as “wicked curving claws”. Why is this an example of personification? Think of your own example of personification to describe the bear’s teeth.

 

 










	[image: ]




	No one can predict how they will react during a time of great personal danger like Matt and Attean found themselves in. Imagine for a moment that you are the author and write an alternative ending to the incident with the bear.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Sixteen and Seventeen


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Briefly describe a personal experience when you felt like a real outsider and everyone seemed to be looking at you.

 

 

2.  In every society there are important events that are celebrated. Give two or three examples from your own culture that are celebrated, and tell which one is your favorite.

 

 



[image: ]

Write a complete sentence using the following words from these chapters. (You may need to use a dictionary for some of the words.) Be sure to make the meaning of each word clear from its context.







	1. frequent
	 



	2. pungent
	 



	3. array
	 



	4. conditions
	 



	5. clamor
	 



	6. boisterous
	 



	7. genial
	 



	8. indignant
	 












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Sixteen and Seventeen

[image: ]








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.



	 
	a)
	Matt felt that he was   very shabbily when he arrived at Attean’s village.



	 
	b)
	Before recounting his adventures with the bear,   was given a ceremonial pipe to smoke.



	 
	c)
	Because Attean was not taking part in eating the bear, Matt at first thought he had given him his   .



	 
	d)
	The next morning, Matt was surprised to find that Attean’s   looked shabby and cluttered.



	 
	e)
	The morning after the feast, Saknis had led the men of the village on a   hunt.



	 
	f)
	Attean had not been allowed to go because he did not have a  .




2.  Use a word from the list to answer each question.









	 skins 
	 feast 
	 dance 
	  king  



	 stories 
	 settlers 
	 
	 











	____________
	 a)
	To what event was Matt invited?



	____________
	 b)
	 What did Saknis remind Matt of when he first saw him at the ceremony?



	____________
	 c)
	 What event did the villagers take part in before the feast?



	____________
	 d)
	 After the feast was a time for  , then more dancing.



	____________
	 e)
	 Who was taking over Attean’s peoples’ hunting ground?



	____________
	 f)
	 What were the white traders demanding more of, that the woods could no longer provide in such numbers?












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Sixteen and Seventeen

[image: ]

 Answer the questions in complete sentences.

3.  The literary device, personification, describes an inanimate object as if it was a person. An example of this can be found in the first paragraph of Chapter Sixteen: “he felt the snake of worry crawling about behind every other thought.” What is being personified in this example? Bonus: come up with your own example of personification using an object from this novel.

 

 

4.  List two things about Attean’s village that Matt found unsettling.

 

 

5.  Attean’s people found themselves trapped between the old way of doing things and the new, “white way”. How is the truth of this statement shown in Chapter Sixteen?

 

 

6.  Matt mentions Muster Day. Research this holiday of yesteryear and briefly describe what it was all about.

 

 










	[image: ]




	Matt mentions a time in Massachusetts’ history when the state governor placed a bounty on Indian scalps. Imagine that you were a young person (either native or white) living during this time, and give your own impression of the governor’s actions.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eighteen and Nineteen


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  These chapters open with Matt describing some of the wonders of nature he is able to enjoy. What are your favorite things about nature – things you might enjoy if you were to spend some time in the country or wilderness near where you live? Describe two or three things.

 

 

2.  Think of one advantage to having a pet dog today, and one disadvantage. Why might it have been especially advantageous for the early settlers to have a pet dog?

 

 



[image: ]

 Circle  the word that matches the meaning of the underlined word in each sentence.















	1.
	The family awoke to find a trespasser in their house.



	 
	 a 
	intruder
	 b 
	interloper
	 c 
	surveyor
	 d 
	policeman



	2.
	He detected a trace of hostility in the other boy’s voice.



	 
	 a 
	left
	 b 
	noticed
	 c 
	hid
	 d 
	booked



	3.
	By the time the game was over, she had no dignity left.



	 
	 a 
	relatives
	 b 
	talent
	 c 
	self-esteem
	 d 
	funds



	4.
	John purchased a ferocious dog from the kennel.



	 
	 a 
	savage
	 b 
	gentle
	 c 
	talented
	 d 
	expensive














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eighteen and Nineteen

[image: ]

1.  Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

As summer sped by, the evenings grew chillier, and it seemed that the [image: ] of the forest moved closer to the cabin. Day after day Matt tramped the [image: ] alone. He was now careful to cut [image: ] on the trees so he might not get lost. One day while in the woods he came across a [image: ] caught in a trap. When he couldn’t get the trap open, he ran to get [image: ], who turned out to be away on a [image: ]. Instead, [image: ] went with Matt to help him. When they reached the trap, they threw a [image: ] over the trapped animal’s head to keep it from [image: ] them.

In Attean’s village, Matt was very interested in what the [image: ] were working at. Matt then played a disc game with a group of boys and lost his [image: ]. When he went home that evening, for the first time he did not feel [image: ] in the forest.













	2.
	Which answer best describes: (Note: One question has more than one correct answer.)



	a)
	Marie?
	b)
	Matt’s response to the trapped animal?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	harsh
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	neglectful



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	sarcastic
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	concern



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	polite
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	humor



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	rough
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	disconnected



	c)
	Attean’s feelings about his dog?
	d)
	Matt’s attempt at spear-fishing?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	hatred
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	for it



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	rough love
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	against it



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	sympathy
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	no opinion



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	scorn
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	it’s okay now and then












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eighteen and Nineteen

[image: ]

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

3.  What do you think caused the restlessness in Attean that Matt began to notice towards the end of summer?

 

 

4.  Why wasn’t Matt able to free the trapped animal by himself?

 

 

5.  a) What do you think caused Attean’s grandmother’s unfriendly attitude toward Matt when he went to the village for help?

 

 

b) What proof is there in these chapters that the grandmother’s attitude toward Matt is beginning to soften?

 

 

6.  What practical reason did Matt have for wanting to watch the native women at work in the village?

 

 










	[image: ]




	Think of a time in your life when you were thrust into a new and unfamiliar situation in which you had to take a prominent role despite your uncomfortable feelings. Describe the situation and how it made you feel. How can situations like this sometimes be a good experience?











	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty to Twenty-Two

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Predict what difficulties might be ahead for Matt if his dad does not return before winter.

 

 

2.  Why do you think it was important that Matt respect the beliefs of Attean and his people?

 

 



[image: ]



 Circle  the word that best matches the meaning of the underlined word in each sentence.














	 1. 
	Jeremy resolved not to lose his temper with his difficult new boss.



	 
	 a 
	did
	 b 
	tried
	 c 
	determined
	 d 
	failed



	 2. 
	The wedding was a most solemn occasion.



	 
	 a 
	serious
	 b 
	unfortunate
	 c 
	glorious
	 d 
	dreadful



	 3. 
	My little sister persisted in practicing on the piano, although it was apparent that she had very little talent.



	 
	 a 
	complained
	 b 
	preserved
	 c 
	delayed
	 d 
	approved



	 4. 
	The beavers were unhampered in their determination to build a dam on the creek.



	 
	 a 
	unresponsive
	 b 
	unhealthy
	 c 
	untalented
	 d 
	unhindered
















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty to Twenty-Two

[image: ]









	Put a check mark next to the answer that is most correct.



	



	1.
	Attean informed Matt that he would be leaving for a long time:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	to hunt deer



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	to find his manitou



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	to choose a wife from another village



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	to fish on the coast



	2.
	Why did Matt think Saknis might be angry with him?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	for neglecting Attean’s lessons



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	for insulting his people



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	for hunting on the land of the turtle people



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	for fishing in the water of the beaver people



	3.
	When Attean visited Matt in Chapter Twenty-one, what did he bring with him?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	his sister



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	a new rifle



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	a buckskin outfit for Matt



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	a new bow and arrows for Matt



	4.
	What did Attean and Saknis want Matt to do?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	trade them corn for moose meat



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	teach Attean’s sister how to read



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	move with his parents to the coast



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	go north with them



	5.
	What gift did Saknis send to Matt?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	a bow and arrows



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	a pair of snowshoes



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	an old musket



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	a basket of seeds for the garden












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty to Twenty-Two

[image: ]

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

6.   Attean mentions that he has to “go and find his Manitou”. Research two additional facts about the native people’s belief in manitou that aren’t given in these chapters.

 

 

7.   Other than the obvious physical changes (such as his hair cut), why do you suppose Attean’s appearance changed so dramatically after his return from finding his Manitou?

 

 

8.   What does Attean and his grandfather’s concern for Attean over the winter tell you about their character?

 

 

9.   Why might Saknis’ gift to Matt prove to be so important in the months ahead?

 

 

10.  Matt mentions the fact that Attean probably cannot read a watch to tell time, yet still he gives him the watch. What are your thoughts about this incident? Was it an appropriate gift? Explain your answer.

 

 










	[image: ]




	Imagine you are in Matt’s situation. You are in a cabin in the wilderness, your parents have not returned, and you wake to discover the cabin freezing cold, and a thick layer of snow on the ground outside. How would you feel at that moment, and what might you plan on doing to ensure your survival in the weeks ahead?













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty-Three to Twenty-Five


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Do you think that Matt’s parents are still coming? If so, what do you think delayed them for so long?

 

 

2.  If they do show up before winter, think of four things that you would recommend that they bring with them to make surviving the winter possible. (Be practical: these items would have to be carried or dragged on a sled.)

 

 



[image: ]

With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.










	 1 
	shucked
	 
	competent
	 a 



	 2 
	occasionally
	 
	once in a while
	 b 



	 3 
	resist
	 
	embarked
	 c 



	 4 
	meager
	 
	carve
	 d 



	 5 
	breeches
	 
	panic-stricken
	 e 



	 6 
	ventured
	 
	husked
	 f 



	 7 
	pliable
	 
	leggings or pants
	 g 



	 8 
	despised
	 
	scanty
	 h 



	 9 
	hew
	 
	flexible
	 i 



	 10 
	clamor
	 
	hated
	 j 



	 11 
	capable
	 
	offer resistance
	 k 



	 12 
	frantic
	 
	noise
	 l 












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty-Three to Twenty-Five

[image: ]


1.   Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.










	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Matt was able to save nothing from their garden for the coming winter.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Matt made a pair of leggings from the fisher that he caught in a trap and skinned.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	He caught the fisher in a deadfall trap that Attean had shown him how to make earlier that summer.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Matt made a cradle for the baby and a cornhusk doll for his sister, Sarah.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Once the snow came, Matt found that the snowshoes Saknis gave him had “set him free”.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Matt’s family had been delayed by an epidemic of diphtheria.






2.  Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.








	___________
	 a)
	It snows and Matt tries out his snowshoes for the first time.



	___________
	 b)
	Matt’s family arrive at the cabin.



	___________
	 c)
	Matt discovers that more white settlers will soon be moving into their area.



	___________
	 d)
	Matt makes himself a new pair of breeches.



	___________
	 e)
	Matt makes a cradle and cornhusk doll.



	___________
	 f)
	Matt traps a fisher.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty-Three to Twenty-Five

[image: ]

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

3.  Animal traps have been a very controversial topic during the last few years. For what reasons do many people object to the use of animal traps? Are some traps more humane than others?

 

 

4.  What was one of Matt’s biggest concerns as winter approached?

 

 

5.  Chapter Twenty-five mentions the disease, typhus. Investigate this disease and share two important facts about it.

 

 

6.  Take a look at the supplies that Matt’s father brought with him. Are there any other things that he didn’t bring that you would have made sure to include under these circumstances? Try to think of at least three important items.

 

 

7.  The sentence “all his worries vanished like smoke up the chimney” is an example of a simile. What is a simile? Give one additional example of this literary device.

 

 










	[image: ]




	Were you satisfied with the conclusion to this novel? Describe any changes that you would have made to improve it.












	
	[image: ]




Chapters 1 to 4

For this activity you will need two partners.
Note: Your teacher may wish to assign a fourth group member as editor.


Steps:

1.  After reading the first four chapters discuss with your group what adventures you think Matt might experience. Write these ideas down in point form.

2.  Next, divide your story outline into three parts: a beginning, middle and an end, and assign one member to each part.

3.  The student assigned to the beginning of the story then writes this part of the story. When he or she completes the first part of the story, pass it on to the student responsible for the middle of the story. This student completes his or her part of the story, and then gives it to the student responsible for the conclusion.

4.  Now, the group (or the student acting as editor) edits the story. Then copy it out in good and submit it to your teacher for assessment. (Your teacher may wish to have some of the stories read to the class.)



Extension:

Write your story chain as a one-act play and perform it as a Readers’ Theater project.
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Chapters 5 to 8


Imagine that you are Matt and that it is you who has been left behind in the Maine wilderness. A traveling peddler comes by your cabin and spends the night. In the morning he offers to take any letters you might have to the nearest town and mail them for you. One of the letters you write is to your best friend, John Adley, who lived next door to you back in Boston. So before the peddler goes on his way, you sit down at the kitchen table to write a letter to your friend in far off Boston.



Make sure to let John know something about where you live, and what it is like there. Tell him about the adventures you have had, meeting Attean and his grandfather, and some of the things you have already learned about wilderness living. Finally, share with him how you feel about your new surroundings, and how you feel about being left there by your father.









	[image: ]
	




Chapters 9 to 12

There are a great number of different types of poetry in the world. Some rhyme, some don’t; some are subject to strict rules, while others are free verse. The Minute Poem is a rhyming poem with twelve lines totaling 60 syllables. It is three verses in length of 8,4,4,4; 8,4,4,4; 8,4,4,4 syllables. The rhyme scheme is as follows: aabb, ccdd, eeff.


Example of a first verse of a Minute Poem:







	The Beach
	 



	There’s nothing like the sandy shore,
	(8 syllables)



	The open door,
	(4 syllables)



	Though I can’t stay
	(4 syllables)



	Another day.
	(4 syllables)






Your task is to create a Minute Poem using the events of the above chapters as your inspiration. Make sure it is three stanzas long, and you follow the rules of the Minute Poem.
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Chapters 13 to 16


Chapter Thirteen describes a very sad episode in Matt’s life, when he and Attean find a fox caught in a steel trap and are forced to leave it there. When Matt asks Attean what the fox’s fate will be, Attean informs him that the fox will probably gnaw through his leg in order to escape. Imagine the terror and pain that animals like this experience when they are caught in a trap of this sort.

The use of leg traps continues to be a very controversial topic, as it is still practiced in some parts of the world today. How do you feel about the use of leg traps?



Write an editorial for your local newspaper taking a stand either for or against the use of leg traps. State your reasons for your position, and be sure to use concrete facts whenever possible. If you are against the use of leg traps, it might be worthwhile to suggest some alternative methods for people who depend on trapping as a livelihood.

Your editorial should be at least three-quarters of a page in length.
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Chapter 17 to 21

This activity is especially for students with an artistic flair or who love comic books! It can be done for Chapters Seventeen to Twenty-one, or include events from Chapters One to Twenty-one. The first step is to decide on the length of your comic strip (6 to 12 frames is suggested); next consider what events you will include. You may wish to highlight a brief incident (for example, Matt’s visit to Attean’s village) or encompass the entire novel to this point.


A quick sketch of the comic strip can first be accomplished in a storyboard format before a final, good copy is attempted. The strip should include a title, dialog, and color. It should be neat and imaginative.
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Chapters 22 to 25


Like most novels, The Sign of the Beaver, has a happy ending (for the most part). Things, though, could have ended very differently for Matt. What if his parents had died of typhus, or if they had been delayed for a few months by unforeseen circumstances? How would Matt have survived a harsh Maine winter?



Your task is to write a synopsis of what might have happened to Matt if he had been forced to remain in his cabin and survive until spring. How would he have gotten food with so much snow on the ground? How would he have stayed warm (think about clothing, firewood)? You may even think of a really different twist to the story by having Matt try to walk out of the wilderness to the nearest settlement. What might have happened then?

Your alternate ending should be at least a page in length.
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Word Search

Find all of the words in the Word Search. Words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are even written backwards.










	gnawed
	ventured
	presuade
	prowled



	proprietor
	pungent
	supplies
	ferocious



	expedition
	glistening
	mosquitoes
	inflict



	finicky
	incomprehensible
	solemn
	spunky



	sapling
	wrenched
	scarlet
	grim



	moccasin
	immense
	typhus
	captured



	boisterous
	delicious
	manitou
	jealous
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Comprehension Quiz








	Answer the questions in complete sentences.
	[image: ]



	1.
	Why had Matt’s father returned to Massachusetts and left Matt alone in the wilderness?
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	2.
	What was it that the trapper, Ben, stole from Matt?
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	3.
	Describe what happened to Matt that caused him to be rescued by Saknis and Attean?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	4.
	Why did Saknis want Matt to teach Attean how to read?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	5.
	What novel did Matt use to help teach Attean how to read?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	6.
	Who in his village did Attean consider responsible for doing the gardening and preparing animals for skinning and eating?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	7.
	Why didn’t Attean want to free the fox that he and Matt found caught in the steel trap?
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SUBTOTAL:     /14
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Comprehension Quiz








	8.
	What instrument did Attean help Matt make?
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	9.
	Why was the bear so aggressive when Attean and Matt met it in the woods?
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	10.
	Who was it that went with Matt to free Attean’s dog when it was caught in the steel trap?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	11.
	What was it that Matt lost when he was playing the disc game with the boys from Attean’s village?
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	12.
	What important quest did Attean venture out on toward the end of the novel?
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	13.
	What two gifts did Matt receive at the end of the novel from Attean and his grandfather?
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	14.
	Why were Matt’s parents delayed in returning to the cabin in the wilderness from Massachusetts?
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SUBTOTAL:     /14












	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. proprietor

2. horrid

3. blunderbuss

4. occasional

5. constant

6. delight

7. entire


	
   1.   

[image: ]  B

   2.   

[image: ]  C

   3.   

[image: ]  A

   4.        5.   

[image: ]  C  [image: ]  D


	
   6.   

His father returned to civilization to bring back Matt’s mother and sister

   7.   

Answers will vary

   8.   

Possible answers: Hard to reckon; specially; it’s yourn

   9.   

He had no matches

   10.   

Loneliness


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. g)

2. i)

3. b)

4. e)

5. h)

6. a)

7. j)

8. c)

9. d)

10. f)


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    F 

c)    T 

d)    F 

e)    F 

f)    T 

   2.   

a) 3

b) 5

c) 2

d) 1

e) 4

f) 6
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   3.   

He admitted to being dishonest

   4.   

Braggart, shifty

   5.   

Answers will vary

   6.   

He didn’t secure the door and a bear got into the cabin

   7.   

He wanted something sweet





	
11

	
12

	
13

	
14

	
15

	
16
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary



Vocabulary

1. resentful

2. despise

3. despair

4. adz

5. hesitated

6. response

7. earnest


	
   1.   

a) despise

b) moccasins

c) book

d) read

e) year

f) Robinson Crusoe



   1.   

a) foolishly

b) ashamed

c) disdainfully

d) clumsy

e) boring


	
   3.   

1. Not all Indians are proud

2. Can lead to faulty under-standings

   4.   

Answers will vary

   5.   

Answers will vary

   6.   

Attean was very resistant and resentful


	
   1.   

Answers will vary; gives her confidence

Vocabulary

Across:

1. resigned
5. devise
6. supplies
7. Matt
8. fish
10. tense
13. ate
14. pull
16. impressive
19. decal
20. lend
21. carve

Down:

1. resent
2. sapling
3. gill
4. dish
5. dumbfound
9. splice
11. Attean
12. maple
15. rifle
17. Ma
18. scorn


	
   1.   

a) rabbit

b) snare

c) grunt

d) shrug

e) day

f) read

g) Robinson Crusoe

h) slave

i) fishing

j) spear

k) grinning

l) line

m) hook

n) stone

o) muskrat

   2.   

a)  [image: ]  C

b)  [image: ]  A

c)  [image: ]  C

d)  [image: ]  A


	
   3.   

Answers will vary

   4.   

Answers will vary

   5.   

Adventures, fascinating characters

   6.   

Friday’s submissiveness – reaction to the threat of the white people

   7.   

Tricks played by light in water; He used a line and hook
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. temperament

2. thin

3. insulting

4. mean

5. covetous

6. embarrassed

7. serious


	
   1.   

[image: ]  A

   2.   

[image: ]  D

   3.   

[image: ]  B

   4.        5.   

[image: ]  D  [image: ]  B


	
   6.   

Indian women did the gardening; Matt flushed

   7.   

Answers will vary

   8.   

Trustworthy and taught Matt many things about the wilderness

   9.   

Blazes on trees

   10.   

Answers will vary


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary



1. indignant

2. wary

3. goaded

4. inflict

5. solemn

6. improvise

7. comical


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    T 

c)    F 

d)    T 

e)    F 

f)    T 

   2.   

a)    4 

b)    6 

c)    5 

d)    2 

e)    3 

f)    1 
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   3.   

Turtle people – it belonged to them

   4.   

Answers will vary

   5.   

It was to be Matt’s “greatest adventure”

   6.   

are inanimate and cannot be “wicked”
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

All answers will vary


	
   1.   

a) dressed

b) Attean

c) share

d) village

e) deer

f) rifle

   2.   

a) feast

b) king

c) dance

d) stories

e) settlers

f) skins


	
   3.   

Worry



   4.   

Smells of food cooking; he was shabbily dressed

   5.   

Possible answers: disappearance of game; dependence on guns

   6.   

Old holiday – troops reviewed


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

 1   b 

 2   b 

 3   c 

 4   a 


	
   1.   

a) shadow
b) forest
c) blazes
d) dog
e) Attean
f) hunt
g) Marie
h) blanket
i) biting
j) women
k) shirt
l) alone

   2.   

a)  [image: ] C

b)  [image: ]  B

c)  [image: ]  B

d)  [image: ]  B

  [image: ]  C

  [image: ]  D


	
   3.   

Answers will vary

   4.   

Dog tried to bite him

   5.   

a) Answers will vary

b) She treated his injury

   6.   

They could teach him important skills
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

 1   c 

 2   a 

 3   b 

 4   d 


	
   1.   

[image: ]  B

   2.   

[image: ]  A

   3.   

[image: ]  B

   4.   

[image: ]  D

   5.   

[image: ]  B


	
   6.   

Answers will vary

   7.   

Answers will vary

   8.   

Compassionate, caring

   9.   

Answers will vary

   10.   

Answers will vary


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

 1.   f 

 2.   b 

 3.   k 

 4.   h 

 5.   g 

 6.   c 

 7.   i 

 8.   j 

 9.   d 

 10.   l 

 11.   a 

 12.   e 


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    F 

c)    T 

d)    T 

e)    T 

f)    F 

   2.   

a) 4

b) 5

c) 6

d) 1

e) 3

f) 2
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   3.   

Cruel – cause inhumane suffering; Traps that cause sudden death probably considered more humane

   4.   

Having enough food

   5.   

Answers will vary

   6.   

Answers will vary

   7.   

comparison using “like” or “as” (ie, He was as big as a house)
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39

	
40
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Word Search Answers
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   1.   

To get Matt’s mother and sister

   2.   

His rifle

   3.   

He was severely stung by a hive of bees, dove into some water to escape and almost drowned

   4.   

So he could read the treaties

   5.   

Robinson Crusoe

   6.   

The women

   7.   

It was a trap set by another tribe


	
   8.   

A bow and arrows

   9.   

She was protecting her cub

   10.   

Marie, Attean’s sister

   11.   

His shirt

   12.   

To find his manitou

   13.   

Attean’s dog and a pair of snowshoes

   14.   

An outbreak of typhus





	
44

	
45

	
46
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