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The Higher Power of Lucky









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	Criteria

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a basic understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a good understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	Content

• Information and details relevant to focus

	Elements incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements complete; details missing

	All required elements completed; key details contain some description

	All required elements completed; enough description for clarity




	Style

• Effective word choice and originality

• Precise language

	Little variety in word choice.
Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice.
Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice.
Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language




	Conventions

• Spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

This study guide is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. The guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his/her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities which match the student’s abilities.

The study guide generally divides the novel by chapter and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include family relationships, losing a parent, self-acceptance/awareness, survival. The Higher Power of Lucky provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion because of its vivid portrayal of the eccentric central character, Lucky, her growing sense of security with her guardian Brigitte, and the important role Brigitte plays in Lucky’s life.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each chapter or group of chapters there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of The Higher Power of Lucky. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom. They may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	COMPARE/CONTRAST CHART
The Higher Power of Lucky features an array of fascinating characters, from the eccentric Short Sammy, to the quiet, obsessed Lincoln, to Brigitte, Lucky’s French guardian who is trying to adapt to her strange new country. Students are asked to choose any two characters from the novel – either major or minor. They are then asked to compare four attributes of these two characters (physical features and personality traits). A variety of attributes should be selected which are both similar and different, and details should be given where appropriate. Found on Page 53.











	SEQUENCE CHART
The plot of The Higher Power of Lucky is filled with memorable events – so much so that it is a tall order to isolate the “main events” of the novel, as this assignment expects. In assigning the Sequence Chart activity, it might be helpful for the teacher to remind the students that each event selected should be a key component in moving the plot toward the climax of the novel (either the scene where Lucky is found by the people of the village or where Brigitte informs Lucky that she is staying and opening a restaurant in Hard Pan). Found on Page 54.
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	CLUSTER/WORD WEB
Students are asked to choose a topic integral to the novel (i.e. Mojave Desert, black widow spiders, red racer snake). This topic should be placed in the Topic Box in the middle of the diagram. They are then asked to write details about the topic in the accompanying six circles. (Students may need to research the topic in their school library or on the internet.) Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a tool widely used by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analysing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


INDEPENDENT, SMALL GROUP OR WHOLE CLASS STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the play. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular scenes

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets. One has been designed as an alternative to the traditional book report.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

The Higher Power of Lucky is the story of Lucky Trimble, a young girl living in the small desert town of Hard Pan with her guardian, Brigitte. When Lucky’s mother dies after being electrocuted, Lucky’s father’s first wife, Brigitte, arrives from France to look after Lucky for a few weeks. Brigitte, however stays on, making the best of living in a country she finds difficult in adjusting to and understanding. For Lucky life is a constant search for her “higher power” – something which she hears a lot about when eavesdropping on the Smokers Anonymous and Alcoholics Anonymous meetings held in the local museum.

Lucky is in constant fear that Brigitte is planning to move back to France and to leave Lucky in an orphanage. In order to thwart her guardian’s plans, Lucky runs away from home – during one of the worst dust storms of the year. During this great misadventure, Lucky inadvertently saves the life of five-year-old Miles. The situation is resolved satisfactorily when Brigitte reveals she is in fact opening a restaurant in Hard Pan, and has no intention of returning to France.

List of Resources
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	Maybe Yes, Maybe No, Maybe Maybe © 1993



	Burgoo Stew © 1990



	Bobbin Dustdobbin © 1993



	Dark Cloud Strong Breeze © 1994



	Five Bad Boys, Billy Que, and the Dustdobbin © 1992





OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

Laura Ingalls Wilder, Little House on the Prairie © 1935

Beverly Cleary, Ramona Quimby, Age 8 © 1981

Jerry Spinelli, Stargirl, © 2004

E.B. White, Charlotte’s Web © 1952

Roald Dahl, Matilda © 1988

Cynthia Rylant, Missing May © 1992

Christopher Paul Curtis, Bud, Not Buddy © 1999

Lois Lowry, Number the Stars © 1989

Louise Fitzhugh, Harriet the Spy © 1992

Judy Blume, Blubber © 1974
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List of Vocabulary


CHAPTERS 1 - 2

• anonymous • crevice • posture • inventory • complicated • moral • resign • anxious • mangled • scientific • patio • aspect • roundabout • splediferousness • antivenom • synagogue • chime • survival • definitely • eavesdropping



CHAPTERS 3 - 4

• envision • alert • guardian • creosote • sage • compliment • equipped • capillary • minutely • fid • enzymes • contribute • graffiti • permanent • situations • secretion • herb • colony • abandon • saunter


CHAPTERS 5 - 6

• inventory • grimy • surplus • gesture • filly • disability • ridiculous • customs • orphaned • banquette • linoleum • smithereens • dynamiter • dabble • specimen • availability • burro • thorough • discipline • veal



CHAPTERS 7 - 8

• adjust • museum • scientist • specimen • tarantula • distribute • conservation • repulsive • dramatic • laundry • habitat • evolved • commodities • thrift • insult • extreme • description • gruesome • heroic • display


CHAPTERS 9 - 10

• activate • impressed • urn • gouge • brittle • convince • Guild • entire • surplus • muzzle • geologist • memorial • kin • crematory • strand • intricate • decipher • buttonlike • profile • casket



CHAPTERS 11 - 13

• horrifying • tradition • churn • essential • frustrated • abandoned • mournful • mucus • administration • taper • dignified • eased • bawling • decoration • cellophane • ruffles • parsley • insight • inventory • molecules


CHAPTERS 14 - 16

• whim • concentrate • constant • consider • habitat • outlying • twine • adopted • vest • litter • capture • environment • adapted • significant • pregnant • thrilling • vacuum • worriedly • tamarisk • clinic



CHAPTERS 17 - 18

• reasoned • discouraged • project • exposed • concentrating • plucked • professionally • complicated • cholla • spectacular • compartment • glory • sweatband • abandons • gesture • veer • abruptly • dislodge • spoke • burr


CHAPTERS 19 - 20

• adaptable • jumble • enthusiastic • response • complain • gravity • sensitive • piercing • glop • injured • seeping • rummaging • gigantic • calm • burro • horrible • successful • puncture • dollop • crate



CHAPTERS 21 - 23

• attractive • kidnapped • clasped • afterthought • languid • independence • reservoir • legally • emerged • hauled • grace • serious • puny • appreciate • surrender • silky • reflected • knobby • grit • drowsy
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Susan Patron

Susan Patron was born in 1948 in Los Angeles, California – not far from the setting of The Higher Power of Lucky.
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She was a librarian for the Los Angeles Public Library until her retirement in 2007, and likes to tell people that she has spent most of her life – both as a child and as an adult - in the library. She lives with her husband, Rene (a rare book restorer), in Los Angeles and in a small cabin in the high desert of the Eastern Sierras.

Susan’s first book, Burgoo Stew, was published in 1990. This was followed by three more picture books, and then the novel Maybe Yes, Maybe No, Maybe Maybe, which won the 1993 Parent’s Choice Award. In 2007, she won the Newbery Award for The Higher Power of Lucky. She is presently working on a sequel to The Higher Power of Lucky called Lucky Breaks.

Although Susan considers herself to be a slow reader she loves to read and particularly enjoys the books of Nancy Farmer. Susan reviews children’s literature, has taught and lectured on the subject, and has served on boards and committees in the field.
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•  Susan is married to a rare book restorer. His name is René.

•  Susan lives with her husband in a small cabin in the high desert of the Eastern Sierras.

•  When not at work, Susan writes, reads, and makes flaming desserts.
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Chapters One - Two

1.  In our story Lucky lives in a trailer in the desert. What would be fun and interesting about living in such a setting?

 

 

 

2.  Other than the heat, what might not be so fun about living in a desert?
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Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word.












	
	anxious
	posture
	moral
	inventory
	aspect



	
	mangled
	crevice
	anonymous
	complicated
	resign












	1.  
	The painting that hung in the gallery was unsigned.  



	2.  
	The rock climber drove his pick into a crack in the rock face.  



	3.  
	I could tell by her stance that she was very upset.  



	4.  
	The general store had a fantastic cache of hard candy.  



	5.  
	The directions for putting the robot together were most complex.  



	6.  
	Most of the townspeople understood that he was a very high-principled man.  



	7.  
	No one expected the librarian to quit her job so suddenly.  



	8.  
	My mother and aunt were terribly worried about Grandpa.  



	9.  
	He wears an old hat that looks like it has been mutilated.  



	10.  
	She always looked at things from a different viewpoint.  
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Chapters One - Two










	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	The name of Lucky’s dog was:
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	A
	Sunday Shopper



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	HMS Beagle
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	C
	Snoopy
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	D
	French Fry Fred



	 
	b)
	Lucky was eavesdropping on:



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Sweet Georgia Brown
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	B
	Long Tall Sally
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	C
	Short Sammy
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	D
	Too Long Jones



	 
	c)
	The town where Lucky lived was called:
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	A
	Deadwood
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	B
	Hard Pan
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	C
	Calico Silver
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	D
	Moose Jaw



	 
	d)
	The town’s museum was called:
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	A
	Brother Love’s Traveling Salvation Show
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	B
	Lucky Cast-Off Center and Mining Museum
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	C
	Plucky Miner Dance Hall Emporium
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	D
	Found Object Wind Chime Museum and Visitor Center



	 
	e)
	One of the few paying jobs in town was:
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	A
	Dot’s Baubles ‘n’ Beauty Salon
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	B
	Captain’s mail-sorting job at the post office
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	C
	Both A & B
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	D
	None of the above
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Chapters One - Two

Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.

1.  According to Short Sammy, what was the final straw on his road to recovery?

 

 

2.  What paying job did Lucky have?

 

 

3.  Describe Lucky’s home.

 

 

4.  Describe the circumstances of how Brigitte ended up as Lucky’s guardian.

 

 

5.  Lucky thought that Brigitte’s mother was working on a sinister plan. What was the goal of this plan?

 

 

6.  What made Brigitte cry?
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	Imagine you are Lucky living in a small desert town. Make an entry in your journal describing how you feel about living in the desert with Brigitte as your guardian.
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Chapters Three - Four

1.  Do you think it is a good idea for a parent to pressure their child to choose a particular career when they grow up? Why or why not?

 

 

2.  Do you have a hobby or a special interest? What is it? Why do you find this activity interesting?
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With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.









	 1 
	envision
	 
	proteins



	 2 
	alert
	 
	tiny blood vessel



	 3 
	guardian
	 
	in small pieces



	 4 
	creosote
	 
	to give



	 5 
	sage
	 
	a knotting tool



	 6 
	compliment
	 
	an expression of praise



	 7 
	equipped
	 
	to picture



	 8 
	capillary
	 
	to furnish or provide



	 9 
	minutely
	 
	a liquid which preserves wood



	 10 
	fid
	 
	fully aware



	 11 
	enzymes
	 
	protector



	 12 
	contribute
	 
	an herb
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Chapters Three - Four


1.  Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.










	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Lucky’s mother was killed when her foot touched a downed power line.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Lucky’s mother had been an artist.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Lucky had been four years old when her mother died.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	This novel is set in the state of California.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Lincoln’s mother wanted him to be a famous explorer when he grew up.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Lincoln thought the idea of Lucky putting mineral oil on her eyebrows was stupid.






2.  Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.
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	 a)
	Lucky’s dad marries Lucille, Lucky’s mom.
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	 b)
	Lucille is killed.
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	 c)
	Lucky’s dad marries Brigitte.
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	 d)
	Lucky’s dad sends for Brigitte.
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	 e)
	Lucky is born.
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	 f)
	Lucille divorces Lucky’s dad.
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Chapters Three - Four

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  How does Lucky describe the French language?

 

 

2.  What kind of a man does Lucky’s father seem to be?

 

 

3.  What change did Lincoln make to the sign? In your opinion, was this an improvement?

 

 

4.  Describe Lincoln’s obsession.

 

 

5.  How do you think Lucky felt toward Lincoln? Please defend your answer with proof.

 

 

6.  What did Lucky find different about Lincoln’s dad?
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	In these two chapters we are introduced to another character – Lincoln. We know that Lincoln has quite an unusual hobby, that his mother has high expectations of him, and that he is quite smart. Imagine you are Lincoln and write a journal entry at the end of the day described in these chapters. Remember, you may wish to include an aspect of one of the elements mentioned above.
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Chapters Five - Six

1.  What would be difficult about moving to the United States from France? [Try to think of three things.]

 

 

2.  Check your school or town library to see if they have a copy of the picture book, Are You My Mother? If you find a copy, read it and write a brief impression of the book.

 

 

[image: ]

Complete each sentence with a word from the list.











	ridiculous
	banquette
	surplus
	customs
	disability



	orphaned
	inventory
	grimy
	filly
	gesture






1.  The storeowner took a regular   of everything he had in stock.

2.  Miles wiped his   fingers on his pants.

3.  She only gave us the candy because she happened to have a   at the time.

4.  I can’t believe that Mr. Turner made a rude   at us.

5.  Toby tried to throw the saddle onto the back of the young  .

6.  The way she gets around, you would never know she has a  .

7.  It is certainly   the way she favors her youngest daughter.

8.  Brigitte discovered that Americans have some peculiar  .

9.  The puppy was   when his mother was struck by a car.

10. Lucky squeezed over and made room for Lincoln on the  .
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Chapters Five - Six








	1.	a)
	A cotton ball dabbed with   polish remover will kill an insect.



	 
	b)
	The U.S. Government Surplus food was picked up at the  ’s house.



	 
	c)
	Miles was   years old.



	 
	d)
	 had already given Miles some banana nut bread that morning.



	 
	e)
	Miles’ book was called “Are You My   ?”







2.  Use the words in the box to answer each question.











	foolish
	bad
	jewelry
	widow
	burro













	 
	a)
	Lucky told Miles that she would tell him a story which involved Chesterfield the  .



	 
	b)
	Dot had a Beauty Salon and she sold homemade  .



	 
	c)
	Miles had been told that the nearby caves were home to black   spiders.



	 
	d)
	Brigitte described Lucky’s father as a very  man.



	 
	e)
	Brigitte felt that when she arrived from France she spoke   English.
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Chapters Five - Six

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  What idea did Miles give Lucky regarding something else she might include in her survival kit?

 

 

2.  How did one qualify for free Government food in Hard Pan?

 

 

3.  Why didn’t Brigitte qualify as Lucky’s stepmother?

 

 

4.  Investigate: In Lucky’s story to Miles she mentioned “a whole flock of chukars”. Research this interesting bird on the internet or at your school library and discover three interesting facts about the chukar.

 

 

5.  Describe Brigitte’s first impression of America.

 

 

6.  What does the last sentence of Chapter 6 tell the reader about what is worrying Lucky?
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	Imagine you are Brigitte shortly after her arrival in Hard Pan. What must her journal entry have looked like at the end of her first day there? Create such an entry on Brigitte’s behalf. (Don’t forget to write as Brigitte would – with a French accent!)
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Chapters Seven - Eight

1.  What are a couple of creatures from nature that people are often terrified of? Why do you think this is the case?
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Word List

adjusts
aluminum
apart
Brigitte
California
Captain
Dot
dueled
enough
extreme
France
hard
heroic
insult
Lucky
Miles
needed
Pan
rain
roast
scissors
scream
short
specimen
thrift
trace
wasp
yes


	

[image: ]









	   Across    

2.  An instrument used for cutting

5.  The novel’s main character

8.  Utmost or exceedingly great

10. Difficult

12. His favorite book is “Are You My Mother?”

13. Lucky’s guardian

14. Paris is the capital of this country

17. Required; wanted

19. An adequate quantity or number

22. To speak to someone rudely

24. Not together

25. Not tall

26. Precipitation

27. The town of Hard ___

28. He sorted mail in Lucky’s community

	  Down  

1.  A metal

3.  A sample

4.  To bake uncovered in the oven

6.  A state in the USA

7.  Opposite of “no”

9.  She disappeared without a ___.

11. The two soldiers ___ with swords

15. Changes to match or fit

16. Ability to save and use one’s resources wisely

18. She lived in Hard Pan

20. Someone who is very brave

21. A stinging insect

23. To yell
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Chapters Seven - Eight

1.  Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

Lucky thought that if Brigitte realized that Lucky would one day be a world-famous scientist like Charles [image: ], she would not want to go back to [image: ]. She decided her first step would be to get lots of people to visit the Found Object Wind Chime [image: ] and Visitor [image: ]. Lucky thought the museum needed more bugs or [image: ]. She thought it would also be a good idea for [image: ] to talk French to all the new visitors they would have from [image: ].

People in Hard Pan liked to get the latest news at the [image: ] where [image: ] distributed the mail. While Brigitte was out, Lucky decided to work on her [image: ]. She knew that the wasps generally didn’t hurt people, all they wanted was a nice, fat [image: ]. Tarantulas are easy to find in the fall when they walk across the main [image: ]. She thought she would have to ask [image: ] for more information on the tarantulas. When stung by the wasp, the tarantula isn’t dead, just [image: ]. When the flying wasp’s egg hatches it isn’t a wasp yet, but only a [image: ].









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seven - Eight

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  Why didn’t Lucky want her description of the Tarantula Hawk Wasp read to children?

 

 

2.  Where did the tarantula hawk wasp plant its eggs?

 

 

3.  What was hurtful to Lucky about the monthly contact that her father had with them?

 

 

4.  What were the two reasons Lincoln and Lucky had for meeting at Short Sammy’s?

 

 

5.  How did Lucky get the snake out of the dryer? What alternative method did Lincoln suggest?

 

 

6.  Chapter 8 ends on a very disturbing note for Lucky. What is she very worried about at this time?
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	Imagine you are Lucky. You have had the rest of the day to consider further improvements you might make to the local museum to attract visitors. Come up with a couple more creative ideas in this regard. You may need to do some brainstorming with a classmate or two to help generate some ideas.
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Chapters Nine - Ten

1.  If your best friend had to move away, what would you like that person to give to you as a memento – something to help you remember how special that person was to you?

 

 

2.  Some people choose to be cremated after they die. What do you think about the tradition of scattering a cremated person’s ashes to the wind?

 

 

[image: ]

Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.











	1.  
	The smell of bacon cooking is sure to activate anyone’s taste buds.



	 
	a) arouse
	b) cook
	c) terminate
	d) harden



	2. 
	It seems that the governor’s speech impressed my sister a great deal.



	 
	a) saddened
	b) influenced
	c) enraged
	d) instructed



	3. 
	The urn looked most impressive when placed on the mantle.



	 
	a) picture
	b) mandolin
	c) vase
	d) carving



	4. 
	There was a great gouge in the sand at his feet.



	 
	a) salamander
	b) hill
	c) plant
	d) groove



	5. 
	The insect was very brittle.



	 
	a) noisy
	b) dangerous
	c) fragile
	d) determined



	6. 
	Dot is a hard person to convince.



	 
	a) humor
	b) persuade
	c) excite
	d) anger



	7. 
	Lincoln belonged to the International Guild of Knot Tyers.



	 
	a) association
	b) industry
	c) birth
	d) restaurant
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Chapters Nine - Ten










	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	Short Sammy lived in what used to be a:



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	water tank



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	trailer



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	schoolhouse



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	fort



	 
	b)
	Sammy was only worried that this might be stolen:



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	his picture of Buffalo Bill



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	his old guitar



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	his cowboy boots



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	his cast-iron frying pan



	 
	c)
	The only picture on Sammy’s wall was of his:



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	parents



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	former wife



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	dog



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	sister, Bertha



	 
	d)
	What did Sammy love to listen to on the radio?



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	traffic reports



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	sports



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	news



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	weather reports



	 
	e)
	What did Sammy use to eat on instead of a plate?



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	a porridge bowl



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	a small empty bag of Fritos



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	a carved-out cactus



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	an old pot
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Chapters Nine - Ten

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  When Lucky and Lincoln visited Sammy what was he experimenting with?

 

 

2.  What did Sammy say that red racers were good for?

 

 

3.  What prevented Lucky from throwing her mother’s remains to the wind?

 

 

4.  What did Lincoln give Lucky that really impressed her?

 

 

5.  What did she realize about Lincoln at this point?

 

 

6.  What surprising piece of new information did Lincoln tell Lucky about her father?
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	Lucky’s conversation with Lincoln turns out to be quite revealing for more than one reason. What might Lucky’s journal entry have looked like at the end of this encounter? Write an entry for her expressing Lucky’s innermost thoughts.
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Chapters Eleven - Thirteen

1.  Lucky talks a lot about finding her “higher power” in this novel. What do you think she means by this?

 

 

2.  Why do you think it is important for Lucky to find her higher power?

 

 

[image: ]

Choose a word from the list to complete each definition.










	frustrated
	abandoned
	mournful
	administration



	mucus
	essential
	horrifying
	dignified



	tradition
	churn
	 
	 






1.  Something which is really scary is  .

2.  A   can be handed down from generation to generation.

3.  When your stomach is upset it will often  .

4.  An item that is absolutely necessary is  .

5.  If you are filled with disappointment you are probably feeling  .

6.  Something or someone who has been left behind has been  .

7.    is another word for sad or grief.

8.    is a moisture produced by the glands of one’s nasal passages.

9.    is the management of an office or place of business.

10. A person who acts in a   manner is said to be noble or proper.
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Chapters Eleven - Thirteen


1.  Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.










	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Lucky got the day off on Saturday.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	As Lucky eavesdropped on the reading from Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions, she listened for information on how to find your higher power.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	The two people Lucky listened to at the Smokers Anonymous meeting were Short Sammy and Dot.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Brigitte didn’t particularly think parsley was essential at meals, but Lucky insisted that she sprinkle it on just about everything they ate.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Finding Brigitte’s passport made Lucky realize that Brigitte was returning to France.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Lucky also realized that her survival kit couldn’t protect her from all the bad things in the world.






2.  Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in the chapters.










	 
	[image: ]
	 
	 a)
	Brigitte works on her lesson and doesn’t want Lucky to interrupt her.



	 
	[image: ]
	 
	 b)
	Brigitte goes to Dot’s to borrow her pliers.



	 
	[image: ]
	 
	 c)
	Lucky eavesdrops at the Smokers Anonymous meeting.



	 
	[image: ]
	 
	 d)
	Lucky goes to bed and pretends she is asleep when Brigitte comes in to say good night.



	 
	[image: ]
	 
	 e)
	Lucky breaks the parsley grinder.



	 
	[image: ]
	 
	 f)
	Lucky snoops in Brigitte’s suitcase and finds her passport.
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Chapters Eleven - Thirteen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  What startling piece of information did Lucky learn when she eavesdropped at the Smokers Anonymous meeting?

 

 

2.  After discovering Brigitte’s passport in her suitcase Lucky finally realized when people found their Higher Power. According to Lucky, when did this usually happen?

 

 

3.  What idea did Lucky come up with at the end of Chapter 12 so that she might take control of her life?

 

 

4.  Why do you think Brigitte doesn’t want Lucky to see what she is studying on the computer?

 

 

5.  What course is Brigitte studying online?

 

 

6.  Why did Lucky pretend she was asleep when Brigitte finally came in to say good night?
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	Lucky is very discouraged about her situation at the end of this section. How might her journal entry have looked at the end of this day?
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Chapters Fourteen - Sixteen

1.  Have you (or a friend) ever considered running away from home? What might be someone’s reason for running away from home?

 

 

2.  What bad results might come from running away from home?

 

 




[image: ]

Circle the correct word that matches the meaning of the underlined word.










	1.  
	She had the sudden whim to take a walk in the desert.



	 
	a) plan
	b) notion
	c) destiny
	d) tendency



	2. 
	It was difficult to concentrate on the bus.



	 
	a) think
	b) talk
	c) whisper
	d) walk



	3. 
	One thing about my aunt – her mood was always constant.



	 
	a) cranky
	b) real
	c) generous
	d) unchanging



	4. 
	I don’t think my mother will even consider the idea.



	 
	a) repeat
	b) shuffle
	c) contemplate
	d) imagine



	5. 
	I doubt if I could live in the habitat of a sidewinder.



	 
	a) environment
	b) house
	c) lily pad
	d) habits



	6. 
	Lucky lived in an outlying area.



	 
	a) desert
	b) built-up
	c) suburban
	d) remote
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Chapters Fourteen - Sixteen








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.



	 
	a)
	The bus driver’s name was  .



	 
	b)
	A stretch of the highway had been “adopted” by Sammy  .



	 
	c)
	After hearing the story of Charles Darwin, Lucky realized that she blended perfectly with the   outside.



	 
	d)
	Ms. Baum-Izzart, the school  , announced that all children living in outlying areas would be leaving for home early.



	 
	e)
	Just before she ran away Lucky received telephone calls from Mrs. Pender and  .



	 
	f)
	Lucky spread Brigitte’s   on her hands, arms, face, and neck.







2.  Use the words in the box to answer each question.












	dugouts
	toothbrush
	mint
	tree
	passport
	beetle













	 
	a)
	Lucky told Miles a story about the Joshua  .



	 
	b)
	Charles Darwin once put a   into his mouth.



	 
	c)
	Lucky told Miles that Chesterfield and her baby would probably go to the   during the storm.



	 
	d)
	Lucky packed a brand new   in her backpack.



	 
	e)
	She also packed empty   boxes for collecting specimens.



	 
	f)
	Lucky considered stealing Brigitte’s  .
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Chapters Fourteen - Sixteen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  What did Lucky consider to be the First Sign that she should run away?

 

 

2.  What did Lucky consider to be the Second Sign that she should run away?

 

 

3.  What did Lucky consider to be the Third Sign that she should run away?

 

 

4.  What kept Lucky from sharing her secret with Lincoln?

 

 

5.  What cruel thing did Lucky tell Miles? Why did she tell him this?

 

 

6.  What did Lucky decide to wear when she ran away? Why do you think she wore this?
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	Although Miles is still too young to keep a journal, make an imaginary entry for him describing how he felt after his encounter with Lucky when she was so mean to him.
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Chapters Seventeen - Eighteen

1.  What do you think the worst part of being lost would be? Why?

 

 

 

2.  If you were hiking across a stretch of desert, what three important things would you make sure you had with you for the trip?

 

 

 




[image: ]

Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure that the meaning of each word is clear in your sentence.







	reasoned
	 










	discouraged
	 










	project
	 










	exposed
	 










	concentrating
	 










	plucked
	 










	professionally
	 










	complicated
	 










	spectacular
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Chapters Seventeen - Eighteen

1.  Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

Lucky was arguing with herself about running away. She had made all her plans and packed all the [image: ]. She thought it would all be [image: ] if she gave up now. She thought that maybe she should help to find [image: ], but he was probably hiding under [image: ]’s back porch. She soaked a [image: ] and draped it over her head. It was way noisier [image: ]. The [image: ] creaked and rocked on their blocks. Lucky headed toward the open [image: ]. She then crossed the invisible boundary into the Bureau of Land [image: ] land. Uprooted plants and old [image: ] whipped past her. After about twenty minutes Lucky needed to [image: ]. After falling something from her backpack mashed into her spine and she felt [image: ]. Lucky used the “One [image: ] at a Time” idea by putting one [image: ] in front of the other without thinking. But the [image: ] was a terribly strong enemy. She saw most of a [image: ] machine hurtle past her as well as a sheet and a [image: ].




2.  Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:







	







	a)
	Lucky was heading toward the:



	 
	 
	A
	dugouts



	 
	 
	B
	Serpent Mounds



	 
	 
	C
	Lake Tahoe



	 
	 
	D
	Cypress Caves



	






	b)
	In a moment of panic Lucky thought she:



	 
	A
	couldn’t breathe



	 
	B
	heard a truck motor



	 
	C
	saw a large tarantula



	 
	D
	was lost





	







	c)
	Leaving her backpack she went to find:



	 
	 
	A
	water



	 
	 
	B
	Miles



	 
	 
	C
	HMS Beagle



	 
	 
	D
	Hard Pan



	






	d)
	Lucky found Miles under:



	 
	A
	a large sand dune



	 
	B
	an old tablecloth



	 
	C
	HMS Beagle



	 
	D
	an abandoned car
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Chapters Seventeen - Eighteen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  Why didn’t Lucky help to find Miles at the beginning of Chapter 17? How did you feel about her decision?

 

 

2.  Before Miles knew that Lucky had found him, what was Lucky considering doing? What helped her to make her decision?

 

 

3.  Why was Miles unable to walk?

 

 

4.  Why did Lucky consider it better to be colorless rather than pretty?

 

 

5.  Describe how Lucky removed the cholla burr.

 

 

6.  How did Miles happen to get lost?
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	These two chapters tell the story of how Lucky and Miles came to be caught in a terrible dust storm. How must have Miles’ grandmother and Brigitte been feeling during this time? Choose either Brigitte or Mrs. Prender and write a journal entry describing her feelings at this point in the story. Be sure to include what they must imagine has happened to Lucky and Miles.
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Chapters Nineteen - Twenty

1.  If you were the people of Hard Pan, what steps would you take to try to find the missing children?

 

 

 

2.  What might be dangerous about waiting out the storm in the dugouts?

 

 

 



[image: ]

In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word which does not belong. Then write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.










	1.  
	a) adaptable
	b) adjustable
	c) flexible
	d) distracted



	 
	 



	2. 
	a) jumble
	b) mixture
	c) procedure
	d) conglomeration



	 
	 



	3. 
	a) solitude
	b) keen
	c) ardent
	d) enthusiastic



	 
	 



	4. 
	a) response
	b) reaction
	c) reply
	d) request



	 
	 



	5. 
	a) complain
	b) grasp
	c) grouch
	d) whine
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Chapters Nineteen - Twenty










	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	What bird makes the where-are-you call?



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	chickadee



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	turkey buzzard



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	quail



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	mourning dove



	 
	b)
	Lucky was serving hard-boiled eggs, but Miles preferred:



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	scrambled eggs



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	fried eggs



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	omelets



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	bacon and eggs



	 
	c)
	What was Lucky saving for an emergency?



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	a map of the area



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	the Gatorade



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	a clever card trick



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Fig Newtons



	 
	d)
	Lucky felt that the dugout smelled of:



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	tarantulas



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	ancient earth



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	old moss and rotting plants



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	lilacs in the springtime



	 
	e)
	Lucky describes a black widow’s web as:



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	glistening in the evening light



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	like Charlotte’s beautiful flat web



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	sticky and messy-looking



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	a wonderful work of wonder
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Chapters Nineteen - Twenty

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  Describe the innovative way in which Lucky opened the can of beans.

 

 

2.  How does Chapter 19 end as a “cliffhanger”?

 

 

3.  What were the two main reasons Lucky had for including mineral oil in her survival kit?

 

 

4.  What thought eased Lucky’s panic as she tried to kill the bug in her ear?

 

 

5.  Why do you think Miles wanted to leave at this point in the story? How did Lucky get him to stay?

 

 

6.  Why do you think Lincoln was the first person from Hard Pan to find Lucky and Miles?
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	Imagine you are Lincoln during the adventures described in the last few chapters. Your two friends are missing, but you slowly come to realize where you think they might be. Create a journal entry for Lincoln describing his thoughts and how he came to the realization that Lucky and Miles must be in the dugouts. Be sure to also describe how he was feeling about his missing friends.
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Chapters Twenty-One - Twenty-Three

1.  What is meant by the climax of a story? When does it usually occur in a novel?

 

 

 

2.  Predict what you think might happen in these final chapters.

 

 

 

[image: ]

Choose a word from the list that means the same as the underlined word.











	hauled
	kidnapped
	languid
	attractive
	clasped



	afterthought
	emerged
	legally
	independence
	reservoir






1.  Lucky’s dress was very pretty.  

2.  The wealthy landowner’s children were stolen from him.  

3.  She gripped the urn like she thought someone was going to steal it from her.  

4.  The addition of the garage was a reconsideration of the original plans.  

5.  It was a very lazy summer day.  

6.  Canada was granted its autonomy in 1867.  

7.  There was a vast store of water for the people of the village.  

8.  She was lawfully adopted according to the laws of the state of California.  

9.  He rose from the waters of Loch Ness and frightened the poor people of the nearby village.  

10. They pulled the heavy trailer with his uncle’s truck.  
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Chapters Twenty-One - Twenty-Three


1.  Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.










	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Mrs. Prender thought Lucky and Miles would be at the dugouts because Lucky was always going there to look for rock samples.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	When the people from town arrived, Lincoln suggested they hide.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Brigitte was too upset to come looking for Lucky and remained back in the trailer.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	The papers in the suitcase were to take to a judge in Independence.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Brigitte received a loan from Lucky’s father to help her start the restaurant.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Brigitte opened her restaurant in a suburb of Los Angeles and did exceptionally well.






2.  Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.










	 
	[image: ]
	 
	 a)
	Lucky thanks everyone for coming to the memorial service for her mother.



	 
	[image: ]
	 
	 b)
	Short Sammy leads everyone in “Amazing Grace”.



	 
	[image: ]
	 
	 c)
	Lucky flings her mother’s ashes up into the air and they are carried away by the wind.



	 
	[image: ]
	 
	 d)
	Lincoln tells Lucky that the others from town should be along soon.



	 
	[image: ]
	 
	 e)
	Lucky wonders if the townfolk will think she kidnapped Miles and will send her to a special school in L.A.



	 
	[image: ]
	 
	 f)
	The people from town arrive at the dugouts.












	[image: ]
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Chapters Twenty-One - Twenty-Three

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  Why do you think Lucky was able to get away with holding the memorial service for her mother and not get into trouble?

 

 

2.  Why do you think the author chooses the title “by and by” for the last chapter? What might be an alternate title?

 

 

3.  Why do you think Lucky plugged up the hole in the wall of the Found Object Wind Chime Museum and Visitor Center?

 

 

4.  What was your favorite scene from the novel? Why did you choose this particular scene?

 

 

5.  Where do you think the climax of The Higher Power of Lucky occurs? Defend your answer.

 

 

6.  Who was your favorite character in the novel? Why?

 

 








	[image: ]




	What did you think of the novel’s concluding scene? Was it realistic and satisfying? Compose a final journal entry giving your impression of this conclusion.
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Chapters 1 - 4


Anagrams

An anagram is a word that is formed by changing the order of the letters of another word. For example, the letters in the word SEND can also form the word ENDS. Follow these directions to form the anagrams: a) read the clue in the right-hand column. b) Using the word in the left-hand column move the letters around in any order, but you must use all the letters. Each of the words in the left-hand column are found in the first four chapters of The Higher Power of Lucky








	Word
	Anagram
	Clue



	STEP
	 
	Someone who bugs other people.



	HEAT
	 
	To really dislike someone.



	ARMS
	 
	A planet.



	SWEAT
	 
	Something thrown in the garbage.



	DEAL
	 
	To guide someone somewhere.



	KITCHEN
	 
	To become denser.
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Chapters 5 - 8


AN ACROSTIC POEM:

In an Acrostic poem, the first letters of each line are aligned vertically to form a word. The word often is the subject of the poem.


An example is:

Lonely girl

Unloved by her father

Called “Lucky” by her friends

Knows a lot about bugs

Yells at Miles sometimes.


Now try your hand at writing an acrostic poem using the events of Chapters 5-8 for inspiration. Some suggestions for topics: Miles, Brigitte, Fig Newton, France, tarantula, wasp, museum.
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Chapters 9 - 13


A Comic Strip

This activity is especially for students with an artistic flair or who love comic books! It can be done for events included in Chapters 9 – 13, or from Chapters 1 to 13. The first step is to decide on the length of your comic strip (6 to 12 frames is suggested); next consider what events you will include. You may wish to highlight a brief incident (i.e. Lucky getting rid of the snake in the dryer), or encompass the highlights of the novel to this point. You may even want to provide an alternate ending to your scene!

A quick sketch of the comic strip can first be accomplished in a storyboard format before a final, good copy is attempted. The strip should include a title, dialog, and color. It should be neat and imaginative.
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Chapters 14 - 16


Dear Dad

It must have been upsetting for Lucky to grow up with such a father. Her dad sends regular checks to Brigitte to help support Lucky, but never writes to her or visits. It must have been very lonely at times for Lucky, and she must have wondered if her dad loved her.

Imagine you are Lucky. Write a letter to your father expressing your concerns and feelings. Describe why you feel as you do and how his behavior is very selfish.

You might tell him about some of your interests and about how things are going at school and with Brigitte. You might also mention that you are afraid that Brigitte is considering returning to France.

Your letter should be at least a half page in length.











	
	[image: ]




Chapters 17 - 20

The Interview (To be done in pairs.)

This is your opportunity to increase your knowledge about one of the following topics mentioned in The Higher Power of Lucky. Pair up with another student studying this novel. Each of you will select a topic from the novel to investigate. Topics might include: deserts, tarantula hawk wasps, tarantulas, burros, California, desert snakes, knots, France, dust storms, black widow spiders – or a relevant theme of your choice.

Investigate the theme of your choice, preparing a list of key facts (6-8). You will also be responsible for preparing several questions (3-4) on the theme chosen by your partner.

When your investigation and preparation are complete you will interview each other, so that each of you can learn more about these two topics.
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Chapters 21 - 23


Worth Posting!

Your assignment is to write a brief review of The Higher Power of Lucky for posting on a website. This is an opportunity to share your opinion of the novel with other young people who are deciding whether to read the book or not.

Your review should be at least two paragraphs in length. One paragraph should briefly describe the plot (without giving away the ending). The second paragraph should give your impression of the novel. It may be helpful to mention in your review how the book might be a good read for young people who are living with one parent or in a foster home.

When writing your impression, try to include one favorable comment and one suggestion as to how the novel might be improved.











	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Word Search Puzzle

Find the 15 words from the Word Box in the Word Search Puzzle. The words are in a straight line, but can be forwards, backwards, or even diagonal.











	ABANDONED
	ANONYMOUS
	DECIPHER
	GUARDIAN
	MOURNFUL



	ACTIVATE
	CONSTANT
	DISLODGE
	HABITAT
	SWEATBAND



	ADAPTED
	CREVICE
	ENZYMES
	JUMBLE
	URN
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	Comprehension Quiz

	[image: ]



	Answer the questions in a complete sentences.



	1.
	What was the main reason for Lucky eavesdropping on the meetings held at the museum??
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Describe what happened to Lucky’s mother.
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	How did Brigitte come into Lucky’s life?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What change did Lincoln make to the warning sign?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What was Lincoln’s obsession?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Describe the following homes: a) Lucky’s b) Short Sammy’s.
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	7.
	Describe how Lucky got rid of the snake in the dryer.
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:  /14
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Comprehension Quiz








	8.
	What secret did Lucky discover about Miles’ mother?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	9.
	What online course was Brigitte taking?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	10.
	What was Lucky’s biggest fear?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	11.
	Why did Lucky decide to run away?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	12.
	How did Lucky treat Miles cruelly?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	13.
	Describe how Lucky avoided getting into trouble for running away.
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	14.
	How were Lucky’s fears about Brigitte resolved at the conclusion of the novel?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:  /14












	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. anonymous

2. crevice

3. posture

4. inventory

5. complicated

6. moral

7. resign

8. anxious

9. mangled

10. aspect


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  B

b)  [image: ]  C

c)  [image: ]  B

d)  [image: ]  D

e)  [image: ]  C


	
   1.   

When his wife left him because of his drinking, and took his dog.

   2.   

She cleaned up around the outside of the museum.

   3.   

It was three trailers soldered together to form a half circle.

   4.   

Lucky’s mother had been electrocuted. Her father then sent for Brigitte, his first wife, who lived in France, to look after Lucky for awhile.

   5.   

To get Brigitte back to France.

   6.   

Little packages that Brigitte’s mother sent from France.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. to picture

2. fully aware

3. protector

4. a liquid which preserves wood

5. an herb

6. an expression of praise

7. to furnish or provide

8. tiny blood vessel

9. in small pieces

10.a knotting tool

11.proteins

12.to give


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    T 

c)    F 

d)    T 

e)    F 

f)    F 

   2.   

a) 2

b) 5

c) 1

d) 6

e) 3

f) 4


	
[image: ]

   1.   

A jumpy language full of sounds that you have to gargle in the back of your throat.

   2.   

Answers will vary. He seems inconsiderate and flaky.

   3.   

He placed a colon after the word “slow”. Answers will vary.

   4.   

He was obsessed with knots.

   5.   

Answers will vary. She liked him (Quotes from last paragraph in chapter.)

   6.   

He was older and retired. His hobby was collecting pieces of barbed wire.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. inventory

2. grimy

3. surplus

4. gesture

5. filly

6. disability

7. ridiculous

8. customs

9. orphaned

10. banquett


	
   1.   

a) nail

b) Captain

c) five

d) Dot

e) Mother

   2.   

a) burro

b) jewelry

c) widow

d) foolish

e) bad


	
   1.   

A map.



   2.   

By only having a small amount of money.



   3.   

Brigitte had been married to Lucky’s father in the past – before Lucky was born.



   4.   

Answers will vary. i.e a game bird of the pheasant family; originally from Asia; lives in dry, open country; eats seeds and insects.



   5.   

Answers will vary. She found it confusing and frightening.



   6.   

She is worried that Brigitte will return to France.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Across

2. scissors
5. Lucky
8. extreme
10. Hard
12. Miles
13. Brigitte
14. France
17. needed
19. enough
22. insult
24. apart
25. Short
26. rain
27. Pan
29. Captain

Down

1. aluminum
3. specimen
4. roast
6. California
7. yes
9. trace
11. dueled
15. adjusts
16. thrift
18. Dot
20. heroic
21. wasp
23. scream


	
   1.   

a. Darwin

b. France

c. Museum

d. Center

e. birds

f. Brigitte

g. France

h. post office

i. Captain

j. specimens

k. tarantula

l. road

m. Short Sammy

n. paralyzed

o. grub


	
   1.   

Too graphic.

   2.   

Inside the body of the tarantula.

   3.   

He sent a check, never a letter.

   4.   

They liked to see Sammy cooking – and he liked company

   5.   

She banged on the dryer. Turn the dryer on.

   6.   

Brigitte returning to France.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. a)

2. b)

3. c)

4. d)

5. c)

6. b)

7. a)


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  A

b)  [image: ]  D

c)  [image: ]  C

d)  [image: ]  A

e)  [image: ]  B


	
   1.   

The Government Surplus cheese.

   2.   

Getting rid of rattlers and side-winders.

   3.   

Answers will vary. She wanted to be near her mother’s remains.

   4.   

A ten-strand round knot.

   5.   

That he really was an artist.

   6.   

That he attended her mother’s funeral.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. horrifying

2. tradition

3. churn

4. essential

5. frustrated

6. abandoned

7. mournful

8. mucus

9. administration

10. dignified


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    T 

c)    F 

d)    F 

e)    T 

f)    T 

   2.   

a) 5

b) 3

c) 1

d) 6

e) 2

f) 4

	
[image: ]

   1.   

Miles’ mother was in jail.

   2.   

When the person hit rock bottom.

   3.   

She would run away from home.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

Restaurant Management

   6.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. she was feeling sorry for herself.)
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. b)

2. a)

3. d)

4. c)

5. a)

6. d)


	
   1.   

a) Sandi

b) Desoto

c) environment

d) principal

e) Lincoln

f) sunscreen

   2.   

a) tree

b) beetle

c) dugouts

d) toothbrush

e) mint

f) passport


	
   1.   

The way she and Lincoln understood what the other was thinking on the bus.

   2.   

The way that Lucky was perfectly adapted to her environment.

   3.   

When they were sent home from school early.

   4.   

His knowing might wreck everything (i.e. he might tell on her).

   5.   

That his mother was in jail, answers will vary.

   6.   

Brigitte’s red silk dress. Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

a) supplies
b) wasted
c) Miles  d) Dot
e) dishtowe
f) outside  g) trailers
h) desert
i) Management
j) junk
k) pee
l) discouraged
m) day  n) foot
o) wind
p) washing
q) pillowcase

   2.   

a)  [image: ]  A   b)  [image: ]  D

c)  [image: ]  C   d)  [image: ]  B


	
   1.   

She didn’t want to be distracted from running away. Answers will vary.

   2.   

She was considering abandoning Miles. HMS Beagle’s concern.

   3.   

He had a cholla burr in his foot.

   4.   

She considered herself highly adapted to her habitat.

   5.   

With a piece of the parsley grinder.

   6.   

He was looking for Chesterfield the burro.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Reasons will vary.

1. d)

2. c)

3. a)

4. d)

5. b)


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  C

b)  [image: ]  A

c)  [image: ]  D

d)  [image: ]  B

e)  [image: ]  C


	
   1.   

She opened it with an old screwdriver she found.

   2.   

Something had crawled into Lucky’s ear and was biting her. The reader wonders if it is poisonous.

   3.   

Glistening her eyebrows; to drown bugs.

   4.   

The bug would eventually drown.

   5.   

Answers will vary (i.e. he was scared of Lucky dying). She asks him to read his book to her.

   6.   

He knew Lucky well enough to know where she would go.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. attractive

2. kidnapped

3. clasped

4. afterthought

5. languid

6. independence

7. reservoir

8. legally

9. emerged

10. hauled


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    T 

c)    F 

d)    T 

e)    T 

f)    F 

   2.   

a) 4

b) 5

c) 6

d) 1

e) 3

f) 2


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. The people were relieved that she was safe.)

   2.   

Answers will vary.

   3.   

Answers will vary.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. When Lucky is found safe; when Brigitte reveals she is staying and opening a restaurant in Hard Pan.)

   6.   

Answers will vary.
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Word Search Puzzle


[image: ]




	
   1.   

She was interested in knowing about how to attain one’s “higher power”.

   2.   

She was electrocuted by a fallen wire.

   3.   

She was Lucky’s father’s first wife. He sent for her to come from France to look after Lucky for awhile.

   4.   

He put a colon after Slow – in Slow Children at Play.

   5.   

Knots.

   6.   

a) three trailers soldered together in a half-circle. b) an abandoned metal water tank.

   7.   

She banged on the dryer until it left.


	
   8.   

She was in jail.

   9.   

Restaurant Managemen

   10.   

That Brigitte would go back to France.

   11.   

To prevent Brigitte from returning to France.

   12.   

She told him about his mother being in jail.

   13.   

She pretended she had gone to the dugouts to disperse her mother’s ashes.

   14.   

Brigitte was staying in Hard Pan and opening a restaurant.
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