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Kira-Kira









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	• Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	• Demonstrates a basic understanding of the novel

	• Demonstrates a good understanding of the novel

	• Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	Content

• information and details relevant to focus


	• Elements incomplete; key details missing

	• Some elements complete; details missing

	• All required elements completed; key details contain some description

	• All required elements completed; enough description for clarity




	Style

• effective word choice and originality

• precise language


	• Little variety in word choice.

• Language vague and imprecise


	• Some variety in word choice.

• Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	• Good variety in word choice.

• Language precise and quite descriptive

	• Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language.




	Conventions

• spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation


	• Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	• Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	• Some errors in convention

	• Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

This study guide is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. The guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of this novel is that the student can work at his/her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities that match the student’s abilities.

The study guide generally divides the novel by chapters and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include coming of age, family/parental relationships, peer pressure, role models, societal prejudice, illness and death, and the acceptance of responsibilities. Kira-Kira provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion because of its vivid portrayal of family life in the Takeshima household.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of our resource. For each chapter or group of chapters there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

Our resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with our Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in our Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of Kira-Kira. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES
The Different Perspectives Chart is a useful tool to help open the minds of students as to how a particular incident in a novel(or in life itself) is viewed differently by those who witness the event. The assignment asks the students first of all to identify an incident from Kira-Kira which was witnessed by several characters, or in which several characters participated. (An example is given, but it is suggested that teachers ask each student to choose their own incident.) The students are then required to identify the participants; describe the thoughts and/or feelings of each participant; discuss the impact that the incident had on each participant. Finally they are required to reflect on the experience of each character from their own unique point of view. Found on Page 53.











	FLOW CHART
Kira-Kira is peopled with an array of fascinating characters and includes many exciting incidents. In this activity the students again are asked to select an incident which appealed to them in the reading. This event is featured in the word box at the top entitled, Topic. A preliminary activity might entail brainstorming a list of exciting events from Kira-Kira that the students can choose from. In the four text boxes beneath the Topic students then list the main events of the incident in the order they happened, providing enough detail to make each event an interesting read.
Found on Page 54.
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	WORD WEB
Either as a whole group or in small groups, the class begins by brainstorming topics of interest from the novel (i.e. Japan, Georgia, chickens, camping, President Eisenhower, the 1950’s, etc.). The chosen topic is then placed in the circle at the center of the page. Secondary topics are then placed in the circles connected to the Topic Circle. Finally subtopics of these secondary topics are placed in the circles farthest from the Topic Circle completing the Word Web. Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analysing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest, creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the play. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular scenes

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets. One has been designed as an alternative to the traditional book report.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow, and finally in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

Kira-Kira (Japanese for sparkling) is the Newbery Medal winning story of a Japanese-American family, set in Georgia during the 1950’s and 1960’s. The story features Katie, her older sister, Lynn and their younger brother, Sammy. Katie’s parents work in the poultry industry and are determined to earn enough money to purchase a house. The story is a coming-of-age tale of one family’s difficulties in adapting to a post-World War II society that is reluctant to welcome a Japanese family into their midst and looks down their collective nose at the those laboring in Georgia’s hatcheries and poultry plants.

Katie, however, receives an abundance of positive support from her parents and older sister, and grows into a selfassured young lady, yet still one who does not excel at her schoolwork.

When Lynn grows increasingly ill, Katie and her family go through a terrible crisis. Barely able to pay the medical bills and mortgage payments, the parents work longer and longer hours to survive. As a result Katie takes on more of the family responsibility.

Lynn’s eventual death makes Katie realize that she must assume even more responsibility. Removed from the shadow of her high-achieving older sister, she even begins to improve in her schoolwork.

This novel deals with family relationships and the illness and death of a close family member in a sensitive, realistic manner. It is certainly a novel that will resound in the minds of the reader long after putting the book down.

Suggestions for Further Reading
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	OTHER BOOKS BY CYNTHIA KADOHATA
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	Cracker!: The Best Dog in Vietnam © 2007



	Weedflower © 2006



	In the Heart of the Valley of Love © 1997



	The Floating World © 1989



	The Glass Mountains © 1993



	Outside Beauty © 2008
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	OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
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	Jennifer B. Reed, The Falling Flower © 2005



	Lois Lowry, Number the Stars © 1989



	Lois Lowry, The Giver © 1993



	Katherine Patterson, Bridge to Terabithia © 1977



	Yaeko Sugama Weldon, Cherry Blossoms in Twilight: Memories of a Japanese Girl © 2005



	Reiko Yoshida, Howl’s Moving Castle © 1986



	Pam Munoz Ryan, Esperanza Rising © 2000



	Cynthia Rylant, Missing May © 1992
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Vocabulary


CHAPTER 1

• dismay • misuse • vow • expectant • sweltering • delicate • variation • frank • prefer • glitter • tongue • huddle • genius • envelope • unfortunately • Oriental • refrigerator • deformed • palomino • stomach





CHAPTERS 2 TO 3

• peril • technique • hysterics • glum • deprive • spacious • foremost • envy • interval • inherit • eventually • reflection • handkerchief • saliva • delicate • pretend • embroider • sass • squint • restrain




CHAPTERS 4 TO 5

• complain • canopy • sultry • solemn • celebrity • horrified • chronicled • preen • fatigue • consistent • obviously • scholarship • capitalistic • enterprise • chiffon • ravishing • commotion • empress • feverish




CHAPTERS 6 TO 7

• fluster • mature • concentrate • confidence • dandelion • legendary • fascinate • complicated • temporarily • bask • poultry • relent • impress • irate • alternate • invisible • Okefenokee • Eisenhower • azalea • acknowledge




CHAPTERS 8 TO 9

• contagious • exception • exasperated • precise • hygiene • convention• lopsided • gross • jealous • whine • ordinarily • restrain • sternly • anemia • certificate • rectangular • permanent • lopsided • stoop • possessed




CHAPTERS 10 TO 11

• obstinate • vague • mesmerized • magnolia • radiant • furtively • gurney • disdainful • veered • profusely • vault • satisfaction • magnolia • commotion • precious • inherit • grove • apprehension • frequently




CHAPTER 12

• pallor • deformed • grim • obsessed • virulent• tolerated • ritual • inhale • admiringly • incubator • seasonal • immature • generator • pecan • bizarre • homecoming • revolved • fascinating • alcove • antiseptic




CHAPTER 13

• exhale • despair • surveyor • deflate • recede • ransack • destination • swatch • capable • commented • nuclear • bolster • exhaled • instruments • radioactive • refreshed • celebrate • soundlessly • Georgians • mechanical




CHAPTERS 14 TO 15

• comprehend • surreal • feeble • fervor • sane • festive • inexpensive • precious • cremation • panic • resided • miracles • maggot • doggedly • coyote • protective • surge • indigestion • perpetrator • eulogy




CHAPTER 16

• repertoire • regret • exquisite • drought • gestured • hesitated • intimidate • dignity • glum • insert • drafty • zombies • recreation • consistent • cemetery • majestic • occurrence • eventually • injustice • acknowledge
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Cynthia Kadohata

Cynthia was born in Chicago in 1956. She and her family (including a brother and sister) moved to Georgia, where her father found a job as a chicken sexer. After a year or two her father found a chicken-sexing job in Arkansas, where the family lived until Cynthia was almost nine. Her sister lived in Asia for twenty years but now lives in Boston and her brother lives nearby in the Los Angeles area.

[image: ] Cynthia attended the University of Southern California where she graduated with a BA in journalism.

The first story Cynthia ever wrote was one about a planet that was inhabited entirely by ducks that had just one leg apiece. It was called The One-Legged Ducks.

Cynthia lived in Georgia and Arkansas for several years and spoke with such a heavy Southern accent that when she moved up north people found it very difficult to understand her because of her thick southern accent.

Cynthia describes herself as a road hawg and loves to travel around the United States. Traveling and seeing the country is one of the things from which she derives her “writing energy.”

Cynthia published her first novel, The Floating World, in 1989. Since that time she has become viewed as one of the most compelling novelists in the United States. Although she is flattered to be seen as a Japanese-American writer, she feels her books have a more universal appeal. She draws many of her novels (such as Kira-Kira) from her own childhood experiences. Another reason her stories are so compelling is that they are all coming-of-age stories that explore common themes such as feeling different and struggling to find an identity.
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Chapter One
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	Answer the questions in complete sentences.










	1.
	What do you think would be different about growing up in North America today as compared to the 1950’s? Think of at least three differences.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Kira-Kira is the story of a Japanese-American family who move from Iowa to Georgia in the 1950’s. What challenges do you think await this family?
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word.













	 
	frank
	misuse
	delicate
	dismay



	 
	vow
	expectant
	variation
	sweltering











	 
	1.
	You could plainly see the anxiety on my uncle’s face when he lost the game.



	 
	2.
	I don’t think anyone is going to exploit your generosity.



	 
	3.
	She made a promise to always tell the truth.



	 
	4.
	No one was more watchful than Mr. Wong.



	 
	5.
	The day was so stifling that you could fry eggs on the pavement.



	 
	6.
	Katie’s mother was very frail.



	 
	7.
	There was much fluctuation in the temperature during the summer in Georgia.



	 
	8.
	Let me be perfectly blunt. His baseball team is the worst I’ve ever seen.
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Chapter One
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1.  Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.









	a)
	The word Kira-Kira in Japanese means
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	A
	puppy
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	B
	beautiful blue sky



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	glittering



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	tasty orange drink



	b)
	Katie was born



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	in Japan in 1959



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	in Georgia in 1955



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	in Iowa in 1951
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	D
	in New York in 1953



	c)
	Katie felt that her sister, Lynn was the _____ girl in the world



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	slowest



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	bravest



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	most athletic



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	loudest



	d)
	Lynn said that someday they would be rich and buy their parents



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	their own private zoo



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	a limo and a mansion



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	their own trout stream



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	seven houses



	e)
	The family kept their savings



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	under the refrigerator
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	B
	in the bank
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	C
	in a corner of the cellar
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	D
	under the floorboards in the family car
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Chapter One
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	Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.










	1.
	Why do you think Katie’s mother’s vow to send the girls back to Japan to be educated is probably an empty threat?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How might the following statement be an example of foreshadowing: “Today I keep her (Lynn’s) diary in a drawer next to my bed”?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	While Katie’s parents worked, who were her “official” and “unofficial” babysitters?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why did Katie think Lynn was a genius?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Katie says that both her mother and father were Kibei. What does this Japanese term mean?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What do you think Katie’s mother really meant when she says of Uncle Katsuhisa, That’s why he married that woman?
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	Write a journal entry giving your impression so far of Katie and her family – especially what you find interesting about them.
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Chapters Two to Three


Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Think of two advantages to moving to a faraway place with your family.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Think of two disadvantages to moving to such a faraway place.
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.













	 1 
	peril
	 
	roomy
	 A 



	 2 
	technique
	 
	pause
	 B 



	 3 
	hysterics
	 
	take away
	 C 



	 4 
	glum
	 
	danger
	 D 



	 5 
	deprive
	 
	sad
	 E 



	 6 
	spacious
	 
	jealousy
	 F 



	 7 
	foremost
	 
	first
	 G 



	 8 
	envy
	 
	mirror image
	 H 



	 9 
	interval
	 
	frenzy
	 I 



	 10 
	inherit
	 
	method
	 J 



	 11 
	eventually
	 
	ultimately
	 K 



	 12 
	reflection
	 
	receive
	 L 
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Chapters Two to Three

[image: ]











	1.
	Circle    T   if the statement is TRUE or   F   if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Katie’s mother was so delicate that if she was bumped accidentally, she could be bruised.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Katie’s mother encouraged her daughters to go to college when they were older.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	The Japanese drink, ochazuke, is green tea mixed with rice.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Living in Japan were the Ainu people who reminded Katie of Native Americans.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Katie found that the people of Georgia spoke almost identically to people back in Iowa.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Rice balls were the only food that Katie knew how to make.






2.  Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.









	_____
	 
	a)
	Katie’s family load up the truck and leave for Georgia.



	_____
	 
	b)
	Katie wets her pants.



	_____
	 
	c)
	Uncle Katuhisa loses three games of chess in a row to Lynn.



	_____
	 
	d)
	They arrive at Uncle Katuhisa’s house.



	_____
	 
	e)
	In Nashville Uncle Katuhisa purchases a marble chess set and the girls temporarily lose their parents.



	_____
	 
	f)
	The family spend a night at the Country Bear Motel.
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Chapters Two to Three
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	Answer the questions in complete sentences.




1.  Why do you think Lynn told Katie that their uncle was an odd fish?

 

 

2.  What were two ways that Uncle Katuhisa helped the girls to pass the time on their trip to Georgia.

 

3.  Why do you think the girls pretended to be floozies in Chapter 3?

 

 

4.  When passing a building five stories tall, Lynn tells Katie that there were buildings in Chicago fifteen times that high. One of the tallest buildings in Chicago in the 1950’s was the Chicago Board of Trade Building, which was 605 feet tall. If the average floor of a building is ten feet in height, was this particular building 15 times as high as the one the girls were passing? How did you arrive at your answer?

 

 

5.  Why do you think the woman at the Country Bear Motel behaved the way she did?
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	Describe a road trip that you have taken (by car, train, bus, plane) or write about a road trip that you dream one day of taking. What would make this road trip special?
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Chapters Four to Five


Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Look up the meaning of the word prejudice. What groups of people might experience prejudice in your community? (You might look beyond racial prejudice.)



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What can you do personally to help all people be accepted in your community (i.e. school)?
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.













	fatigue
	preen
	celebrity
	horrified
	sultry



	solemn
	complain
	chronicled
	canopy




1.  As soon as my grumpy brother got home he began to __________________.

2.  The bed belonging to the princess had a beautiful __________________ over it.

3.  During the hot summer months the _____________ air made it very difficult to sleep.

4.  Everyone in attendance at the funeral was most __________________.

5.  She is so modest it is difficult to believe that she is a famous __________________.

6.  I was ______________ to learn that you let her go swimming unsupervised.

7.  In her journal Lynn __________________ all of the events from their trip.

8.  The songbirds outside my window began to __________________ themselves in the warmth of the summer sun.

9.  The workmen on the railway tracks began to fade with __________________ as the afternoon wore on.
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Chapters Four to Five

[image: ]

1.  Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

a)  The town Katie’s family moved to in Georgia was called ____________________.

b)  Katie felt guilty because when she started school, her desk at home would be placed in her mother’s ____________________ area.

c)  Katie and Lynn placed their wishes into two categories, ____________________ and ____________________.

d)  At the end of the fourth chapter it mentions that Katie lost ____________________ and didn’t even notice.

e)  Lynn and Amber begged Uncle Katsuhisa to take them ____________________.


2.  Use the words in the box to answer each question.










	spirit
	complained
	school
	mind meld
	fatigue











	 
	a)
	This was Lynn and Katie’s friendship chant.



	 
	b)
	Katie’s mother had once spent a whole year in bed from ___________.



	 
	c)
	Lynn woke up crying one night because of a dream in which she only saw her _________ swimming in the ocean.



	 
	d)
	Katie says that she didn’t understand the point of this.



	 
	e)
	Auntie Fumi never _____________ -it wasn’t her nature.
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Chapters Four to Five
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	Answer the questions in complete sentences.










	1.
	How does the way that Katie plays with Bera-Bera reveal that she has a vivid imagination?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Investigate: Chapter Four mentions that a favorite book of Lynn and Katie was Silas Marner. This novel was written by George Eliot. Research this novelist in your school library or on the Internet and record one peculiar fact about George.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why do you think Katie picked up a southern accent quicker than the rest of her family?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	At one point in this section Katie says, “I thought of myself as rather amazing and maybe even perfect”. What do you think was an important contributor to the positive way that she regarded herself?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What did you think of the teacher’s statement when Katie didn’t know an answer: “I’ve heard your sister is very smart”? Explain why you thought this.
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	Chapter Five describes Amber as breaking ranks to become Lynn’s best friend. Imagine you are Amber and describe in your journal entry for this day your reasons for doing something so unpopular with all the other students. Be sure to describe your feelings as well.
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Chapters Six to Seven
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	Word List
	grey
	Sammy



	alternatives
	hot
	sending



	Ambers
	hysterical
	shift



	asphalt
	ink
	shower



	chickens
	irate
	swamp



	cure
	Katie
	tan



	eternity
	Lynn
	thug



	cure
	Katie
	tan



	feast
	melon
	union



	gas
	promote
	vast



	gentle
	relent
	 



	Georgia
	robot
	 



	Gregg
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	   Across    




	6.
	Fully developed.



	7.
	A boy friend of Lynn and Amber.



	9.
	Android.



	10.
	Belonging to Lynn’s friend.



	12.
	Forever.



	14.
	Sprinkling with water.



	15.
	Kind or affable.



	17.
	Bronze one’s skin by the sun.



	19.
	Nickname of the man who prowled outside the place where Katie’s mother worked.



	21.
	An organization of workers.



	22.
	Pen and ___.



	23.
	Nervous excitement.



	25.
	Marsh.



	28.
	Agitated.



	29.
	Main character of novel.



	30.
	Different possibilities.





	





	   Down    




	1.
	Katie’s little brother.



	2.
	To heal.



	3.
	A banquet.



	4.
	Shipping.



	5.
	To advance in rank.



	7.
	The state Katie was moving to.



	8.
	A color.



	11.
	To give up.



	13.
	Pavement.



	16.
	Katie’s sister.



	18.
	Poultry.



	20.
	A car needs this to run.



	22.
	Very angry.



	24.
	Bera-Bera was a kind of ___.



	25.
	Scheduled period of work.



	26.
	Type of fruit.



	27.
	Huge.



	28.
	Scorching.
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Chapters Six to Seven
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	1.
	Larry Niven once said, Everything starts as somebody’s daydream. Do you believe that daydreams are as useful as Mr. Niven seems to believe, or do you think daydreams are meant for fun? Explain your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 












	2.
	Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.




Uncle Katsuhisa is talked into letting [image: ] shoot the bow and arrow. She trips and ends up almost shooting [image: ] in the head, and does in fact kill a [image: ]. Afterward they ate the [image: ] and sat around the camp listening to Uncle tell stories. Katie felt that his stories never seemed to come to a [image: ]. In Katie’s daydreams her one true love was [image: ] Abondondalarama. Katie tells Lynn and [image: ] about her imaginary boyfriend and they laugh at her, thinking she is trying to be funny. Katie’s mother’s shift at the [image: ] plant ran from 4:30 A.M. to 1:30 P.M. Sometimes Katie and [image: ] had to sleep in the car while their mother worked. A rich man named Mr. [image: ] owned the plant. He was an [image: ] legend in the county. On the way to her mother’s workplace they passed a swamp called [image: ] Swamp. The manager of the plant had two morbid fears: [image: ] and stolen [image: ] . One of the plant employees nicknamed the [image: ] patrolled the outside of the factory to keep anyone from engaging in [image: ] activity.









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Six to Seven







	[image: ]
	Answer the questions in complete sentences.










	1.
	What might Uncle have done to make the children’s experience shooting the bow and arrow safer for all concerned?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Do you think it is better to laugh with someone or at someone? Explain your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why did Katie’s parents work so hard? What do you think of this plan?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why were the following precautions made at the plant Katie’s mother worked in: everything was made of aluminum and steel; no vegetation in the fences; no lights were attached to the building?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What were the two reasons given by Katie as to why the girls at school ignored her?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Why do you think the owners and managers of the plant discouraged unionization?



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]

	Katie speaks about the hurtfulness of snobbism in the last chapter. Imagine that you are Katie and you and your mother were out shopping when you experienced an example of snobbism from a classmate and her mother. Describe the incident and how it made you feel.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eight to Nine

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Katie’s parents work very hard and for very long hours to get ahead. In your opinion what are two important things to consider when choosing one’s occupation?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why do you think it is especially difficult for parents when one of their children is seriously ill?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.













	1.
	Katie’s mother was afraid Lynn’s illness was contagious.



	 
	a) infectious
	b) localized
	c) humorous
	d) resilient



	2.
	Everyone knew that among all of the puppies in the pound, Roger was an exception.



	 
	a) talent
	b) oddity
	c) brute
	d) runt



	3.
	My mother became exasperated after trying the puzzle for about five minutes.



	 
	a) furious
	b) delighted
	c) annoyed
	d) bored



	4.
	Mr. Marsh was not sure of the precise moment of the attack.



	 
	a) approximate
	b) shortened
	c) extra
	d) exact



	5.
	Hygiene was a critical factor at the poultry plant.



	 
	a) politeness
	b) efficiency
	c) cleanliness
	d) swiftness



	6.
	There were so many people gathered in the lobby that it was mistaken for a convention.



	 
	a) party
	b) conference
	c) reunion
	d) donnybrook














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eight to Nine

[image: ]









	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.




	1.
	Katie’s parents didn’t really have time for her anymore because:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	they spent all their energy thinking about Lynn



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Katie’s mother became very ill



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Katie’s dad was having a lot of problems with his boss at work



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Uncle was causing a lot of trouble for the family



	2.
	What did Katie think she saw near the swamp?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	a deer and her fawn



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	a family of possums



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	two little orphan boys



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	a young girl with a dog at her side



	3.
	Katie’s name on her birth certificate was:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Katie



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Katarina



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Katherine



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	none of the above



	4.
	Katie met a young girl at her mother’s plant. The girl’s name was:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Silly Kilgore



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Sally Kilbrain



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Sylvia Kalhoun



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Sandy Kaldacott



	5.
	What board game did they play near the end of Chapter 9?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Monopoly



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Scrabble



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Ticket to Ride



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Settlers of Catan












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eight to Nine







	[image: ]
	Answer the questions in complete sentences.










	1.
	What shocked Katie after making the comment to her mother that Lynn looked gross?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What do you think was the real issue when Katie’s parents were upset with her about leaving the bathtub ring?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What is the danger of young children sleeping in a car like Katie and Sammy did?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What was Lynn’s reaction when Katie suggested that she might be interested in Clifton? How did this make Katie feel?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What is your reaction to Katie’s statement, “I would probably get another C, which was good enough for me.”?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What is your impression of Auntie’s assurance that Lynn was all right at the end of Chapter 9? Do you think she is telling the truth? Explain your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]

	One of the difficult experiences Lynn faces is when her friend, Gregg, moves away. Imagine you are either Lynn or Gregg and record a journal entry describing your feelings with regard to this momentous change in your life.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Ten to Eleven

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Katie exhibits real courage in this section. What do you feel defines courage?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Think of a really good example of an act of courage. It can be from your own life, something you have read, or even from your imagination.



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Choose a word from the list to complete each definition.














	 
	radiant
	furtive
	obstinate
	gurney



	vague
	disdainful
	mesmerized
	magnolia
	veered












	1.
	When she makes up her mind, Katie can be very _____________________.



	2.
	The teacher’s answer to my question was so _____________________ I couldn’t figure out what he was talking about.



	3.
	Merlin the Magician had the children _____________________ after only a few minutes.



	4.
	My bedroom window faced the big _____________________ in the next yard.



	5.
	Descending from the winner’s podium, her face was absolutely _____________________.



	6.
	The cat burglar’s every move was _____________________.



	7.
	Sammy was placed on the _____________________ and wheeled in the Emergency Room.



	8.
	I knew he hated me because the look he gave me was most _____________________.



	9.
	The Rolls Royce _____________________ off the road and tumbled into the canyon.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Ten to Eleven

[image: ]


1.   Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.











	 
	 
	T
	F
	a)
	The doctors thought Lynn would recover from anemia by eating lots of liver.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Katie thought it was very foolish to keep money hidden at home and not in a bank vault.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Katie let Lynn have her desk on the side of the room facing the magnolia.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Hank Garvin was probably not much older than Lynn.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	e)
	At the hospital, smells emanated from Katie’s mother.













	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in the chapters.











	_____
	a)
	Sammy gets his foot caught in a trap.



	_____
	b)
	The girls choose the position of their desks in their new home.



	_____
	c)
	Amber drops Lynn as a friend.



	_____
	d)
	Hank Garvin drives Sammy to the hospital.



	_____
	e)
	The kids give their parents the $100 they had saved.



	_____
	f)
	Lynn, Katie and Sammy start off on their picnic.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Ten to Eleven







	[image: ]
	Answer the questions in complete sentences.










	1.
	When Lynn tells Katie that Amber dropped her as a friend she says, “I don’t really care. She was a phony.” Why do you think Lynn said this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Despite being teased by the other children for wearing a polka-dot dress, Katie says, “As usual, I thought I was quite a fashion plate!” What does this incident tell the reader about her personality?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	When the family visited the loans officer at the bank, how did Katie know that the interview was going well by her parents’ body language?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What does Katie mean when she says “So Lynnie got first choice even if she didn’t want it.”



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Describe Katie’s impression of Hank Garvin.



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]

	Katie, Lynn and especially Sammy, go through a rather harrowing adventure in these chapters. Choose one of these three characters and write a journal entry at the end of the day describing your innermost feelings following your ordeal.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Twelve







	[image: ]
	Answer the questions in complete sentences.











	1.
	Knowing that you have disappointed someone you admire and/or love can be most devastating. Why do you think this is so?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Stress is an ignorant state. It believes that everything is an emergency. (Natalie Goldberg). Katie’s family is certainly under an enormous amount of stress as this chapter unfolds. Do you think the above quote by Natalie Goldberg would apply to them in their situation? Defend your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 







[image: ]

Circle the correct word that matches the meaning of the underlined word.










	1.
	Lynn’s illness often caused pallor and fatigue.



	 
	a) crankiness
	b) paleness
	c) nausea
	d) parior



	2.
	The chicken was born with a deformed leg.



	 
	a) defective
	b) missing
	c) muscular
	d) extra



	3.
	Katie’s father looked rather grim when he entered the room.



	 
	a) disheveled
	b) joyous
	c) comical
	d) bleak



	4.
	Richie was obsessed with his toy truck collection.



	 
	a) unhappy
	b) happy
	c) consumed
	d) disinterested



	5.
	They found the disease to be most virulent.



	 
	a) deadly
	b) contagious
	c) rare
	d) consistent














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Twelve

[image: ]








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.



	
	a)
	Katie thought her dad wanted Sammy and her to be with him, where he knew they were ____________________.



	
	b)
	Billy was the best sexer in Georgia. He can sex ____________________ chicks an hour with ____________ percent accuracy.



	
	c)
	Chicken sexing was invented in _______________.



	
	d)
	Sometimes, in order to stay home with Lynn, Katie played ____________________ from school.



	
	e)
	The man who came to fix the broken generator was accompanied by the ____________________ .











	2.
	Use the words in the box to answer each question.












	loyalty
	lymphoma
	nail polish



	incubators
	pecans
	 













	 
	a)
	If the ________ cool off for too long the baby chicks will die.



	 
	b)
	Katie stole this from a store.



	 
	c)
	Sammy could break these with his teeth.



	 
	d)
	Katie felt that the theme of Call of the Wild was _____.



	 
	e)
	It turned out that Lynn had this disease as well as anemia.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Twelve







	[image: ]
	Answer the questions in complete sentences.










	1.
	At the beginning of Chapter 12, how did Katie attempt to get an understanding of Lynn’s sickness?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How did Katie and Sammy make themselves useful at the hatchery?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Describe the crises that arose in the middle of the night at the hatchery.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What did this crises reveal to Katie about Mr. Lyndon? How do you know this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	It mentions in Chapter 12 that Sammy had crazy bizarre teeth like rocks. This is an example of a literary device called a simile (comparing two things using the words like or as). What two things are being compared? How else might you express this thought as a simile?



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]

	Katie’s decision to shoplift turned out rather badly for her. Reflect on this incident and then write a journal entry describing the worst thing about the experience (i.e. having to apologize; disappointing her dad; her mother’s tears and embarrassment.)














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Thirteen







	[image: ]
	Answer the questions in complete sentences.











	1.
	What do you think would be fun about going camping in the wilderness? What might not be as much fun about this experience?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Have you or a family member or close friend ever been seriously ill? What might be especially difficult for family going through an illness of a family member who is sick for a long time?



	 
	 



	 
	 







[image: ]

Write a sentence using the following words. Make sure that the meaning of each word is clear in your sentence.








	a)
	exhale
	 



	b)
	despair
	 



	c)
	surveyor
	 



	d)
	deflate
	 



	e)
	recede
	 



	f)
	ransack
	 



	g)
	swatch
	 



	h)
	capable
	 



	i)
	destination
	 














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Thirteen

[image: ]

1.  Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

Because of Lynn’s medical bills, her parents were soon getting behind on their [image: ] .” Her parents were working for such long hours that they were [image: ] most of the time. As Lynn grew more ill, her [image: ] sometimes became quick and shallow. As Lynn’s sickness dragged on, Katie no longer felt love or hate or anger – nothing except [image: ] . Katie was afraid that if she spent every moment with her sister she would have lost her [image: ] . On the way to the camp ground the truck got stuck at the edge of a [image: ] . While camping the girls enjoyed playing with Uncle’s two sons, [image: ] and [image: ] . By the end of the first day camping, as Katie lay under the [image: ] at night, she felt [image: ] . Uncle’s friend was a [image: ] by trade. His job once took him into a desert area where [image: ] tests had once been held. Uncle told Katie that when he was young he thought that when he grew up he would map the [image: ] . Watching the first [image: ] is the traditional way to celebrate New Year’s Day in Japan.


2.  Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:







	






	a)
	What friend went camping with Katie?



	[image: ]
	A
	Silly



	[image: ]
	B
	Amber



	[image: ]
	C
	Lynn



	[image: ]
	D
	Jasper



	






	b)
	Uncle bribed Katie with:



	[image: ]
	A
	a rice chocolate candy bar



	[image: ]
	B
	five dollars



	[image: ]
	C
	a Hershey bar and licorice



	[image: ]
	D
	rice candy and a Hershey bar





	






	c)
	The kids played a game called:



	[image: ]
	A
	War



	[image: ]
	B
	Hide and Go Seek



	[image: ]
	C
	Hunter and Hunted



	[image: ]
	D
	Ollie Ocean Free



	






	d)
	The name of Uncle’s friend was:



	[image: ]
	A
	Carnegie Hall



	[image: ]
	B
	Jedda-Boy



	[image: ]
	C
	Sam Jumungo



	[image: ]
	D
	Bill Thorpe



















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Thirteen







	[image: ]
	Answer the questions in complete sentences.










	1.
	Give this chapter a suitable title.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How did Katie get a break from looking after Lynn on Thanksgiving weekend?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What did Lynn consider to be the ultimate thing that could be described as Kira-Kira?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What two things did Lynn make Katie promise her?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Investigate: Katie mentions the Incan city of Cuzco being ransacked by foreigners. Research this historical city in your school library or the Internet and come up with two additional facts about Cuzco.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Give your impression of the last paragraph in Chapter 13. Did you find that it was an effective way to convey this information? Was it realistic?



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]

	What a difficult experience this must have been for Katie and her family to go through. Imagine you are Katie or Sammy and write a journal entry the evening of Lynn’s death describing your innermost feelings.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Fourteen to Fifteen

[image: ]








	Answer the questions in complete sentences.










	1.
	What permanent changes do you think Katie’s family will undergo after the death of Lynn?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Do you think her death will result in any permanent changes for Katie? Explain your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 







[image: ]

In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word which does not belong. Then write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.










	1.
	a) comprehend
	b) understand
	c) fathom
	d) misinterpret



	 



	2.
	a) surreal
	b) resist
	c) distorted
	d) hallucinatory



	 



	3.
	a) apathy
	b) fervor
	c) enthusiasm
	d) ardor



	 



	4.
	a) feeble
	b) ailing
	c) fragile
	d) rumpled



	 



	5.
	a) sane
	b) wise
	c) unreasonable
	d) rational



	 














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Fourteen to Fifteen

[image: ]

Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.









	1.
	Who was with Lynn at the time of her death?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	her parents



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Sammy



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Katie



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	none of the above



	2.
	What kind of car did Mr. Lyndon own?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	a red Cadillac



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	a black Rolls Royce



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	a silver Mercedes



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	a gold Jaguar



	3.
	Katie and her dad went to Pepe’s Restaurant to eat:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	pizza



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	nachos



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	tortillas



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	tacos



	4.
	How many girls from Lynn’s class came to the funeral?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	one



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	none



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	six



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	all of them



	5.
	Uncle Katsuhisa wore a cosmos to Lynn’s funeral because cosmos stands for:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	dignified soul



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	brave heart



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	promise of spring



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	heart of a girl












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Fourteen to Fifteen







	[image: ]
	Answer the questions in complete sentences.










	1.
	Immediately following her sister’s death, what realization caused Katie the most hurt?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why did Lynn’s mother think it was so important to collect so many of Lynn’s things after she died?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why did Katie make such an effort to see the sun set the day that Lynn died?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why do you think Katie’s dad returned for the trap that had hurt Sammy, and then went and smashed Mr. Lyndon’s car window?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	How was Uncle Katsuhisa able to comfort Katie? Do you think that what he said was effective? Why or why not?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What did Katie consider to be the main theme of her sister’s life?



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]

	Imagine that you are a classmate of Katie’s who listened to Katie’s essay about her sister. Write a journal entry describing your feeling after hearing Katie’s words.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Sixteen







	[image: ]
	Answer the questions in complete sentences.










	1.
	“Noble souls, through dust and heat, rise from disaster and defeat the stronger,” (Henry Wadsworth Longfellow). Katie’s dad certainly seems to be a noble man, and he proves it in this last chapter, but do you think he will come through the ordeal of losing his daughter a stronger man? Why or why not?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Do you think Lynn will continue to be an influence on Katie throughout her life? Explain your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Choose a word from the list that means the same as the underlined word.












	hesitated
	dignity
	regret
	repertoire



	exquisite
	intimidate
	gestured
	drought











	 
	1.
	The collection of songs he could play on the guitar was quite limited.



	 
	2.
	Alice immediately began to doubt her decision.



	 
	3.
	The bracelet she was wearing was breathtakingly beautiful.



	 
	4.
	Local farmers thought the dry spell would last all summer.



	 
	5.
	Mr. Lyndon pointed toward a bowl of candy on the table.



	 
	6.
	Mother paused before entering the waiting room.



	 
	7.
	Katie felt that nothing could frighten her father.



	 
	8.
	Throughout all her sufferings, Mrs. Novak kept her self-respect intact.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Sixteen

[image: ]












	1.
	Circle    T   if the statement is TRUE or   F   if it is FALSE.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	a)
	After Lynn’s death Katie began receiving nothing but A’s for her hard work.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Katie and Silly formed a musical group called the Shirondas.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Mr. Lyndon forgives Katie’s dad for breaking his windshield.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Katie’s parents attend a union meeting at the house of Silly’s mother.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Despite everything that happened, Katie’s mother still voted against the plant being unionized.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Lynn left Katie her diary, dictionary and encyclopedia.







2.  Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.









	_____
	 
	a)
	Katie and Silly begin to perform together.



	_____
	 
	b)
	Katie’s dad apologizes to Mr. Lyndon.



	_____
	 
	c)
	Katie’s dad gets a job at another hatchery.



	_____
	 
	d)
	The family makes Lynn’s altar.



	_____
	 
	e)
	Katie begins to work harder at school.



	_____
	 
	f)
	Katie begins to make dinner for her family.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Sixteen







	[image: ]
	Answer the questions in complete sentences.




1.  Take a look at the “we should haves” near the beginning of this chapter. Would any of these “we should haves” made a difference to Lynn’s recovery? Explain your answer.

 

 

2.  Kimberly Johnson once said, “Never ruin an apology with an excuse”. Do you think Katie’s dad ruined his apology to Mr. Lyndon by mentioning his daughter’s death?

 

 

3.  Why did Katie begin to make dinner for her family?

 

 

4.  What motivated Katie to work harder at school?

 

 

5.  Investigate: It mentions the names of three songs that Katie and Silly performed: “Hit the Road, Jack”, “Will You Love Me Tomorrow?” and “Twisting the Night Away”. Using resources in your school library or the Internet, research the original recording artists for at least one of these songs.

 

 










	[image: ]

	As your final journal entry describe your feelings about how the novel ends. How did it leave you feeling? Was it a satisfying ending? Unsatisfying? Did it help open your understanding of something that you may have never considered before?














	
	[image: ]




Chapters 1 to 3

The 1950’s

The novel opens in the mid to late 1950’s – a decade featuring the likes of Elvis Presley and the birth of rock and roll music, President Eisenhower, the Korean War, the advent of television, 3-D movies, the first leak-free ball point pen, the Peanuts comic strip. Wow – a lot of things we take for granted today.


Your task is to interview someone who was alive during the 1950’s and find out their impressions of this fascinating decade. What was most memorable to them (their fondest memories)? What has changed since then (the cost of things, for instance – like pop and chips)? What do they think is better nowadays… and what maybe isn’t so good?



Conclude your interview with a summing up statement, giving your own impression of what it must have been like to grow up during this interesting time.

 







	 
	[image: ]




Chapters 4 to 5

Foreshadowing

Foreshadowing is a literary device employed by the author to give a hint that something is coming up in the story, “How was I to know that I would be in for the adventure of a lifetime.” Chapter 5 may contain an example of foreshadowing: When Katie asks Lynn why the dream made her cry, Lynn responds, “Because it was only my spirit swimming in the ocean and not really me.”


How could this be interpreted as an example of foreshadowing?
If it is an example of this literary device, what do think it might be predicting?

Do you think foreshadowing is a useful literary device, or would you rather the author not include this? Explain your answer.











	[image: ]
	




Chapters 6 to 7

A Comic Strip

This activity is especially for students with an artistic flair or who love comic books! It can be done for any of the incidents described so far in Kira-Kira.


The first step is to decide on the length of your comic strip (6 to 12 frames is suggested); next consider what events you will include. You may wish to highlight a brief incident (the camping trip, the trip to Georgia), or encompass the highlights of a chapter – or even the first seven chapters. You may even want to provide an alternate ending to your scene!



A quick sketch of the comic strip can first be accomplished in a storyboard format before a final, good copy is attempted. The strip should include a title, dialog, and color. It should be neat and imaginative.

 







	[image: ]
	 




Chapters 8 to 11

Unions

The benefits of unionizing a workplace (like they were attempting at the poultry plant) is a serious issue in this novel. Even today, many workplaces in North America are wrestling with this real-life issue, with vocal spokespeople supporting both sides. In Kira-Kira we learn that despite the harsh working conditions, Katie’s mother is terrified of losing her job, and fears that if the workers become unionized, her job will be jeopardized. Others in the plant (i.e. Silly’s mother, Mrs. Kilgore) are working just as hard to bringing about unionization so they might have better wages and working conditions.


Imagine you are the editor of a small newspaper in Chesterfield, Georgia during the time of the novel. You have decided to write an editorial expressing your concerns about this very issue. As editor you have the freedom to take either side and speak to it in your newspaper. (Remember editorials don’t usually sit on the fence – they take a side and defend it.) The purpose of your editorial is to convince your readers as to the benefits or dangers of the poultry plant being unionized. You should try to come up with three or four reasons to support your point of view. The editorial should be approximately one-half page in length.
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Chapters 12 to 13

Biographical Poem

Write a poem about Katie Takeshima using this form or another poetry form.


Line 1: __ Katie’s name

Line 2: _, _, _ 3 personal characteristics or physical traits

Line 3: Brother and sister of Katie

Line 4: 3 people who love Katie

Line 5: One emotion that Katie feels when moving to Georgia

Line 6: Three things Katie needs

Line 7: Three things Katie shared in the story

Line 8: Two of Katie’s fears

Line 9: One place she’d like to see

Line 10: One thing Katie dreams of
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Chapters 14 to 16

Casting

Kira-Kira features a cast of fascinating characters, doesn’t it?

Imagine now that you are a casting director of a major motion picture studio about to make a feature length film of this book.


Your task is to cast each of the following characters using only people (students, teachers, etc.) from your school. For each character, write down who you have chosen to play the role and briefly explain why you selected that individual.

• Katie • Lynn • Sammy • Katie’s dad • Katie’s mom

• Mr. Lyndon • Amber • Silly • Uncle Katsuhisa
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Word Search

Find the following key words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally and some are even backwards.











	canopy
	deflate
	fervor
	Magnolia
	recede



	capable
	dignity
	hygiene
	precise
	sultry



	ceremony
	dismay
	inherit
	prefer
	surreal



	deadly
	drought
	interval
	ransack
	vague
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	Comprehension Quiz
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	Answer each question in a complete sentence.



	1.
	What American state did the Takeshima family move from, and what state did they move to?
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	2.
	How had Katie’s parents made a living before their move?
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	3.
	Where did her mother get a job after their move?
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	4.
	With whom did Lynn make friends?
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	5.
	What kind of a student was Lynn? Katie?
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	6.
	What board game did Uncle enjoy playing with Lynn?
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	7.
	Describe what happened to Sammy when Katie, Lynn and he were out picnicking.
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SUBTOTAL:  /14
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Comprehension Quiz








	8.
	What job did Katie’s dad have at the hatchery?
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	9.
	Why did Lynn’s illness put extra financial pressure on the family?
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	10.
	Describe how Katie met her new friend, Silly.
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	11.
	What shocking thing did Katie’s dad do as a result of Sammy’s injury?
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	12.
	What positive change did Lynn’s illness and death bring about in Katie?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	13.
	What was one thing that Lynn always wanted to see, but didn’t get to?
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	14.
	What three things did Lynn leave to Katie?
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SUBTOTAL:  /14












	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary



Vocabulary

1. dismay



2. misuse

3. vow

4. expectant

5. sweltering

6. delicate



7. variation



8. frank


	
   1.   

a) C

b) C

c) B

d) D

e) A


	
   1.   

Answers will vary. i.e. they are a close family; it would be expensive.

   2.   

Why would she have the copy of the diary and not Lynn? Is some-thing bad going to happen to Lynn?

   3.   

Officially – a lady down the road. Unofficially - Lynn.

   4.   

The day she played her first chess game – she won.

   5.   

Born in the U.S. but sent to Japan for their education.

   6.   

Uncle had made a bad choice because he didn’t “look before he leapt”.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

 1     D 

 2     J 

 3     I 

 4     E 

 5     C 

 6     A 

 7     G 

 8     F 

 9     B 

 10     L 

11    K 

12    H 


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    F 

c)    T 

d)    T 

e)    F 

f)    T 

   2.   

a) 2

b) 5

c) 1

d) 6

e) 3



f) 4
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   1.   

Probably because he had some unusual habits.

   2.   

He taught them to spit and sang with them.

   3.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. They were imaginative.)

   4.   

A five story building is about 50 feet tall. 15 × 50 is 750 feet. So the Board of Trade Building was not 15 × taller than a 5 story building.

   5.   

She was probably racially prejudiced against Japanese.
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12

	
13

	
14

	
15

	
16
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary



Vocabulary

1. complain

2. canopy

3. sultry

4. solemn

5. celebrity

6. horrified

7. chronicled

8. preen

9. fatigue


	
   1.   

a) Chesterfield



b) sewing



c) selfish and unselfish



d) Bera-Bera



e) camping



   2.   

a) mind meld



b) fatigue



c) spirit



d) school



e) complained


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. George was a woman.)

   3.   

She was immersed in the culture more than the other family members. Children pick up accents quicker.

   4.   

Answers will vary (i.e. the positive support she received at home).

   5.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. unwise and unfair of teacher to compare Katie to Lynn – they both have different strengths and weaknesses).


	
Across

2. mature
7. Gregg
9. robot
10. Ambers
12. eternity
14. shower
15. gentle
17. tan
19. thug
21. union
22. ink
23. fluster
25. swamp
28. hysterical
29. Katie
30. alternatives

Down

1. Sammy
2. cure
3. feast
4. sending
5. promote
7. Georgia
8. grey
11. relent
13. asphalt
16. Lynn
18. chickens
20. gas
22. irate
24. toy
25. shift
26. melon
27. vast
28. hot


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

a) Amber

b) Uncle

c) bird

d) rabbit



e) point

f) Joe-John

g) Amber



h) poultry

i) Sammy

j) Lyndon

k) invisible

l) Brenda

m) insects,

n) chickens

o) Thug

p) union


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.(i.e. giving them lessons.)



   2.   

Answers will vary.

   3.   

They hoped to buy a house.



   4.   

To keep insects away.



   5.   

She was Japanese and her parents worked in the poultry industry.

   6.   

To keep the wages down and the working conditions from improving.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. a



2. b



3. c



4. d



5. c



6. b


	
   1.   

[image: ]  A

   2.   

[image: ]  D

   3.   

[image: ]  C

   4.   

[image: ]  A

   5.   

[image: ]  B


	
   1.   

Her mother told her to shut up.

   2.   

They were probably exhausted and frustrated with Lynn’s illness and their finances.

   3.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. being attacked, being overcome by heat.)

   4.   

She thought Katie was joking. Made Katie feel immature.



   5.   

Answers will vary.



   6.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary



   2.   

Answers will vary



Vocabulary

1. obstinate

2. vague

3. mesmerized

4. magnolia

5. radiant

6. furtive

7. gurney

8. disdainful

9. veered


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    F 

c)    T 

d)    F 

e)    T 

   2.   

a) 5

b) 3

c) 1

d) 6

e) 2

f) 4
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   1.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. to disguise her hurt).

   2.   

She has a lot of confidence in herself.

   3.   

They nodded 7 times and frowned only 3 times.

   4.   

Katie sacrificed by choosing the poorer spot.

   5.   

She was very impressed with him.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. b

2. a

3. d

4. c

5. a


	
   1.   

a) safe



b) 1200, 100



c) Japan



d) hooky



e) sheriff

   2.   

a) incubators



b) nail polish



c) pecans



d) loyalty



e) lymphoma


	
   1.   

Looked up the name of the disease in the dictionary.



   2.   

By bringing the men coffee.



   3.   

The generator went out.



   4.   

How important he was – the sheriff escorted the repairman sent to fix the generator.



   5.   

Teeth – rocks. Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

Answers will vary


	
   1.   

a) mortgage

b) exhausted

c) breathing



d) despair

e) mind

f) cliff

g) David

h) Daniel

i) stars (sky)

j) refreshed

k) surveyor

l) nuclear

m) world

n) sunrise

   2.   

a)  [image: ]  A b)  [image: ]  D



c)  [image: ]  C d)  [image: ]  B


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Her parents sent her camping with Uncle.

   3.   

Stars.

   4.   

To get better grades and go to college.

   5.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. located in Peru, present population of over 300,000)

   6.   

Answers will vary.
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   1.   

Answers will vary



   2.   

Answers will vary



Vocabulary

Reasons will vary.

1. d)

2. b)

3. a)

4. d)

5. c)


	
   1.   

[image: ]  D

   2.   

[image: ]  A

   3.   

[image: ]  D

   4.   

[image: ]  B

   5.   

[image: ]  D


	
   1.   

She wasn’t there when Lynn died.

   2.   

To remember what was going on in the world when Lynn passed.

   3.   

It was the last time ever the sun would set on a day her sister had lived.

   4.   

Answers will vary (i.e. frustration / grief.)

   5.   

He lost a child. Answers will vary.

   6.   

She was going to be the best in the world and bring her family with her.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. repertoire



2. regret

3. exquisite

4. drought

5. gestured

6. hesitated

7. intimidate

8. dignity


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    T 

c)    F 

d)    T 

e)    F 

f)    T 

   2.   

a) 4

b) 5

c) 6

d) 1

e) 3

f) 2
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   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



   3.   

Her mother was so distraught and exhausted she knew she had to help out.



   4.   

Her promise to Lynn.



   5.   

Ray Charles; The Shirelles; Sam Cooke.
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40
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Word Search Answers
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   1.   

lowa - Georgia.



   2.   

They owned a small Oriental foods grocery store.



   3.   

A poultry plant.



   4.   

Amber.



   5.   

Lynn – excellent. Katie – average.



   6.   

Chess.



   7.   

He stepped in an animal trap and injured his leg.


	
   8.   

A chicken sexer.



   9.   

Medical expenses.



   10.   

At her mother’s workplace.



   11.   

He broke the window of Mr. Lyndon’s car.



   12.   

She accepted more responsibility around the house and worked harder at school.



   13.   

The ocean.



   14.   

Her diary, dictionary, encyclopedia.
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Choose an incident from the novel (i.e. Uncle Katsuhisa almost driving everyone
off a cliff). List the events comprising this incident in time order.
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Choose an important incident from the novel that involved at least three characters
(i.e. Katie's dad smashing Mr. Lyndon’s car window). Now consider the same incident from
different perspectives and complete the chart below.
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