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Assessment Rubric
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The Summer of the Swans









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	• Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	• Demonstrates a basic understanding of the novel

	• Demonstrates a good understanding of the novel

	• Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	Content

•   information and details relevant to focus

	• Elements incomplete; key details missing

	• Some elements complete; details missing

	• All required elements completed; key details contain some description

	• All required elements completed; enough description for clarity




	Style

•   effective word choice and originality

•   precise language

	• Little variety in word choice.
• Language vague and imprecise

	• Some variety in word choice.
• Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	• Good variety in word choice.
• Language precise and quite descriptive

	• Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language.




	Conventions

•   spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	• Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	• Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	• Some errors in convention

	• Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

This study guide is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this play a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. The guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a play is that the student can work at his/her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities, etc. which match the student’s abilities.

The study guide generally divides the play by Scenes and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include perseverance and family relations, selfacceptance, holding a grudge, selfishness and dealing with disabilities. The Summer of the Swans provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion because of its vivid portrayal of the central character, Sara, and her coming to grips with who she is and learning to deal with the disappointments of life – including those people she feels have let her down.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of our resource. For each chapter or group of chapters there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

Our resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with our Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in our Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of The Summer of the Swans. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	PROBLEM – SOLUTION CHART
Sara, the main character of The Summer of the Swans is going through a lot of doubts about herself as the story unfolds. She is concerned about her appearance; her responsibilities looking after her younger brother, Charlie, who is also disabled; a father who seems remote and uncaring; and Joe Melby, a local boy she just can’t stand. Students are asked to list as many problems from the novel as they can. These are entered in the left-hand column. In the right-hand column, possible solutions to these problems are to be suggested. Found on Page 53.











	SEQUENCE CHART
The plot of The Summer of the Swans is filled with memorable events – so much so that it is a tall order to isolate the “main events” of the novel, as this assignment expects. In assigning the Sequence Chart activity, it might be helpful for the teacher to remind the students that each event selected should be a key component in moving the plot toward the climax of the play (the scene where Charlie is found by Sara and Joe). Found on Page 54.
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	FIVE W’S CHART
The novel, The Summer of the Swans, features many exciting, moments. In this activity, students are asked to isolate one such event that they particularly enjoyed. Using the chosen event, the student is asked to complete the Five W’s Chart, providing the relevant details for the 5 W’s – who, what when, why and where. The five W’s have been used as a helpful device by newspaper reporters when compiling the main elements of a story. Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analysing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest, creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the play. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular scenes

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets. One has been designed as an alternative to the traditional book report.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow, and finally in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

The Summer of the Swans is a coming of age story of fourteen year old, Sara, who lives in a small town in West Virginia with Aunt Willie, her older sister, Wanda, and Charlie, her mentally disabled brother.

Sara is at the point where there are just so many things about her life and responsibilities that bother her. She is troubled by her relationship with her remote father; her perfect older sister; and Joe Melby, a boy from school whom Sara believes stole her brother’s watch. All of these problems are quickly placed on the backburner when Charlie wanders out of the house in the middle of the night and goes missing in the West Virginia hills.

With help from Joe Melby, of all people, Sara combs the woods in search of her brother. In the process she discovers from another friend, that Joe, in fact, did not steal Charlie’s watch. Through this serious crisis, Sara discovers a great deal of herself, and when she and Joe find Charlie safe and sound, she comes to grips with the knowledge that she is comfortable with who she is and who she is becoming.



Suggestions for Further Reading
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	OTHER BOOKS BY BETSY BYARS
The TV Kid © 1976
Trouble River © 1969
Cracker Jackson © 1985
The Midnight Fox © 1968
The Cybil War © 1981
The Burning Questions of Bingo Brown © 1988
The House of Wings © 1972
After the Goat Man © 1974
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	OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
Jerry Spinelli, Loser © 2002
Jerry Spinelli, Stargirl © 2000
L.M. Montgomery, Anne of Green Gables © 1988
Betsy Duffey, A Boy in the Doghouse © 1991
Laurie Myers, Surviving Brick Johnson © 2000
Cynthia Rylant, Missing May © 1992
Christopher Paul Curtis, Bud, Not Buddy © 1999
Lois Lowry, Number the Stars © 1989
Scott O’Dell, Island of the Blue Dolphins © 1960
Katherine Paterson, Bridge to Terabithia © 1972
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Vocabulary


CHAPTERS 1 TO 3

• pathetic • inscrutable • miserable • abruptly • detests • emphatic • illusion • concerned • grimace • silhouette • peasant • kaleidoscope • concern • mechanical • magnesia • psychology • retarded • rhododendron • pediatrician • sincerely




CHAPTERS 4 TO 6

• clamor • uneventful • hesitate • appealed • indignation • spigot • pivot • advantage • regain • soothe • interrupt • diagonal • matador • sidesaddle • shrill • advantage • Virginia • hacked • dye • disappointment




CHAPTERS 7 TO 8

• elegance • incredible • abruptly • irritating • discontented • squint • rhythmic • tuff • gauze • tormented • exact • university • affected • meaningful • bloomers • dedicate • fever • persist • arguing • flushed




CHAPTERS 9 TO 10

• celebrities • dissatisfaction • splendor • impatient • vacant • banister • gully • worriedly • instructions • puce • soothe • disconnected • rasping • shuffle • frayed • feverish • panelist • pajamas • awkward • brier




CHAPTERS 11 TO 12

• critically • compliment • chide • grudgingly • elongated • mournfully • tragedy • permanent • funeral • Pomeranian • pomegranate • explanation • absence • posse • unhinged • ransom • Polaroid • kidnapped • criminal • quality




CHAPTERS 13 TO 14

• remote • sustain • emphatic • disrespectful • disturbing • revenge • fiercely • delighted • sensible • absorb • jersey • appreciate • connection • adore • impatient • emergency • reasonable • exaggerated • confuse • stomach




CHAPTERS 15 TO 16

• casually • suspected • strained • tragedy • associates • nauseated • fink • transistor • identification • announcer • shack • trace • organize • pasture • impetuous • constructively • indestructible • crude • cicadas • guru




CHAPTERS 17 TO 19

• roused • finality • foliage • tremulous • compulsion • cue • wry • engulf • cascade • ravine • overlap • distracted • clammy • dialog • motionless • filter • intersection • waver • anxiety • concentrate




CHAPTERS 20 TO 21

• frenzy • dread • procedure • triumph • clutch • clench • clasp • knickknacks • topple • routine • hoarse • constructed • absolutely • moisten • unmistakable • cascade • creature • disbelief • unspent • shirttail




CHAPTERS 22 TO 23

• miserable • urgent • joyous • louse up • foliage • enormous • motionless • glide • mute • pasture • amplifier • recognize • reunion • beacon • awkward • associate • horizon • occasionally • mistaken • watermelon
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Betsy Byars

Betsy Byars likes to say that she was born the same year as Mickey Mouse – 1928. She was raised in Charlotte, North Carolina, and attended public schools there before graduating from Queens College with a degree in English.

[image: ]

Her parents were avid readers and always encouraged their children to read. As a child, though, Betsy Byars did not spend much time writing. In fact, she thought writing sounded like a boring way to make a living. Her father wanted her to be a mathematician. In fact Betsy has a sister who became a mathematician.

Betsy is married and has four grown children. Two of her daughters, Betsy Duffey and Laurie Myers, write children’s books of their own. Betsy and her husband are both licensed pilots and lived for many years on an airstrip in South Carolina.

Betsy has written over sixty books. She began her writing career five years after her graduation from Queens College by getting several short magazine articles published. As she began to read to her children, her interest in writing for young people began. Her first novel was published back in 1962.

Betsy has received a lot of recognition and honors for her novels. The Summer of the Swans is probably her most well-known work, winning the Newbery Medal in 1971. She has also received a National Book Award, for The Night Swimmers (1980), and an Edgar Award, for Wanted… Mud Blossom (1991). In 1987 she received the Regina Medal, for lifetime achievement from the Catholic Library Association.

It takes Betsy about a year to write a novel - six months to get the rough draft down on paper and another six months to make it better. She loves getting the first copy of one of her books from the publisher. That is something which is always exciting.
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Chapters One to Three
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	Answer the questions in complete sentences.










	1.
	In the first few chapters of the novel you will meet a boy named Charlie, who is a bit “different” than most boys his age. How might it be difficult to have a brother or sister in the family who is “disadvantaged” in some way?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How might it be good for a family to have a family member who needs extra care and loving?
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word.













	illusion
	miserable
	pathetic
	emphatic



	abruptly
	concerned
	detests
	inscrutable














	[image: ]
	1.
	The tiny kitten gave a most piteous cry when I stepped on her tail.
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	2.
	The old man had such an incomprehensible look on his face that no one dared question him.
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	3.
	When my boyfriend left I was so wretched I wouldn’t speak to a soul for weeks.
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	4.
	She got up so suddenly that she spilled her drink on the floor.
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	5.
	No one hates the sight of blood more than me.
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	6.
	She gave a forceful nod of her head when he asked the question.
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	7.
	The oases was only a mirage.



	[image: ]
	8.
	John was interested in joining the navy.
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Chapters One to Three
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	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	a)
	The name of Sara’s dog was:
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	A
	Joey
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	B
	Boysie



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Snoopy



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Cleo



	b)
	What color were Sara’s sneakers?
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	A
	mauve



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	black and white



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	orange
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	D
	two shades of brown




	c)
	What did Sara compare her life to?
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	A
	a circus



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	a kaleidoscope



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	a carnival



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	a hobo convention




	d)
	How old was Wanda?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	21



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	16



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	14



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	19




	e)
	Where did Wanda meet Arnold Hampton?
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	A
	in psychology class
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	B
	at summer camp
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	C
	at the pharmacy
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	D
	at work
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Chapters One to Three
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	Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.










	1.
	Why do you think Wanda mentioned that Sara’s feet were the same size as Jackie Kennedy Onassis?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Investigate: Sara mentions that a classmate, Bull Durham, tried her sneakers on and they fit him perfectly. Bull Durham is quite a renowned name. It is the name of a famous tobacco, casino, blues festival, and movie. What are the names of the two major stars of the movie, Bull Durham?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why didn’t Sara’s dog react to her efforts to get his attention?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What is there about Charlie that makes him seem younger than he really is?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why do you think Charlie liked to be in his “tent”?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	How did Wanda think Arnold Hampton might be able to help Charlie? What is your opinion of his offer?
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	Imagine you are Sara. Make an entry in your journal expressing your feelings and concerns with regard to your brother, Charlie, and his future.
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Chapters Four to Six


Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Why might it be more difficult to raise someone else’s children than your own?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Other than arguing with an adult (i.e. parent, teacher), can you think of another effective strategy that might help to win them over to your way of thinking?
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.













	 1 
	uneventful
	 
	benefit
	 A 



	 2 
	hesitate
	 
	cut in
	 B 



	 3 
	appealed
	 
	hubbub
	 C 



	 4 
	indignation
	 
	irate
	 D 



	 5 
	spigot
	 
	calm
	 E 



	 6 
	pivot
	 
	boring
	 F 



	 7 
	advantage
	 
	pause
	 G 



	 8 
	regain
	 
	angled
	 H 



	 9 
	soothe
	 
	turn
	  I 



	10
	interrupt
	 
	attracted
	 J 



	11
	diagonal
	 
	faucet
	 K 



	12
	clamor
	 
	retrieve
	 L 
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Chapters Four to Six
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	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Frank planned on taking Wanda to the lake on his motor scooter.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Aunt Willie absolutely hated her ride and was furious at Frank.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Sara had a superiority complex when it came to her sister.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	The story is set in the state of West Virginia.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Charlie found the rhythmic ticking of his watch to be soothing.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Charlie grew impatient waiting for Sara and walked home by himself.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.












	 
	 
	 a)
	Aunt Willie goes for a ride.



	 
	 
	 b)
	Sara drops in to see her friend, Mary.



	 
	 
	 c)
	Frank makes a “deal” with Aunt Willie.



	 
	 
	 d)
	Mrs. Weicek discusses Charlie with another woman.



	 
	 
	 e)
	Aunt Willie allows Wanda to go with Frank.



	 
	 
	 f)
	Sara and Charlie start out to see the swans.
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Chapters Four to Six
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	Answer the questions in complete sentences.










	1.
	Describe Frank’s strategy in attempting to convince Aunt Willie to let him take Wanda for a ride on his motor scooter.



	 
	 


	 
	 



	2.
	What did Sara say accidentally tipped the scales for Frank?



	 
	 


	 
	 



	3.
	What startled Charlie in Chapter 4?



	 
	 


	 
	 



	4.
	How did Aunt Willie attempt to comfort Sara in Chapter 4?



	 
	 


	 
	 



	5.
	Do you agree or disagree with Sara’s statement, ”If you look cute, you are cute; if you look smart, you are smart, and if you don’t look like anything, you aren’t anything”. Explain your answer.



	 
	 


	 
	 



	6.
	According to Mrs. Weicek, what was the matter with Charlie?



	 
	 


	 
	 











	[image: ]

	Some older people keep journals too. Aunt Willie may be just such a person. Your task is to record a journal entry for her following her exciting ride on Frank’s motor scooter.
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Chapters Seven to Eight


Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	In Chapter 7 Sara complains that she is filled with discontent. What factors do you think would cause a person of Sara’s age to be so discontented?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why is it sometimes difficult not to feel bad about how tremendously popular some students are? Do you think being popular with a lot of other students is very important? Other than popularity, what other things are important in your life?
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.













	irritating
	squint
	tuff
	discontented



	incredible
	elegance
	abruptly
	rhythmic












	1.
	The beautiful princess was the picture of refinement and __________________.



	2.
	Not having a piece of that chocolate cake took __________________ willpower.



	3.
	The grandfather clock stopped __________________ at eight o’clock, the same time the old man died.



	4.
	“Stop making that __________________ noise!” his mother shouted.



	5.
	I didn’t realize that she was __________________ with her gift.



	6.
	The only way you will be able to see the tiny insect is if you __________________ really hard.



	7.
	The orchestra had a __________________ evenness to their presentation of all their music.



	8.
	Sara was of the opinion that some of the girls in her school wore clothes that were so __________________ .
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Chapters Seven to Eight
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	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.



	 
	a)
	There were ____________________ swans out on the lake.



	 
	b)
	Wanda told Sara to tell Aunt Willie that she was going over to Frank’s __________ .



	 
	c)
	Sara was expecting ____________________ to come over and help her dye her shoes.



	 
	d)
	At the lake Sara and Charlie fed the swans ____________________ .



	 
	e)
	Sara said that when the swans flew over they looked like ________________________________________ with their necks stretched out.











	2.
	Use the words in the box to answer each question.














	annoying
	yoga
	abruptly
	evenness
	university
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	a)
	Sara told Charlie that the swans lived at the   most of the time.



	[image: ]
	b)
	Sara’s decision to return home from the lake was made  .



	[image: ]
	c)
	At the lake Sara sat down and crossed her legs   style.
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	d)
	When Charlie didn’t want to return home right away from feeding the swans, Sara thought he was  .
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	e)
	The first fourteen years of Sara’s life had flown by with rhythmic  .
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Chapters Seven to Eight
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	Answer the questions in complete sentences.










	1.
	Sara tells Charlie, “The swans are exactly alike. Exactly. No one can tell them apart”. How true do you think this statement is? Explain your answer.



	 
	 


	 
	 



	2.
	Why do you think Charlie didn’t want to leave the lake?



	 
	 


	 
	 



	3.
	Describe how Sara saw her life as suddenly changing.



	 
	 


	 
	 



	4.
	What bothered Sara about Frank?



	 
	 


	 
	 



	5.
	Describe how the Hollywood stereotype of beauty had affected Sara. Do you think she has a legitimate point? Explain your answer.



	 
	 


	 
	 



	6.
	What had happened to Charlie when he was three years old?
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	Chapter 8 reveals some real issues that Sara has regarding some of the girls in her school. Perhaps you have had similar thoughts about some of the boys and/or girls in your school. Write a journal entry describing your feelings about students that you just can’t seem to identify with – for one reason or another.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Nine to Ten
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	Word List



	awkwardly
	maze
	tender



	celebrities
	panelist
	tennis



	Charlie
	plan
	terror



	error
	puce
	trash



	east
	roast
	twig



	est
	robe
	Wanda



	feverish
	Sara
	wealth



	honey
	scratches
	whim



	hot
	slam
	Willie



	keen
	soothe
	winner



	law
	steam
	 



	linoleum
	swan
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	   Across    




	2.
	Aunt _____.



	6.
	Sara’s brother.



	8.
	Clumsily.



	10.
	A main character of the novel.



	11.
	Calm.



	13.
	A cloak or mantle (often used in the evening).



	14.
	Made by bees.



	16.
	An impulse.



	17.
	A small branch of a tree.



	18.
	A dark brown or purplish color.



	19.
	Short for estimate.



	21.
	Emanates from a kettle.



	23.
	A racquet sport.



	24.
	Opposite of loser.



	26.
	To cook with dry heat.



	28.
	Don’t ___ the door.



	30.
	A large white waterfowl.



	31.
	Excited or restless.





	






	   Down    




	1.
	Charlie got lots of these in the woods.



	2.
	Riches



	3.
	It’s against the ___.



	4.
	Mistake.



	5.
	Famous people.



	7.
	A floor covering.



	9.
	Sharp.



	12.
	Sweltering.



	15.
	A direction.





	






	 



	18.
	One who sits on a panel.



	20.
	Scared to death.



	22.
	Softhearted.



	24.
	Sara’s sister.



	25.
	A scheme or method.



	27.
	Garbage



	29.
	A confusing network of paths or passages
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Chapters Nine to Ten
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	1.
	Have you ever been lost (perhaps in the woods like Charlie or in a mall)? Even if you haven’t had this terrifying experience, imagine for a minute what it must be like. What do you think would be a couple of good rules to remember, so that if in the event you were ever lost, your chances of being found would be greatly improved?



	 
	 



	 
	 












	2.
	Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.




Charlie found it difficult to sleep because a [image: ] was missing from his pajamas. [image: ] said she would fix it tomorrow. He then went to see Sara who was dying her tennis shoes in the [image: ] . After lying in bed for [image: ] hours, Charlie thought he saw something colored [image: ] outside his window. Even though he saw the Hutchinsons’ [image: ] , he thought it might be the [image: ] he had seen earlier in the day. Despite being told many times never to leave the [image: ] , Charlie opened the [image: ] and went out. He then crossed the vacant lot and entered the [image: ] area. After running for a long way he came up against a [image: ] fence which cut him sharply across the [image: ] . It was there that Charlie also lost one of his [image: ] . Charlie was gripped with a [image: ] . He just wanted to be back in his [image: ] , but home seemed [image: ] forever.









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Nine to Ten

[image: ]

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Whose perspective does most of Chapter 9 feature?



	 
	 



	2.
	Describe the results of Sara’s attempt to dye her tennis shoes.



	 
	 


	 
	 



	3.
	After entering the woods, what happened that caused Charlie to panic?



	 
	 


	 
	 



	4.
	Why did Charlie feel relieved to reach the end of the fence?



	 
	 


	 
	 



	5.
	What did Charlie find soothing for a time, even though he was lost?



	 
	 


	 
	 



	6.
	The final sentence in Chapter 10 is quite sad: “As he walked, he began to cry without noise.” Why do you think the author ended the chapter on such a note?



	 
	 


	 
	 











	[image: ]

	Charlie’s adventures are being told to us by the author in the third person. Imagine, however, that Charlie could tell us his adventures himself. Write a journal entry briefly describing the events of these two chapters in the first person – as told by Charlie himself through his journal.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eleven to Twelve

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	What do we mean by “holding a grudge”?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	“The grudge you hold on to is like a hot coal that you intend to throw at someone, only you’re the one who gets burned.” Siddhartha Guatama How can holding a grudge be a bad thing?



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]
	Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.













	1.
	The racecar driver was critically injured.



	 
	a) seriously
	b) briefly
	c) barely
	d) superficially



	2.
	I think she meant that as a compliment.



	 
	a) insult
	b) tribute
	c) slam
	d) instruction



	3.
	Aunt Willie was prepared to chide the two children.



	 
	a) lift
	b) praise
	c) scold
	d) force



	4.
	They gave into his request most grudgingly.



	 
	a) cruelly
	b) willingly
	c) patiently
	d) reluctantly



	5.
	The shadows made his arms seem elongated.



	 
	a) shortened
	b) fattened
	c) stretched
	d) strong-looking



	6.
	“It was his birthday,” Aunt Willie said mournfully.



	 
	a) courteously
	b) sadly
	c) humorously
	d) excitedly



	7.
	The closing of the mine was a tragedy for the townfolk.



	 
	a) calamity
	b) blessing
	c) event
	d) chance














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eleven to Twelve

[image: ]









	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	1.
	Where did Sara get her hair cut?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	The beauty school



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Mary’s mother cut it



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	the local high school



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	her regular hairdresser



	2.
	After Sara’s permanent Wanda called her:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Mopsy



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Old Yeller



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Irish Red



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Gentle Ben



	3.
	Where did Sara think Charlie had gone?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	to find his watch



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	to Mary’s house



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	to see the swans



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	none of the above



	4.
	Who did Sara turn the hose on?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Gretchen Wyant



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Mary Weicek



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Joe Melby



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Aunt Willie



	5.
	Who did Aunt Willie accuse of holding a grudge to his last breath?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Sara’s dad



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Uncle Bert



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Aunt Willie’s father



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Mr. Wyant












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eleven to Twelve







	[image: ]
	Answer the questions in complete sentences.










	1.
	At least two opinions arise regarding Sara’s haircut – hers and Wanda’s. State each opinion in a nutshell.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why did Sara want revenge on Joe Melby?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	In your opinion was Mary’s story about Mary Louise running for class president encouraging for Sara? Defend your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What do you think the following statement meant: “There was something final about calling the police”?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why did Aunt Willie feel such a sense of responsibility for Charlie, Sara and Wanda?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Interview a classmate and ask them to predict what they think will happen to Charlie.



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]

	Sara seems to have been quite hard on poor Joe Melby – especially if Aunt Willie is right and Joe in fact didn’t take Charlie’s watch. Suppose that Joe is innocent of taking the watch and is quite upset at Sara’s attitude. Write an entry in Joe’s diary after the incident described in Chapter 12, expressing his feelings about the whole situation and considering a possible way that he can clear his good name.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Thirteen to Fourteen

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Resentment is a very strong emotion that can be upsetting for anyone. Why might a child feel “long term” resentment toward a parent?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How might a parent take steps to overcome this resentment that their child feels?



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]
	Choose a word from the list to complete each definition.












	delighted
	fiercely
	revenge



	disrespectful
	disturbing
	sensible



	emphatic
	sustain
	remote












	1.
	Someone who is distant or aloof is  .



	2.
	  means to support.



	3.
	Someone who is   is usually quite forceful.



	4.
	A person who is   probably lacks manners.



	5.
	If something is  , it is often worrisome or stressful.



	6.
	To seek   is a desire to get even or pay someone back.



	7.
	  is another word for furiously or frantically.



	8.
	When you are   about something, you are usually in a fantastic mood.



	9.
	If a person is described as  , then they probably have sound judgment.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Thirteen to Fourteen

[image: ]











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Sara thought it was a waste of time for Aunt Willie to call her father about Charlie.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Sara’s father lived in Washington D.C.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Aunt Willie was the sister of Sara’s mother.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	When Sara meets Joe Melby at the ballgame, she was pleased he wanted to help search for Charlie.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Despite being extremely upset when speaking with Joe, Sara refused to show her emotions and stopped herself from crying.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Sara had once been embarrassed when someone called out “Hey, beautiful” when the person they were actually shouting at was Rosey Camdon.













	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in the chapters.












	 
	 
	 a)
	Someone in the ball game hits a home run.



	 
	 
	 b)
	On the way to Mary’s house, Sara meets Joe Melby.



	 
	 
	 c)
	Sara leaves the house to begin her search for Charlie.



	 
	 
	 d)
	Sara meets Mary.



	 
	 
	 e)
	Aunt Willie calls Sara’s father.



	 
	 
	 f)
	Sara accuses Joe of stealing Charlie’s watch.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Thirteen to Fourteen







	[image: ]
	Answer the questions in complete sentences.










	1.
	What event(s) changed Sara’s father so dramatically?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What was Sara’s father’s response to the phone call?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why do you think Sara said, “It is so reasonable that it makes me sick” in regard to her father’s response to the phone call?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	When Aunt Willie says to Sara, “Yes, wait till you lose your father. Then you’ll appreciate him”, what does Sara mean by responding, “I’ve already lost him”?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Put on your detective hat. Do you think Sara has sufficient evidence to accuse Joe of stealing Charlie’s watch? Defend your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]

	Yesterday you had the opportunity of recording a journal entry from Joe Melby’s perspective. Today create an entry from Sara’s point of view. At the end of Chapter 14 Sara was very distraught. Nothing seemed to be going right for her and now she had a rather upsetting run-in with Joe Melby. How might this look in her journal at the end of the day?














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Fifteen to Sixteen

[image: ]


Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Have you ever misjudged another person? How would you feel after making such a mistake and what do you think you might do about it?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Sara considers the idea of something that is incomprehensible – completely beyond understanding. Can you think of one or two examples of this from your own life – things that you just find impossible to understand?



	 
	 



	 
	 







[image: ]

Circle the correct word that matches the meaning of the underlined word.










	1.
	She casually mentioned the missing watch to her friend, Mary.



	 
	a) angrily
	b) carefully
	c) sympathetically
	d) playfully



	2.
	I suspected Joe Melby all along.



	 
	a) doubted
	b) trusted
	c) called on
	d) identified



	3.
	Her effort to sound genuine certainly sounded strained to me.



	 
	a) considerate
	b) real
	c) generous
	d) forced



	4.
	It won’t be much of a tragedy if she doesn’t get to go to the dance.



	 
	a) hootenanny
	b) party
	c) disaster
	d) ride



	5.
	She associates the coal mine with trouble.



	 
	a) connects
	b) gives
	c) warns
	d) threatens














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Fifteen to Sixteen

[image: ]








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.



	 
	a)
	On the day the watch was stolen, Sara was in the drugstore buying ____________________.



	 
	b)
	Mr. ____________________ was the name of the principal at Sara’s school.



	 
	c)
	In Chapter 15 we learn that Charlie is ____________________ years old.



	 
	d)
	Aunt Willie’s _________________ and _________________ were killed in the old mine.



	 
	e)
	When Sara jumped from the window at the Bryants’ house, she had hurt her ____________________.



	 
	f)
	In grade two Joe received double _________________ on his report cards.











	2.
	Use the words in the box to answer each question.












	Life
	impetuously
	guru



	transistor
	fence
	party













	[image: ]
	a)
	Mary heard the report of Charlie being missing on her   radio.



	[image: ]
	b)
	That evening Mary was planning on going to Bennie Hoffman’s  .



	[image: ]
	c)
	Sara reminds Mary that when she had been trapped in the Bryants’ cellar, Mary had been upstairs reading   magazines.



	[image: ]
	d)
	Joe found Charlie’s slipper by the  .



	[image: ]
	e)
	Joe mentioned reading a story about a   from India.



	[image: ]
	f)
	Joe admits to Sara that he often acts  .














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Fifteen to Sixteen







	[image: ]
	Answer the questions in complete sentences.










	1.
	Why do you think Mary felt that she probably shouldn’t tell Sara what she knew about the stolen watch?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Describe how Aunt Willie got to the truth about the stolen watch.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What role had Joe played in the story of the stolen watch?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why did Sara feel that Charlie would never go into the old mine?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What was Sara afraid might happen if there were a lot of people clomping through the woods and hollering?



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]

	Sara’s story about sitting in the cellar of the Bryants’ home in the dark with the rats must have been a harrowing experience. Imagine that you are Sara and complete a journal entry describing your adventure. Don’t forget to comment on the role that your friend Mary played in your ordeal as well.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seventeen to Nineteen

[image: ]


Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Do you think Sara is better off having Joe with her in her search for Charlie, or Mary? Why?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	You be the police chief: if you were the police chief what strategy would you come up with to find Charlie?



	 
	 



	 
	 







[image: ]

Write a sentence using the following words. Make sure that the meaning of each word is clear in your sentence.








	a)
	roused
	 



	b)
	finality
	 



	c)
	foliage
	 



	d)
	tremulous
	 



	e)
	compulsion
	 



	f)
	cue
	 



	g)
	wry
	 



	h)
	engulf
	 



	i)
	cascade
	 














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seventeen to Nineteen

[image: ]







	1.
	Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.




During the night Charlie made his way into a [image: ] in the forest. Finally he sat down on a [image: ] and stared straight ahead without seeing. All his [image: ] were worn to a flat hopelessness. To make matters worse, Charlie’s [image: ] stopped working. A [image: ] ran in front of him and scurried up the bank. It was after this that Charlie began to [image: ] in anguish until finally he fell [image: ]. In the meantime Sara and [image: ] had been walking deeper and deeper into the [image: ]. It was suggested that they go to the top of the hill where they could see the whole [image: ]. Sara was so tired that her legs began to [image: ]. Sara knew that if Charlie heard them shouting he would answer back with the long wailing [image: ] he gave sometimes at night when he was frightened. At the top of the hill Sara continues to call and when a sudden wind blows [image: ] in her face, she thinks she hears her [image: ]. In her anxiety she twists the [image: ] in her hand like she was wringing the [image: ] out. Sara then slowly sank to the [image: ] in despair.













	2.
	Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:



	 
	a)
	Walking up the hill reminded Sara of:
	b)
	Sara compared Joe’s encouragement to:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	a bicycle race
	[image: ]
	A
	climbing the Alps



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	a marathon
	[image: ]
	B
	a football game



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	swimming in the lake
	[image: ]
	C
	her Aunt Willie



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	hiking in Oregon with her dad
	[image: ]
	D
	a trip to see the dentist



	 
	c)
	Aunt Willie had won at the gas station:
	d)
	In the past Sara had cried over her:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	an expensive crock pot
	[image: ]
	A
	knees, elbows, hands



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	gas for six months
	[image: ]
	B
	feet, legs, nose, shoes



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	24 stemmed glasses
	[image: ]
	C
	their crumby town



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	absolutely nothing
	[image: ]
	D
	glasses, ears, teeth














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seventeen to Nineteen







	[image: ]
	Answer the questions in complete sentences.










	1.
	In what two other places had Charlie been lost?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Whose point of view does it switch to in Chapter 18?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What did Sara usually enjoy doing on a summer day at about the time she was searching for Charlie in the woods?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why do you think that when searching frantically for Charlie, Sara found it impossible to cry?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why do you think that near the end of Chapter 19 Sara changes her calls to her brother and says, “Charlie! Answer me right this minute”?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	This chapter certainly ends on a suspenseful note. What do you think will happen in the next chapter?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]

	How would you end this novel? Will Sara find Charlie? If so, what condition will he be in? How will she find him? You’re the author – you decide in your journal entry.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty to Twenty-one

[image: ]


Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	What do you think Joe’s motives are for being nice to Sara at this point? Try to consider at least two possibilities.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Sara is going through a real period of self-doubt during this particular time of her life. What influence do you think Charlie being lost will have on her state of mind – or do you think it will have an influence? State a reason for your reply.



	 
	 



	 
	 







[image: ]

In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word which does not belong. Then write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.










	1.
	a) frenzy
	b) agitation
	c) excitement
	d) distracted



	 



	2.
	a) dread
	b) fear
	c) inattentive
	d) terror



	 



	3.
	a) exhausted
	b) plan
	c) approach
	d) procedure



	 



	4.
	a) triumph
	b) victory
	c) conquest
	d) solitude



	 



	5.
	a) clutch
	b) release
	c) seize
	d) grasp



	 














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty to Twenty-one

[image: ]









	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	1.
	Where had Sara been hit in the nose with a baseball?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	on the school playground



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	at the ball diamond



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	at the Dairy Queen



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	at the Red Barn



	2.
	When Charlie ran away after seeing Sara get hit with the baseball, who drove him home?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Mr. Weicek



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Aunt Willie



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Mrs. Weicek



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Arnold Hampton



	3.
	What did Charlie hear at the end of Chapter 20?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	the sound of a wild animal



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	the sound of a car horn



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	the mine whistle blowing



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	someone call his name



	4.
	When had Sara fainted before?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	when she broke her nose



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	never



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	when her mother died



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	when she had the measles



	5.
	Charlie’s crying, like the sound of a ___, seemed everywhere and nowhere.



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	baby’s cry



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	foghorn



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	cricket



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	harp seal












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty to Twenty-one







	[image: ]
	Answer the questions in complete sentences.










	1.
	What had Charlie’s whole life been built on?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What did Charlie expect to see when he woke up?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Describe in detail Charlie’s appearance when Sara saw him in the ravine.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why do you think Sara was able to cry after she found Charlie?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What did Charlie’s experience remind her of from her past?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	How did Joe solve the problem of Charlie’s broken watch?



	 
	 



	 
	 













	[image: ]

	Charlie is unable to read and write, but if he did have this ability what might he write as a journal entry in order to describe his harrowing adventures?














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty-two to Twenty-three

[image: ]

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	What is meant by the climax of a story? When does it usually occur in a novel?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Predict what you think might happen in these final chapters.



	 
	 



	 
	 







[image: ]

Choose a word from the list that means the same as the underlined word.










	motionless
	glide
	miserable
	urgent



	enormous
	joyous
	louse up
	foliage













	[image: ]
	1.
	Sara couldn’t remember a day when she felt as wretched as she did today.



	[image: ]
	2.
	The situation was becoming more dire with each passing moment.



	[image: ]
	3.
	Wanda’s graduation was a festive occasion.



	[image: ]
	4.
	My uncle was afraid he would spoil the party.



	[image: ]
	5.
	The leaves were already turning color.



	[image: ]
	6.
	I received a gigantic cake for my birthday.



	[image: ]
	7.
	The rowboat remained stationary in the middle of the lake.



	[image: ]
	8.
	She seemed to slip into her place at the dinner table.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty-two to Twenty-three

[image: ]











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Sara reassured Charlie by telling him that everyone would be glad to see him.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	As they were returning from the woods the swans flew directly overhead.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	To everyone’s surprise, Charlie was unhappy to see Aunt Willie after returning from being lost.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Aunt Willie referred to the day as the blackest day of her life.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Wanda finds out Charlie is lost by reading about it on the Internet.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	When Sara’s dad called, her immediate response was to tell him she would get Aunt Willie to speak with him.













	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.












	 
	 
	 a)
	Wanda is angry at the manner in which she found out that her brother was lost.



	 
	 
	 b)
	Charlie and Aunt Willie eat watermelon on the Carsons’ porch.



	 
	 
	 c)
	Sara takes the telephone call from her dad.



	 
	 
	 d)
	Charlie is reunited with Aunt Willie.



	 
	 
	 e)
	Joe tells Sara about Bennie and the other boys forming a musical group.



	 
	 
	 f)
	Joe Melby asks Sara to Bennie Hoffman’s party.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty-two to Twenty-three







	[image: ]
	Answer the questions in complete sentences.










	1.
	Why do you think Sara suddenly felt so good at the beginning of Chapter 22?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why do you think Sara hesitated before agreeing to go to the party with Joe?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What is meant by the statement, “she (Sara) suddenly saw life as a series of huge, uneven steps … and she had just taken an enormous step up out of the shadows”?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What was your favorite scene from the novel? Why did you choose this particular scene?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Where do you think the climax of Summer of the Swans occurs? Defend your answer.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Who was your favorite character in the novel? Why?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]

	What did you think of the novel’s concluding scene? Was it realistic and satisfying? Compose a final journal entry giving your impression of this conclusion.














	
	[image: ]




Chapters 1 to 3

Anagrams

An anagram is a word that is formed by changing the order of the letters of another word. For example, the letters in the word TWO can also form the word TOW. Follow these directions to form the anagrams: a) read the clue in the righthand column. b) Using the word in the left-hand column move the letters around in any order, but you must use all the letters. Each of the words in the left-hand column are found in the first three chapters of The Summer of the Swans.








	Word
	Anagram
	Clue



	said
	 
	helps



	step
	 
	animal friends



	detest
	 
	took an exam



	trees
	 
	a cow



	later
	 
	“on the ball”



	pleased
	 
	the passage of a period of time (A difficult one!)




 







	 
	[image: ]




Chapters 4 to 8

DIAMANTE POETRY:

The Diamante Poem is a form similar to the Cinquain. The text forms the shape of a diamond.









	Line 1: Noun or subject - one word
Line 2: Two Adjectives that describe line 1
Line 3: Three ‘ing words that describe line 1
Line 4: Four nouns - the first two are connected with line 1;
the last two are connected with line 7
Line 5: Three ‘ing words that describe line 7
Line 6: Two adjectives that describe line 7
Line 7: Noun Synonym for the subject
	 
	An example is:

Robin,
Red, brown,
Digging, cheeruping, flying,
Worms, bugs, nest, eggs,
Cheeping, peeping, begging,
Fluffy, cute,
Babies






Now try your hand at writing a diamante using the events of Chapters 4-8 for inspiration. Some suggestions for topics: your favorite aunt (or uncle); riding a motor scooter (or motor cycle); an older brother or sister; swans.









	[image: ]
	




Chapters 9 to 12

A Comic Strip

This activity is especially for students with an artistic flair or who love comic books! It can be done for events included in Chapter 9 – 12, or from Chapter 1 to 12. The first step is to decide on the length of your comic strip (6 to 12 frames is suggested); next consider what events you will include. You may wish to highlight a brief incident (i.e. Charlie wandering away from home at night), or encompass the highlights of the novel to this point. You may even want to provide an alternate ending to your scene!


A quick sketch of the comic strip can first be accomplished in a storyboard format before a final, good copy is attempted. The strip should include a title, dialog, and color. It should be neat and imaginative.
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Chapters 13 to 16

Dear Ann Landers

Poor Joe Melby must have been very confused by the way Sara had been treating him for the past several months. Why was she always rude to him? Why did she put the “FINK” sign on his back at school?


Imagine you are Joe. In your desperation you write a letter to the advice columnist, Ann Landers, seeking her wisdom. In your letter describe the situation which has come about with Sara – a girl whom you secretly like, yet are really puzzled by her rude behavior. Ask Ann what she suggests you should do.



Now put on your best thinking cap. Write a return letter to Joe from Ann. In it suggest a possible reason why Sara is behaving this way (remember Ann would have no idea about the real circumstances) and suggest a course of action for Joe to take to restore relations with Sara.
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Chapters 17 to 19

The Interview (To be done in pairs.)

This is your opportunity to increase your knowledge about one of the following topics mentioned in The Summer of the Swans. Pair up with another student studying this novel. Each of you will select a topic from the novel to investigate. Topics might include: swans, West Virginia, coal mines, Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, Gentle Ben, the process of dying tennis shoes, motor scooters – or a relevant theme of your choice.


Investigate the theme of your choice, preparing a list of key facts (6-8). Also, you will be responsible for preparing several questions (3-4) on the theme chosen by your partner.



When your investigation and preparation is complete then you will interview each other, so that each of you will learn more about the other student’s topic.
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Chapters 20 to 23

Worth Posting!

Your assignment is to write a brief review of The Summer of the Swans for posting on a website. This is an opportunity to share your opinion of the novel with other young people who are deciding whether to read the book or not.

Your review should be at least two paragraphs in length. One paragraph should briefly describe the plot (without giving away the ending). The second paragraph should give your impression of the novel. It might be a helpful idea to mention in your review how the book might be a good read for young people with brothers or sisters who are handicapped in some way.

When writing your impression, try to include one favorable comment and one suggestion as to how the novel might be improved.

Alternative: you may wish to write a brief review of the 1974 movie, The Summer of the Swans, starring Heather Totten, Priscilla Morrill, and Reed Diamond.
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Word Search

Find the following key words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally and some are even backwards.










	brier
	frenzy
	ravine
	silhouette



	clamor
	hesitate
	revenge
	splendor



	dialog
	incredible
	routine
	tragedy



	emphatic
	ransom
	sensible
	watermelon
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	Comprehension Quiz
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	Answer each question in a complete sentence.



	1.
	What were the names of Sara’s sister and brother?
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	2.
	Sara had a problem with self-image. What does that mean in Sara’s case?
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	3.
	What did Frank convince Aunt Willie to do?
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	4.
	What had happened to Charlie when he was three years old and what was the result?
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	5.
	Why did Sara take Charlie for a walk down to the lake?
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	6.
	What white object did Charlie see outside his bedroom window? What did he think it was?
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	7.
	When Charlie first entered the woods, what noise scared him and added to his problems?
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SUBTOTAL:  /14
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Comprehension Quiz








	8.
	What object was Charlie really attached to?
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	9.
	Why did Sara turn the hose on Gretchen Wyant?
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	10.
	Why did Sara hold a grudge against Joe Melby?
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	11.
	What was the truth behind the stolen watch incident?
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	12.
	Why did Sara resent her father?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	13.
	Describe how Charlie was finally found.
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	14.
	How was Sara able to resolve some personal issues through the events described in the novel?
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SUBTOTAL:  /14












	
   1.   

Answers will vary



   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. pathetic

2. inscrutable

3. miserable

4. abruptly

5. detests

6. emphatic

7. illusion

8. concerned


	
   1.   

a)  B

b)  C

c)  B

d)  D

e)  A


	
   1.   

To help her see that her feet were quite normal in size.

   2.   

Kevin Costner and Susan Sarandon.

   3.   

He was old and probably a bit deaf.

   4.   

Answers will vary. He likes to do activities usually associated with younger children. His communication skills are those of a much younger boy.

   5.   

Answers will vary. Perhaps it gave him a sense of security.

   6.   

He might be able to get Charlie into a camp next summer. Answers will vary.


	
   1.   



Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

 1     F 

 2     G 

 3     J 

 4     D 

 5     K 

 6     I 

 7     A 

 8     L 

 9     E 

 10     B 

 11     H 

 12     C 


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    F 

c)    F 

d)    T 

e)    T 

f)    F 

   2.   

a)   2

b)   5

c)   1

d)   6

e)   3

f)   4
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   1.   

To prove it was not dangerous he offered to take Aunt Willie for a ride.

   2.   

Sara suggested that Aunt Willie was too old to ride the scooter.

   3.   

Aunt Willie screams when riding the scooter.

   4.   

Answers will vary. She compared her to her own sister, Frances, whom she considered to be beautiful.

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

He understands what people say, but he can’t talk.





	
11

	
12

	
13

	
14

	
15

	
16


















	
[image: ]

   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. elegance

2. incredible

3. abruptly

4. irritating

5. discontented

6. squint

7. rhythmic

8. tuff


	
   1.   

a) six

b)  sister’s

c) Mary

d) bread

e) frying pans

   2.   

a) university

b) abruptly

c) yoga

d) annoying

e) evenness


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. he liked it there.)

   3.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. She was suddenly dissatisfied with herself.)

   4.   

He was always so affected (i.e. a phony).

   5.   

She saw herself as tall and skinny with big feet and a crooked nose – unlike the stereotype movie star. Answers will vary.

   6.   

He had a high fever which damaged his brain.


	
Across

2. Willie

6. Charlie

8. awkwardly

10. Sara

11. soothe

13. robe

14. honey

16. whim

17. twig

18. puce

19. est

21. steam

23. tennis

24. winner

26. roast

28. slam

30. swan

31. feverish

Down

1. scratches

2. wealth

3. law

4. error

5. celebrities

7. linoleum

9. keen

12. hot

15. easy

18. panelist

22. tender

24. Wanda

25. plan

27. trash

29. maze


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

a) button

b) Aunt Willie

c) sink

d) three

e) white

f) cat

g) swans

h) yard

i) gate

j) wooded

k) wire

l) chest

m) slippers

n) hopelessness

o) room

p) lost


	
   1.   

Charlie’s.



   2.   

They turned puce.



   3.   

Dogs barking.



   4.   

The fence had kept him from his goal.



   5.   

Being in the trees / or his watch.



   6.   

Answers will vary.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. a

2. b

3. c

4. d

5. c

6. b

7. a


	
   1.   

[image: ]  A

   2.   

[image: ]  D

   3.   

[image: ]  C

   4.   

[image: ]  A

   5.   

[image: ]  B


	
   1.   

Sara – Ruined! Wanda – not that bad.



   2.   

She thought he had stolen Charlie’s watch.



   3.   

Answers will vary.



   4.   

Answers will vary (i.e. more people, including the authorities would now be involved)



   5.   

She had promised the children’s mother she would look after them.



   6.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. remote

2. sustain

3. emphatic

4. disrespectful

5. disturbing

6. revenge

7. fiercely

8. delighted

9. sensible


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    F 

c)    F 

d)    F 

e)    F 

f)    T 

   2.   

a) 5

b) 3

c) 1

d) 6

e) 2

f) 4
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   1.   

Charlie’s illness.



   2.   

He said he would call later that day and come if they hadn’t found Charlie by then.



   3.   

Answers will vary. Her father is governed by reason instead of love.



   4.   

Her father was so remote he was of no use to her.



   5.   

Answers will vary.
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25

	
26

	
27

	
28
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. b

2. a

3. d

4. c

5. a


	
   1.   

a) stamps

b) Homer

c) 10

d) brother uncle

e) ankle

f) checks

   2.   

a) transistor

b) party

c) Life

d) fence

e) guru

f) impetuously


	
   1.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. she had promised not to tell.)

   2.   

She went over to Joe Melby’s house and talked to Joe and his mother.

   3.   

He had recovered the stolen watch from the boys who were bullying Charlie, and given it back to Charlie.

   4.   

Charlie would find it cold, dark and scary.

   5.   

They would scare Charlie away.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answer will vary

Vocabulary

Answer will vary


	
   1.   

a) ravine

b) log

c) senses

d) watch

e) chipmunk

f) wail

g) asleep

h) Joe

i) forest

j) valley

k) tremble

l) cry

m) dust

n) brother

o) slipper

p) water

q) ground

   2.   

a) [image: ] A  b) [image: ] D

c) [image: ] C  d) [image: ] B


	
   1.   

County fair and school.



   2.   

Sara’s.



   3.   

Watching television.



   4.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. she was too busy).



   5.   

Trying a different strategy so Charlie will know the seriousness of the situation.

   6.   

Answers will vary.
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30

	
31

	
32

	
33

	
34


















	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

Reasons will vary.

1. d)

2. c)

3. a)

4. d)

5. b)


	
   1.   

[image: ]  C

   2.   

[image: ]  A

   3.   

[image: ]  D

   4.   

[image: ]  B

   5.   

[image: ]  C


	
   1.   

A strict routine.

   2.   

Aunt Willie’s cigar box filled with knickknacks.

   3.   

Torn pajamas, face streaked with dirt and tears, pajama jacket in shreds, joyful expression on face.

   4.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. relief)

   5.   

Losing her way in their house when she was feverish with the measles.

   6.   

He gave Charlie his watch.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. miserable

2. urgent

3. joyous

4. louse up

5. foliage

6. enormous

7. motionless

8. glide


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    F 

c)    F 

d)    T 

e)    F 

f)    T 

   2.   

a) 4

b) 5

c) 6

d) 1

e) 3

f) 2
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   1.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. She is relieved that Charlie has been found; the situation with Joe is resolved.)

   2.   

Answers will vary.

   3.   

Answers will vary. She is starting to feel more comfortable with who she is.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

When Sara finds Charlie. (Some regard Sara apologizing to Joe as the climax)

   6.   

Answers will vary.





	
35

	
36

	
37

	
38

	
39

	
40
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Word Search Answers
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   1.   

Wanda and Charlie.



   2.   

She thought she wasn’t pretty; her feet were too big; her nose crooked.



   3.   

Ride his motor scooter (and allow Wanda to ride it).



   4.   

He got a severe fever that damaged his brain.



   5.   

To see the swans.



   6.   

A white cat. A swan.



   7.   

Barking dogs.


	
   8.   

His watch.



   9.   

She called Charlie a retard.



  10.  

Sara thought Joe stole Charlie’s watch.



  11.  

Joe simply recovered the watch from some boys who were bullying Charlie, and returned it to Charlie.



  12.  

He was remote – never around.



  13.  

Sara and Joe scoured the woods shouting his name until they finally heard Charlie respond and went to him.



  14.  

She seemed to become more comfortable with who she was as a person.





	
44

	
45

	
46
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Sara, the main character in The Summer of the Swans, is going through a lot of doubts
about herself as the story opens. She is concerned about her appearance - she is not as
pretty as her older sister, Wanda, nor does she fit the Hollywood stereotype of “beauty”; her
handicapped brother, Charlie, is sometimes more of a responsibility than she can bear; her
aunt can be a pain; her father seems remote and uncaring; and Joe Melby is someone she
just can’t stand. In the chart below, list as many problems from the novel as you can, and
beside each describe how the problem was (or might be) solved.

Note: Some of the problems in the novel are not solved. If this is the case, please suggest a
possible solution.
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