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Hoot









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	
 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	• Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	• Demonstrates a basic understanding of the novel

	• Demonstrates a good understanding of the novel

	• Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	Content

• information and details relevant to focus

	• Elements incomplete; key details missing

	• Some elements complete; details missing

	• All required elements completed; key details contain some description

	• All required elements completed; enough description for clarity




	Style

• effective word choice and originality

• precise language

	• Little variety in word choice.

• Language vague and imprecise

	• Some variety in word choice.

• Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	• Good variety in word choice.

• Language precise and quite descriptive

	• Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language.




	Conventions

• Spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	•Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	• Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	• Some errors in convention

	• Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Hoot provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion because of the novel’s vivid characters and its critical and relevant themes (especially protecting the environment and bullying). Our Literature Kit™ is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. We employ a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed. One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his/her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities, etc. which match the student’s abilities. Themes include bullying, protecting endangered species, the environment, corporate greed, individuality, perseverance, dealing with difficult people and self-sacrifice.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of our resource. For each chapter or group of chapters there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

Our resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•  Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•  Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•  Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with our Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3,

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in our Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of Hoot. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	DESCRIBING WHEEL
Using a Describing Wheel, students are given the opportunity to expand their thinking and knowledge of a particular topic addressed in this novel. They are asked to select one topic of interest and place it in the inner wheel of the diagram (i.e. Florida, alligators) following this they are asked to consider describing words about the topic, which they are to enter between the spokes. Found on Page 53.











	SEQUENCE CHART
The plot of Hoot is filled with memorable events – so much so that it is a tall order to isolate the “main events” of the novel, as this assignment expects. In assigning the Sequence Chart activity, it might be helpful for the teacher to remind the students that each event selected should be a key component in moving the plot toward the climax of the novel (Roy and the others are victorious in their dispute with Mother Paula’s Pancake House). Found on Page 54.
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	COMPARE AND CONTRAST MATRIX
Hoot features an array of fascinating characters, from the eccentric, hermit-like Mullet Fingers, the bully Dana, to the rough and tumble Beatrice. For this activity the students are to choose any two characters from the novel. They are to enter the names of the two characters at the top of the framework. They are then to choose three attributes (either physical features or personality traits) to record under each character’s name. Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analysing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest, creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies



WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the novel. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets. One has been designed as an alternative to the traditional book report.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow, and finally in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

Hoot is the delightful story of Roy Eberhardt, who once again finds himself in the unenviable position of being the new boy in town (and at his school).

This time his parents have moved to Florida – and he hates it! Roy’s trouble-filled life, however, takes a turn for the better when he encounters a peculiar “running boy” – who refuses to tell Roy his real name and answers only to “Mullet Fingers”. It turns out that Mullet Fingers (through some highly irregular means) is trying to save a colony of burrowing owls from being disrupted at a local construction site. Along with the Mullet Fingers’ soccerplaying, bully-beating sister, Beatrice, Roy and his two accomplices put their ingenuity into thwarting the plans of Mother Paula’s Pancake House – who is building on the site.

Along the way Roy must deal with Dana Matherson, a dull-witted bully; the oblivious vice-principal of his school; Officer Delinko of the local police department; and Curly, the foreman of the construction site.

Roy, Mullet Fingers and Beatrice are able to gather help in their quest from some of the most unexpected sources (including Roy’s dad), and finally uncover the truth about how Mother Paula is attempting to circumvent the law in having their restaurant built on that particular site.

Suggestions for Further Reading
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	OTHER BOOKS BY CARL HIAASEN
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	Scat © 2009
Flush © 2005
Nature Girl © 2005
Skinny Dip © 2004
Basket Case © 2002
Sick Puppy © 2000
Team Rodent © 1998
Lucky You © 1997
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	OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
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	Farley Mowat, Owls in the Family © 1989
Lawrence Yep, Child of the Owl © 1965
Gertrude Chandler, Mystery of the Screech Owl © 2001
Laura Wyatt, Those Outrageous Owls © 2006
Anna Sewell, Black Beauty © 2003
E.B. White, Charlotte’s Web © 2001
Scott O’Dell, Island of the Blue Dolphins © 1971
Elizabeth George Speare, Sign of the Beaver © 1984
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Vocabulary


CHAPTERS 1 TO 2

• intent • deface • malicious • ironic • torment • heedless • reproach • perpetual • accost • skeptical • ambush • intersection • vandalized • ignition • nark • snidely • sincere • definite • consternation • swivel




CHAPTERS 3 TO 4

• portable • flabbergasted • fretful • lenient • intently • ferocious • envision • despondent • skeptical • intrigued • surveillance • decisive • hurdler • paramedic • concussion • affection • sinewy • contemplate • convenience • rival




CHAPTERS 5 TO 6

• sluggish • conceal • impenetrable • defiant • venomous • hassle • encounter • decline • intruder • priority • terminate • lawsuit • moccasins • extended • incident • surveillance • paternal • commendable • confrontation • intention




CHAPTERS 7 TO 8

• menacingly • awning • frantic • caustically • ponderous • urgent • homicide • compartment • bizarre • persistent • defiant • perpetrators • subside • static • customary • decent • informant • incentive • routine • sensational




CHAPTERS 9 TO 10

• refrain • travesty • entice • intend • exasperated • stealthily • quirky • stupendous • stalking • gnarly • confide • devastated • cronies • fiasco • incredibly • peevish • sarcasm • hoist • disability • surmise




CHAPTERS 11 TO 12

• convenient • cowling • fugitive • mahogany • commode • tolerance • conceal • indignation • intention • solemn • potential • retrieve • exposed • intriguing • mortal • resistant • skulking • accusations • distractedly • raving




CHAPTERS 13 TO 14

• obligated • concede • somber • perturbed • ordeal • dilapidated • interrogating • delicate • rebuke • obnoxious • grimly • evidently • presumably • automatically • apprehension • tactics • persist • sympathize • reconnaissance • reluctance




CHAPTERS 15 TO 16

• anticipate • pathetic • vile • ferocious • patronizing • indentation • strategic • sarcastic • distressed • pursuit • malevolently • expired • castanets • embark • florid • liberation • reputation • distressed • confident • conveniently




CHAPTERS 17 TO 19

• rankle • phenomenal • perpetrate • agitate • pilfer • defy • hastily • definitely • incredibly • tormentor • detention • fledglings • artificial • technical • casually • silhouettes • expectantly • pilfer • wince • defied




CHAPTERS 20 TO EPILOGUE

• dignitary • gesture • desperation • impertinent • confront • melodramatic • impromptu • exultant • miffed • indignant • commendation • impact • decoy • uncomplicated • futile • elegant • pilothouse • manufactured • commerce • bogus
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Carl Hiaasen

Carl Hiaasen was born and raised in Plantation, Florida in 1953. Carl now lives in Miami, Florida, where he writes a column for the Miami Herald newspaper.

[image: ]

He has received a number of state and national honors for his journalism and commentary, which have also appeared in such periodicals as Sports Illustrated, Time and Life magazines.

Carl began writing novels (for an adult audience) in the early 1980’s with a friend, the late William D. Montalbano. Together they produced three mystery thrillers -- Powder Burn, Trap Line and Double Whammy -- which were partially based on their own reporting experiences. Since then Carl has written a number of acclaimed novels for an adult audience. Carl’s wry sense of humor marks all of his written work.

In 2002 he made his debut as a novelist for Young Readers with Hoot, which was awarded a Newbery Honor and spent more than two years on the New York Times bestseller lists. In 2005 his second novel for young readers, the bestselling Flush was published, and then in 2009, Scat. The film version of Hoot was released in 2006, starring Logan Lerman.
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•  Carl wrote Hoot so he could give it to his nephew, nieces and stepson to read.

•  Carl knew from a young age that he wanted to be a writer. He got a typewriter when he was six, and was hooked.

•  Carl is deeply concerned about the human race. He thinks everyone should be able to grow up in a place where one can always see a bald eagle or a manatee or a school of dolphins - or a pair of little burrowing owls, for that matter.
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Chapters One to Two
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	Answer the questions in complete sentences.




1.  Have you ever moved to another home or changed schools? What do you think would be the most difficult thing about living through such an experience?

 

 

2.  Describe one strategy you might use when dealing with a bully.
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word.














	 
	reproach
	perpetual
	heedless
	 



	torment
	intent
	ironic
	deface
	malicious
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	1.
	My little brother was engrossed with his toys when she entered the playroom.
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	2.
	Do you think he meant to disfigure the painting or was it an accident?
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	3.
	Samantha has a very mean temperament.
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	4.
	The results of the survey seem unusual and contradictory.
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	5.
	I didn’t think he would harass you so much.
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	6.
	Mr. Smythe’s attitude gave the impression that he was uncaring about the results of the ball game.
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	7.
	Her boss will have to reprimand her if she continues her shoddy work habits.
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	8.
	My defensive play is a constant concern of our coach.
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Chapters One to Two
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1.  Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.









	a)
	The school bus bully was named:
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	A
	Roy Monday



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Dana Matherson
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	C
	Dana Delinko
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	D
	Curly Matherson



	b)
	The police officer was called to the future site of:
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	A
	Rochester’s Waffle Grill and Sporting Goods Store



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	McDonalds
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	C
	Mother Paula’s All-American Pancake House
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	D
	Miami Heat’s new stadium



	c)
	Vandalism on the site was considered serious because it:
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	A
	broke several windows
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	B
	messed up the construction schedule
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	C
	destroyed a lot of property
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	D
	stole several stakes



	d)
	Although Roy didn’t have a skateboard, he had a:
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	A
	pogo stick



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	motorcycle



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	a Segway PT
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	D
	snowboard



	e)
	The boy that Roy saw running wasn’t wearing:
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	A
	shoes
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	B
	a shirt
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	C
	pants
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	D
	anything
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Chapters One to Two
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	Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.




1.  Why didn’t Roy agree with Garrett that the running boy was a high school kid?

 

 

2.  Why do you think that Roy decided to chase the running boy?

 

 

3.  Describe how the chase ended for Roy.

 

 

4.  Why had Roy been so upset about moving to Florida with his family?

 

 

5.  Why do you think Roy found the curly-haired girl so scary at the end of Chapter 2?

 

 

6.  Near the beginning of Chapter One there is an interesting example of irony: the character named Curly is actually bald. Later in the chapter Roy mentions that he thought it ironic that Garrett’s mother was the school’s guidance counselor. Explain why he thought this.
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	In the first two chapters the events are unfolding mainly through the point of view of Roy. Imagine how the running boy must have felt to be chased by Roy. Write a journal entry from the running boy’s point of view, describing your feelings, and perhaps even explaining where you were going when you were being chased by Roy.
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Chapters Three to Four


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Have you or a friend ever been unfairly punished for something? Describe how this felt.

 

 

2.  What must it feel like to know that someone doesn’t like you, but you don’t know why?
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.













	 1 
	portable
	 
	forgiving
	 A 



	 2 
	flabbergasted
	 
	imagine
	 B 



	 3 
	fretful
	 
	sad
	 C 



	 4 
	lenient
	 
	observation
	 D 



	 5 
	intently
	 
	firm
	 E 



	 6 
	ferocious
	 
	bloodthirsty
	 F 



	 7 
	envision
	 
	doubtful
	 G 



	 8 
	despondent
	 
	fascinated
	 H 



	 9 
	skeptical
	 
	movable
	 I 



	10
	intrigued
	 
	worried
	 J 



	11
	surveillance
	 
	carefully
	 K 



	 12 
	decisive
	 
	astonished
	 L 
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Chapters Three to Four
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	1.
	Circle    T   if the statement is TRUE or   F   if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Curly thought the truck tires had been slashed, but all someone did was let the air out.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Roy broke one of Dana Matherson’s front teeth.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Both the paramedics and the school nurse had checked Roy over after being hit with the golf ball.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Roy’s dad was getting old and forgetful.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Roy’s parents were concerned when he showed them the marks on his neck.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	The poster in Roy’s bedroom warned about the dangers of approaching a Siberian tiger.






2.  Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.









	 

	
	a)
	Roy’s parents quiz him as to the events of his fight with Dana.



	 

	
	b)
	Roy discusses his situation with Garrett at school.



	 

	
	c)
	Officer Delinko investigates Curly’s concerns of vandalism at the construction site.



	 

	
	d)
	Officer Delinko’s cruiser is vandalized while he is on surveillance at the construction site.



	 

	
	e)
	Roy writes Dana a letter of apology.



	 

	
	f)
	Roy’s mother makes him stay home all weekend.
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Chapters Three to Four
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	Answer each question with a complete sentence.




1.  Why did Officer Delinko smile at the name painted on the latrines at the construction site?

 

 

2.  Describe what surprised Officer Delinko when he investigated the latrines.

 

3.  Roy’s mother says at one point, “fighting is never the right thing”. Do you agree with this statement? Defend your answer.

 

 

4.  The author seems to enjoy using unique expressions. One expression that occurs in Chapter 4 is, “She’s hacked off at me”. Rewrite this expression in your own words.

 

 

5.  Why did Officer Delinko choose to go to the construction site so early in the morning? Describe what resulted from this decision.

 

 

6.  Describe Beatrice’s reaction to Roy confronting her in the cafeteria? Why do you think she responded in this manner?
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	Imagine that you are Dana. You have been home from school now for a few days waiting for the swelling in your eye to go down. Write a journal entry describing your plans for revenge when you return to school.
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Chapters Five to Six


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  In this chapter Roy meets two very dangerous animals. What animal would you least like to meet in the wilderness? Why?

 

 

2.  Give an example from your own experiences of when you had to suffer the consequences for something you did or didn’t do?
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.












	encounter
	hassle
	decline
	conceal



	impenetrable
	venomous
	defiant
	sluggish




1.  After spending all night in the car, John felt very __________________ in the morning.

2.  Do you know if the bandits tried to __________________ the diamonds in the old mansion?

3.  The safecrackers found that despite their best efforts, the bank safe proved to be _________________________.

4.  Rachel is a most __________________ little girl.

5.  Roy wasn’t sure at first whether or not the reptile was _________________________.

6.  It was always a huge __________________ to visit my grandparents.

7.  Did you ever ______________________ someone as disagreeable as Nellie Olsen?

8.  “I’m afraid I’m going to have to __________________ your offer,” she said sadly.
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Chapters Five to Six
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1.  Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

a)  Roy’s school had decided not to take any disciplinary action against Dana Matherson because they were afraid Dana’s parents were considering a ____________________.

b)  Inside the third bag Roy found a number of poisonous ____________________.

c)  Once while hiking in Montana, Roy came face to face with three ______________.

d)  The police chief said that the officer fell asleep during surveillance duty because of some ____________________ he was taking.

e)  The longer Dana stayed away from school, the ____________________ he would be when he finally returned.


2.  Use the words in the box to answer each question.










	bike
	shoe
	party
	desk
	file
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	a)
	Mullet Fingers said that the snakes had sparkles on their tails because they were going to a _________.
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	b)
	The repair bill for the car was placed in Officer Delinko’s personnel _________.



	[image: ]
	c)
	As punishment, Officer Delinko was assigned to _________ duty.



	[image: ]
	d)
	While at the golf course, Roy’s _________ was stolen.



	[image: ]
	e)
	Both the man at the construction site and Beatrice Leep wondered what Roy had in the _________ box.
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Chapters Five to Six
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	Answer the questions in complete sentences.




1.  Why do you think that Mullet Fingers put sparkles on the snakes’ tails?

 

 

2.  Describe what happened when Curly saw Roy at the construction site. What made him act this way?

 

 

3.  Why do you think Mullet Fingers refused to tell Roy his real name?

 

 

4.  The ending of Chapter 5 can be described as a cliffhanger. What is meant by this term and why do you think an author might use this device?

 

 

5.  Why did Roy decide not to tell his parents about his adventures with Mullet Fingers?

 

 

6.  What were the kids at school taking bets on?
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	Imagine you are Roy. Write a journal entry describing your adventures in these chapters. Be sure to include your thoughts about how these events made you feel.
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Chapters Seven to Eight
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	Word List



	banter
	incentives
	sacks



	Beatrice
	ma
	sandy



	cop
	mashed
	saved



	Delinko
	Matherson
	sergeant



	destroy
	Montana
	staff



	Eberhardt
	mother
	Trace



	endowed
	NB
	twenty



	entering
	nests
	wished



	eve
	noise
	yes



	eye
	Omaha
	 



	Florida
	risen
	 



	hands
	Roy
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	   Across    




	2.
	Dana _______.



	8.
	 Dana was ____ with muscles.



	10.
	 Rewards.



	12.
	 Joking, teasing.



	13.
	 To ruin.



	15.
	 Short for MOTHER.



	16.
	 Short for IMPORTANT.



	18.
	 One of these was filled with snakes.



	19.
	 A rank in the army or police force.



	22.
	 Not feet.



	23.
	 Roy’s state.



	25.
	 The main character of HOOT.



	26.
	 Din.



	28.
	 ___ potatoes.



	29.
	 Roy’s surname.




	






	   Down    




	1.
	An organ of sight.



	2.
	Roy moved to Florida from here.



	3.
	After nineteen.



	4.
	Going into.



	5.
	He ____ his money.



	6.
	The ospreys built messy ____.



	7.
	Policeman.



	9.
	Officer _______.



	11.
	First name of Roy’s school.



	14.
	Opposite of NO.



	15.
	______ Paula’s Pancake House.



	17.
	_______ Leep.



	18.
	A group of employees.



	19.
	A blondish hair color.



	20.
	Assume an upright position.



	21.
	Wanted; desired.



	24.
	A city in Nebraska.



	27.
	The night before Christmas.
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Chapters Seven to Eight
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1.  Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

     Beatrice gave Roy a ride on the [image: ] of her bike. She took him to a [image: ] filled with wrecked [image: ]. Beatrice finally led him into the back of a [image: ] truck where there was a [image: ] rolled up in a corner. Roy was sure that he could smell fresh-baked [image: ].

Beatrice wanted to find out what was in the [image: ], and was surprised to find that it contained [image: ]. Roy wanted to give them to the [image: ] who went running by the bus stop. While they were there, a [image: ] came by and whacked one of the [image: ]. Beatrice promised to give the barefoot boy the [image: ], if Roy would leave him [image: ].

Instead of calling it a police department, Coconut Grove referred to it as the [image: ] Safety Department. Delinko’s older brother was a [image: ] detective. Officer Delinko gave [image: ] a ride home because [image: ] gave his bicycle a flat tire.











	2.

	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.




	 
	When Roy went with Beatrice at the start of Chapter 7, he was only interested in retrieving his ___ and going home.



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Backpack



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	bicycle



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	ball glove



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	wallet














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seven to Eight







	[image: ]
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.




1.  Why was Roy allowed back on the bus before his suspension was over?

 

2.  What did Roy suspect was his mother’s ulterior motive in her determination to get Roy’s bus privileges back?

 

 

3.  Why was Curly under so much pressure in Chapter 8?

 

 

4.  What did Chuck Muckle tell Curly to get?

 

 

5.  How were the ospreys encouraging to Roy?

 

 

6.  Describe what stopped Dana’s assault on Roy at the end of Chapter 8.

 

 








	[image: ]

	Imagine you are Curly. Write a journal entry describing your feelings after getting off the phone with Chuck Muckle.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Nine to Ten

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Bertrand Russell once said, “I would never die for my beliefs because I might be wrong.” In the coming chapters we learn just how strongly Mullet Fingers believes in something, and how much he is willing to sacrifice for these beliefs. Think about the quote by Bertrand Russell. What do you think Mullet Fingers would say in response to Mr. Russell?

 

 

2.  How do you feel about the above quote? Do you agree with Mr. Russell, or disagree? Defend your answer.

 

 








	[image: ]

	Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.














	1.
	Do you think he will refrain from asking his parents for an advance on his allowance?



	 
	a) desist
	b) almost
	c) commit
	d) intrigue



	2.
	His science project was a real travesty.



	 
	a) success
	b) disaster
	c) accomplishment
	d) highlight



	3.
	The wicked witch tried to entice Edmund.



	 
	a) topple
	b) annoy
	c) lure
	d) stupefy



	4.
	She didn’t intend on hurting her brother’s feelings.



	 
	a) nonchalant
	b) eager
	c) patient
	d) aim



	5.
	Chelsea was very exasperated with the state of things on the soccer team.



	 
	a) puzzled
	b) pleased
	c) frustrated
	d) overjoyed














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Nine to Ten

[image: ]

Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.









	1.
	Who warned Roy about Dana at the beginning of Chapter 9?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Garrett



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Beatrice



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Mullet Fingers



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Miss Hennepin



	2.
	Roy knew that if he reported Dana to Miss Hennepin she would:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	call Dana’s parents



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	suspend him from school



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	give him the strap



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	give him a stern lecture



	3.
	Roy considered himself to be too _______ for his own good.



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	smart-mouthed



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	bad-tempered



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	proud



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	cowardly



	4.
	Roy’s strategy when boarding the bus in Chapter 9 was:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	to get a seat near the front



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	to let the driver know about Dana



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	to get a seat near the back



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	to sit beside Beatrice



	5.
	What caused Kalo to remove his dogs from the construction site?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	the heavy rain



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	snakes



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	alligators



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	poison hamburger












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Nine to Ten







	[image: ]
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.




1.  What was Roy’s dad’s philosophy regarding fighting? Do you agree or disagree with his views? Why?

 

 

2.  What did Roy consider to be his duty as an only child?

 

 

3.  What did Beatrice do to Dana? What might result from this action?

 

 

4.  What did Beatrice want from Roy’s house? What excuse did they give to his mother for needing this stuff?

 

 

5.  What did they really need it for?

 

 

6.  Describe Beatrice’s family situation. Why did she live with her dad instead of her mom?

 

 








	[image: ]

	Imagine you are Mullet Fingers. Write a journal entry describing your adventures with the Rottweilers.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eleven to Twelve

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  It is said that everybody loves an underdog. What is meant by an underdog?

 

 

2.  In these two chapters Roy makes a fairly large sacrifice for his friends. Tell about a time when either you or a friend made a sacrifice to help someone else.

 

 








	[image: ]

	Choose a word from the list to complete each definition.





 






	conceal
	cowling
	indignation
	tolerance



	mahogany
	fugitive
	convenient
	commode




1.  When something is useful or agreeable it is usually quite ____________________.

2.  ____________________ is a reddish-brown wood used for making furniture.

3.  A ____________________ is a streamlined metal housing or removable covering for an engine.

4.  A _______________ is someone who is fleeing (usually from the law).

5.  A portable toilet is also known as a_________________.

6.  _________________ is a fair, objective, and permissive attitude toward opinions and practices that differ from one’s own.

7.  To express strong displeasure is to express one’s __________________.

8.  To hide something is to ____________ it.











	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eleven to Twelve

[image: ]


1.  Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.










	 
	T
	F
	a)
	When Officer Delinko visited the construction site, he found a torn piece of fabric on the steps of the trailer.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Curly watched a soccer game on television which was being played in Quito, Ecuador.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Curly takes a shot at a mouse and hits the commode.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Beatrice told the doctor that Mullet Fingers’ parents worked on a crab boat.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Beatrice left Roy at the hospital to go home and prepare for a test at school the next day.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Mr. Eberhardt told the clerk he would drop-kick him all the way to Chokoloskee, if he didn’t let him in to see his son.







2.  Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.









	 

	 
	a)
	The clerk prevents the Eberhardts from visiting their son.



	 

	 
	b)
	Roy tells the people at the hospital that Mullet Finger’s name is Roy Eberhardt.



	 

	 
	c)
	Beatrice and Roy are spooked by a cop and leave the bike behind.



	 

	 
	d)
	Mutton Fingers disappears from the emergency ward.



	 

	 
	e)
	Beatrice and Roy take Mullet Fingers to the emergency ward.



	 

	 
	f)
	The emergency room calls Roy’s parents.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eleven to Twelve







	[image: ]
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.




1.  Why did Beatrice object to Roy flagging down the policeman?

 

 

2.  Chapter 11 ends as a “cliffhanger”. Explain why this is true.

 

 

3.  Why did Roy give the doctor his own name when they were asked for Mullet Fingers’ name?

 

 

4.  What reason did the clerk give the Eberhardts for not allowing them to see their “son”?

 

 

5.  Why do you think the doctor gave instructions that “no one” be allowed to see Mullet Fingers?

 

 








	[image: ]

	Imagine you are Roy. Write a journal entry in which you interview either Beatrice or Mullet Fingers regarding their family life/upbringing and their views on protecting the environment (including wildlife). Be sure to include at least five questions as well as their answers.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Thirteen to Fourteen

[image: ]


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Being a good parent is often a very difficult responsibility. How do you think Roy’s parents will deal with him after what happened in Chapter 12?

 

 

2.  If you were Roy’s parents, how would you deal with this situation?

 

 




[image: ]

Circle the correct word that matches the meaning of the underlined word.











	1.
	Roy was obligated to buy his cousin a birthday present.



	 
	a) annoyed
	b) committed
	c) surprised
	d) impressed



	2.
	She was forced to concede the point to her opponent.



	 
	a) grant
	b) exhaust
	c) sell
	d) sign-over



	3.
	The mood in the hotel banquet room was most somber.



	 
	a) loving
	b) joyous
	c) silly
	d) serious



	4.
	“I am most perturbed at this situation,” Rhonda stated.



	 
	a) puzzled
	b) relieved
	c) annoyed
	d) satisfied



	5.
	She didn’t expect the trip to be such an ordeal.



	 
	a) trial
	b) expense
	c) threat
	d) picnic














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Thirteen to Fourteen

[image: ]

1.  Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

a)   Roy showed his dad a picture of the ____________________ in “The Sibley Guide to Birds”.

b)   Roy figured that taking a ____________________ from his dad would probably be easier than explaining all about his recent adventures.

c)   Roy reminded his dad of the time that his dad had dropped his ________________ in the river.

d)   Before going to sleep, Roy tried to read a book from school called, “A __________ Remembered”.

e)   The first thing Saturday morning Roy received a phone call from ______________.


2.  Use the words in the box to answer each question.










	permits
	homework
	obnoxious
	dens
	truancy











	[image: ]
	a)
	If Mother Paula’s people bulldoze that property, they’ll bury all the _________.



	[image: ]
	b)
	Roy’s dad told him that the Mother Paula people probably had all the necessary paperwork and _________.



	[image: ]
	c)
	Roy was afraid that his dad would report Mullet Fingers for _________.



	[image: ]
	d)
	Roy’s impression of Mrs. Leep was that she was illtempered and _________ .



	[image: ]
	e)
	Mr. Matherson thought that Roy was there to collect money for doing Dana’s _________ .














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Thirteen to Fourteen







	[image: ]
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.




1.  In Roy’s conversation with his dad in Chapter 13, why do you think he was eager to keep his dad talking about the owls?

 

 

2.  Describe Roy’s mom’s reaction when he told her that Mullet Fingers’ mom didn’t want him.

 

 

3.  What did Roy mean at the end of Chapter 13 regarding the argument between his heart and his brain?

 

 

4.  Give your own opinion about whether you think your heart or your brain would usually be the most reliable in such an argument.

 

 

5.  Describe your impression of Beatrice’s stepmother (appearance and behavior).

 

 








	[image: ]

	Imagine that you are either Roy’s mom or his dad. Roy has given them a great deal to think about regarding Mullet Fingers, the owls, and his own behavior during the past few days. From either parent’s perspective, create a journal entry following the events outlined in Chapter 13 describing your reaction and feelings.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Fifteen to Sixteen

[image: ]


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Describe a time when you had a most difficult decision to make. How did you feel leading up to this decision? What were the results?

 

 

2.  Revenge! Roy has put up with a lot from Dana. In the next chapter he gets a measure of revenge. Predict how Roy might go about exacting revenge on Dana.

 

 




[image: ]

Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure that the meaning of each word is clear in your sentence.









	a)

	anticipate

	 
	 




	b)

	pathetic

	 
	 




	c)

	vile

	 
	 




	d)

	ferocious

	 
	 




	e)

	patronizing

	 
	 




	f)

	indentation

	 
	 




	g)

	strategic

	 
	 




	h)

	sarcastic

	 
	 




	i)

	distressed

	 
	 















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Fifteen to Sixteen

[image: ]

1.  Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

Roy wished that he was as [image: ] as the bull rider pictured in his poster. He had serious qualms about trying anything [image: ]. Roy decided to go over to Dana’s house where he got his attention by [image: ] him. When Dana finally caught Roy, Roy told him about a stash of [image: ]which were kept in the [image: ] at the construction site. Dana swore on [image: ] the parakeet’s grave that he would never bully Roy again.

To discourage intruders, Curly placed several [image: ] around the construction site. He also rented a movie to watch starring Kimberly Lou [image: ], the actress who played Mother [image: ]. When Curly caught Dana on the construction site, Dana told him that his name was [image: ]. After escaping from Curly, Dana was caught by Officer [image: ].


2.   Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:







	






	a)
	Roy’s supper was late because:



	[image: ]
	A
	his dad was golfing.



	[image: ]
	B
	his dad was working late.



	[image: ]
	C
	his mom was out shopping.



	[image: ]
	D
	the electricity went out.



	






	b)
	On Sunday morning, who dropped by to see Roy?



	[image: ]
	A
	Officer Delinko



	[image: ]
	B
	Beatrice



	[image: ]
	C
	Mullet Fingers



	[image: ]
	D
	Garrett





	






	c)
	Dana would likely be sent to



	[image: ]
	A
	reform school.



	[image: ]
	B
	jail.



	[image: ]
	C
	juvenile hall.



	[image: ]
	D
	a foster home.



	






	d)
	Where did Roy and his dad go?



	[image: ]
	A
	Disney World



	[image: ]
	B
	the Everglades



	[image: ]
	C
	to an NBA game



	[image: ]
	D
	back to Montana















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Fifteen to Sixteen







	[image: ]
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.




1.  Describe in detail what happened to Dana at the construction site.

 

 

2.  Roy was quite creative in the way that he lured Dana onto the construction site. What else does this incident tell you about Roy? About Dana?

 

 

3.  What other things did Dana’s rap sheet include?

 

 

4.  What had Mullet Fingers done to the earthmoving machines? Why was this such an effective strategy?

 

 

5.  Why was it such a serious thing for Curly to have lost his gun?

 

 

6.  Predict: Roy asks his dad about how he would check on whether the people from Mother Paula’s Pancake House had completed all the correct permits. Where do you think the author is going with this storyline?

 

 








	[image: ]

	Curly must have been extremely frustrated by the end of Chapter 16. Create a journal entry for this poor man describing his feelings and frustrations at this point in the story. You might also include some possible plans he has for thwarting the vandals that are making his life so miserable.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seventeen to Nineteen

[image: ]


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Roy displays creativity and perseverance in his quest to save the owls. Why do you think these two characteristics might be critical for success in circumstances such as these?

 

 

2.  Why is it unlikely that despite all of Mullet Fingers’ efforts, he will not be successful in stopping the construction project?

 

 




[image: ]

In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word which does not belong. Then write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.










	1.
	a) rankle
	b) embitter
	c) aggravate
	d) conquer




 










	2.
	a) phenomenal
	b) sensational
	c) bogus
	d) wondrous




 










	3.
	a) abstain
	b) commit
	c) execute
	d) perpetrate




 










	4.
	a) agitate
	b) disturb
	c) rouse
	d) tranquilize




 










	5.
	a) pilfer
	b) contribute
	c) steal
	d) embezzle




 











	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seventeen to Nineteen







	[image: ]
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.













	 
	1.
	If asked, Curly was to tell people that the owl burrows were:



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	the home of gophers.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	non-existent.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	deserted.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	all of the above.



	 
	2.
	According to one of Beatrice’s teammates, how did Beatrice break her tooth?



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	she fell down some steps.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	at last evening’s soccer match.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	she was struck by her mother.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	eating some hard candy.



	 
	3.
	The piece of evidence that caused Officer Delinko to doubt that Dana was the vandal.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Curly’s gun



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	the piece of shirt found at the crime scene



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	a sneaker that was much too small to fit Dana



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	none of the above



	 
	4.
	What was it that caused Officer Delinko to start having second thoughts about the construction of the Pancake House?



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	the phoniness of Miss Paula



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	the burrowing owls



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Curly’s lies



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	a phone call from his mother



	 
	5.
	What was the one suspicious thing that Officer Delinko observed while on duty at the construction site the night before the grand opening?



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	what sounded like a couple of people whistling



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	the sound of a motor bike



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	flashes of light



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	faint rattles, chirps and clangs












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seventeen to Nineteen







	[image: ]
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.




1.  Why was the ground-breaking ceremony moved up to Wednesday?

 

 

2.  Describe how Dana’s story changed after speaking to his lawyer. How do you think this came about?

 

 

3.  Describe how Officer Delinko discovered that Dana could not possibly have put the alligators into the toilets at the construction site.

 

 

4.  What important documents did Roy find missing from the files regarding the construction of Mother Paula’s Pancake House? What might this possibly mean?

 

 

5.  Why do you think Roy’s dad gave him permission to go to the ground-breaking ceremony?

 

 

6.  Describe your impression of the actress playing Mother Paula?

 

 








	[image: ]

	Roy now is very suspicious about whether the Mother Paula people have been strictly honest in getting the proper permission to build on that particular site. What would Roy’s journal entry look like the night before the ground-breaking ceremony? Using your imagination create a journal entry for Roy, discussing your suspicions and plans for the next day.















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters 20 - Epilogue

[image: ]

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  What is meant by the climax of a story? When does it usually occur in a novel?

 

 

2.  Predict what you think might happen in these final chapters.

 

 


[image: ]

Choose a word from the list that means the same as the underlined word.









	impertinent
	dignitary
	desperation
	confront



	exultant
	melodramatic
	impromptu
	gesture











	[image: ]
	1.
	No one expected his father to be a bigwig at the festivities.



	[image: ]
	2.
	Did Marjorie beckon to you while you were on duty?



	[image: ]
	3.
	Aaden was filled with hopelessness when the rowboat drifted away.



	[image: ]
	4.
	She is a very sassy young lady.



	[image: ]
	5.
	Did you ever think to challenge your teacher for his peculiar views?



	[image: ]
	6.
	I find your brother to be a very artificial actor.



	[image: ]
	7.
	The whole situation seemed very unrehearsed.



	[image: ]
	8.
	The audience’s reaction to her speech could be described as ecstatic.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters 20 - Epilogue

[image: ]


1.  Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.










	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Even before the ceremonies started, the owls started to swoop around and cause a commotion.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Coconut Cove was to be the 469th Mother Paula Pancake House restaurant.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Roy yelled, “Oh no, you won’t”, when Mother Paula said, “I’ll see you at the grand opening.”



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Mullet Fingers told the crowd that he had a bunch of tarantulas in the bucket.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Mullet Fingers’ real name was Napolean Bridger.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Kimberly Lou Dixon (Mother Paula) signed a deal to appear in the next Jim Carrey movie.







2.  Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.









	 

	 
	a)
	Chuck Muckle makes a fool of himself “killing” the creatures in the tin bucket.



	 

	 
	b)
	An owl lights on Mullet Fingers’ head.



	 

	 
	c)
	The truth of the missing E.I.S. is discovered.



	 

	 
	d)
	Chuck Muckle introduces the mayor, city councilman and the head of the chamber of commerce to the audience.



	 

	 
	e)
	Roy passes around his camera with the pictures of the owls.



	 

	 
	f)
	Roy tells the crowd about the owls being endangered by the project.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters 20 - Epilogue







	[image: ]
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.




1.  Who turned up at the grand opening of Mother Paula’s Pancake House that startled Roy?

 

 

2.  Why weren’t the pictures that Mullet Fingers took very effective?

 

 

3.  Describe how Mullet Fingers captured the crowd’s attention.

 

 

4.  Compare how you feel the incidents of this novel will affect the careers of Officer Delinko and Curly.

 

 

5.  Describe how Roy’s dad contributed to saving the owls.

 

 

6.  Refer back to Question #1 in the “Before Reading” section. When do you think the climax occurred in this novel? Why?

 

 








	[image: ]

	What did you think of the novel’s concluding scene? Was it realistic and satisfying? Compose a final journal entry giving your impression of this conclusion.














	 
	[image: ]




Chapters 1 to 4

Anagrams

An anagram is a word that is formed by changing the order of the letters of another word. For example, the letters in the word FROM can also form the word FORM. Follow these directions to form the anagrams: a) read the clue in the righthand column. b) Using the word in the left-hand column move the letters around in any order, but you must use all the letters. Each of the words in the left-hand column are found in the first four chapters of Hoot.








	Word
	Anagram
	Clue



	slow
	
	An important character in this novel



	hoses
	
	Something that Mullet Fingers didn’t own



	brace tie
	
	Another important character in this novel



	aged ma
	
	To ruin or harm



	skid
	
	Children



	grown
	
	Incorrect




 







	 
	[image: ]




Chapters 5 to 8


Acrostic Poem: An Acrostic Poem is one in which certain letters, usually the first in each line form a word or message when read in a sequence. The length of the poem, of course, depends on the number of letters in the topic. Here is a short example.

Oh so haunting in the night
When it sings its
Lonely tune



For this assignment you have two alternatives.

A. Investigate in your school library or the Internet and find examples of acrostic poems. Record your favorite on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to acknowledge the author.

B. Invent your own acrostic poem using a theme from the novel, Hoot. Remember to follow the guidelines mentioned above.









	[image: ]
	 




Chapters 9 to 12

A Comic Strip

This activity is especially for students with an artistic flair or who love comic books! It can be done for events included in Chapters 9 – 12, or from Chapters 1 to 12. The first step is to decide on the length of your comic strip (6 to 12 frames is suggested); next consider what events you will include. You may wish to highlight a brief incident (i.e. Roy, Beatrice and Mullet Fingers visit the Emergency Ward), or encompass the highlights of the novel to this point. You may even want to provide an alternate ending to your scene!


A quick sketch of the comic strip can first be accomplished in a storyboard format before a final, good copy is attempted. The strip should include a title, dialog, and color. It should be neat and imaginative.



 







	[image: ]
	 




Chapters 13 to 16

Similes

The author enjoys using similes (a comparison of two things using “like” or “as”) to compare things in this novel. An example from Chapter 13 is, “Insects as thick as confetti”. In this example, the thickness of the insects is compared with confetti.


From your own imagination, create five of your own similes. To get you started, two examples are started for you below - then come up with an additional three examples of your own.

• Compare a summer evening with ___.

• Compare a Rotweiller with ____.



As a bonus activity, keep your eyes open for other examples of this literary device in the novel, and record any you find.









	 
	[image: ]




Chapters 17 to 18

The Interview (To be done in pairs.)

This is your opportunity to find out what your classmates think about the novel, Hoot, thus far in your reading.

Pair up with another student in your class who is reading the novel. Each of you will interview the other to find out his/her feelings about the experience thus far.


Prepare a list of four questions to ask your partner. These questions may involve particular characters of the novel (i.e. Roy, Curly, Mullet Fingers, Beatrice, Officer Delinko, Dana) to discover their feelings about one or more of these characters. The questions could involve an incident in the story itself (i.e. Officer Delinko meets the burrowing owl on his patrol) – or you may ask them what their favorite scene of the story is. Try to come up with four dandy questions.



After asking the questions and recording your partner’s answers, then it is your turn to answer your partner’s questions about the novel. It is important that you give thought to each of your responses, and make them as interesting as possible.

 







	 
	[image: ]




Chapters 19 - Epilogue

Worth Posting!

Your assignment is to write a brief review of Hoot for posting on a website. This is an opportunity to share your thoughts on the novel with other young people who are deciding whether or not to read it.

Your review should be at least two paragraphs in length. One paragraph should briefly describe the plot (without giving away the ending). The second paragraph should give your impression of the novel. It might be a helpful idea to mention in your review how the book might be a good read for young people who enjoy helping other people.

When writing your impression, try to include one favorable comment and one suggestion as to how the novel might be improved.
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Word Search

Find the following key words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally and some are even backwards.










	benefit
	defiant
	German
	perpetrators



	bizarre
	Florida
	Jupiter
	portray



	burrowing
	fragment
	Kalo
	urgent



	Curly
	frantic
	obligated
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Comprehension Quiz








	Answer each question in a complete sentence.
	[image: ]



	1.
	Where did Roy and his family move to Florida from?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	2.
	Where did Dana usually bully Roy?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	3.
	What was peculiar about how the “running boy” was dressed?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	4.
	What did Mullet Fingers plant on the grounds of the construction site? What did he plant in the toilets?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	5.
	What prank did Mullet Fingers play on Officer Delinko?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	6.
	Describe the kind of home life that Beatrice and Mullet Fingers experienced.



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	7.
	Describe how Roy set Dana up.
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SUBTOTAL:  /14
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Comprehension Quiz








	8.
	Who protected Roy from Dana on a couple of occasions?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	9.
	How did Mullet Fingers tamper with the earthmoving machines?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	10.
	Why was it ironic that Garrett skipped school a lot?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	11.
	Why did they have to schedule the ground-breaking ceremony for Mother Paula’s Pancake House when they did?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	12.
	How did Roy’s teacher, Mr. Ryan end up showing his support for Roy?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	13.
	Describe how Mother Paula’s Pancake House broke the law.
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	14.
	Describe what stunt Mullet Fingers pulled in the climactic scene of the novel.
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SUBTOTAL:  /14












	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. intent

2. deface

3. malicious

4. ironic

5. torment

6. heedless

7. reproach

8. perpetual


	
   1.   

a) B

b) C

c) B

d) D

e) A


	
   1.   

The high school kids were off the streets long before the middle school buses finished their routes.

   2.   

Answers will vary (i.e. curiosity.)

   3.   

He was hit by a golf ball.

   4.   

His family moved a lot, and he really liked living in Montana.

   5.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. the girl was taller than him, had wide shoulders and muscular legs).

   6.   

Garrett skipped school a lot.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

 1   I 

 2   L 

 3   J 

 4   A 

 5   K 

 6   F 

 7   B 

 8   C 

 9   G 

10  H 

11  D 

12  E 


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    F 

c)    T 

d)    F 

e)    T 

f)    F 

   2.   

a) 2

b) 5

c) 1

d) 6

e) 3

f) 4
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   1.   

The name “Travelin’ Johnny” was meant as a joke.

   2.   

There were alligators in the toilets.

   3.   

Answers will vary.

   4.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. She’s angry with me.)

   5.   

To catch the vandals. Someone spraypainted the windows of his cruiser.

   6.   

She appeared to be in a state of shock. Answers will vary (i.e. no one had spoken to her so bluntly before).





	
11

	
12

	
13

	
14

	
15

	
16
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. sluggish

2. conceal

3. impenetrable

4. defiant

5. venomous

6. hassle

7. encounter

8. decline


	
   1.   

a) lawsuit

b) snakes

c) grizzly bears

d) medication

e) nastier



   2.   

a) party

b) file

c) desk

d) bike

e) shoe


	
   1.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. to make them more visible).

   2.   

He was very angry with Roy. The vandalism had made him edgy.

   3.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. to protect himself from authorities).

   4.   

Often leaves the main character in a dangerous situation. Hopefully the reader will continue with the book.

   5.   

He didn’t want to get Mullet Fingers in more trouble.

   6.   

How many times Dana would beat Roy up.


	
Across

2. Matherson
8. endowed
10. incentives
12. banter
13. destroy
15. ma
16. nb
18. sacks
19. sergeant
22. hands
23. Florida
25. Roy
26. noise
28. mashed
29. Eberhardt



Down

1. eye
2. Montana
3. twenty
4. entering
5. saved
6. nests
7. cop
9. Delinko
11. Trace
14. yes
15. Mother
17. Beatrice
18. staff
19. sandy
20. risen
21. wished
24. Omaha
27. eve



	
   1.   

a) handlebars

b) junkyard

c) automobiles

d) panel

e) sleeping bag

f) cookies

g) shoe box

h) shoes

i) boy

j) watchman

k) fenders

l) shoes

m) alone

n) Public

o) homicide

p) Roy

q) Beatrice

   2.   

b)


	
   1.   

Roy’s mom convinced the vice principal that his suspension wasn’t fair.

   2.   

Driving him to school interfered with her yoga class.

   3.   

The intruders had caused the construction to be two weeks behind schedule.

   4.   

Attack dogs.

   5.   

If opreys thrived in both Montana and Florida, so could he.

   6.   

Beatrice stopped Dana.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. a

2. b

3. c

4. d

5. c


	
   1.   

[image: ]  A

   2.   

[image: ]  D

   3.   

[image: ]  C

   4.   

[image: ]  A

   5.   

[image: ]  B


	
   1.   

It’s important to stand up for what’s right, but some-times there’s a fine line between courage and stupidity.

   2.   

He tried not to give his parents extra reasons to worry about him.

   3.   

She stripped him down to his underpants and trussed him to the flagpole. She might be suspended from school.

   4.   

Bandages, tape, goop to stop infections. Science experiment.

   5.   

To patch up Mullet Fingers.

   6.   

Beatrice lived with her dad and stepmother. It was a most dysfunctional family with very neglectful parents.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. convenient

2. mahogany

3. cowling

4. fugitive

5. commode

6. tolerance

7. indignation

8. conceal


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    T 

c)    T 

d)    T 

e)    F 

f)    T 



   2.   

a) 5

b) 3

c) 1

d) 6

e) 2

f) 4
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   1.   

Answers will vary. They were riding a stolen bike.

   2.   

It ends with a phone call to Roy’s parents telling them that Roy’s been hurt.

   3.   

He didn’t know the other boy’s name, and knew he had to see a doctor right away.

   4.   

Doctor’s orders.

   5.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. the boy needed to sleep).
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. b

2. a

3. d

4. c

5. a


	
   1.   

a) burrowing owl

b) spanking

c) camera

d) Land

e) Garrett



   2.   

a) dens

b) permits



c) truancy

d) obnoxious

e) homework


	
   1.   

To get him on his side.

   2.   

She was horrified.

   3.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. his brain was telling him that he would face unpleasant consequences for defending the owls).

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

Sharp nose, beady eyes, will auburn hair. Smoking. Loud and rude.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

Answers will vary


	
   1.   

a) brave

b) illegal

c) mooning

d) cigarettes

e) trailer

f) Natalie

g) rattraps

h) Dixon

i) Paula

j) Roy

k) Delinko

   2.   

a)  [image: ]  A   b)  [image: ]  D

c)  [image: ]  C   d)  [image: ]  B


	
   1.   

He stepped in a rattrap, was caught by Curly and then escaped, only to be recaptured by Officer Delinko.

   2.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. Roy has courage. Dana is gullible.

   3.   

Shop-lifting, breaking into Coke machines, swiping an old lady’s purse.

   4.   

Removed their seats. New ones had to be ordered before they could be used.

   5.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. a child could find it.)

   6.   

Answers will vary.
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

Reasons will vary.

1. d)

2. c)

3. a)

4. d)

5. b)


	
   1.   

[image: ]  C

   2.   

[image: ]  A

   3.   

[image: ]  B

   4.   

[image: ]  B

   5.   

[image: ]  C


	
   1.   

Because of Miss Dixon’s schedule.

   2.   

He’d gone to the trailer to bum a cigarette and the foreman mistook him for a burglar. The lawyer coached him.

   3.   

He was afraid of a rubber alligator.

   4.   

The folder with all the permits and inspection notices. They hadn’t got all the proper permits to build.

   5.   

He believed in what Roy was doing.

   6.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. dignitary

2. gesture

3. desperation

4. impertinent

5. confront

6. melodramatic

7. impromptu

8. exultant


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    T 

c)    T 

d)    F 

e)    T 

f)    F 

   2.   

a) 4

b) 5

c) 6

d) 1

e) 3

f) 2
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   1.   

Answers will vary (i.e. Mr. Ryan and many of his students).

   2.   

Mullet Fingers didn’t know how to operate the camera very well.

   3.   

By burying himself in an owl’s burrow.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

He found the EIS file which proved that the Pancake House was breaking the law.

   6.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. When Roy and the others thwarted the ground-breaking ceremony).
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Word Search Answers
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   1.   

Montana.

   2.   

On the school bus.

   3.   

He wasn’t wearing shoes.

   4.   

Snakes. Alligators.

   5.   

He spray painted the windows of his cruiser.

   6.   

Very dysfunctional. Uncaring, neglectful parents

   7.   

He told him that there was a stash of cigarettes in the trailer on the construction site.


	
   8.   

Beatrice.

   9.   

He removed their seats.

   10.   

His mother was the school guidance counselor.

   11.   

To fit the schedule of the actress playing Mother Paula.

   12.   

By coming to the ground-breaking ceremony and bringing a number of students with him.

   13.   

They hid the file which reported on the environmental impact the construction would have on the owls.

   14.   

He buried himself in an owl’s burrow.
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