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Hattie Big Sky









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a basic understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a good understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	Content

•  information and details relevant to focus

	Elements incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements complete; details missing

	All required elements completed; key details contain some description

	All required elements completed; enough description for clarity




	Style

•  effective word choice and originality

•  precise language

	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language.




	Conventions

•  spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our literature kit is designed to give the teacher several helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. The guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities that match the student’s abilities.

Our literature kit divides the novel by chapters and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include personal growth and discovery, coming of age, the discovery of one’s personal values and priorities, frontier life, self-acceptance/awareness, prejudice and bigotry, making sacrifices to attain one’s goals. Hattie Big Sky provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion because of the vivid portrayal of the dynamics in the relationships among Hattie and a cast of fascinating frontier characters — both good and bad — and the larger-than-life setting that Hattie is forced to not only cope with, but somehow overcome.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•  Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•  Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•  Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns — just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3,

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of Hattie Big Sky. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.







	[image: ]

	HATTIE’S FINAL DECISION
Hattie’s final decision to leave her homestead and take a job as a chambermaid in Great Falls seems to be quite sensible. She does have a lot of bills to pay and the future looks rather bleak. It is, however, a decision that she does not make easily, and I’m sure she will wonder for the rest of her life if she made the right choice. Surely during this time of decision a lot of thoughts and arguments went through her mind — both for staying and for taking the job in Great Falls. In this assignment, students are asked to imagine they are Hattie and brainstorm with a classmate(s) as many reasons both for staying and leaving as they can. They are then asked to place a star beside one or two of the best reasons in each category. Found on Page 53.











	USING ONE’S SENSES IN MONTANA
Hattie Big Sky is a novel filled with a myriad of sights and sounds (as well as stimulants for the other three senses as well). Students are asked to look back over the novel and get as many examples of the five senses as possible, then list them in the accompanying chart with a brief descriptor about where each was found. Students may wish to choose one scene to elicit the examples or include a number of different scenes. Found on Page 54.
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	EVERY PROBLEM HAS A SOLUTION (HOPEFULLY)
Hattie, the main character of the novel Hattie Big Sky, experiences a number of serious problems during the novel — some of them are even life-threatening. She certainly goes through a lot for a sixteen year old girl. For some of Hattie’s decisions, she seems to arrive at a most sensible and satisfactory solution; whereas, some of her other choices don’t work out very well for her (i.e. would she have been better to sell out to Traft when he first approached her?) Students are asked to review the events of the novel and chart some of the key problems faced by Hattie along with possible solutions. These solutions can be those determined by Hattie, or ones proposed by the student. Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.



Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

Hattie Big Sky is the captivating story set on the Montana prairie in 1918. Orphaned at a young age, Hattie Brooks has bounced from family to family until at the age of sixteen she “inherits” a homestead claim from her late uncle, Chester.

Hattie is anxious to leave her present circumstances and prove herself, so she catches the train for Vida, Montana, and makes herself at home in the small, dirty claim shack her uncle has left for her in the middle of the prairie. Here, Hattie carves a new and exciting life for herself, enduring the hardships that come with the primitive conditions, but making fast friends with several of her hard-working neighbors. Throughout all of her trials and small triumphs, Hattie keeps up a correspondence with her school chum, Charlie, who enlisted in the army to fight in The Great War. It is through his eyes that Hattie is able to see glimpses of the harsh cruelty of warfare. As the weeks unfold, she is taken under the wing of Perilee Mueller and her German husband, Karl, a man victimized by the local “patriotic” County Council of Defense. During the several months that Hattie spends working her claim, she more than once witnesses great tragedy visited upon her community — experiences which leave her discouraged and bewildered, but stronger and more resolutely determined to make something of herself, to honor her obligations and make her way in life beholding to no one but herself.

Suggestions for Further Reading
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OTHER BOOKS BY KIRBY LARSON

Cody and Quinn Sitting in a Tree © 1997 Two Bobbies © 2008 Second-Grade Pig Pals © 2008 Nubs: The True Story of a Mutt, a Marine & a Miracle © 2009 Dear America: The Fences Between Us © 2010 The Friendship Doll © 2011


OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

Laura Ingalls Wilder, Little House on the Prairie © 1971
 L.M. Montgomery, Anne of Green Gables © 1983
Frances H. Burnett, The Secret Garden © 1987
Barbara Greenwood, A Pioneer Sampler: The Daily Life of a Pioneer Family in 1840 © 1995
Patricia Maclachlan, Sarah, Plain and Tall © 2004
Christopher Paul Curtis, Elijah of Buxton © 2008
Rebecca Stead, When You Reach Me © 2010











	 
	[image: ]




List of Vocabulary


CHAPTERS 1–3

• southpaw • domesticity • resolve • filigree • contemptible • settee • scoundrel • agitation • resolute • gumption • bodice • bountiful • tirade • valiant • celebrity • fathom • relinquish • odiferous • pungent • eccentric



CHAPTERS 4–5

• linger • meager • coulee • envision • soddy • resemblance • tolerable • comeuppance • inclusive • tentative • forage • optimistic • pronounced • fragrantly • reservoir • rhythmic • lather • ladled • humiliation • tether


CHAPTERS 6–7

• adept • minuscule • desolate • muse • barricade • proclaim • elfin • treasonous • discern • concoction • ornery • secure • distract • corrupt • doughboys • bewilder • corset • henchmen • calico • solitary



CHAPTERS 8–10

• camisole • tether • resolve • subscription • dysentery • contraption • elaborate • acquaintance • enamelware • clodhoppers • requisite • resplendent • prowess • patriotic • conscripted • seditious • envision • glamor • sarsaparilla • pommel


CHAPTERS 11–12

• bemused • oblivious • bounty • profanity • vulgar • gracious • bodice • awkward • syntax • dangling • participle • gingham • coffers • hollered • bonafide • cutbank • benefited • brigade • amble • fabric



CHAPTERS 13–14

• embedded • skivvies • discern • urchins • admonished • wistful • semblance • propensity • discretion • dubious • commence • coulee • gingham • composed • parsley • installment • reliant • demented • dervish • grippe


CHAPTERS 15–16

• portents • seditionist • proposition • excess • domestic • indication • chintz • curlew • ramrod • satchel • ambitious • mirage • tarnation • edible • substitutions • sidewinders • solemnly • bassinet • grimace • vigil



CHAPTERS 17–18

• particular • levity • interject • allotment • proclamation • apprised • dismissive • tirade • commiserate • pledge • rowdies • crepe • folderol • tableau • ledger • adorn • rivulets • nausea • dispatch • hefted


CHAPTERS 19–20

• swathe • rejuvenate • balk • scrounge • squabble • burlap • curlew • crockery • conjure • pummel • salvage • stoically • compartment • tutelage • honyocker • debutante • fatigue • fortuitous • precedence • contestation



CHAPTERS 21–23

• superficial • confide • galling • poultice • ministration • composed • acrimonious • beholden • armistice • diminish • misfortune • hoarsely • nourishment • paraffin • trouper • persnickety • toga • chambray • scrutiny • tentative
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Kirby Larson
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“It seems the misfortune of one can plow a deeper furrow in the heart than the misfortune of millions.”
— Kirby Larson

Kirby Larson was born August 17, 1954 in Seattle, Washington. She and her husband Neil have a son, Tyler, and a daughter, Quinn.

She sold her first story — about a disastrous camping trip — in the mid 1980s and began writing for children in about 1990. Her first chapter book was called Second Grade Pig Pals (which was published in 1994).

Kirby Larson is the author of not only Hattie Big Sky, but several other popular novels for Young Readers. The story of Hattie was actually inspired by Kirby’s great grandmother, Hattie Inez Brooks, who homesteaded in eastern Montana as did the character in the novel.

Kirby and her friend, Mary Nethery, collaborated on two award-winning nonfiction picture books: Two Bobbies: A True Story of Hurricane Katrina, Friendship and Survival (illustrated by Jean Cassels) and Nubs: The True Story of a Mutt, a Marine and a Miracle.

Kirby shares her passion of writing with students all over the world. She presently lives with her husband Neil and her “youngest son”, Winston the Wonder Dog, in Kenmore, Washington.
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•  She has presented at more than 200 schools, workshops, and seminars in nearly twenty states, sharing her passion for research, reading and writing.

•  Hattie Big Sky was selected as one of the 2007 Newbery Honor Books.

•  Is a quote collector, and one of her favorite quotes from Russell Hoban’s A Mouse and His Child is “You’ve got to take those daring leaps, or you’re nowhere”.
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Chapters One to Three

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Check an atlas or map on the Internet (i.e. Google Maps or Map Quest). Hattie begins her adventures by traveling from Iowa to Montana. Find out how far it is between Arlington, Iowa (near Waterloo) and Vida, Montana. How long would it take to make this trip if they traveled 30 miles per hour with no stops?

 

 

2.  What do you think the biggest obstacles would be for Hattie as she works her own homestead by herself (in the middle of nowhere on the prairies)?
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word. Be careful — a couple are a bit tricky!















	resolve
	diversion
	contemptible
	scoundrel
	agitation



	discreet
	tirade
	valiant
	relinquish
	odiferous














	 

	 1.

	Although most people in town regarded my uncle as a scalawag, I always thought he was merely someone who was misunderstood.




	 

	 2.

	Bank tellers must be careful in what they say to their customers.




	 

	 3.

	When he removed his socks, the aroma was quite rank.




	 

	 4.

	Who would have thought she would have enough determination to succeed as a homesteader?




	 

	 5.

	The mayor of our city is the most despicable person you will ever meet.




	 

	 6.

	It seems she has experienced more than her share of upheaval for one day.




	 

	 7.

	He began the diatribe by accusing his neighbor of poisoning his well.




	 

	 8.

	The barn dance was a pleasant departure from the reality of her situation.




	 

	 9.

	No one expected her to abandon her dreams in such an abrupt fashion.




	 

	 10.

	The platoon sergeant made a gallant effort to save the lives of his trapped comrades.
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Chapters One to Three









	1.

	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.




	 
	a)
	According to Hattie, Charlie’s destinations included:
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	A
	France and Germany.
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	B
	England and France.
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	C
	England and Belgium.
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	D
	Canada and England.



	 
	b)
	Aunt Ivy had made arrangements for Hattie to help Iantha Wells at her _______.
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	A
	bed and breakfast
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	B
	tea room
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	C
	boardinghouse
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	D
	nursery school



	 
	c)
	Hattie’s homestead was near what town?
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	A
	Helena
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	B
	Vida
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	C
	Porcupine Ridge
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	D
	Elephant’s Breath



	 
	d)
	Hattie was required to cultivate _________ acres and build _________ rods of fence (A rod is 5.5 yards or 5.02 meters in length and 640 acres will fit in a square mile.)
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	A
	60 – 240
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	B
	100 – 400
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	C
	50 – 250
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	D
	40 – 480



	 
	e)
	What did Perilee offer to trade for coffee?
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	A
	Two strudels.
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	B
	A basket of apples.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	A pound of butter.
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	D
	None of the above.
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Chapters One to Three

Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.

1.  Keeping in mind that the setting of a story encompasses both time and place, how would you describe the setting of the first and third chapters?

 

 

2.  What caused Hattie’s life to go as flat as a batch of biscuits without baking powder?

 

 

3.  Describe the proposal made to Hattie by her uncle.

 

 

4.  Put the following expressions in your own words so they are understood more clearly.







	Expression	Translation

	a) Some of them (relations) are pretty far down the shirttail.	

	b) Aunt Ivy’s voice could shatter glass.	

	c) No piecrust promises now…	





5.  What was Tom’s complaint to Mr. Ebgard?

 

 

6.  Why do you think it was so important to Hattie that she have a place to belong?
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	In Hattie’s letter to Charlie in Chapter 2, she mentions having to rely on that painful teacher Experience, until I get my homestead legs. Imagine you are Hattie and create a journal entry expanding on this thought. What painful experiences does she anticipate enduring in the coming months? Be sure to provide enough detail to make your entry interesting.
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Chapters Four to Five

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  List three things that you already know are different between your world and Hattie’s.

 

 

2.  If you were in Hattie’s place, what would be four modern items you would have taken with you to your claim that would not have been available to Hattie in 1918 (but would have proved extremely useful)?
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.














	 1 
	linger
	 
	conceive
	 A 



	 2 
	meager
	 
	retribution
	 B 



	 3 
	coulee
	 
	similarity
	 C 



	 4 
	envision
	 
	adequate
	 D 



	 5 
	soddy
	 
	valley
	 E 



	 6 
	resemblance
	 
	all-embracing
	 F 



	 7 
	tolerable
	 
	scrounge
	 G 



	 8 
	comeuppance
	 
	delay
	 H 



	 9 
	inclusive
	 
	hopeful
	 I 



	 10 
	tentative
	 
	frontier dwelling
	 J 



	 11 
	forage
	 
	inadequate
	 K 



	 12 
	optimistic
	 
	hesitant
	 L 
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Chapters Four to Five


1.  Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.










	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Hattie’s letter to Charlie at the beginning of Chapter 4 reveals her dismay.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Perilee assured Hattie that wolves would not usually go after people, just calves or sheep.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	The following facts about Chester are all true: he loved to read; he was quiet; there was a sadness about him.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	According to Perilee, Hattie’s shack was a castle compared to a soddy.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	The main fuel for Hattie’s stove was dried poplar trees, which Chester had already cut and piled.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Karl had to register as an alien enemy because he had been born in Germany.






2.  Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.
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	 a)
	Hattie trades a bag of coffee beans for the meal Perilee gave her.
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	 b)
	Rooster Jim pays a visit.
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	 c)
	Karl and Perilee drive Hattie from Wolf Point to her homestead.
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	 d)
	Violet is attacked by a wolf.
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	 e)
	Hattie’s hand freezes to the pump handle.
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	 f)
	Chase teaches Hattie a number of helpful things about being a homesteader.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Four to Five

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  Investigate: Montana has a number of unofficial nicknames. One of them is “Big Sky Country” (from which the author gets the novel’s title). You will have an opportunity later in the unit to do a more thorough investigation of this beautiful state; but for now, research another of Montana’s nicknames and list them here:

 

2.  Describe what spurred Hattie into action when she was in despair after Perilee and her family left her alone in her shack?

 

 

3.  Why do you think the stew left by Perilee tasted of sage and carrots and hope?

 

 

4.  According to Rooster Jim, what was wrong with living in those parts during the spring and summer?

 

 

5.  Describe two of Violet’s antics which proved very trying to Hattie’s patience.

 

 

6.  Write a brief synopsis of Hattie’s confrontation with the wolf.
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	Interview one of your classmates and get his or her impressions of the novel thus far. Be sure to record at least two things about the story that he or she is enjoying, and something he or she feels might be improved.
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Chapters Six to Seven

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Abraham Heschel once said, “Racism is man’s gravest threat to man — the maximum of hatred for a minimum of reason”. Hattie experiences racism first-hand in the coming chapters. Why might a settler on the prairies at this time become a victim of racism?

 

 

2.  Think of one thing that you think would be great about living near Vida, Montana, and one thing that would be particularly difficult.
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.
















	adept
	minuscule
	desolate
	muse
	barricade



	proclaim
	elfin
	treasonous
	discern
	concoction






1.  I sat in a corner of the room intending to _____________ on the particular problem that faced me until I came up with a solution.

2.  Who do you think will _____________ the birth of the prince to the world?

3.  Passing secrets to the enemy is considered a _____________ act.

4.  Eleanor mixed a _____________ of dandelion roots, beet juice, lemon drops and carrot peelings.

5.  Everyone who visited the lonely old hermit on the _____________ mountainside, came away astounded at the old man’s fortitude.

6.  Roger is very _____________ at milking the orneriest of cows.

7.  The rebels set up a _____________ of old trucks and cars so that the main street was completely blocked.

8.  The tiny girl had a strange _____________ appearance that many people found unsettling.

9.  It is sometimes most difficult to _____________ the character of strangers.


10. The miser only gave a _____________ amount of his food supply to the starving children.
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Chapters Six to Seven

1. Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapter.

a)  As Chapter 6 begins, Hattie reveals she has only  __________ more months left to complete her work on the claim.

b)  According to Chase, the crop farmers plant first is __________ and then __________.

c)  Hattie longed to be a part of a __________ and to have a place called __________.

d)  Hattie was discouraged by the others from planting seed on the first of March because the seeds would __________.

e)  Hattie suggested that __________ could be Traft Martin’s middle name.








	
2.

	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.




	 
	









	  snow
	stone
	fence
	rope
	book







a)  Chester had used a __________ to get to the barn during snowstorms.

b)  Hattie did not agree with the frostbite remedy of rubbing __________ on the affected area.

c)  Hattie gave Chase a __________ “on loan”.

d)  Hattie rigged up a __________ boat for Plug to pull.

e)  To express his gratitude to Hattie, Karl built some of Hattie’s __________ for her.




Doughboys

In Hattie’s letter to Charlie, she refers to the American soldiers fighting in Europe as doughboys. This expression is thought to have originated several decades before World War I.

Using resources in your school library or on the Internet, investigate the possible origins of this word and explain one possible origin and its meaning below:
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Chapters Six to Seven

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  Why do you think Hattie includes the last sentence in her letter to Charlie.

 

 

2.  How did Violet manage to find enough to eat during the winter?

 

 

3.  Describe how Plug saved Chase and Mattie.

 

 

4.  Why did Karl avoid speaking whenever possible?

 

 

5.  Hattie constructs an interesting version of a stone boat to help her on the homestead. The description given by the author, however, is rather brief. Using other resources, investigate the stone boat and describe what one might look like below.

 

 

6.  What was the official purpose of the Dawson County Council of Defense, and who was its leader?
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	Hattie experiences first-hand the destructive nature of racial bigotry in Chapter 7. Imagine you are Hattie and create a journal entry describing your feelings in this regard after experiencing the events described in Chapter 7.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eight to Ten







	

[image: ]

acres

Arlington

Aunt

Brooks

Charlie

Chester

Chinook

claim

lobo

mail

mechanic

Mueller

patriotic

reprint

resolve

thought

Vida
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	Across
	Down


	3. Hattie’s surname.

4. Warm, dry wind.

7. Idea or contemplation.

8. To come to a definite decision

	9. One of these = 4,840 sq. yards.

11. Hattie’s “pen pal”.

12. Charlie’s role in the army.

14. A Montana settlement.

	1. Hattie’s former hometown.

2. The gray or timber wolf.

4. Mattie’s uncle.

5. Loyal to one’s country.

6. Karl’s surname.

	10. To print again.

11. Inherited by Hattie from Chester.

12. Rooster Jim often brought this for Mattie.

13. ______ Ivy.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eight to Ten

Answer the question with a complete sentence.

1.  “Nothing can prepare you for living or working with a sociopathic serial bully. It is the most devastating, draining, misunderstood, and ultimately futile experience imaginable.” (Tim Field) Why do you think being bullied can be so destructive to a person?

 

 

 

 



2.  Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

     Traft Martin rode out to see Hattie on his horse, [image: ]. He had come to invite her to church on [image: ] and to bring her [image: ] from town. Hattie planned to plant twenty acres in [image: ] and twenty in [image: ]. Lon and his friends chased Mattie and Chase and accused Hattie of being a [image: ]-lover. Lon had thrown a book of old German [image: ] [image: ] into the latrine. After the Easter service, the women spoke of the country’s change to Daylight Saving [image: ]. One of the women accused President [image: ] of being a human icicle. Hattie suggested to the other woman that they start a [image: ].









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eight to Ten

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  What was the significance of the stars that Charlie included in the margins of his letters to Hattie?

 

 

2.  What made Hattie think that Chase was “going places”?

 

 

3.  Why do you think Perilee refused Hattie’s invitation to attend Easter service with her?

 

 

4.  What do you think was behind Mrs. Martin’s remark, “One need not be in uniform to serve our country”?

 

 

5.  Investigate: the term “shell-shocked” is mentioned in Chapter 9. Using resources in your school library or on the Internet, research a few pertinent facts about what is meant by this term. Why was it so prevalent among the soldiers of World War I?

 

 

6.  Describe the good news received by Hattie from Uncle Holt in Chapter 10. Why was this so important to her success?

 

 









	[image: ]

	Chapter 10 certainly ends on a high note for Hattie. Put yourself in Hattie’s place for a few moments and create a journal entry describing your feelings at this moment. Be sure to mention where you feel your renewed fortunes might be taking you (future plans you imagine).












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eleven to Twelve

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  The Soil Culture Manual that Hattie reads so faithfully recommends that for someone in her situation, seven bushels of seed should be planted. Karl shakes his head and recommends twenty. If you were in Hattie’s situation, whose advice would you follow and why?

 

 

2.  Traft Martin has decided at this point not to join the army. Why might he have made this decision?

 

 




[image: ] Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.










	1.
	A bemused expression crossed Jon’s face when he saw that she had emailed him.



	 
	a) perplexed
	b) amused
	c) angry
	d) discouraged



	2.
	Charlene seemed oblivious to all the flirting going on around her.



	 
	a) amused
	b) unaware
	c) chastened
	d) obvious



	3.
	Hattie decided to share her bounty with her neighbors.



	 
	a) crop
	b) income
	c) fortune
	d) feelings



	4.
	I doubt whether she had ever heard a profanity before.



	 
	a) insult
	b) compliment
	c) prayer
	d) curse



	5.
	Uncle Horace was a most vulgar individual.



	 
	a) dirty
	b) thoughtful
	c) crude
	d) courageous



	6.
	”Thank you for your gracious invitation,” she said.



	 
	a) grateful
	b) thoughtful
	c) satisfactory
	d) memorable



	7.
	When Hattie opened the package, she found a beautiful bodice wrapped in silver paper.



	 
	a) shirt
	b) necklace
	c) slip
	d) quilt














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eleven to Twelve









	1.

	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.




	 
	a)
	Hattie was tempted to follow the advice of Mr. Campbell because he was a:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	scientist.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	writer.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	farmer.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	school teacher.



	 
	b)
	The dance at the school house was to raise money for _________ Bonds.



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Victory



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	American Wartime



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Liberty



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Doughboy



	 
	c)
	Hattie had read that the Germans had recently taken _________ prisoners in France.



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	750



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	5,000



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	15,000



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	90,000



	 
	d)
	What did Hattie feel when her hand touched Traft’s?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	A current of electricity.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	His calluses.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	A hand as soft as a baby’s.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	His sweaty palms.



	 
	e)
	How much money did Hattie donate to the Bond drive at the dance?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	$30.00



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	$5.00



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	$10.00



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	None of the above.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eleven to Twelve

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  What do you think Leafie was really saying when she warned Hattie that Traft Martin was trouble? What kind of trouble did she probably think he’d be causing?

 

 

2.  What do you think Traft meant when he said to Hattie, “Don’t ever play poker”?

 

3.  The opening paragraphs of Chapter 12 contains a possible example of foreshadowing (providing the reader with a hint of things to come). Find the example and explain why it might be considered an example of foreshadowing.

 

 

4.  Personification is a literary device in which the author gives human attributes to non-human things. Find an example of personification in Chapter 12.

 

 

5.  Hattie opens Chester’s trunk, hoping his spirit will provide her with guidance, yet the author does not tell the reader right away what she touched that would show her the way. Why do you think the author chose not to tell us right away?

 

 

6.  Hattie makes the statement, But I was beginning to see there were bigger things in life than proving up on a claim. To what was she referring?

 

 









	[image: ]

	Chapter 12 ends with Hattie doing some serious thinking about life’s priorities. Create a journal entry from Hattie’s P.O.V. (point of view) expanding on her thoughts in the last paragraph of this chapter.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Thirteen to Fourteen

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  To this point in the story, how would you describe Hattie’s character? What do you think are her best qualities?

 

 

2.  Every story needs a good antagonist (bad guy). Who do you think is this novel’s antagonist? Defend your response.

 

 










	[image: ]

	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.
















	embedded
	skivvies
	discern
	urchins
	admonished



	wistful
	semblance
	propensity
	discretion
	dubious






1.  Little Janie had a most _____________ expression on her face as she went slowly through the Sears catalog.

2.  After being _____________ by Principal Slater, John really began making more of a concerted effort.

3.  Joanna and Petunia were mortified to be seen outside in their _____________.

4.  The tiny jewel was firmly _____________ in the stone my brother found.

5.  I never suspected that my little cousin was one of the mischievous _____________ referred to in the newspaper article.

6.  The dark circles under my eyes spoke to the rooster’s _____________ for early morning announcements.

7.  Were you able to _____________ which of the boys was telling a lie?

8.  His excuse as to why he was absent from work was _____________ to say the least.

9.  After much effort, the substitute teacher brought the class into a _____________ of order.

10.  “I must ask each of you to use your own _____________ when choosing the winners.”













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Thirteen to Fourteen


1.  Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.










	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Chase believed Hattie to be one of the finest cooks in the county.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Hattie had given Perilee a rocking chair as a gift.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Despite her enthusiastic approach to singing, Perilee had a poor singing voice.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Traft did not deny setting the fire at Karl’s but told Hattie he had put out the fire at her place.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Rooster Jim traded a pig for a bicycle.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Rooster Jim traded Hattie three hens and a rooster for a loaf of bread.






2.  Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.









	 
	[image: ]
	 a)
	Hattie receives some bad news at Nefzger’s store.


	


	 
	[image: ]
	 b)
	Hattie, Chase and Mattie are almost stampeded by a herd of wild horses.


	


	 
	[image: ]
	 c)
	Hattie and Plug begin plowing her field.


	


	 
	[image: ]
	 d)
	Rooster Jim tries his hand at riding a bicycle.


	


	 
	[image: ]
	 e)
	Karl agrees to plow 60 acres of Hattie’s field.


	


	 
	[image: ]
	 f)
	Perilee goes to church with Hattie.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Thirteen to Fourteen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  How would Karl’s deal with Hattie in Chapter 13 benefit both of them?

 

2.  Put the following expressions from these chapters into your own words:

a) He’d whittled himself a good-sized niche in my heart.

 

b) If wishes were horses, then beggars would ride.

 

c) I turned and saw them, a tidal wave of horseflesh.

 

3.  Explain why a pioneer woman like Perilee might believe the maxim quoted: A man just works from sun to sun. A woman’s work is never done.

 

 

4.  Describe how Hattie prevented the wild horses from stampeding over her and the children.

 

 

5.  What unsettling news did Mr. Nefzger give Hattie when she visited his store in Chapter 14?

 

6.  Describe how Hattie finally “convinced” Rose to cooperate.

 

 









	[image: ]

	For your journal entry, interview another student to elicit his or her impression of Traft Martin to this point in the story. Find out if he or she believes Traft to be genuine, or was he lying to Hattie about his role in the fires? Record your classmate’s comments and then explain whether or not you agree with him or her, and why you feel this way.












	[image: ]
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Chapters Fifteen to Sixteen

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Do you think it is possible for adults to feel peer pressure? Why or why not?

 

 

 

2.  When a person feels lonely, what might they do to alleviate this feeling? (Try to think of three ideas.)

 

 

 




[image: ]

Circle the correct word that matches the meaning of the underlined word.










	1.
	Rooster Jim says all portents point to a good harvest.



	 
	a) powers
	b) signs
	c) weathermen
	d) prognosticators



	2.
	People like Traft Martin saw a seditionist under every patch of buffalo grass.



	 
	a) betrayer
	b) poacher
	c) bandit
	d) ramrod



	3.
	“Let me make you a generous proposition,” she suggested with a smile.



	 
	a) promise
	b) pretense
	c) present
	d) proposal



	4.
	Hattie trimmed off the excess thread.



	 
	a) frayed
	b) discolored
	c) surplus
	d) comely



	5.
	Hattie thought that her domestic skills were improving.



	 
	a) household
	b) agricultural
	c) quilting
	d) cooking



	6.
	There is every indication that a rainstorm is on the horizon.



	 
	a) purpose
	b) circumstance
	c) misinformation
	d) sign














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Fifteen to Sixteen

1.  Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

a)   Traft Martin found Hattie unconscious after she suffered from ______________.

b)   Hattie realizes at the end of Chapter 16 that she feels out of sorts because she is ______________.

c)   The first two choices of names for Perilee’s baby were __________ and __________.

d)   Hattie kept Perilee’s baby warm by placing her on the ______________ door.

e)   Perilee told Hattie that she had done more than a ______________.

f)   Hattie told Charlie that her heart was planted in Montana like Rooster Jim’s ______________ ______________.








	
2.

	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.




	 
	










	 
	bassinet
	sense
	cattle
	snake
	dichotomy






a)  “One sandwich short of a picnic basket” was Leafie’s way of saying that Elmer junior lacked common ______________.

b)  The responsibility of every man to do his duty during a time of war even at the expense of his family is an example of a ______________.

c)  Although Hattie refers to a sidewinder as a type of windstorm, it is actually a ______________.

d)  Perilee’s willow laundry basket substituted for a ______________.

e)  Traft wanted Hattie’s land to use for his ______________.











	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Fifteen to Sixteen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  Why was Elmer arrested? Do you think this was fair?

 

 

2.  How were they able to get Elmer released?

 

 

3.  Describe in detail the offer made by Traft to Hattie as well as her response.

 

 

4.  Why did Perilee and Karl have to be very careful in choosing a name for their baby?

 

 

5.  Why did Perilee make the following remark: “Karl wouldn’t be allowed his baby”?

 

 

6.  How did Hattie know that Charlie had gone through changes in his life that were more than physical? What kind of changes do you suspect she was referring to?

 

 










	[image: ]

	Choose one of the characters who appears in these chapters (i.e. Hattie, Perilee, Traft, Karl, Leafie, Chase) and write a journal entry describing this character’s feelings about another individual who appears in these chapters and the reasons why he or she might feel this way about that individual.














	[image: ]
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Chapters Seventeen to Eighteen

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  By now the reader has a fairly good understanding of some of the benefits and hardships endured by pioneer farmers. What do you think would be two positive things about being a pioneer homesteader like Hattie?

 

 

2.  What do you think would be two things you definitely would not enjoy about being a pioneer homesteader?

 

 










	[image: ]

	Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure that the meaning of each word is clear in your sentence.











	Particular

	 





 







	Levity

	 





 







	Interject

	 





 







	Allotment

	 





 







	Proclamation

	 





 







	Apprised

	 





 







	Dismissive

	 





 







	Tirade

	 





 







	Commiserate

	 





 











	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seventeen to Eighteen

1.  Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

Mr. Gorley bragged that the rains of 1916 produced beets as big as [image: ] and corn tall enough to tickle the chin of a [image: ]. June 28 was designated as National War [image: ] Day, when every American adult would be asked to purchase war saving [image: ]. Hattie was told that each pledge had to be for at least [image: ] dollars. Hattie was separated from her friends when she went to fetch Fern’s [image: ]. It was then that she noticed Mr. [image: ] being bullied by some rowdies. One of his persecutors was [image: ] Martin. Hattie bravely broke up the incident by telling the men that she had a [image: ] matter to discuss with the man they were tormenting. The thing that Hattie looked forward to the most about the Fourth of July [image: ] was the [image: ] game. Hattie reminds the reader that another name given to July Fourth is [image: ] Day. In the baseball game, Reverend [image: ] served as the umpire. At first, Hattie found herself playing [image: ] base, but later tried a turn as [image: ]. Later that day, Traft paid a visit to Hattie and told her he had enlisted in the army but had been appointed by the [image: ] to the Council of [image: ].

2.   Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:







	







	a)
	The parade was held in:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Wolf Point.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Circle.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Vida.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Butte.



	







	b)
	The word “folderol” means:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	folded pants.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	paper plates.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	scrub baseball.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	foolishness.





	







	c)
	According to Chase, what car was the newest thing?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Ford



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Fuller



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Luvernes



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	McLaughlin Buick



	







	d)
	Who gave the children candy?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Hattie



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Mr. Hanson



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Mr. Ebgard



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	None of the above.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seventeen to Eighteen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  Why was Hattie so distraught about the amount of the pledge she felt compelled to make?

 

 

2.  Why did she end up making a pledge for this amount?

 

 

3.  Hattie wonders what Charlie would have thought about one of her best friends (Karl) coming from Germany. How do you think Charlie would have felt about this?

 

 

4.  As the Fourth of July approaches, how many days had they been without rain (according to Karl)?

 

 

5.  Why did Hattie take to sleeping outdoors?

 

 

6.  Why is the following sentence considered an example of personification: Sleep snatched me up as fast as the hawk.

 

 










	[image: ]

	Chapter 18 ends with Hattie wondering if she has had an inaccurate impression of Traft Martin. If what Traft has told Hattie is true, his mother certainly did put him in an awkward position with the local people. What might Traft’s journal entry look like at the end of this day? Create an entry expressing his feelings and frustrations. If you feel brave you might also include some thoughts about his possible future plans.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Nineteen to Twenty

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  The life of a farmer can be filled with frustration and heartbreak — as well as many wonderful rewards. Brainstorm with a colleague some of the possible difficulties about the life of a farmer — especially back in 1918 in Montana.

 

 

 

2.  In the following chapters, there is a discussion as to when a person should be considered an “adult”. When do you think a person should be considered an adult and why?

 

 













	[image: ]

	In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word that does not belong. Then write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.




	 1.
	a) squabble
	b) altercation
	c) dispute
	d) complaint



	 
	



	 2.
	a) rejuvenate
	b) refurbish
	c) remarkable
	d) restore



	 
	



	 3.
	a) offer
	b) scrounge
	c) wheedle
	d) forage



	 
	



	 4.
	a) pummel
	b) pound
	c) thrash
	d) coagulate



	 
	



	 5.
	a) tutelage
	b) hermitage
	c) apprenticeship
	d) instruction



	 
	



	 6.
	a) fortuitous
	b) fortunate
	c) lucky
	d) contemptible



	 
	














	[image: ]
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Chapters Nineteen to Twenty









	1.

	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.




	 
	a)
	Hattie refers to herself as a honyocker. What is a honyocker?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	A homesteader.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	A farmer who also keeps bees.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	One who lacks respectability or social graces.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Someone from the east who lives in the west.



	 
	b)
	Wayne Robbins’ dad referred to hail as:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	white reaper.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	summer ice.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	frozen death.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	calamity rain.



	 
	c)
	The picture of Hattie, Chester and her parents was found in a copy of:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Huckleberry Finn



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	The Last of the Mohicans



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Pride and Prejudice



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	The Poems of Alfred Lord Tennyson



	 
	d)
	September 11, 1918 was designated _____________ Day.



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	War Bonds



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Registration



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Patriot



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Enlistment



	 
	e)
	Hattie was born in Arlington, Iowa on _____________.



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Nov. 18, 1903



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Oct. 5, 1905



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Oct. 28, 1901



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Feb 23, 1902














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Nineteen to Twenty

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  As Traft leaves Hattie near the beginning of Chapter 19, how might his final words to her be considered foreshadowing?

 

 

2.  Describe the catastrophe that resulted in the destruction of most of Hattie’s crops.

 

 

3.  Why do you think finding the picture of her family was such an encouragement to Hattie at that particular time?

 

 

4.  On what grounds did Traft Martin challenge Hattie’s claim?

 

 

5.  How did Mr. Ebgard make it possible for Hattie to keep her claim?

 

 

6.  When Hattie says to Mr. Ebgard, “I can’t thank you enough”, he replies “Nor I you”. What do you think he meant by this remark?

 

 










	[image: ]

	Write a journal entry describing your feelings following the confrontation between Mr. Ebgard and Traft Martin in Chapter 20. You can take the point of view of Mr. Ebgard, Traft or Hattie.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty-one to Twenty-three

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  What is meant by the climax of a story? When does it usually occur in a novel?

 

 

 

2.  Why is it important for a story to have a climax?

 

 











	[image: ]

	Choose a word from the list that means the same as the underlined word(s).















	superficial
	confide
	galling
	poultice
	ministration



	composed
	acrimonious
	beholden
	armistice
	diminish













	 

	1.

	She remained very calm and collected when the firecracker went off.




	 

	2.

	The meeting turned rancorous when the deputy mayor suggested he was the most able person to lead the city out of the current crisis.




	 

	3.

	The nurse put a dressing on the wound in order to draw out the poison.




	 

	4.

	His understanding of string theory is very flimsy.




	 

	5.

	The North and South signed a treaty to lay down their arms immediately.




	 

	6.

	Through my aunt’s support, we were able to survive the disaster.




	 

	7.

	“Never in a million years did I expect her to reveal that secret to you.”




	 

	8.

	Our family is indebted to the Red Cross for their timely support.




	 

	9.

	Sheldon found it most annoying to be looked down upon by his students.




	 

	10.

	Did the illness abate as the evening progressed?

















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty-one to Twenty-three


1.  Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.










	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Karl and Chase went to Richey to buy a part for the tractor.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	The first clue Hattie had that something was wrong at Perilee’s was that there was no smoke coming out of the chimney.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	After Rooster Jim’s failed experiment riding a bicycle, he went out and bought a motorcycle.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Hattie offered Traft the opportunity to buy her claim but he refused because the hailstorm had ruined him.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Mr. Ebgard successfully lobbied the government for federal aid for farmers so they could buy spring seed.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Hattie received a letter from Charlie saying that when he returned to the States he would be moving to California where he had accepted a position as an airplane mechanic for Boeing Airlines.






2.  Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.









	 
	[image: ]
	 a)
	The war ends.



	 
	[image: ]
	 b)
	Perilee informs Hattie that she and her family will be moving to Seattle.



	 
	[image: ]
	 c)
	Hattie gets on the train for Great Falls.



	 
	[image: ]
	 d)
	Rooster Jim brings Hattie news of the Spanish influenza striking several local families.



	 
	[image: ]
	 e)
	Mattie dies.



	 
	[image: ]
	 f)
	Hattie finds Perilee and the children very ill.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty-one to Twenty-three

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  When Hattie found Perilee and the children so ill, why didn’t she go at once to get Leafie for help?

 

 

2.  Describe your impression of Rooster Jim’s philosophy: “That things have a way of working themselves out. That there’s a reason for our valleys and for our peaks.”

 

 

3.  What was the main reason for Perilee and her family’s decision to move out of the area?

 

 

4.  In a dramatic or literary work, the climax occurs at a decisive moment that is of maximum intensity or at a major turning point in the plot. When would you say the climax of this novel occurs?

 

 

5.  What was your impression of the novel’s conclusion? Was it satisfying to you? Why or why not?

 

 

6.  Why do you think Hattie couldn’t answer the “big question” that Charlie asked in his last letter? Do you think this was smart?
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	As your final journal entry, write a description of how you enjoyed his novel (or didn’t) and why. As a twist to this assignment, interview a classmate to get his or her impression of the book. What he or she enjoyed and what he or she didn’t.
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Chapters 1 to 5







	Kaiser Wilhelm II

In Chapter 1, Hattie mentions the Kaiser in her letter to Charlie. Kaiser Wilhelm was a much despised person by most Canadians during World War I (1914–18). As the Kaiser (King) of Germany, Canada and her allies saw him as one of the reasons they were at war. Your task is to investigate this important historical figure using resources in your school library or on the Internet. Write a brief biography of him detailing something of his personal life and accomplishments, and the role he played in the events leading up to World War I.
Your report should be approximately a half-page in length.
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Chapters 6 to 7

A Child’s Garden of Verses

In Chapter 6, Hattie reads a selection from Robert Louis Stevenson’s, A Child’s Garden of Verses to Chase and Mattie. Find a copy of this book in your school library, or go to the following Internet site: http://www.poetryloverspage.com/poets/stevenson/stevenson_ind.html.

Although lighthouse design was the family profession of the Stevenson family, farms and farm life seem to be topics close  to the poet’s heart. A number of the poems in this collection deal with the theme of living on a farm. One of the  goals of any poet is reaching out and touching the heart of his or her reader.

Listed below are several of the poems from this collection. Read the poems; then, choose your favorite from among them and explain how it spoke to you. Why do you think this particular poem was special to you?











	 
	 • Farewell to the Farm
	  • Looking-glass River
	 



	 
	 • The Hayloft
	  • The Gardener
	 



	 
	 • Keepsake Mill
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Chapters 8 to 12

A Comic Strip

This activity is designed especially for students with an artistic flair or who love comic books! It can be done for events included in Chapters 8 to 12, or from Chapter 1 to 12. The first step is to decide on the length of your comic strip (6 to 12 frames is suggested); next, consider what events you will include. You may wish to highlight a brief incident (i.e. Hattie confronts the children who are bullying Chase and Mattie).

A quick sketch of the comic strip can first be accomplished in a storyboard format before a final, good copy is attempted. The strip should include a title, dialogue, and color. It should be neat and imaginative.
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Chapters 13 to 14

Anagrams

An anagram is a word that is formed by changing the order of the letters of another word. For example, the letters in the word FROM can also form the word FORM. Follow these directions to form the anagrams:

a)  Read the clue in the right-hand column.

b)  Using the word in the left-hand column, move the letters around in any order, but you must use all the letters. Each of the words in the left-hand column are found in Chapters 13–14 of Hattie Big Sky.







	Word	Anagram	Clue

	means		Words by which a person, place, or thing are known.

	deal		To act as guide; show the way

	alone		A type of lizard

	Chase		Hurts

	flower		A hunter of birds

	horse		Edge of a body of water
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Chapters 15 to 20

Letter to Charlie

As the novel progresses, it is evident that Hattie’s feelings for Charlie are growing steadily — as are his feelings for her. In Chapters 15–20, Hattie writes one letter to Charlie (end of Chapter 16) and he writes one to her (end of Chapter 18). Imagine you are Hattie and reread Charlie’s letter. Now, write a reply to his letter.

Take note that Charlie begins his letter very affectionately. What do you think Hattie would feel when she read these words?

The letter also reveals a huge tragedy for Charlie, for he tells Hattie that his best friend had been killed that very morning. What would Hattie say to comfort him?

Your letter should be approximately one-half page in length.
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Chapters 21 to 23

Worth Posting!

Your assignment is to write a brief review of Hattie Big Sky for posting on a website. This is an opportunity to share your opinion of the novel with other young people who are considering whether to read the book or not.

Your review should be at least two paragraphs in length. One paragraph should briefly describe the plot (without giving away the ending). The second paragraph should give your impression of the novel. You may wish to interview a couple of your classmates so that you can include their opinions of the novel in your review as well.

When writing your impression, try to include one favorable comment and one suggestion as to how the novel might be improved.
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Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are written backwards.











	armistice
	doughboy
	honyocker
	rivulet
	skivvies



	conscripted
	elaborate
	nausea
	scoundrel
	tentative



	coulee
	fabric
	poultice
	sedition
	tirade
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Comprehension Quiz








	Answer each question in a complete sentence.
	[image: ]



	1.
	Hattie moved from what town in Iowa to near what town in Montana? What was the year?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	2.
	Describe what brought Hattie to Montana.



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	3.
	Why did Karl Mueller have to register as an enemy alien?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	4.
	What skill did Hattie put to use when confronted by a wolf and when some boys were bullying Chase and Mattie? Who taught her this skill?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	5.
	What is meant by the term “doughboys”?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	6.
	What two crops did Hattie plan on planting?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	7.
	Describe how Plug saved Chase and Mattie?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:  /16
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Comprehension Quiz








	8.
	What was the official purpose of the Dawson County Council of Defense, and who was its leader?
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	9.
	What did the stars in the margins of Charlie’s letters signify?
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	10.
	Why was it so important to Hattie to have the opportunity to write for the newspaper in Arlington?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	11.
	What was Traft Martin going to use Hattie’s land for if she sold it to him?



	 
	 
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	12.
	Describe what devastated the Mueller family. What event in particular was especially tragic?
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	13.
	What disaster put an end to Hattie’s dreams? How was this accomplished?
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	14.
	What were Hattie’s immediate plans after leaving Vida? What plans did Charlie have?
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SUBTOTAL:  /14












	
   1.   

911 miles — about 31 hours.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. scoundrel

2. discreet

3. odiferous

4. resolve

5. contemptible

6. agitation

7. tirade

8. diversion

9. relinquish

10. valiant


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  B

b)  [image: ]  C

c)  [image: ]  B

d)  [image: ]  D

e)  [image: ]  A


	
   1.   

Dec 19, 1917, Arlington, Iowa. Jan. 3, 1918. Wolf Point, Montana.



   2.   

Charlie leaving for the war.



   3.   

If she came and took over his claim in Montana and worked it, it was hers.



   4.   

Answers will vary.



   5.   

The “free” land was still costing him money.



   6.   

She was an orphan who had been moved from place to place all her life.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. H

2. K

3. E

4. A

5. J

6. C

7. D

8. B

9. F

10. L

11. G

12. I


	
   1.   

a)    F 



b)    T 



c)    T 



d)    T 



e)    F 



f)    T 



   2.   

a) 2

b) 5

c) 1

d) 6

e) 3

f) 4
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   1.   

Land of Shining Mountains; The Treasure State.

   2.   

A voice inside her head that told her to pick herself up and get a fire lit.

   3.   

Answers will vary (i.e. with a full stomach, her circumstances didn’t seem so bleak).

   4.   

The mud in spring and the heat in summer.

   5.   

Answers will vary (i.e. kicking over the milk bucket; flicking her tail across Hattie’s face).

   6.   

Answers will vary (i.e. she tried to drive it off and warn Violet by yelling; the wolf attacked Violet, grabbing on to her tail; Hattie threw two rocks, finally forcing the wolf to let go).





	
11

	
12

	
13

	
14

	
15

	
16
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. muse

2. proclaim

3. treasonous

4. concoction

5. desolate

6. adept

7. barricade

8. elfin

9. discern

10. minuscule


	
   1.   

a) nine



b) flax, wheat

c) family, home

d) drown

e) Trouble



   2.   

a) rope

b) snow

c) book

d) stone

e) fence


	
   1.   

To put Mildred down in Charlie’s eyes.

   2.   

By pawing her way down to the grass under the snow.

   3.   

When lost in the storm they held on to Plug’s tail and he brought them to Hattie’s.

   4.   

His first language was German, so he was not yet fluent in English.

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

To encourage people to follow the food rules and buy Liberty Bonds. Traft Martin.


	
Vocabulary

Across

3. Brooks

4. Chinook

7. thought

8. resolve

9. acres

11. Charlie

12. mechanic

14. Vida



Down

1. Arlington

2. lobo

4. Chester

5. patriotic

6. Mueller

10. reprint

11. claim

12. mail

13. Aunt


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

a. Trouble



b. Easter; c. mail



d. flax; e. wheat



f. Hun



g. fairy; h. tales



i. Time



j. Wilson



k. choir


	
   1.   

Probably soldiers he knew who had been killed.

   2.   

Answers will vary (i.e. he was always reading, inventing things, training his calf…)

   3.   

Answers will vary (i.e. her family were outcasts because Karl was German).

   4.   

Answers will vary (i.e. guilt that her son hadn’t enlisted).

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

The local paper wanted to print her letters. It would mean receiving extra money which she needed to survive.
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18

	
19

	
20

	
21

	
22


















	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



Vocabulary

1. a



2. b



3. c



4. d



5. c



6. b



7. a


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  A



b)  [image: ]  C



c)  [image: ]  D



d)  [image: ]  A



e)  [image: ]  B


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

She was a bad bluffer — you could tell what she was thinking.



   3.   

Dear God, please don’t let it be the house. The fire might be in the barn.



   4.   

The fire — i.e. the fire was too hungry.



   5.   

Answers will vary (i.e. provide suspense).



   6.   

Proving up on my life.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.



Vocabulary

1. wistful



2. admonished



3. skivvies



4. embedded



5. urchins



6. propensity



7. discern



8. dubious



9. semblance



10. discretion


	
   1.   

a)    F 



b)    T 



c)    F 



d)    F 



e)    T 

f)    T 



   2.   

a) 5



b) 3



c) 1



d) 6



e) 2



f) 4


	
[image: ]

   1.   

She would get her field plowed. He’d get to plant a crop on 20 of her acres.

   2.   

Answers will vary.



   3.   

Answers will vary.

   4.   

She removed her skirt and petticoat and waved them at the horses, yelling and dancing around.

   5.   

Chester still owed him $220 for fencing.

   6.   

She dunked her in a barrel of water.
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28
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   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



Vocabulary

1. b



2. a



3. d



4. c



5. a



6. d


	
   1.   

a) heatstroke



b) lonely



c) Karl, Charlotta



d) oven



e) sister



f) cherry tree



   2.   

a) sense



b) dichotomy



c) snake



d) bassinet



e) cattle


	
   1.   

For not registering for the draft. Answers will vary.

   2.   

Reverend Schatz raised money for Elmer’s bond.

   3.   

He would pay her $800 for her claim, half that would pay off the claim. She refused.

   4.   

Choosing a “German” name would cause offense.

   5.   

She was afraid God would punish Karl for being German.

   6.   

By reading between the lines in his letters. Answers will vary (i.e. emotional).


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



Vocabulary

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

a) basketballs



b) giraffe



c) Savings



d) stamps; e) 100



f) flag



g) Ebgard



h) Traft



i) legal



j) picnic; k) baseball



l) Independence



m) Tweed



n) third; o) pitcher



p) Governor;



q) Defense



   2.   

a)  [image: ]  A

b)  [image: ]  c

b)  [image: ]  C

d)  [image: ]  B


	
   1.   

It was more than she could afford



   2.   

She felt pressured / intimidated into making it.



   3.   

Answers will vary.



   4.   

32 days.



   5.   

It was too hot inside.



   6.   

Sleep is given human attributes (snatched something up).
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30

	
31

	
32

	
33

	
34


















	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



Vocabulary

Reasons will vary.

1. d



2. c



3. a



4. d



5. b



6. d


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  C



b)  [image: ]  A



c)  [image: ]  B



d)  [image: ]  B



e)  [image: ]  C


	
   1.   

The reader wonders what threat lies behind his words, “So you think”.



   2.   

Hail destroyed most of the standing crops.



   3.   

Answers will vary (i.e. they didn’t seem to be blaming her for her predicament).



   4.   

Hattie wasn’t 21 years old.



   5.   

He accounted her years of experience toward qualifying her as a head of household, which took precedence over the required age.



   6.   

Answers will vary (i.e. she saved him from an earlier beating on the street).


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



Vocabulary

1. composed



2. acrimonious



3. poultice



4. superficial



5. armistice



6. ministration



7. confide



8. beholden



9. galling



10. diminish


	
   1.   

a)    T 



b)    T 



c)    T 



d)    F 



e)    T 



f)    F 



   2.   

a) 4



b) 5



c) 6



d) 1



e) 3



f) 2
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   1.   

There was no time — they were too sick.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



   3.   

The memories of Mattie were too hurtful.



   4.   

Answers will vary (i.e. Hattie accepts the fact that she will lose her claim).



   5.   

Answers will vary.



   6.   

Answers will vary (i.e. she needed more time — time to get reacquainted with him).





	
35

	
36

	
37

	
38

	
39

	
40
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Word Search Puzzle
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   1.   

Arlington to Vida in 1918.



   2.   

Her uncle left her a homestead claim.



   3.   

He was born in Germany.



   4.   

Pitching. Charlie.



   5.   

American soldiers in World War I.



   6.   

Flax and wheat.



   7.   

When caught in a blizzard they held on to his tail and he pulled them to Hattie’s place.


	
   8.   

To encourage people to follow the food rules and buy Liberty Bonds. Traft Martin.



   9.   

Friends who had been killed.



   10.   

The money they paid her helped her pay her bills.



   11.   

Grazing cattle.



   12.   

The Spanish flu. It killed Mattie.



   13.   

A hailstorm destroyed most of her crops so she wasn’t able to prove her claim or pay her bills.



   14.   

She was going to take a job as a chambermaid in Great Falls. He was going to be an airplane mechanic in Seattle.





	
44

	
45

	
46
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Hattie Big Sky is a novel filled with sights and sounds (as well as stimulants for the
other three senses as well). Hattie endures many memorable experiences during the
few months she lived on the homestead: foiling in the hot prairie sun; living through
blizzards and hailstorms; gaining valuable experience as a cook; fighting off wild animails
(a wolf and wild horses). Look back over the novel and find examples of the five senses
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one scene for several examples or include a number of different scenes.
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Hattie’s final decision to leave her homestead and take a job as a chambermaid
in Great Falls seems to be quite sensible. She does have a lot of bills to pay and the
future looks rather bleak. It is, however, a decision that she does not make easily,
and I’'m sure she will wonder for the rest of her life whether she made the right choice.
Surely during this time, a lot of thoughts and arguments went through her mind —
both for staying and for taking the job in Great Falls.

Why I should stay Why I should go to Great Falls
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