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When You Reach Me











	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: ________















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4

	 



	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a basic understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a good understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel

	 



	Content

• information and details relevant to focus

	Elements incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements complete; details missing

	All required elements completed; key details contain some description

	All required elements completed; enough description for clarity

	 



	Style

• effective word choice and originality

• precise language

	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language

	 



	Conventions

• spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention

	 














	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our Literature Kit is designed to give the teacher several helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. The guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities that match the student’s abilities.

Our literature kit divides the novel by parts and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include family relationships, time travel, New York City (living in the city), television game shows, self-sacrifice, bullying, racial prejudice, self-acceptance/awareness, coming of age, the discovery of one’s personal values and priorities. When You Reach Me provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion because of the vivid portrayal of its main characters, and the evolving relationships between the main character Miranda and her school colleagues, Marcus, Annemarie, Julia and Sal.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.



•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handouts
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns—just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1, 2, 3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of When You Reach Me.Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	COMPARE AND CONTRAST
When You Reach Me features an array of fascinating characters, from the opinionated Julia, the perfect Richard, crazy laughing man, to the withdrawn Sal, and the distracted, complicated Marcus. For this activity, students are to choose one character from the story to compare/contrast with Jimmy, the owner of the sandwich shop. They are to consider five attributes (physical features and personality traits) about these two characters and record them in the left-hand column. A variety of attributes should be selected, which are both similar and different, and details should be given where appropriate. Found on Page 53.











	TIMELINE
Miranda’s life is certainly filled with a number of unusual adventures and a good number of memorable characters (Marcus, the laughing man, Julia, Jimmy, etc.) In this assignment, students are expected to complete the Timeline by inserting at least a dozen important events from the novel. As a bonus activity, students can also be asked to identify the event that they consider to be the climax of the novel. Found on Page 54.
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	CONCEPT MAP
Miranda leads quite an eventful life, and during the course of events described in this novel, she experiences a wide range of emotions. Certainly many of her adventures make for fascinating reading and discussion. The Concept Map is an excellent tool to help students analyze story elements so they might better relate to a major event described in the novel. Students are asked to choose one major event (for example, Sal being saved by the laughing man) and provide details regarding the Five W’s: WHAT happened, WHO was there, WHEN it happened, WHERE it happened, and WHY it happened. Found on Page 55.
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Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

Our Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.
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BLOOM’S TAXONOMY: 6 LEVELS OF THINKING

*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.






Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.











	[image: ]
	 




Summary of the Story

When You Reach Me is set in New York City during the 1970’s. The main character of the story is Miranda, an independent-minded girl in sixth grade. She lives with her mother in a rather run-down apartment and enjoys the friendship of her sixth grade neighbor, Sal. Miranda’s New York City world is peopled by interesting characters, including her mother’s boyfriend, Richard, a crazy “laughing man” who hangs around outside her apartment, and a gang of older boys who loiter outside a local garage harassing Miranda and her friends at every opportunity. Miranda’s world, however, begins to unravel one day when Sal is punched in the stomach by a local tough kid, Marcus. From that point on, Sal does not want to hang out with Miranda, so for the first time she is forced to make friends with other kids in her school, Colin and Annemarie.

As the story unfolds, Miranda is surprised to discover that Marcus is a very intelligent boy who shares Miranda’s fascination with science fiction — especially as it pertains to time travel portrayed in Miranda’s favorite novel, A Wrinkle in Time. Adding a sense of mystery to Miranda’s rather unsettled life, is the sudden appearance of a series of strange messages she receives from an unknown person — messages filled with foreboding and mystery.

In the background is a subplot involving Miranda’s mother’s upcoming appearance on the television show, “The $20,000 Pyramid”.

The novel climaxes with Marcus chasing Sal to apologize for hitting him earlier, but Sal runs out in front of a truck and escapes death when the “laughing man” saves him. It is through this event and the mysterious notes Miranda has received that she realizes the laughing man is actually Marcus, who has time traveled to return and save Sal’s life.

Suggestions for Further Reading

[image: ]
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OTHER BOOKS BY KIRBY LARSON

First Light © 2008


OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

Madeleine L’Engle, A Wrinkle In Time © 2007
Lois Lowry, The Giver © 2002
E.L. Konigsburg, From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler © 1998
Mary Rodgers, Freaky Friday © 1972
Madeleine L’Engle, An Acceptable Time © 2007
Kit Pearson, Handful of Time © 2007
John Marsden, Out of Time © 2005
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List of Vocabulary


PART 1

• option • essential • grateful • hassle • tenant • furious • processed • expression • swivel • repulsive • definite • dungeon • latchkey • lobs • dramatic • nasal • paralegal • Miranda • register • pyramid




PART 2

• clove • predator • predictable • hunch • stroll • obvious • nonexistent • grudge • conference • treaty • hexagon • rectangle • portrait • desperate • torture • invisible • gangbusters • salute • facial • stroll




PART 3

• incredible • prolong • gesture • complicated • romantic • monitor • proposal • assumption • velour • oblivious • celebrity • reveal • architect • frustrate • construct • pathetic • banisters • relativity • salami • physics




PART 4

• definitely • apartment • wedged • interrupt • preparations • inserting • disgusting • reaction • distracted • invisible • conversation • radiator • crispy • perspective • compliment • suede • roach • randomly • spunky




PART 5

• circulation • gesture • proposal • seizure • tesser • lecture • document • mimeographs • hula • pregnant • criminal • crosstown • congratulations • approved • mentioned • racewalked • protected • starches • lecture • alertness




PART 6

• oblivious • teleportation • mystified • triumphant • justification • hysterical • dissolved • gutter • approve • exhale • recognize • construct • sprint • swagger • miserable • outweigh • accuse • mentally • vitamin • nightgown




PART 7

• adjust • appropriate • microscopic • expensive • obvious • symbolize • eventual • intercom • omelet • workbooks • vacation • revealing • character • racist • eggnog • edition • rectangular • portable • bracelet • spiral




PART 8

• deliberate • beforehand • splayed • frantic • nonjudgmental • technically • concentrate • determination • concept • deserted • awning • hyper • grateful • absorbed • sacrifice • tortured • truce • resist • looney • vibe




PART 9

• dismiss • nutcracker • shriek • tissue • terse • deliberately • theory • conspiracy • positively • apologize • casually • anesthesia • allegation • notify • blazer • accusingly • absolutely • gesture • tart • observation




PART 10

• rehearse • install • approve • embroider • concentrate • podium • swivel • artificial • precise • incredible • intercom • barrettes • terrified • celebrities • contestant • squawked • origami • tacos • salute • categories
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Rebecca Stead

[image: ]“Well, it’s simple to love someone,” she said. “But it’s hard to know when you need to say it out loud.”last words in paragraph three of our story are,

— Rebecca Stead (When You Reach Me)

“Sometimes you never feel meaner than the moment you stop being mean.”

— Rebecca Stead (When You Reach Me)

Rebecca Stead was born January 16, 1968 in New York City (the setting of When You Reach Me). She attended Vassar College where she obtained her bachelor’s degree in 1989. When she was a young girl, although she enjoyed writing, she felt this was not a practical career, so she became a lawyer instead.

Some years later, after she married and had welcomed two sons into the world, she began to seriously consider writing. “I went to a bookstore and bought an armload of books that I remembered loving as a kid. I read them. I went back to the store and bought more books. I read them. And then I began to write, and I began to love writing. That’s when I became a writer.”

Her first novel, First Light (a young adult science fiction and mystery novel) was published in 2007. (She started writing it in 2002.) When You Reach Me was her second novel. It proved to be very popular with both her readers and critics, winning the Newbery Award in 2010.
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	•

	Stead remembers fondly the way to make and enjoy tacos from her elementary school years.




	•

	Credits her son with inspiring her to write children’s novels when he accidentally pushed her laptop off the table, losing all her “serious” writing.




	•
	Believes the most important thing to know about writing is that there are no rules.
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Part One: Things You Keep in a Box to Things That Kick

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	If you had the opportunity of appearing on a television game show, which one would you go on? Why?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	When you begin reading a new novel, what do you hope to find in the first few chapters that will spark your interest?
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word. Be careful — a couple are a bit tricky!













	option
	essential
	grateful
	hassle
	tenant



	furious
	processed
	expression
	swivel
	repulsive











	
	1.
	Frozen foods are often treated at the factory to preserve their freshness.



	
	2.
	It is impossible to rotate your body when you have a broken neck.



	
	3.
	She started the day by getting into an altercation with her sister.



	
	4.
	Touching the toad was a disgusting experience for poor Esmeralda.



	
	5.
	Mrs. McPherson was most appreciative for the bouquet of flowers.



	
	6.
	Were you aware that we had more than one choice?



	
	7.
	The bull was enraged when they waved the red cape in front of it.



	
	8.
	Considering every option is vital for our continued success.



	
	9.
	Scotty was a boarder at my aunt’s rooming house.



	
	10.
	His face wore such a grim countenance I was certain something had gone dreadfully wrong.
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Part One: Things You Keep in a Box to Things That Kick









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	
	a)
	Miranda’s mom was going to be a contestant on:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Family Feud.
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	B
	The $20,000 Pyramid.
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	C
	A Minute to Win It.
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	D
	Wipeout!



	 
	b)
	Richard loves to ___________.



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	jog



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	sing



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	sail



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	play racquet ball



	 
	c)
	Richard taps his ___________ to remind Miranda’s mom that he is not perfect.



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	arm



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	leg



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	head



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	chest



	 
	d)
	The more stuff Mom swipes from the office supply closet the more she’s hating ___________.



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	the city



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	commuting



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	being poor



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	work



	 
	e)
	The name Miranda stands for ________.
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	A
	people’s rights
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	B
	personal responsibilities
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	C
	absolute perfection
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	D
	None of the above
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Part One: Things You Keep in a Box to Things That Kick

Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.







	1.
	What is a “latchkey child”?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	The last words in paragraph three of our story are, “Just like you said”. What does this tell us?



	
	




	
	




	3.
	See if you can figure it out! In the chapter “Things You Hide,” Miranda briefly describes a book she is reading to Belle. The title isn’t given. What is the name of the book?



	
	




	
	




	4.
	Sarcasm can be defined as a cutting remark made by someone. Can you find an example of sarcasm in these chapters? (Hint: Miranda uses sarcasm when speaking to her mother about Belle.)



	
	




	
	




	5.
	What was the purpose of the tenant meeting?



	
	




	
	




	6.
	Why do you think Miranda and Sal pretended not to notice the laughing man when they passed him on the street?
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	Imagine you are Miranda’s mom and you are about to go on a nationally televised game show. Write a journal entry expressing your thoughts and fears about this upcoming event.
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Part Two: Things That Get Tangled to Things That Burn

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	List three things that you already know are different between your world and Miranda’s.



	
	




	
	




	2.
	Sometimes it is dangerous to get one’s hopes up. Why might this be true? Why is it hard not to get one’s hopes up sometimes?
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.















	 1 
	clove
	
	guess
	 A 



	 2 
	predator
	
	resentment
	 B 



	 3 
	predict
	
	noticeable
	 C 



	 4 
	hunch
	
	six-sided figure
	 D 



	 5 
	stroll
	
	not real
	 E 



	 6 
	obvious
	
	dried flower bud
	 F 



	 7 
	nonexistent
	
	four-sided figure
	 G 



	 8 
	grudge
	
	pact; agreement
	 H 



	 9 
	conference
	
	marauder
	 I 



	 10 
	treaty
	
	amble
	 J 



	 11 
	hexagon
	
	foretell
	 K 



	 12 
	rectangle
	
	meeting
	 L 
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Part Two: Things That Get Tangled to Things That Burn











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Miranda had created a poster on the topic of “Why Do We Yawn?”



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	One of Miranda’s mother’s rules was, “never show your money on the street”.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Miranda blamed her dad for her curly brown hair.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Miranda knew it wasn’t wise to get her hopes up about her mother winning on the game show, so she never gave it a thought.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	When Miranda pressed Sal for an answer, he admitted that he still wanted to be friends with her.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Miranda hated Annemarie but never gave Julia much thought.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.
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	a)
	Sal gets punched in the stomach.



	
	[image: ]
	b)
	Miranda has lunch with Annemarie.



	
	[image: ]
	c)
	Miranda and Sal witness a fight between two boys who hung out by the garage.



	
	[image: ]
	d)
	Miranda goes to Annemarie’s apartment after school.



	
	[image: ]
	e)
	Miranda practices the speed round with her mother.



	
	[image: ]
	f)
	Miranda talks to the boy who punched Sal.
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Part Two: Things That Get Tangled to Things That Burn

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Miranda mentions a couple of strategies used by two of the characters in these chapters. What strategy does Richard use when he’s trying to solve a problem?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	What was Miranda’s strategy when confronted with someone on the street that she is afraid of?



	
	




	
	




	3.
	“Things That Get Tangled” ends with the words “the day Sal got punched”. How might this be considered a cliffhanger?



	
	




	
	




	4.
	Why do you think Sal no longer wanted to hang out with Miranda?



	
	




	
	




	5.
	Miranda relates the occurrence of three important events in the chapter entitled, “Things That Get Tangled”: the day the laughing man showed up; the day Mom met Louisa. What was the third event she mentioned and why do you think she regarded it as significant?



	
	




	
	




	6.
	Miranda leaves the reader with a definite impression of Julia. Describe the impression of Julia you were left with.
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	Getting punched in the stomach and then crying in front of Miranda must have been a horrible experience for Sal. Imagine you are Sal and write a journal entry describing this day’s experience. Make sure to describe how all this made you feel.
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Part Three: The Winner’s Circle to Things That Smell

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	If you were paired up with a celebrity on a game show like The $20,000 Pyramid, name the one celebrity you would most like to be paired with? Why?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	Have you ever formed an impression of someone only to have that impression shattered when you actually got to know the person better? Describe such an incident from your own experience, or from your imagination.
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.












	incredible
	prolong
	gesture
	complicated



	romantic
	monitor
	proposal
	assumption



	velour
	oblivious
	
	










	1.
	No one expects a teacher to ____________ the behavior of their students all of the time.



	2.
	I did not expect the solution to the puzzle to be as ____________ as it was.



	3.
	Before making a decision I will hear each ____________ made by the teams of scientists.



	4.
	He was hoping to ____________ the inevitable by remaining silent during questioning by the police.



	5.
	The raincoat was made of a ____________ fabric.



	6.
	Mr. Spock has never had a ____________ thought.



	7.
	Lifting the car up by himself was an ____________ feat of strength.



	8.
	“I know that handing over the toy was simply a ____________ of good faith,” he said. “Still, I think it was effective.”



	9.
	In this business it is not wise to make such an ____________ about the truth.



	10.
	Jill seemed ____________ to all of the noise and confusion going on around her.
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Part Three: The Winner’s Circle to Things That Smell








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.



	 
	a)
	In the Winner’s Circle of The $20,000 Pyramid, you have to win the __________ round.



	 
	b)
	In the Winner’s Circle, no __________ movements of any kind are allowed.



	 
	c)
	Richard was hoping to use the prize money to buy a __________.



	 
	d)
	The school secretary’s nickname was __________.



	 
	e)
	Miranda volunteered to be a runner for a __________ who was working that day in her school.











	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.











	  
	egg
	playground
	hair
	time
	tower


















	
	a)
	Miranda’s mom complained that some of the celebrities were as dumb as a bag of __________.



	
	b)
	During their practices for The $20,000 Pyramid, they used an __________ timer.



	
	c)
	Jay Stringer had built a cardboard building complete with fire escapes and a water __________.



	
	d)
	On the same classroom project, Miranda was working on a __________.



	
	e)
	Marcus believed that __________ travel was theoretically possible.
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Part Three: The Winner’s Circle to Things That Smell

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Miranda’s mom surmised that Mr. Tompkins became a teacher for a complicated reason. What did she suggest the reason to be?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	What reason did Bruce give for working out of the school?



	
	




	
	




	3.
	What gave Miranda the impression that Marcus was a good math student before she even spoke to him about it?



	
	




	
	




	4.
	Explain why Marcus thought the ladies lied at the beginning of the book Miranda was reading.



	
	




	
	




	5.
	Why do you think the fourth grader folded up the sticker and put it in his pocket before entering the class? Why did he do it at that moment? Why didn’t he throw it in the garbage?



	
	




	
	




	6.
	Miranda states, “I guess it’s obvious that Jimmy was kind of weird”. What reason does she give for making such a statement? Do you agree? Defend your answer.
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	The meeting of Miranda and Marcus was no doubt quite memorable for each of them. Imagine though that you are Sal and you see Miranda walking in the hall with Marcus, and then later on you see her speaking to him in the dentist’s office. How would this make you feel? Write a journal entry describing your feelings.
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Part Four: Things You Don’t Forget to Messy Things
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	Annemarie
apartment
Broadway
celebrity
Circle
Colin
freaked
Heilbroner
Julia
loiters
Marcus
Miranda
perspective
Pyramid
Sal
suede
Tompkin
Wheelie






	   
	
[image: ]

















	Across
	Down
	 



	1. The Winner’s _______.

5. Miranda’s mother complained that _______ partners are as dumb as a bag of hair.

6. Miranda’s teacher.

8. The novel’s protagonist.

	12. Miranda’s childhood friend.

13. Miranda’s mother often _______.

14. A street in Miranda’s neighborhood.

16. Marcus’ surname.


	1. Worked for Jimmy.

2. Something the laughing man does a lot.

3. Miranda’s classmate.

4. The $20,000 _______.

7. Point of View.

8. A puncher.


	9. Miranda lived in an _______.

10. Miranda’s friend.

11. A type of clothing material.

15. The school secretary.
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Part Four: Things You Don’t Forget to Messy Things

Answer the question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	In the next few chapters, Miranda receives two more mysterious notes. Imagine you are Miranda. What would be going through your mind with regard to receiving these kinds of messages?



	
	




	
	




	
	




	
	




	
	




	
	











	2.
	Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.



	When Miranda arrived home from school on Friday her door was [image: ], so she a ran up to [image: ]’s apartment. Miranda’s mother later found the key she had hidden in the [image: ] of the fire hose was gone. The note Miranda found on Monday morning was sticking out of her [image: ] book. The note asked Miranda to write a [image: ] and to mention the location of her house [image: ]. Miranda was [image: ]. Cutting the sandwich rolls at Jimmy’s always had to be done on a [image: ] degree angle. Miranda’s was a [image: ] and Jimmy said it looked [image: ].












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Part Four: Things You Don’t Forget to Messy Things

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What was there about the letter Miranda discovered in “The First Note” chapter that didn’t make sense?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	What skill did Miranda and the others have to learn before Jimmy would allow them to serve customers?



	
	




	
	




	3.
	When Miranda brought Annemarie to her apartment for the first time, what were her two wishes?



	
	




	
	




	4.
	In the chapter “Things on a Slant,” how does Jimmy reveal a racist side to his character? How might a Chinese person have felt if he or she had been in the store at that time?



	
	




	
	




	5.
	Why do you think Miranda noticed things about her apartment for the first time when Annemarie visited?



	
	




	
	




	6.
	What two instructions were given to Miranda in the second note?



	
	




	
	















	[image: ]

	 
	Miranda’s mom said that she believed there was a veil between ourselves and the rest of the world to make the world around us blurry. In your journal entry, tell what you think about this particular statement. Do you think it is possibly true? Why or why not?














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Part Five: Invisible Things to Things That Make No Sense

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	The conflict between Julia and Miranda comes out into the open in this section. Do you think this might help their relationship or make it worse? Why?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	Miranda discovers that one of her friends has a form of epilepsy in the coming pages. Investigate this illness and briefly describe its cause and symptoms.



	
	




	
	











	[image: ]  Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.














	1.
	The circulation of the two dollar bill has not been as successful as hoped for.



	 
	a) spread
	b) destruction
	c) position
	d) amount



	2.
	Your sister made a very offensive gesture that we all saw.



	 
	a) insult
	b) motion
	c) calculation
	d) mistruths



	3.
	“I heard that your proposal was approved,” Julia said.



	 
	a) sculpture
	b) challenge
	c) suggestion
	d) question



	4.
	Her seizure was so mild that no one at the table even noticed.



	 
	a) capture
	b) cacophony
	c) objection
	d) attack



	5.
	Tesser means to _______ through time and space.



	 
	a) attack
	b) observe
	c) travel
	d) telecommunicate



	6.
	We certainly didn’t expect a lecture when we arrived at your aunt’s doorstep.



	 
	a) present
	b) harangue
	c) bulletin
	d) governance



	7.
	It was most unexpected to find the document on my desk this morning.



	 
	a) paper
	b) stapler
	c) frieze
	d) kaleidoscope














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Part Five: Invisible Things to Things That Make No Sense









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	According to Richard, what did the zero say to the eight?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Nice belt.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	What a nice figure you have.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Holding your breath?



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Have you been working out?



	 
	b)
	The students weren’t allowed to leave Miranda’s school at lunchtime because of:



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	a shooter.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	a winter storm.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	the naked guy.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	the air pollution index.



	 
	c)
	Miranda thought the school lunch was ________.



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	bland



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	nonexistent



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	appetizing



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	gross



	 
	d)
	According to Julia, what was Annemarie not supposed to do?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Sit under florescent lights.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Get overtired.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Get too stressed out.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Eat bread, drink soda.



	 
	e)
	When speaking to Miranda, Julia had an accident with her ________.



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	iPod



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	watch



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	cell phone



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	none of the above












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Part Five: Invisible Things to Things That Make No Sense

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why do you think Jimmy made Julia leave his store?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	Miranda’s mother tells her that jails can make a person feel like a mistake is all they are. Like they aren’t even people anymore. Describe your feelings about this statement. Do you think she is accurate? Why or why not?



	
	




	
	




	3.
	Why did Miranda still like to hear the sound of Sal’s basketball?



	
	




	
	




	4.
	Why would the concluding sentence of the chapter entitled “Salty Things” be considered a cliffhanger?



	
	




	
	




	5.
	Describe the incident in the cafeteria involving Annemarie. How did Julia react? What might this reveal about Julia’s personality?



	
	




	
	




	6.
	What strategy did Sal adopt when he passed Marcus on the sidewalk?



	
	




	
	















	[image: ]

	 
	Imagine you are Miranda. Read over her third mysterious letter again and see if you can gain any clues as to who the writer might be from this message (and the previous two messages). Write your observations as a journal entry compiling a list of potential suspects and the reason(s) for each.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Part Six: Things That Make No Sense to Things That Get Stuck







	Answer the questions in complete sentences.










	1.
	Most people believe that it is important for them to lead a life that is interesting and fulfilling. What would you consider to be an interesting and fulfilling life for yourself?



	
	




	
	




	
	




	2.
	Some people are harder to get to know than others (i.e. Julia). Why do you think this is sometimes the case?



	
	




	
	




	
	













	[image: ]
	 
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.













	
	oblivious
	teleportation
	mystified
	triumphant



	
	justification
	hysterical
	dissolved
	gutter



	
	approve
	exhale
	
	










	1.
	We found my baseball in the ________ outside the school.



	2.
	When we jumped out of the closet wearing ghost costumes, my mother went absolutely ________.



	3.
	There’s no ________ for anyone being so cruel to another person.



	4.
	Scientists may be on the verge of sending someone to the planet Saturn through ________.



	5.
	“I do not ________ of the way you waste your money,” my mother stated.



	6.
	After being punched in the stomach, Sal found it most difficult to ________.



	7.
	Miranda was ________ to the tumult around her.



	8.
	The audience ________ in laughter after the comedian’s first joke.



	9.
	He was more than ________ when the handprint appeared on the windowpane.



	10.
	It was a surprise when the Celtics were ________ in the playoffs.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Part Six: Things That Make No Sense to Things That Get Stuck











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Julia’s ring had diamond chips in it.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Marcus admits that hitting Sal had been really dumb.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Miranda felt that she was much better at drawing than Annemarie.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	When Miranda stopped to talk to the laughing man, he asked her how old she was and what size of shoes she wore.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Miranda’s mother was upset that Miranda talked to the laughing man.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Miranda’s mother was distraught because she and Richard were thinking of breaking up.














	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.












	
	[image: ]
	a)
	Miranda visits Annemarie.



	
	[image: ]
	b)
	Jimmy’s bread order comes up two rolls short.



	
	[image: ]
	c)
	Miranda and Marcus discuss problems with time travel.



	
	[image: ]
	d)
	Miranda offers the laughing man a sandwich.



	
	[image: ]
	e)
	Miranda asks Marcus why he hit Sal.



	
	[image: ]
	f)
	Miranda goes through Colin’s knapsack.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Part Six: Things That Make No Sense to Things That Get Stuck

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why do you think Miranda brings up the topic of the time machine again with Marcus at the beginning of the Chapter entitled “Things That Make No Sense”?



	
	




	2.
	Do you think the title “Things That Make No Sense” is a good title for this chapter? Why or why not?



	
	




	
	




	3.
	What reason did Marcus give for hitting Sal?



	
	




	
	




	4.
	Why do you think it meant so much to Jimmy when his bread order came up two rolls short? What happened to the two rolls?



	
	




	
	




	5.
	Why do you think Miranda couldn’t stand the thought of Annemarie thinking that Colin had given her the rose?



	
	




	
	




	6.
	Why did the author entitle the last chapter “Things That Get Stuck”?



	
	




	
	















	[image: ]

	 
	Imagine you are Miranda’s mom. She seems to have a difficult time making important decisions and worries that she might be too cautious. What would her journal entry look like after her discussion with Miranda about Richard and this possible change in their relationship?














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Part Seven: Tied-Up Things to The Second Proof

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Sometimes we tend to envy the positive traits in our friends’ parents. Why do you think that people sometimes tend to do this at times?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	The Jewish theologian Abraham Heschel wrote, Racism is man’s gravest threat to man — the maximum of hatred for a minimum of reason. In the next section, racism raises its very ugly head and Miranda and the others feel its effects. Describe your feelings with regard to the Heschel quote. Is he right? Explain your answer.



	
	




	
	











	[image: ]

Circle the correct word that matches the meaning of the underlined word.














	1.
	Before wearing the new skirt, Jasmine had to adjust the length.



	 
	a) speak about
	b) alter
	c) categorize
	d) tune-up



	2.
	“That remark was not appropriate, Raymond,” Mrs. Kemble said.



	 
	a) suitable
	b) correct
	c) detailed
	d) impartial



	3.
	The amount of dirt on the kitchen floor was very microscopic.



	 
	a) large
	b) filthy
	c) germ-infested
	d) small



	4.
	The copy of the book was very expensive.



	 
	a) modest
	b) reasonable
	c) costly
	d) surreptitious



	5.
	How is it possible for something to be so obvious and yet so difficult to comprehend?



	 
	a) apparent
	b) expensive
	c) lovable
	d) timeless



	6.
	What does the tree in the picture symbolize?



	 
	a) produce
	b) disembody
	c) catatonic
	d) represent














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Part Seven: Tied-Up Things to The Second Proof







	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.






	a)
	The snacks that Annemarie’s father brought was tied up with ______.



	b)
	For breakfast, Miranda’s mom was making ______ omelets.



	c)
	When Miranda’s mom slept through the weather report, Miranda was the only one in her class without ______.



	d)
	Annemarie picked a card with ______ on it.



	e)
	Annemarie’s dad said he would take them ______ in Central Park.



	f)
	Colin told Miranda that although he had taken the ______ from Jimmy’s, he hadn’t stolen the ______.
















	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.











	Swiss
	cool
	pen
	Tesser
	edition
	baby
	
















	
	a)
	Annemarie felt Miranda’s mother was ____________ and that her own father treated her like a ____________.



	
	b)
	Miranda referred to Julia as the ____________ Miss.



	
	c)
	For Christmas, Miranda got Richard a ____________.



	
	d)
	Richard bought a first ____________ copy of “A Wrinkle in Time” for Miranda.



	
	e)
	The autograph in the front of the novel said “Miranda, ____________ well…”














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Part Seven: Tied-Up Things to The Second Proof

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	At the beginning of “Tied-Up Things,” Miranda complains to her mother about the dirty apartment. Why do you think Miranda didn’t take it upon herself to help with the clean-up?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	When Miranda and Sal were little, what always happened when Sal slept over?



	
	




	
	




	3.
	Why wouldn’t Jimmy let them help him anymore? What strategy did they follow in getting him to change his mind?



	
	




	
	




	4.
	What did Jimmy say to Miranda and the others that incensed Annemarie?



	
	




	
	




	5.
	What did Annemarie say to Miranda that was quite offensive?



	
	




	
	




	6.
	“Christmas Vacation” details the thoughts of Miranda as she struggles to try to understand some of the things she has recently experienced with her friends. What do you think she meant when she said “Does it matter?” I asked myself. It did.?



	
	




	
	















	[image: ]

	 
	Miranda ends this section on a note of foreboding: “That was the worst part. I was alone.” Imagine you are Miranda and create a journal entry which elaborates on these feelings of aloneness — especially after all of the upsetting things that have happened recently (to Sal, Annemarie, Julia…)














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Part Eight: Things in an Elevator to Things That Are Sweet

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Have you or a close friend ever had a feud with another student? Describe how this made you feel, or, use your imagination to picture how this might make you feel.



	
	




	
	




	2.
	Miranda sometimes considers her mother to be overprotective. What do you think would cause a parent to become overprotective with his or her children? When is this a good idea? When might it be bad?



	
	




	
	












	[image: ]

	Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure that the meaning of each word is clear in your sentence.





Deliberate

 

Beforehand

 

Splayed

 

Frantic

 

Nonjudgmental

 

Technically

 

Concentrate

 

Determination

 

Concept

 











	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Part Eight: Things in an Elevator to Things That Are Sweet







	1.
	Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.



	On [image: ] [image: ] Day, Miranda left the apartment early and left her mother a note saying she would bring her back a [image: ]. Miranda called Annemarie from a [image: ] phone on the [image: ]. Annemarie was in the [image: ], but her dad told Miranda to come right over. Annemarie received all sorts of cool [image: ] stuff for Christmas. Miranda’s mom called and she was [image: ] because she didn’t know where Miranda had gone. Even Annemarie’s dad looked [image: ]. At the door, Annemarie apologized for the stupid things she had said to Miranda about [image: ]. Annemarie’s dad smiled at Miranda as she was leaving only because he’s the [image: ] man on Earth. After leaving Annemarie’s apartment, Miranda and her mother both [image: ] and then decided to go to a [image: ], where they ate [image: ] and [image: ]. Walking down the street with her mother beside her reminded Miranda of having a [image: ] wrapped around her. When they got back to their apartment, [image: ] was waiting for them outside reading a [image: ].










	2.
	Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:



	a)
	Miranda considered Jay Stringer to be a:







	[image: ]
	A.
	genius.



	[image: ]
	B.
	dork.



	[image: ]
	C.
	jock.



	[image: ]
	D.
	hunk.



	 
	b)
	At the music assembly, Alice was ______:







	[image: ]
	A.
	sleeping.



	[image: ]
	B.
	chewing gum.



	[image: ]
	C.
	giggling.



	[image: ]
	D.
	squirming.





	c)
	Miranda considered Annemarie to be:







	[image: ]
	A.
	a nerd.



	[image: ]
	B.
	nonjudgmental.



	[image: ]
	C.
	sweet.



	[image: ]
	D.
	condescending.



	 
	d)
	Who had left the rose for Annemarie?







	[image: ]
	A.
	Colin



	[image: ]
	B.
	Julia



	[image: ]
	C.
	Jimmy



	[image: ]
	D.
	none of the above














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Part Eight: Things in an Elevator to Things That Are Sweet

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What kind act did Miranda do for Alice during the assembly?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	What do you think prompted Miranda to show such thoughtfulness to Alice?



	
	




	
	




	3.
	What was the written message that Miranda dropped on Julia’s lap? What do you think prompted her to do this at this time?



	
	




	
	




	4.
	In the chapter “Things That Turn Upside Down”, what almost broke Miranda’s heart? Why?



	
	




	
	




	5.
	Who did Miranda discover had stolen Jimmy’s two dollar bills? Why was this a bit surprising?



	
	




	
	




	6.
	Why was Miranda astounded when Julia complained about her bedroom?



	
	




	
	















	[image: ]

	 
	The past few chapters have involved a number of different characters and been quite eventful. Imagine you are one of the people from this section (Alice, Colin, Miranda’s mom, Belle, Julia, Annemarie, the laughing man, Sal). With a partner, create an interview with this character as a journal entry. Create at least three interesting and relevant questions and answers.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Part Nine: The Last Note to Things You Protect

Answer the question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Who do you think is writing the mysterious notes to Miranda? Why do you suspect this person?



	
	




	
	




	
	




	
	




	
	




	
	




	
	












	[image: ]

	In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word that does not belong. Then write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.














	1.
	a) dismiss
	b) banish
	c) remove
	d) resolve



	
	 



	2.
	a) terse
	b) abrupt
	c) tense
	d) short



	
	 



	3.
	a) anticipated
	b) deliberate
	c) intentional
	d) calculated



	
	 



	4.
	a) tart
	b) bitter
	c) sour
	d) sassy



	
	 



	5.
	a) conspiracy
	b) disunion
	c) plot
	d) scheme



	
	 



	6.
	a) casual
	b) random
	c) accidental
	d) deliberate



	
	 














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Part Nine: The Last Note to Things You Protect











	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	
	a)
	Although the boys outside the garage would not hit smaller kids, they would ________ them.



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	protect



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	chase



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	torment



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	kick



	 
	b)
	When Marcus started to chase Sal, what position was the laughing man in?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Nutcracker



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Defensive



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Turtle soup



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Resting



	 
	c)
	The black shoe that Miranda noticed on the street belonged to ___________.



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Sal



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Richard



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Marcus



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	the laughing man



	 
	d)
	Who had encouraged Marcus to hit someone?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Andrew



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Anthony



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Antonio



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Alberto



	 
	e)
	When the police came looking for Marcus, what words best describes Wheelie’s strategy?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Cooperate fully with them.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Lie to them.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Stall them.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Get the principal involved right away.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Part Nine: The Last Note to Things You Protect

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why do you think the author numbers the events described in the chapter “The Last Note”?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	In the chapter “The Last Note”, what do you make of Point # 14?



	
	




	
	




	3.
	Write a brief synopsis of how Sal was almost killed. Be sure to include how he was saved from a sure death.



	
	




	
	




	4.
	How did Miranda discover that the writer of the mysterious messages had been the laughing man?



	
	




	
	




	5.
	Why had Sal shut Miranda out of his life?



	
	




	
	




	6.
	Why did Miranda and the dentist conspire to keep the police from questioning Marcus right away? What were they waiting for?



	
	




	
	















	[image: ]

	 
	The last few chapters certainly have been exciting and dramatic — especially for Sal, Miranda and Marcus. Imagine you are one of these three characters and write a journal entry describing your feelings about these recent events. Be sure to mention the part that the laughing man played in these adventures.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Part Ten: Things You Line Up to Parting Gifts

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	What is meant by the climax of a story? When does it usually occur in a novel?



	
	




	
	




	
	




	2.
	Why is it important for a story to have a climax?



	
	




	
	




	
	













	[image: ]
	 
	Choose a word from the list that means the same (or nearly the same) as the underlined word(s).













	rehearse
	install
	approve
	embroider
	concentrate



	podium
	swivel
	artificial
	precise
	incredible











	
	1.
	I will need to contemplate on the solution to that problem for a time.



	
	2.
	Did Mrs. Tinsley’s class practice the play beforehand?



	
	3.
	The grass in the stadium was fake.



	
	4.
	What was the exact nature of Sarah’s illness?



	
	5.
	When Mrs. Frankford approached the dais, the student body applauded wildly.



	
	6.
	Did she cross-stitch the pattern on the jacket?



	
	7.
	Did you place the software in the client’s computer?



	
	8.
	“What a fantastic shortstop he is!” Marjorie exclaimed.



	
	9.
	The dancer did a pirouette before losing her balance and toppling to the stage.



	
	10.
	Did your grandmother support such ill manners?














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Part Ten: Things You Line Up to Parting Gifts











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Louise had reported Marcus to the police.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Julia’s UFO was never approved by Jay Stringer.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Miranda thought that Jay Stringer might be working up his nerve to kiss Julia.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	The day of the taping of The $20,000 Pyramid was Miranda’s mom’s birthday.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	When Miranda first entered the studio, it looked artificial and kind of gloomy.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	The celebrity assigned to Miranda’s mother was dumb as a bag of hair.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.












	
	[image: ]
	a)
	Miranda sees Dick Clark in person for the first time.



	
	[image: ]
	b)
	Miranda’s mother wins over $10,000.



	
	[image: ]
	c)
	Miranda finds a picture of Julia under the mailbox.



	
	[image: ]
	d)
	The police are no longer interested in arresting Marcus.



	
	[image: ]
	e)
	Miranda and her mom take the subway to the ABC Studio on West Fifty-Eighth Street.



	
	[image: ]
	f)
	Miranda’s mother receives a postcard from The $20,000 Pyramid.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Part Ten: Things You Line Up to Parting Gifts

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	At one point Miranda says, “I wonder if I should write it (the letter) anyway, maybe then I’ll be able to stop thinking about you, once and for all.” What do you think would have happened if she wrote the letter? Defend your response.



	
	




	
	




	2.
	Why did Miranda’s mom wear a sweater to ABC Studio TV-15?



	
	




	
	




	3.
	What was the one thing in The $20,000 Pyramid competition that threw Miranda’s mother off because they hadn’t practiced it?



	
	




	
	




	4.
	In a dramatic or literary work, the climax occurs at a decisive moment that is of maximum intensity or at a major turning point in the plot. When would you say the climax of this novel occurs?



	
	




	
	




	5.
	What was your impression of the novel’s conclusion? Was it satisfying to you? Why or why not?



	
	




	6.
	What was Miranda and Richard’s “secret plan” all along?



	
	




	
	















	[image: ]

	 
	In your final journal entry, explain who the laughing man was, his purpose, and the steps he took in preparing Miranda for his mission.














	
	[image: ]




Part 1

Anagrams

An anagram is a word that is formed by changing the order of the letters of another word. For example, the letters in the word FROM can also form the word FORM. Follow these directions to form the anagrams:

a)  Read the clue in the right-hand column.

b)  Using the word in the left-hand column, move the letters around in any order, but you must use all the letters. Each of the words in the left-hand column are found in the first two chapters of When You Reach Me.










	Word
	Anagram
	Clue



	timers
	 
	- earns



	words
	 
	- an ancient weapon



	told
	 
	- an idiot



	name
	 
	- cranky; ornery



	wakes
	 
	- crooked; out of line



	below
	 
	- part of the arm














	
	[image: ]




Parts 2 to 3

A Child’s Garden of Verses

Madeleine L’Engle’s classic novel, A Wrinkle in Time, is subject to much discussion between Miranda and Marcus. Find a copy of this novel in your school library (or the public library), and write a brief review of the book. One or two paragraphs should briefly describe the plot and another paragraph or two should describe your impression of the book — how much you enjoyed it (or didn’t).

In your reading, pay particular attention to the point of discussion in the novel regarding the “mistake” made by Madelaine L’Engle with regard to time travel brought up by Marcus in the chapter “Things You Keep Secret”. Is Marcus correct?

You may want to post your review on a website.

Your report should be approximately a half-page in length.









	[image: ]
	




Part 4

A Comic Strip

This activity is designed especially for students with an artistic flair or who love comic books! It can be done for events included in Part 4, or from Parts 1 to 4. The first step is to decide on the length of your comic strip (6 to 12 frames is suggested). Next, consider what events you will include. You may wish to highlight a brief incident (i.e. Miranda, her mom and Richard practicing for The $20,000 Pyramid).

A quick sketch of the comic strip can first be accomplished in a storyboard format before a final, good copy is attempted. The strip should include a title, dialogue, and color. It should be neat and imaginative.
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Parts 5 to 6

A Favorite Sandwich

Sandwiches are wonderful. You don’t need a spoon or a plate! (Paul Lynde)

Miranda and her friends spend quite a bit of time in Jimmy’s sandwich shop learning the art of putting together a first-rate sandwich. Most people enjoy eating a sandwich now and then. A sandwich can be quick to make, can be comprised of several of our favorite ingredients, and is often as tasty as anything!

What is your favorite kind of sandwich? Is it plain and rather boring (like a peanut butter and jam sandwich)? Or is it much more complicated — perhaps one that has taxed your imagination in its creation?

Your task is to describe the creation of your favorite sandwich of all time. It should be complete — right down to the last detail. What specific kind of bread do you recommend? What are the principal ingredients? What condiments will go into it? What drink should be served with it? Should it be toasted? Do you recommend it be served with such things as pickles or olives?

Be creative and share your recipe with a friend.
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Parts 7 to 8

Looking Down One’s Nose

Miranda sees first-hand the ugliness of racial prejudice. Jimmy’s hatred of Julia certainly catches Annemarie and the others by surprise, although it is quite possible that it was no surprise to Julia herself.

Complete one of the following two tasks:

a) Write a letter to Jimmy expressing to him your feelings about the incident in his sandwich shop in which he lets them know his true feelings about African Americans. Your letter should be written not to scold Jimmy, but to somehow make him realize how wrong such an attitude is.

b) Imagine you are the editor of the local newspaper. You decide to write a brief editorial describing the destructiveness of racial prejudice. It should be personal and designed to make your readers think. This editorial might also contain an interview with Julia, getting her opinions and experiences with regard to racial bigotry.
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Parts 9 to 10

Worth Posting!

Your assignment is to write a brief review of When You Reach Me for posting on a website. This is an opportunity to share your opinion of the novel with other young people who are considering whether to read the book or not.

Your review should be at least two paragraphs in length. One paragraph should briefly describe the plot (without giving away the ending). The second paragraph should give your impression of the novel. You may wish to interview a couple of your classmates so that you can include their opinions of the novel in your review as well.

When writing your impression, try to include one favorable comment and one suggestion as to how the novel might be improved.
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Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are written backwards.










	anesthesia

	deliberate

	hysterical

	origami




	teleportation

	assumption

	frantic

	mimeograph




	pyramid

	tenant

	conspiracy

	gesture




	monitor

	symbolize

	tesser
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Comprehension Quiz
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Answer each question in a complete sentence.








	1.

	What was the name of Miranda’s favorite novel?
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	2.

	Describe how Sal getting punched in the stomach by Marcus affected Miranda’s relationship with Sal.
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	3.

	What caused Miranda to have a problem with becoming friends with Julia?
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	4.

	What were the two parts to The $20,000 Pyramid?
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	5.

	According to Miranda’s mom, why did Mr. Tomkins become a teacher?
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	6.

	Miranda and two friends found a part-time job to do during their lunch hour. Who were the two friends and for whom did they work, and where?
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	7.

	What unpleasant thing did Miranda and her friends learn about the owner of the sandwich shop?
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	SUBTOTAL:     /13  
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Comprehension Quiz








	8.

	What medical condition did Annemarie have? Early in the novel, who looked out for her?
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	9.

	Who did Miranda think gave Annemarie the rose? Who actually gave it to her?
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	10.

	When Miranda and Sal were little, what always happened when Sal slept over?
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	11.

	What Christmas gift did Richard give to Miranda?
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	12.

	What act of kindness did Miranda show Alice during the school assembly?
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	13.

	What did Richard and Miranda decide to do with Miranda’s mother’s winnings on The $20,000 Pyramid?
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	14.

	Who was the laughing man and what had been his mission?
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	SUBTOTAL:     /14  















	
    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary.



    Vocabulary    



1. processed



2. swivel



3. hassle



4. repulsive



5. grateful



6. option



7. furious



8. essential



9. tenant



10. expression


	
    1.    



a) [image: ] B



b) [image: ] C



c) [image: ] B



d) [image: ] D



e) [image: ] A


	
    1.    

A child with keys who hangs out after school until a grownup gets home.



    2.    

The story is being written to a particular person.



    3.    

A Wrinkle in Time.



    4.    

Answers will vary. (i.e. “I wondered whether she’d done her nails before, during, or after her super busy afternoon.”)



    5.    

Give the tenants an opportunity to voice their concerns about the apartment building.



    6.    

Answers will vary.


	
    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary.



    Vocabulary    

1. F



2. I



3. K



4. A



5. J



6. C



7. E



8. B



9. L



10. H



11. D



12. G


	
    1.    



a)   T 



b)   T 



c)   F 



d)   F 



e)   F 



f)   F 



    2.    

a) 2



b) 5



c) 1



d) 6



e) 3



f) 4
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    1.    

He ties and unties ropes in knots.



    2.    

She asks them the time.



    3.    

The reader wants to read on to find out what happened.



    4.    

Answers will vary (i.e. he was embarrassed).



    5.    

The day Miranda found “your first note”. Answers will vary.



    6.    

Answers will vary (i.e. Julia seems spoiled and pretentious).





	 11 

	 12 

	 13 

	 14 

	 15 

	 16 
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    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary.



    Vocabulary    



1. monitor



2. complicated



3. proposal



4. prolong



5. velour



6. romantic



7. incredible



8. gesture



9. assumption



10. oblivious


	
    1.    

a) speed



b) hand



c) sailboat



d) Wheelie



e) dentist



    2.    



a) hair



b) egg



c) tower



d) playground



e) time


	
    1.    

As a teacher he wouldn’t be drafted into the army to fight in Vietnam.



    2.    

Some families could not afford to see a dentist, or wished to use the money on other things.



    3.    

He was reading from a textbook that looked more difficult than the one she used.



    4.    

They told Meg they would arrive back 5 minutes before they left, but they were nowhere to be seen during this discussion.



    5.    

Answers will vary.



    6.    

No normal person would give 45 minute-a-day jobs to three sixth graders. Answers will vary.


	
    Vocabulary    



Across



1. Circle



5. celebrity



6. Tompkin



8. Miranda



12. Sal



13. freaked



14. Broadway



16. Heilbroner



Down



1. Colin



2. loiters



3. Julia



4. Pyramid



7. perspective



8. Marcus



9. apartment



10. Annemarie



11. suede



15. Wheelie


	
    1.    



Answers will vary.



    2.    

a. unlocked



b. Sal



c. nozzle



d. library; e. letter



f. key; g. freaked



h. forty-five



i. disaster;

j. unappealing


	
    1.    

Someone with the key wouldn’t have to ask where the key is.



    2.    

Learn the V-cut.



    3.    

The boys wouldn’t be in front of the garage and the laughing man would be gone or asleep.



    4.    

He pretended to be a Chinese person in a racist manner. Answers will vary (i.e. embarrassed, angry).



    5.    

Things she had long taken for granted she was seeing through Annemarie’s eyes.



    6.    

To write a personal story and not to tell anyone about the note.





	 17 

	 18 

	 19 

	 20 

	 21 

	 22 

















	
    1    



Answers will vary.



    2    



Answers will vary.



    Vocabulary    

1. a



2. b



3. c



4. d



5. c



6. b



7. a


	
    1.    

a) [image: ] A



b) [image: ] C



c) [image: ] D



d) [image: ] D



e) [image: ] B


	
    1.    

Answers will vary (i.e. he found her annoying).



    2.    

Answers will vary.



    3.    

It was like the last thread connecting them.



    4.    

A cliffhanger is defined as an episode ending in suspense. Here we wondered what had been stolen from the apartment.



    5.    

Annemarie had a epileptic seizure. Julia was concerned. Perhaps she’s not as self-absorbed as we’d thought.



    6.    

He bent down to tie his shoe.


	
  1.  

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary.



    Vocabulary    



1. gutter



2. hysterical



3. justification



4. teleportation



5. approve



6. exhale



7. oblivious



8. dissolved



9. mystified



10. triumphant


	
    1.    



a)   T 



b)   T 



c)   F 



d)   F 



e)   T 



f)   F 



    2.    



a) 5



b) 3



c) 1



d) 6



e) 2



f) 4


	
[image: ]

    1.    

Answers will vary (i.e. perhaps she thought that Marcus got the best of her previously).



    2.    

Answers will vary.



    3.    

To see what would happen.



    4.    

Answers will vary. Colin took them.



    5.    

Answers will vary (i.e. jealousy — she liked Colin).



    6.    

Miranda’s mother was stuck in a rut.
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	 25 

	 26 

	 27 

	 28 
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    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary.



    Vocabulary    



1. b



2. a



3. d



4. c



5. a



6. d


	
    1.    

a) ribbons



b) bacon



c) boots



d) roses



e) skating



f) rolls, money



    2.    



a) cool, baby



b) Swiss



c) pen



d) edition



e) Tesser


	
    1.    

Answers will vary (i.e. she considered cleaning the apartment to be her mother’s responsibility).



    2.    

He got homesick and went home before morning.



    3.    

He thought they stole some money. They sent him a card saying they didn’t do it.



    4.    

He accused Julia of stealing his money because of her race.



    5.    

She insinuated that Miranda stole the money because she was poor.



    6.    

Answers will vary.


	
    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary.



    Vocabulary    

Answers will vary.


	
    1.    

a) New; b) Year’s



c) bagel; d) pay



e) corner; f) shower



g) art



h) frantic



i) angry



j) money



k) nicest



l) cried; m) movie



n)candy;

o) popcorn



p) blanket



q) Richard;



r) newspaper



    2.    

a) [image: ] A  



b) [image: ] D



c) [image: ] C  



d) [image: ] B


	
    1.    

She took her out to the washroom when she had to go.



    2.    

Answers will vary.



    3.    

Truce. Answers will vary (i.e. perhaps the incident with Jimmy).



    4.    

Watching Sal play basketball with Colin. She wanted to continue to be Sal’s friend.



    5.    

The laughing man. He may not have been as crazy as she thought.



    6.    

It was beautiful.
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    1.    

Answers will vary.



    Vocabulary    

Reasons will vary.



1. d



2. c



3. a



4. d



5. b



6. d


	
    1.    

a) [image: ] C



b) [image: ] A



c) [image: ] B



d) [image: ] B



e) [image: ] C


	
    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary.



    3.    

Marcus was chasing him and Sal ran out in front of a truck. The laughing man came out into the street and kicked Sal out of the truck’s path and was killed.



    4.    

She found the final message in the shoe lying on the street by the laughing man’s body.



    5.    

He felt they were too close and he needed to make other friends.



    6.    

They were waiting for Miranda’s mother who could give Marcus legal advice.


	
    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary.



    Vocabulary    



1. concentrate



2. rehearse



3. artificial



4. precise



5. podium



6. embroider



7. install



8. incredible



9. swivel



10. approve


	
    1.    

a)   F 



b)   F 



c)   F 



d)   F 



e)   T 



f)   F 



    2.    

a) 4



b) 5



c) 6



d) 1



e) 3



f) 2
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    1.    

Answers will vary (i.e. she is not likely to ever forget the laughing man).



    2.    

If it was chilly in the studio she wouldn’t be able to concentrate.



    3.    

Chatting with Dick Clark.



    4.    

Answers will vary (i.e. When the laughing man saves Sal).



    5.    

Answers will vary.



    6.    

To let Miranda’s mom use her prize money to go to law school.
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	 37 

	 38 

	 39 

	 40 
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Word Search Puzzle

[image: ]


	
    1.    

A Wrinkle in Time.



    2.    

Sal no longer wanted to hang out with Miranda.



    3.    

She thought Julia was conceited and didn’t like her.



    4.    

The Speed Round and the Winner’s Circle.



    5.    

To avoid being drafted to fight in Vietnam.



    6.    

Annemarie and Colin. Jimmy — at his sandwich shop.



    7.    

He was a bigot.


	
    8.    

She had epilepsy. Julia.



    9.    

Colin. Julia.



    10.    

He’d get homesick and leave before morning.



    11.    

A first edition copy of “A Wrinkle in Time”.



    12.    

She went to the washroom with her.



    13.    

Use the money to send Miranda’s mother to law school.



    14.    

Marcus. To save Sal’s life.





	 44 

	 45 

	 46 
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