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Criss Cross











	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: ________















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4

	 



	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a basic understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a good understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel

	 



	Content

•  information and details relevant to focus

	Elements incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements complete; details missing

	All required elements completed; key details contain some description

	All required elements completed; enough description for clarity

	 



	Style

•  effective word choice and originality

•  precise language

	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language

	 



	Conventions

•  spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention

	 












	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our literature kit is designed to give the teacher several helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. The guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities that match the student’s abilities.

Our literature kit divides the novel by chapters and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include personal growth and discovery, coming of age, the discovery of one’s personal values and priorities, relationships, self-acceptance/awareness. Criss Cross provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion because of the vivid portrayal of the dynamics in the relationships among the characters portrayed in the novel.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.



•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•  Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handouts
•  Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•  Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns—just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1, 2, 3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of Criss Cross. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	COMPARE AND CONTRAST MATRIX
Criss Cross features an array of fascinating characters, from the shy and introspective Debbie, to the shallow, vain Dan, to the nerdy Hector. For this activity, students are to choose any two characters from the novel. They are to enter the names of the two characters at the top of the framework. Then, they are to choose three attributes (either physical features or personality traits) to record under each character’s name. Found on Page 53.











	SEQUENCE CHART
The plot of Criss Cross is filled with memorable events — so much so that it is a tall order to isolate the “main events” of the novel, as this assignment expects. In assigning the Sequence Chart activity, it might be helpful for the teacher to remind the students that each event selected should be a key component in moving the plot toward the climax of the novel (Debbie and Hector’s interaction in the last chapter). Found on Page 54.
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	THE FIVE W’S CHART 
In Criss Cross, the author has skillfully brought to life an unusual cast of characters and intersecting storylines, with detailed characterizations and settings, and a richly-developed plot. The Five W’s Chart is an excellent tool to help students identify and analyze these literary elements. Students are to choose one major event from the novel and give the key details about what happened, who was there, when and where it happened, and why this key event unfolded as it did. This chart may also be used as a planning activity to help students develop their skills in writing a research article. Found on Page 55.
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Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.
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BLOOM’S TAXONOMY: 6 LEVELS OF THINKING


*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.






Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

Criss Cross is set in the small town of Seldem in the 1970’s. The author narrates the intersecting stories of several teenage characters, each with their own issues and each one trying to discover who they are as individuals. Although self-absorbed, each character is portrayed in a refreshingly unique and poignant manner. The novel is both humorous and thought-provoking throughout, able to dispense timeless life-lessons while giving readers opportunity to gain fresh perspectives into their own lives.

The storyline follows the lives of several teenagers: the shy, introspective Debbie; the multi-talented Lenny, who has been reluctantly pigeon-holed as a gearhead by his teachers and peers; the nerdy, guitar-playing Hector, who has a hard time measuring himself up to his brainy alltogether sister, Rowanne. Criss Cross is a story which deals with a number of pertinent themes: first love; the importance of communication among friends and family members; self-identity and change; and coming-of-age. One of the strengths of the novel is its ability to make it possible for the reader to empathize with multiple characters over its course.
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	Suggestions for Further Reading

OTHER BOOKS BY LYNNE RAE PERKINS

Home Lovely © 1995

Clouds for Dinner © 1997

The Broken Cat © 2002

All Alone in the Universe © 2002

Snow Music © 2003

Pictures from our Vacation © 2007

The Cardboard Piano © 2008

As Easy as Falling off the Face of the Earth © 2010
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	OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

Louisa May Alcott, Little Women © 1983

Lee Harper, To Kill a Mockingbird © 1988

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, The Yearling © 1988

Lois Lowry, Number the Stars © 1990

Anne Frank, Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl © 1993

Mark Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn © 1994

Kate DiCamillo, Because of Winn-Dixie © 2001
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List of Vocabulary


CHAPTERS 1–3

• dissent • coalesce • intrigue • enigmatic • idyllic • intense • receptive • tentative • prostrate • iridescent • specific • loopholes • aura • plummet • sylph • bezillion • cinematic • medieval • acoustical • trapezoidal



CHAPTERS 4–7

• hoist • chivalrous • inadvertently • winsome • impenetrable • camouflage • subliminal • ulterior • scrutinize • emboss • pungent • perceptive • exasperate • tectonic • primeval • cultural • acutely • emanate • ventilation • tranquilizing


CHAPTERS 8–11

• pivot • precise • patronage • emote • cavernous • inept • simultaneously • derision • precarious • maneuver • indefinite • convenient • pawn • melty • intently • unison • propelled • refrain • universal • pedestrian



CHAPTERS 12–15

• reception • companionable • instincts • resuscitate • scenario • symmetry • incongruous • contagion • precarious • exquisite • gazebo • palpated • sophisticated • sarcastic • crustacean • calluses • nonchalant • shards • ravine • culvert


CHAPTERS 16–19

• extricate • haphazard • accumulation • heft • proportion • irresistible • enigmatic • penetrate • relegate • aversion • disintegrate • realigned • delphinium • diaphanous • opalescent • concede • alcove • sanctuary • persimmon • myriad



CHAPTERS 20–23

• sacrilegious • dignity • venial • methodically • penance • refinement • elegant • absorbed • animated • confession • rapturous • vandal • mortal • cindery • solenoids • fortnight • rematerialized • destined • expressive • hovel


CHAPTERS 24–27

• inevitable • claustrophobia • oblivious • monolithic • discombobulated • imperious • adrenalin • unintentional • inconspicuous • subside • ornery • stabilize • revue • montage • quadrant • saturate • impulsive • sarcastic • contagious • scarfed



CHAPTERS 28–31

• spacious • inadvertent • simulate • offhanded • precise • synchronize • nebulas • impulse • dappled • specialize • dandelion • curiosity • sidestep • mechanical • tarantula • texture • frizzing • rhythmically • facial • undercurrent


CHAPTERS 32–35

• technique • encasement • suspenders • conversation • luau • muse • percolator • radiate • tolerable • precise • dissolve • asphalt • coincidence • sarong • visually • sarcastic • masculine • lei • authentic • shimmering



CHAPTERS 36–38

• resilient • intent • conversationalist • disoriented • compelling • compensate • pathetic • complicated • deprive • perspective • hypnotic • murky • aquarium • cardigan • vibrate • fluorescent • upholstery • sensory • technical • dignity
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Lynne Rae Perkins

[image: images] “Their secrets inadvertently sidestepped each other, unaware, like blindfolded elephants crossing the tiny room.”
— Lynne Rae Perkins (Criss Cross)

Lynne Rae Perkins was born in 1956 in Cheswick, Pennsylvania, a small town outside Pittsburgh. She and her husband, Bill Perkins, have two children, Lucy and Frank.

Lynne Rae Perkins attended the Pennsylvania State University, where she received a B.F.A. in printmaking. Later, she graduated from the University of Wisconsin with a M.F.A.

Encouraged by Greenwillow Books art director, Ava Weiss, Perkins had her first book, Home Lovely, published by Greenwillow in 1995.

Lynne Rae and her husband, Bill, moved to the woods of Michigan and lived in a house that was only reachable by climbing 104 steps. It was this house that inspired her second picture book, Clouds for Dinner.

In 1999, All Alone in the Universe, a novel about best friends growing up, was published. This novel has been honored as an ALA Notable Children’s Book, a Bulletin Blue Ribbon (The Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books) and ALA Booklist “Top 10 First Novels”.

Perkins’ next two picture books were tales involving animals: The Broken Cat (2002), and Snow Music (2003).

Lynne Rae’s novel, Criss Cross, was awarded the prestigious Newbery Medal in 2006.
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	•

	Her sister Cathie, taught her to read at the age of four.




	•

	Lynne Rae Perkins started out as an illustrator before she became a writer. Her previous jobs included picture framer, drawing instructor, and graphic designer.




	•
	Criss Cross is a sequel to Perkins’ 2002 novel, All Alone in the Universe.
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Chapters One to Three

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	In the coming chapters, the main characters Debbie and Hector spend some time wishing. If you had two free wishes, what would you wish for? (You may not ask for more wishes!)



	 
	




	 
	




	2.
	Most people tend to be reluctant to speak their mind, even to a friend. Why do you think this is the case? (Bonus if you can think of two reasons.)
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word. Be careful — a couple are a bit tricky!















	  
	dissent
	coalesce
	intrigue
	enigmatic
	idyllic
	  



	  
	intense
	receptive
	tentative
	prostrate
	iridescent
	  











	 
	1.
	Geologists think that after time, the two lakes will merge into one.



	 
	2.
	After tripping on the door step, the reporter found himself flat on the floor.



	 
	3.
	The scene featuring the long stretch of sandy beach was so peaceful and serene, she wished she was starting her holidays right away.



	 
	4.
	I doubt if the governor will be very acceptive of so radical a proposal.



	 
	5.
	The crowd’s disapproval was not missed by the boxers.



	 
	6.
	I suspected some kind of conspiracy, but never thought I would be betrayed by my own sister.



	 
	7.
	The baby’s first steps were quite hesitant.



	 
	8.
	Old Mrs. Kinderson was always regarded by her neighbors as quite mysterious.



	 
	9.
	The pain from her kidney stones was most acute.



	 
	10.
	The light produced by Dr. Humphrey’s experiment was quite lustrous.
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Chapters One to Three









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: Images]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	Who turned his daughter into gold?
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	A
	King Nebuchadnezzar



	 
	[image: img]
	B
	King Midas
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	C
	King Hiram
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	D
	King John II



	 
	b)
	Hector and Rowanne were fraternal twins.
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	A
	True
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	B
	False



	 
	c)
	Hector compared his eyes to those of ____________.
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	A
	an owl
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	B
	a rock star
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	C
	a flounder
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	D
	his mother’s



	 
	d)
	The coffeehouse thing took place at
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	A
	New York University
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	B
	The WMBI Radio Studio
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	C
	Dapper Danny’s Coffee Shlock
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	D
	Arland Community College



	 
	e)
	When sitting at the table with his sister’s friends, Hector felt like:
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	A
	a dog waiting for scraps.



	 
	[image: img]
	B
	a bump on a log.
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	C
	a moth drawn to a flame.
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	D
	a cat in a dog kennel.
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Chapters One to Three

Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.







	1.
	According to Debbie, what is the danger of having a shapeless wish?



	 
	




	 
	




	2.
	At one point, Skip gives Hector a pop. What ulterior motive did Skip have for this act of kindness?



	 
	




	 
	




	3.
	Use an example from the novel to demonstrate how the author shows what a dramatic effect the musician’s guitar playing had on Hector.



	 
	




	 
	




	4.
	Why do you think the thought of learning to play the guitar made Hector feel so alive?



	 
	




	5.
	In Chapter Three, Debbie spends a good deal of time reading a science fiction novel, which — despite her enjoyment of it — makes her feel ornery and restless. From reading the brief description of this novel and from what you know of Debbie, why do you think the novel left her feeling this way?



	 
	




	 
	




	6.
	At the end of the evening, Hector discovers the reason why his sister had invited him to the coffeehouse thing. Explain her reasoning. Do you think this was the best course of action for her to take in these circumstances? Explain your reasoning.
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	The author doesn’t reveal too much of Skip in these chapters; however, he must have been disappointed with Rowanne’s rejection. Imagine you are Skip and create a journal entry expressing your feelings after the coffeehouse thing. You might also include any future plans you might have for winning Rowanne’s affections.
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Chapters Four to Seven


Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Why do you think clothing styles are so important to many people? How important are they to you?



	 
	




	 
	




	2.
	As people pass through their pre-teens and then their teens, they often find that they begin to grow apart from friends that they have been close to all their lives. What are some of the reasons why this might occur?
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.













	 1 
	hoist
	 
	engaging
	 A 



	 2 
	chivalrous
	 
	inaccessible
	 B 



	 3 
	inadvertently
	 
	frustrate
	 C 



	 4 
	winsome
	 
	gallant
	 D 



	 5 
	camouflage
	 
	subconscious
	 E 



	 6 
	impenetrable
	 
	astute
	 F 



	 7 
	subliminal
	 
	lift
	 G 



	 8 
	exasperate
	 
	obscure
	 H 



	 9 
	ulterior
	 
	aromatic
	 I 



	 10 
	scrutinize
	 
	accidently
	 J 



	 11 
	pungent
	 
	examine
	 K 



	 12 
	perceptive
	 
	hidden
	 L 
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Chapters Four to Seven











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	The radio program, “Criss Cross” featured such songs as “Don’t Eat the Yellow Snow.”



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Debbie and Lenny had an awkward moment when she offered to trade places with him when he was standing outside the truck (for an hour).



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Debbie thought jeans should be bell-bottomed, slightly faded and long enough so they almost touched the ground.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Debbie’s mother thought purchasing plaid jeans were absolutely and positively out-of-the-question.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Debbie had pictures of tropical fish on her toes.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Lenny’s mother believed that saying yes should always be accompanied by a condition, or a warning, or both.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.
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	a)
	Debbie and Patty stop on the way to school to change clothes amongst the rhododendrons.
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	b)
	Phil suggests to Lenny that maybe he ought to chew gum instead of dip snuff.
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	c)
	Lenny and the others first listen to the radio program called “Criss Cross”.
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	d)
	Lenny gets rid of his chewing tobacco with less-than-perfect results.
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	e)
	Debbie removes the embroidery from her jeans.
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	f)
	A chipmunk almost makes off with a gold chain.
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Chapters Four to Seven

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Explain why Debbie and Patty changed clothes among the rhododendrons.



	 
	




	 
	




	2.
	Investigate: Check out the song by Loudon Wainwright III, “Dead Skunk in the Middle of the Road” mentioned in Chapter 4 (i.e. on YouTube). Listen carefully to the lyrics (or download the lyric sheet). What five other animals does the singer mention as often being run over on the road?



	 
	









	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 
	 
	 








	3.
	The author has a very creative way of describing how Lenny’s friends regarded his new-found habit of chewing tobacco. What did the author compare it to?



	 
	




	 
	




	4.
	From what you already know about Lenny, why do you think he took up chewing tobacco?



	 
	




	 
	




	5.
	Which of the following did NOT describe Lenny: the mechanical whiz Lenny; the gem-collecting Lenny; the dirt-bike Lenny; the bookworm Lenny; Lenny, the architect.



	 
	




	 
	




	6.
	The author suggests that a perceptive science teacher might have prevented Lenny’s metamorphosis from bookworm to gearhead. How might a perceptive science teacher have affected this?
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	In Chapter 7, we see how Lenny is beginning to realize how different he is becoming from the friends he has hung out with for most of his life. Imagining you are Lenny, create a journal entry reflecting on this realization and expressing how you feel about this change that is taking place in your life.
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Chapters Eight to Eleven

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	You have already met several characters in the novel. Which character do you think will prove to be the most interesting? Why?



	 
	




	 
	




	2.
	In Chapter 8, Debbie and her father are reminded of the importance of well-written instructions. Think of three things you think should be included in well-written instructions.
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.















	  
	pivot
	precise
	patronage
	emote
	cavernous
	  



	  
	inept
	simultaneously
	derision
	precarious
	maneuver
	  










	1.
	Please let me know the _________ distance from here to your school.



	2.
	The mountain climber’s grip on the rope was most _________.



	3.
	The deputy minister was accused of _________ by members of the opposition party.



	4.
	That hapless goaltender was the most _________ that anyone had ever seen.



	5.
	It seemed the ballerina could _________ on her tiptoes with very little effort.



	6.
	The box store seemed _________ after we’d spent most of the morning in my uncle’s tiny workshop.



	7.
	It was very difficult to _________ the limousine in heavy traffic.



	8.
	Although we knew the audience would be antagonistic, no one expected the _________ we felt on the night of the election.



	9.
	He made the decision to just throw back his head, shut his eyes and _________ as best he could.



	10.
	I think what frightened everyone was that the flash of lightning happened _________ to the crack of thunder.
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Chapters Eight to Eleven







	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.






	a)
	Fixing the leaking _________ filled Debbie with a sense of satisfaction.



	b)
	Hector already knew Bob Schimpf, who had been Hector’s pack leader when he was a _________ Scout.



	c)
	Dan Persik was a well-known _________ player.



	d)
	Hector figured that Pastor Don had not completely given up his dream of being a _________ star.



	e)
	Hector claims to have been named after the leader of a _________ band.


















	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.












	  
	Patty
	Russell
	Meadow
	Debbie
	Mary
	  
















	 
	a)
	The two young girls in Hector’s guitar class were named Robin and _________.



	 
	b)
	When Pastor Don completed his solo, it was evident that _________ thought it was delightful.



	 
	c)
	At one point, _________ stopped playing the guitar and joined in the singing of “This Land is Your Land” exclusively.



	 
	d)
	_________ wished she was taller.



	 
	e)
	_________ briefly considered the thought of one day being a plumber.
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Chapters Eight to Eleven

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What made the instructions that came with the wrench almost useless?



	 
	




	2.
	What do you think motivated Pastor Don to give free guitar lessons? (Try to come up with two possible reasons.)



	 
	




	 
	




	3.
	Some readers will find the title for Chapter 10 racist and offensive. The Arctic Inuit regard the name “Eskimo” (eaters of raw meat) as insulting and degrading. After considering the events described in this chapter, create a new title for it without using this offensive word.



	 
	




	 
	




	4.
	Hector suggests four possible reasons as to why Pastor Don led off the lesson with a solo. What reason do you think is most correct? (You don’t necessarily have to choose one of Hector’s reasons.)



	 
	




	5.
	Investigate: When discussing names with the girls after his lesson, Hector is told that his name means “to bother people”. Using resources in your school library or on the Internet, check this out. What is the meaning of the name Hector?



	 
	




	 
	




	6.
	The author considers the song written by Hector in Chapter 11 to have a universal theme. What theme can you identify in these lyrics? List three additional universal themes which are popular in song lyrics.
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	Imagine you are Meadow. What impression did you form of Hector following your brief meeting? Create a journal entry describing your initial meeting and the feelings you experienced as a result.














	[image: Images]
	[image: Images]




Chapters Twelve to Fifteen
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	beat
combs
Debbie
guitar
haiku
Hector
incongruous
instinct
nun
Patty
Persik
ravine
Rowanne
sarcastic
scenario
Seldem
shards
smitten
truck
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	Across
	Down
	 



	2. Setting of the novel.

3. Debbie’s amigo.

5. Stringed musical instrument.

7. Fragments.

9. Out of place; inappropriate.

11. Hector knew one who was picturesque.

	12. Hector was _________ by Meadow.

14. A remark which is often cutting and offensive.

15. Recipient of a driving lesson.

17. A form of Japanese poetry.

	1. He was inspired to learn the guitar.

3. Handsome, but something of a jerk.

4. A spot that intrigued Hector.

6. Where they turned in to “Criss Cross.”

7. Outline, story summary.

	8. Gut feeling.

10. Hector seemed to find these everywhere.

13. Hector’s older sister.

16. And the _________ Goes On.
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Chapters Twelve to Fifteen

Answer the question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	In these chapters, Hector begins to consider ways in which he can impress Meadow. What suggestion would you make to him that you feel would help his cause?



	 
	




	 
	




	 
	




	2.
	Driving With A Stick Shift



	 
	Debbie gets quite a thrill out of driving Lenny’s dad’s truck in their driveway. One of the reasons she enjoys the experience so much is because it has a standard transmission—a stick shift.a) Your first task is to investigate one significant benefit to driving a vehicle with a standard transmission, and one disadvantage.




	 
	




	 
	




	 
	



 
	 
	
b) Debbie mentions loving the gear shift knob with the diagram on it. Reproduce the diagram that Debbie saw on the gear shift knob.
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Chapters Twelve to Fifteen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Describe how Lenny wasn’t completely honest with Debbie.



	 
	




	 
	




	2.
	What triggered Hector’s idea to show Meadow a new and different place? What place did he think would probably be appropriate?



	 
	




	 
	




	 
	




	3.
	Why do you think Hector felt it was so important to get rid of the bag of garbage?



	 
	




	 
	




	4.
	What was Rowanne’s suggestion in this regard?



	 
	




	5.
	What was your impression regarding the quotations that were included in the school yearbook that Patty and Debbie were reading?



	 
	




	 
	




	6.
	Describe how Debbie’s friend embarrassed her at the dance.
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	Debbie and Patty are quite interested in the quotations that accompany each of the graduating students in the school yearbook. Check out a source for quotations, either the Internet or a book in your school library. (Such quotations are usually arranged topically.) Find a quotation that you feel applies to you, or reflects the way you feel; then explain why you chose this particular quotation.
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Chapters Sixteen to Nineteen

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	—‘Tis better to have loved and lost, than never to have loved at all (Alfred Lord Tennyson). In the coming chapters, Debbie continues to feel a sense of hopelessness when it comes to her relationship with Dan Persik. Do you agree with the above statement made by Tennyson? Why or why not?



	 
	




	 
	




	2.
	Debbie also learns some of the benefits that can come from helping out an older person who is in dire need of such help. What personal benefit might Debbie attain from sacrificing in this way?



	 
	




	 
	











	[image: image]  Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.














	1.
	His efforts to extricate the car were quite futile.



	 
	a) free
	b) purchase
	c) decorate
	d) sell



	2.
	She had a very haphazard manner of sorting their laundry.



	 
	a) amusing
	b) disorganized
	c) systematic
	d) obvious



	3.
	“I don’t know,” she said, smiling enigmatically.



	 
	a) effortlessly
	b) deceitfully
	c) mysteriously
	d) lovingly



	4.
	He said it in such a sarcastic manner, we weren’t at all sure what to make of it.



	 
	a) playful
	b) complimentary
	c) prayerful
	d) disparaging



	5.
	The four stars were light and diaphanous when viewed from the west.



	 
	a) brilliant
	b) opaque
	c) transparent
	d) mysterious



	6.
	His manner of speaking in public was froglike, yet sonorous.



	 
	a) grateful
	b) resounding
	c) satisfactory
	d) timorous



	7.
	Hattie and her brother regarded the alcove as something of a sanctuary.



	 
	a) haven
	b) clubhouse
	c) mystery
	d) catch-all
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Chapters Sixteen to Nineteen









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: Images]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	What did Lenny help his dad remove from the cellar?



	 
	[image: img]
	A
	An old washing machine.



	 
	[image: img]
	B
	An old hi-fi stereo system.



	 
	[image: img]
	C
	An old refrigerator.



	 
	[image: img]
	D
	An old wood stove.



	 
	b)
	Debbie thought that Dan was even more appealing because he was _________.



	 
	[image: img]
	A
	lightning quick



	 
	[image: img]
	B
	smooth as satin



	 
	[image: img]
	C
	untroubled



	 
	[image: img]
	D
	syncopated



	 
	c)
	Debbie’s references to the white rabbit, hookah-smoking caterpillar and walking deck of cards were from which famous novel?



	 
	[image: img]
	A
	Doctor Zhivago



	 
	[image: img]
	B
	Gone With the Wind



	 
	[image: img]
	C
	The Sound of Music



	 
	[image: img]
	D
	Alice in Wonderland



	 
	d)
	Where had Debbie’s grandfather worked?
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	A
	The steel mills.



	 
	[image: img]
	B
	The local high school.



	 
	[image: img]
	C
	As an accountant for Sears.



	 
	[image: img]
	D
	In the army.



	 
	e)
	How would you describe Debbie and Patty’s opinion of Nancy Drew’s adventures?



	 
	[image: img]
	A
	Dull.



	 
	[image: img]
	B
	Unrealistic.
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	C
	Too complicated to understand.
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	D
	None of the above.
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Chapters Sixteen to Nineteen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	How would you describe the purpose of the FLAME activity that Debbie was doing? What is your opinion of this particular activity?



	 
	




	 
	




	2.
	Why do you think Dan Persik was being friendly toward Debbie? What do you think this says of his character or personality?



	 
	




	 
	




	3.
	What do you think Hector meant by the expression “finding his own voice”?



	 
	




	 
	




	4.
	What do you think Rowanne meant when she said to Hector: “It’s just you. It sounded like more.”?



	 
	




	 
	




	5.
	Where were Mr. and Mrs. Bruning from, and what had they done for a living for many years?



	 
	




	 
	




	6.
	Trace the ownership of the Debbie necklace in these chapters.
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	Imagine you are one of the characters featured in these chapters (Debbie, Dan, Patty, Mrs. Bruning, Hector, even the Debbie necklace). Create a journal entry describing your own personal adventures and thoughts at this point in the story.
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Chapters Twenty to Twenty-three

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Which character in the novel do you identify with (or enjoy reading about) the most? Explain why.



	 
	




	 
	




	2.
	What do you think might be rewarding about helping an older person around his or her home? What might you not enjoy?
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.















	  
	sacrilegious
	dignity
	venial
	methodically
	penance
	  



	  
	refinement
	elegant
	absorbed
	animated
	rapturous
	  










	1.
	Sarah thought that she would look very _________ wearing a mink stole.



	2.
	Stealing a piece of candy would probably be considered by some as a _________ sin.



	3.
	The _________ required of the boys consisted of three hours of community service.



	4.
	It was considered _________ to speak so reverently of someone who was simply an entertainer.



	5.
	Family problems resulted in the queen’s very _________ being at stake.



	6.
	I experienced a feeling of _________ joy when my friend was found alive and unharmed.



	7.
	He counted each piece of firewood very _________, making sure they had enough for the weekend.



	8.
	The raw diamond will require much more in the way of _________ before being placed on the market.



	9.
	He was so _________ in putting the model airplane together that he didn’t hear his parents enter the room.



	10.
	My girlfriend tends to become very _________ when expressing herself.














	[image: Images]
	[image: Images]




Chapters Twenty to Twenty-three











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Debbie was upset because she had to miss the Seldem Days parade.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	When behind the wheel of the truck, Debbie forgot to check to see if there was any traffic coming and they almost hit a van.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	When Debbie noticed Lenny working on his dirt bike, she was surprised at how muscular his arms were.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Mrs. Bruning wanted her hair cut off because it was too hard for her to wash.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Phil was normally calm and even. Seldom did he get animated and excited.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Mrs. Bruning was very upset with the bad haircut Debbie gave her.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.












	 
	[image: img]
	a)
	Lenny decides to change the front fork fluid in his dirt bike.



	 
	[image: img]
	b)
	Lenny and the others get the truck started.



	 
	[image: img]
	c)
	Debbie gives Mrs. Bruning a haircut.



	 
	[image: img]
	d)
	Hector asks Debbie if she has had any interesting dreams lately.



	 
	[image: img]
	e)
	Lenny and Phil put wooden boxes over all the statues of the saints.



	 
	[image: img]
	f)
	Debbie is reading Wuthering Heights, while Lenny is reading a copy of Popular Mechanics.
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Chapters Twenty to Twenty-three

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why did Hector make sure to tell Meadow about the Seldem Days parade out of earshot of Pastor Don?



	 
	




	 
	




	2.
	Describe how Lenny got his truck started when the battery was dead.



	 
	




	 
	




	3.
	What was it that frustrated Lenny after they were initially successful in getting the truck started?



	 
	




	 
	




	4.
	Debbie spends some time reflecting on what it would have been like to have lived during the time in which Wuthering Heights was set. List two advantages she thinks of for living in the present time.



	 
	




	 
	




	5.
	In Chapter 23, why did Debbie look away suddenly when her eyes met Phil’s?



	 
	




	 
	




	6.
	Hector asks Debbie whether she prefers listening to people talk about movies or listening to people try to remember what they dreamed. Which do you prefer and why?
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	Imagine you are one of the characters featured in these chapters. Create a journal entry describing your feelings with regard to one other character in the story.
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Chapters Twenty-four to Twenty-seven

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Courage is the discovery that you may not win, and trying when you know you can lose (Tom Krause). The above quote really fits the actions of Debbie in the next chapter. Come up with your own definition of courage.



	 
	




	 
	




	2.
	Do you think it is ever acceptable to put at risk the lives of others to save the life of one individual? Please defend your answer.
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Circle the correct word that matches the meaning of the underlined word.










	1.
	Postponing the ball game because of the heavy rain seemed inevitable.



	 
	a) advantageous
	b) certain
	c) disappointing
	d) undesirable



	2.
	Claustrophobia involves a fear of:



	 
	a) enclosed spaces
	b) spiders
	c) heights
	d) water



	3.
	The actress seemed oblivious to the thousands of people who greeted her when she exited the plane.



	 
	a) grateful
	b) obvious
	c) invigorated
	d) unaware



	4.
	When the airplane flew over the school, it seemed monolithic to the many spectators below.



	 
	a) monocled
	b) frightening
	c) colossal
	d) tiny



	5.
	It didn’t take much for Henrietta to feel completely discombobulated by her circumstances.



	 
	a) confused
	b) excited
	c) offended
	d) laconic



	6.
	The old lady’s manner was so imperious that it caused those around her to grow uncomfortable.



	 
	a) verbose
	b) inane
	c) lackadaisical
	d) autocratic
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Chapters Twenty-four to Twenty-seven







	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.











	 
	a)
	Peter doesn’t know how much help he’ll be for his grandmother, as he hadn’t had much experience at being _________.



	 
	b)
	When Peter first met Debbie, she was fixing the _________.



	 
	c)
	Mrs. Bruning’s car had a _________ shift.



	 
	d)
	Schwachkopf is German for _________.



	 
	e)
	(Investigate) The song “Smoke on the Water” was made famous by the band, _________ Purple.



	 
	f)
	Two days after his bus trip with Debbie, Peter returned to _________.














	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.











	  
	polka
	ornery
	cartoon
	spark
	insulin
	  








	 
	a)
	Grosi thought that Debbie kept her _________ hidden under a bushel most of the time.



	 
	b)
	Debbie knew that Mrs. Bruning was diabetic because of the bottles of _________ she kept in the refrigerator.



	 
	c)
	In these chapters, Mrs. Bruning comes across as a very _________ old woman.



	 
	d)
	Hector and Patty danced the _________.



	 
	e)
	Hector described his life as a _________.
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Chapters Twenty-four to Twenty-seven

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Peter’s mother theorizes that her husband and mother-in-law were both alpha males. What is an alpha male, and why might this be considered a joke under the circumstances?



	 
	




	 
	




	2.
	Why weren’t Peter and Debbie able to phone for help?



	 
	




	 
	




	3.
	Describe the impression the author leaves you with regarding her portrayal of Meadow and Dan at the Seldem Days festivities.



	 
	




	 
	




	4.
	What do you think caused Hector to act so out of character at this time?



	 
	




	 
	




	5.
	What were the four sarcastic reasons that Patty gave to Hector for liking someone?



	 
	




	 
	




	6.
	Why did Peter and Debbie decide to go on a bus trip together? Can you also think of an “ulterior” motive they might have had?
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	Peter and Debbie must have enjoyed getting to know one another during the short time they spent together, and certainly Peter’s return to California was upsetting to Debbie. Imagine you have the opportunity to interview one of these two people. Write your journal entry imagining the answers which either Peter or Debbie would give to your probing questions.
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Chapters Twenty-eight to Thirty-one

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Predict what you think will become of Peter and Debbie’s relationship. Do you think it will be long-lasting, or will it dissolve over the course of the summer? Why?



	 
	




	 
	




	 
	




	2.
	Why do you suppose many “summer loves” are not long-lasting?
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	Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure that the meaning of each word is clear in your sentence.




Spacious

 

Inadvertent

 

Simulate

 

Offhanded

 

Precise

 

Synchronize

 

Nebulas

 

Impulse

 

Dappled
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Chapters Twenty-eight to Thirty-one







	1.
	Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.



	The Brunings hired a [image: Images] to look in on Mrs. Bruning, and signed her up for [image: Images] on Wheels. Mrs. Bruning offered Debbie a newer picture of [image: Images], just for the fun of seeing her [image: Images]. Debbie wondered if there was only one person in the [image: Images] for each person. She came to the conclusion that there were probably five or six people scattered around the [image: Images]. For [image: Images], she thought there were probably 50 or 60 all in the continental [image: Images]. One day her mother told her she had a letter from [image: Images]. Her mother thought it might be a [image: Images] note. When discussing the letter with her, Debbie’s mother did not get the [image: Images] message. While speaking to Debbie about Peter, Helen remembered the little figures of [image: Images] and who had given them to her. When Debbie showed [image: Images] the picture of Peter, she jokingly suggested that maybe she could work for Mrs. [image: Images] too. While walking around Seldem, Debbie saw a [image: Images] at Our Lady of [image: Images] and also a large, red [image: Images]. When she returned home, however, she felt [image: Images]. As she stared at herself in the mirror, she began to [image: Images].










	2.
	Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:



	a)
	Mrs. Bruning caught Debbie:








	[image: img]
	A
	looking at Peter’s picture.



	[image: img]
	B
	stealing the silverware.



	[image: img]
	C
	slacking off.



	[image: img]
	D
	leaving work early.





	 
	b)
	Debbie thought her special people were in:







	[image: img]
	A
	the tristate area.



	[image: img]
	B
	lost in transition.



	[image: img]
	C
	the local waffle house.



	[image: img]
	D
	Russia and the Himalayas.








	c)
	Although not expressed, Debbie wanted to:







	[image: img]
	A
	write a short novel about Peter.



	[image: img]
	B
	elope.



	[image: img]
	C
	go to California.



	[image: img]
	D
	live with Mrs. Bruning.





	 
	d)
	Secrets sideslip each other like:







	[image: img]
	A
	ships in the night.



	[image: img]
	B
	elephants crossing a tiny room.



	[image: img]
	C
	comets in the night sky.



	[image: img]
	D
	porcupines in love.
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Chapters Twenty-eight to Thirty-one

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	The author describes Mrs. Bruning’s hair as “thin white dandelion puff of hair”. From the image presented by Lynne Rae Perkins, think of another way of describing her hair.



	 
	




	 
	




	2.
	Explain why you think Mrs. Bruning was so reluctant to accept housekeeping help and assistance providing her meals.



	 
	




	 
	




	3.
	The author states that photo albums aren’t a good place to look if you’re wondering if the people photographed ever did not know what to say to a boy or to anyone else. Do you agree? Why or why not?



	 
	




	 
	




	4.
	What was the hidden message that Debbie could not bring herself to tell her mother, and that her mother didn’t get?



	 
	




	 
	




	5.
	From where had Helen’s little figures of dogs originated?



	 
	




	 
	




	6.
	What do you think the effect might have been if Debbie’s mother had taken the opportunity to have a real heart-to-heart discussion with her daughter about Peter?
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	The past few chapters have been mainly about Debbie. After reading up to the end of Chapter 31, write a journal entry as you imagine it would be written by Debbie at this time. Make sure to express your feelings — especially taking into consideration the events of Chapter 31.
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Chapters Thirty-two to Thirty-five

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	In the first chapter of this section, we learn more of Dan Persik’s personality. Predict what this chapter might reveal about him. After reading the chapter, come back to your prediction and see how accurate you were.



	 
	




	 
	




	 
	




	2.
	Hector gets his first public “musical gig” in the coming chapters. What is your immediate reaction to such news? Why?
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	In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word that does not belong. Then write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.













	1.
	a) technique
	b) method
	c) execution
	d) loquacious



	 
	




	2.
	a) radiate
	b) emit
	c) coagulate
	d) diffuse



	 
	




	3.
	a) unsavory
	b) tolerable
	c) acceptable
	d) bearable



	 
	




	4.
	a) precise
	b) exact
	c) absolute
	d) surmised



	 
	




	5.
	a) coincidence
	b) hermitage
	c) accidental
	d) haphazard



	 
	




	6.
	a) authentic
	b) genuine
	c) credible
	d) pontificate
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Chapters Thirty-two to Thirty-five









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: Images]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	We learn from Dan Persik’s interaction with the legless man that Dan respected:



	 
	[image: img]
	A
	honesty.



	 
	[image: img]
	B
	intelligence.



	 
	[image: img]
	C
	physical strength.



	 
	[image: img]
	D
	none of the above.



	 
	b)
	How did the man lose his legs?



	 
	[image: img]
	A
	In a war.



	 
	[image: img]
	B
	In a railroad accident.



	 
	[image: img]
	C
	He was born that way.



	 
	[image: img]
	D
	In an industrial accident.



	 
	c)
	The theme of the block party was:



	 
	[image: img]
	A
	a barn dance.



	 
	[image: img]
	B
	a luau.



	 
	[image: img]
	C
	a reggae fest.



	 
	[image: img]
	D
	a 50’s theme.



	 
	d)
	Who originally sang “Tiny Bubbles”?



	 
	[image: img]
	A
	Elvis Presley



	 
	[image: img]
	B
	Don Ho



	 
	[image: img]
	C
	Ricky Nelson



	 
	[image: img]
	D
	Dean Martin



	 
	e)
	What time did Leon and Lenny get up to roast the pig?



	 
	[image: img]
	A
	4 A.M.



	 
	[image: img]
	B
	6 A.M.



	 
	[image: img]
	C
	3 A.M.



	 
	[image: img]
	D
	Midnight
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Chapters Thirty-two to Thirty-five

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	From the events described in Chapter 32, what is your impression of Dan Persik’s character? Be sure to include proof for your response.



	 
	




	 
	




	2.
	Chapter 32 is entitled “Dan Persik’s Progress”. Would you agree? Why or why not?



	 
	




	 
	




	3.
	Predict how you think Hector’s gig at the pork roast will go. Why?



	 
	




	 
	




	4.
	Describe the event which got the block party started.



	 
	




	5.
	The relationship between temperature and the rate of chirping is known as Dolbear’s Law. Using resources in your school library or on the Internet, find out the particulars of this law and transcribe it below.



	 
	




	 
	




	 
	




	6.
	What outfit did Hector wear to the block party?
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	Imagine you are Hector and you are anticipating performing at the block party. Create a journal entry describing how much you are looking forward to this event — and why (i.e. maybe Meadow will be there)!
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Chapters Thirty-six to Thirty-eight

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	What is meant by the climax of a story? When does it usually occur in a novel? Why is it important for a story to have a climax?



	 
	




	 
	




	2.
	If you were the author of this novel, how would you end it?
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same (or nearly the same) as the underlined word(s).















	  
	resilient
	intent
	conversationalist
	disoriented
	compelling
	  



	  
	compensate
	pathetic
	complicated
	deprive
	perspective
	  











	 
	1.
	What exactly was the burglar’s purpose in deliberately setting off the alarm?



	 
	2.
	The only way to bring the dog around is to hold back his food.



	 
	3.
	I never thought they would reward me for my feeble efforts.



	 
	4.
	Leave it up to Jeremy to have such a unique point of view.



	 
	5.
	The most gifted talker I have ever met was my Grandma Jordan.



	 
	6.
	To be a successful professional hockey player, it is critical that one be tough.



	 
	7.
	The tiny kitten gave a feeble cry before being separated from its mother.



	 
	8.
	We simply refused to play that board game because we found it too difficult.



	 
	9.
	After being struck on the head, the miner seemed quite addled.



	 
	10.
	The siren’s cry was so irresistible that the sailors could not ignore it.
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Chapters Thirty-six to Thirty-eight











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Debbie was unsure whether the best parts of her summer could actually be classified as romantic.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Miss Spransky had been Rowanne’s piano teacher.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	The cat paintings by the person with schizophrenia revealed a scary kind of world.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	When Hector found the necklace, the catch was broken.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Lenny asked both Debbie and Patty to a movie — one right after the other.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Despite being asked to by Debbie, Hector could not bring himself to attach the necklace to her neck.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.
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	a)
	Debbie tells Rowanne her story about Mrs. Szebo.



	 
	[image: img]
	b)
	Rowanne tells Debbie her story about Becky and her boyfriend.
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	c)
	Debbie and Hector collaborate on the writing of a song.
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	d)
	Hector finds Debbie’s necklace in a patch of tar.
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	e)
	Rowanne joins the others on the Karposkis’ roof.
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	f)
	Hector and friends watch the adults dance in a conga line.
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Chapters Thirty-six to Thirty-eight

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	A simile is a comparison of two things using the words like or as. Chapter 37 features the simile: The adults down at the block party floated through the mellow colored lights like fish in an aquarium. What two things are being compared in this example? Create your own simile.



	 
	




	 
	




	2.
	Why do you think Mrs. Szebo could smile even after the heartbreak of losing her husband?



	 
	




	3.
	Describe how Becky’s coworkers were able to provide her with dignity.



	 
	




	 
	




	4.
	In a dramatic or literary work, the climax occurs at a decisive moment that is of maximum intensity or at a major turning point in the plot. When would you say the climax of this novel occurs?



	 
	




	5.
	What was your impression of the novel’s conclusion? Was it satisfying to you? Why or why not?



	 
	




	 
	




	6.
	Of the three boys that expressed some kind of an interest in Debbie (Peter, Lenny and Hector), which do you think Debbie has the best chance of ending up with? Why?
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	As your final journal entry, write a description of how you enjoyed this novel (or didn’t) — and why. As a twist to this assignment, interview a classmate to get his or her impression of the book — what he or she enjoyed and what he or she didn’t.
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Chapters 1 to 7

[image: Images]In the Rhododendrons

Debbie and Patty find a rhododendron patch to be the perfect secluded spot for changing their clothing. The name rhododendron is from the Greek language meaning “rose tree”. There are over 1000 species in this family of woody plants, mostly with showy flowers.

Your task is to prepare an information card (much like a baseball or football card) for the Rhododendron plant. Your card should include a large colored picture on the front, and at least four interesting facts about the flower on the back. Topics might include typical appearance, cultivation, insects and disease, medicinal potential, toxicology (poison species), importance to specific world cultures.
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Chapters 8 to 15

Haiku Poem

Debbie and Patty have a great deal of fun creating Haiku poems about students in their school.

Haiku poems have taken on many different forms over the years. Most, however, agree that the poem must be expressed in 17 syllables or less. A typical form is 3 lines of 5-7-5 syllables. The novel, Criss Cross provides many interesting examples.

Create at least two Haiku poems. You are free to choose any topic for your poems. Popular topics for haiku poems include nature and the five senses. If you choose to follow Debbie and Patty’s example and create poems about people in your school, be sure that they would not hurt the feelings of the person about whom you are writing. You may wish to accompany your poem(s) with an illustration.
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Chapters 16 to 19

A Comic Strip

This activity is designed especially for students with an artistic flair or who love comic books! It can be done for events included in Chapters 16 to 19, or from Chapters 1 to 19. The first step is to decide on the length of your comic strip (6 to 12 frames is suggested); next, consider what events you will include. You may wish to highlight a brief incident (i.e. Debbie drives Lenny’s dad’s truck in their driveway).

A quick sketch of the comic strip can first be accomplished in a storyboard format before a final, good copy is attempted. The strip should include a title, dialogue, and color. It should be neat and imaginative.
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Chapters 20 to 23

Anagrams

An anagram is a word that is formed by changing the order of the letters of another word. For example, the letters in the word FROM can also form the word FORM. Follow these directions to form the anagrams:

a)  Read the clue in the right-hand column.

b)  Using the word in the left-hand column, move the letters around in any order, but you must use all the letters. Each of the words in the left-hand column are found in Criss Cross.










	Word
	Anagram
	Clue



	went
	 
	A salamander.



	save
	 
	A container for flowers.



	step
	 
	An annoying person.



	left
	 
	A nonwoven fabric of wool.



	dresser
	 
	Correct; compensate.



	respect
	 
	A wand borne by a king or queen as an emblem of regal or imperial power.
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Chapters 24 to 27

Stop in the Name of the Law!

Imagine you are Debbie and you are in the process of driving Mrs. Bruning to the hospital. You are unlicensed and don’t have much experience behind the wheel. Suddenly, half-way to the hospital you are pulled over by a policeman and are given a ticket for driving without a license. The fine is $250.00.

Your task is to write a letter to the judge in charge of your case explaining the circumstances of the situation and pleading your case to him or her.

Your purpose is to make the judge understand the dire circumstances involved in this incident and persuade him or her to drop the charges.

Your letter should be approximately one-half page in length.
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Chapters 28 to 38

Worth Posting!

Your assignment is to write a brief review of Criss Cross for posting on a website. This is an opportunity to share your opinion of the novel with other young people who are considering whether to read the book or not.

Your review should be at least two paragraphs in length. One paragraph should briefly describe the plot (without giving away the ending). The second paragraph should give your impression of the novel. You may wish to interview a couple of your classmates so that you can include their opinions of the novel in your review as well.

When writing your impression, try to include one favorable comment and one suggestion as to how the novel might be improved.









	[image: Images]
	[image: Images]




Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are written backwards.











	cinematic

	gazebo

	impulse

	mechanical

	scenario

	  




	coalesce

	haphazard

	irresistible

	monolithic

	sophisticated

	  




	exquisite

	imperious

	maneuver

	pedestrian

	stabilize
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Comprehension Quiz
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Answer each question in a complete sentence.








	1.

	What was the main reason for Rowanne inviting Hector to the coffee house?

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	2.

	What habit did Lenny pick up early in the novel that disgusted some of his friends?

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	3.

	Why did Debbie and Patty change clothes among the rhododendrons?

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	4.

	From whom did Hector take guitar lessons?

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	5.

	Whom did Hector wish to impress the most at guitar lessons? Who appeared to be his main competition?

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	6.

	What special challenge did Lenny’s dad’s truck present to a new driver?

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	7.

	What new and different place did Hector think would be great to show Meadow?
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	SUBTOTAL:     /11
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Comprehension Quiz








	8.

	Why was Dan Persik being friendly toward Debbie?

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	9.

	What adventure did Debbie and Peter plan that they could do together?
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	10.

	What object did Lenny and his dad remove from their basement? Why?
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	11.

	What physical problem did Mrs. Bruning have that created an emergency for Peter and Debbie?

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	12.

	Why did Hector wear a sarong to the block party?

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	13.

	Where did Hector find Debbie’s necklace?

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	14.

	Who collaborated with Hector on the writing of a song?

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 











	 
	 



	
	SUBTOTAL:     /13















	
    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary



    Vocabulary    



1. coalesce

2. prostrate



3. idyllic



4. receptive



5. dissent

6. intrigue



7. tentative

8. enigmatic



9. intense

10. iridescent


	
    1.    

a) [image: Images] B



b) [image: Images] B



c) [image: Images] C



d) [image: Images] D



e) [image: Images] A


	
    1.    

It could come true and you wouldn’t know it.



    2.    

He liked Rowanne.



    3.    

Answers will vary (i.e. The drops of sound fell on an unmoistened sponge that was waiting somewhere inside Hector).



    4.    

Answers will vary (i.e. it gave him a goal that in the end would help define him better).



    5.    

Answers will vary



    6.    

She didn’t want to accept Skip’s invite afterward. Answers will vary.


	
    1.    

Answers will vary



    2.    

Answers will vary



    Vocabulary    

1. G



2. D



3. J



4. A



5. H



6. B



7. E



8. C



9. L



10. K



11. I



12. F


	
    1.    



  a)  T 



  b)  F 



  c)  T 



  d)  F 



  e)  T 



  f)  T 



    2.    



a) 2



b) 5



c) 1



d) 6



e) 3



f) 4
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    1.    

They were changing into clothing not approved by their mothers (cultural evolution).

    2.    

Cat, dog, toad-frog, rabbit, raccoon.



    3.    

Putting your nose in the armpit of someone who had applied scented deodorant after already having sweated.

    4.    

Answers will vary.



    5.    

The gem-collecting Lenny; Lenny the architect.

    6.    

Answers will vary (i.e. through encouraging him in areas of science at which he excelled).





	 11 

	 12 

	 13 

	 14 

	 15 

	 16 
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    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary



    Vocabulary    

1. precise



2. precarious



3. patronage



4. inept



5. pivot



6. cavernous



7. maneuver



8. derision



9. emote



10. simultaneously


	
    1.    

a) pipe



b) Cub



c) football



d) rock



e) Cuban



    2.    

a) Meadow



b) Mary



c) Russell



d) Patty



e) Debbie


	
    1.    

They were written by someone who didn t understand English very well.

    2.    

Answers will vary (i.e. kindness; build church membership).



    3.    

Answers will vary.



    4.    

Answers will vary.



    5.    

It is Greek for “steadfast”.



    6.    

Love/Romance. Jealousy; growing up; sacrifice; loneliness, etc.


	
    Vocabulary    

Across



2. Seldem



3. Patty



5. guitar



7. shards



9. incongruous



11. nun



12. smitten



14. sarcastic



15. Debbie



17. haiku



Down



1. Hector



3. Persik



4. ravine



6. truck



7. scenario



8. instinct



10. combs



13. Rowanne



16. beat


	
    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary.


	 
    1.    

He let on to her that he had his dad’s permission to give her a driving lesson.

    2.    

A song by The Mammas and Pappas. The ravine.



    3.    

Answers will vary (i.e. to keep the ravine clean to impress Meadow).

    4.    

That Hector take Meadow to the Tastee-Freez for ice cream.

    5.    

Answers will vary.



    6.    

Debbie sat beside her and a boy on the bleachers and she could tell her friend wanted her to get lost.





	 17 

	 18 

	 19 

	 20 

	 21 

	 22 

















	
    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary



    Vocabulary    



1. a



2. b



3. c



4. d



5. c



6. b



7. a


	
    1.    

a) [image: Images] A



b) [image: Images] C



c) [image: Images] D



d) [image: Images] A



e) [image: Images] B


	
    1.    

Answers will vary (i.e. try to determine the relationship of two people by using the letters in their names).



    2.    

He knew she had a crush on him and liked embarrassing her. Answers will vary.



    3.    

Answers will vary.



    4.    

Answers will vary.



    5.    

Germany. Owned a restaurant.



    6.    

From Russell to Dan to a couple of little girls to a patch of road tar.


	
    1.    

Answers will vary



    2.    

Answers will vary



    Vocabulary    

1. elegant



2. venial



3. penance



4. sacrilegious



5. dignity



6. rapturous



7. methodically



8. refinement



9. absorbed



10. animated


	
    1.    



  a)  F 



  b)  F 



  c)  T 



  d)  T 



  e)  T 



  f)  F 



    2.    



a) 5



b) 3



c) 1



d) 6



e) 2



f) 4
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    1.    

So it wouldn’t become another group event.



    2.    

He got Debbie to sit behind the wheel and pop the clutch when the others were pushing the truck.

    3.    

The truck was out of gas.



    4.    

Answers will vary (i.e. She would be dead if she lived back then, freer clothing, drinking Coke).



    5.    

She was self-conscious about seeing a new and different side to Phil.

    6.    

Answers will vary.





	
 23 

	 24 

	 25 

	 26 

	 27 

	 28 
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    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary



    Vocabulary    

1. b



2. a



3. d



4. c



5. a



6. d


	
    1.    

a) useful



b) faucet



c) stick



d) Nincompoop



e) Deep



f) California



    2.    

a) spark



b) insulin



c) ornery



d) polka



e) cartoon


	
    1.    

Oldest male dog in a litter. Her mother-in-law was a female.

    2.    

Mrs. Bruning hadn’t paid her phone bill and the line was dead.



    3.    

Answers will vary.



    4.    

He liked Meadow and the fact that she was with Dan made him act like this.



    5.    

Being pretty and twinkly; looking good in a halter top; having a nice tan.



    6.    

An adventure. Getting to know one another better.


	
    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary.



    Vocabulary    

Answers will vary.


	
    1.    

a) nurse



b) Meals; c) Peter



d) jump



e) world



f) globe;

g) Chrisanne

h) U.S.



i) California;

j) thank-you

k) hidden



l) dogs



m) Patty



n) Bruning



o) nun; p) Victory



q) woodpecker;

r) ordinary

s) laugh

    2.    

a) [image: Images] A b) [image: Images] D



c) [image: Images] C d) [image: Images] B


	 
    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary (i.e. pride; independent spirit).



    3.    

Answers will vary.



    4.    

That Peter was amazing to be with and now her world seemed dull and empty without him.



    5.    

An old boyfriend.



    6.    

Answers will vary.





	 29 

	 30 

	 31 

	 32 

	 33 

	 34 

















	
    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary



    Vocabulary    



Reasons will vary.



1. d



2. c



3. a



4. d



5. b



6. d


	
    1.    

a) [image: Images] C



b) [image: Images] A



c) [image: Images] B



d) [image: Images] B



e) [image: Images] C


	
    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary.



    3.    

Answers will vary.



    4.    

Leon and Lenny made a pig roaster.



    5.    

It is possible to calculate the temperature in Fahrenheit by adding 40 to the number of chirps produced in 14 seconds by the snowy tree cricket.



    6.    

An oxford shirt, sarong, cut-offs and flip flops.


	
    1.    

Answers will vary



    2.    

Answers will vary



    Vocabulary    

1. intent



2. deprive



3. compensate



4. perspective



5. conversationalist



6. resilient



7. pathetic



8. complicated



9. disoriented



10. compelling


	
    1.    



  a)  T 



  b)  F 



  c)  T 



  d)  T 



  e)  T 



  f)  F 



    2.    



a) 4



b) 5



c) 6



d) 1



e) 3



f) 2
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    1.    

Adults at the block party and fish in an aquarium. Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary (i.e. her husband’s love had left her with wonderful memories).

    3.    

By not letting on that they knew Becky’s boyfriend, Rick, did not exist.



    4.    

Answers will vary (i.e. When both Hector and Debbie experience a strange sort of chemistry in the last chapter).

    5.    

Answers will vary.



    6.    

Answers will vary.





	
 35 

	 36 

	 37 

	 38 

	 39 

	 40 
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Word Search Answers

[image: Images]


	
    1.    

So she would have an excuse not to go out with Skip.



    2.    

Dipping snuff / chewing tobacco.



    3.    

They didn’t want to wear the clothes their mothers bought for them.



    4.    

Pastor Don.



    5.    

Meadow. Dan.



    6.    

It had a standard transmission (stick shift).



    7.    

The ravine.


	
    8.    

He knew she had a crush on him and liked to embarrass her.



    9.    

Take a bus trip to a neighboring town.



    10.    

An old washing machine. His dad sold it to someone.



    11.    

A problem with her diabetes.



    12.    

He planned on performing a few songs and wanted to be in costume.



    13.    



In a patch of tar on the street.

    14.    

Debbie.





	 44 

	 45 

	 46 
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thought-provoking throughout.
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