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A Year Down Yonder











	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: ________















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4

	 



	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a basic understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a good understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel

	 



	Content

•  information and details relevant to focus

	Elements incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements complete; details missing

	All required elements completed; key details contain some description

	All required elements completed; enough description for clarity

	 



	Style

•  effective word choice and originality

•  precise language

	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language

	 



	Conventions

•  spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention

	 












	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.

Introduction
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Our literature kit is designed to give the teacher several helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. The guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities that match the student’s abilities.

Our literature kit divides the novel by parts and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include personal growth and discovery, coming of age, the discovery of one’s personal values and priorities, the Great Depression, life in rural America during the 1930s, self-acceptance/awareness, prejudice and social bigotry. A Year Down Yonder provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion because of the vivid portrayal of the dynamics in the relationships among Mary Alice, her larger-than-life Grandma Dowdel, and a cast of fascinating “rural” characters.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.



•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•  Information and tools for the teacher



	[image: Images]
	Student Handout
•  Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•  Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns—just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1, 2, 3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of A Year Down Yonder. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.







	[image: Images]

	COMPARING GRANDMA DOWDEL, MARY ALICE AND ________.
Using a Venn Diagram, students are given the opportunity of comparing Grandma Dowdel and Mary Alice. Shared traits are to be entered in the overlapping section of the two circles. To add spice to this task, students are invited to add a third character from the story (i.e. Carlee, Mrs. Weidenbach, Mildred Burdick), then enter several important characteristics for that particular character. Any characteristics that this character might share with either Mary Alice or Grandma Dowdel should be entered in the sections of the circles that overlap. It may be a good idea to remind students to include both physical characteristics and personality traits. Found on Page 53.











	BECOME AN AUTHORITY
There are many topics mentioned or addressed in A Year Down Yonder. These include The Great Depression; life in the 1930s in rural America; pecans and pumpkins; The Daughters of the American Republic; Christmas pageants; tornadoes; large snakes native to Illinois; trapping foxes; the Great War and its veterans; radio programs of the 1930s, etc. Students are asked to choose a topic from the novel they found of interest. The topic is to be placed in the center circle, then five additional subtopics should be considered that would aid in the student’s understanding of the topic. Included with these subtopics should be a very brief description. Found on Page 54.
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	THE FIVE W’S CHART
In A Year Down Yonder, the author has skillfully brought to life an unusual cast of characters (most especially Grandma Dowdel) with detailed characterizations and settings, and a richly developed plot. The Five W’s Chart is an excellent tool to help students identify and analyze these literary elements. Students are to choose one major event from the novel and give the key details about what happened, who was there, when and where it happened, and why this key event unfolded as it did. This chart may also be used as a planning activity to help students develop their skills in writing a research article. Found on Page 55.
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Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.
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BLOOM’S TAXONOMY: 6 LEVELS OF THINKING

*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.







Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

A Year Down Yonder is set in small town Illinois in 1937. Mary Alice’s father has lost his job and she is sent to live with her unusual grandmother, Grandma Dowdel, far from the exciting life she has known in Chicago. Regarded by most of her classmates as a city girl, Mary Alice must not only learn to cope with less-than-perfect circumstances in the local high school, but also with the eccentricities of her larger-than-life grandmother. Over the course of the year she spends with her grandmother, Mary Alice experiences a hurricane, fox-hunting by night, accompanying her grandmother on a late-night raid of her neighbors’ pecan tree and pumpkin patch; finding out that a huge snake lives in their attic; and being present while her grandmother sets things right in a community rife with hardship and social pretenses.

The book is not only hilariously funny, but heart-warming as well; for as Mary Alice gets to know her gruff-sounding grandmother, she realizes that the old woman has a heart of genuine gold and cares very deeply for Mary Alice’s well-being.
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	Suggestions for Further Reading

OTHER BOOKS BY RICHARD PECK

Remembering the Good Times © 1986

A Long Way from Chicago © 1998

Fair Weather © 2001

River Between Us © 2005

Past Perfect Tense © 2006

The Teacher’s Funeral © 2006

A Season of Gifts © 2010

Three Quarters Dead © 2011

Secrets at Sea © 2011
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	OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

David Booth, The Dust Bowl © 1996

Valerie Tripp, Meet Kit: An American Girl 1934 © 2000

Karen Blumenthal, Six Days in October © 2002

Marissa Moss, Rose’s Journal: The Story of a Girl in the Great Depression © 2003

Aileen Kilgore Henderson, Hard Times for Jake Smith © 2004

Gretchen Moran Laskas, The Miner’s Daughter © 2007

Dandi Daley Mackall, Rudy Rides the Rails: A Depression Era Story © 2007
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List of Vocabulary


PART 1

• recession • pleat • depot • conniption • stoop • bustled • distract • clabber • wary • cadaver • quiver • swaybacked • privy • enroll • celluloid • penitentiary • dropsy • cobhouse • revolutions • crowbait



PART 2

• forage • piteous • foliage • loll • hover • rickrack • confederate • simper • vittles • multitude • hornpipe • adder • spirea • ghostwritten • galooty • coroner • coronary • mournful • sateen • perky


PART 3

• scuttled • repertoire • wattle • forlorn • skulker • brigade • extortion • brazen • intently • testimonial • crater • armistice • burgoo • dormer • jaunty • approval • facial • hunkered • auxiliary • symphony



PART 4

• confided • hoist • wily • meandering • feisty • galoshes • crochet • airy • dole • hulls • cardigan • latticework • intently • rummaged • inventory • rehearsal • isinglass • fir • bias • frankincense


REVIEW 1

• distracting • celluloid • forage • confederation • coroners • recession • mourned • repertoire • brazenly • doling • testimonies • perk • scuttling • jauntily • auxiliaries • confident • meander • rehearse • symphonies • simpering



PART 5-A

• lurch • sacred • aware • revolution • capitulate • descend • optimistic • benediction • aristocracy • commitment • resident • pocketbook • inquired • bosom • forbidden • tradition • exchange • vibrated • argyle • corduroy


PART 5-B

• flimsy • dither • whittle • radiate • confidence • ponder • crepe • sidle • invocation • dispense • descend • hysterical • savor • heifer • suspended • allegiance • hightailed • termite • sentiment • maturely



PART 6

• lingered • travel worn • skeptical • audible • hominy • shimmying • severely • demolishing • dubious • trellis • scudding • wringer • mural • tintype • pleated • sphinx • trigonometry • tousled • clinkers • smock


PART 7

• hollyhocks • postscript • shied • petrified • tornadoes • chaff • staves • locomotive • gaunt • ossified • implement • variegated • antimacassars • lathe • bout • annihilate • venturing • spectacles • crowbar • administration



REVIEW 2

• capitulate • confidence • dispense • hightailed • glimpse • allegiance • tintype • lingered • coeducational • embedded • radiate • implement • revolution • sentiment • forbidden • skeptical • severe • scudded • simper • hysterical
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Richard Peck

[image: Images]“Ironically, it was my students who taught me to be a writer, though I had been hired to teach them. They taught me that a novel must entertain first before it can be anything else. I learned that there is no such thing as a ‘grade reading level’; a young person’s ‘reading level’ and attention span will rise and fall according to his degree of interest. I learned that if you do not have a happy ending for the young, you had better do some fast talking.”
— Richard Peck



Richard Peck was born in 1934 in Decatur, Illinois, where he also attended elementary and high school. His father owned a service station in the city.



Richard began his career as a high school teacher, and as mentioned in the above quote, it was his students who inspired him to become a writer. Peck studied at DePauw University, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in English in 1956. After college, he was drafted into the U.S. Army as a Chaplain’s Assistant and spent two years serving in Stuttgart, Germany.



Following his military service, Richard completed a master’s degree at Southern Illinois University, after which he again taught junior high and high school English. He left teaching in 1971 to write his first novel, Don’t Look and It Won’t Hurt. He has written a book each year since then, totaling 39 books in 39 years.
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•   Peck believes each book should be a question, not an answer.

•   Peck has won the prestigious Margaret A. Edwards Award for lifetime achievement in young adult literature.

•   His book, A Year Down Yonder won the prestigious John Newbery Honor Medal. It was the sequel to A Long Way from Chicago.
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Part One: Prologue / Rich Chicago Girl

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Moving to another town to live can be a difficult adjustment. This is something that Mary Alice experiences in A Year Down Yonder. To make matters even more challenging, Mary Alice moves in with her rather eccentric grandmother. What might you find to be challenging if you were in her situation?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	Just from reading the title and the plot summary on the back cover, and by looking at the picture on the front cover, what is your impression of the book? Do you think it has potential to be an enjoyable read? Why or why not?
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word. Be careful — a couple are a bit tricky!















	  
	recession
	pleat
	depot
	conniption
	stoop
	  



	  
	bustled
	distract
	clabber
	wary
	cadaver
	  











	
	1.
	My old grandpa usually spends the evening in his rocking chair out on the porch.



	
	2.
	All of the newspaper headlines were saying that there would be a serious downturn in the economy.



	
	3.
	The sight of the curdle dripping into the bowl almost turned her stomach.



	
	4.
	It is wise to be cautious around strangers.



	
	5.
	Do you actually think you can divert his attention from that video game?



	
	6.
	My baby sister scrambled over to the toy box and pulled herself in.



	
	7.
	She was picked up by her grandmother at the train station.



	
	8.
	No one expected to find an actual body at the bottom of the stairs.



	
	9.
	“Don’t have a fit,” she said. “I wasn’t going anywhere.”



	
	10.
	Her skirt had a fold down the back.
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Part One: Prologue / Rich Chicago Girl









	2.
	Put a check mark ([image: Images]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	How old was Mary Alice?
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	A
	14
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	B
	15
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	C
	13
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	D
	16



	 
	b)
	In the Prologue, we have a clue that the U.S. President in 1937 was ___________.
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	A
	Calvin Coolidge
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	B
	Harry Truman



	 
	[image: img]
	C
	Franklin Roosevelt



	 
	[image: img]
	D
	none of the above



	 
	c)
	Mary Alice’s brother, Joe, got a job ___________.
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	A
	delivering mail
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	B
	planting trees
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	C
	as a stevedore
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	D
	harvesting out west



	 
	d)
	What dirty trick had Mildred played on Ina-Rae?
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	A
	Gave her a wedgie.
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	B
	Pulled her chair out on her.
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	C
	Locked her in the privy.
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	D
	Ate her lunch.



	 
	e)
	What had Grandma put on Bootsie’s paws?
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	A
	butter
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	B
	grease
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	C
	cornbread
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	D
	sarsaparilla
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Part One: Prologue / Rich Chicago Girl

Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.







	1.
	Keeping in mind that the setting of a story encompasses both time and place, how would you describe the setting of the first chapter?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	The Prologue ends with an example of foreshadowing. Read the last two paragraphs and explain how this could be considered an example of foreshadowing.



	
	




	
	




	3.
	Give one example of the author’s use of humor from this section.



	
	




	4.
	Choose two of the author’s descriptions of Grandma Dowdel’s personality from this section and state what you think he is saying in plain English. For example, Mary Alice says, “Grandma, the law’s afraid of you”, meaning that she is quite an intimidating person.






	Expression
	Translation



	a)
	



	b)
	








	5.
	Describe how Grandma put one over on Mildred. Why wasn’t she afraid of repercussions?



	
	




	
	




	6.
	Describe Grandma’s impression of the Burdicks. (Give one example she uses to show how despicable the Burdicks are.)
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	Mary Alice’s first day has been more eventful than even she thought it would be. Imagine you are Mary Alice and create a journal entry giving your impression of the state of things after your first day at Grandma Dowdel’s.
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Part Two: Vittles and Vengeance







	1.
	Look at the title of our next chapter: Vittles and Vengeance. Predict what you think might happen in this chapter (i.e. who will be getting vengeance on whom — and why?)



	
	




	
	




	2.
	If you were in Mary Alice’s place, what would be four modern items you would have taken with you to your grandmother’s that would not have been available to Mary Alice in 1937 (but would have proved extremely useful)?
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.













	 1 
	forage
	
	leafage
	 A 



	 2 
	piteous
	
	food
	 B 



	 3 
	foliage
	
	float over
	 C 



	 4 
	loll
	
	ally
	 D 



	 5 
	hover
	
	smile coyly
	 E 



	 6 
	rickrack
	
	scrounge
	 F 



	 7 
	confederate
	
	crowd
	 G 



	 8 
	simper
	
	jiglike dance
	 H 



	 9 
	vittles
	
	laze
	 I 



	 10 
	multitude
	
	viper
	 J 



	 11 
	hornpipe
	
	miserable
	 K 



	 12 
	adder
	
	fringe
	 L 
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Part Two: Vittles and Vengeance











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	The fall was Grandma’s favorite season.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Grandma took to feeding Bootsie so many table scraps, the poor cat gained at least five pounds by Halloween.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Grandma was famous for her Dutch apple pies.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Two items left behind by the Halloween pranksters were a knife and handsaw.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Even after only a few weeks staying with Grandma, Mary Alice was convinced of the fact that small towns were definitely friendlier than big cities.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	At the Halloween party, Mary Alice discovered that one of the boys victimized by her grandmother was the principal’s son.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.
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	a)
	Bootsie is the victim of a Halloween prank.
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	b)
	Grandma and Mary Alice raid the Pensingers’ pumpkin patch.
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	c)
	Mary Alice brings home the notice from Mr. Fluke announcing the Halloween party.
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	d)
	Grandma shares her pies with the town.
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	e)
	Grandma prevents their privy from being vandalized.
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	f)
	Grandma and Mary Alice pay a call on Old Man Nyquist.
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Part Two: Vittles and Vengeance

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	In the first six paragraphs of this chapter, Mary Alice makes rather severe pronouncements on both boys in general and Mr. Fluke in particular. Give these opinions, citing proof from the novel.



	
	




	
	




	2.
	What particular purpose did Grandma have in stealing the pecans and pumpkins?



	
	




	
	




	3.
	Both Grandma and Mary Alice offer the reader a number of creative and unusual expressions. One example is Grandma telling Mary Alice that cats would eat anything they could bite. Find another example and cite it below.



	
	




	
	




	4.
	Describe how Grandma prevented their privy from being vandalized.



	
	




	
	




	5.
	How did Grandma justify stealing the pumpkins from the Pensingers? Do you think her reasoning was appropriate?



	
	




	
	




	6.
	Write a brief synopsis of your favorite scene from this chapter.
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	Interview one of your classmates and get his or her impressions of how Grandma dealt with the Halloween pranksters. Was Grandma being a bully by dealing with the boys in so harsh a manner?
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Part Three: A Minute in the Morning

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	List three things that you already know are different between your world and Mary Alice’s.



	
	




	
	




	2.
	By 1937, the Great War had already been over for almost twenty years — yet as we will see in this chapter, some of its brave veterans were still suffering for their sacrifices. Think of two ways that the students of our country might honor its war veterans.
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.















	  
	scuttle
	repertoire
	abandon
	forlorn
	skulkers
	  



	  
	brigade
	extortion
	brazen
	intently
	testimonial
	  










	1.
	After her dog ran away, she wore the most _____________ expression for days.



	2.
	Her _____________ of songs is very limited.



	3.
	A few minutes after the destroyer was hit by an enemy torpedo, the captain decided to _____________ his ship.



	4.
	“My sister noticed that Greg was staring at you very _____________ during your solo.”



	5.
	Many men who didn’t enlist in the Confederate army were considered to be _____________.



	6.
	The laundromat owner was a victim of _____________.



	7.
	The Rebels made a _____________ raid on the Union stronghold.



	8.
	My grandmother gave a rousing _____________ as to the effectiveness of the detergent.



	9.
	If you take a dog from the animal shelter, you must sign a form promising never to _____________ it.



	10.
	General Custer led his _____________ into the thick of battle.
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Part Three: A Minute in the Morning







	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapter.






	a)
	Mary Alice’s bedroom got really ___________ at night and her mattress was very ___________.



	b)
	Mary Alice was sometimes able to pick up stations on her radio from ___________ and ___________.



	c)
	The biggest voice on the radio belonged to ___________.



	d)
	The turkey shoot was held on the ___________ farm.



	e)
	A Legionnaire handed Mary Alice a ___________ because he thought she was a boy.


















	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.












	  
	burgoo
	charity
	rabbit
	Auxiliary
	chenille
	veterans
	  



















	
	a)
	It was so cold in her bedroom that Mary Alice took to wearing her _____________ bathrobe over her pajamas.



	
	b)
	Grandma told Mary Alice that the main reason they were going to the turkey shoot was for the _____________.



	
	c)
	The turkey shoot was for _____________ organized by _____________ of the Great War.



	
	d)
	Augie was distracted in his shooting by a _____________.



	
	e)
	Mrs. Sheets invited Grandma to join the _____________.
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Part Three: A Minute in the Morning

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What particular event did Armistice Day celebrate? On what date was it celebrated?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	What was burgoo — and what went into it?



	
	




	
	




	3.
	Mary Alice says at one point, “I wanted to put some distance between me and Grandma...” Think of two reasons why Mary Alice would think this way.



	
	




	
	




	4.
	Just when all the people gathered for the turkey shoot paused to commemorate the end of the Great War, Mary Alice thinks she sees a face in the dormer window of the Abernathy house. Who did this face probably belong to?



	
	




	5.
	Why did Grandma refuse to give change to some of the people buying burgoo?



	
	




	
	




	
	




	6.
	What terrible thing had happened to Mrs. Abernathy’s son, and why didn’t she put him in a veterans’ hospital?



	
	




	
	















	[image: img]

	 
	Poor Augie Fluke. His humiliation seems to know no bounds. Imagine you are Augie and create a journal entry justifying your actions at the turkey shoot. Make it convincing enough that if Mary Alice read it, she would get a much more favorable impression of the principal’s son.
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Part Four: Away in a Manger

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Will Rogers once said, “Popularity is the easiest thing in the world to gain and it is the hardest thing to hold”. In the upcoming chapter, something happens that affects Mary Alice’s popularity. Take a look at the above quote by Will Rogers. Do you agree or disagree with his statement? Defend your answer.



	
	




	
	




	2.
	What do you think would be hardest about spending an extended time away from one’s parents?



	
	




	
	











	[image: image]  Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.














	1.
	Mr. Garfield decreed that everyone in attendance should leave the premises at once.



	 
	a) ordered
	b) pretensed
	c) personified
	d) liquidated



	2.
	My sister confided in me that John had asked her to marry him.



	 
	a) chastened
	b) disclosed
	c) relegated
	d) obligated



	3.
	“Who is willing to hoist the basket?” she asked beseechingly.



	 
	a) buy
	b) empty
	c) lift
	d) tip



	4.
	Chester proved to be a very wily adversary.



	 
	a) insulting
	b) competent
	c) crude
	d) crafty



	5.
	I didn’t think that the stream would be as meandering as it was.



	 
	a) dirty
	b) wide
	c) winding
	d) rocky



	6.
	The only thing that the salesperson had going for him was that he was quite feisty.



	 
	a) gracious
	b) spirited
	c) satisfactory
	d) memorable



	7.
	Hattie had several large holes in her galoshes.



	 
	a) boots
	b) blouse
	c) corduroys
	d) quilt
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Part Four: Away in a Manger







	1.
	Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.



	In Home Ec. Class, Miss [image: Images] had the girls make hot [image: Images] as Christmas gifts. These were made by using [image: Images] caps. [image: Images] was Mary Alice’s crocheting partner. [image: Images] Lovejoy set the tone for the rest of the girls in Mary Alice’s e class. Mary Alice and the other students were assigned parts for the [image: Images] scene. The girls’ parts were for Baby Jesus’ [image: Images] and a host of [image: Images]. Times were tough, so two topics on everyone’s mind were something to [image: Images] and [image: Images]. When Grandma came in from tramping in the “first snow,” she had a basket full of [image: Images] hulls. Grandma admitted that when she was in school, at Christmas she played the parts of [image: Images] and a [image: Images]. At ten o’clock at night, Grandma told Mary to bundle up because they were going out after a character [image: Images] than they were. After some objections, Mary got dressed in so many clothes she looked like Admiral [image: Images]. Among the things Grandma took with her was a single-shot .22 [image: Images]. About half-way to the Cowgills’ farm, they heard a loud [image: Images]. The walnut hulls were to disguise human [image: Images]. For the Christmas concert, Grandma made Mary Alice a [image: Images]. The concert was not held in the school but in the United [image: Images] church, whose pastor was Reverend [image: Images].







INVESTIGATE

What literary device is represented in the following sentence: The ice on the woven-wire fences was a latticework of diamonds?

Literary Device: 
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Part Four: Away in a Manger

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why do you think Mary Alice felt that Grandma and Christmas didn’t go together?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	A simile is a literary device that compares two items using the words like or as. An example is found in this chapter: “he (Augie Fluke) looked like a plucked chicken”. What two things are being compared in this example? Invent your own example of a simile.



	
	




	
	




	3.
	This chapter features a number of hilarious and unusual Grandma Dowdel expressions, such as: My teeth is chattering like a woodpecker with palsy. What is your favorite Grandma Dowdel expression from this chapter (or elsewhere in the novel)?



	
	




	
	




	4.
	Describe how Grandma earned extra money to help get them through the recession.



	
	




	
	




	5.
	According to Grandma, what were three things that foxes like?



	
	




	
	




	6.
	Describe how Mary Alice’s popularity suddenly soared among the other girls in her class at school.
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	This chapter certainly ends on a high note for Mary Alice. Put yourself in Mary Alice’s place for a few moments and create a journal entry describing your feelings at this moment. Be sure to mention where you feel your renewed fortunes might be taking you (her relationships with the other girls in her class, for instance).
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Review One: from Prologue to Away in a Manger








	





	[image: image]



	Alice
Butler
Carleen
Chicago
doles
Dowdel
El
foxes
Gertrude
intent
manor
meander
Nyquist
pray
Rae
recession
repertoire
Smith
tractors
urine
wary
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	Across
	Down
	 



	1. Collection; an entire stock of skills.

4. Mary Alice rode the _______ in Chicago.

6. Animals trapped by Grandma.

7. Kate _______, Grandma’s favorite singer.

	10. Old man _______.

12. Where Mary Alice’s parents live.

15. A classmate of Mary Alice’s.

17. Wander.

19. Careful.

20. Miss _______.

	1. A time of economic difficulties.

2. Ina-_______, Mary Alice’s friend.

3. Purpose.

5. Allocates; allots.

8. These serve a farmer well.

	9. Large house; mansion.

11. Grandma uses fox _______ for bait.

13. _______ Lovejoy.

14. Commune with God.

16. Grandma _______.

19. Mary _______.
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Review One: from Prologue to Away in a Manger









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: Images]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	How exactly was Grandma Dowdel related to Mary Alice?



	 
	[image: img]
	A
	Her father’s mother.



	 
	[image: img]
	B
	Her mother’s mother.



	 
	[image: img]
	C
	Her great grandmother.



	 
	[image: img]
	D
	None of the above.



	 
	b)
	Whose pecan tree did Grandma and Mary Alice raid?



	 
	[image: img]
	A
	The Pesingers’



	 
	[image: img]
	B
	Careen Lovejoy’s family



	 
	[image: img]
	C
	Old Man Nyquist’s



	 
	[image: img]
	D
	The Abernathy’s



	 
	c)
	Why wouldn’t Mrs. Abernathy give up her son to a veterans’ hospital?



	 
	[image: img]
	A
	It was too expensive.



	 
	[image: img]
	B
	She lost him once already.



	 
	[image: img]
	C
	It was too far away.



	 
	[image: img]
	D
	“Them doctors is too cold-hearted.”



	 
	d)
	Kate Smith was known as:



	 
	[image: img]
	A
	the Lily of the Valley.



	 
	[image: img]
	B
	the Angel of Atlanta.



	 
	[image: img]
	C
	the Georgia Peach.



	 
	[image: img]
	D
	the Songbird of the South.



	 
	e)
	How did Grandma make up for taking the Pensingers’ pumpkins?



	 
	[image: img]
	A
	She put more in the church offering that Sunday.



	 
	[image: img]
	B
	She pinned a dollar to their front door.



	 
	[image: img]
	C
	She left a pie on their porch.



	 
	[image: img]
	D
	She didn’t.
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Review One: from Prologue to Away in a Manger

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What was the main reason why Mary Alice wasn’t accepted by many of the girls in her class?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	To whom did the money raised at the Armistice Day turkey shoot go?



	
	




	3.
	Describe why Grandma was so effective in collecting money for the burgoo.



	
	




	
	




	4.
	What was Grandma’s purpose in going out late one winter’s evening with a basket of walnut hulls? Why do you think she took Mary Alice with her?



	
	




	
	




	5.
	Describe what disrupted the Nativity scene at the Christmas concert. How did Grandma take matters in hand?



	
	




	
	




	
	




	6.
	Describe your favorite scene in the novel thus far and explain why you enjoyed it.
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	In the opening pages of the novel, it seems that Mary Alice’s mother had a fairly low opinion of her mother-in-law. As your journal entry, imagine you are Mary Alice and write your mother a short letter, describing an example or two as to how you think she had misjudged Grandma Dowdel. In your letter, point out a couple of the older lady’s more positive attributes.
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Part Five-A: Hearts and Flour

(To the paragraph beginning: “Mrs. Weidenbach crumbled.”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	To this point in the story, how would you describe Mary Alice’s character? What do you think are her best qualities?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	Every story needs a good antagonist (bad guy or girl). Who do you think is this novel’s antagonist? Defend your response.



	
	




	
	













	[image: image]
	 
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.















	 
	lurch
	sacred
	aware
	revolution
	capitulate
	   



	 
	descend
	optimistic
	benediction
	aristocracy
	commitment
	   










	1.
	From her haughty attitude, you would think she descended from _____________.



	2.
	Everyone in the church regarded the artifacts found at the graveside to be most _____________.



	3.
	“Were you _____________ that there was only five minutes remaining in the game?” she asked.



	4.
	No one expected the fortress to _____________ after so short a siege.



	5.
	All the party-goers saw Susan _____________ across the dance floor after injuring her toe.



	6.
	The minister will pronounce a _____________ as soon as the choir finishes singing.



	7.
	The people held a _____________ against their corrupt government.



	8.
	It is difficult to remain _____________ when she has been missing for so long.



	9.
	It seems that no one holds a _____________ as being very important any more.



	10.
	I’m sure that when the crowd least expects it, the princess will _____________ the staircase in her lovely evening gown.
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Part Five-A: Hearts and Flour

(To the paragraph beginning: “Mrs. Weidenbach crumbled.”)











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Mrs. Weidenbach claimed never to gossip.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Mrs. Vottsmeier’s claim to fame was her raspberry tarts.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	D.A.R. stands for The Daughters of the American Republic.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Carleen Lovejoy was the one who initiated the Valentine card exchange.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Mr. Fluke was excited to have Royce join their school because he would have a center for the school’s football team.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Royce McNabb’s presence caused the back of Carleen’s head to vibrate.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in the chapter.












	
	[image: images]
	a)
	Royce McNabb joins Mary Alice’s class.



	
	[image: images]
	b)
	Mrs. Weidenbach asks Grandma to bake tarts for Washington’s Birthday tea.



	
	[image: images]
	c)
	Mrs. L.J. Weidenbach pays a call on Saturday morning.



	
	[image: images]
	d)
	Mrs. Weidenbach pays Grandma a visit after school one day.



	
	[image: images]
	e)
	Grandma and Mary Alice learn of Mrs. Vottsmeier experiencing The Change.



	
	[image: images]
	f)
	“Newsy Notes...” announces an exchange of Valentine cards at the high school.
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Part Five-A: Hearts and Flour

(To the paragraph beginning: “Mrs. Weidenbach crumbled.”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	How would you describe the personality of Mrs. Weidenbach?



	
	




	2.
	Put the following expressions from this chapter into your own words:
a) And so we are up a gum stump.



	
	

b) The town’s filling up with people you wouldn’t know from Adam’s off ox.


c) ... there is poetry in her pastry.





	3.
	After Mrs. Weidenbach is finished bragging about her ancestry, Grandma says “Ah, that explains it.” Check out their dialogue and explain how Grandma was poking fun at Mrs. Weidenbach by saying this.



	
	




	4.
	What do you think Grandma meant by: “There’s them who’ll invite you to join their brunch. Then there’s them who’ll pay you for your work. Then there’s Wilhelmina Weidenbach”?



	
	




	5.
	What do you think caused Grandma to agree to bake the tarts for the D.A.R.?



	
	




	6.
	What surprising condition did Grandma make when she agreed to bake the tarts for the tea?
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	For your journal entry, interview another student to elicit their impression of Grandma to this point in the story. Is he or she impressed with Grandma? Repulsed? Puzzled? Record your classmate’s comments and then explain whether or not you agree with him or her — and why you feel this way.
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Part Five-B: Hearts and Flour

(Starting with the paragraph beginning: “I was at school on Valentine’s Day ... “)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Do you think adults care as much about what their peers think of them as they did when they were kids? Why or why not?



	
	




	
	




	
	




	2.
	“No one ever choked to death swallowing his pride.” One of the characters featured in the last half of this chapter takes a severe blow to his or her pride. What do you think the above quote is saying? Do you agree?
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Circle the correct word that matches the meaning of the underlined word.










	1.
	Her hands dithered over the paper pile.



	 
	a) perspired
	b) trembled
	c) cramped-up
	d) calcified



	2.
	Word radiated that Royce had sent Ida-Rae the valentine.



	 
	a) disseminated
	b) fell
	c) reverberated
	d) hushed



	3.
	Have you ever pondered long into the evening?



	 
	a) slept
	b) pretended
	c) quilted
	d) mused



	4.
	We will dispense with our usual order of business.



	 
	a) obey
	b) abuse
	c) spare
	d) honor



	5.
	It was decided that Hattie would give the monthly invocation.



	 
	a) address
	b) offering
	c) prescription
	d) inoculation



	6.
	No one expected her to become hysterical when he appeared.



	 
	a) laconic
	b) offended
	c) lackadaisical
	d) overwrought
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Part Five-B: Hearts and Flour

(Starting with the paragraph beginning: “I was at school on Valentine’s Day ... “)







	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.











	
	a)
	Miss Brooks’ valentines came in a ____________ that you punched out.



	
	b)
	In addition to Miss Brooks, Ida-Rae received valentine cards from ____________ and ____________.



	
	c)
	Mary Alice thought she would never get the ____________ from her hands.



	
	d)
	The tea for Washington’s birthday was set for ____________ o’clock.



	
	e)
	When Mary Alice saw her grandmother at the tea party, she told her she was ____________.



	
	f)
	Mrs. ____________ arrived early and occupied the best chair.














	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.












	  
	powder
	role
	bourbon
	rings
	alone
	pearls
	  






	 
	a)
	Mary Alice had to admit that Ina-Rae had played her ___________ well.



	 
	b)
	At the tea, Grandma wore ___________ in her ears and Cory ___________ below her chins.



	 
	c)
	When asked by Mary Alice the age of Aunt Mae Griswold, Grandma replies with one of her famous expressions: You’d have to cut off her head and count the ___________ in her neck.



	 
	d)
	As the meeting started, Mrs. Weidenbach dispensed with the usual order of business because they weren’t ___________.



	 
	e)
	It turned out that the punch was part strawberry juice and part ___________.
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Part Five-B: Hearts and Flour

(Starting with the paragraph beginning: “I was at school on Valentine’s Day ... “)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Authors often use exaggeration in their stories. An example from this chapter is: She was skinnier than a toothpick with termites. Why do you think this literary device is popular among authors? Bonus: find another example in the novel.



	
	




	
	




	2.
	Investigate: Royce enjoys novels by Edgar Rice Burroughs and Rider Haggard. Research the titles of one novel by each author.






	Edgar Rice Burroughs
	



	Rider Haggard
	








	3.
	Why was Carleen so upset that Ina-Rae had received valentines from her two classmates?



	
	




	4.
	What did Mrs. Broshear mean when she said in reference to Aunt Mae Griswold, “She’ll be next”?



	
	




	5.
	What shocking news did Aunt Mae deliver to Mrs. Weidenbach and the others present? Why was this so disturbing to the members of the D.A.R.?



	
	




	
	




	6.
	How could the conclusion of this chapter be considered a “surprise ending”?



	
	




	
	















	[image: img]

	 
	Aunt Mae certainly drops a bombshell near the end of this chapter. It would seem that Grandma set poor Mrs. Weidenbach up for a fall. As a journal entry, describe your feelings about Grandma’s strategy. Was she justified in what she did to Mrs. Weidenbach, or was she just being cruel to someone she didn’t like? Please give reasons for your position.
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Part Six: A Dangerous Man

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	What lessons do you think Mary Alice has learned from Grandma?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	This chapter probably has the most intriguing title in the novel. After you have finished reading the chapter come back to this question and give your opinion as to how best the title represents what actually happened in the chapter. Do you think it was an effective title?



	
	




	
	













	[image: image]
	 
	Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure that the meaning of each word is clear in your sentence.




Lingered

 

Travel worn

 

Skeptical

 

Audible

 

Simpering

 

Shimmying

 

Severely

 

Demolishing

 

Dubious
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Part Six: A Dangerous Man







	1.
	Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapter.



	For her birthday, Mary Alice’s [image: Images] gave her a dollar. Mary Alice didn’t see much of Bootsie until [image: Images] . Bootsie seemed to be spooked by a thumping sound in the [image: Images]. Bootsie sometimes brought Mary Alice things, like a [image: Images] egg or a dried-up [image: Images].
     Maxine[image: Images] was the postmistress. The post-office was located behind the Coffee Pot [image: Images]. It turned out that Arnold [image: Images] painted [image: Images]. Arnold was being paid [image: Images] dollars per day, of which Grandma took [image: Images] for rent. She told Arnold that he could use the attic for a [image: Images]. That meant that Mary Alice had to now sleep on a [image: Images] at the foot of Grandma’s bed.
     Mary Alice decided she would ask Royce to tutor her in [image: Images]. During their first session, however, they were interrupted by Maxine Patch who had been posing in the [image: Images] for Arnold, when a big [image: Images] dropped onto her. This caused her to run out into the street, where [image: Images] alerted all the neighbors by firing her [image: Images] into the air.











	2.
	Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:



	 
	a)
	Grandma claimed the town’s hotel…







	[image: img]
	A.
	burned during the War of 1812.



	[image: img]
	B.
	was destroyed by a hurricane.



	[image: img]
	C.
	never existed.



	[image: img]
	D.
	was torn down for taxes.



	 
	b)
	Arnold Green worked for The:







	[image: img]
	A.
	U.S. Postal Service.



	[image: img]
	B.
	Federal Bureau of Investigation.



	[image: img]
	C.
	Illinois Treasury.



	[image: img]
	D.
	Works Progress Administration.





	 
	c)
	Grandma decided to set Arnold up with:







	[image: img]
	A.
	Mary Alice.



	[image: img]
	B.
	Maxine Patch.



	[image: img]
	C.
	Miss Butler.



	[image: img]
	D.
	herself.



	 
	d)
	Royce was from:







	[image: img]
	A.
	Chicago.



	[image: img]
	B.
	Mattoon



	[image: img]
	C.
	Oak Park.



	[image: img]
	D.
	Decatur.
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Part Six: A Dangerous Man

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	To what did Mary Alice attribute her tendency to cry easily?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	Investigate: Mary Alice laments the fact that she hadn’t had a finger wave since last summer. Considering the context of this sentence, what did she mean by finger wave?



	
	




	
	




	3.
	Why had Mary Alice given up writing “Newsy Notes”?



	
	




	
	




	4.
	Grandma claims that they live in the healthiest spot in Illinois. According to her, how healthy a spot was it?



	
	




	
	




	5.
	Give your opinion on Mary Alice’s pronouncement: And she was thirty-six, so I probably thought that was way too old to be thinking about romance.



	
	




	
	




	
	




	6.
	How successful do you think Grandma’s matchmaking efforts will be as described near the end of the chapter?
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	Poor Maxine Patch had a most memorably embarrassing Sunday with Arnold the artist. Imagine for a few minutes that you are Maxine and create a journal entry describing your feelings after the events described in this chapter.
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Part Seven: Gone With the Wind / Ever After

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	What is meant by the climax of a story? When does it usually occur in a novel? Why is it important for a story to have a climax?



	
	




	
	




	
	




	2.
	If you were the author of this novel, how would you end it?
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	In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word that does not belong. Then write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.













	1.
	a) perspired
	b) trembled
	c) cramped-up
	d) calcified



	
	




	2.
	a) ventured
	b) attempted
	c) remarked
	d) dared



	
	




	3.
	a) flushed
	b) gaunt
	c) emaciated
	d) wasted



	
	




	4.
	a) ossified
	b) petrified
	c) fossilized
	d) coagulated



	
	




	5.
	a) implement
	b) hermitage
	c) utensil
	d) apparatus



	
	




	6.
	a) lathe
	b) planer
	c) grinder
	d) seeder
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Part Seven: Gone With the Wind / Ever After









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: Images]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	The motto of the graduating class was:



	 
	[image: img]
	A
	Our Future — Yesterday’s Promise



	 
	[image: img]
	B
	The Promise of Tomorrow is the Task of Today



	 
	[image: img]
	C
	We Finish — Only to Begin



	 
	[image: img]
	D
	One’s Best is Best for All



	 
	b)
	The sound of the giant, chattering typewriter was:



	 
	[image: img]
	A
	tacks coming out of the roof’s tar paper.



	 
	[image: img]
	B
	hail on the roof.



	 
	[image: img]
	C
	tree branches striking the side of the house.



	 
	[image: img]
	D
	snakes in the attic.



	 
	c)
	After the tornado, what made it look like there was snow on the ground?



	 
	[image: img]
	A
	Hail.



	 
	[image: img]
	B
	Shredded blossoms.



	 
	[image: img]
	C
	Loose insulation from the attic.



	 
	[image: img]
	D
	Frost.



	 
	d)
	Old Man Nyquist was trapped under a ______________.



	 
	[image: img]
	A
	ceiling joist



	 
	[image: img]
	B
	collapsed iron bedstead



	 
	[image: img]
	C
	china cabinet



	 
	[image: img]
	D
	mattress and box spring



	 
	e)
	While surveying the town, Mary Alice and her grandmother had to keep an eye out for ______________.



	 
	[image: img]
	A
	mad dogs



	 
	[image: img]
	B
	trapped children



	 
	[image: img]
	C
	downed wires



	 
	[image: img]
	D
	cow paddies
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Part Seven: Gone With the Wind / Ever After

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why do you think Mary Alice decided to run home rather than take shelter in the school basement?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	Why did Grandma direct Mary Alice to the southwest corner of the basement during the tornado?



	
	




	
	




	3.
	When they were in the basement, what had Grandma done that astonished Mary Alice?



	
	




	
	




	4.
	Despite the obvious disdain Grandma and Old Man Nyquist exhibit toward one another, he was the first person she checked on after the tornado. Why do you think that was the case?



	
	




	
	




	5.
	Why hadn’t Old Man Nyquist taken shelter?



	
	




	
	




	6.
	When Mary Alice and her Grandma couldn’t find Mrs. Wilcox, what were they afraid had happened to her? Where had she been when they were looking for her?
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	Imagine you are Mary Alice and create a journal entry describing the traumatic events of “Gone With the Wind”. You would like to send a copy of this journal entry to your parents in Chicago, so be sure to detail how you were feeling during this exciting time.
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Review Two: from Hearts and Flour to Ever After

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Grandma Dowdel was certainly an unusual character. In your opinion, what was it in particular that she contributed to making this such an outstanding novel?



	
	




	2.
	Do you think that having the novel set during the Great Depression of the 1930’s contributed to the effectiveness of the novel, or detracted from it? Support your answer.
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same (or nearly the same) as the underlined word(s).















	  
	capitulate
	confidence
	dispense
	hightailed
	sentiment
	  



	  
	allegiance
	tintype
	lingered
	annihilate
	administration
	  











	
	1.
	When the burglars heard the police siren, they fled.



	
	2.
	The team’s determination seemed to crumble when their goalie let in the fifth goal.



	
	3.
	Who would have thought the Black Knight’s army would surrender when the first cannon was fired?



	
	4.
	Brian stayed behind for at least forty minutes after everyone else had departed.



	
	5.
	I’m sure that Mary Alice’s grandmother shares the same feelings as she does.



	
	6.
	“My loyalty is to King Arthur,” the peasant said in a quaking voice.



	
	7.
	They recovered a very old photograph from my uncle’s cedar chest.



	
	8.
	How much of the medication did the doctor allocate to our ward?



	
	9.
	I hope the Blackhawks aren’t too confident, because everyone feels the Red Wings will destroy them in the playoffs.



	
	10.
	The warden’s management skills are not among his greatest assets.














	[image: Images]
	[image: Images]




Review Two: from Hearts and Flour to Ever After











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Mrs. Vottsmeier wasn’t able to bake the cherry tarts for the Washington’s Birthday tea because she was going through the change of life.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Aunt Mae outs Mrs. Weindenbach as having been adopted by the Roach family from the Burdicks.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Arnold Green was a painter of murals.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Mary Alice asked Royce to help her with her English grammar homework.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Mary Alice’s brother, Joey, joined the United States Marines during World War II.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Mary Alice admits that her grandmother taught her everything she knew.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in the chapters Hearts and Flour through to the end of the novel.
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	a)
	Maxine Patch tangles with a snake in Grandma’s attic.



	
	[image: images]
	b)
	Grandma and Mary Alice rescue Old Man Nyquist.



	
	[image: images]
	c)
	Mary Alice married Royce.



	
	[image: images]
	d)
	Mrs. Weidenbach approaches Grandma about baking tarts for the George Washington Birthday tea.



	
	[image: images]
	e)
	Grandma takes in a boarder.
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	f)
	Mary Alice and Ina-Rae trick Carleen into thinking Ina-Rae received valentine cards from Royce and Elmer.
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Review Two: from Hearts and Flour to Ever After

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why do you think Grandma tried to set Arnold Green up with Miss Brooks instead of encouraging his relationship with Maxine Patch?



	
	




	
	




	2.
	Mary Alice admits that it would have been easier for her to get married in Chicago. Why then do you think she got married at Grandma Dowdel’s?



	
	




	3.
	The last sentence in the chapter, “Gone With the Wind” states, She (Grandma) had eyes in the back of her heart. What do you think Mary Alice meant by this?



	
	




	
	




	4.
	In a dramatic or literary work, the climax occurs at a decisive moment that is of maximum intensity or at a major turning point in the plot. When would you say the climax of this novel occurs?



	
	




	
	




	5.
	What was your impression of the novel’s conclusion? Was it satisfying to you? Why or why not?



	
	




	
	




	6.
	Why do you think the author saves the information that it was Royce whom Mary Alice married until the second last sentence of the novel?
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	As your final journal entry, write a description of how you enjoyed this novel (or didn’t) — and why. As a twist to this assignment, interview a classmate to get his or her impression of the book; what he or she enjoyed and what he or she didn’t.
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Parts 1 to 2

Chicago, Chicago, that toddlin’ town… — so sang Frank Sinatra.

Mary Alice finds her grandmother’s town a far cry from her home town of Chicago. Certainly Chicago, Illinois, has long been recognized as one of the most “happening” towns in the world — and I’m sure this was even true back during the Great Depression. No doubt, though, things had probably slowed down considerably during the hard years of the 1930’s — the businesses, restaurants and many attractions of the great city probably felt the pinch as did cities and businesses everywhere at this time.

Your task is to create an attractive travel brochure for the Chicago Chamber of Commerce of 1937. You may wish to check out a few sample brochures on the Internet before beginning your research of Chicago as it was back then. Your creation should contain at least one pertinent picture and several facts about the city that would draw tourists to this locale. Consider entertainment, museums, art galleries, restaurants, and anything else in which Chicago of 1937 would offer world-weary travelers.
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Part 3

[image: Images]Kate Smith

It seems that Grandma Dowdel was something of an admirer of singer, Kate Smith — mainly because of Kate Smith’s large size.

Kathryn Elizabeth “Kate” Smith (May 1, 1907 – June 17, 1986) was an American singer, best known for her rendition of “God Bless America”. Her recording career spanned five decades, reaching its pinnacle in the 1940s. The Philadelphia Flyers hockey team still plays a video of Kate Smith singing “God Bless America” before many of its important games, as she was considered the team’s good luck charm.

Go to YouTube on the Internet and search for Kate Smith songs — you will find several performances. Give a listen to two or three of her performances. Here are a few possibilities:

•   God Bless America

•   I Only Have Eyes For You

•   Maybe Who Knows

•   When the Moon Comes Over the Mountain

Imagine you are writing a review of this particular performance for your local newspaper.

•   First, describe her performance, the song, singing style, etc.

•   Next, mention one thing you enjoyed about the performance, choice of song, etc.

•   Lastly, state one thing you didn’t enjoy about the performance or song and/or how it might have been improved.
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Part 4

A Comic Strip

This activity is designed especially for students with an artistic flair or who love comic books! It can be done for events included in PART 4, or from PARTS 1 to 4. The first step is to decide on the length of your comic strip (6 to 12 frames is suggested); next, consider what events you will include. You may wish to highlight a brief incident (i.e. a real baby is discovered in the manger at the concert).

A quick sketch of the comic strip can first be accomplished in a storyboard format before a final, good copy is attempted. The strip should include a title, dialogue, and color. It should be neat and imaginative.











	[image: Images]
	




Part 5

Anagrams

An anagram is a word that is formed by changing the order of the letters of another word. For example, the letters in the word FROM can also form the word FORM. Follow these directions to form the anagrams:

a)  Read the clue in the right-hand column.

b)  Using the word in the left-hand column, move the letters around in any order, but you must use all the letters. Each of the words in the left-hand column are found in PART 5 of A Year Down Yonder.










	Word
	Anagram
	Clue



	shape
	 
	Piles; stacks.



	point
	 
	Type of horse.



	best
	 
	Activities at a race track.



	still
	 
	Songs or tunes.



	serve
	 
	A poem or song segment.



	satin
	 
	Person of great holiness.
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Parts 6 to 7

Letter to Grandma Dowdel

As the novel progresses, it is evident that Mary Alice is becoming more and more attached to her grandmother. In the novel’s conclusion, Mary Alice pitches to her grandmother the idea of her remaining with her. Much to her disappointment, however, her grandmother turns her down. This must have been heartbreaking for Mary Alice.

Imagine that you are Mary Alice. It is now two weeks since you left your Grandmother and have returned to live with your parents. Many thoughts, memories and emotions run through your mind as you sit down to write your grandmother your first letter since returning home. What are you feeling? What would you say to this woman that you have come to know so well — and love? What do you think your grandmother would expect to hear in such a letter?

Create a letter to send to Grandma Dowdel expressing the thoughts you think Mary Alice would have said.

Your letter should be approximately one-half page in length.
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Review 2

Worth Posting!

Your assignment is to write a brief review of A Year Down Yonder for posting on a website such as www.amazon.com. This is an opportunity to share your opinion of the novel with other young people who are considering whether to read the book or not.

Your review should be at least two paragraphs in length. One paragraph should briefly describe the plot (without giving away the ending). The second paragraph should give your impression of the novel. You may wish to interview a couple of your classmates so that you can include their opinions of the novel in your review as well.

When writing your impression, try to include one favorable comment and one suggestion as to how the novel might be improved.
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Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are written backwards.












	allegiance

	confident

	frankincense

	meander

	symphony

	  




	auxiliary

	crochet

	galoshes

	sateen

	trigonometry

	  




	celluloid

	demolish

	hornpipe

	spectacles

	variegated
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Comprehension Quiz
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Answer each question in complete sentences.








	1.

	How would you best describe Mary Alice’s mother’s feelings toward Grandma Dowdel?

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	2.

	State the following: Mary Alice’s teacher was Miss _________________________; the principal’s name was Mr. _________________________.

	[image: Images]



	3.

	Describe how Grandma got the pecans and pumpkins to make pies for Halloween.
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	4.

	Describe what happened to Augie Fluke when he tried to prank Grandma on Halloween?

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	5.

	Why did the community raise money for Mrs. Abernathy?
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	6.

	Describe how money was raised for the Abernathys.
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	7.

	Describe the prank that Ina-Rae and Mary Alice played on Carleen Lovejoy on Valentine’s Day.
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	SUBTOTAL:     /13
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Comprehension Quiz








	8.

	What great secret was revealed that stunned poor Mrs. Weidenbach at the George Washington’s Birthday tea?
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	9.

	Describe how Maxine Patch had her reputation ruined.
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	10.

	How did Grandma have Arnold Green over a barrel when he was looking for a place to stay?
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	11.

	What huge surprise did Grandma have waiting for Mary Alice on Christmas?
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	12.

	Describe how Grandma thwarted Mildred’s plan to extort money from Mary Alice on the first day of school.
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	13.

	What excuse did Grandma give to Mary Alice for not letting her stay at her place when the year was up?
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	14.

	Who did Mary Alice end up marrying — and where were they married?
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	SUBTOTAL:     /13















	
    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary.



    Vocabulary    

1. stoop



2. recession



3. clabber



4. wary



5. distract



6. bustled



7. depot



8. cadaver



9. conniption



10. pleat


	
    1.    

a) [image: Images] B



b) [image: Images] C



c) [image: Images] B



d) [image: Images] D



e) [image: Images] A


	
    1.    

1937 — small town in southern Illinois.



    2.    

She leaves the reader with the impression that Grandma is a little out of the ordinary.



    3.    

Answers will vary (i.e. Her breath took mine away.)



    4.    

Answers will vary.



    5.    

She ran Mildred’s horse off with her boots. The horse would not return to Mildred’s so Mildred would not have a ride to school anymore.



    6.    

They were very low. They’re like a pack of hound dogs.


	
    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary.



    Vocabulary    

1. F



2. K



3. A



4. I



5. C



6. L



7. D



8. E



9. B



10. G



11. H



12. J


	
    1.    

  a)  T 



  b)  F 



  c)  F 



  d)  T 



  e)  F 



  f)  T 



    2.    

a) 2



b) 5



c) 1



d) 6



e) 3



f) 4
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    1.    

Poor opinion. Boys didn’t remember lessons from one year to the next. Mr. Fluke had poor grammar.



    2.    

To make pies for the school party.



    3.    

Answers will vary.



    4.    

She stretched a wire across the path near the privy tripping the pranksters and then dumped glue on one of their heads.



    5.    

She would leave a pie on their porch. Answers will vary.



    6.    

Answers will vary.





	 11 

	 12 

	 13 

	 14 

	 15 

	 16 
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    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary



    Vocabulary    

1. forlorn



2. repertoire



3. scuttle



4. intently



5. skulkers



6. extortion



7. brazen



8. testimonial



9. abandon



10. brigade


	
    1.    

a) dark (or cold); lumpy



b) Chicago; St. Louis



c) Kate Smith



d) Abernathy



e) rifle



    2.    

a) chenille



b) burgoo



c) charity; veterans



d) rabbit



e) Auxiliary


	
    1.    

The end of World War One. Nov. 11.



    2.    

Stew. Anything you had on hand (i.e. meat, any vegetable…)



    3.    

Answers will vary (i.e. Her grandmother embarrassed her; to get out of work).



    4.    

Mrs. Abernathy’s son.



    5.    

The money was going to the Abernathys who needed it more than the people buying the burgoo.



    6.    

He was gassed in the trenches of the Great War. She lost him once already.


	
    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary.



    Vocabulary    

1. a



2. b



3. c



4. d



5. c



6. b



7. a


	
    1.    

a) Butler; b) pads



c) bottle; d) Ina-Rae



e) Carleen



f) Nativity



g) Mother; h) angels



i) eat; j) money



k) walnut



l) Joseph; m) camel



n) smarter



o) Byrd; p) pistol



q) scream



r) scent



s) halo; t) Brethren



u) Lutz



Investigate

Literary Device: metaphor


	
    1.    

Answers will vary (i.e. Grandma seemed a little too practical and unsentimental to celebrate Christmas).



    2.    

Augie and a plucked chicken. Answers will vary.



    3.    

Answers will vary.



    4.    

By trapping foxes and selling their pelts.



    5.    

Fence lines, standing water and ditches.



    6.    

They were very impressed with her brother Joey who was visiting.





	 17 

	 18 

	 19 

	 20 

	 21 

	 22 

















	
    Vocabulary    

Across

1. repertoire

4. El

6. foxes

7. Smith

10. Nyquist

12. Chicago

15. Gertrude

17. meander

19. wary

20. Butler



Down

1. recession

2. Rae

3. intent

5. doles

8. tractors

9. manor

11. urine

13. Carleen

14. pray

16. Dowdel

18. Alice


	
    1.    

a) [image: Images] A



b) [image: Images] C



c) [image: Images] B



d) [image: Images] D



e) [image: Images] C


	
    1.    

Answers will vary (i.e. they thought she was rich).



    2.    

The Abernathys.



    3.    

She didn’t give change and insisted that the well-off give more.



    4.    

To check her fox traps. Answers will vary (i.e. to learn).



    5.    

A real baby replaced the doll. She determined it was a Burdick baby who had been abandoned there.



    6.    

Answers will vary.


	
  1.  

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary



    Vocabulary    

1. aristocracy



2. sacred



3. aware



4. capitulate



5. lurch



6. benediction



7. revolution



8. optimistic



9. commitment



10. descend


	
    1.    



  a)  T 



  b)  F 



  c)  T 



  d)  F 



  e)  F 



  f)  T 



    2.    

a) 5



b) 3



c) 1



d) 6



e) 2



f) 4
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    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary.



    3.    

Mrs. Weidenbach said that her mother was a Crow, meaning her surname, but Grandma probably was referring to the bird.



    4.    

Answers will vary (i.e. she selfishly took advantage of people).



    5.    

Answers will vary.



    6.    

She would have the tea in her own house.





	
 23 

	 24 

	 25 

	 26 

	 27 

	 28 
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    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary.



    Vocabulary    

1. b



2. a



3. d



4. c



5. a



6. d


	
    1.    

a) sheet



b) Elmo and Royce



c) paste



d) four



e) beautiful



f) Wilcox



    2.    

a) role



b) pearls, powder



c) rings



d) alone



e) bourbon


	
    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary (i.e Burroughs – Tarzan of the Apes. Haggard – King Solomon’s Mines)



    3.    

She liked Royce and felt Ina-Rae had cut in on her.



    4.    

She’ll be next to die (Broshear’s husband was the undertaker).



    5.    

Mrs. Weidenbach was a Burdick who was adopted by the Roaches. None of her ancestors had been involved in the Revolutionary War.



    6.    

The fact that Mary Alice is the writer of the Newsy Notes is confirmed.


	
    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary.



    Vocabulary    

Answers will vary.


	
    1.    

a) mother



b) spring



c) attic; d) robin’s



e) grasshopper



f) Patch



g) Café; h) Green;

i) murals

j) four; k) $2.50



l) studio



m) cot



n) math



o) nude; p) snake



q) Grandma;

r) shotgun



    2.    

a) [image: Images] A b) [image: Images] D

c) [image: Images] C d) [image: Images] B


	
    1.    

To turning 16.



    2.    

A particular hair style.



    3.    

She didn’t want people to find out who was writing them.



    4.    

They had to hang a man to start a graveyard.



    5.    

Answers will vary.



    6.    

Answers will vary.





	 29 

	 30 

	 31 

	 32 

	 33 

	 34 

















	
    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary.



    Vocabulary    

Reasons will vary.

1. d



2. c



3. a



4. d



5. b



6. d


	
    1.    

a) [image: Images] C



b) [image: Images] A



c) [image: Images] B



d) [image: Images] B



e) [image: Images] C


	
    1.    

To make sure her grandma was okay.



    2.    

Tornados came from that direction so the house would be blown off you, not on top of you.



    3.    

She saved Bootsie and April.



    4.    

Answers will vary (i.e. he was the most vulnerable).



    5.    

He was deaf and hadn’t heard the siren.



    6.    

She was blown away with her privy. She’d gone to use a neighbor’s privy.


	
    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary.



    Vocabulary    

1. hightailed



2. confidence



3. capitulate



4. lingered



5. sentiment



6. allegiance



7. tintype



8. dispense



9. annihilate



10. administration


	
    1.    

  a)  T 



  b)  T 



  c)  T 



  d)  F 



  e)  F 



  f)  T 



    2.    

a) 4



b) 5



c) 6



d) 1



e) 3



f) 2
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    1.    

Answers will vary.



    2.    

Answers will vary (i.e. Grandma was the most important person in her life).



    3.    

Answers will vary (i.e. Grandma was very perceptive and concerned for Mary Alice’s well-being).



    4.    

Answers will vary (i.e. When Grandma refuses to let Mary Alice continue to stay with her).



    5.    

Answers will vary.



    6.    

Answers will vary.





	 35 

	 36 

	 37 

	 38 

	 39 

	 40 
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Word Search Puzzle
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    1.    

She was afraid of her.



    2.    

Brooks. Fluke.



    3.    

She stole them from her neighbors late one night.



    4.    

She used a wire to trip him, then poured hot glue on his head.



    5.    

Her son was badly injured in the war and she had to care for him.



    6.    

Selling stew (burgoo).



    7.    

They pretended that Royce sent Ina-Rae a Valentine card.


	
    8.    

She had been adopted and was really a Burdick.



    9.    

She was posing in the nude at Grandma’s when a big snake dropped onto her, causing her to run naked into the street.



    10.    

Her house was the last one.



    11.    

Grandma paid to have Mary Alice’s brother, Joey, come for Christmas.



    12.    

She ran off Mildred’s horse with her boots tied around its neck.



    13.    

She was going to take in more boarders.



    14.    

Royce — in Grandma Dowdel’s house.





	 44 

	 45 

	 46 
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Become an Authority
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There are many topics mentioned or addressed in A Year Down Yonder.
These include The Great Depression; life in the 1930s in rural America;
pecans and pumpkins; The Daughters of the American Republic; Christmas
pageants; tornadoes; large snakes native to lllinois; frapping foxes; The
Great War and its veterans; radio programs of the 1930s, etc. Choose a
topic from the novel that you found of interest. Place it in the center
circle and then consider five additional subtopics that would aid in
one’s understanding of the topic. Put these subtopics with a very brief
description in the remaining numbered circles.
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Choose an important event from the novel and using the facts
from this event, complete the chart below.

EVENT:

What happened?

When did it
happen?

Where did it happen?
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This can be done in pairs or small groups.

By the end of the novel, it is apparent even to Mary Alice that she has
become much more like her grandmother than when she first moved
in with her. Reflect back over the story and determine characteristics of
both Mary Alice and Grandma — some they will share, some they won’t.
Using the Venn Diagram below, plot the characteristics you have come
up with. If the traits are shared, enter them in the overlapping section of
the two circles. To add spice to this task, choose a third character from the
story (i.e . Carlee, Mrs. Weidenbach, Mildred Burdick), then enter several
important characteristics for that particular character. Any characteristics
that this character might share with either Mary Alice or Grandma Dowdel
should be entered in the sections of the circles that overlap.

Grandma Dowdel
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and heart-warming novel.
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