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Sing Down the Moon









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a basic understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a good understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	Content

•    information and details relevant to focus

	Elements incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements complete; details missing

	All required elements completed; key details contain some description

	All required elements completed; enough description for clarity




	Style

•    effective word choice and originality

•    precise language

	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language




	Conventions

•    spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our literature kit is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. Our guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities that match the student’s abilities.

Our literature kit divides the novel by chapters and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include gender roles, equality, cultural assimilation, persecution, racism, internment, wars and even genocide. Sing Down the Moon gives classrooms a chance to discuss the importance of understanding the world view of others and the importance of not judging other cultures.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns—just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of Sing Down the Moon. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, small group activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	PLOT SUMMARY
Use the graphic organizer to gather facts and quotes on the plot. Students identify the event that starts the conflict or struggle in the story. Find the main events that cause the conflict to rise, and finally reach the climax. Then, finish off with the conclusion. Students are encouraged to use quotes from the text to describe the rising and falling action.
Found on Page 53.











	BOTH SIDES OF THE STORY
Students will look at the same event in the story from two perspectives. For example, when the ‘Long Knives’ tell Old Bear that he needs to keep the peace. Students can understand the need for the American soldiers to stop the fighting among Native nations and between the Americans and the Navaho. Can they understand the justification to continue the fighting and the raids? This graphic organizer will help students gather facts and quotes to try to present two sides to any story situation.
Found on Page 54.
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	FINDING THE THEME
Students will gather information throughout the text in order to understand one of the Themes as it is presented in the novel. Understanding the plot, character development, mood, and author’s message is essential for understanding the theme. Students use the quadrants of the circle to gather facts and quotes. Students record the quote and page number. At the end of the book, students will have organized facts and quotes ready to help them write an analysis of a Theme for the novel.
Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

Sing Down the Moon is a story told by a young Navaho woman. At the beginning, we meet Bright Morning, the central character. The reader also learns about her connection to the land and the environment. It is spring and she feels mature and hopeful. She takes her family’s sheep to the grazing grounds. Unfortunately, she is captured and sold into slavery. However, she does not accept her fate. She escapes with the help of friends, and returns home. Sadly, her husband-to-be is badly injured in the escape. When they arrive home, they find that things are not as they once were. When the army forces them out of their canyon, they begin the long walk to Fort Sumner. In the end, Bright Morning sees the relocation as the end of her people. She cannot accept the loss of her culture, so once again she plans to escape. She leads her young family away, back to their home in the Chelly Canyon.

The book is well-researched and includes historically-accurate details of the life of the Navaho people from Chelly Canyon. Woven into the story is: the Navaho traditional hunter-gather lifestyle, the coming-of-age ceremony, the dangers of Spanish slavers, and the tragic Long Walk forced upon the Navaho people in the mid-1800s.

Suggestions for Further Reading
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OTHER BOOKS BY SCOTT O’DELL

Island of the Blue Dolphins © 1960

The King’s Fifth © 1966

The Black Pearl © 1967

Zia © 1976

Sarah Bishop © 1980

Black Star, Bright Dawn © 1988

My Name is Not Angelica © 1989


OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

Cornelia Meigs, Swift Rivers © 1932

Eloise Jarvis McGraw, Moccasin Trail © 1952

Meindert De Jong, Shadrach © 1953

Dorothy Rhoads, The Corn Grows Ripe © 1956

Robert Lawson, The Great Wheel © 1957

William O. Steele, The Perilous Road© 1958

Kathryn Lasky, Sugaring Time © 1983

Mavis Jukes, Like Jake and Me © 1984
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List of Vocabulary



CHAPTER 1

• mesa • greening • barrancas • flock • aspen grove • pinon






CHAPTERS 2 TO 3

• fend • mesquite • corral • wooded draw • canyon • lance high • cropping • obedient • sheared • goading • Utes • astride • haughty • Hogan • plunder • foolhardy





CHAPTERS 4 TO 6

• Hogan • slavers • thong • halt • pine • hobble • Jicarilla Apache • blood brothers • Nez Perce






CHAPTERS 7 TO 9

• rafters • camisa • surly • disposition • pigeon-toed • Zuni • haggle • adobe • churring • omen • velveteen • steal away • baile • cloaks • fiesta • slain • cunning • vengeful • boughs • tortillas • Penitentes • hobbled • bridles • pintos • tethered • grove





CHAPTERS 10 TO 11

• scornfully • crest • ridge • a draw • reins • ravine • neigh • solemnly • lances • dusk • leagues






CHAPTERS 12 TO 13

• litter • sycamore • gaunt • mottled berries • shorn • womanhood ceremony • Kin-nadl-dah • industrious • obedient • comely • yucca root • floundered • taunted





CHAPTERS 14 TO 16

• pinto beans • tending • abandoned • hatchets • spurred • lean-to • tethered • crevice • broth • feat • bore • clans • captivity






CHAPTERS 17 TO 19

• portals • prodded • league • trudged • falter • jeer • waned • lame • crone • carrying board • straggling • ragged • buzzards • fleecy • coyote • brush • quarrelsome • headmen • hides • idle • slain





CHAPTERS 20 TO 21

• buttress • gruel • scold • tend • waning • gourd • forsaken • spindly






CHAPTERS 22 TO 23

• gaunt • haunches • dozes • ramparts • crimson • shorn • gnarled
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Scott O’Dell

[image: ]

Scott O’Dell was born May 23, 1898 in Los Angeles, California. His real name was O’Dell Gabriel Scott, but a clerical error switched his name around to Scott O’Dell. He liked the sound of his new name, so he had it legally changed.

O’Dell had many jobs in his long life: soldier, farmer, script-reader, set-builder, and camera man for Paramount studios. He worked on many big films from the 1920s, and often spoke of his one claim-to-fame in the film industry: his hands were used for a scene in “The Sheik” with Rudolph Valentino.

He was the author of many adult books, which often developed from his interest in strong and unique individuals. He wrote historical fiction to bring to life the interesting people he had researched. While researching for his books, he and his wife would travel to the locations. Much of Scott O’Dell’s writing shows a clear narrative style. Common themes include the human spirit’s triumph over adversity, the strength of women, and the struggle for justice. Scott O’Dell said in an interview in 1984 with Conrad Wesselhoeft: “The only reason I write is to say something. I’ve forsaken adults because they’re not going to change, though they may try awfully hard. But children can and do change.”
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•   Scott O’Dell served in the Army in World War I, then the Air Force and Coast Guard Auxiliary in World War II.

•   Scott O’Dell had originally written the novel Island of the Blue Dolphins as an adult book, but his publisher recognized the book’s value for young people, and Scott O’Dell’s career as a children’s author was born.

•   His final novel, Thunder Rolling in the Mountains, was finished by his wife Elizabeth Hall after Scott O’Dell died in 1989.
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Chapter One

Answer the questions in complete sentences.






	1.
	What do people say will bring good luck? Or bad luck? Do they affect the way you behave?

	 


	 


	2.
	What do you know about the Navaho people?
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.










	aspen
	corral
	greening



	mesa
	barrancas
	flock




	grove
	pinon

	









	1.	A deep ravine or gorge or cliffs is called a ______________.

	2.	A large high land, with a flat top and steep sides is called a ______________.

	3.	A group of sheep is called a herd or a ______________ .

	4.	A stand of trees all of the same kind is called a ______________.

	5.	An enclosed place to keep livestock—like horses or sheep—is called a ______________.

	6.	When spring comes, trees often change from bare and dead looking plants, to vibrant budding trees. This process can be called ______________ because of the change in color of all the plants.

	7.	The ______________ tree is a deciduous, leaf bearing tree.

	8.	The ______________ tree is a coniferous tree, bearing needles and edible seeds .
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Chapter One








	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.


	
	a)
	Who is telling the story?


	
	[image: ]
	A
	An old man.


	
	[image: ]
	B
	A young man.


	
	[image: ]
	C
	An old woman.


	
	[image: ]
	D
	A young woman.


	
	b)
	Why is the narrator excited for Spring?


	
	[image: ]
	A
	All the world was turning green .


	
	[image: ]
	B
	She had another chance to prove that she could care for the sheep.


	
	[image: ]
	C
	The rain storms would stop, and she was afraid of storms.


	
	[image: ]
	D
	Her mother would talk to her again.


	
	c)
	Who did the sheep belong to?


	
	[image: ]
	A
	The narrator’s mother.


	
	[image: ]
	B
	Lapana, her sister.


	
	[image: ]
	C
	Her brother.


	
	[image: ]
	D
	All the women of the tribe.











	2.
	Answer each question with the correct word(s) from the Chapter.


	
	 
	a)The Navaho people relied on farming and hunting for their food. From Chapter one, what are two foods that they grew to eat?



	
	 
	b)Based on this Chapter, what animals did they hunt?



	
	 
	c)What animals did they raise?



	
	 
	d)What are 3 types of trees mentioned in this Chapter?



	
	 
	e)What is the name of the Spring month for the narrator?
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Chapter One

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Explain 2 reasons why Bright Morning was so excited to see the early Spring rains.


	 



	 



	2.
	Find 2 quotes that give us a hint of the spiritual beliefs in Bright Morning’s culture.


	 



	 



	 



	3.
	Describe Bright Morning’s family and friends.


	 



	 



	 



	4.
	Why is it so important for Bright Morning to take the sheep back up to the grazing lands?


	 



	 



	5.
	Last Spring, how did Bright Morning’s mother teach her the importance of caring for the sheep? (3 details)
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	Bright Morning is excited to get outside and enjoy the Spring day. Do you have a favorite season or time of year? Take a moment to describe your favorite time of year. Describe what you can see, hear, smell, taste, touch, think about and why it is your favorite time of year.
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Chapters Two to Three

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	In the last Chapter, we learned that Bright Morning had left the sheep on the mesa during a storm last spring. How did her family react?


	 



	 



	2.
	Think about the way the family reacted. Why were they insisting that she care for the sheep, even when she was afraid? What does this tell us about Bright Morning’s life?
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.













	 1 
	fend

	 
	to clip off the top coat of wool on a sheep

	 A 


	 2 
	mesquite

	 
	a cluster of trees on a grassland

	 B 


	 3 
	corral

	 
	to be prideful

	 C 


	 4 
	wooded draw

	 
	to be as tall or long as a spear

	 D 


	 5 
	canyon

	 
	to look after yourself

	 E 


	 6 
	lance high

	 
	to take goods, or goods taken by a raider

	 F 


	 7 
	cropping

	 
	a type of hard wood tree

	 G 


	 8 
	sheared

	 
	a fenced in yard for horses

	 H 


	 9 
	haughty

	 
	a deep ravine/gorge between high rock walls

	  I  


	10
	plunder

	 
	grazing, when horses eat grass

	 J 
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Chapters Two to Three









	1.
	Match each quote with the name of the character who said it.


	
	 
	a)
	“The grass is better to the south, beyond the aspen grove.”


	
	 
	b)
	“It would be wiser if there was only one of the twins instead of two. There is not enough strength to divide between them.”


	
	 
	c)
	“Some poor man may marry her. He will see that she eats little and think it will not matter whether he is poor or not.”


	
	 
	d)
	“I eat like a man.”


	
	 
	e)
	“More likely he will see that her mother owns many sheep.”


	
	 
	f)
	“Three of your sheep have strayed.”


	
	 
	g)
	“I hope that he does not kill another bear. If he does he will call himself Very Tall Boy and we will have much trouble with him.”


	
	 
	h)
	“For his sake I wished he would kill another bear.”


	
	 
	i)
	“Last summer they threatened to come back and burn our village.”


	
	 
	j)
	“We have kept the peace.”
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.












	clan

	marry

	observant

	proud




	sheep

	hunter

	obedient

	protected




	raid

	teased

	
	











	1.
	The girls ______________ each other about their looks and future husbands.


	2.
	Bright Morning’s mother thinks that Tall Boy is too______________.


	3.
	In Navaho culture, men hunted and ______________ the village.


	4.
	Women farmed and raised ______________.


	5.
	The soldiers wanted the Navaho to keep the peace and not ______________ other tribes.


	6.
	Tall Boy was a good ______________ and very brave.


	7.
	Old Bear was the elder who ______________ spoke for the .


	8.
	Bright Morning would be a good wife because she was strong and ______________.


	9.
	Bright Morning wanted to ______________ Tall Boy.


	10.
	While caring for the sheep, the girls had to be ______________, to watch for dangers.
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Chapters Two to Three

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	How does Bright morning’s mother let her know that she trusts her to take the sheep?


	 



	 



	2.
	What do you think Running Bird meant when she said “it would have been wiser if there was only one of the twins, instead of two.” Why do you think she used the word ‘wiser’?


	 



	 



	3.
	Bright Morning likes Tall Boy. How did he get his name? What does this tell us about him?


	 



	 



	4.
	Find a quote showing the relationship Bright Morning’s clan has with the Long Knives.


	 



	 



	5.
	Why do you think the soldiers wanted to stop the Navaho from raiding other Native Nations? Why did the warriors go to fight the Ute?


	 



	 



	6.
	What do you think would have been the reaction of the ‘Long Knives’, if the soldiers had found all the young men home, instead of out on a raid?
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	What jobs or chores do you have to do in your family? What happens if people don’t do their chores? What happens if they do? Write about the rights and responsibilities you have in your family.
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Chapters Four to Six

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	In the previous Chapters, the girls mention that the warriors are going to raid the Utes, indicating that they are enemies. What do you think would cause the Navaho and Utes to be enemies?


	 



	 



	2.
	What do you think about Bright Morning’s quality of life? What would you enjoy? What wouldn’t you enjoy?
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.













	 1 
	hogan

	 
	A Native American Nation from Idaho to Oregon

	 A 


	 2 
	slavers

	 
	stop

	 B 


	 3 
	thong

	 
	an evergreen tree

	 C 


	 4 
	halt

	 
	not related, but sworn to help each other

	 D 


	 5 
	Apache

	 
	Bright Morning’s type of house

	 E 


	 6 
	Nez Percé

	 
	tie a horse’s front legs together so he can’t go far

	 F 


	 7 
	hobble

	 
	A Native American nation from Canada

	 G 


	 8 
	pine

	 
	someone who catches and sells people

	 H 


	 9 
	blood brothers

	 
	a leather cord

	  I  
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Chapters Four to Six









	1.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in the chapter.


	
	 
	a)
	Bright Morning and Running Bird were gagged and tied to the saddle.


	
	 
	b)
	The girls were afraid to see a wolf following them.


	
	 
	c)
	Bright Morning saw a Nez Perce girl who gave her a look that ‘chilled’ her.


	
	 
	d)
	Bright Morning remembered the girl who had been stolen by slavers.


	
	 
	e)
	They traveled South with the North Star behind them.


	
	 
	f)
	The girls refused to eat, even when threatened with a stick.











	2.
	In the chart, write down the cause or effect for the following causes and effects.



	CAUSE
	EFFECT




	a) The Black Dog barked a warning…
	


	b)
	…Running Bird screamed.


	c) Black Dog tried to bite the Spaniard…
	


	d)
	…Bright Morning slept with her arm around Black Dog.


	e)
	…the girls did not eat even when threatened.


	f)
	…Bright Morning noticed the Nez Perce girl.
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Chapters Four to Six

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What is the significance of: “Right at the moment Running Bird asked me what my father had said about the soldiers, I jumped up and began to dance.”


	 



	 



	2.
	In Chapter 6, Bright Morning says about her black dog: “He would not have left the sheep alone, so I knew that my mother had come to the mesa and driven the flock home.” Why is this important to Bright Morning?


	 



	 



	3.
	Based upon what you know so far, what do you think is the main struggle for Bright Morning?


	 



	4.
	Compare and contrast how Bright Morning behaves in these Chapters with that of her friend Running Bird. How are their actions similar? How are they different?


	 



	 



	5.
	What is the plan the girls make for escaping the Slavers? How are they prevented from escaping?


	 



	 



	6.
	What mood does the author set at the end of Chapter 6? Find a quote that shows how the author sets the mood.
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	All parents try to prepare their children for the dangers they may face. What do your parents warn you about? What do they tell you to do if you are approached by strangers?
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Chapters Seven to Nine

Answer the question in a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why do you think Bright Morning followed the Spaniard at the end of Chapter 6? Why didn’t she run away or put up a fight?


	 



	 



	2.
	What do you think Bright Morning will have to do in the home? What do you imagine the living conditions will be like?
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	Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure that the meaning of each word is clear in your sentence.










	Surly

	 



	










	Disposition

	 



	










	Haggle

	 



	










	Churring

	 



	










	Cunning

	 



	










	Boughs

	 



	










	Hobbled

	 



	










	Bridles

	 



	










	Tethered
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Chapters Seven to Nine











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	
	T
	F
	a)
	Bright Morning is taken to a house to be a servant for the wife of a soldier.


	
	T
	F
	b)
	Bright Morning enjoyed the food at the house.


	
	T
	F
	c)
	Bright Morning had to hide her black dog from the lady.


	
	T
	F
	d)
	Rosita is a 12-year-old Navaho girl who likes living with the soldier’s family.


	
	T
	F
	e)
	Running Bird is in a house with a Nez Perce girl.


	
	T
	F
	f)
	Bright Morning was warned not to talk to the Nez Perce girl.


	
	T
	F
	g)
	The girls decided to run away on Christmas day.


	
	T
	F
	h)
	Bright Morning had to break the lock to get out of the garden gate.


	
	T
	F
	i)
	They stole 3 horses and rode away during the night.


	
	T
	F
	j)
	A wood cutter helped them get away.












	2.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word(s) from these Chapters.


	
	a)
	Bright Morning showed her resentment to her owner by not ____________ when the Lady told her to walk and smile.


	
	b)
	The house was owned by a ____________ who was not there often, and his wife.


	
	c)
	The lady of the house seemed happy that Bright Morning enjoyed learning about ____________ at the church.


	
	d)
	____________, the Nez Perce girl had been caught last time she ran away because she didn’t have a horse.
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Chapters Seven to Nine

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Was Rosita happy or lonely living as a slave in the town? Defend your opinion with facts from the story.


	 



	 



	2.
	How does Bright Morning describe the lady that buys her as a house slave?


	 



	 



	3.
	What does the lady think about Bright Morning?


	 



	 



	4.
	Bright Morning becomes homesick for the canyon de Chelly. Compare and contrast her life there and her life in the town. Use facts from the story to support your findings.


	 



	 



	5.
	Rosita and Bright Morning present two opposite reactions to being enslaved in the town. Why did Rosita adapt to life in the town whereas Bright Morning did not?


	 



	 



	6.
	Describe the scene in the church ceremony for the Pentinents. List key words that help to create the mood for this scene.


	 



	 











	[image: ]

	Bright Morning has been dropped into a whole different way to live. Living in town, she ate different food. She had different chores, different housing and different clothes. She was introduced to a different religion. Have you ever been somewhere that was very different from home? What can you do to adapt to changes? What can you learn from new and different situations?














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Ten to Eleven

Answer the question in a complete sentence.







	1.
	What precautions were in place to keep Bright Morning from running away?


	 



	 



	2.
	We don’t hear Running Bird’s or Nehana’s story. What do you think their experience was like?


	 



	 











	[image: ]

	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.











	a draw

	dusk

	leagues




	ravine

	crest

	lances




	neigh

	ridge

	scornfully











	1.
	She crept out in the ____________ when the sun dipped below the horizon.


	2.
	He practices throwing ____________ to be a good warrior and hunter.


	3.
	They looked at her ____________, the anger flashing in their eyes.


	4.
	Bright Morning crept to the ____________ of the hill, and peaked over to watch for the trackers.


	5.
	They traveled many ____________, ‘til their horses were weary.


	6.
	There was a high rock ____________ that they could hide behind while they rode away.


	7.
	They heard the horse ____________ and knew the trackers were closing in.


	8.
	____________ is a landform formed by two parallel ridges with low ground in between.


	9.
	The girls climbed out of the ____________ in case the rain caused a flash flood.













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Ten to Eleven








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word(s) from these Chapters.


	
	a)
	The three girls climbed on their stolen pinto horses and headed down towards a small pine ____________.


	
	b)
	The Wood Cutter says that he will lie and tell the trackers that they went the other way, in exchange for a ____________.


	
	c)
	The girls rode the horses in the ____________ to hide their tracks.


	
	d)
	The 3 girls headed ____________ because their followers would expect them to go the other direction, straight to their homes.


	
	e)
	In all, Bright Morning had been captured for about ____________ weeks.


	
	f)
	At ____________, the trackers reached the place beside the stream where Nehana had slept.


	
	g)
	Bright Morning was woken up by ____________.


	
	h)
	Two people came out of the shadows: ____________ and his friend Mando.


	
	i)
	Tall Boy had two weapons: a lance and ____________.


	
	j)
	The Spaniard dropped from his saddle and took a ____________ from the holster.


	
	k)
	Tall Boy and Mando gave a great ____________, causing the Spaniard’s horse to leap sideways.


	
	l)
	Bright Morning rode ahead to get the ____________.













	2.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.


	
	T
	F
	a)
	Nehana wanted the horses for revenge, and because the bit and bridle were made of silver and turquoise.


	
	T
	F
	b)
	They rode at night, so they had to go slowly.


	
	T
	F
	c)
	Once they got out of the river, Bright Morning led them back north toward the canyon de Chelly.


	
	T
	F
	d)
	The Spanish slavers said that they wanted the girl’s horses, which were stolen.


	
	T
	F
	e)
	The leader of the Spanish Slavers was killed by Tall Boy.
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Chapters Ten to Eleven

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What do you think were the intentions of the Wood Cutter? What evidence do you base your opinion on?


	 



	 



	2.
	Look back at the dialogue among the girls shortly after running away. Why do you think Nehana wanted to help the other two girls run away?


	 



	 



	3.
	Running Bird was ready to leave Nehana while she slept. Why did Bright Morning disagree?


	 



	 



	4.
	What advantages do the trackers have to catch the girls? What advantages do the girls have to help them escape?


	 



	 



	5.
	Find three facts in these Chapters that prove that Bright Morning really cares for Tall Boy.


	 



	 



	6.
	Does Tall Boy care about Bright Morning? On what do you base this conclusion?


	 



	 











	[image: ]

	Bright Morning’s dog has helped her look after the sheep, warned her when the Spanish slavers approached, kept her company while enslaved, and now barks to identify Tall Boy for her. Do you have a pet? Why or why not? What qualities do you admire or would you admire about your pet? What would be your favorite pet to have? Why?














	[image: ]
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Chapters Twelve to Thirteen

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Do you think the girls would have escaped without the help of Tall Boy and Mando?


	 



	 



	2.
	Now that they are back home, do you think life will go on the way it was before Bright Morning and Running Bird were taken by the slavers? Explain why or why not.


	 



	 










	[image: ]

	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.













	 1 
	litter

	 
	cut short

	 A 


	 2 
	sycamore

	 
	pretty

	 B 


	 3 
	shorn

	 
	womanhood ceremony

	 C 


	 4 
	Kin-nadl-dah

	 
	an edible root

	 D 


	 5 
	industrious

	 
	hard worker

	 E 


	 6 
	obedient

	 
	does what they are told

	 F 


	 7 
	comely

	 
	a stretcher

	 G 


	 8 
	floundered

	 
	mocked, jeered

	 H 


	 9 
	taunted

	 
	a tree that loses its leaves seasonally

	  I  


	10
	blood yucca

	 
	struggled to adjust

	 J 
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Chapters Twelve to Thirteen









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.


	
	a)
	What did the medicine man use river water and the juice from mottled berries to do?


	
	[image: ]
	A
	Purify Tall Boy.


	
	[image: ]
	B
	Make Tall Boy drink.


	
	[image: ]
	C
	Clean the wound.


	
	[image: ]
	D
	Paint the ground.


	
	b)
	What did Bright Morning’s sister do to help Tall Boy?


	
	[image: ]
	A
	Cleaned his wound.


	
	[image: ]
	B
	Prayed for him.


	
	[image: ]
	C
	Kept him company.


	
	[image: ]
	D
	Made his meals.


	
	c)
	What did Bright Morning’s sister really want Bright Morning to understand about Tall Boy’s injury?


	
	[image: ]
	A
	He would never be a good husband.


	
	[image: ]
	B
	She owed him her life.


	
	[image: ]
	C
	He needed to change his name again.


	
	[image: ]
	D
	He would have to learn how to be a medicine man.


	
	d)
	What was Nehana going to do next?


	
	[image: ]
	A
	Marry the son of a chief.


	
	[image: ]
	B
	Return to her home village.


	
	[image: ]
	C
	Marry Tall Boy.


	
	[image: ]
	D
	Marry Mando.


	
	e)
	It was ____________ ’s decision on who Bright Morning would marry.


	
	[image: ]
	A
	Bright Morning


	
	[image: ]
	B
	Old Bear, the chief


	
	[image: ]
	C
	Bright Morning’s Mother


	
	[image: ]
	D
	Bright Morning’s Father











	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twelve to Thirteen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Discuss how Bright Morning feels about Tall Boy. Give at least 3 facts from the Chapters to support your answer.


	 



	 



	 



	2.
	How does Bright Morning’s mother let her know that she needs to give up on the idea of marrying Tall Boy?


	 



	 



	3.
	What is the significance of Bright Morning’s statement that it was her father’s right to decide who she marries, but he always does what his wife wants?


	 



	 



	4.
	What role did the Men play in the Navaho culture? What would happen to a man who couldn’t do what was required of him in the culture? How would he survive? What role would he play?


	 



	 



	5.
	Why did Tall Boy say: “You think that I went to the white man’s village just to rescue you.” “You are wrong. I went there for another reason.”?


	 



	 











	[image: ]

	Have you ever watched TV or met or known someone who was injured in a battle? What do you think it would be like to come home injured from a battle? Think about all the changes that you would have to make in your life when you came home. Soldiers go into service knowing that they could be injured or killed, and yet they go anyway. Reflect on what it would be like to be injured and have to be cared for by others while you try to heal.
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	[image: ]




Chapters Fourteen to Sixteen

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Based on what you already know, describe the life of a young girl in a traditional Navaho village in the 1800’s.


	 



	 



	2.
	Describe how important the land and its resources were for Bright Morning and her clan.


	 



	 











	[image: ]

	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.












	abandoned

	captivity

	crevice




	hatchet

	tending

	broth




	clans

	feat

	pinto beans




	tethered

	
	










	1.
	The lamb was stuck in a ________—a crack in the rocks on the cliff.



	2.
	A common meal was corn and __________.



	3.
	When they were in __________, Nehana hated being a slave, and tried to run away.



	4.
	The families saw the enemies coming and __________ the village to hide in the canyon.



	5.
	What a __________! The boys survived in the wilds with nothing but their spears for two weeks.



	6.
	They __________ their horses to the post outside the saloon.



	7.
	The women had been in the field __________ to the sheep.



	8.
	They simmer the bones from the sheep with water from the river to make some __________ for dinner.



	9.
	Each of the soldiers carried a little axe called a __________ to cut down the trees.



	10.
	The extended family was called__________.
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Chapters Fourteen to Sixteen









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.


	
	a)
	Based on the opening paragraph, what season is it?


	
	[image: ]
	A
	Spring


	
	[image: ]
	B
	Summer


	
	[image: ]
	C
	Fall


	
	[image: ]
	D
	Winter


	
	b)
	Why doesn’t Tall Boy want to run away from the Long Knives?


	
	[image: ]
	A
	He says they will take their food.


	
	[image: ]
	B
	He hates the Long Knives and wants to kill them.


	
	[image: ]
	C
	He likes to fight.


	
	[image: ]
	D
	He wants to gain back control of the land.


	
	c)
	How does Bright Morning’s father shame Tall Boy?


	
	[image: ]
	A
	He argues with him.


	
	[image: ]
	B
	He ignores him.


	
	[image: ]
	C
	He tells him not to speak.


	
	[image: ]
	D
	He asks if he could fight with a disabled arm.


	
	d)
	Why did Tall Boy come up to the mesa?


	
	[image: ]
	A
	He wanted to help the clans.


	
	[image: ]
	B
	He wanted to be with Bright Morning.


	
	[image: ]
	C
	He had injured himself in the climb.


	
	[image: ]
	D
	He could not keep up with the warriors.


	
	e)
	How did the people finally know that the soldiers were going to stay in their village?


	
	[image: ]
	A
	They built a fire pit and stone oven.


	
	[image: ]
	B
	They trampled all their fields.


	
	[image: ]
	C
	They burned down their hogans.


	
	[image: ]
	D
	They cut down all the peach trees.


	
	f)
	Approximately, how many days did they hide out on the mesa, before leaving to find a new place for their village?


	
	[image: ]
	A
	6


	
	[image: ]
	B
	10


	
	[image: ]
	C
	14


	
	[image: ]
	D
	30











	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Fourteen to Sixteen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What is the conflict in this story? What would be the peak or climax of the conflict?


	 



	 



	2.
	Why does Tall Boy rip the paper up and throw it in the stream?


	 



	3.
	During these Chapters, Tall Boy learns something that shakes his sense of identity. What is it? How do you think it will shape his future actions?


	 



	 



	4.
	In the last Chapter, Bright Morning’s sister, mother and Nehana said that they felt sorry for Tall Boy. Does Bright Morning feel sorry for Tall Boy? Explain using facts from these Chapters.


	 



	 



	5.
	Tall Boy vows to learn to hunt again. Based on what you know of his personality, do you think that he will learn to throw the spear well again? Support your opinion using facts from the story.


	 



	 



	6.
	What is in a Name? Look at the name of the clans. How do their clan names reinforce the importance of the land to the Aboriginal First Nations?


	 



	 











	[image: ]

	The meaning of Names: What is the story behind your name? Find out the meaning of your given name and why you were named that name. What is the origin of your family name? Where does it come from? Did it have a meaning at one time in history other than as a family name? Finally, if you lived during the time of Bright Morning, what name would you give yourself and why?
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Chapters Seventeen to Nineteen








	[image: ]

	






	[image: ]



	brush


	buzzards


	carrying board


	coyote


	crone


	falter


	fleecy


	headmen


	hides


	idle


	jeer


	lame


	league


	portals


	prodded


	quarrelsome


	ragged


	slain


	straggling


	trudged


	waned



















	Across
	Down





	1. Another word for doors.

3. Birds that eat carrion.

5. To decrease in strength or number.

6. The skins of animals.

7. Fight or argue.

8. To sneer, talk scornfully to someone.


	
12. Crippled or physically disabled.

13. The wool on a sheep.

14. To struggle to keep up with the group.

15. A derogatory name for an old woman.

16. To walk wearily.

17. To do nothing.


	1. To be pushed along.

2. A measure of distance.

3. Low wild scrub grasses and bushes.

4. A baby carrier that allowed a mom to carry a baby on her back.

6. Elders or chiefs who make decisions for the clan.


	
9. Ripped, torn or patched clothes.

10. A wild dog-like predator.

11. To be unsteady or

14. To be killed.
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Chapters Seventeen to Nineteen








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word(s) from these Chapters.


	
	a)
	The opening paragraph in Chapter 17, tells us that a lot of time has gone by because it is now the ___________ season.


	
	b)
	Bright Morning offers to carry one of the children carried by___________, a girl her age from the Blue Water Canyon.


	
	c)
	Tall Boy slipped into the camp. His clothes were torn, and his feet were___________ and___________. He ate the mush Bright Morning gave him, but he would not___________.


	
	d)
	___________ is the leader of the clan, now that Old Bear has died. He really couldn’t ‘lead’ since they were forced to go where the soldiers took them. He tried to be optimistic by saying: “Cast your eyes around… You will see many people sitting beside their fires. They are hungry but not___________. They are cold but they do not___________. They are unhappy. Yet they are___________.”


	
	e)
	There were ___________ and coyotes following the Navaho, created by the large number of people who ___________ on the trail.


	
	f)
	They made it through the hard march and Winter, and started to feel a bit more optimistic, and yet, Bright Morning’s Mother ___________ when she saw their new home at Bosque Redondo. She had not cried since they had left their canyon.


	
	g)
	One of the biggest problems facing Bright Morning’s people was___________. There was nothing to do but gossip and wait and worry. People don’t feel good if they are not in control of their lives and doing something purposeful. Most of the men started to accept their fate saying: “The ____________ will tell us what to do. Now they ____________ us. When the time comes they will speak and we will hear them.”











	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seventeen to Nineteen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What was Bright Morning’s motivation or reason for taking the girl from Little Rainbow?


	 



	 



	2.
	How does her sister react when Little Rainbow can’t be found? What is their mother’s response?


	 



	 



	3.
	What is the significance of the following statement: “Tall Boy fashioned a carrying board from brush and a piece of cloth.”?


	 



	 



	4.
	Compare this Spring to the Spring at the beginning of the novel.


	 



	 



	5.
	Describe the living conditions in their new home.


	 



	 



	6.
	How did the men react to the story of what happened at Sand Creek? How does Bright Morning feel about their reaction?


	 



	 











	[image: ]

	The last three Chapters are extremely sad. Everyone goes through hardships in their lives, not always as bad as the tragedies described in these last Chapters. What can you do to help someone who is experiencing a hard time? What could you do to help anyone cope with hard times? What—if anything—would help you get through difficult times?














	[image: ]
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Chapters Twenty to Twenty-One

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	How do you think the soldiers will deal with the problems at Fort Sumner?


	 



	 



	 



	2.
	How will the Navaho and Apache respond to the issues they are facing?


	 



	 











	[image: ]

	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the sentence.











	buttress

	gourd

	scold




	tend

	forsaken

	gruel




	spindly

	waning

	












	 
	
	1.	
	A hard shelled, hollow plant pod, great for storing food and water in



	 
	
	2.
	Long and thin and usually weak.



	 
	
	3.
	A thin porridge.



	 
	
	4.
	Abandoned, left behind.



	 
	
	5.
	To tell off.



	 
	
	6.
	A support for a wall.



	 
	
	7.
	To look after.



	 
	
	8.
	To become thinner or smaller in size or power or influence.














	[image: ]
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Chapters Twenty to Twenty-One









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.


	
	a)
	Tall Boy’s family helps him arrange to marry Bright Morning. How long do negotiations take?


	
	[image: ]
	A
	a day


	
	[image: ]
	B
	a week


	
	[image: ]
	C
	a month


	
	[image: ]
	D
	a year


	
	b)
	What does Bright Morning tell Tall Boy that she dreams about?


	
	[image: ]
	A
	Their Canyon de Chelly


	
	[image: ]
	B
	The soldiers attacking and killing them all.


	
	[image: ]
	C
	Her sheep.


	
	[image: ]
	D
	The wolves.


	
	c)
	Why doesn’t Tall Boy want to talk about going home?


	
	[image: ]
	A
	afraid


	
	[image: ]
	B
	embarrassed


	
	[image: ]
	C
	depressed


	
	[image: ]
	D
	ashamed


	
	d)
	The flour was given out by the soldiers to the ___________ first.


	
	[image: ]
	A
	Elders


	
	[image: ]
	B
	Apache


	
	[image: ]
	C
	Spaniards


	
	[image: ]
	D
	women and children


	
	e)
	The soldiers used an Ute man to translate for them. Why was this a problem?


	
	[image: ]
	A
	The Utes were their traditional enemies.


	
	[image: ]
	B
	The Utes did not speak Navaho well.


	
	[image: ]
	C
	The Utes favored the Apache.


	
	[image: ]
	D
	The Utes were quarrelsome.











	[image: ]
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Chapters Twenty to Twenty-One

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	How and why does Bright Morning’s mother change her attitude about Tall Boy?


	 



	 



	2.
	Describe the wedding ceremony. What do you think is the meaning behind the simple actions?


	 



	 



	3.
	Even though she was angry and frustrated with Tall Boy when he said that her sheep were all dead, she doesn’t show her anger. Why not?


	 



	 



	4.
	Why is Bright Morning so determined to go back to the village?


	 



	 



	 



	5.
	When Tall Boy is taken away, Bright Morning and her Father go to the fort to get him back. List 3 major cultural misunderstandings between the Navaho and the Long Knives.



	 



	 



	 











	[image: ]

	Bright Morning is determined, she is self-disciplined and caring. What are your greatest character traits? It’s sometimes hard to give ourselves a pat on the back or recognize the good aspects of our own character. If you were at the end of a long and glorious life, what would you want people to recognize about who you were as a person?














	[image: ]
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Chapters Twenty-Two to Twenty-Three

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Compare the typical wedding today with that of the Navaho in the 1800s. Think about cost, entertainment, church, after church traditions and gift giving. How are they different? How are they the same?


	 



	 



	2.
	From the very beginning of the book to the very end, Bright Morning brings us into her world that she holds dear. What 3 aspects of her life does she cling to and value, and is determined to get back?


	 



	 



	3.
	What will Bright Morning do next? Will she wait for her husband, or will she head back home with the supplies she has? Justify your prediction.


	 



	 










	[image: ]

	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.













	 1 
	gaunt

	 
	back legs

	 A 


	 2 
	haunches

	 
	bright red

	 B 


	 3 
	dozes

	 
	twisted and knotted

	 C 


	 4 
	ramparts

	 
	high walls like in the outer wall of a castle

	 D 


	 5 
	crimson

	 
	thin and wasted

	 E 


	 6 
	shorn

	 
	a light sleep

	 F 


	 7 
	gnarled

	 
	to cut or shave the wool off a lamb

	 G 
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Chapters Twenty-Two to Twenty-Three








	1.

	Fill in each blank with the correct word(s) from these Chapters.


	
	a)
	Tall Boy packed their belongings on the ____________ and they left without saying goodbye.


	
	b)
	They were almost caught while eating just off the trail, by soldiers coming in to the fort driving a small band of ____________ toward the Bosque Redondo.


	
	c)
	They traveled for ____________ days, and then ran out of four.


	
	d)
	Tall Boy took them to a valley called ____________, where he had hunted before.


	
	e)
	There was a pond, and a meadow and many resources. They were able to build a ____________ beside the pond.


	
	f)
	Bright Morning gave birth to their ____________ in the valley.


	
	g)
	She was careful not to show too much emotion in case Tall Boy got angry. He said, “We go because I am tired of hearing about ____________.”


	
	h)
	Tall Boy went to scout their old village. He came back to say that there were no soldiers or other Native Americans there. He did admit to seeing an ____________.


	
	i)
	Once in the canyon, Tall Boy sees a ____________, which used to house Navahos a long time ago. He re-carves the hand and foot holds.


	
	j)
	Black Dog hears something, and Bright Morning finds one of her ewes with a ____________.
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Chapters Twenty-Two to Twenty-Three

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	List all the possessions that Bright Morning has accumulated for their move back to their canyon.


	 



	 



	2.
	What does the comment made by Bright Morning’s mother tell us about her thoughts: “He is worse than an old woman. He is like the old men of the Navahos. All of them.”?


	 



	 



	3.
	Throughout the novel, there are social laws that they follow. List some of them. How might another culture cause offense by not knowing the customs of the Navaho?


	 



	 



	 



	4.
	Why do you suppose Tall Boy took Bright Morning to Elk-Running Valley, instead of Canyon de Chelly?


	 



	 



	5.
	Why does Bright Morning say, “Yet not a day went by that summer or when the snows came that I did not think of my sheep.”?


	 



	 



	 











	[image: ]

	What do you want to do in your future? Do you have a goal or a dream or a certain lifestyle that you want? Describe it in full detail, including how you plan to reach your goal or dream.














	 
	[image: ]




Chapter 1

Ode to Nature

In the opening scene in the book, Bright Morning describes her world. She felt a joyful connection to her land and her people. Write a poem to a season that you like.

Brainstorm all the words you can think of about a season that you love. Think of different types of words: action words (verbs), descriptors (adverbs, adjectives), people, places, and things (nouns).

Use the words to write a poem using the Haiku format. Haiku is a Japanese poem that celebrates nature. Traditionally, Haiku uses 3 lines. The first line has 5 syllables. The second line has 7 syllables. The third line has 5 syllables.

 







	 
	[image: ]




Chapter 4

Stranger Danger

In Chapter 4, Bright Morning is captured by a stranger. We still teach children not to talk to strangers. Write a commercial to warn young people about the dangers of talking to strangers. Follow this action plan:

•   What is the danger?

•   What should they do and say when approached by a stranger?

•   Who can they go to for help?

Include some catchy music and/or phrases that they could use to remember the lesson. Your commercial could be recorded for either ‘radio’ or TV. Practice it to make sure that it is polished and professional.









	[image: ]
	 




Chapters 4 to 6

Interview

Imagine you could travel back in time. Imagine you were transported back to the time this story takes place. Think of 10 questions that you could ask one of the people in these Chapters. You could interview the Spanish slaver, the old woman, or Rosita. After you have asked your questions, think carefully about how the characters are described in these Chapters. Answer the questions the way that you think they would answer them. You may want to do a bit of thinking about why people do what they do. Think about basic needs people have. Think about the conditions for life at the time. Think about peer pressure and prejudice experienced by many groups in history.

 







	[image: ]
	 




Chapters 9 to 10

A Graphic Novel

Write a graphic novel.

The topic:escape from slavery for Bright Morning, Running Bird and Nehana. A graphic novel has mostly pictures that show dramatic events in the story.

Pre-Writing: Break the story down to the main events. Take a quote or sentence from the novel for each of the main events. The first event is when Bright Morning is at the church. Nehana signals one more night. The end of the graphic novel is in the end of Chapter 10, when Nehana says, “We go fast and for our lives.”

Now draw a dramatic picture for each of the main events. Put the quote or sentence from the book into the page. At this point you may need to add any bridging or transition sentences to help the story flow. Don’t add too many though, the story should be mostly key phrases and quotes, letting the pictures tell the rest of the story. Share your graphic novel with your class.









	 
	[image: ]




Chapter 16

Tall Boy Character Analysis







	1.
	Gather your facts: What did the character look like, do, like or dislike? How did he behave and interact with others? What were his strengths and weaknesses at the beginning of the story? Remember to gather good quotes to help you prove your point.


	2.
	Note CHANGES: what changed? How? How did he react?


	3.
	Think Like an Author: What role does Tall Boy play in the story? What does he struggle with? Why did the author write him the way he did? Why did the author have him do and say and experience what he experienced in the story?


	4.
	Make a list of how he compares to other main characters in the story.


	5.
	Write a thesis statement: Tall Boy is ____________ in the novel Sing Down the Moon.


	6.
	Write an essay including an introductory paragraph, body paragraphs, and a conclusion paragraph.
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Chapter 21

Grievance Letter

A grievance letter is a letter that makes a formal complaint. It has 4 parts:







	a)
	Introduces you to the person you are writing.


	b)
	Explains why you have a legitimate complaint.


	c)
	Gives the facts of the situation: What happened? How were you affected? Why does there need to be a change?


	d)
	It finishes with what you want to see done, when you want it done by, and what happens if there is no change.



Write a letter to Abraham Lincoln on behalf of Bright Morning and her people. Write about the loss of their way of life when they were forced off their lands. Be sure to use facts from the novel to include in your grievance letter. Think about what specifically you would like to see done in that time in America’s History.
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Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are written backwards.









	antelope
	cedar
	flock
	Nez Perce



	stalk
	Apache
	corn
	hogan



	pinon
	sycamore
	aspen
	Cottonwood



	jay
	pinto
	Ute
	barrancas



	crevice
	Long Knives
	red-tailed hawks
	yucca



	bean
	eagle
	mesa
	Spaniards



	Zuni
	bear
	elk
	mesquite



	speckled trout
	canyon
	ewes
	Navaho



	squash
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	Comprehension Quiz

	[image: ]



	Answer each question in a complete sentence.











	1.
	Describe 3 aspects of Bright Morning’s future that she wanted. Where did she want to live? With whom? How?
	[image: ]


	 



	 



	2.
	What did owning sheep mean to Bright Morning? What event in the story gives us this insight?
	[image: ]


	 



	 



	 



	3.
	What is the first sign of the central conflict between the Navaho and the U.S. government soldiers?
	[image: ]


	 



	4.
	Why does the author spend so much time describing the plants, animals and land formations in this novel?
	[image: ]


	 



	 



	5.
	Who said: “I would rather die than go back to the village”? Why?
	[image: ]


	 



	 



	6.
	Who is the hero of the story? Give 2 reasons why you have that opinion.
	[image: ]


	 



	 



	7.
	What was Tall Boy’s main character flaw? How did this flaw shape his actions in the story? Give 3 examples.
	[image: ]


	 



	 



	SUBTOTAL:
	/16
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	Comprehension Quiz

	 











	8.
	Why didn’t Rosita try to escape? Why did Rosita like living as a servant in the U.S. town?
	[image: ]


	 



	 



	9.
	What 3 challenges or problems did Bright Morning’s family face while living at Bosque Redondo?
	[image: ]


	 



	 



	 



	10.
	What was the significance of the baby cared for by Bright Morning during the long walk to Bosque Redondo?
	[image: ]


	 



	11.
	What is the peak or climax of the conflict in this story?
	[image: ]


	 



	12.
	What is the event that concludes the struggle or plot conflict in the novel?
	[image: ]


	 



	 



	13.
	What 2 lessons did Bright Morning learn from her first capture and escape, which helped her at Bosque Redondo?
	[image: ]


	 



	 



	 



	14.
	What is the author’s message? Defend your opinion with 2 examples from the story.
	[image: ]


	 



	 



	 



	SUBTOTAL:
	/14














	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



  Vocabulary  



1. barrancas



2. mesa



3. flock

4. grove



5. corral



6. greening



7. aspen



8. pinon


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  D

b) [image: ]  B

c) [image: ]  A



   2.   



a) mais/corn and peaches



b) deer



c) sheep



d) cottonwoods, aspen, pinon, (and peaches)



e) The month of the deer


	
   1.   

She loved to see the change in nature, and she wanted to take the sheep up to the grazing land.

   2.   

Answers will vary.



   3.   

Bright Morning had a mother, a father and an older sister. Her older brother had died from being struck by lightning. Her friends are two girls about her age. White Deer and Running Bird, who like to tease her about her looks and her boyfriend.

   4.   

For women, looking after the sheep was a way of proving your maturity.

   5.   

Her mother got up and took her right back up the mountain. Her mother did not talk to her all night. Her mother did not let her take the sheep to graze all the rest of the summer.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.



  Vocabulary  



1. E



2. G



3. H



4. B



5. I



6. D



7. J



8. A



9. C



10. F


	
   1.   

a) Bright Morning’s mother

b) Running Bird

c) White Deer

d) Bright Morning’s sister

e) Running Bird

f) Bright Morning

g) Bright Morning’s mother

h) Bright Morning

i) Running Bird

j) Bright Morning



  Vocabulary  

1. teased

2. proud

3. protected

4. sheep

5. raid

6. hunter

7. clan

8. obedient

9. marry

10. observant


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Bright Morning’s mother meets her at the gate and gives her lunch and tells her the best place for the sheep to graze.

   2.   

Answers will vary.



   3.   

He gave himself his name after hunting and killing a bear. He is a good hunter, he is also proud.

   4.   

“Last summer they threatened to come back and burn our village.” Running Bird said.”They are back.”

   5.   

The US soldiers were commissioned to keep the peace in the west territories. The Ute, the book says have been the enemies of the Navaho people for years.

   6.   

If the young men were there, the soldiers may not have issued a warning because they would be obviously keeping the peace.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.



  Vocabulary  



1. E



2. H



3. I



4. B



5. G



6. A



7. F



8. C



9. D

	
   1.   

a) 2

b) 4

c) 6

d) 1

e) 5

f) 3

   2.   

a) ...the Spaniards approached smiling and asking for directions.

b) She realized that the Spaniards had two empty horses...

c) ...he was hit in the head and did not get up.

d) The old woman made stew out of dog meat...

e) They wanted to show that they were not going to willingly work for the slavers...

f) She gave her one look that said “Run now while you can”...


	
   1.   

She was dancing because of her pride of owning so many sheep—this is foreshadowing that something bad is going to happen. Throughout the novel, when someone is too proud, they have something bring them down.

   2.   

It was important because her mother would know that they were taken and perhaps someone from the village would come looking for them.

   3.   

Struggle to live her life in her way. Struggle to survive as a people.

   4.   

Bright Morning’s two friends like to tease her and try to get her to talk about Tall Boy. She doesn’t really tease back, she stays quiet to stop the teasing. In the end, both girls stop teasing her.

   5.   

The girls are going to run away when the men are not watching them at night. The men tie them up so they can’t move.

   6.   

Answers will vary.

	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



  Vocabulary  

Sentences will vary.


	
   1.   

a)  T 

b)  F 

c)  F 

d)  T 

e)  F 

f)  T 

g)  G 

i)  O 

j)  F 



   2.   

a) obeying



b) soldier



c) Jesu Cristos



d) Nehana


	
   1.   

She is happy and lonely. Facts will vary.

   2.   

She has white skin, blue eyes and hair the color of corn silk when it is ripe.

   3.   

She thinks she is surly and she walks with pigeon toes and has a broken tooth, so she isn’t as pretty as she would like for serving meals and greeting guests.

   4.   

Answers will vary.

   5.   

Rosita came from a bad situation and the place she’s in now is better for her, but Bright Morning came from a satisfying life and the life of a slave was a worse situation for her.

   6.   

The church is dark, with only a few candles, people are somber and crying, the image of Christ comes in with blood on his forehead, and there are whips with metal tips that people start to hit themselves with when the lights go out.
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   1.   

The back gate was locked, there was glass on the top of the wall. She was always under the watchful eyes of Rosita.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

  Vocabulary  



1. dusk

2. lances

3. scornfully

4. crest

5. leagues

6. ridge

7. neigh

8. A draw

9. ravine


	
   1.   

a) grove

b) bit and bridle

c) stream

d) South

e) two

f) noon

g) Black Dog

h) Tall Boy

i) bow/arrow

j) rifle

k) war cry

l) medicine man



   2.   

a)  F 



b)  T 



c)  F 



d)  T 



e)  T 


	
   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: He could have just wanted the valuable bit and bridle, or he could have wanted to capture the girls and horses.

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include: Nehana didn’t make it last time on her own, maybe she wanted others with her.

   3.   

Answers will vary, but may include: She knew that Nehana had been caught before, she also knew that Nehana could help them.

   4.   

The trackers’ horses are fresh, and they are good riders. They also know the local area. The girls are desperate not to get captured again. They are used to hunting and being quiet and observing.

   5.   

Answers will vary.



   6.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

  Vocabulary  



1. G



2. I



3. A



4. C



5. E



6. F



7. B



8. J



9. H



10. D


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  c

b) [image: ]  D

c) [image: ]  A

d) [image: ]  A

e) [image: ]  D


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: She really cared for him: she helped to nurse him and keep him company, she did not pity him and told him that she believed he could fully recover.

   2.   

She keeps her busy with work, tells her ‘someone’ else can make his meals, and then plans the womanhood ceremony for when he was still weak.

   3.   

On one hand, it appears that women have subservient roles; but in reality, many women had a lot of personal power and say in the running of the clan’s daily affairs.

   4.   

Answers will vary.



   5.   

Answers will vary, but may include: He is still proud, and he doesn’t want her doing things for him out of gratitude or pity.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



  Vocabulary  

1. crevice

2. pinto beans

3. captivity

4. abandoned

5. feat

6. tethered

7. tending

8. broth

9. hatchet

10. clans


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  B

b) [image: ]  B

c) [image: ]  D

d) [image: ]  D

e) [image: ]  A

F) [image: ]  D


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Tall Boy is defiant. He still thinks that he can fight the white men and win back control of their land.

   3.   

He realizes that his role as lead warrior and hunter has been destroyed by his injury and disability.

   4.   

Bright Morning still treats him as a potential husband. She talks with him normally and says that she believes that he will one day be able to throw the spear as well as he used to.

   5.   

Answers will vary, but may include: He is defiant and proud. His identity and self-worth is based on his need to be able to hunt and fight.

   6.   

Almost all the clan names describe a geographic feature of where the clan lives.


	
  Vocabulary  

Across

1. portals

3. buzzards

5. waned

6. hides

7. quarrelsome

8. jeer

12. lame

13. fleecy

14. straggling

15. crone

16. trudged

17. idle

Down

1. prodded

2. league

3. brush

4. carrying board

6. headmen

9. ragged

10. coyote

11. falter

14. slain


	
   1.   

a) Winter



b) Little Rainbow



c) bare, bleeding, answer



d) Bright Morning’s father, starving, freeze, alive



e) buzzards, died



f) cried



g) idleness, Gods, punish


	
   1.   

Kindness, she just recognized the need and helped.

   2.   

Her sister tells her she was not wise, her mother is more fatalistic: what will be will be.

   3.   

Tall Boy is still hanging around Bright Morning, he is helping her, he cares about her AND he is starting to adjust to his disability.

   4.   

Last Spring all was good and green and about new beginnings. This Spring is all about dark and gray and dismal.

   5.   

Over-crowded, on the hard ground by a meandering river (which means it could flood), no good soil for farming, windy and not enough wood for fuel and construction of houses. Not enough wildlife for hunting.

   6.   

The men could not fight, they had lost their spirit. They accepted their fate and said that the gods willed it, and they were being punished. Bright Morning scolds Tall Boy for not wanting to fight or protect his people.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



  Vocabulary  



1. gourd

2. spindly

3. gruel

4. forsaken

5. scold

6. buttress

7. tend

8. waning


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  C

b) [image: ]  C

c) [image: ]  A

d) [image: ]  B

e) [image: ]  A


	
   1.   

She starts to welcome his attention: partly because she wants the use of the horse, partly because Tall Boy has been helpful and genuinely interested in Bright Morning.

   2.   

Answers will vary.



   3.   

Her anger would not help, he would just get mad at her and stubbornly refuse to go.

   4.   

That is the life she wants. She is also realistic to think that they can’t find everyone, and eventually they would start to die if they stayed by the fort.

   5.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



   3.   

Answers will vary.



  Vocabulary  

1. E

2. A

3. F



4. D

5. B

6. G

7. C


	
   1.   

a) horse



b) Navaho



c) six



d) Elk-Running



e) house



f) son



g) sheep



h) ewe



i) cave



j) lamb


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Gourds of flour, blankets, a knife, and sheers.



   2.   

Bright Morning’s Mother wanted the men to fight back.



   3.   

Entering without asking, looking in someone’s eyes, saying someone’s name. If someone breaks a social law they can take offence, or make a judgment about their personality or morals.

   4.   

Answers will vary, but may include: It was closer, and they were running out of food.

   5.   

Answers will vary, but may include: She knows the value of the sheep and she is sure some have survived.
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Word Search Puzzle


[image: ]




	
   1.   

Canyon de Chelly with Tall Boy as her husband; raising her family in the Navaho culture.

   2.   

The sheep represent her responsibility and the traditional role of the Navaho woman. During a storm, she left the sheep in the pasture, and was not allowed to care for the sheep again for a year.

   3.   

The U.S. Army said that they would return and kill everyone in the village if the men were out raiding and not hunting.

   4.   

The Navaho people’s culture is tied to nature: their food, shelter, and spiritual beliefs are all tied to the land around them.

   5.   

Nehana had already escaped once, and would probably be killed if she was captured again.

   6.   

Bright Morning is the hero of the story. She plans for and succeeds in their escape and return to the Navaholands and way of life.

   7.   

Tall Boy was too proud. Answers will vary.


	
   8.   

Her life had not been a good one, so to her the U.S. home was better than what she had in her home village.

   9.   

Not enough food, not enough wood for heat/cooking and shelters. The Apache, Navaho and Ute were enemies.The U.S. Army and the Navaho didn’t understand each other. The spread of diseases.

   10.   

When the baby dies, it highlights why Bright Morning does not want to raise her child at Bosque Redondo.

   11.   

The climax or peak of the conflict is when Tall Boy escapes from prison.

   12.   

The conclusion of the conflict is when Bright Morning returns to her homeland and finds her sheep. This is the sign that she will live as a traditional Navaho wife and mother.

   13.   

She learned that she needs a plan to escape and then take the chance and get away when you can.

   14.   

Answers will vary.
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