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Assessment Rubric
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Wonder









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a basic understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a good understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	
Content

• information and details relevant to focus


	Elements incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements complete; details missing

	All required elements completed; key details contain some description

	All required elements completed; enough description for clarity




	Style

• effective word choice and originality

• precise language


	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language




	Conventions

• spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our literature kit is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. Our guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities that match the student’s abilities.

Our literature kit divides the novel by chapters and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include kindness, friendship, family, identity, isolation, adversity, morality, bravery, and adolescence. Wonder provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion because of its vivid portrayal of the central character, August, and the characters who surround him, as he enters middle school in pursuit of his adolescent identity.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher



	[image: ]
	 
	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns—just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of Wonder. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, small group activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	STORYBOARD ANALYSIS
This activity should be done at the end and done alone or in small groups. The teacher should lead a class talk. This activity is good for different learning styles. Students will be able to stretch their thinking. The teacher could add more storyboard boxes with new story elements, such as rising action, antagonist, or falling action.
Found on Page 53.












	CHANGING POINTS OF VIEW
The story is told from different points of view. The book is divided into parts for different characters. In this activity, students will look at events from different points of view. This activity can be done more than once. Students could also rewrite a section of a chapter from another character’s point of view.
Found on Page 54.
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	CHARACTER VALUES
The story’s characters are given the choice between being right and being kind. Most choose kind. Mr. Browne talks about the importance of kindness. This activity will help students understand the drive and personality behind characters. This activity can be done in small groups or partners. Afterwards, have a class talk about why characters were driven to act in certain ways.
Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

Wonder is a story by R.J. Palacio of ten-year-old August (Auggie) Pullman. The story is told through the eyes of many characters. These include Auggie, his friends, and his sister. Auggie was born with a different face than other kids. He had to spend a lot of time in the hospital. Until now, he has not been able to go to school. At the beginning of the story, Auggie is going into the fifth grade. Through his first year of middle school, Auggie looks for a new identity. Auggie fights off many problems caused by the way he looks. Some people do not accept him as a normal kid. They are not nice to him. A lot of bad things happen to Auggie. He also gains good friendships with students and teachers at school. They show the rest of the school what a great person he is. Soon the whole school accepts Auggie as an ordinary and, in some ways, extraordinary kid.

Suggestions for Further Reading
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	OTHER BOOKS BY R.J. PALACIO
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	Rollercoasters © 2013



	The Julian Chapter © 2014



	365 Days of Wonder © 2014



	Pluto © 2015



	Shingaling © 2015



	Auggie & Me: Three Wonder Stories © 2015












	 
	OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
	 



	Rodman Philbrick, Freak the Mighty © 1993



	Jerry Spinelli, Stargirl © 2000



	Laura Resau, What the Moon Saw © 2006



	Sharon M. Draper, Out of My Mind © 2010



	Kathryn Erskine, Mockingbird © 2010



	Gary D. Schmidt, Okay for Now © 2011



	Katherine Applegate, The One and Only Ivan © 2012
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List of Vocabulary


CHAPTERS 1 TO 12

• ordinary • stared • extraordinary • petrified • surgeries • homeschool • illustrator • anomaly • cleft palate • hysterical • fainted • slaughter • admissions • unnecessarily • hindsight • guilty • white lie • groggily • elective • accusing • imitating • exaggerating • incubator • auditorium • sarcastically • obnoxious



CHAPTERS 13 TO 31

• forewarned • pursuing • hesitate • unpleasant • apprentice • deformed • shriveled • precept • motivate • attendance • alignment • prehistoric • adjusting • notion • contagious • unsuspecting • coincidence • hysterically • monument • mortality • phobia • aversion


CHAPTERS 32 TO 47

• cosmos • nauseous • accommodate • verge • disproportionately • splay • implanted • jagged • defect • prevent • gene • catastrophe • gauge • oddity • dynamics • pettiness • instinctively • meticulously • perspective • acknowledged • ajar • indifferently • decisively • exasperated • pored • sepia • genetic • mandibulofacial dysostosis • recessive • mutation • chromosome • hemifacial microsomia • multifactorial • inheritance • probability • dominant • diverse • procedure



CHAPTERS 48 TO 53

• zombie • plague • sanitizer • merged • hovering • absent • vibe • artifact • assembly • afterlife • accusingly • attitude • register • biracial • divorced • syndrome • morphed • brag • wonder • exhibit • giddy • archaeologist • pharaoh • effect


CHAPTERS 54 TO 62

• flattering • shepherd • glaring • phony • scolded • sympathetic • occasion • fortune • bold • hobo • kinetic • potential



CHAPTERS 63 TO 73

• smirking • impatiently • expulsion • bawl • inkling • confrontation • justifies • warranted • retrospect • burdens • impressionable • inclusion • stringent • protocol • prejudicial • exceptional • transition • empathy • incident • undue • resolute • fringe • neutral • hypocrite • Epsom salt • organic


CHAPTERS 74 TO 81

• plastic surgery • zydeco • craniofacial • abnormality • immaculate • geneticist • Appalachian • interjects • overprotective • neglectful • self-involved • grapevine • gorillas • unison • monologues • folksy • varsity • spitefully • entitled • periodic table • theorems • fragile • blindly • gravelly



CHAPTERS 82 TO 92

• unsuspecting • observation • majority • pathetic • impression • exaggerating • bionic • jutting • taciturn • whimpering • mass • trembly • groggily • ashamed • adjusting • rickety • ovation • blurring • familiar


CHAPTERS 93 TO 98

• unstable • distant • remote • bungalow • regret • entitled • earned • fiction • prude • occasional • mocking • skimming • Xerox • unsympathetic • pathetic • remotely • outrageous • restrain • unacceptable • muttering • mayhem • euphoric • insist • absolutely



CHAPTERS 99 TO 123

• prepping • detached • panicked • retreat • duffel • obsession • compartment • incantation • ditched • reserve • spritzed • rappelled • concession • gossip • venture • courteous • cursing • hysterical • revenge • reimburse • souvenir • perched • devouring • seismic • mangled • juvie • assume • polyphonic • attribution • revelation • passionately • ignition • faculty • commencement • quantifiable • impart • verbosity • exemplary • abolitionist • ruminating
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R.J. Palacio
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R.J. Palacio is the pen name of Raquel Jaramillo. She lives in New York City with her husband, two sons, and two dogs. They live in the Park Slope neighborhood of Brooklyn. They spend part of their summer in Montauk.

Palacio has more than twenty years of experience in book publishing. She has had an interest in children’s literature for many years, and began working on Wonder in 2007.

Wonder is her first novel. She has since published some spin-offs of the story, including 365 Days of Wonder. Palacio is a Star Wars fan like August (Auggie) Pullman, the main character of the novel. She is currently working on a line of Star Wars-themed workbooks for reading, writing and math at different grade levels.

The idea for Wonder came from a real-life event with her own kids. They were at an ice cream shop and sat next to a little girl with a facial deformity. Her three-year-old son started to cry. Palacio left the store with her kids. Afterwards, she regretted her decision. She missed an important learning moment for her kids about choosing to be kind and accepting differences. Palacio started writing the book that night.

The main ideas behind the story are kindness and acceptance. Since publishing Wonder, Palacio has been speaking all over the United States, to promote the importance of kindness.
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•   “Choose Kind” is a real life movement inspired by the book.

•   The title of the book is inspired by Natalie Merchant’s song “Wonder”.

•   Palacio was an artist before she was a writer.
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Chapters One to Twelve

(Part One: August — from “Ordinary” to “Home”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Wonder is a story about a 10-year-old boy going to school for the first time. What are some reasons going to a new school is hard?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	The main character of the story meets different kinds of people when he goes to school. How would you make a new student feel welcome at your school?
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word. Be careful — a couple are a bit tricky!













	ordinary
	anomaly
	hindsight
	elective



	stared
	cleft palate
	white lie
	homeschool














	 

	 
	1.
	When kids go to middle school, there are finally optional courses to choose from.



	 

	 
	2.
	Auggie’s facial difference made some people see him as an oddball.



	 

	 
	3.
	Looking back, the students at Beecher Prep realized they should have been nicer.



	 

	 
	4.
	Most people that met Auggie did not see him as normal, but he was like all the other kids.



	 

	 
	5.
	It felt like the whole school looked at him when he walked through the hall.



	 

	 
	6.
	Some children are born with a split in the roof of their mouth.



	 

	 
	7.
	People sometimes tell a harmless lie to spare someone’s feelings.



	 

	 
	8.
	Sometimes parents decide to teach their kids at home.
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Chapters One to Twelve

(Part One: August — from “Ordinary” to “Home”)









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	With whom did Auggie spend hours playing with Star Wars action figures?
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	A
	His Parents



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Christopher
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	C
	Via



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Zachary and Alex



	 
	b)
	Why is Auggie worried about going to school?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	He will not have friends.
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	B
	He does not like learning.
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	C
	The schoolwork will be too hard.
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	D
	None of the kids will look like him.



	 
	c)
	Why does Auggie visit Beecher Prep before school starts?
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	A
	To meet some of his classmates.
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	B
	A school tour.
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	C
	To meet his principal.
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	D
	All of the above.



	 
	d)
	Why does Auggie say that music is not his favorite subject?
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	A
	He does not like music.
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	B
	He already plays an instrument and has nothing to learn.
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	C
	His ears do not look like normal ears.
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	D
	He cannot hear.



	 
	e)
	What kind of animal is Daisy?
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	A
	A cat.
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	B
	A dog.
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	C
	A bird.
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	D
	A hamster.
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Chapters One to Twelve

(Part One: August — from “Ordinary” to “Home”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What does Via do when people do something rude to Auggie?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why did Auggie’s parents decide it was better if he didn’t go to school?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What did Auggie’s mom do before she started homeschooling him?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What did the nurse whisper in Auggie’s mom’s ear when the doctor told her that Auggie probably wouldn’t live through the night? What do you think she meant by this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What is Auggie’s first reaction when his parents suggest that he starts going to school?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	After his tour of the school with Charlotte, Jack and Julian, does Auggie change his mind about going to school?
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	Charlotte, Jack, and Julian lead Auggie on the tour of Beecher Prep. Imagine your principal asked you to give a school tour to a new student who had never attended school. Would your tour look the same as Auggie’s? What are some of the questions you would ask them? What are some of the places you would show them? At the end of the tour, would the student feel more comfortable about starting school?
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Chapters Thirteen to Thirty-One

(Part One: August — from “First-Day Jitters” to “Names”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	When the chapter Home ends, Auggie has just returned from his tour of the school. He has decided that he wants to go to school. What do you predict will happen on Auggie’s first day of school?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Do you think Auggie and Jack will end up becoming friends? Why?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.













	 1 
	aversion
	 
	To bring to a better position.
	 A 



	 2 
	mortality
	 
	Able to spread from person to person.
	 B 



	 3 
	adjusting
	 
	A strong fear of something or someone.
	 C 



	 4 
	precept
	 
	To give advance warning.
	 D 



	 5 
	forewarned
	 
	Very old.
	 E 



	 6 
	phobia
	 
	A strong dislike.
	 F 



	 7 
	contagious
	 
	Built for an important event.
	 G 



	 8 
	prehistoric
	 
	A basic rule that guides action or thought.
	 H 



	 9 
	alignment
	 
	The quality of being destined to die.
	 I 



	 10 
	monument
	 
	Act of adjusting into a straight line.
	 J 
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Chapters Thirteen to Thirty-One

(Part One: August — from “First-Day Jitters” to “Names”)











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Growing up, Auggie had spent a lot of time on the same block as Beecher Prep.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Charlotte is the first student to talk to Auggie on the first day of school.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Mr. Browne says precepts are rules about really important things.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Auggie cuts his Padawan braid off because Julian made a comment about it in class.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Auggie goes as Boba Fett for Halloween.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Jack Will sticks up for Auggie to Julian on Halloween.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these Chapters.












	 
	 

	 a)
	Auggie has a birthday party with his friends and family.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Summer sits with Auggie at lunch on the first day of school.



	 
	 

	 c)
	Auggie goes home from school on Halloween because he is sick.



	 
	 

	 d)
	Mr. Browne announces his precept for October: Your deeds are your monuments.



	 
	 

	 e)
	Tristan avoids touching Auggie’s hand during Science class.



	 
	 

	 f)
	Julian tells Jack to ditch Auggie.
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Chapters Thirteen to Thirty-One

(Part One: August — from “First-Day Jitters” to “Names”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Describe Auggie’s experience in the cafeteria on the first day of school.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Auggie’s mom says that Summer is very pretty. Auggie says, “We’re kind of like Beauty and the Beast.” What does Auggie mean by that?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	After the first day of school, Auggie cuts off his Padawan braid. He tells Via that he doesn’t know why he cut it. What is the real reason?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What is one of the hardest things for Auggie at the beginning of the school year?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Explain the meaning of Mr. Browne’s October precept: Your deeds are your monuments.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Julian asks Jack Will why he hangs out with Auggie so much. What reason does Jack give?
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	Via warns Auggie that lunch in middle school can be hard. On the first day of school, Auggie ends up sitting at a table alone. Then, Summer asks to sit with him. Imagine you’re Summer, sitting at a table with people who are whispering about Auggie. What was she thinking at that moment? Why would she choose to sit with Auggie instead of her friends?
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Chapters Thirty-Two to Forty-Seven

(Part Two: Via — from “A Tour of the Galaxy” to “Time to Think”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Part Two of the novel is called Via and is told from Via’s point of view. What are two predictions about what Via will say about her brother Auggie?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What could be hard about having a brother like Auggie?
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.













	oddity
	verge
	perspective
	sepia



	mandibulofacial dysostosis
	gene
	chromosome
	probability












	1.
	__________ is a facial difference.



	2.
	A __________ is like a car that carries information that makes us who we are.



	3.
	__________ passed on from our parents can cause defects.



	4.
	It is a very low __________ that Auggie was born with so many deformities.



	5.
	Someone is called an ___________ when they have something uncommon about them.



	6.
	Susan was on the __________ of crying.



	7.
	The pictures in the album were in __________ color.



	8.
	The boy tried to see things from a different ___________.
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Chapters Thirty-Two to Forty-Seven

(Part Two: Via — from “A Tour of the Galaxy” to “Time to Think”)








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the Chapters.



	 
	a)
	If I wanted Mom and Dad to watch me play soccer, I knew that nine out of ten times they’d miss it because they were busy shuttling August to speech __________.



	 
	b)
	Apparently, she had checked herself into the hospital because she’d been feeling __________.



	 
	c)
	They bulge outward because his eye cavities are too shallow to ___________ them.



	 
	d)
	Does August see himself as he might have looked without that single gene that caused the __________ of his face?



	 
	e)
	This was a kid who’s gotten more shots, taken more medicines, put up with more ___________ by the age of ten than most people would have to put up with in ten lifetimes. 











	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.














	genetic
	pored
	cosmos
	jagged
	defect













	 
	a)
	Via __________ over old photographs of her family. She didn’t find anyone that looked like August.



	 
	b)
	There was a __________ gash running from the middle of his upper lip to his nose.



	 
	c)
	Via says that she’ll always be the sister of a kid with a birth __________.



	 
	d)
	It seemed like the __________ was punishing Via. She didn’t know why.



	 
	e)
	Auggie looks the way he does because of his __________ makeup.
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Chapters Thirty-Two to Forty-Seven

(Part Two: Via — from “A Tour of the Galaxy” to “Time to Think”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What was Via’s first reaction to seeing Auggie when he was born?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What secret does Via’s Grans share with her on her last day in Montauk?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why does Via think everyone spends too much time trying to make Auggie think he is normal?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Why is high school not what Via expected it to be?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What are two things that Auggie and Via’s parents learn in their genetic counseling?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Why is Halloween a sad time for Via?
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	Auggie overhears Jack and Julian talking about him at school on Halloween. Via gives Auggie advice about what to do. What advice would you give a friend or sibling in a similar situation? How would it be different from the advice that Via gives? How would it be the same?
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Chapters Forty-Eight to Fifty-Three

(Part Three: Summer — from “Weird Kids” to “The Egyptian Tomb”)








	
[image: ]

afterlife

archaeologist

artifact

attitude

biracial

brag

effect

giddy

morphed

plague

register

sanitizer

syndrome

wonder

zombie
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	Across
	Down



	
9. After you die.

10. A thing that causes trouble or a disease that spreads quickly and kills many people.

12. When kids get too excited.

13. Something made by humans that is seen as important.

14. Certain kids do things for dramatic____________.

15. Auggie has more than one of these health conditions.


	
1. Auggie is a ____________ because he is a great person.

2. Something to clean with.

3. Someone who digs up artifacts.

4. Some people at Beecher Prep had a bad ____________ toward Auggie.

5. A kid who’s parents are two different races.

6. Someone who’s come back from the dead.

7. To change into something else.

8. To show off.

11. Like saying that something didn’t “make an impression” in a person’s mind.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Forty-Eight to Fifty-Three

(Part Three: Summer — from “Weird Kids” to “The Egyptian Tomb”)







	1.
	Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct word from these Chapters.




I had [image: ] Mom about August’s face. I had [image: ] what he looked like. I did this because I know she’s not always so good at [image: ] her feelings, and August was coming over for the first time today. I even sent her a text at work to [image: ] her about it. But I could tell from the [image: ] on her face when she came home after work that I hadn’t prepared her enough. She was [image: ] when she came through the door and saw his face for the first time.

August and I took our [image: ] around together. We stopped at each [image: ], explaining what it was, talking in whispers, answering [image: ]. Since it was dark, we used our flashlights to [image: ] the [image: ] while we were talking. Sometimes, for dramatic [image: ], we would hold the flashlights under our chins while we were explaining something in [image: ]. It was so much fun, hearing all these [image: ] in the dark, seeing all the lights [image: ] around the dark room.









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Forty-Eight to Fifty-Three

(Part Three: Summer — from “Weird Kids” to “The Egyptian Tomb”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Ximena Chin asks Summer why she hangs out with Auggie “the freak” so much. What is Summer’s response? What does this tell you about Summer?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why does Summer sit with Auggie on the first day of school? How does this change?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What is the Plague, according to Beecher Prep students?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	When Summer goes to Savanna’s party, Savanna tells her she could be more popular. What reason does Savanna give?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Is Summer one of the students that Mr.Tushman asked to be friends with August at the beginning of the school year?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Jack asks Summer why Auggie is mad at him. What does Summer tell him? What does his asking tell you about Jack?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	You told Auggie that you wouldn’t tell about what happened at school on Halloween. What would you say if Jack asked why Auggie was mad?













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Fifty-Four to Sixty-Two

(Part Four: Jack — from “The Call” to “In Science”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	If Mr. Tushman asked you to be a friend to August when the new school year started, how would you respond?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	This Section of the novel is from Jack’s point of view. What do you think you’ll learn about Jack in this Section?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. Use a dictionary to help you.













	1.
	Sometimes people try too hard to be popular and is a fake.



	 
	a) misfit
	b) phony
	c) goof
	d) failure



	2.
	Success favors the bold.



	 
	a) fortune
	b) destiny
	c) nobody
	d) poverty



	3.
	Some people are not understanding to others.



	 
	a) likable
	b) welcoming
	c) sympathetic
	d) unfriendly



	4.
	Brave people end up doing interesting and important things in life.



	 
	a) gentle
	b) scared
	c) humble
	d) bold



	5.
	Someone who lives on the street can be called a homeless person.



	 
	a) hobo
	b) adult
	c) orphan
	d) grandparent



	6.
	Having a clear view limits the chance for accidents.



	 
	a) incredible
	b) potential
	c) certain
	d) unlikely














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Fifty-Four to Sixty-Two

(Part Four: Jack — from “The Call” to “In Science”)









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	What month did Jack get a call from Mr. Tushman about being a welcome buddy for Auggie?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	June



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	July



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	August



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	September



	 
	b)
	Where does Jack first remember seeing Auggie?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Beecher Prep



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Carvel on Amesfort Avenue



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Central Park



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Montauk



	 
	c)
	When does the first snow of winter come to New York City?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Thanksgiving break.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Christmas break.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Halloween.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	There was no snow.



	 
	d)
	What does Jack name the sled that he fixes up to ride on Skeleton Hill?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Thunder



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Lightening



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Bolt



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Swift



	 
	e)
	Which month was Mr. Browne’s precept “Fortune favors the bold”?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	September



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	October



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	November



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	December












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Fifty-Four to Sixty-Two

(Part Four: Jack — from “The Call” to “In Science”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Does Jack’s mom want him to be a welcome buddy for Auggie? Why?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What changes Jack’s mind about being a welcome buddy for Auggie?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	In the Chapter Four Things, what is the fourth thing Jack says about Auggie?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What does Jack write in response to Mr. Browne’s December precept: Fortune favors the bold? What does he want to write instead?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What do Jack’s parents do for a living?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	How does Jack realize that Auggie was the kid in the Bleeding Scream costume?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Mr. Brown’s precept is: Fortune favors the bold. Write your own response. Write a paragraph about a time in your life when you did something very brave. Because of it, how did something good happen to you?













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Sixty-Three to Seventy-Three

(Part Four: Jack — from “Partners” to “The Boyfriend”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Jack and Auggie are still ex-friends, but Jack doesn’t know why Auggie is mad at him. How should Jack deal with this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Think of a time when you were partnered with a classmate that you did not get along with. What did you do to get through it in a positive way?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.














	expulsion
	justifies
	impressionable
	exceptional
	inkling



	retrospect
	incident
	neutral
	hypocrite
	Epsom salt












	1.
	Young people have ______________ minds.



	2.
	Only Auggie knew about the ______________ on Halloween.



	3.
	When people fight at school, not everyone stays ______________.



	4.
	When a student breaks a serious rule at school, they can face ______________.



	5.
	Nothing ______________ hurting someone else.



	6.
	Jack is an ______________ student. So Mr.Tushman chose him to be Auggie’s friend.



	7.
	Sometimes teachers have an ______________ about what’s going on.



	8.
	Jack is a ______________ because he pretended to be Auggie’s friend but didn’t sit with him at lunch.



	9.
	People sometimes put ______________ in their bath.



	10.
	In ______________, Jack knew it was mean to talk to Julian about Auggie.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Sixty-Three to Seventy-Three

(Part Four: Jack — from “Partners” to “The Boyfriend”)











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Jack knocked Julian’s tooth out.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	The name of the school nurse at Beecher Prep is Nurse Heidi.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Mr. Tushman asks Jack to write a letter to August over the winter break.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Jack punches Julian before the Winter Break.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	August’s card read “Merry Christmas to the Will Family”.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	In her email to Mr. Tushman, Julian’s mom agrees with Jack’s two-day suspension.











	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these Chapters.












	 
	 

	 a)
	Jack goes to Auggie’s house.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Jack and Auggie meet Justin, Via’s boyfriend.



	 
	 

	 c)
	Jack punches Julian.



	 
	 

	 d)
	Ms. Rubin puts Jack and Auggie as partners for the Science Fair.



	 
	 

	 e)
	Jack texts Auggie.



	 
	 

	 f)
	Charlotte gives Jack the inside scoop after Winter Break.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Sixty-Three to Seventy-Three

(Part Four: Jack — from “Partners” to “The Boyfriend”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why does Jack punch Julian in the mouth?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What does Mr. Tushman write in his letter to Jack over Christmas break?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What table does Jack first sit at after Winter Break? What happens?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	According to Charlotte, why does Julian’s mom think Auggie shouldn’t be at their school?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why didn’t Jack sit with August at lunch on the first day of school?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	According to Summer, who is on Jack’s side?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Auggie forgives Jack for hurting his feelings on Halloween. Tell of a time when you have forgiven someone. Then, tell of a time when you have been forgiven for something.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seventy-Four to Eighty-One

(Part Five: Justin — from “Olivia’s Brother” to “The Universe”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	In the coming Chapters, we are introduced to Justin, Via’s boyfriend. How do you think he will react to Auggie?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	If you were Via, would you be nervous about introducing Justin to Auggie? Why or why not?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Circle the correct word that matches the meaning of the underlined word.













	1.
	Auggie had plastic surgery to his face.



	 
	a) cosmetic surgery
	b) external surgery
	c) internal surgery
	d) dental surgery



	2.
	Justin talked about zydeco for a bit with Jack and Auggie.



	 
	a) New York Music
	b) Canadian music
	c) Creole music
	d) Western music



	3.
	The boy’s bedroom was very clean and immaculate.



	 
	a) small
	b) stinky
	c) messy
	d) tidy



	4.
	Auggie’s parents were not neglectful to him.



	 
	a) inattentive
	b) dutiful
	c) responsible
	d) respectful



	5.
	People told rumors about Auggie.



	 
	a) fact
	b) gossip
	c) newspaper
	d) teacher



	6.
	Big and mean men are called gorillas.



	 
	a) friends
	b) tough guys
	c) primates
	d) athletes














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seventy-Four to Eighty-One

(Part Five: Justin — from “Olivia’s Brother” to “The Universe”)








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from these Chapters.



	 
	a)
	When they kiss, Via answers Justin ______________.



	 
	b)
	He’s got a low ______________ voice, like a little tough guy.



	 
	c)
	Henry and Miles nod in ______________, when Justin asks them not to mess with Jack.



	 
	d)
	Justin had long ______________ of just him talking.



	 
	e)
	Mr. Davenport lets Justin play the fiddle while he’s onstage, because he thinks it adds an extra- ______________element to the play.











	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.















	fragile
	spitefully
	plucks
	lottery
	blindly
	periodic table













	 
	a)
	Justin ______________ his fiddle onstage and it’s great because it buys him some time when he forgets his lines.



	 
	b)
	“I honestly don’t care if you’re mad,” she says ______________.



	 
	c)
	Justin has to remember lines from the play and the ______________.



	 
	d)
	The universe is a giant ______________: you can get a good or bad ticket.



	 
	e)
	Some people are more ______________ than others.



	 
	f)
	Auggie’s parents love him ______________ and his big sister feels guilty.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Seventy-Four to Eighty-One

(Part Five: Justin — from “Olivia’s Brother” to “The Universe”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	How long did it take for Justin to know that he liked Via?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Is Justin shocked when he meets Auggie for the first time?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Where and when do Justin and Via make plans to meet her parents?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	How did Via and Auggie’s dad get their dog Daisy?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Who gets the female lead for the spring show Our Town?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What does Justin learn from Miranda?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	When Justin gets to know Via’s family, he thinks about how Via and Auggie get along with their mom and dad. He says that his family is not like this at all. He can’t remember the last time anyone said “I love you.” Imagine you are Justin at dinner with Via’s parents for the first time. Write a journal entry describing your feelings.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eighty-Two to Ninety-Two

(Part Six: August — from “North Pole” to “The Ending”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	You will soon read the story from August’s point of view again. How do you think August’s feelings about school have changed?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	August had ups and downs this year at school. What are two strategies you would use to help you through these ups and downs?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure that the meaning of each word is clear in your sentence.




Unsuspecting 

 

Observation 

 

Taciturn 

 

Trembly 

 

Groggily 

 

Majority 

 

Ashamed 

 











	[image: ]
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Chapters Eighty-Two to Ninety-Two

(Part Six: August — from “North Pole” to “The Ending”)







	1.
	Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct word from these Chapters.




Then a few weeks ago, Julian started spreading this [image: ]rumor that Jack had hired some “[image: ] ” to “get” him and Miles and Henry. This lie was so [image: ] that people were actually laughing about him behind his [image: ]. At that point, any boys who had still been on his side now jumped ship and were [image: ] neutral. So by the end of March, only [image: ] and Henry were on Julian’s side—and I think even they were getting [image: ] of the war by then.

I’m pretty sure everyone’s stopped playing the [image: ] game behind my back, too. No one really [image: ] if I bump into them anymore, and people [image: ] my pencils without acting like the pencil has cooties.













	2.
	Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:



	 
	a)
	What month was the “war” at its worst?
	b)
	When did the doctor tell Auggie to get hearing aids?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	January
	[image: ]
	A
	October



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	February
	[image: ]
	B
	November



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	March
	[image: ]
	C
	December



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	April
	[image: ]
	D
	January



	 
	c)
	What does Auggie’s mom forget to bring to the play?
	d)
	Who finds Auggie when he gets lost in the crowd after the play?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Phone
	[image: ]
	A
	Miranda



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Camera
	[image: ]
	B
	Via



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Wallet
	[image: ]
	C
	Jack



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Glasses
	[image: ]
	D
	Justin














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eighty-Two to Ninety-Two

(Part Six: August — from “North Pole” to “The Ending”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	How does Auggie describe being stared at by a huge gym full of parents?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Auggie says that people even joke around with him now sometimes. What joke does he use as an example?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why are Auggie’s ears his least favorite feature?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	How does Auggie describe his ability to hear with the hearing aids?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why do Via and her mom fight about the school play?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Why does Miranda not go on stage on opening night? Who replaces her?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	August says that people joke around with him at the end of the year. Explain why joking with friends is important. Imagine you are August and describe being able to joke with your friends, after being bullied for so long.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Ninety-Three to Ninety-Eight

(Part Seven: Miranda — from “Camp Lies” to “After the Show”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Via and Miranda used to be good friends. When they started high school something changed. What do you think Miranda will say about their friendship?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Miranda got sick right before the school play started. This forced Via to take her place on stage. Do you think Miranda really did get sick? Why or why not?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word that does not belong. Then write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.













	1.
	a) unstable
	b) unsteady
	c) shaky
	d) steady



	 
	 



	2.
	a) near
	b) distant
	c) faraway
	d) remote



	 
	 



	3.
	a) merited
	b) lost
	c) deserved
	d) earned



	 
	 



	4.
	a) basement
	b) apartment
	c) bungalow
	d) condominium



	 
	 



	5.
	a) guilt
	b) regret
	c) remorse
	d) happiness



	 
	 
















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Ninety-Three to Ninety-Eight

(Part Seven: Miranda — from “Camp Lies” to “After the Show”)









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	When did Miranda’s parents split up?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Summer



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Fall



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Winter



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Spring



	 
	b)
	At summer camp, Miranda told lies about herself based on what?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Ella’s family



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Via’s family



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Summer’s family



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Justin’s family



	 
	c)
	What row do Auggie and his parents sit at during the school play?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	First row



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Second row



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Fourth row



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Fifth row



	 
	d)
	What does Miranda call Auggie when she says hello to him at the school play?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Auggie



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Freak



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Major Tom



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	August



	 
	e)
	After the show, where does Miranda get invited?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Dinner



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Movie



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Sleepover



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Dessert












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Ninety-Three to Ninety-Eight

(Part Seven: Miranda — from “Camp Lies” to “After the Show”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What are three of the lies Miranda tells about herself at summer camp?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why doesn’t Miranda call Via when she gets home from summer camp?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What does Miranda’s boyfriend say to her when she tells him she is trying out for the school play? What does this tell you about him?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What is Auggie excited to tell Miranda when she calls?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	When does Miranda feel regret about not doing the school play? Why do you think this is?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Miranda gets invited to have dinner with Via’s family. How does this make her feel?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Miranda doesn’t go on stage so that Via can be the female lead. Imagine you are Miranda and write a journal entry about why you did this for Via. Predict what this will mean for them later on.













	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Ninety-Nine to One-Hundred Twenty-Three

(Part Eight: August — from “The Fifth-Grade Nature Retreat” to “The Walk Home”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	In these last Chapters of the novel, Auggie tells us about the last months of the fifth grade. Make a prediction about how Auggie’s last few months will go. Will he continue at Beecher Prep for sixth grade?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What are two ways that Auggie has grown since the beginning of the school year?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Choose a word from the list that means the same as the underlined word.













	compartment
	retreat
	duffel
	panicked



	concession
	prepping
	seismic
	reserve














	 

	 
	1.
	Many schools organize a trip for their students.



	 

	 
	2.
	There is a lot of preparation needed before going on a trip.



	 

	 
	3.
	It’s normal for kids to get scared when they’re away from home.



	 

	 
	4.
	It’s a good idea to pack stuff you need in a sporting equipment bag.



	 

	 
	5.
	The man put his bag in the top section of the plane.



	 

	 
	6.
	The kids went hiking at the nature sanctuary.



	 

	 
	7.
	The drive-in movie theater has a canteen stand for snacks.



	 

	 
	8.
	The ground rumbled from a huge shift.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Ninety-Nine to One-Hundred Twenty-Three

(Part Eight: August — from “The Fifth-Grade Nature Retreat” to “The Walk Home”)











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Auggie brings his stuffed animal with him.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	They got to the nature retreat around noon.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	The Sound of Music is Auggie’s favorite movie of all time.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Amos hit Eddie to protect Auggie.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Auggie thinks he finally understands what his dad meant by “Like a lamb to the slaughter.”



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	The kids who attacked Auggie at the retreat were in the seventh grade.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these Chapters.












	 
	 

	 a)
	Mr. Tushman gives his middle-school address.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Mr. Tushman calls Auggie into his office to tell him that they found out the names of the seventh graders from the nature retreat.



	 
	 

	 c)
	There is a big shift in the way things are for Auggie.



	 
	 

	 d)
	Mr. Browne shares his last precept with the class.



	 
	 

	 e)
	Auggie gets the Henry Ward Beecher medal of honor.



	 
	 

	 f)
	Auggie is attacked by some kids from another school.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Ninety-Nine to One-Hundred Twenty-Three

(Part Eight: August — from “The Fifth-Grade Nature Retreat” to “The Walk Home”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	How did Jack and Auggie decide which bed they were sleeping in at the nature reserve?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What were the surroundings around the giant movie screen at the nature reserve?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Who is part of what Auggie calls his own “emperor’s guard”?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What does Auggie say are the most horrific days of his life?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What is Auggie called after the attack?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Why does Auggie choose to draw himself as a duck for his Self-Portrait as an Animal?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	There is a list of Mr. Browne’s precepts and the different postcards students mailed him. Read them and write your own postcard for Mr. Browne. Explain what this precept means to you and why it is an important message for others.













	
	[image: ]




Chapters 1 to 31

Self-Portraits

In the novel we learn what makes each character normal and different. For example, in some ways Auggie is a normal fifth grader. There are also many things that make him different. Compare yourself to a friend. How are you the same? How are you different?

Step 1: Create a T-Chart







	Similar
	Different



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 




Brainstorm different characteristics. Write them in the T-Chart.

Step 2: Draw a self-portrait on a sheet of 8.5 × 11 paper.

Step 3: Share your portrait with your class. Explain its meaning.

 







	 
	[image: ]




Chapters 32 to 53

Welcome Guide

Most of the characters are starting middle school or high school. It is a big year for them. Work in pairs to create your very own welcome guide. Think about the things you would want a student to know and do at their new school.

Include the sections:







	• Cover page
	• Finding your way around the school



	• Key Terms
	• Six skills for success



	• Teachers and Staff
	• Six tips from students



	• Course timetable
	• How parents can help




Each section should have its own page. Use headings to organize your ideas.
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Chapters 54 to 73

Write a News Story

You will write a news story about some of the book’s events so far.

Decide what events to write about. Use a mind-map to plan.

Your news story will:

• have a catchy headline

• tell background information

• answer the 5Ws (who, what, when, where, why)

• have quotes from the characters

• have a conclusion

• be about 1 page long
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Chapters 74 to 92

Another Part

The novel is divided into parts. Each part is told from a different character’s point of view. Characters include Auggie, Via, Summer, Jack, Justin, and Miranda.

Imagine you are given the task of writing another part for the novel. Which character’s point of view would you write it from? It must be a character that does not already tell part of the story.

1) Write a paragraph about why you have chosen this character. What does their point of view offer to the story that another character’s cannot?

2) Write the two opening paragraphs to the first chapter of your character’s part.
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Chapters 93 to 98

Back of the Book

By now you have a good idea of the story. You are going to write the blurb that goes on the back or inside cover of the book. The cover is what makes someone pick up a book, but the blurb is what makes them take it home.

Your blurb should be 1 paragraph.

• share the genre and main theme

• create suspense around the main conflict

• introduce the main character

Keep it short and to the point! Don’t write a summary or a book review. Don’t give everything away.

You will also include 3 positive reviews, like you see on the backs or inside covers of books. Other authors or news sources usually write these reviews. You will collect these reviews by interviewing 5 classmates for their review of the novel. Choose the best 3. Remember to include the source for each review.
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Chapters 99 to 123

Mr. Browne’s Precepts

Mr. Browne shares different precepts with his students throughout the course of the novel. At the end of the school year, he invites his students to send him a postcard with their own precept over the summer break. You can review these precepts in the “Appendix” at the back of the book.

In your final journal entry, you came up with your own precept for Mr. Browne. You included an explanation of what this precept means to you and why it is an important message for others.

Imagine you are one of the kids in Mr. Browne’s Class 5B. Adapt your journal entry into an actual postcard to Mr. Browne.

Tom Browne

563 Sebastian Place

Bronx, NY 10053
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Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are written backwards.










	address
	cosmic
	glimmer
	seismic



	assume
	devour
	mangle
	souvenir



	clumsily
	extraordinary
	portrait
	symbolism



	commencement
	fiction
	revelation
	universal



	cooperating
	gaze
	ruminate
	venture
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Comprehension Quiz








	Answer each question in a complete sentence.
	[image: ]



	1.
	Who is the only person in the world who knows how normal Auggie is?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Name TWO of Auggie’s really good childhood friends.
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Where is Auggie when he first learns he might be going to school in the fall?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Name THREE things Auggie notices when he goes into Mr. Tushman’s office.
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why is it difficult for people to tell if Auggie is smiling or not?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Why is Halloween the best day in the world for Auggie?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	7.
	How does Via link her family to the galaxy?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:    /14
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Comprehension Quiz








	8.
	How does Via describe the novel War and Peace?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	9.
	What does Summer think happens after you die?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	10.
	What is the name of the syndrome that Auggie has?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	11.
	What is Mr. Browne’s December precept?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	12.
	What does Jack say about eating lunch by himself after the Winter Break?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	13.
	Why are Via’s parents surprised that she was onstage for the school play?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	14.
	After graduation, Auggie thanks his mom for making him go to school. She also thanks him for something. What is it that she thanks him for?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:    /16












	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. elective

2. anomoly

3. hindsight

4. ordinary

5. stared

6. cleft palate

7. white lie

8. homeschool


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  B   

b)  [image: ]  D   

c)  [image: ]  D   

d)  [image: ]  C   

e)  [image: ]  B   


	
   1.   

She gets really annoyed when people do something rude.

   2.   

Auggie had medical issues that required a lot of visits to the hospital.

   3.   

Auggie’s mom used to be a children’s-book illustrator.

   4.   

The nurse said, “Everyone born of God overcometh the world.” She means that good people who do good things will overcome challenges that life in this world brings them.

   5.   

At first, Auggie does not want to go to school.

   6.   

After his tour of the school, Auggie decides he wants to go to school.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. F

2. I

3. A

4. H

5. D

6. C

7. B

8. E

9. J

10. G


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    T 

c)    T 

d)    T 

e)    F 

f)    F 

   2.   

a) 3

b) 1

c) 6

d) 2

e) 4

f) 5


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Auggie does not know where to sit. He is nervous about all the kids and does not like the way it looks when he eats. Finally, Summer asks to sit with him.

   2.   

Auggie is referring to how different Summer and he look. He is implying that Summer is very pretty, but he is not.

   3.   

Auggie cuts off his Padawan braid because of the nasty comment that Julian made about it in class. Julian’s comment made him self-conscious.

   4.   

One of the hardest things for Auggie is that he was always being stared at. They stared at him because they had not seen anyone who looked like him before.

   5.   

Answers will vary, but may include: The precept means that we should be remembered for the things we do and not for what we say or what we look like.

   6.   

Jack says that Principal Tushman asked him to hang out with Auggie at the beginning of the year, and now Jack is stuck with Auggie because Auggie follows him around.
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16
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. mandibulofacial dysostosis

2. gene

3. chromosomes

4. probability

5. oddity

6. verge

7. sepia

8. perspective


	
   1.   

a) therapy

b) nauseous

c) accommodate

d) catastrophe

e) procedures

   2.   

a) pored

b) jagged

c) defect

d) cosmos

e) genetic


	
   1.   

First, she looked at him for a long time without saying anything at all. Then she said that he didn’t look like the doll she was using for practicing to be a big sister.

   2.   

Grans tells Via that she loved her more than anyone else in the world.

   3.   

They shouldn’t try to make Auggie think he’s normal because now he actually thinks he is normal and the problem is, he’s not.

   4.   

High school is not what she expected because her two best friends Miranda and Ella have changed and do not seem to want to be her friends anymore.

   5.   

Auggie and Via’s parents learn that they are both carriers of a mutant gene. This gene was passed down to Auggie twice, which is why he looks the way that he does.

   6.   

Halloween is a sad time for Via because Grans died the night before Halloween.


	
Vocabulary

Across

9. afterlife

10. plague

12. giddy

13. artifact

14. effect

15. syndrome

Down

1. wonder

2. sanitizer

3. archaeologist

4. attitude

5. biracial

6. zombie

7. morphed

8. brag

11. register


	
   1.   

a) warned

b) described

c) faking

d) remind

e) expression

f) shocked

g) moms

h) exhibit

i) questions

j) illuminate

k) artifacts

l) effect

m) detail

n) whispers

o) zigzagging


	
   1.   

She hangs out with Auggie because he is a nice kid and she says he is not a freak. It shows Summer is kindhearted and doesn’t do what everyone else does.

   2.   

Summer sits with August on the first day of school because she feels sorry for him. This changes as she stops feeling sorry for him and genuinely likes him.

   3.   

The Plague is a “game” where anyone who accidentally touches August has 30 seconds to wash their hands or find hand sanitizer before they catch the Plague.

   4.   

Summer can be more popular if she didn’t hang out with August so much.

   5.   

Mr.Tushman did not talk to Summer about being friends with August. She decided this all on her own.

   6.   

Summer promised not to tell anyone. She feels bad, and whispers to Jack “bleeding scream”. Answers will vary, but may include: Jack does care about August in some way, otherwise he wouldn’t be worried about him being mad.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. b

2. a

3. c

4. d

5. a

6. b


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  C   

b)  [image: ]  B   

c)  [image: ]  A   

d)  [image: ]  B   

e)  [image: ]  D   


	
   1.   

Jack’s mom wants him to be a welcome buddy. She wants her son to be kind and giving and helpful to someone else.

   2.   

He changes his mind because if a nice, little kid like his brother can be mean to Auggie, then a kid like August doesn’t stand a chance in middle school.

   3.   

The fourth thing Jack says about Auggie is that he actually wants to be friends with him.

   4.   

Jack writes about how he used to be afraid of the ocean. Jack wants to write that the bravest thing he did was become friends with August.

   5.   

Jack’s dad is a teacher and his mom is a social worker.

   6.   

Jack realizes that Auggie was in the Bleeding Scream costume in science class when he thinks about the kid from home alone who holds his hands on his cheeks and has his mouth open.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. impressionable

2. incident

3. neutral

4. expulsion

5. justifies

6. exceptional

7. inkling

8. hypocrite

9. Epsom salt

10. retrospect


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    F 

c)    F 

d)    T 

e)    F 

f)    T 

   2.   

a) 5

b) 6

c) 2

d) 1

e) 3

f) 4


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Jack punches Julian in the mouth because Julian calls Auggie a freak and says he doesn’t have to be friends with him.

   2.   

Mr. Tushman writes that nothing justifies striking another student, but that good friends are sometimes worth defending.

   3.   

Jack first sits at his usual table with Luca and Isaiah. After their table is called to get food, Luca and Isaiah go sit at another table.

   4.   

Julian’s mom is pushing the school to review Auggie’s application because Beecher Prep is not an “inclusion school”.

   5.   

Jack didn’t sit with August at lunch on the first day of school because he was wanting a “little normal time to chill with other kids.”

   6.   

August, Reid, Max G, and Max W are on Jack’s side.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. a

2. c

3. d

4. a

5. b

6. b


	
   1.   

a) shyly

b) gravelly

c) unison

d) monologues

e) folksy

   2.   

a) plucks

b) spitefully

c) periodic table

d) lottery

e) fragile

f) blindly


	
   1.   

Justin knew he liked Via from the moment he saw her.

   2.   

Justin is shocked the first time he meets Auggie.

   3.   

They make plans to meet her parents at a Mexican restaurant on Amesfort Avenue near her house on Saturday night.

   4.   

He bought Daisy from a homeless man coming home from the subway one day. He took her to the vet then straight home.

   5.   

Miranda gets the female lead for the spring show.

   6.   

Justin learns that Miranda used to be good friends with Olivia, and that she got Auggie the astronaut helmet.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Sentences will vary.


	
   1.   

a) ridiculous

b) hit man

c) pathetic

d) back

e) clearly

f) Miles

g) tired

h) Plague

i) cringes

j) borrow

   2.   

a)  [image: ]  B

b)  [image: ]  A

c)  [image: ]  D

d)  [image: ]  A


	
   1.   

Auggie describes it like a storm. He says “everyone’s eyes hit you like a wall of water” or “the drizzle becomes like this total hurricane”.

   2.   

He uses the joke about the Uglydolls as an example. He says “Did you know the guy who created the Uglydolls based them on me?”

   3.   

Auggie doesn’t like his ears because they’re like tiny closed fists on the sides of the face. They’re too low on his head. They look like squashed pieces of pizza dough sticking out of the top of his neck.

   4.   

When the hearing aids are turned on, the ocean sounds are gone and he says that everything sounds lighter.

   5.   

Via and her mom fight about the school play because she didn’t tell her about it. She eventually tells her mom the reason, which results in more fighting.

   6.   

Miranda doesn’t perform because she gets sick right before the play is supposed to start. Via takes her place as her understudy.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Reasons will vary.

1. d

2. a

3. b

4. a

5. d


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  A

b)  [image: ]  B

c)  [image: ]  D

d)  [image: ]  C

e)  [image: ]  A


	
   1.   

My parents are in Europe; I live in a huge townhouse on the nicest street in North River Heights; I have a dog named Daisy; I have a little brother who is deformed.

   2.   

She isn’t sure why she doesn’t call Via, but she thinks it’s because she didn’t feel like talking about stuff with her. Via would have asked her about her parents and camp.

   3.   

He says, “Careful you don’t turn into a drama geek.” He is concerned with appearances and labels.

   4.   

He is excited to tell her that he is going to a regular school now.

   5.   

Miranda feels regret when everyone goes out for their curtain calls at the end of the play. She would have liked to receive praise for her performance.

   6.   

Miranda feels absolutely happy for the first time in a very, very long time.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. retreat

2. prepping

3. panicked

4. duffel

5. compartment

6. reserve

7. concession

8. seismic


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    T 

c)    F 

d)    T 

e)    T 

f)    T 

   2.   

a) 5

b) 3

c) 2

d) 4

e) 6

f) 1


	
[image: ]

   1.   

They played rock, paper, scissors for the top bunk. Auggie won the top bunk.

   2.   

The movie screen was in the middle of the field. Behind the screen there were cornstalks. The rest of the field was completely surrounded by woods.

   3.   

The emperor’s guard is Amos, Jack, Miles, and Henry.

   4.   

The two most horrific days of his life are the day Daisy died and the night he was attacked by the seventh graders.

   5.   

Everyone starts calling him “little dude”.

   6.   

Auggie represents himself as a duck because he thinks he looks like a duck.
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Word Search Answers
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   1.   

Auggie is the only one.

   2.   

Christopher, Zachary, or Alex.

   3.   

Auggie is at Christopher’s house.

   4.   

Auggie notices a globe, a Rubik’s cube, drawings, and paintings.

   5.   

It is difficult to tell if he is smiling because his mouth doesn’t go up at the corners. It goes straight across his face.

   6.   

It is the best holiday because he gets to dress up in a costume and wear a mask. Nobody knows him or thinks he looks weird.

   7.   

Auggie is the Sun. Via, Mom, and Dad are planets orbiting the Sun. The rest of the family and friends are asteroids and comets floating around the planets orbiting the Sun.


	
   8.   

War and Peace is really just a soap opera with lots of characters, people falling in love, fighting for love, dying for love.

   9.   

When people die their souls go to heaven for a little while, but then they start thinking about their lives on earth. Then, they are born again as brand-new babies so that they get another chance.

   10.   

Auggie has mandibulofacial dysostosis.

   11.   

Fortune favors the bold.

   12.   

Jack says it felt really awful. It felt like everyone was watching him. It also made him feel like he had no friends.

   13.   

They’re surprised because she was the understudy. Miranda was supposed to be the female lead, but she felt sick.

   14.   

She thanks him for everything he has given them: for coming into their lives, for being him.
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