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Freak the Mighty









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a basic understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a good understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	
Content

• information and details relevant to focus


	Elements incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements complete; details missing

	All required elements completed; key details contain some description

	All required elements completed; enough description for clarity




	Style

• effective word choice and originality

• precise language


	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language




	Conventions

• spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our literature kit is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. Our guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities that match the student’s abilities.

Our literature kit divides the novel by chapters and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include friendship, overcoming adversity, the meaning of family, coping with difficult life events, and accepting diversity. Freak the Mighty provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion because of the unique and wonderful friendship between two unlikely boys, both looking to find their place in the world.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns—just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of Freak the Mighty. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, small group activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.







	[image: ]

	THE BRAIN AND BODY OF FREAK THE MIGHTY
From how they look on the outside, it is a surprise that Freak and Max are friends. However, the two boys become inseparable and have an unforgettable friendship. Students will make a graphic that shows how the boys are the same and how they are different. Freak will be filled out on the head and Max on the body. Anything that the boys have in common will be written in the heart.
Found on Page 53.












	FORESHADOWING: CRYSTAL BALL
Foreshadowing is when the text hints at what could be coming next. Chapter titles often give clues about what might happen. Have students find an example of foreshadowing from the novel. They will draw what happens in the crystal ball graphic.
Found on Page 54.
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	CHARACTER ANALYSIS: COAT OF ARMS
Students will make a coat of arms for Freak the Mighty or another character in the book. They will use pictures to represent the character’s personality. A lion could mean courage. A sword could mean bravery. Try to come up with specific symbols to represent the character.
Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

Max is a kid who is best known for not being smart, being angry and being like his dad. He lives with his grandparents and has problems in school. Soon he meets Kevin, who is best known for his brains, his imagination and his medical condition. Max is big and Kevin is small. Everyone around them finds it hard to believe they will have anything in common. The summer they become neighbors, they enter a world of quests, knights and adventure. Kevin helps Max do things he used to think were impossible. Max gives Kevin the body and strength that he was missing. Their fun soon turns scary when they meet villains in real life. Together they will beat the bad guys of their small town and show everyone that looks can be deceiving. More than once during their friendship the boys will face life and death problems. Everyone thinks that Max and Kevin are missing something important. They don’t know Freak the Mighty.

Suggestions for Further Reading
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	OTHER BOOKS BY RODMAN PHILBRICK
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	The Fire Pony © 1996



	Max the Mighty © 1998



	REM World © 2000



	The Journal of Douglas Allen Deeds © 2001



	The Young Man and the Sea © 2004



	The Mostly True Adventures of Homer P. Figg © 2009



	Zane and the Hurricane © 2014












	 
	OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
	 



	Katherine Paterson, The Great Gilly Hopkins © 1978



	Jerry Spinelli, Maniac Magee © 1990



	E.L. Konigsburg, Silent to the Bone © 2000



	Jerry Spinelli, Loser © 2002



	Frances O’Roark Dowell, Chicken Boy © 2005



	Gary D. Schmidt, The Wednesday Wars © 2007



	R.J. Palacio, Wonder © 2012
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List of Vocabulary


CHAPTERS 1-3

• scuttle • goon • humanoid • scraggly • ornithopter • flitting • periodic • unvanquished • fierce • scowling • mastodons • vacant • earthling



CHAPTERS 4-5

• wheezing • dim • demeanor • sobriquet • postulate • quest • clanky • invincible • limitations • improve • fuming • allowances • ignorance • misinformed • sophisticated • opiate • intruding • hulking • delighted • abide • depleted • maniac • regurgitate
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• hoof • glinting • artifact • steed • fortress • honor • divulged • bionic • ancient • metabolic • cardiac • respiratory • remarkable • decibel • teleportation • optimum • dungarees • lonesome • camouflage • fealty • conceal • devised • retrieval • soggy • fierce


CHAPTERS 11-13
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• incident • biogenic • intervention • obligation • saggy • ruckus • abide • parole • tingle • toxic • admiring • coal • stockings • gizmo • jackknife • invent • pyramid • explosive • rigged • abscissa


CHAPTERS 16-17

• hypnotized • clamps • paralyzed • geezers • poisoned • shushes • peep • rerun • deprived • kin • squinting • furrowed • invisible • sought • shelter • manger • chattering • sass • accomplished • slurpy • blurry • fussing • busted • doily • dysfunctional • sack • stuffy • sorrowful • humanity • appearance • precious • fearsome • cruel • ignorant • ragged • injustice • satisfied
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• overflows • blob • numb • skittery • flicking • temporary • situation • agreeable • thoughtful • impressive • tussles • redeemed • illiterate • convicts • ignorant • precaution • darting • trussed • warrant • functional • transportation • screechy • underfoot • puny • skittering • slant • accommodations • bloated • narrow • foundation
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• twitches • weak • floaty • recall • brainwashed • corduroy • trousers • dreamy • scuttles • sulfuric • acid • corrosive • scrabbling • frantic • insisted • kidnapped • violation • restraining • abduction • minor • attempted • fussing • disobeying • adoption • amused • genetic • aberration • intense • curiosity • lofty • jealous • dynamic • duo • testify • trial • numbest
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Rodman Philbrick

[image: ]

Author Rodman Philbrick first started his career by writing mystery stories for adults. Freak the Mighty was his first book for young adults and was the start of many more books for children and teens. Because Freak the Mighty was so popular, he wrote a sequel. The second book is called Max the Mighty.

Growing up in New England, Philbrick liked to fish. He also had some experience building boats. His novel The Young Man and the Sea captures this time of his life. In 2010, Philbrick won a Newbery Honor for The Mostly True Adventures of Homer P. Figg. He has also written books with his wife, Lynn Harnett.

When Freak the Mighty was made into a movie, Philbrick wrote a script but was turned down for another screenplay author. The movie company also changed the name of the movie to The Mighty. They thought this title would interest more people.

Philbrick always knew he wanted to be a writer and wrote stories as early as sixteen. His advice to people who want to be writers is to listen to their own voice and to remind themselves that getting started is easy!
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•   Rodman Philbrick still writes books for adults.

•   He wrote a sequel to Freak the Mighty called Max the Mighty.

•   He thought about other jobs—like an astronaut—before being a writer.
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Chapters One to Three

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Who do you think the main character(s) might be, based on the title of this story?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How do you feel about judging others based only on how they look?
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.













	fierce
	earthling
	scuttle
	scraggly



	scowling
	vacant
	goon
	flitting












	1.
	An apartment next door has been __________ for the last two months.



	2.
	The __________ lion showed its fangs as it roared at the antelope.



	3.
	It wasn’t long before the police caught the criminal and his __________ who robbed the bank.



	4.
	My teacher was __________ because I did not do my homework.



	5.
	The alien could not help but stare at the ___________ it met.



	6.
	The birds were __________ from one tree branch to another.



	7.
	I watched the crab __________ underneath a large rock at the beach.



	8.
	My mother said my hair was becoming ___________.
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Chapters One to Three









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	Who are the people that take care of the narrator?
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	A
	Nanny and Poppy



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Gram and Grim



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Grime and Graham
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	D
	Mom and Dad



	 
	b)
	Which of these was NOT mentioned as a nickname for the narrator?
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	A
	Max Factor



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Maxi Pad



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Mad Max
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	D
	Max in a Million



	 
	c)
	Who is Fair Gwen compared to?
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	A
	An old lady.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	A person with crutches.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	A movie star.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	An ugly child.



	 
	d)
	What does Max keep referring to his new neighbor as?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Weirdo



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Cripple



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Loser



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Freak



	 
	e)
	What does Max tow Freak in at the end of Chapter 3?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	A wagon.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	A lawn mower.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	A bicycle.
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	D
	On his shoulders.
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Chapters One to Three

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why was the narrator called ‘Kicker’?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why did Max not pick on Freak?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Who does the narrator live with? How does he feel about them?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What was the new neighbor worried about breaking during his move? What does this tell you about him?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What is the ‘down under’?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What was stuck in the tree? How does it come down?
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	Freak is different from anyone else that Max has met. Max watches Freak and his mother move in next door and remembers that he spent time with Freak in daycare. Imagine that you are Freak and write down in your journal what you remember of Max and what you think of him now.
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Chapters Four to Five

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	At the end of Chapter three, Max pulled Freak in the wagon. How do you think Freak felt about that?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	The next Chapter is called “What Frightened the Fair Gwen.” What do you think will scare her?
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.













	 1 
	wheezing
	 
	An adventure to find an item.
	 A 



	 2 
	quest
	 
	Cannot be beat.
	 B 



	 3 
	dim
	 
	To bring back.
	 C 



	 4 
	invincible
	 
	Fancy or advanced.
	 D 



	 5 
	fuming
	 
	Hard and noisy breathing.
	 E 



	 6 
	demeanor
	 
	How a person behaves.
	 F 



	 7 
	regurgitate
	 
	Very mad.
	 G 



	 8 
	delighted
	 
	Very glad.
	 H 



	 9 
	maniac
	 
	Low amount of light.
	 I 



	 10 
	sophisticated
	 
	Someone who is excited or insane.
	 J 
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Chapters Four to Five











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	King Arthur was a strong kid.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Knights used robots.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Freak reads a lot of books.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Kevin is Freak’s first name.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Max had a sleepover at Freak’s house.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Gwen knew Max’s mother.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these Chapters.












	 
	 

	 a)
	Gwen calls Max’s grandmother.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Freak tells the story of King Arthur.



	 
	 

	 c)
	Max learns how Gwen knew his mother.



	 
	 

	 d)
	Freak explains why he calls his mom Fair Gwen.



	 
	 

	 e)
	Gwen picks up Freak at Max’s house and seems scared.



	 
	 

	 f)
	Max eats dinner with Freak and Gwen.
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Chapters Four to Five

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why does Freak think it’s important to read?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How did Fair Gwen get her nickname?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why did Fair Gwen call Max’s house? What does this tell you about her?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Where is Max’s father? Why do you think he’s there?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why did Gwen act differently toward Max at first?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What does Max mean when he says he is an L.D.? How does he describe it?
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	Max’s grandmother refers to Freak as a ‘poor boy’ when she is talking to Max about Freak and Gwen. Why do you think she calls him this? Do you think she is right? Is Freak a ‘poor boy’? In your journal entry, explain how Freak IS a ‘poor boy’, and how he is NOT. Use examples from the text to explain your answers.
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Chapters Six to Eight

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Why do you think Max cried at the end of the last Chapter?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Read the title for the next Chapter. Do you think Freak and Max will stay friends based on this title?
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.













	precious
	perspective
	bugle
	archetype



	stern
	hoodlum
	evasive
	sleek












	1.
	His grandfather looked __________ as he listened.



	2.
	The __________ gave a warning that the enemy was coming.



	3.
	A dragon is an __________ for a fear of nature.



	4.
	My __________ on robots changed after using one.



	5.
	It was a ___________ gem that the burglar stole.



	6.
	The sneaky __________ used a disguise so he wouldn’t be seen.



	7.
	There was a __________ new computer on my desk.



	8.
	She was being ___________ by not telling the truth.
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Chapters Six to Eight








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the Chapters.



	 
	a)
	They call him Blade, he’s at least seventeen and been to __________ court three, four times.



	 
	b)
	He’s kind of __________ up there until he grabs hold of my hair to steady himself.



	 
	c)
	I can hear ___________ before I can see him.



	 
	d)
	The mud is up over my knees, and I’m __________ in place.



	 
	e)
	Like I said, it turns out to be a pretty ___________ summer.











	2.
	Finish each sentence with a word from the list.














	razor
	cretin
	fireworks
	millpond
	confrontation













	 
	a)
	Max lifts Freak on his shoulders so he can see the __________ better.



	 
	b)
	Freak insults the bully by calling him a __________.



	 
	c)
	It is decided Max should avoid a __________ with Blade and his gang.



	 
	d)
	Blade is rumored to have cut someone with a __________.



	 
	e)
	The boys get stuck in the mud after running into the __________.
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Chapters Six to Eight

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why does Gram agree to let Max go to the fireworks?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How does Freak handle the first encounter with Blade and his gang? Explain why he acts this way.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Where does Freak take them to get away from Blade and his gang? Why?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What happens at the millpond?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	How did Max’s grandparents react to the events at the millpond? How does this change how they see Max?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Why did Freak claim that they were “Freak the Mighty”?
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	Max mentions that his summers were usually spent inside and were boring. Once he meets Freak, the summer is different. Freak suggests going on quests, is full of energy, and encourages Max to try new things. Get into pairs. Interview each other on how you usually spend your summer vacation. Then, discuss how you would influence each other. Describe what your summer break would be like spent together in your journal entry.
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Chapters Nine to Ten








	
[image: ]

ancient

artifact

bionic

decibel

divulged

fealty

fortress

glinting

hoof

honor

lonesome

remarkable

respiratory

soggy

steed

teleportation
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	Across
	Down



	
1. The detective ______ the information.

5. The cyborg had a ______ body.

6. The treasure was ______ in the sunlight.

8. The Knights swore ______ to the King.

10. Max thought his new friend Freak was ______.

12. He had a ______ infection in his chest.

13. An ______ scroll was found on the quest.

14. The Knight called his horse a nobel ______.

15. Freak and Max had ______ clothes after being in the millpond.


	
1. We raised the volume by one ______.

2. Explorers searched for the missing ______.

3. Max was ______ without his friend.

4. The horse’s ______ had a sore in it.

7. A noble knight must defend their ______.

9. The scientist was working on a ______ device.

11. The castle was a huge ______.
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Chapters Nine to Ten







	1.
	Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct word from the Chapters.




Freak [image: ] hard at my hair. “True!” he says, with his voice getting high and [image: ]. “I’ve been in there, in the [image: ] unit! I have to go in every few months for tests. They’ve taken my [image: ], analyzed my blood and [image: ] rates. They’ve monitored my [image: ] rhythms and my respiratory functions. I’ve already been X-rayed and CAT-scanned and sonogrammed. They’re fitting me for a [image: ] transplant, I’m going to be the first.”

I can tell he really means it. This isn’t a [image: ] quest, or making houses into [image: ] or swimming pools into [image: ]. This is why we came here, so Freak could show me where he’s been. The place is important to him. I understand this much, even if I still don’t understand about [image: ] or what it means to be a [image: ] robot.

“Will it hurt?” I ask. “Getting your parts replaced?”

Freak doesn’t [image: ] for a while and then he says in his stern, [image: ] voice, “Sure it will hurt. But so what? Pain is just a state of mind. You can think your way out of anything, even pain.”

“I’m pretty [image: ] about the whole deal, and I go, “But why do you want to be the first? Can’t someone else be first? Isn’t it [image: ]?”

“Life is dangerous,” Freak says, and you can tell he’s thought a lot about this. After a while he kicks me with his little feet and says, “[image: ].”
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Chapters Nine to Ten

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	One of the quests leads Freak and Max to the Fortress. Why is it so important?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What does Freak get tested for at the hospital? Why?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	How does Freak describe life at the end of Chapter Nine? Do you agree with him? Why?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What do Max’s grandparents notice about Max? What makes them think this?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What is the quest Freak proposes in Chapter Ten?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What is the item they retrieve from their quest? Explain how they got it.



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Max and Freak discuss bionics in this Chapter, and Freak describes what is happening in the Medical Research building. If you were to receive a bionic body part or robotic ability, what would you choose? Why? Draw a picture of yourself with your new robotic body part.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eleven to Thirteen

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	What do you think Loretta Lee does to ‘cause distress’?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Do you think Freak and Max will be rewarded for finding the purse? How?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. Use a dictionary to help you.













	1.
	After the accident, the car door was completely bashed.



	 
	a) smashed
	b) fixed
	c) scratched
	d) new



	2.
	They both made oaths to keep the secret.



	 
	a) lies
	b) documents
	c) promises
	d) claims



	3.
	I returned my new computer because of a defect.



	 
	a) virus
	b) flaw
	c) bonus
	d) extra



	4.
	She tried to convince him to join the basketball team at school.



	 
	a) persuade
	b) stop
	c) prevent
	d) beg



	5.
	Freak asked the cafeteria lady for more gruel.



	 
	a) mush
	b) potatoes
	c) dessert
	d) fuel



	6.
	The brave knight promised he would slay the dragon.



	 
	a) defeat
	b) kill
	c) befriend
	d) trap














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eleven to Thirteen









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	What was the nickname for the New Tenements?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Millpond



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	New Testaments



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	New Tenants



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Camelot



	 
	b)
	Who lives with Loretta?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Iggy



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Isaac



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Killer Kane



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Billy



	 
	c)
	What is the name of Iggy’s gang?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Puffheads



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Deadheads



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Panheads



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Mad Heads



	 
	d)
	What grade is Max entering in the new school year?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	8



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	7



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	9



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	12



	 
	e)
	What is Freak eating when he can’t breathe in the cafeteria?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	French fries.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	American chop suey.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Italian meatballs.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	American cheese.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eleven to Thirteen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What is the New Tenements neighborhood like? Why do you think Gram doesn’t want Max to go there?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why does Iggy decide to leave Max and Freak alone?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What reason does Freak say his dad left? Do you think this is true?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What will be different for Max this school year?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	How do Max’s classmates treat him compared to Freak?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Why did the principal call Max to the office? What do you think of his reaction?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Max is very nervous and scared when he is called to the principal’s office. Before he arrives, he worries about all of the different reasons why. Write a journal entry from the point of view of Max before or after he goes to the principal’s office.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Fourteen to Fifteen

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	After what happened at lunch, how do you think Freak is doing? Will he be okay?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Based on the title for Chapter 14, what promises do you think Max might make?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.














	biogenic
	intervention
	saggy
	ruckus
	toxic



	pyramid
	obligation
	coal
	rigged
	abide












	1.
	The ____________ couch looked like it was about to break.



	2.
	A ____________ slime came from the large factory.



	3.
	Citizens are expected to ____________ by the laws.



	4.
	The student had an ____________ to turn the homework in on time.



	5.
	My mother came to see what the ____________ was about in the living room.



	6.
	I hope to never receive a lump of ____________ as a gift.



	7.
	It took many years to build a ____________ in Egypt.



	8.
	The ____________ test subject was able to shoot a laser out of his eye.



	9.
	John watches too much television. We need to have an ____________.



	10.
	The game was ____________ so the blue player always won.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Fourteen to Fifteen











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Gwen likes the idea of biogenics for Freak.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Gram wants Grim to get a gun.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Max’s dad may be released from prison.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Max promises to stay in the house.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Freak wrapped Max’s gift in the shape of a pyramid.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Chocolate sauce is one of Gram’s best recipes.











	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these Chapters.












	 
	 

	 a)
	Gwen and Freak have Christmas dinner with Max’s family.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Max hears his grandparents fighting over a gun.



	 
	 

	 c)
	Grim admits he may hide a gun from Gram.



	 
	 

	 d)
	Freak opens the jackknife.



	 
	 

	 e)
	Freak returns home from the hospital.



	 
	 

	 f)
	Max’s dad appears in his bedroom.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Fourteen to Fifteen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What does Max find out about his father’s prison sentence?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What did Grim do at court? Do you think it will help? Why or why not?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why did Max choose a jackknife to give to Freak? What do you think Freak will do with it?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What was special about how Freak wrapped Max’s gift?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What gift did Freak get for Max? How did Max feel about this gift?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Who snuck into Max’s bedroom on Christmas Eve?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Max’s father came into his bedroom on Christmas Eve without warning or permission. As readers, we have an idea of his dad’s personality. Write a journal entry from the perspective of Max’s father. What assumptions do people make about you? What are you intending to do with Max?














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Sixteen to Seventeen

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Why do you think Max’s dad came back for him? What do you think his plans are?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How would you react if you were Max and discovered your dad in your room?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Circle the correct word that matches the meaning of the underlined word.













	1.
	The refugees were deprived in their old country.



	 
	a) rich
	b) hungry
	c) in need
	d) angry



	2.
	I sought the truth to solve the mystery.



	 
	a) asked
	b) searched
	c) discovered
	d) ignored



	3.
	My parents planned to invite all of our kin to the reunion.



	 
	a) family
	b) friends
	c) neighbors
	d) enemies



	4.
	The video on the television was blurry.



	 
	a) clear
	b) broken
	c) fuzzy
	d) big



	5.
	He acted like a chicken when he was hypnotized.



	 
	a) crazy
	b) mesmerized
	c) tricked
	d) sleeping



	6.
	The criminal claimed he experienced an injustice for the crime.



	 
	a) discrimination
	b) favor
	c) abuse
	d) coercion














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Sixteen to Seventeen








	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct word from these Chapters.



	 
	a)
	I’m so _____________, I can hardly put my shoes on.



	 
	b)
	It’s like a dead _____________ in my head or something.



	 
	c)
	That’s how these people live, like hamsters in _____________.



	 
	d)
	He shakes his head real _____________.



	 
	e)
	It smells of old-lady _____________ and missing cats.











	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.















	hypnotized
	deprived
	furrowed
	sought
	blurry
	dysfunctional













	 
	a)
	Max ______________ his eyebrows when he was trying to think of a solution.



	 
	b)
	His vision went ______________ after he hit his head during baseball.



	 
	c)
	The new robot was ______________ since it wouldn’t move backwards.



	 
	d)
	I was ______________ by the sight of a new video game.



	 
	e)
	They ______________ us from having chocolate cake.



	 
	f)
	The boys ______________ a new quest to embark on.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Sixteen to Seventeen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What does Max’s dad claim Grim and Gram have done to Max?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Where does Max’s dad first take him? What do they do there?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why does Loretta call Max’s dad ‘Preacher Kane’?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Where are Max and his dad staying?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Does Max’s dad trust him? Why or why not?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What is Kane’s version of the truth about his crime?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Max’s dad claims he is telling the truth about the crime and his own innocence. Assume he is right and describe what he may be feeling now that he and Max are together. Does he have a plan? How will he convince Max to go along with it?














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eighteen to Nineteen

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Do you think Max will believe his father? Do you think he will trust him? Why or why not?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	The title of Chapter 18 is Never Trust a Cripple. What do you think will happen in this Chapter?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure that the meaning of each word is clear in your sentence.




Numb

 

Impressive

 

Illiterate

 

Precaution

 

Functional

 

Screechy

 

Ignorant

 











	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eighteen to Nineteen







	1.
	Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from these Chapters.




Everything is [image: ] and wet and dripping except for where [image: ] has come down through holes in the roof. Most of the [image: ] walls are gone, and you can see where the center [image: ] was chewed by the [image: ]. All the old [image: ] and wires are hanging down, and everywhere [image: ] is broken glass the color of [image: ].













	2.
	Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:



	 
	a)
	What does Loretta bring?
	b)
	Where does Iggy hide them?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	pizza
	[image: ]
	A
	An abandoned store.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	bacon
	[image: ]
	B
	Iggy’s place



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	a gun
	[image: ]
	C
	An old lady’s apartment.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	chips
	[image: ]
	D
	A hotel.



	 
	c)
	Why do the police question Iggy?
	d)
	Where is the second hiding place?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Iggy reported it.
	[image: ]
	A
	Iggy and Loretta’s house.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	They asked everyone.
	[image: ]
	B
	A garage.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Max signaled for help.
	[image: ]
	C
	A basement.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Freak helped them.
	[image: ]
	D
	An old lady’s apartment.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Eighteen to Nineteen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	How is Max treated in the basement?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What are the plans that Max’s dad have for them?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Does Max’s dad want to be a truthful reverend? How do you know?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What does Max’s dad ask Iggy for?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Who tries to help Max in the basement?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	How does Max’s dad show his true character?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Previously in the book, Loretta was thought to be dangerous and on the side of Killer Kane. When she tries to save Max, she shows a change of heart. Write a journal entry from Loretta’s point of view after she finds out Max’s dad has kidnapped him. Why did she decide to help Max?














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty to Twenty-One

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	What do you think will happen to Loretta?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Do you think Max will be saved? By who and how?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word that does not belong. Then write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.













	1.
	a) recall
	b) forget
	c) omit
	d) dismiss



	 
	 



	2.
	a) angry
	b) irritated
	c) dreamy
	d) frustrated



	 
	 



	3.
	a) strong
	b) weak
	c) might
	d) huge



	 
	 



	4.
	a) light
	b) silly
	c) flimsy
	d) intense



	 
	 



	5.
	a) jealous
	b) friendly
	c) inclusive
	d) nice



	 
	 
















	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty to Twenty-One









	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	What did Max say he saw?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	His dad steal a car.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	His dad kill his mother.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Loretta call the police.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Iggy hurt a cat.



	 
	b)
	Who breaks into the basement?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Freak



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Gwen



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Grim



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Police



	 
	c)
	What does Freak use as a weapon?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	A baseball bat.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	A gun.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	A squirt gun.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	A hammer.



	 
	d)
	What does Freak claim he also has?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	fire starter



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	police



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	slingshot



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	sulfuric acid



	 
	e)
	What were the actual ingredients that Freak used?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Vinegar and curry powder.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Acid.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Bleach.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Water and sugar.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty to Twenty-One

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	How did Freak trick Killer Kane?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why does Max change how he thinks about Iggy?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What is wrong with Freak’s health?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What is the reaction of their classmates after the kidnapping?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What happened to Killer Kane?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What is Max worried about? Why?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	After Max left with his father, Grim and Gram rush to find him. They notice footprints outside of the basement that they use as clues. The police would use these clues to find Max. Write up a police report detailing the clues you found and followed to find Max. Include witness statements from Grim and Gram, Freak, Iggy, and Loretta.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty-Two to Twenty-Five

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	What do you think will happen for the rest of the school year?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What do you think is important for Max to remember about his life so far?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Choose a word from the list that means the same as the underlined word.













	atoms
	obnoxious
	smidgen
	prodigy



	alert
	stabilized
	intensive
	puny














	 

	 
	1.
	The spy was aware and ready for his target to walk by.



	 

	 
	2.
	My younger brother looked so little when he stood next to me.



	 

	 
	3.
	The clerk was very rude as they served the customers.



	 

	 
	4.
	I used a microscope to see the tiny molecules.



	 

	 
	5.
	Freak needed very thorough care at the hospital.



	 

	 
	6.
	She was often called a child genius because of her piano skills.



	 

	 
	7.
	I prefer just a sliver of ketchup on my grilled cheese.



	 

	 
	8.
	We should have secured the sail on our boat because of the wind.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty-Two to Twenty-Five











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Freak says you can remember anything. Even if it didn’t happen.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Freak wants a dog for his birthday.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Freak gets a tracheotomy.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Freak gives Max another book of words and their meanings.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Freak read about his condition when he was seven.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Gwen moved out of town.












	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these Chapters.












	 
	 

	 a)
	Freak is admitted to the hospital.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Freak has a seizure.



	 
	 

	 c)
	Freak gives Max a job to do.



	 
	 

	 d)
	Freak gets a computer for his birthday.



	 
	 

	 e)
	Freak dies.



	 
	 

	 f)
	Max writes down the adventures of Freak the Mighty.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Twenty-Two to Twenty-Five

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why does Freak say ‘you don’t need a time machine’?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why does Gwen give Freak a computer for his birthday?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What does Freak claim is going to happen at night when he’s in the hospital?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Do Gram and Grim think that Freak is getting a special operation?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	How does Max react to the news about Freak?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Why does Grim say Max should consider himself lucky?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Max lost a very special friend when Freak dies. Before doing so, Freak gives Max a blank book. He asks him to write down all the adventures they had. For your last journal entry, write up a page of Freak the Mighty’s adventures. You could go into great detail for one adventure, or summarize all the adventures they had.














	
	[image: ]




Chapters 1 to 3

Family Portrait

In the first three Chapters of this story, we are introduced to Max and Freaks’ family. Families have photos taken of them over the years. Using your imagination, draw a family photo for either Max or Freak.

People will sometimes add a caption to an image. This can be in a scrapbook or on the back of the picture. For your photo, write a quick description of who is in the picture. What are their names, ages and where the photo was taken. If you want, you can also tell of the event that is taking place in the photo.

 







	 
	[image: ]




Chapters 6 to 8

Action at the Millpond

In these Chapters, Freak and Max encounter a group of bullies at the fireworks. There is an act of bravery by Freak, a quick decision by Max, and a lot of action. Comics are an excellent way to show action and adventure in an artistic way. Artists use a variety of speech bubbles and fonts to show what a character is feeling, thinking or doing.

Make a comic strip that shows how the encounter with these bullies first happened and how it ended. The final product should have 8-10 frames in it. Your comic will also need a title and some color. It should also have dialog and thought bubbles for the characters in the scene. Draw a rough draft of your comic before submitting a final copy.









	[image: ]
	




Chapters 9 to 10

Lost and Found

Freak and Max take on a very secret quest during the summer. Freak leads Max out in the middle of the night to fish out a soggy, wet purse from a sewer. Freak claims it was left there by Blade and his gang.

When an important item or pet goes missing, people often create a ‘Lost and Found’ poster to put up in their neighborhood. They often include a picture of the missing item, a written description of it, and sometimes a reward. Make a ‘Lost and Found’ poster for the missing purse and imagine what items might be in it.

 







	[image: ]
	 




Chapters 14 to 15

A Christmas Gift for Max

On Christmas Eve, Freak gives Max a special dictionary. It has some of Freak’s favorite words and their meanings. It is a gift that will also help Max with his reading. Dictionaries list their words in alphabetical order. Make a dictionary of your own like the one Freak made for Max. Write down some of your favorite words with their meanings.

You should have at least 10 different words. The words should be in alphabetical order and have the right definition beside them. You may need to use an actual dictionary to get the definitions and correct spelling. Or, make up your own meanings using your own words. If it is a word that is special to you, make sure you explain what it means and how it is used when talking.









	
	[image: ]




Chapters 20 to 21

Interview with a Killer

Max’s father is known as a dangerous criminal. When Killer Kane kidnaps Max, we get to see many different parts of his personality.

Reporters will interview people who are involved with crime and the law. This sometimes includes people who are arrested or go to court. A good interview question is one that is open ended. Open-ended questions let people answer in many different ways instead of just short ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answers.

With a partner, make up 5-10 interview questions a reporter might ask Killer Kane. This could include why he committed his crime, how he feels about Max, or what he was thinking when he found Max again. One partner will be in the role of a reporter and the other will be Killer Kane. Switch roles and repeat.

 







	 
	[image: ]




Chapters 22 to 25

An Obituary for Freak

An obituary is a short piece of writing that is found in a newspaper. It tells of someone who has died. It tells you when a person was born, when they died, and names of their family members. It usually mentions positive traits the person had or important events in their lives.

Write an obituary for Freak. Look up ones in the newspaper to get an idea of how they are written. Use evidence from the story to help you. Be sure to include Max in it.









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are written backwards.










	abduction
	delighted
	humanoid
	smidgen



	aberration
	dim
	mastodons
	stabilized



	abscissa
	evasive
	perspective
	telemetry



	atoms
	fantasy
	prodigy
	trial



	bugle
	goon
	puny
	vacant



	cavalry
	gruel
	scuttle
	yonder







[image: ]











	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Comprehension Quiz








	Answer each question in a complete sentence.
	[image: ]



	1.
	Why did Freak once introduce himself as Robot Man?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What happened the night after Freak moved in?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	According to Freak, what were the knights?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Did Gwen know Max’s family in the past?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why did Freak stand up to Blade and his gang?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	List two tests that Freak gets done at the Medical Research building.
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	7.
	Why do Max’s grandparents decide to let him join the regular class?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:    /11









	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Comprehension Quiz








	8.
	What does Max think the reason is for him being called to the principal’s office alone?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	9.
	What went wrong on Friday the Thirteenth?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	10.
	Does Gram want Grim to get a gun? Why or why not?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	11.
	What does Killer Kane compare his and Max’s journey on Christmas Eve to?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	12.
	How does Kane feel he was misjudged?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	13.
	What is the Black Down Under? Why did Max and his dad move there?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	14.
	Did Freak know about his illness? What story did he make up and why?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:    /14












	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. vacant

2. fierce

3. goon

4. scowling

5. earthling

6. flitting

7. scuttle

8. scraggly


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  B   

b)  [image: ]  D   

c)  [image: ]  C   

d)  [image: ]  D   

e)  [image: ]  A   


	
   1.   

Max used to kick anyone who tried to touch him.

   2.   

Max left Freak alone because he looked fierce and also had cool crutches.

   3.   

He lives with Grim and Gram, his grandparents on his mother’s side. Answers will vary.

   4.   

Freak is worried his computer will break during the move. Answers will vary.

   5.   

The ‘down under’ refers to the basement where Max’s room is.

   6.   

A plastic mechanical bird referred to as an ornithopter was stuck in the tree. Max goes over and grabs it out of the tree.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. E

2. A

3. I

4. B

5. G

6. F

7. C

8. H

9. J

10. D


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    F 

c)    T 

d)    T 

e)    F 

f)    T 

   2.   

a) 4

b) 2

c) 5

d) 1

e) 3

f) 6


	
[image: ]

   1.   

He reads because without books you don’t know what’s real. He also thinks that TV is a drug for fat heads.

   2.   

Freak calls her Fair Gwen because of Queen Guinevere of King Arthur’s court.

   3.   

She calls to apologize to Max and invite him to dinner. She also says she’s happy he and Freak are friends.

Answers will vary, but may include: She’s concerned with Max’s feelings and doesn’t want to be offensive.

   4.   

Max’s father is in prison. Answers will vary, but may include: He did something bad because he was “sick in the head.”

   5.   

Gwen acts strangely because Max looks so much like his father.

   6.   

Max is referring to a Learning Disability. He has trouble with reading, as reading is the last thing he wants to do.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. stern

2. bugle

3. archetype

4. perspective

5. precious

6. hoodlum

7. sleek

8. evasive


	
   1.   

a) juvy

b) trembly

c) Blade

d) locked

e) cool

   2.   

a) fireworks

b) cretin

c) confrontation

d) razor

e) millpond


	
   1.   

She’s afraid Freak will get crushed in the crowds at the Fourth of July fireworks.

   2.   

Freak insults Blade by calling him a cretin and doesn’t back down. He’s not scared of bullies and feels safe with Max.

   3.   

Freak takes them into the millpond. He does this because Max is much taller than Blade, and therefore can get away from him safely while Blade gets stuck.

   4.   

Freak and Max get stuck in the mud along with Blade’s gang, Blade throws rocks at them. The police show up and the bullies run away.

   5.   

Max’s grandparents were surprised and proud. Answers will vary, but may include: His grandparents see him as the same as his father. They are surprised and happy to find out he’s not. His grandfather gives him more attention and even calls him ‘son’.

   6.   

When the police ask for the boys names, Freak replies with “we’re nine feet tall” and says they’re known as Freak the Mighty.


	
Vocabulary

1. divulged

5. bionic

6. glinting

8. fealty

10. remarkable

12. respiratory

13. ancient

14. steed

15. soggy

Down

1. decibel

2. artifact

3. lonesome

4. hoof

7. honor

9. teleportation

11. fortress


	
   1.   

a) tugs

b) excited

c) special

d) measurements

e) metabolic

f) cardiac

g) bionic

h) pretend

i) castles

j) moats

k) bionics

l) human

m) answer

n) smart

o) worried

p) dangerous

q) home


	
   1.   

It is important because Max learns Freak goes for medical tests. He learns that Freak is being fitted for bionics and will become the first human robot.

   2.   

Freak gets tested for an experimental bionics procedure. They take his measurements, analyze his blood and metabolic rates, monitor his cardiac rhythms and his respiratory functions. He’s been X-rayed, CAT-scanned and sonogrammed. They’re fitting him for a bionic transplant.

   3.   

He says life is dangerous. Answers will vary.

   4.   

They notice that Max has gotten even bigger over the summer. They think this is because of all the walking he does and carrying Freak around is giving him muscles.

   5.   

Freak suggests a treasure hunt to the sewer at three o’clock in the morning.

   6.   

They find a stolen purse. They use a flashlight to look into the sewer. Then they use kite string and bent paperclip to grab the purse handle and lift it up out of the sewer.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. a

2. c

3. b

4. a

5. a

6. b


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  B   

b)  [image: ]  A   

c)  [image: ]  C   

d)  [image: ]  A   

e)  [image: ]  B   


	
   1.   

The building is falling apart and smells like fish and sour milk and is surrounded by broken toys and bikes. Answers will vary, but may include: The Tenements is a dangerous place with dangerous people.

   2.   

Iggy is afraid that word will get to Killer Kane that he was messing with his son.

   3.   

Freak’s dad ran away because of Freak. Answers will vary.

   4.   

Max won’t be in the L.D. class. He will be in the regular class with Freak.

   5.   

Max’s classmates tease him by calling him names. They don’t with Freak. They take Freak more seriously when he stands up with Max and leads the class in a chant of “Freak the Mighty!”

   6.   

Max’s father wants to make contact with him. Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. saggy

2. toxic

3. abide

4. obligation

5. ruckus

6. coal

7. pyramid

8. biogenic

9. intervention

10. rigged


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    F 

c)    T 

d)    T 

e)    T 

f)    F 

   2.   

a) 4

b) 2

c) 3

d) 5

e) 1

f) 6


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Max’s father is up for parole and could be released from prison.

   2.   

Grim went to the court to make sure Max’s father couldn’t come to the house. Answers will vary.

   3.   

He gave it so Freak could invent things with all of its attachments. Answers will vary.

   4.   

It was wrapped in a pyramid shaped box that had sides that opened automatically at the same time. Freak made it for Max himself.

   5.   

Freak got Max a homemade dictionary. Max thinks it was the best gift he had ever received.

   6.   

His dad snuck into the basement bedroom.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. c

2. b

3. a

4. c

5. b

6. a


	
   1.   

a) weak

b) voice

c) cages

d) sorrowful

e) perfume

   2.   

a) furrowed

b) blurry

c) dysfunctional

d) hypnotized

e) deprived

f) sought


	
   1.   

He claims they poisoned Max’s mind against his father.

   2.   

He takes Max to Iggy’s apartment at first. They eat hamburgers.

   3.   

She calls him ‘Preacher Kane’ because he is rumored to have turned over a new leaf in prison.

   4.   

They hide in an apartment of an old lady who is on vacation.

   5.   

He does not trust Max as he ties him up to his waist so he can’t run away.

   6.   

Killer Kane says he is innocent of murdering Max’s mother.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

a) black

b) snow

c) inside

d) beam

e) fire

f) pipes

g) underfoot

h) smoke

   2.   

a)  [image: ]  A

b)  [image: ]  C

c)  [image: ]  D

d)  [image: ]  C


	
   1.   

Max is tied to a boiler by his hands and feet and his mouth is gagged.

   2.   

The plan is to get an RV and travel as a preacher who tricks people out of money.

   3.   

Max’s dad wants to take money from ignorant people by being dishonest.

   4.   

Kane asks Iggy for a firearm and transportation.

   5.   

Loretta tries to help Max escape by trying to untie him.

   6.   

His true character is shown when he starts to choke Loretta and seems to want to kill her.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Reasons will vary.

1. a

2. c

3. b

4. d

5. a


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  B

b)  [image: ]  A

c)  [image: ]  C

d)  [image: ]  D

e)  [image: ]  A


	
   1.   

Freak said his squirt gun was loaded with sulfuric acid. It was really loaded with soap, vinegar and curry powder.

   2.   

Iggy was so worried about Loretta, that Max thought he was an okay guy.

   3.   

Freak has trouble breathing and his insides were growing faster than the outside.

   4.   

All of their classmates were jealous they were in the newspaper and on the news.

   5.   

Killer Kane got a deal and said he was guilty. He had to serve the rest of his original sentence, plus 10 years.

   6.   

Max is worried about growing up. Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. alert

2. puny

3. obnoxious

4. atoms

5. intensive

6. prodigy

7. smidgen

8. stabilized


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    F 

c)    T 

d)    F 

e)    T 

f)    T 

   2.   

a) 3

b) 2

c) 4

d) 1

e) 5

f) 6


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Freak says you don’t need a time machine if you know how to remember.

   2.   

Gwen gives Freak a computer so he can still go to school if he has to stay home sick.

   3.   

He believes the Bionic Unit is taking him for his special operation.

   4.   

No, they looked at Max like he was dumb for believing in the operation.

   5.   

He starts kicking at the hospital and had to be restrained.

   6.   

Max should consider himself lucky because some people don’t go through life with a friend like Kevin.
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Word Search Puzzle


[image: ]




	
   1.   

He made weird robot noises and had metal tubes (crutches) attached to his legs.

   2.   

Freak almost hit Max with his crutch and Max pulled him in the wagon.

   3.   

Knights were the first human versions of robots.

   4.   

Yes. Gwen was friends with Max’s mother.

   5.   

Freak thought Max could take on Blade and his gang.

   6.   

Any two of: XRAY, CAT scans, cardiac rhythm test, respiratory function tests.

   7.   

Max’s grandparents let him join the regular class because nothing else has worked and maybe he just needed a friend.


	
   8.   

When he’s called to the principal’s office alone, Max is worried they will put him back in the L.D. class.

   9.   

On Friday the 13th, Max’s dad asked to contact him. Then Freak couldn’t breathe after eating his lunch.

   10.   

No, Gram does not want Grim to get a gun. She thinks Killer Kane would just take the gun from him and shoot him.

   11.   

They are like Mary and Joseph looking for shelter in Bethlehem.

   12.   

He was misjudged for his appearance, not being good enough, and the police didn’t believe he was innocent.

   13.   

The Black Down Under is the basement of the New Tenements building, they moved because the police were looking for them.

   14.   

Yes. Freak knew he wouldn’t live very long. He made up the robotics story to give himself hope.
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