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Assessment Rubric
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The Miracle Worker









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	Criteria

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a basic understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a good understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	Content

• Information and details relevant to focus

	Elements incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements complete; details missing

	All required elements completed; key details contain some description

	All required elements completed; enough description for clarity




	Style

• Effective word choice and originality

• Precise language

	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language.




	Conventions

• Spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

This study guide is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this play a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. The guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a play is that the student can work at his/her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities, etc. which match the student’s abilities.

The study guide generally divides the play by Scenes and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include perseverance and loyalty, the importance of discipline, overcoming physical disabilities, and family relations. The Miracle Worker provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion because of its vivid portrayal of the two central characters and Annie Sullivan’s determination to provide Helen Keller with the skills to communicate.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each chapter or group of chapters there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. (See page 6 for suggestions on using the Graphic Organizers.) The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•  Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•  Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•  Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3,

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of The Miracle Worker Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	FIVE W’S CHART



	The play, The Miracle Worker, features many exciting, moments. In this activity, students are asked to isolate one such event that they particularly enjoyed. Using the chosen event, the student is asked to complete the Five W’s Chart, providing the relevant details for the 5 W’s – who, what when, why and where. The five W’s have been used as a helpful device by newspaper reporters when compiling the main elements of a story.
Found on Page 53.













	PROBLEM – SOLUTION CHART
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	The Miracle Worker deals with several interesting problems. Highlighted, of course is the struggle undertaken by Annie Sullivan to teach Helen to communicate. Other problems also arise as the story unfolds – problems that are tied-in with Annie’s determined goal; and problems involving relationships within the Keller family. Students are asked to list as many problems from the play as they can. These are entered in the left-hand column. In the right-hand column, possible solutions to these problems are suggested.
Found on Page 54.
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	SEQUENCE CHART



	The plot of The Miracle Worker is filled with memorable events – so much so that it is a tall order to isolate the “main events” of the play, as this assignment expects. In assigning the Sequence Chart activity, it might be helpful for the teacher to remind the students that each event selected should be a key component in moving the plot toward the climax of the play (the scene at the water pump featuring Annie and Helen, where Helen makes the connection between water and the word “water”).
Found on Page 55.
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	Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of application, analysis, synthesis and evaluation, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest, creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.










Teaching Strategies


INDEPENDENT, SMALL GROUP OR WHOLE CLASS STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the play. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular scenes

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets. One has been designed as an alternative to the traditional book report.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of short-answer questions.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow, and finally in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

A STORY of a young girl who overcame the seemingly insurmountable obstacles of deafness and blindness.

Stricken by a devastating illness as a toddler, Helen Keller is rendered deaf and blind from this early age. As she grows into a young girl of six years old, her behavior has become completely unmanageable. Her parents have tried many medical experts and have almost lost hope. In desperation they send to Boston for a governess – and Annie Sullivan arrives at Ivy Green.

From the moment of her arrival, Annie and Helen become locked in a ferocious battle of wills – Annie to bring some discipline into the spoiled child’s life; and Helen – frustrated at her inability to communicate – is mostly intent on thwarting her teacher’s every move. Annie must also contend with the indulgent attitude of Helen’s parents, and convince them not to give in to Helen’s every whim.

To gain complete control of the child, Annie receives permission to live with Helen for two weeks in the garden house. There she sets about to bring a sense of discipline into Helen’s life, and to teach her the names of things by constantly spelling them into Helen’s palm. Although Helen can spell them back, she doesn’t understand that these words represent things.

The two weeks in the garden house are a rousing success, but when they return to the Kellers’ house, Annie is afraid that the indulgent ways of Helen’s parents will undo all her hard work. When Helen does begin to revert back to her old ways, Annie stands firm – this time supported by James – Helen’s half-brother. When Helen deliberately spills a pitcher of water on Annie, Annie takes her out to refill it. At the water pump Annie spells “water” into Helen’s hand, and suddenly the miracle happens. Helen understands.

List of Resources
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	THE WORKS OF WILLIAM GIBSON
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	The Cobweb, 1954; The Miracle Worker, 1957; The Seesaw Log and Two for the Seesaw, 1959; A Mass for the Dead, 1968; Grove of Doom, 1969; American Primitive , 1972; A Season in Heaven, 1974; The Body and The Wheel, 1975; The Butterfingers Angel, Mary and Joseph, Herod the Nut, and The Slaughter of Twelve Hit Carols in a Pear Tree, 1975; Shakespeare’s Game, 1978; Golda, 1978; Monday after the Miracle (a sequel to The Miracle Worker), 1982.





OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
Helen Keller, The Story of My Life © 1904
Helen Keller, Light in My Darkness, © 2000
Helen Keller, Optimism © 2007
Helen Keller, To Love This Life, © 2000
Margaret Davidson, Helen Keller, © 1989
Susan Quinn, Marie Curie: A Life © 1996
Marla Runyan, No Finish Line © 2002
Mary Swift Lamson, Life and Education of Laura Dewey Bridgman © 1890
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List of Vocabulary


ACT 1, SCENE 1

indulgent, vitality, crescendo, protruding, insistent, frantic, bizarre, impudence, deprived, perturbed, considerate, constitution, vigil, stethoscope, congestion, vivacious, insistent, belfry, benign, pantomime.



ACT 1, SCENE 2

obstinate, woebegone, mourn, fragment, subtle, impersonal, dismay, encounter, incline, grope, divert, intelligible, gratify, opinionated, intelligible, elegant, guiltily, morosely, retain, pinafore.


ACT 1, SCENE 3

disarray, appraisal, desiccated, simultaneous, pinafore, endeavor, peculiar, commence, unpitying, intentional, homestead, advantages, closemouthed, valedictorian, encounter, timidity, unpitying, attentive, confront, inexperienced.



ACT 1, SCENE 4

alphabet, avert, bonnet, forefinger, stern, trudge, inconvenience, imitate, repeat, discard, deftly, contentment, extend, caricature, perceives, imperious, incensed, rummage, disgusted, crone.


ACT 2, SCENE 1

inarticulate, resolute, intervene, compel, wry, deferential, obstinate, interrupt, impaired, gesture, ominous, indignant, proffered, unmannerly, merits, butchery, ultimately, deliberate, deprived, tyrant



ACT 2, SCENE 2

devoid, retaliate, resolute, compunction, bide, derange, compels, stolid, simultaneous, parasol, exploration, dignity, presume, dishware, anchorage, indecision, thwarted, involuntary, plaintively, ravage


ACT 2, SCENE 3

factual, ineffectual, impertinent, contemplate, frivolous, parables, hesitant, disinter, immortal, caress, engaged, incompetent, immodest, dissatisfied, accustom, appeal, underestimate, radical, abandon, albeit



ACT 2, SCENE 4

silhouette, conspicuously, curt, recommences, abrupt, evade, simultaneous, paroxysm, incarnate, respectively, defines, imp, recommence, indecisive, careen, wary, thigh, empress, contempt, reluctant


ACT 3, SCENE 1

trellis, oblivious, trowel, haggard, adequate, undisciplined, descends, protector, indignant, vanity, defer, devout, disentangles, wistful, exhaustion, respond, escort, painstakingly, constructive, manipulates



ACT 3, SCENE 2

impassive, obliged, indulge, genial, aversion, trepidation, consummate, lament, deprivation, relinquish, subtle, resurrection, pursue, ruefully, procedure, unobstructed, inclines, intend, distressed, interfere
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William Gibson

William Gibson was born in the Bronx, New York, on November 13,1914. Gibson grew up in New York City and went on to attend the City College of New York, from 1930 until 1932.
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As a young boy William loved to read and spent hours immersed in the lives of his favorite works of fiction. It was during his youth that he also developed an interest in writing, and saw his first work published in a school newspaper after winning a contest. William was also a talented musician, being an accomplished pianist.

After four semesters, William was expelled from college for not completing any courses but Literature, which he loved. He then decided to move to Kansas where as a piano teacher he was also able to pursue his love of the theater. In Topeka, Kansas, Gibson saw his earliest plays produced. Most of these early works were light comedies. Two of them, A Cry of Players (1948), and Dinny and the Witches (1948) were revised and restaged during his later career. It was, though, twenty long years before he was able to make a living at his writing.

In addition to plays, Gibson has written poetry, fiction, and an autobiographical family chronicle called A Mass for the Dead. His most famous work was the tremendously popular play, The Miracle Worker (1959) – the story of Helen Keller and her teacher, Anne Sullivan. Originally written and performed as a television drama, the play was later adapted for stage and film. Another play, Two for the Seesaw also enjoyed great success. Both were produced on Broadway and made into motion pictures. In 1982, he wrote a sequel to The Miracle Worker, called Monday after the Miracle, based on the life of Helen Keller as a college student. Gibson continues to write for television. He worked with science fiction writer Tom Maddox on an episode of The X-Files in 1998. Gibson now lives in Stockbridge, Massachusetts, where he co-founded the Berkshire Theater Festival.
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	•
	Gibson’s mother tutored him so that he could skip grades in school.


	•
	Until Gibson made a living by writing, he made money by playing piano and working other part time jobs.


	•
	In the 6th grade Gibson bought notebooks hoping to write a novel about an uncle killed in wartime.
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Act One, Scene 1

Scene One covers approximately the first 12 pages of Act I – to where Keller promises Kate that he will write the doctor, and before Anagnos speaks. The first line in Scene 2 is: Without pause, from the dark down left we hear a man’s voice with a Greek accent speaking.

1.  What two things do you think would be most difficult about being blind?

 

 

 

2.  What two things do you think would be most difficult about being deaf?
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Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word.












	 
	deprived
	indulgent
	bizarre
	frantic
	impudence



	 
	vitality
	perturbed
	crescendo
	insistent
	protruding






1.  The members of the Keller family were most compliant when dealing with their blind and deaf daughter.

2.  The nurse was quite surprised at the energy exhibited by the sick man.

3.  The orchestra was only seconds from reaching the climax of their performance, when the stage collapsed.

4.  The kangaroo’s pouch was bulging at least several inches when we saw her hop by.

5.  The district attorney was most assertive in his demands to the judge.

6.  The mother of the lost child was most distraught.

7.  The attack of the forks and spoons went down in history as a most extraordinary incident.

8.  Never had Annie seen such audacity in so young a person.

9.  Helen completely lacked even the most elementary manners.

10.  The umpire was most upset by the language of the team’s manager.
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Act One, Scene 1










	1.

	Put a check mark ([image: Images]) next to the answer that is most correct.




	 
	a)
	Which of Captain Keller’s children did he have by his first wife?
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	A
	Mildred
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	B
	James
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	C
	Helen
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	D
	none of the above



	 
	b)
	What was the baby suffering from at the beginning of Act I?
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	A
	diphtheria
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	B
	pneumonia
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	C
	fever
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	D
	polio



	 
	c)
	Who first discovered that Helen was blind and deaf?
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	A
	Captain Keller
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	B
	Kate



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	Doctor
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	D
	Martha



	 
	d)
	Why did Helen want the buttons?
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	A
	to replace the buttons on her smock
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	B
	for play money
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	C
	she was just being a brat
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	D
	for her doll’s eyes



	 
	e)
	What did Kate feel was at the root of Helen’s problem?
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	A
	she wanted to talk
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	B
	she was a spoiled brat
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	C
	she needed a playmate
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	D
	she needed to go to an asylum
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Act One, Scene 1

Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.

1.  What was Captain Keller’s occupation?

 

 

2.  Describe Helen’s appearance when we are reintroduced to her when she is six and one-half years of age,

 

 

3.  Why did Helen bite her fingers in frustration?

 

 

4.  Why do you think Captain Keller is reluctant to send Helen to Dr. Chisholm?

 

 

5.  What does the following statement by James tell you about him: “Father stands up, that makes it a fact.”

 

 

6.  Why do you think Helen was so unconcerned about tipping over the cradle with the baby in it?

 

 










	[image: img]

	Imagine you are Kate. Make an entry in your journal expressing your innermost feelings at the end of the frustrating day described in this scene. Describe your feelings with regard to Helen and her situation, and about how the views of other members of the family differ with regard to your daughter, Helen, and her future.
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Act One, Scene 2

Scene Two begins with the first appearance of Anagnos. The first line in Scene Two is: Without pause, from the dark down left we hear a man’s voice with a Greek accent speaking. The scene ends with the confrontation of Captain Keller and Viney. The last paragraph begins: Viney beats a rapid retreat.

1.  Why might the parents of a deaf and blind child tend to spoil him/her?

 

 

2.  Why might this parenting approach not be a good idea in the long run?
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With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.









	 A 
	obstinate
	 A 
	meet



	 B 
	woebegone
	 B 
	stubborn



	 C 
	mourn
	 C 
	inconspicuous


	 D 
	fragment
	 D 
	lean



	 E 
	subtle
	 E 
	depressed


	 F 
	impersonal
	 F 
	feel


	 G 
	dismay
	 G 
	redirect


	 H 
	encounter
	 H 
	clear


	 I 
	incline
	 I 
	piece


	 J 
	grope
	 J 
	bewail


	 K 
	divert
	 K 
	unfriendly


	 L 
	intelligible
	 L 
	disappointment
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Act One, Scene 2


1.  Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.










	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Annie promises Anagnos that she will be ladylike with the Kellers.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Annie was to be paid $500 a month by the Kellers.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	The children of the school gave Annie a pair of smoked glasses.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Annie and her little brother, Jimmie, came to stay at the school
when they were 7 and 5 years of age.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Viney thought it was a good idea that Helen’s parents gave her candy before meals.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	All of the children who came to say goodbye to Annie were blind.






2.  Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.









	 
	 
	 a)
	Anagnos gives Annie a garnet ring.



	 
	 
	 b)
	Kate guiltily gives Helen a peppermint before dinner.



	 
	 
	 c)
	Anagnos offers Annie some last words of advice.



	 
	 
	 d)
	Kate leaves home to meet the train.



	 
	 
	 e)
	Annie says her goodbyes to the children at the school.



	 
	 
	 f)
	Annie remembers first coming to the school with her brother, Jimmie.
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Act One, Scene 2

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  List two words that Annie uses to describe herself to Anagnos in this scene.

 

 

 

2.  Describe Annie’s condition when she arrived at Anagnos’ school.

 

 

3.  According to Anagnos, Annie’s success at the school could be attributed to her battle for what?

 

 

4.  What was Annie expected to spend the money on that Anagnos loaned her?

 

 

5.  Who was the last person that Annie loved?

 

 

6.  What present did the children give to Helen?
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	It would seem that Annie Sullivan had already overcome many personal and physical obstacles in her young life. Now she is leaving for the Kellers to start a new chapter in her life – as Helen’s teacher. Write an imaginary entry in Annie’s journal describing her innermost feelings as she sets out on this new adventure.
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Act One, Scene 3

Scene Three begins with the arrival of Annie at the train station, immediately after the confrontation between Captain Keller and Viney. The first line is: The lights half dim on the homestead, where Viney and Helen going about their business soon find their way off. It ends with the paragraph beginning: She (Kate) goes into the house, and through the rear door of the family room. The first line in Scene 3 is: Meanwhile, inside, Annie has given Helen a key…

1.  What is the most important character attribute for a person to possess who is to successfully tackle a very difficult responsibility? Please explain your answer.

 

 

2.  In your opinion, what is the most difficult thing about meeting new people? Please explain your answer.

 

 

[image: Images]

Complete each sentence with a word from the list.












	 
	endeavor
	simultaneous
	unpitying
	commence
	intentional



	 
	desiccated
	disarray
	pinafore
	appraisal
	peculiar






1.  After the plane trip, her clothing was in ________________.

2.  The realtor will be here in an hour to offer an _________________ of your house.

3.  After an hour in the oven the cake had a most ________________________ appearance.

4.  The lightning flash was accompanied by a ________________________ roll of thunder.

5.  My sister was wearing a most attractive ________________________.

6.  “I will ____________________ to live up to your expectations,” he told his father.

7.  Red Skelton had a very ______________________ sense of humor.

8.  The banquet will not _______________________ until all the guests arrive.

9.  She cast an _______________________ eye in the beggar’s direction.

10. I don’t think his rudeness was really ______________________.
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Act One, Scene 3

1.  a)  Kate and James had met every train for _________________ days.

b)  Annie had ____________________ operations on her eyes.

c)  Dr. Howe did wonders with deaf-blind children, but always treated them like they were ________________.

d)  The name of the Kellers’ estate was _________________.

e)  The Keller’s pet dog was named ______________.









	 
	2.

	Use the words in the box to answer each question.




	 
	 
	









	spinster
	governess
	confidence
	tenth
	language















	 
	 
	a)
	Kate said she had been expecting a desiccated _________.



	 
	 
	b)
	Annie was hired to be Helen’s _________.



	 
	 
	c)
	Despite her outward _________ , Annie admitted that she was shaky inside.



	 
	 
	d)
	Annie admitted to Kate that never before had anyone taught a deaf-blind child even a _________ what an ordinary child learns.



	 
	 
	e)
	Annie said that the first thing she would teach Helen would be _________.
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Act One, Scene 3

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  Why was Annie uncomfortable when first meeting Kate?

 

 

2.  Why was Annie impatient to reach the Keller’s house?

 

 

3.  What three things did Annie feel she had going for herself?

 

 

4.  Why was James Keller’s name significant to Annie? How do you think this made her feel?

 

 

5.  Why did Annie insist on taking her suitcase up to her room?

 

 

6.  What seems to be a constant irritation to James?
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	Captain Keller is horrified that such a young, inexperienced woman has come to teach Helen. What would Keller write in his journal that evening? Describe his feelings and the reasons for his many reservations about the hiring of Helen’s governess.
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Act One, Scene 4

The last scene of Act I begins with the line Meanwhile, inside, Annie has given Helen a key… and ends with the close of Act I.

1.  Someone once said, “You never get a second chance to make a good first impression”. Why do you think it would be important for Annie to make a good first impression with the Keller family?
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	Able
	Discard
	James
	Sell



	Alphabet
	For
	Knot
	Spanish



	Annie
	Forefinger
	Mirror
	Stern



	Atom
	From
	Nap
	Think



	Avert
	Frown
	Nod
	Trudge



	Bonnet
	Helen
	Oj
	Viney



	Contentment
	Imitate
	Poorly
	Yank



	Deaf
	Inconvenience
	Repeat
	 






	Across

2.   Cannot hear.

4.   Letters of the ___.

7.   Annie was ___ Boston.

9.   Annoyance.

11.  The present was ___ him.

12.  Opposite of buy.

13.  A hard tug.

17.  A short sleep.

18.  The young Keller girl.

20.  Abbrev. For Orange Juice.

22.  To copy.

24.  Prevent.

25.  Happiness

27.  Walk slowly and heavily.

28.  Opposite of smile.

Down

1.   Skilled.

2.   Throw away.

3.   The finger next to the thumb

4.   ___ Sullivan.

5.   Badly

6.   Comprehend

8.   Looking glass.

10.  The Keller’s servant.

12.  From Spain.

14.  The smallest component of an element.

15.  Interlacing of a rope.

16.  Echo.

19.  A woman’s hat.

21.  The Captain’s son.

23.  Strict.

26.  Movement of the head.
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Act One, Scene 4

1.  Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

Annie no sooner arrived but Helen began going through her [image: Images]. Helen tried on Annie’s [image: Images], [image: Images], and smoked [image: Images], but she was especially fascinated
with an elegant [image: Images]. Annie used the opportunity to begin to teach Helen an [image: Images] for the deaf. James tried to discourage Annie, telling her that [image: Images] imitates everything. When Annie takes the [image: Images] away, Helen becomes enraged. Annie tells James the deaf alphabet was invented by Spanish [image: Images]. The second thing that Annie gets Helen to spell is the word “[image: Images].” When Annie returns the doll, Helen swings it at her governess, hitting her on the [image: Images]. Helen then takes Annie’s [image: Images] and locks Annie in her room. Helen later drops this important item in the [image: Images]. James told his father that to get Annie from her room he’d need a [image: Images].









	[image: Images]
	[image: Images]




Act One, Scene 4

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  Why do you think James was so skeptical about Helen learning from Annie?

 

 

2.  Think of three descriptive words to describe Helen.

 

 

3.  Think of three descriptive words to describe Annie.

 

 

4.  How would the fact that Helen was both deaf and blind make what Annie was attempting to do very difficult?

 

 

5.  What is the playwright’s purpose including the scene with Jimmie and the crones?

 

 

6.  Why did Keller refuse to search Helen for the key?
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	To say that Annie got off to a rough start on her new job would be something of an understatement. Imagine the journal entry she would make after her first experiences with Helen and the Keller family.
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Act Two, Scene 1

Starts at the beginning of Act II. Concludes at the end of the exchange between Kate and James with the paragraph beginning: James stalks out, much offended…

1.  What character trait do you think is the most valuable for an understanding parent to possess? Please explain why.

 

 

2.  The difference between perseverance and obstinacy is that one comes from a strong will, and the other from a strong won’t. Henry Ward Beecher. From this quote, do you think Annie is perseverant or obstinate? Defend your answer.

 

 

[image: Images]

Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.











	1.
	The little girl was so frightened she was inarticulate.



	 
	a) incoherent
	b) silly
	c) trembling
	d) collapsing



	2.
	He was most resolute in his determination to be the first across the Sahara.



	 
	a) yielding
	b) adamant
	c) troubled
	d) superficial



	3.
	I thought better than to intervene in the fight between the two pit bulls.



	 
	a) referee
	b) join
	c) interfere
	d) flee



	4.
	“No one will compel you to join the club,” he assured his cousin.



	 
	a) ask
	b) bribe
	c) reward
	d) force



	5.
	The old cowboy had a wry grin on his dusty, sunburned face.



	 
	a) genuine
	b) wide
	c) contorted
	d) foolish



	6.
	James was usually most deferential in his dealings with his parents.



	 
	a) sarcastic
	b) courteous
	c) humorous
	d) sneaky



	7.
	Both Annie and Helen are very obstinate people.



	 
	a) stubborn
	b) beautiful
	c) cruel
	d) generous
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Act Two, Scene 1










	1.

	Put a check mark ([image: Images]) next to the answer that is most correct.




	 
	a)
	Annie was worried about how to discipline Helen without breaking her



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	spirit



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	will power



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	soul



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	D
	best dishes



	 
	b)
	Who does Keller order to send Annie back to Boston?



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	no one



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	James



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	Viney



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	D
	Kate



	 
	c)
	When Annie mocks Keller about giving in to Helen too easily, what Confederate general does she mention?



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	James Longstreet



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	Robert E. Lee



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	Stonewall Jackson



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	D
	J.E.B. Stuart



	 
	d)
	Which war was being discussed by James and his father?



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	American Civil War



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	World War One



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	World War Two



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	D
	War in Iraq



	 
	e)
	Annie referred to Helen as



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	a wild and carefree spirit



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	a badly spoiled child



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	a little monkey



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	D
	a jaundiced little she-devil
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Act Two, Scene 1

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  What does Annie mean by her statement to Helen: You keep out of the ink and perhaps I can keep out of the soup?

 

 

2.  What does Annie mean when she tells Kate: She (Helen) won’t know what spelling is till she knows what a word is?

 

 

3.  Why did Annie object to Kate giving Helen a sweet after the pin incident?

 

 

4.  What does the expression “give the devil his due” mean?

 

 

5.  Why did Annie insist on keeping her own plate, even against the wishes of the Kellers?

 

 

6.  Interview a classmate to find out their opinion as to whether this was a good idea or not.
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	It takes a lot of courage to go against the wishes and advice of several people – even if you know you’re right. Describe a time in your own life (or that of a friend) when you stood up for something you believed in, even though other people might have given you a hard time. Be sure to describe the incident as well as how you felt at the time.
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Act Two, Scene 2

Scene 2 begins after the confrontation between Kate and James and opens with the sentence, Annie meanwhile has begun slapping both keys down on a shelf out of Helen’s reach… The scene ends after Kate learns from Annie that Helen has just folded her napkin. The last paragraph begins: And still erect, with only her head in surrender …

1.  From what you know of the characters so far in the play, who would you think is the most “strong-willed”: Captain Keller, Annie or Helen? Please defend your answer.

 

 

2.  Do you think Annie would agree with the statement, “Something worth doing is worth doing well”? Explain the reason for your answer.

 

 

[image: Images]

Choose a word from the list to complete each definition.












	 
	stolid
	bide
	devoid
	simultaneous
	compels



	 
	parasol
	retaliate
	resolute
	compunction
	derange






1.  To be untouched by or destitute is to be ______________________.

2.  To get even is to ____________________.

3.  To be firmly resolved or determined is to be ____________________.

4.  A feeling of uneasiness is a _______________

5.  To _________________ one’s time is to wait for a favorable opportunity.

6.  To throw into disorder is to _________________ something.

7.  If one __________________ another person to do something, that person is forced to do it.

8.  The word ____________ sounds like the word solid, but it means unemotional.

9.  The word ___________ means occurring or operating at the same time.

10.  An umbrella is a ____________.
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Act Two, Scene 2


1.  Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.










	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Annie insisted that Helen eat with a fork.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	The only “Sullivan” that Aunt Ev heard of was the boxer, John L. Sullivan.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Viney surprisingly referred to Helen as “the angel of the family”.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	After Annie releases Helen from the dining room, the girl took refuge with her mother.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Viney’s two children were disinterested in what was going on between Annie and Helen in this scene.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Helen seems quite concerned when her mother begins weeping at the end of this scene.






2.  Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.









	 
	 
	 a)
	For her second plate of food, Annie insists that Helen eat with a proper utensil.



	 
	 
	 b)
	Annie insists that Helen remain seated.



	 
	 
	 c)
	Annie removes the plates from the table.



	 
	 
	 d)
	Helen spits a mouthful of food at Annie.



	 
	 
	 e)
	Annie slaps Helen after being pinched.



	 
	 
	 f)
	Helen finds her plate and wolfs down her first plate of food.
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Act Two, Scene 2

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  Do you think Annie should have slapped Helen? Explain your answer.

 

 

2.  Why do you think Annie persists in keeping Helen in her chair?

 

 

 

3.  Why do you think Annie considered it so important that Helen eat with a proper utensil?

 

 

4.  Who was Kate proud to claim as a cousin of the Kellers?

 

 

 

5.  What three accomplishments did Annie report that Helen had done?

 

 

 

6.  Why do you think Kate was overcome with emotion at the end of this scene?
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	Annie and Helen engage in a ferocious battle of wills in this scene. Think of a time when you (or someone you know) was involved in a battle of wills. Describe what happened.
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Act Two, Scene 3

The first paragraph in this scene begins, Upstairs Annie enters the room, closes the door, and stands back against it… It ends with the paragraph beginning, (Kate squeezes her fist, squeezes it hard, and hastens out after Keller.)

1.  Annie makes the statement “All’s fair in love and war.” Do you agree with this statement? Support your answer.

 

 

2.  Annie’s childhood was filled with hardship. Which of the following do you think would be the most difficult to be deprived of: material goods (other than essentials), parents and friends, a nice home, or security? Explain the reason for your selection.

 

 


[image: Images]












	 
	Circle the correct word that matches the meaning of the underlined word.



	 
	1.
	She found the police report to be quite factual.



	 
	 
	a) unnecessary
	b) accurate
	c) sympathetic
	d) objectionable



	 
	2.
	Susan was most ineffectual as a crossing guard.



	 
	 
	a) unsuccessful
	b) effective
	c) expensive
	d) playful



	 
	3.
	My niece was a most impertinent little girl.



	 
	 
	a) deceitful
	b) patient
	c) generous
	d) sassy



	 
	4.
	I won’t even contemplate performing the task until I am paid.



	 
	 
	a) start
	b) sanction
	c) consider
	d) benefit



	 
	5.
	My great aunt is a very frivolous person.



	 
	 
	a) flighty
	b) generous
	c) talented
	d) obedient



	 
	6.
	The teacher often presented his lessons in parables.



	 
	 
	a) auditoriums
	b) audio
	c) visual
	d) stories
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Act Two, Scene 3

1.  Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

a)   The scene opens with Annie reading the _______________ Report.

b)   Annie mentions that _______________ hurt her eyes.

c)   Annie accused the Kellers of keeping Helen like a _______________.

d)   Before Annie’s arrival, the Kellers spoke of putting Helen into an _______________.

e)   Annie suggested that she and Helen move to the _______________ house.

f)   It was agreed that the boy, _______________, would stay with Helen and Annie and run errands for them.








	
2.

	Use the words in the box to answer each question.




	 
	










	underestimated
	country
	everything
	water
	almshouse
	love








	 
	






	 
	a)
	When Helen was only six months old she knew what this word meant.



	 
	b)
	Annie felt this was Helen’s worst handicap ________________.



	 
	c)
	Annie felt that Helen must learn to depend on her for _______________.



	 
	d)
	Annie informed the Kellers that she had grown up in the state _______________.



	 
	e)
	Annie was under the impression that members of the Keller family _______________ Helen.



	 
	f)
	Keller tried to make allowances for Annie because of the part
of the ____________ she came from.
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Act Two, Scene 3

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  Why do you think Annie keeps hearing her brother Jimmie’s voice?

 

 

2.  Who was it that told Annie about the school for the deaf and blind?

 

 

3.  Why didn’t Jimmie accompany her to the school?

 

 

4.  What did Keller fear might happen to Helen because of Annie’s efforts?

 

 

5.  Why do you think Kate refused to give Annie her notice?

 

 

6.  What change in living arrangements does Annie recommend?
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	Annie’s description of the asylum in which she grew up was quite horrifying. What in particular did you find disturbing? Please explain why.
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Act Two, Scene 4

This scene begins with the paragraph, The lights dim into a cool silhouette scene around her, the lamp paling out… It ends with the conclusion of Act II.

1.  To consider: What do you think would characterize a person who serves for a few years in the army and insists that people call him by his army rank for the remainder of his life (i.e. Captain Keller)?

 

 

 

2.  You be the psychiatrist: Why do you think Annie is so haunted by her younger brother Jimmie?

 

 

 


[image: Images]

Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure that the meaning of each word is clear in your sentence.



	silhouette 




	conspicuously 




	curt 




	recommences 




	abrupt 




	evade 




	simultaneous 




	paroxysm 




	incarnate 
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Act Two, Scene 4

1.  Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

As the scene opens, Annie is in the [image: Images] house, where Viney and others are carrying [image: Images] into the little building. Annie tells James that Helen has an [image: Images] to know. James, however, urges Annie to let Helen [image: Images].

When the Kellers arrive with Helen, they tell Annie that they went for a [image: Images] hour ride in the [image: Images], so Helen wouldn’t know where she was. Just before leaving Helen with Annie, [image: Images] asks Annie to be good to Helen. When Helen couldn’t find her mother, she flew into a [image: Images] and tried to destroy everything she could lay her hands on.

Back at the Kellers’ house, the Captain and [image: Images] get into a heated argument. The Captain is accused of forgetting everything when he forgot James’ [image: Images]. Kate suggested to her husband that he treated James as hard as he did [image: Images].

Meanwhile Annie is determined not to show either Helen or herself any [image: Images]. She gets [image: Images] to make his presence known to Helen. He does, and Helen is delighted. Helen then spells [image: Images] into Percy’s hand. When Annie attempts to teach Percy the word [image: Images], Helen butts in. The scene concludes with Annie holding the [image: Images], singing, “Momma’s gonna buy you a [image: Images].”

2.   Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:







	







	a)
	Annie compares the garden house to:



	 
	______
	A
	a doll’s house



	 
	______
	B
	a coach house



	 
	______
	C
	a tree house



	 
	______
	D
	a fortress



	








	b)
	Annie’s idea of the original sin is:



	 
	______
	A
	greed



	 
	______
	B
	being disloyal



	 
	______
	C
	selfishness



	 
	______
	D
	giving up






	








	c)
	Keller thought that James needed to learn:



	 
	______
	A
	good work habits



	 
	______
	B
	loyalty



	 
	______
	C
	respect



	 
	______
	D
	manners




	







	d)
	“Smoked glasses” today are called:



	 
	______
	A
	welding glasses



	 
	______
	B
	sunglasses



	 
	______
	C
	smoked sausage



	 
	______
	D
	reading glasses
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Act Two, Scene 4

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  How do you think Keller and James might resolve their differences?

 

 

2.  How did Kate feel when she left Helen alone with Annie?

 

 

3.  Why did Annie enlist Percy’s help in this scene?

 

 

4.  How does Helen react when she realizes she has been left with Annie? Why do you suppose she reacted in this manner?

 

 

5.  What is James really telling his dad when he says to him: That enables her (Annie) to get anything she wants out of you? When I can’t.”

 

 

6.  What huge breakthrough do you think Annie needs in teaching Helen?
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	James is very unhappy with his father in this scene. Imagine what James would record in his journal at the end of this day if he were to describe his feelings. Take on the character of Helen’s brother, and write an entry in your journal outlining how you do feel about Captain Keller – and why you feel this way.
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Act Three, Scene 1

This scene goes from the start of Act III to the paragraph beginning with the sentence, Annie lifts Helen to her feet, with a turn, and gives her a little push.

1.  At the beginning of Act III, Annie becomes overwhelmed with the task of bringing meaning to the words she is teaching Helen. Her two weeks in the garden house are drawing to a close. Can you suggest a new strategy Annie might try in reaching her goal with Helen?

 

 

 

2.  Dale Carnegie said, “Discouragement and failure are two of the secret stepping stones to success”. Do you think this thought might be an encouragement to Annie at this time? Please explain your answer.

 

 

 


[image: Images]










	In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word which does not belong. Then write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.



	1.
	diminished
	faded
	reduced
	ravished



	2.
	oblivious
	distracted
	comely
	inattentive



	3.
	imaginative
	constant
	ceaseless
	interminable



	4.
	haggard
	exhausted
	careworn
	stationery



	5.
	indignant
	disseminated
	provoked
	angry
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Act Three, Scene 1










	1.

	Put a check mark ([image: Images]) next to the answer that is most correct.




	 
	a)
	Annie compares Helen’s growth to:



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	the budding of a springtime flower



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	the rising of the sun



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	a chick coming out of its shell



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	D
	the death of a dark star



	 
	b)
	James says of Helen’s absence that he never knew it could be so:



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	noiseless



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	frustrating



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	uninteresting



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	D
	wonderful



	 
	c)
	When apologizing to Kate, James says that when he opens his mouth, ___ jump out.



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	regrets



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	curses



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	errors



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	D
	frogs



	 
	d)
	What word was Annie looking up in the dictionary?



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	disciple



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	discipline



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	disjointed



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	D
	dishonorable



	 
	e)
	After two weeks, Helen had learned ___ nouns and ___ verbs.



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	4 and 16



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	30 and 10



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	18 and 3



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	D
	102 and 39
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Act Three, Scene 1

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  What do you think Captain Keller meant when he told James: “You’ll learn, we don’t just keep our children safe. They keep us safe.”

 

 

2.  How are there two ways in which James might have taken his father’s statement: “And another is disappointment. In a child”?

 

 

3.  What advice does Kate give to James with regard to his relationship with his father?

 

 

4.  Why do you think it was so important to Annie that Helen be able to attach meaning to the words she was learning?

 

 

5.  Why was it so important that Kate learn to spell with her fingers?

 

 

6.  What did Annie request of the Kellers on the last day of the two weeks in the garden house?
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	Have you (or a friend) ever had an experience like Annie’s – where you felt like you had gotten in over your head and were about to fail at something? In your journal describe the circumstances and how the experience made you feel.
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Act Three, Scene 2

“The Miracle Worker - Act 3, Scene 2 begins with the sentence, “Annie is now alone on the Stage.” It ends with the conclusion of Scene 2.”

1.  What is meant by the climax of a story? When does it usually occur in a novel or play?

 

 

 

2.  Predict what you think might happen when Helen is returned to the Keller household.

 

 

 

[image: Images]

Choose a word from the list that means the same as the underlined word.












	 
	imperious
	relinquish
	consummate
	aversion
	indulge



	 
	trepidation
	obliged
	deprivation
	genial
	impassive






1.  The butler was the most aloof person I have ever met.

2.  Don’t feel compelled to go to the party.

3.  The Kellers tend to coddle Helen too much.

4.  My uncle was a most agreeable man.

5.  Molly has a real dislike for housework.

6.  I have a fear of spiders and snakes.

7.  He was a complete professional when it came to public performances.

8.  She was so arrogant, one might think she was related to royalty.

9.  During the drought, most towns experienced a lack of water.

10. Romeo was forced to give up his freedoms.
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Act Three, Scene 2


1.  Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.










	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Aunt Ev was the only one to take Annie’s side when Helen began acting up at the table.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Helen removed the keys to the front and back doors of the house and gave them to Kate.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Half-jokingly, James referred to Helen as “general”.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	When Captain Keller angrily left the table to go after Annie, it was Kate who bravely interceded by putting her chair in her husband’s way.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Annie took Helen out to the pump because she wanted her to refill the pitcher.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Surprisingly, Helen was not at all excited when she finally discovered the meaning of the word “water”.






2.  Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.









	 
	 
	 a)
	When James says grace at dinner, he quotes from the story of Jacob wrestling the angel.



	 
	 
	 b)
	Helen begins dropping her napkin on the floor – testing her family and Annie.



	 
	 
	 c)
	The Kellers allow Annie to discipline Helen after the napkin incident at the dinner table.



	 
	 
	 d)
	Annie receives her first month’s salary from Keller.



	 
	 
	 e)
	Helen is pleased to be back with her familiar surroundings in the family room.



	 
	 
	 f)
	Annie asks Captain Keller not to undo what she has accomplished with Helen.
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Act Three, Scene 2

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  What do you think Annie means when she says, “I think God must owe me a resurrection?”

 

 

2.  What might the following statement reveal about Annie’s present spiritual state of mind: “Why doesn’t God pay His debts each month?”

 

 

3.  What event from Helen’s past made it possible for her to realize what “water” was?

 

 

4.  What event in this particular scene went a long way to resolving the difficulties between James and his father? Why do you think this event had such an effect on both men?

 

 

5.  Do you think it is realistic for someone to remember something they said when they were only six months old (i.e. Helen – wah-wah)? Speak to one or two adults about this issue to get their opinion.

 

 

6.  Who was your favorite character in the play? Why?
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	What did you think of the play’s concluding scene? Was it realistic and satisfying? Compose a final journal entry giving your impression of this conclusion.
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Act 1, Scenes 1 & 2

A Letter Home

Soon after arriving at the Kellers, Annie decides to write a letter to Mr. Anagnos and the children of her old school. In her letter she plans to thank them for the gifts and bring them up to date on her trip, the Keller homestead, and members of the family, and most especially about her new student, Helen. Your task is to write this letter on Helen’s behalf. You will have to decide how much you should tell them about Helen’s behavior and some of your concerns in this regard. You might conclude your letter with a word of thanks to Mr. Anagnos for his past support, and to the children – encouraging them to continue their studies.

 







	 
	[image: Images]




Act 1, Scenes 3 & 4

Limerick

A limerick is a five-line poem, originally popularized in English by Edward Lear. Some people say that the limerick was invented by soldiers returning from France to the Irish town of Limerick in the 1700’s. Limericks are frequently witty or humorous. A limerick is written with one couplet and one triplet. The rhyme pattern is a a b b a with lines 1, 2 and 5 containing 3 beats and rhyming, and lines 3 and 4 having two beats and rhyming.


The following is a limerick written by Edward Lear:

There was an Old Man of Aôsta,
Who possessed a large Cow, but he lost her;
But they said, ‘Don’t you see,
she has rushed up a tree?
You invidious Old Man of Aôsta



Now try your hand at writing a limerick using the events of Act 1 for inspiration. Some suggestions for topics: being locked in a room; learning something new; meeting new people; dealing with an unruly child; taking on a challenging responsibility; moving to a new town.
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Act 2, Scenes 1 & 2


A Comic Strip

This activity is especially for students with an artistic flair or who love comic books! It can be done for events included in Act 2 or for Acts 1 & 2. The first step is to decide on the length of your comic strip (6 to 12 frames is suggested); next consider what events you will include. The student may wish to highlight a brief incident (i.e. The confrontation between Annie and Helen at breakfast), or encompass the highlights of the play to this point. You may even want to provide an alternate ending to your scene!

A quick sketch of the comic strip can first be accomplished in a storyboard format before a final, good copy is attempted. The strip should include a title, dialog, and color. It should be neat and imaginative.
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Act 2, Scenes 3 & 4

Ivy Green

Playwright William Gibson’s epic drama, “The Miracle Worker” is performed on the grounds of Ivy Green (the Kellers’ homestead) each summer. Imagine that your school is considering Ivy Green as a field trip for this year’s graduating class. Investigate the particulars of this location by going on to the Ivy Green website http://www.helenkellerbirthplace.org/index.html

From the information found on this website (and other sources) prepare a brief report to the Field Trip Committee for their consideration. You report might consider the following:


•  location of Ivy Green and the distance to your school

•  dates of performances

•  cost/need for reservations?

•  attractions available

•  local accommodations



The conclusion of your report should include a summary statement stating why you think such a trip would be so valuable an educational experience – or reasons why it shouldn’t be considered for a field trip.
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Act 3, Scene 1


The Interview

You are the editor of a newspaper in Tuscumbia, Alabama – near the Kellers’ home, Ivy Green. You have heard the exciting story about how Annie Sullivan is teaching her young blind and deaf student, Helen Keller, how to communicate. You arrange to meet with Annie Sullivan to do an interview for the next edition of your weekly newspaper.

Prepare at least seven penetrating questions to ask Annie about how she was able to make such ground-breaking inroads with her young student. Annie’s answers to your questions should reveal something of her extraordinary character, and perhaps details of her difficult past that helped prepare her for succeeding at such a difficult task.
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Act 3, Scene 2


Critical Review!

Your assignment is to write a brief review of The Miracle Worker for posting on a website such as www.amazon.com. This review can be about the play itself, or a performance of the play that you have seen (either a live theatrical performance, or a movie version). This is an opportunity to share your opinion of the play with other young people who are deciding whether to read the play or not.

Your review should be at least two paragraphs in length. One paragraph should briefly describe the plot (without giving away the ending). The second paragraph should give your impression of the play.

When writing your impression, try to include one favorable comment and one suggestion as to how the play might be improved.











	[image: Images]
	[image: Images]




Word Search Puzzle

Find the 16 words from the Word Box in the Word Search Puzzle. The words are in a straight line, but can be forwards, backwards, or even diagonal.










	appeal
	dignity
	lament
	stethoscope



	bide
	dismay
	obliged
	stolid



	compel
	imp
	paroxysm
	wry



	contempt
	inarticulate
	respond
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Comprehension Quiz








	Answer each question in a complete sentence.
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	1.
	What caused Helen’s blindness and deafness?
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	2.
	According to Kate, what was the cause of Helen’s rages?
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	3.
	What was unusual about the school from which Annie Sullivan graduated?
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	4.
	Why was Kate so concerned about hiring Annie to be Helen’s teacher when they first met at the train station?
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	5.
	What two members of the Keller family were not getting along very well?
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	6.
	What present did the children of Annie’s school give to Annie and to Helen?
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	7.
	Where had Annie grown up and with what member of her family did she spend this time with?
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SUBTOTAL:  /14
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Comprehension Quiz








	8.
	Where did Annie insist that she and Helen be moved to in isolation from the Keller family – and for how long?
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	9.
	During Annie’s first encounter with Helen, what did Helen steal from her, and what were the consequences?
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	10.
	Describe how Annie was planning to teach Helen to communicate.
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	11.
	How did the Kellers provide Annie with her biggest obstacle in teaching Helen?
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	12.
	Describe what it was that haunted Annie?
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	13.
	Describe how Annie finally got through to Helen with the meaning of a word.
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	14.
	Before teaching her the meaning of words, what did Annie have to teach Helen that the Kellers had not?
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SUBTOTAL:  /14












	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. indulgent

2. vitality

3. crescendo

4. protruding

5. insistent

6. frantic

7. bizarre

8. impudence

9. deprived

10. perturbed


	
   1.   

a)  [image: image]  B

b)  [image: image]  C

c)  [image: image]  B

d)  [image: image]  D

e)  [image: image]  A


	
   1.   

He was in the newspaper business.

   2.   

Answers will vary. She was attractive, vivacious, obviously blind with very wild behavior.

   3.   

Answers will vary. She probably was frustrated because she was unable to talk.

   4.   

They had tried so many doctors in the past with no results.

   5.   

He is resentful about his father’s domineering manner.

   6.   

Answers will vary. She couldn’t see the results of her actions.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1 stubborn

2. depressed

3. bewail

4. piece

5. inconspicuous

6. unfriendly

7. disappointment

8. meet

9. lean

10. feel

11. redirect

12. clear


	
   1.   

a.    T 

b.    F 

c.    T 

d.    F 

e.    F 

f.    T 

   2.   

a) 2

b) 5

c) 1

d) 6

e) 3

f) 4
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   1.   

Ignorant, opinionated.

   2.   

She was like a “drowned rat”.

   3.   

Independence.

   4.   

Her train ticket to the Kellers.

   5.   

Her brother, Jimmie.

   6.   

A beautiful doll.





	
11

	
12

	
13

	
14

	
15

	
16
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. disarray

2. appraisal

3. desiccated

4. simultaneous

5. pinafore

6. endeavor

7. peculiar

8. commence

9. unpitying

10. intentional


	
   1.   

a) two

b) nine

c) eggs

d) Ivy Green

e) Belle

   2.   

a) spinster

b) governess

c) confidence

d) tenth

e) language


	
   1.   

Answers may vary. She wants to meet Kate’s approval because she wants so much to succeed with Helen.

   2.   

To start work with Helen.

   3.   

She is well-read, she is young, she has been blind.

   4.   

He had the same name as her brother. Good omen?

   5.   

She had something in it for Helen

   6.   

His relationship with his father.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Across

2. deaf

4. alphabet

7. from

9. Inconvenience

11. for

12. sell

13. yank

17. nap

18. Helen

20. oj

22. imitate

24. avert

25. contentment

27. trudge

28. frown

Down

1. able

2. discard

3. forefinger

4. Annie

5. poorly

6. think

8. mirror

10. Viney

12. Spanish

14. atom

15. knot

16. repeat

19. bonnet

21. James

23. stern

26. nod


	
   1.   

a. suitcase

b. shawl c. bonnet

d. glasses

e. doll

f. alphabet

g. Helen

h. doll

i. monks

j. cake

k. mouth l. key

m. well

n. ladder


	
   1.   

Probably because of past disappointments.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

   3.   

Answers will vary.

   4.   

Being successful at communicating the meaning of words.

   5.   

To help us better understand Annie.

   6.   
 
Helen almost took his kneecap off earlier.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. a)

2. b)

3. c)

4. d)

5. c)

6. b)

7. a)


	
   1.   

a)  [image: image]  A

b)  [image: image]  D

c)  [image: image]  C

d)  [image: image]  A

e)  [image: image]  B


	
   1.   

Keep out of trouble with the Kellers.

   2.   

She has to make the connection between the word and its meaning.

   3.   

She felt she was being rewarded for her bad behavior.

   4.   

Admit when someone is right, even if you might not completely agree with them.

   5.   

She knows that bringing discipline into Helen’s life needs to start somewhere.

   6.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. devoid

2. retaliate

3. resolute

4. compunction

5. bide

6. derange

7. compels

8. stolid

9. simultaneous

10. parasol


	
   1.   

a.    F 

b.    T 

c.    F 

d.    T 

e.    F 

f.    T 

   2.   

a) 5

b) 3

c) 1

d) 6

e) 2

f) 4
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

It is a battle of wills that Annie must win if she is to teach Helen anything.

   3.   

Answers will vary. Probably to instill rules and discipline in her.

   4.   

General Robert E. Lee.

   5.   

She ate from her own plate; with a spoon; and folded her napkin.

   6.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. Perhaps after so long, she sees some hope for Helen.)
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

Vocabulary

1. b

2. a

3. d

4. c

5. a

6. d


	
   1.   

a) Perkins

b) light

c) pet

d) asylum

e) garden

f) Percy

   2.   

a) water

b) love

c) everything

d) almshouse

e) under-estimated

f) country


	
   1.   

Answers will vary. Unresolved guilt?

   2.   

The crones.

   3.   

He died.

   4.   

She will end up in an asylum.

   5.   

She knew in her heart that Annie’s methods were worth a try.

   6.   

That she and Helen go to live in the garden house.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

a) garden

b) furniture

c) appetite d) be

e) two

f) country

g) Kate

h) rage



i) James

j) mother

k) Helen

l) pity

m) Percy

n) cake

o) doll

p) mocking-bird

   2.   

a) A         b) D

c) C         d) B


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Very vulnerable and fearful for Helen.

   3.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. to reach Helen, because she liked Percy.)

   4.   

She is very upset. With Annie, she can’t get her own way all the time.

   5.   
 
Captain Keller treats everyone else better than he does his own son.

   6.   

She has to make the connection between the word being spelled and the object of attention.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Reasons will vary.

1. d)

2. c)

3. a)

4. d)

5. b)


	
   1.   

a)  [image: image]  C

b)  [image: image]  A

c)  [image: image]  D

d)  [image: image]  B

e)  [image: image]  C


	
   1.   

Answers will vary (i.e. Much of a parent’s identity is wrapped up in their children.)

   2.   

He could have been speaking about Helen or himself (James).

   3.   

“Stand up to the world, James, that comes first.

   4.   

Only then could she communicate effectively.

   5.   

When Helen did learn to communicate this way, Kate will want to be a part of the process.

   6.   
 
More time with Helen in the garden house.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. impassive

2. obliged

3. indulge

4. genial

5. aversion

6. trepidation

7. consummate

8. imperious

9. deprivation

10. relinquish


	
   1.   

a.    F 

b.    T 

c.    T 

d.    F 

e.    T 

f.    F 

   2.   

a) 4

b) 5

c) 6

d) 1

e) 3

f) 2
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   1.   

Answers will vary. (i.e. So much bad has happened in her life, she feels God owes her one.)

   2.   

She might feel that God is not being fair to her.

   3.   

As a young child, she knew the meaning of the word, “water”.

   4.   

When James stood up to his father and Keller backed down. Answers will vary.

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   
 
Answers will vary.
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Word Search Puzzle Answers
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   1.   

A fever.

   2.   

Helen wanted to talk.

   3.   

It was a school for blind children.

   4.   

Annie was so young.

   5.   

Captain Keller and James.

   6.   

Smoked glasses and a doll.

   7.   
 
In an almshouse (asylum) with her brother, Jimmie.


	
   8.   

To the garden house for two weeks.

   9.   

She stole the key to her bedroom and locked her in the room

   10.   

Through a “hand alphabet” for the blind and deaf.

   11.   

They spoiled her and provided no discipline.

   12.   

Memories of her dead brother, Jimmie, and the years they spent in the almshouse.

   13.   

She was spelling “water” to her as they drew water from the pump, and Helen remembered the word from her childhood.

   14.   

Discipline.
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46
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this particular assignment. The Five W’s is a helpful device used by
newspaper reporters to help capture the |mporionl elemenis of an
interesting story. Using the particular incident you the
following chart filling in the details for each of the Flve W'

What happened?

Why did it happen?

When did it happen?

Where did it happen?
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‘and Helen Keller
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