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Assessment Rubric
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The Red Pony









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	• Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	• Demonstrates a basic understanding of the novel

	• Demonstrates a good understanding of the novel

	• Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	Content

•   information and details relevant to focus

	• Elements incomplete; key details missing

	• Some elements complete; details missing

	• All required elements completed; key details contain some description

	• All required elements completed; enough description for clarity




	Style

•   effective word choice and originality

•   precise language

	• Little variety in word choice.
• Language vague and imprecise

	• Some variety in word choice.
• Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	• Good variety in word choice.
• Language precise and quite descriptive

	• Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language.




	Conventions

•   spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	• Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	• Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	• Some errors in convention

	• Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

This study guide is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. The guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed. One advantage to this approach to the study of this novel is that the student can work at his/her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities which match the student’s abilities.

The study guide generally divides the novel by chapter parts and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include coming of age, parental relationships, aging, role models, and the acceptance of responsibilities. The Red Pony provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion because of its vivid portrayal of ten year-old Jody Tiflin’s traumatic coming of age.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of our resource. For each chapter or group of chapters there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. (See page 6 for suggestions on using the Graphic Organizers.) The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

Our resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with our Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in our Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of The Red Pony. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	DESCRIBING WHEEL



	Using a Describing Wheel, students are given the opportunity to expand their thinking and knowledge of a particular topic addressed in this novel. They are asked to select one topic of interest and place it on the inner wheel of the diagram (i.e. horses, California, ranches). Following this they are asked to consider describing words about the topic, which they are to enter between the spokes. Found on Page 53.













	OBSERVATION CHART
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	The Red Pony is a novel filled with a myriad of sights and sounds (as well as stimulants for the other three senses as well). Students are asked to look back over the novel and get as many examples of the five senses as possible, then list them in the accompanying chart with a brief descriptor about where each was found. Students may wish to choose one scene to elicit their examples or include a number of different scenes. Found on Page 54.
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	THE FIVE W’S CHART



	Students are asked to choose a major event from the novel. This can be from any of the four chapters. They are then asked to complete the accompanying chart with the appropriate details. This should include, What happened? Who was there? Why did it happen? When did it happen? Where did it happen? Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.






Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in our resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of application, analysis, synthesis and evaluation, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

Our Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, our resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest, creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This novel can be approached in many ways. First, it can be tackled as a whole-class shared reading where all students have a copy of the text to follow along with as the teacher reads aloud. This provides for modeling of fluency and expression and makes the text accessible to all learners as the teacher supports students through the decoding and comprehension of the text.

The novel can also be used as one of several different books assigned to ability groups and read in a guided reading setting. The other novels could have similar themes or could be part of an author study. This way, all readers are reading text at their instructional level rather than being frustrated by inaccessible text.

The activities and questions provided in our Literature Kit™ can be used “as is” or modified to suit your needs. For example, the BEFORE YOU READ questions can be done as a whole class discussion, applying strategies such as “Think, Pair, Share” to increase student participation and accountability.

Part A of the AFTER YOU READ activities can be used as a quick check for basic understanding and to inform the teacher about which students are in need of further support or remediation. Part B of the AFTER YOU READ activities provide more depth and challenge. Providing appropriate explicit teaching and scaffolding of the terms, elements and skills has occurred, students could complete Part B independently. Or, careful selection and reorganization of the activities could effectively meet the needs of small reading groups based upon reading strengths and needs.

Most importantly, regardless how teachers choose to implement these activities, modeling, direct instruction and the opportunity for guided practice before independent work is assigned is critical if student comprehension, performance and particularly enjoyment of reading is to be enhanced.
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Summary of the Story

In Steinbeck’s novel, The Red Pony, the author recalls four loosely connected episodes from his own childhood, weaving them together into an unforgettable classic.

Growing up on a remote ranch in California, ten-year-old Jody Tiflin’s life is forever changed when his father gives him a beautiful red pony. With the help of his father’s hired hand, Billy Buck, Jody commits himself whole-heartedly to the raising of this wonderful colt. When the colt grows ill and dies, Jody’s world is shattered, as is his faith in Billy Buck, who had assured the boy that the pony would recover.

A short time later the Tiflin ranch is visited by an old Mexican man who demands that he be allowed to die in the place where he was born. Ever longingly watching the nearby “great mountains”, the old man gets up one morning and disappears into the mountains surrounding the Tiflin ranch. To help him get over the death of the red pony, Jody’s father promises him a colt which will soon be born to their mare, Nellie. Jody eagerly awaits the birth of the colt, but when the time comes the delivery ends in tragedy for Nellie, whom Billy Buck is forced to kill so that the colt might be born.

In the final chapter, the family is disrupted when Jody’s elderly grandfather comes to stay for awhile. The old man loves to tell of his first trip west when he led a wagon train to the Pacific coast. Jody’s father does not share the old man’s enthusiasm for the familiar story, and his presence causes a good deal of stress in the household. To Jody, however, the old man is something of a comfort and seems to bring an element of peace to Jody’s troubled soul. The stories weave together in effortless fashion, chronicling the coming of age story of young Jody Tiflin.

Suggestions for Further Reading
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	OTHER BOOKS BY JOHN STEINBECK
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	The Grapes of Wrath © 1939.
Of Mice and Men © 1937.
The Pearl © 1947.
East of Eden © 1952.
Cannery Row © 1945.
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	OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
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	Black Beauty, Anna Sewell, © 1877
The Black Stallion, Walter Farley © 1941
Smoky the Cow Horse, Will James, © 1927
Where the Red Fern Grows, Wilson Rawls © 1961
The Dog Who Wouldn’t Be, Farley Mowat, © 1957
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Vocabulary


CHAPTER 1, PART 1

• gird • conceal • vicinity • fabric • protruded • chambray • withdrew • ridiculous • sauntered • discipline • contemplated • deliberate • frenzy • geranium • cartridge • protest • hamper • interrupt • decent • scald




CHAPTER 1, PART 2

• irritable • respectfully • curry • disparage • hackamore • admiration • instinctive • miraculous • equality • cypress • collapse • halter • auction • headstall • ember • riata • cayuse • paralysed • fatigue • extend




CHAPTER 1, PART 3

• fallible • contemplate • coddle • submit • pivot • quiver • exposure • lacquer • disgrace • reproach • cinch • rambunctious • chainlet • bridle • girth • dog-trot • forelock • miserably • assurance • contempt




CHAPTER 1, PART 4

• bunkhouse • disgrace • provocative • incensed • pneumonia • mechanical • whet • callus • forelock • taut • insist • emerge • shriek • quartz • solemn • convulsively • detached • impersonal • wearily • swab




CHAPTER 2, PART 1

• strenuous • intent • perspective • potential • despair • imperturbable • disembowel • sidle • confront • potential • ferocious • crease • clodhopper • repose • hesitate • inflexible • fascinate • shyness • indicate • colander




CHAPTER 2, PART 2

• caressed • intricate • profound • irresistible • response • fragile • diffident • misery • relent • rebuked • probe • pasture • paisano • ponder • rapier • lamplight • jerkiness • smolder • resentful • quail




CHAPTER 3, PART 1

• phantom • restive • conscientious • nonchalant • unprecedented • epaulets • thorny • deposit • evaporate • clabbered • conscience • construed • paternal • restrain • haltered • scabbard • complacent • delicate • baler • gelding




CHAPTER 3, PART 2

• soothe • glorious • preliminary • axis • desolation • frantically • penetrate • hoarse • diagnosis • flanks • halter • soothe • eliminate • bandit • trough • gobbled • coyote • approval • denim • sternly




CHAPTER 4, PART 1

• security • moisture • discharge • disaster • permission • contemptuously • dismount • relent • judiciously • elaborate • occasionally • fascination • irritably • cleft • rancour • gaiter • convene • broadcloth • sidled • granite




CHAPTER 4, PART 2

• philosophical • infinitely • disconsolate • retract • narrative • piteous • dirge • apprehension • irritated • staunchness • tonal • expression • ceased • ceremony • flail • porch • westering • mimicked • centipede • marshaling
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John Steinbeck (1902-1968)

John Steinbeck, one of America’s most famous and talented writers, was born in Salinas, California on February 27, 1902.
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Growing up, he spent his summers working on nearby ranches and cultivated a love of reading which was encouraged by his mother.

John graduated from Salinas High School in 1919 and attended Stanford University for a time. He moved to New York to pursue his dream of writing, but returned a short time later, unable to get any of his work published. Steinbeck’s first novel, Cup of Gold was published in 1929, when he was 27 years old. The Red Pony was Steinbeck’s third novel to be published (1933), and recounted events from his childhood. Two years later the novel Tortilla Flat was published, marking Steinbeck’s first critical success. This novel won him the prestigious California Commonwealth Club’s Gold Medal. His next three novels were perhaps his most famous, and all were set in California during the Great Depression: In Dubious Battle, Of Mice and Men, and The Grapes of Wrath. The stage adaptation of Of Mice and Men was a smash hit, starring Broderick Crawford. In 1939 Of Mice and Men was also made into a popular Hollywood movie. The Grapes of Wrath is considered by many to be Steinbeck’s finest work and won him the Pulitzer Prize. It was also made into an acclaimed movie starring Henry Fonda.

Steinbeck was married three times and had two sons (Thomas and John) by his second wife, Gwyn Conger. During World War Two Steinbeck served as a war correspondent and actually took part in a number of commando raids against German-held islands in the Mediterranean. After the war he continued to write, including the film script Viva Zapata! starring Marlon Brando.

In 1962 Steinbeck won the Nobel Prize for Literature and in 1964 the United States Medal of Freedom. He died on December 20, 1968 in New York.
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•  Steinbeck’s book The Grapes of Wrath was banned in America for a time. Can you research and find out why?

•  During World War II, Steinbeck was a war correspondent for the New York Herald Tribune.

•  When Steinbeck was young, he shared a pony named Jill (the Red Pony) with his younger sister Mary.
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Chapter One, Part One

Part 1 takes us from the beginning of Chapter One to the paragraph that starts “When the triangle sounded...”

[image: Images]

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.   Have you ever had to wait anxiously for an important event to happen? Describe how it felt to wait for something when it seems as if the day will never get there.

 

 

2.   What would be really great about living on a farm? What do you think probably wouldn’t be enjoyable about farm life?
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word.













	gird
	conceal
	vicinity
	fabric
	protruded



	ridiculous
	sauntered
	discipline
	contemplated
	deliberate













	 
	1.
	The swelling from the bump on his head bulged out from his tangled blond hair.



	 
	2.
	She considered the question most carefully.



	 
	3.
	It was a purposeful attempt to injure.



	 
	4.
	The young puppy has absolutely no self-control.



	 
	5.
	The cowboy ambled over to the picnic table and helped himself.



	 
	6.
	Did my aunt try to hide the present from you?



	 
	7.
	She tried to bind the piece of cloth to her outfit.



	 
	8.
	It is ludicrous to think that he might win the race.



	 
	9.
	The burglar was in the area of the break-in.



	 
	10.
	The material the seamstress used to make the curtain was cheap.
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Chapter One, Part One
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1.   Put a check mark ([image: Images]) next to the answer that is most correct.









	a)
	Billy Buck worked as a:
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	A
	chauffeur
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	B
	ranch hand
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	C
	butler
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	D
	gardener



	b)
	Who was the disciplinarian in the Tiflin family?
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	A
	Billy Buck
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	B
	Jody’s mom
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	C
	Carl Tiflin
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	D
	no one



	c)
	The two dogs belonging to the Tiflins were called:
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	A
	Snoopy and the Red Baron
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	B
	Doubletree Mutt and Smasher
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	C
	Old Joe and Yeller
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	D
	Sampson and Baker Boy



	d)
	Nearly all of Jody’s dad’s presents were given with:
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	A
	his love
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	B
	his blessings
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	C
	a sum of money
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	D
	reservations



	e)
	Jody thought that in the morning his father might need him to help:
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	A
	kill a pig
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	B
	pick apples
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	C
	go to town with him and Billy Buck
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	D
	weed the vegetable garden
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Chapter One, Part One
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Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.

1.   Write a brief sentence to describe each of the following characters. You may wish to describe their appearance or personality.







	
	a) Jody




	
	 



	
	b) Jody’s dad




	
	 



	
	c) Jody’s mum




	
	 



	
	d) Billy Buck




	
	 




2.   Investigate: the town of Salinas is mentioned in this Chapter. Salinas is only about an hour’s drive from what major city in California? (Three possible answers are acceptable.)

 

 

3.   Why were Jody’s dad and Billy Buck going to Salinas?

 

 

4.   This section ends on a note of suspense. This is a literacy device called a cliffhanger. Predict what you think awaits Jody in the morning?
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	Of the entire farm animals mentioned in this part of Chapter One, which would you most like to have for a pet? Explain why.
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Chapter One, Part Two

This section begins with the paragraph that starts, “When the triangle sounded...” and ends with the paragraph beginning, “Jody rushed for the harness room...”


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.   Not everyone is as fortunate as Jody is in this chapter when he is given a pony by his parents. Would it be practical for you to receive a pony for a gift? Explain your answer.

 

 

2.   Can you think of any responsibilities that might go along with having a pony for a pet? Try to come up with three or four possible chores that come with being the owner of a pony.
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With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.










	 1 
	irritable
	 
	breakdown
	 A 



	 2 
	discipline
	 
	fairness
	 B 



	 3 
	curry
	 
	astonishing
	 C 



	 4 
	disparage
	 
	rope
	 D 



	 5 
	hackamore
	 
	rein
	 E 



	 6 
	admiration
	 
	free
	 F 



	 7 
	instinctive
	 
	inborn
	 G 



	 8 
	miraculous
	 
	belittle
	 H 



	 9 
	equality
	 
	brush
	 I 



	 10 
	cypress
	 
	angry
	 J 



	 11 
	collapse
	 
	control
	 K 



	 12 
	halter
	 
	respect
	 L 
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Chapter One, Part Two
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1.   Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.











	 
	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Jody’s father appeared to be very stern at the breakfast table and spoke crossly to Jody.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Surprisingly, Jody was not in the least excited to receive a pony from his dad.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	c)
	The red pony nipped the collar of Jody’s shirt.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	d)
	The pony had been purchased at the sheriff’s auction.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	e)
	It was Carl who came up with the name, Gabilan.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	f)
	After school Jody brought five boys from school to see the pony.







2.   Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.








	_________
	 a)
	The pony is named Gabilan.



	_________
	 b)
	Billy Buck begins training Gabilan.



	_________
	 c)
	Jody is given the red pony by his dad.



	_________
	 d)
	Billy Buck begins working on a hair rope in the evenings.



	_________
	 e)
	Jody brings his friends from school to see the pony.



	_________
	 f)
	Jody’s mom gives him permission to feed Gabilan carrots from the garden.
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Chapter One, Part Two
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	Answer the questions in complete sentences.




1.   Why do you think Jody found it significant that his father and Billy Buck both wore flat-heeled shoes to breakfast?

 

 

2.   When Jody’s father showed him the red pony, he told Jody that he would be responsible for two things, and if he failed, the red pony would be sold “off in a minute”. What were the two responsibilities mentioned to Jody?

 

 

3.   After giving the pony to Jody, why did his dad walk up the side-hill to be by himself?

 

 

4.   Why didn’t Billy Buck think much of the saddle they gave to Jody?

 

 

5.   Why do you think giving Jody the pony embarrassed his dad?

 

 

6.   What did Billy Buck tell Jody was necessary to do so that a horse didn’t kick up a fuss?
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	For most boys and girls having a pet can be something special and memorable. Do you think it is a good thing for a young person to have a pet? Defend your answer.
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Chapter One, Part Three

Part 3 begins with the paragraph that starts, “It was a ticklish job...” and concludes with the paragraph beginning, “’Well, get some rest tonight.”
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Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.   Robert Burns once said, “Suspense is worse than disappointment”. What do you think he meant by this statement?

 

 

2.   Why do you think it is often most difficult to be disappointed with an adult that we hold in respect?
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.













	fallible
	contemplate
	coddle
	submit
	pivot



	quiver
	exposure
	lacquer
	disgrace
	reproach




1.   I never thought the mare would ____________________ to a rider.

2.   The cowboy did a 360°____________________ right where he stood.

3.   It was regarded as a terrible ____________________ to fall off your horse.

4.   They brushed the stallion’s coat with a red ____________________.

5.   It is difficult to ____________________ how you could have been more wrong.

6.   They never had much ____________________ to the French language.

7.   The puppy began to ____________________ with excitement.

8.   Despite admiring him greatly, Jody soon discovered that even Billy Buck was ____________________.

9.   My aunt took it as a dreadful ____________________ when her neighbor refused to eat her cherry pie.

10. I consider it a real pleasure to ____________________ a newborn baby.
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Chapter One, Part Three
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1.   a)   When they first put the saddle on Gabilan, the pony threw the saddle off before the ____________________ could be tightened.

b)   Billy suggested that they first use a stick of ____________________ for a bit until Gabilan was used to it.

c)   Jody felt that the only ____________________ in getting thrown off a horse was if you didn’t get right up and mount again.

d)   Jody oiled Gabilan’s ____________________ and kept them carefully trimmed so they wouldn’t crack.

e)   Jody’s dad told him that he could ride the pony by ____________________.


2.   Use the words in the box to answer each question.










	Billy
	Strangles
	stirrup
	Carl
	Salinas











	 
	 a)
	Jody began by putting his weight in a _____________ when Gabilan was saddled, but didn’t throw his leg over the pony’s back.



	 
	 b)
	From a hilltop it was possible to see the town of _____________.



	 
	 c)
	_____________ thought that it would do the horse good to be out in the sun.



	 
	 d)
	_____________ assured Jody that a horse wasn’t a lap-dog.



	 
	 e)
	Billy told Jody that Gabilan had the _____________.
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Chapter One, Part Three
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Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.   What assurance did Billy Buck give Jody before the boy left for school?

 

 

2.   Why weren’t Billy Buck and Carl able to get back to the ranch to put Gabilan inside?

 

 

3.   When Jody got home and took Gabilan inside, what two things did he do to help the pony?

 

 

4.   Jody’s mother had high praise for Billy Buck. What compliment did she make to her son about Billy?

 

 

5.   What was Billy’s prognosis regarding Gabilan the morning after the rainstorm?

 

 

6.   In addition to bran and dried hops, what two ingredients did Billy use to steam the pony?
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	This section ends with a cliffhanger. Write a journal entry predicting what you think will happen to Gabilan.
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Chapter One, Part Four

Part four begins with the paragraph, “Jody was tired.” It ends at the conclusion of Chapter One.
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	Word List
	Gabilan



	accept
	getting



	arrest
	ginger



	Buck
	gird



	bunkhouse
	lacquer



	Carl
	pokes



	carpet
	paint



	collapse
	pony



	conceal
	saunter



	curry
	sore



	cypress
	Steinbeck



	disgrace
	taut



	eggs
	Tiflins



	equality
	truck



	flapping
	TS



	 
	voted
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	   Across    

3.  Where Billy Buck slept.

7.  Carl and Jody were _____.

9.  Jody’s father’s first name.

10.  A type of tree

11. To fall or cave in.

14. Jody’s pony

16. To receive

18. Laid by Jody’s chickens.

21. Not slack

22. Billy ____.

23. A vehicle often used on a farm.

24. To surround or bind with a belt.

25. To take into custody.

26. Used to color a building.

27. A spice.


	
   Down    

1.  To rub and clean a horse.

2.  A small horse.

4.  Ache

5.  The loss of respect

6.  To swing back and forth

7.  __ __ Eliot (famous American poet)

8.  The author

9. To hide

10. A rug

12. A protective coating

13. Balance. Sameness.

15. To make a choice by ballot.

17. Prods.

19. Receiving.

20. Stroll.
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Chapter One, Part Four

[image: Images]

1.   Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

At breakfast Billy Buck informed Jody that he was going to open the [image: Images] on Gabilan that morning. Billy thought that as long as the pony didn’t get [image: Images] he’d be alright. Jody was so incensed at the health of [image: Images] that he threw a hard black clod at him.

Jody didn’t ask permission to sleep that night in the barn because he knew his [image: Images] would let him do almost anything. In the middle of the night Jody woke to find the barn door open and [image: Images] gone. In the morning Billy informed Jody that he would have to open a hole in Gabilan’s [image: Images] After breakfast, Jody’s mother tried to give him a pan of steaming [image: Images] for the pony. Billy then showed him how to fix a ball of [image: Images] on a [image: Images] to swab out the breathing hole. [image: Images] prevented Jody’s father from taking him away from the sick pony. When Gabilan escaped from the barn at the end of the chapter, Jody knew where he had gone by following his tracks and by the high circle of black [image: Images] When Jody found Gabilan, the pony was still [image: Images], but by the time Jody reached him a [image: Images] was on the pony’s head. In a rage, Jody killed the creature with a piece of [image: Images] [image: Images] and his [image: Images] arrived on the scene and took Jody home.
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Chapter One, Part Four

[image: Images]

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.   Describe how Jody’s dad got his feelings hurt in this section.

 

 

2.   What do you think his dad’s motives were in this particular scene?

 

 

3.   When Jody goes to sit by the cypress tree he thinks that the place has curiously changed. He sees it as a frame for things that were happening. What do you think he means by this? (Hint: look back to earlier in the chapter where it describes what normally happened under the cypress tree.)

 

 

4.   What finally made Jody realize that there was no hope for the pony?

 

 

5.   At least twice in this section Jody takes out his anger on animals – first Doubletree Mutt and then the buzzard. Why do you think this happened?
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	Chapter one certainly ends on a very sad note. Do you think the ending was more or less satisfying than it would have been if the author had let the pony live? Explain your reasoning in a journal entry.
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Chapter Two, Part One

The last paragraph in Part One begins, “Gitano stood up and put on his hat and prepared to follow.”

[image: Images]

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.   Where is the one place in the world that you consider to be the most beautiful? What makes you feel this way about this location?

 

 

2.   Do you think it is important to have a refuge – a place where you can go to be alone when things are not going well? Explain your answer.
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	Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.













	1.
	Working on a farm usually means lots of strenuous labor



	 
	a) vigorous
	b) playful
	c) unrewarding
	d) effortless



	2.
	“It was never my intent to make you think that I loved you,” she said.



	 
	a) job
	b) purpose
	c) selfishness
	d) occupation



	3.
	He was ashamed because of their potential opinion.



	 
	a) selfish
	b) ignorant
	c) possible
	d) awful



	4.
	He had an unusual perspective when it came to farm chores.



	 
	a) handyman
	b) challenge
	c) saying
	d) outlook



	5.
	The event caused him to despair.



	 
	a) puzzle
	b) joy
	c) melancholy
	d) plan



	6.
	Despite the circumstances, she was imperturbable.



	 
	a) happy
	b) composed
	c) selfish
	d) hot
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Chapter Two, Part One

[image: Images]

Put a check mark ([image: Images]) next to the answer that is most correct.









	1.
	Two items worn by the stranger in this section were:



	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	clodhopper shoes and a Stetson hat



	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	revolver and bullwhip



	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	poncho and sombrero



	 
	[image: Images]
	D
	nylon jacket and felt hat



	2.
	The stranger’s name was:



	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	Pedro



	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	Garcia



	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	Guilluim



	 
	[image: Images]
	D
	Gitano



	3.
	Jody refers to the man as a paisano. Investigate the meaning of this term. What is its literal meaning?



	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	old man



	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	cowboy



	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	countryman



	 
	[image: Images]
	D
	uncle



	4.
	What was put in the adobe to keep it from washing away?



	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	lime



	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	cement



	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	rocks



	 
	[image: Images]
	D
	sand



	5.
	Jody was curious about whether the old man had ever gone to a particular place. Where was that?



	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	to the Pacific Ocean
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	B
	the mountains



	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	Salinas



	 
	[image: Images]
	D
	to a rodeo
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Chapter Two, Part One

[image: Images]

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.   Why did Doubletree Mutt always limp?

 

 

2.   Speculate on how Doubletree Mutt came by his unusual name.

 

 

3.   Why do you think Jody felt mean at the beginning of this chapter?

 

 

4.   Why do you think Jody was so fascinated with the mountains? What hint did we get in the first chapter that Jody was awestruck with the nearby mountain range?

 

 

5.   Explain why the old man had come to Jody’s farm?

 

 

6.   What two reasons did Carl give for not allowing the old man to stay at their place?
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	Jody’s family is quite taken aback by this unexpected visitor, and especially for the reason he has come to their place. Have you ever had an unexpected visitor at your home – or a visitor who was most unusual and exciting? Tell about such an adventure, and how it might feel.
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Chapter Two, Part Two

Begins with the paragraph, “It was almost evening now.” Concludes at the end of the chapter.

[image: Images]


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.   Do you think it is absolutely necessary for a person to be related by blood to be considered a member of a family? Explain your answer.

 

 

2.   What are some possible benefits about being a member of a family?
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	Choose a word from the list to complete each definition.













	caressed
	intricate
	profound
	irresistible
	response



	fragile
	diffident
	sauntered
	relented
	rebuked




1.   The cowboy ____________________ casually into the barn.

2.   What ____________________ did you expect to get from the President?

3.   The rain never ____________________ throughout the night.

4.   His mood was most ____________________, despite the stress he must have been under.

5.   My mother ____________________ the coach for his abusive language.

6.   The carving on the rapier was very ____________________.

7.   His response was quite ____________________ for a five year old.

8.   The ancient bracelet was corroded with rust and quite ____________________.

9.   The old man ____________________ the worn Bible.

10. The bowl of ripe cherries was simply ____________________ to Meagan and her sister.
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Chapter Two, Part Two
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1.   Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.











	 
	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Carl Tiflin compared Gitano to the old horse, Easter.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Billy Buck agreed that Carl should shoot Easter.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Carl knew every place in Jody where a word would fester.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Jody was terrified that his father was going to shoot Easter.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Billy Buck was in complete agreement with Carl about Gitano’s fate.







2.   Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in the chapters.









	 
	_________
	 a)
	Easter does not come down to water with the other horses.



	 
	_________
	 b)
	Jody discovers Gitano with a lovely rapier.



	 
	_________
	 c)
	Jody shows Gitano the horse, Easter.



	 
	_________
	 d)
	Jess Taylor informs the family that he saw an old man riding Easter through the brush.



	 
	_________
	 e)
	At supper, Gitano informs the family that he has relations in Monterey.



	 
	_________
	 f)
	Gitano does not appear for breakfast.
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Chapter Two, Part Two
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	Answer the questions in complete sentences.




1.   After seeing Gitano’s rapier, Jody decides that he must not tell anyone about it, for it might destroy some fragile structure of truth. What do you think is meant by this phrase?

 

 

2.   From what you know of Gitano in this chapter, list three characteristics describing the old man. These can be physical characteristics or ones pertaining to his character/personality.

 

 

3.   From what we learn in this chapter, what is one main difference in the personalities of Carl and Billy Buck? Which do you think you would rather have as a father? Why?

 

 

4.   Why do you think Gitano took Easter and rode off with him?

 

 

5.   Where was Gitano headed? What was the only thing he took with him?

 

 

6.   Explain why you think Jody was filled with a nameless sorrow at the end of the chapter?
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	Imagine that just before Gitano left for the mountains he wrote a letter to his brother-in-law in Monterey. Create such a letter, writing it as you would imagine Gitano would have. It should be at least a half-page in length and describe his feelings at this stage of his life, and perhaps mention what he planned to do in the coming days.
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Chapter Three, Part One

The concluding paragraph in Part 1 begins with the sentence, “And Billy knew he was thinking of the red pony...”

[image: Images]


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.   Someone once said, “The secret of patience is doing something else in the meanwhile.” Explain the wisdom of this adage.

 

 

2.   This chapter is entitled, “The Promise”. Predict what you think is meant by this title. What might Jody be promised in this chapter?

 

 




[image: Images]

Circle the correct word that matches the meaning of the underlined word.










	1.
	Behind Jody marched a phantom army.



	 
	a) strong
	b) ghostly
	c) well-armed
	d) trained



	2.
	The school children were most restive during the long afternoon in the hot classroom.



	 
	a) agitated
	b) drowsy
	c) rested
	d) thirsty



	3.
	The silversmith was a most conscientious worker.



	 
	a) short-tempered
	b) talented
	c) expensive
	d) diligent



	4.
	The little girl gave a very nonchalant presentation at the talent show.



	 
	a) warm
	b) capable
	c) casual
	d) frightening



	5.
	The flight of the Silver Dart was unprecedented in Canada.



	 
	a) unique
	b) found
	c) left
	d) uncommon



	6.
	The shiny blackbirds had red epaulets on their wings.



	 
	a) feathers
	b) circles
	c) blotches
	d) stripes
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Chapter Three, Part One
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	Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.




1.   a)   A great ____________________ army marched behind Jody along the road toward his ranch home.

b)   Jody placed a horny-____________________ inside his lunch pail.

c)   All that was in the mail box was a newspaper and a Montgomery Ward _______________.

d)   When Jody’s mom told him that his dad wanted to see him, Jody figured it was because of something he _______________.

e)   The Tiflin’s mare was called ___________________.


2.   Use the words in the box to answer each question.










	complacent
	stallion
	animals
	ridge
	dam











	 
	 a)
	Carl Tiflin reserved his stern voice for children and _____________.



	 
	 b)
	They were going to have the mare bred at the _____________ ranch.



	 
	 c)
	A male horse is called a _____________.



	 
	 d)
	After being bred, the mare quickly became _____________.



	 
	 e)
	What is another name for a female horse?
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Chapter Three, Part One
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	Answer the questions in complete sentences.




1.   What was it that startled Jody’s mother shortly after Jody’s arrival home from school?

 

 

2.   Who had informed Carl Tiflin of Jody’s good patient hand with horses?

 

 

3.   According to Billy, what was the best way for Jody to be a good hand with horses?

 

 

4.   How much was the colt going to cost Carl and how was Jody to repay him?

 

 

5.   How long would it take the mare to have a colt?

 

 

6.   Reading between the lines: What do you think Jess meant when he said, “Carl has good sense sometimes”?
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	Adults usually claim that responsibility is a good thing for young people to have. Write about a time when you were given a good deal of responsibility. How did this experience work out for you? Do you think this experience was indeed a good thing?
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Chapter Three, Part Two

This section begins with the paragraph, “Jody traveled often to the brush line...” and ends with the conclusion of Chapter Three.

[image: Images]


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.   A whole year passes in this section of the story. From your own experience, what makes time pass more slowly than usual?

 

 

2.   Can you imagine any circumstances that would be very disappointing for Jody in this situation? See if you can come up with at least two such circumstances.
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	Write a sentence using the following words. Make sure that the meaning of each word is clear in your sentence.




1.   soothe

2.   glorious

3.   preliminary

4.   axis

5.   desolation

6.   frantically

7.   penetrate

8.   hoarse

9.   diagnosis
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Chapter Three, Part Two

[image: Images]

1.   Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

Jody enjoyed going to the old water [image: Images], which he found so peaceful. The black [image: Images] tree, on the other hand, he found most repulsive. It was at this tree that the [image: Images] were slaughtered. Jody imagined his colt fully grown and considered naming him Black [image: Images]. He also imagined them competing in the Salinas [image: Images], and helping the [image: Images] catch a bandit in Washington. Jody’s mother showed him how to make warm [image: Images] for Nellie. Billy told Jody that some mares, when they are expecting a colt get mean, but Nellie turned [image: Images]. Billy told him that it takes a mare [image: Images] months to deliver a colt. Billy then told Jody about a hard lesson his father had taught him for leaving a [image: Images] in a saddle blanket. A horse will rarely look at a person in the [image: Images] It was thought that Nellie would give birth during the month of [image: Images].


2.   Put a check mark ([image: Images]) next to the answer that is most correct.












	a)
	Jody went to the water tub when:
	 
	b)
	The pigs were scalded in a big:



	[image: Images]
	A
	he was punished
	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	pot



	[image: Images]
	B
	he was famished
	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	basin



	[image: Images]
	C
	he was lonely
	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	tub



	[image: Images]
	D
	he was tired
	 
	[image: Images]
	D
	kettle



	c)
	Who did Jody imagine would beg for rides?
	 
	d)
	What did Billy’s father do for a living?
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	A
	the President
	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	rodeo rider



	[image: Images]
	B
	Billy Buck
	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	government packer



	[image: Images]
	C
	boys from school
	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	scout
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	D
	a girl he liked
	 
	[image: Images]
	D
	truck driver
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Chapter Three, Part Two
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	Answer the questions in complete sentences.




1.   Why do you think time passes so slowly when you are waiting for something important to happen?

 

 

2.   Why do you think Jody was especially anxious for the colt to be born?

 

 

3.   Why do you think Jody’s trust in Billy Buck wasn’t what it should be in this chapter?

 

 

4.   Describe how Billy Buck’s father taught him an important lesson in responsibility.

 

 

5.   What did Billy Buck have to do to ensure the colt’s survival?

 

 

6.   Do you think that Billy Buck made the right decision? Defend your answer.
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	Jody certainly endured a very traumatic event at the end of this chapter. In a journal entry imagine that you are Jody and describe how you felt when Nellie was killed and the colt was born.
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Chapter Four, Part One

The last paragraph in Part One of Chapter Four begins, “Grandfather watched him go...”

[image: Images]


Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.   Grandparents can be very special people. Describe what you consider to be the “perfect” grandparent.

 

 

2.   What are some of the disadvantages a person faces when they grow old? How might an older person make up for this?
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	In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word which does not belong. Then write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.













	1.
	destructive
	catastrophic
	hurtful
	contagious



	 



	2.
	immune
	exempt
	tenant
	resistant



	 



	3.
	alarm
	profanity
	oath
	curse



	 



	4.
	elaborate
	diseased
	extravagant
	plush



	 



	5.
	cleft
	cracked
	parted
	lethal



	 



	6.
	dignified
	classy
	suspicious
	courtly



	 



	7.
	solemnly
	curiously
	gravely
	intently
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Chapter Four, Part One

[image: Images]

Put a check mark ([image: Images]) next to the answer that is most correct.









	1.
	What did Jody suggest to Billy that he call the dogs to hunt for?



	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	squirrels



	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	partridge



	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	mice



	 
	[image: Images]
	D
	turkeys



	2.
	What had Carl brought home with him?



	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	a letter



	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	a baby gopher



	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	nothing



	 
	[image: Images]
	D
	a pie from the Giffins



	3.
	What name did Carl call Jody in this section when he was angry at him?



	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	Tumbleweed



	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	Small Fry



	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	Mr. Big-Mouth



	 
	[image: Images]
	D
	Mr. Big-Britches



	4.
	In the old man’s story, what did the Natives drive off?
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	A
	the settlers



	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	the horses



	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	the cattle
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	D
	the wagon master



	5.
	From the top of the hill toward the ridge top, what was Jody able to see?
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	A
	Salinas



	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	the Salinas Valley
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	C
	a cart pulled by a bay horse
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	D
	all of the above
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Chapter Four, Part One
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	Answer the questions in complete sentences.




1.   What was the one thing that Carl accused his father-in-law of talking about?

 

 

2.   What did Jody’s mom claim was her father’s one big accomplishment in life?

 

 

3.   Why do you think Jody decided to go up the road to meet his grandfather?

 

 

4.   Why do you think that just before Jody got to his grandfather he dropped from his unseemly running and approached at a dignified walk?

 

 

5.   Describe the grandfather’s appearance from the author’s description. Be sure to include at least four details.

 

 

6.   Just after meeting his grandfather Jody invited him to do something with him. What was it and what was the old man’s response?
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	In your journal entry, write about a time when you had an interesting visitor to your home. Who was it? What did it feel like for you and your family in the days leading up to the visit – or was it a surprise?
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Chapter Four, Part Two

Part 2 begins with the paragraph, “Mrs. Tiflin turned and led the way into the house.” It ends with the conclusion of the novel.

[image: Images]

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.   Is there any way that you can think of that Jody could have made it easier for his grandfather to stay with his family? Remember, his father and mother did not exactly agree on whether the old man was even welcome in their home.

 

 

2.   So far in your reading of this chapter does Jody’s grandfather remind you of other older people that you know? How is he the same, and how might he be different?

 

 


[image: Images]

Choose a word from the list that means the same as the underlined word.









	 
	infinitely
	retract
	narrative



	dirge
	apprehension
	irritated
	staunchness












	 
	 
	 1.
	Grandfather’s story was boring to those who had heard it before.



	 
	 
	 2.
	The lament echoed over the graveyard and brought tears to the eyes of those who heard it.



	 
	 
	 3.
	The determination of the crooked politician defied belief.



	 
	 
	 4.
	Jody made the other boy withdraw his insult.



	 
	 
	 5.
	Doubletree Mutt whined with concern.



	 
	 
	 6.
	The advertisement annoyed my mother.



	 
	 
	 7.
	Embarrassing yourself in front of Mary Lou was eminently worse.
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Chapter Four, Part Two
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1.   Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.











	 
	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Jody’s grandfather planned to stay for two months.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Billy’s father had been called Mule-tail Buck.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Grandfather thought it would be a good idea for each wagon to carry a long iron plate.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Grandfather complained that little boys were the only ones who didn’t want to hear his stories of the crossing.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Grandfather was sad because there was no place left to go because the ocean was there to stop you.



	 
	 
	T
	F
	f)
	When Carl was overheard complaining about Grandfather’s stories, he became very belligerent and stormed out of the house in a rage.







2.   Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.









	 
	_________
	 a)
	Jody makes a flail for driving the mice out.



	 
	_________
	 b)
	Carl is overheard by Grandfather complaining about the old man’s stories.



	 
	_________
	 c)
	Jody makes lemonade for his grandfather.



	 
	_________
	 d)
	At supper, Grandfather tells the story about running out of meat.



	 
	_________
	 e)
	Jody gets his father’s permission to kill all the mice left in the haystack.



	 
	_________
	 f)
	Grandfather tells the story about being attacked by Natives.
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Chapter Four, Part Two
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	Answer the questions in complete sentences.




1.   Why do you think Carl didn’t like to hear Grandfather’s stories?

 

 

2.   When Jody told his mother that his grandfather was going to help him kill mice, why do you think she said, “You always like to have someone in with you in case there’s blame to share”?

 

 

3.   Describe the flail that Jody made for driving the mice out.

 

 

4.   Find an example of sarcasm at breakfast in this section.

 

 

5.   What did you think about Jody’s comment, “It was a terrible thing to him to retract a word, but to retract it in shame was infinitely worse.”

 

 

6.   The conclusion to this novel strikes some readers as a little odd. What was your impression of the way The Red Pony ended?
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	Write a final reflection as to how you enjoyed the novel. What did you enjoy most about it? How would you have improved it?
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Chapter 1

Comic Strip

This activity is especially for students with an artistic flair or who love comic books! It can be done for any of the four chapters in The Red Pony.


The first step is to decide on the length of your comic strip (6 to 12 frames is suggested); next consider what events you will include.

The student may wish to highlight a brief incident (i.e. Jody placing a saddle on Galiban for the first time), or encompass the highlights of a chapter – or even the entire novel. You may even want to provide an alternate ending to your scene!

A quick sketch of the comic strip can first be accomplished in a storyboard format before a final, good copy is attempted. The strip should include a title, dialog, and color. It should be neat and imaginative.
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Chapter 1 - The Etheree Poem

There are a great number of different types of poetry. Some rhyme, some don’t. Some are subject to strict rules, while others are free verse. For instance, the Etheree form of poetry consists of ten lines of 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 syllables. Etheree can also be reversed and written 10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1.


Example #1: Stars

Stars

Come out

With the dark,

And sparkle there

So wild so freely,

Above our troubled earth.

Toil - no, they do no work,

Sitting in their starry heavens,

Day by day o’er earth they watch and weep

At the sadness that fills the nightly sky.



Write an Etheree Poem on a topic from The Red Pony.
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Chapter 2

Salinas, California

John Steinbeck, the author of The Red Pony, was from the Salinas area of California. Like Jody, John was the son of a farmer, and it is believed that many of the events of this novel came from the author’s own life.


Your task is to investigate the Salinas area of California. You might wish to research the geography of the area (i.e. is it rocky, hilly; are there many lakes and rivers; is it good for farming, etc?) You might tell something of the history of the area. What famous people came from the Salinas area? Is agriculture important there? If so, what crops or livestock are raised? Can you report on the people living there (i.e. are there many Hispanic people like Gitano living in the area?)

Your report should be between one and two pages in length and should give the reader a real flavor of what the Salinas area is like.
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Chapter 3

Favorite Pets

Interview at least ten students from your class/school to find out what animal they consider to make the best pet.


Your survey should also ask the respondents to explain why they chose that particular animal. Write a report outlining the results of your survey.

As a conclusion give your own opinion as to what you consider the ideal pet to be, and give your own reasons. One way to do such a survey is to prepare a ballot for those participating with a number of examples of pets for them to consider.
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Chapter 4

A Lesson from our Elders

The visit of Jody’s grandfather caused a great deal of stress for Jody’s parents, yet it seems that Jody came to realize how interesting his grandfather was. Many older people, like Jody’s grandfather have had many marvelous experiences during their lives.


Think of an older person you have either read about or seen in a movie or television program. Consider one of the more exciting experiences that this person went through, then come up with four questions you might like to ask him or her in an interview.



These questions might deal with the details of the event, how he / she was feeling at the time, or what happened immediately after the event. Now imagine what answers the person would give to your questions, and write them under your questions.
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Chapter 1 to 4

By this point in the novel we have met all the major characters of The Red Pony. Imagine now that you are a casting director of a major motion picture studio who is about to make another feature length film of this novel.


Your task is to cast each of the following characters using only people (students, teachers, etc.) from your school. For each character, write down who you have chosen to play the role and briefly explain why you selected that individual.







	• Jody Tiflin
	• Billy Buck



	• Carl Tiflin
	• Mrs. Tiflin



	• Gitano
	• Jess Taylor



	• Jody’s Grandfather
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Word Search

Find the following key words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally and some are even backwards.









	baler
	cypress
	intent
	rancor



	cleft
	deliberate
	perverse
	relent



	concentration
	delicate
	pivot
	repose



	confront
	dignified
	pneumonia
	saunter



	contempt
	forelock
	protruded
	solemn
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	Comprehension Quiz
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Answer each question in a complete sentence.








	1.

	How old was Jody when the story begins?
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	2.

	What dreadful thing took place on a regular basis under the cypress tree?
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	3.

	Where did Carl Tiflin get the red pony?
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	4.

	Describe the fate of the red pony.
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	5.

	Who do you think felt mostly responsible for the red pony’s death. Defend your answer.
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	6.

	For what reason did Gitano arrive at the Tiflin ranch?
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	7.

	Describe the reaction of Jody’s dad to Gitano’s arrival
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	SUBTOTAL:     /14
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Comprehension Quiz








	8.

	What did Gitano own that intrigued Jody?
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	9.

	How was Jody to get his colt in Chapter Three?
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	10.

	Although Jody did get his promised colt from Nellie, describe the tragic circumstances surrounding the birth of the colt.
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	11.

	Why do you think Billy Buck tried so hard for everything to turn out all right in this chapter?
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	12.

	In the last chapter, why did Carl Tiflin find the visit of his father-in-law so troubling?
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	13.

	What tremendous accomplishment had the grandfather been a part of in his younger years?
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	14.

	Which of the four chapters was your favorite? Why?
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	SUBTOTAL:     /14















	


   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary
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1. protruded



2. contemplated

3. deliberate

4. discipline

5. sauntered

6. concealed

7. gird

8. ridiculous

9. vicinity

10. fabric


	
   1.   

a) B

b) C

c) B

d) D

e) A


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

a) 10 years old, quiet, sensitive.

b) Stern, doesn’t like to show his emotions, impatient, disciplinarian.

c) Good worker, kind and thoughtful.

d) Sensitive to Jody, kind, good farm hand.



   2.   

Monterey, San Francisco, San Jose.



   3.   

They were going to sell old cows to the butcher.

   4.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

[image: Images]

1. angry

2. control

3. brush

4. belittle

5. rein

6. respect

7. inborn

8. astonishing

9. fairness

10. tree

11. breakdown

12. rope


	
   1.   

a) FALSE

b) FALSE

c) FALSE

d) TRUE

e) FALSE

f) TRUE



   2.   

a) 2

b) 5

c) 1

d) 6

e) 3

f) 4
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   1.   

They probably weren’t going riding.

   2.   

Feeding him and cleaning his stall.

   3.   

He was embarrassed.

   4.   

It was a show saddle and not for a working horse.

   5.   

Answers will vary. i.e. he found it embarrassing to show his emotions – perhaps he thought it showed weakness.

   6.   

To talk to the horse and explain what he was doing at all times.
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12

	
13

	
14

	
15

	
16


















	
[image: ../Images]

   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary
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1. submit

2. pivot

3. disgrace

4. lacquer

5. contemplate

6. exposure

7. quiver

8. fallible

9. reproach

10. coddle


	
   1.   

a) cinch

b) licorice

c) disgrace

d) hoofs

e) Thanksgiving

   2.   

a) stirrup

b) Salinas

c) Billy

d) Carl

e) Strangles


	
   1.   

He said it wouldn’t rain.

   2.   

The rain wouldn’t let up and they were at Neb Herche’s place.

   3.   

He led the pony inside and dried him off.

   4.   

“Billy’s as good as any horse doctor in the country.”

   5.   

“We’ll have him out of it in a couple of days.”

   6.   

Carbolic acid and turpentine.


	
[image: Images]

Across

3. bunkhouse

7. Tiflins

9. Carl

10. cypress

11. collapse

14. Gabilan

16. accept

18. eggs

21. taut

22. Buck

23. truck

24. gird

25. arrest

26. paint

27. ginger

Down

1. curry

2. pony

4. sore

5. disgrace

6. flapping

7. TS

8. Steinbeck

9. conceal

10. carpet

12. lacquer

13. equality

15. voted

17. pokes

19. getting

20. saunter


	
   1.   

a) lump

b) pneumonia

c) Double-tree Mutt

d) mother

e) Gabilan

f) throat

g) meal

h) cotton

i) stick

j) Billy

k) buzzards

l) alive

m) buzzard

n) quartz

o) Billy

p) dad


	
   1.   

Billy rebuked him.



   2.   

Answers will vary. i.e. he was probably trying to protect Jody’s feelings.



   3.   

Answers will vary. The cypress tree is the place where pigs were butchered.



   4.   

When he saw how dried and dead the pony’s hair looked.



   5.   

Answers will vary. probably because he felt helpless and frustrated.
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary
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1. a



2. b



3. c



4. d



5. c



6. b


	
1. [image: ../Images] A

2. [image: ../Images] D

3. [image: ../Images] C

4. [image: ../Images] A

5. [image: ../Images] B


	
   1.   

He had been caught in a coyote trap as a pup.



   2.   

Answers will vary.

   3.   

Answers will vary. Probably because he was still feeling the loss of the red pony.

   4.   

Answers will vary. He named the red pony after the Gabilan Mountains.

   5.   

He had been born there, and had come there to die.

   6.   

He couldn’t afford to keep him, and the old man should be with his relatives at such a time.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

[image: Images]

1. sauntered

2. response

3. relented

4. diffident

5. rebuked

6. intricate

7. profound

8. fragile

9. caressed

10. irresistible


	
   1.   

a) TRUE

b) FALSE

c) TRUE

d) FALSE

e) FALSE



   2.   

a) 5

b) 3

c) 1

d) 6

e) 2

f) 4
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   1.   

Answers will vary. i.e. The rapier was very important to the old man’s life, and by drawing attention to it, it might disturb the old man’s sense of security.

   2.   

Answers will vary .i.e. he wore clodhopper shoes, Stetson hat, face as dark as a dried beet, bluewhite mustache, thin, large, deep, dark eyes, brown eyes, no wrinkles, blue denim coat, gnarled hands.

   3.   

Billy is much kinder to Jody. Answers will vary.

   4.   

Answers will vary. They were both old and ready to die alone.

   5.   

The mountains. The rapier.

   6.   

Answers will vary.
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   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary
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1. b

2. a

3. d

4. c

5. a

6. d


	
   1.   

a) phantom

b) toad

c) catalog

d) did

e) Nellie



   2.   

a) animals

b) ridge

c) stallion

d) complacent

e) dam


	
   1.   

Jody had placed a toad in his lunchbox.

   2.   

Billy Buck.

   3.   

To raise a colt.

   4.   

Five dollars. Work it out all summer.

   5.   

Nearly a year (eleven months).

   6.   

Answers will vary. He probably didn’t have a very high opinion of Carl.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary

[image: Images]

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

a) tub

b) cypress

c) pigs

d) Demon

e) Rodeo

f) President

g) mash

h) gentle

i) eleven

j) wrinkle

k) eye

l) January

   2.   

a) [image: ../Images] A b) [image: ../Images] D

c) [image: ../Images] C d) [image: ../Images] B


	
   1.   

Answers will vary. i.e. The person can’t concentrate on anything else.

   2.   

Answers will vary. Probably because of the great disappointment at losing the red pony.

   3.   

Because the red pony had died under Billy’s care.

   4.   

Billy left a wrinkle in a saddle blanket causing a saddle sore, so his father made him carry the saddle, leading the horse over the whole mountain in the sun.

   5.   

He had to kill Nellie to deliver the horse.

   6.   

Answers will vary.
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   1.   

Answers will vary



   2.   

Answers will vary
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Reasons will vary

1. contagious

2. tenant

3. alarm

4. diseased

5. lethal

6. suspicious

7. curiously


	
   1.   

1. [image: ../Images] C

2. [image: ../Images] A

3. [image: ../Images] D

4. [image: ../Images] B

5. [image: ../Images] D


	
   1.   

Natives and crossing the plains.

   2.   

He led a wagon train across the plains to the coast.

   3.   

He was excited to see him again.

   4.   

He didn’t want his grandfather to think he was a little kid.

   5.   

Dressed in a black broadcloth suit, gaiters, black tie on a short, hard collar, a black, slouch hat, white beard, thick eyebrows, dignified, slow certain steps.

   6.   

A mouse hunt. His grandfather teased him.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

   2.   

Answers will vary
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1. narrative

2. dirge

3. staunchness

4. retract

5. apprehension

6. irritated

7. infinitely


	
   1.   

a) FALSE

b) TRUE

c) TRUE

d) FALSE

e) TRUE

f) FALSE

   2.   

a) 4

b) 5

c) 6

d) 1

e) 3

f) 2
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   1.   

Answers will vary. Probably because he had heard them too many times.

   2.   

Answers will vary. Probably because Jody had made a habit of getting other people in trouble with him.

   3.   

He tied a broom handle and a oneinch-square scrap wood together with a shoelace.

   4.   

“A man that’s led a wagon train across the plains has got to be pretty careful how he dresses.”

   5.   

Answers will vary. It shows how disgraceful it was to be shamed in his family.

   6.   

Answers will vary.
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Word Search Answers
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   1.   

Ten years old.

   2.   

Pigs were slaughtered.

   3.   

The sheriff’s auction.

   4.   

The pony got sick, then contracted pneumonia and died of the “Strangles”

   5.   

Billy Buck. He had assured Jody the pony would be alright.

   6.   

To return to the place of his birth to die.

   7.   

He did not want Gitano to stay.


	
   8.   

A rapier.

   9.   

He had to work all summer for his dad on the ranch.

   10.   

Billy had to kill Nellie to deliver the colt safely.

   11.   

He felt he had let Jody down by letting the red pony die.

   12.   

He told the same stories over and over.

   13.   

He led a wagon train across the plains to the coast.

   14.   

Answers will vary.
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