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Crispin: The Cross of Lead











	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______
















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4

	 



	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates some understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a considerable understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel

	 



	Content

•   Information and details relevant to focus

	Elements are incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements are complete; details missing

	All required elements are complete; key details contain some description

	All required elements are complete; enough description for clarity




	Style

•   Effective word choice and originality

•   Precise language

	Little variety in word choice.
Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice.
Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice.
Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout.
Excellent choice of words.
Precise language




	Conventions

•   Spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention














	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our literature kit is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. Our guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of this novel is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities that match the student’s abilities.

Our literature kit divides the novel by chapters and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include rejection, social prejudice and persecution, betrayal, coming of age, selfless relationships, and personal growth through the taking on of responsibilities. Crispin: The Cross of Lead provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion because of its vivid portrayal of the growth and maturity of the main character and the positive influence that Bear has on his life.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.



•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. (See page 6 for suggestions on using the Graphic Organizers.) The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3,

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of Crispin: The Cross of Lead. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacherled activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets.

To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES
The Different Perspectives Chart is a useful tool to help open up the minds of students, to how a particular incident in a novel (or in life itself) is viewed differently by those who witness the event. The assignment asks the students first of all to identify an incident from Crispin: The Cross of Lead which was witnessed by several characters, or in which several characters participated. The students are then required to identify the participants; describe the thoughts and/or feelings of each participant; and discuss the impact that the incident had on each participant. Finally, students are required to reflect on the experience of each character from his or her own unique point of view.
Found on Page 53.











	SEQUENCE CHART
The plot of Crispin: The Cross of Lead is filled with memorable events – so much so that it is a tall order to isolate the “main events” from the plot, as this assignment expects. In assigning the Sequence Chart activity, it might be helpful for the teacher to remind the students that each event selected should be a key component in moving the plot toward the climax of the novel (the scene where John Aycliffe is killed in his fight with Bear).
Found on Page 54.
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	WORD WEB
Either as a whole group or in small groups, the class begins by brainstorming topics of interest from the novel (i.e. Medieval times, Black Plague, knights / armor, castles, weapons, mummers, etc.). The chosen topic is then placed in the circle at the center of the page. Secondary topics are then placed in the circles connected to the Topic Circle. Finally subtopics of these secondary topics are placed in the circles farthest from the Topic Circle, completing the Word Web.
Found on Page 55.













	 
	[image: Images]










	
Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.
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BLOOM’S TAXONOMY: 6 LEVELS OF THINKING


*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a tool widely used by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.
 
Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

Crispin: The Cross of Lead is the Newbery Medal winning story set in 14th Century England. The novel opens with the death of Crispin’s mother, Asta, who was an outcast member of a small village ruled by Lord Furnival and his evil steward, John Aycliffe. When Crispin overhears the private conversation of Aycliffe and another man in the forest, he becomes the object of a massive hunt and declared a wolf’s head – a non-person who can be killed by anyone meeting him. After discovering that Father Quinel has been murdered, Crispin flees from the area.

Crispin’s adventures take an unexpected twist when he meets up with Bear, an entertainer who travels from village to village earning his living. Bear takes Crispin as his assistant, training him in the arts of the mummer, even offering to make the boy his apprentice. Crispin, however, soon discovers that Bear is something more than a simple entertainer – he learns that Bear is also a spy for a mysterious secret society. When the two of them reach the town of Great Wexly, Bear and Crispin stay at the inn of Widow Daventry, where Bear and a man named John Ball meet with a group of like-minded discontents – dissatisfied with the rulers of that day.

Bear ends up being captured by John Aycliffe and thrown into prison, whereupon Crispin takes it upon himself to free his friend and mentor. In the process, Crispin discovers that he is no less than the son of Lord Furnival, who has recently died. In the novel’s exciting climax, Crispin manages to free Bear from prison and escape the city. In the process, John Aycliffe, the novel’s antagonist and Crispin’s deadly foe, is killed in a duel with Bear.

Suggestions for Further Reading
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	OTHER NOVELS BY AVI
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	Crispin: At the Edge of the World © 2008
Wolf Rider © 2008
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle © 2005
The Secret School © 2003
The Good Dog © 2003
Midnight Magic © 2004
What Do Fish Have to do With
Anything © 2004





OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

Melanie Little, The Apprentice’s Masterpiece: A Story of Medieval Spain, © 2009
Sandra Worth, The Rose of York: The Novel of the First Tudor Queen, © 2008
Tyan Wyss, The Solitary Prince, © 2006
Linnea Heinrichs, The Last Vial, © 2005
Sid Fleischman, The Whipping Boy, © 2003
Christopher Maynard, DK Readers: Days of the Knights – A Tale of Castles and Battles, © 1998
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List of Vocabulary


CHAPTERS 1 TO 6

• fringe • taunt • croft • forfeit • distressed • banish • transfixed • plight • alteration • pinnacle • shroud • deign • shun • executioner • protective • precise • curfew • distinction • precaution • pinnacle



CHAPTERS 7 TO 12

• forage • bailiff • tyrant • alb • wizened • tonsured • sanctuary • precise • distraught • scrutinize • exile • confirm • proclaim • glaive • league • Vespers • genuflect • sustain • foreboding • illuminate


CHAPTERS 13 TO 19

• alter • besiege • loathsome • grotesque • trepidation • sustenance • profound • evasive • scrutinize • intend • contorted • protrude • stifle • pillage • blighted • distended • default • tunic • raucously • treason



CHAPTERS 20 TO 25

• tyrant • endure • pestilence • rummage • mummers • beguile • reluctant • vow • severe • comply • confirmation • abate • jeopardy • dismissive • frail • smolder • embed • remorse • desolation • vex


CHAPTERS 26 TO 31

• monotony • mollify • evasive • dexterity • resentment • hilarity • malevolence • torture • revel • agitate • meander • solemnity • emblazon • dismal • emerge • humility • gusto • mingle • pursue • luster



CHAPTERS 32 TO 36

• courier • hesitation • furtive • kirtle • clamor • proportion • intense • servile • rueful • abundance • glaives • yew • irate • apothecary • tinkers • spire • gauntlet • timorous • portcullis • palpable


CHAPTERS 37 TO 41

• tumultuous • apprehensive • serpentine • laggards • fervor • vulnerable • indistinct • scarcity • vendor • distress • conceivable • sumptuously • haughty • palfrey • multitude • reverence • abacus • protrude • vestibule • celestial



CHAPTERS 42 TO 47

• observant • elegant • boisterous • reluctant • savory • admonish • linger • caterwauling • furtive • precaution • corrupt • passionate • abolish • privilege • departure • partially • secure • alternating • disconsolate • torment


CHAPTERS 48 TO 55

• smock • diminish • agitated • righteous • reputation • mosaic • resolve • threshold • ceased • lisp • intently • profanities • compose • claimant • existence • reputation • contempt • foreigner • fragmentary • venom



CHAPTERS 56 TO 58

• disdain • abduct • proclaim • mazer • tapestry • abundance • sconce • crevice • detain • hostile • wrath • presume • vaulted • unshod • rebuke • welted • exhaustion • escort • gawked • brandished
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Avi

Avi was born in Brooklyn, New York in 1937.

[image: images] Although his real name is Edward Irving Wortis, he was given the nickname Avi by his twin sister when they were only a year old. As a boy he was shy and didn’t take part in many of the sports and activities of the other children of his neighborhood. Instead, he liked to read all kinds of books and listen to kids’ programs on the radio. He had such a problem learning to read and write that he failed in the first high school he attended. As a result, his parents transferred him to another school, where he worked with a tutor to improve his reading and writing skills. It was through his tutor that he learned that he had dysgraphia, a condition causing him to reverse or misspell words. Learning to read and write was especially important to the family, partly because Avi’s two grandfathers were writers, and one of his grandmothers was a playwright.

Avi spent a number of years working as a librarian but eventually turned his attention to fulltime writing of children’s books and novels for young readers. To date, Avi has penned more than 70 books. Among these have been the Newbery award winners, The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle (1990), Nothing But The Truth (1991) and Poppy (1995). Historical novels, comedies, animal adventures and ghost stories are among the genres of books he enjoys writing. His fiftieth book, Crispin: The Cross of Lead, was awarded the Newbery Medal in 2003.
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	•

	Avi and the famous Academy Award winning actor, Alan Arkin, are first cousins.




	•

	In elementary school, Avi was a poor writer. He was put into a special school that emphasized reading and writing.




	•

	Avi started as a playwright. It wasn’t until he had kids of his own that he started to write books for young readers.
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Chapters One to Six

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  What do you think would be different about growing up in North America today as compared to England in 1377? Think of at least three differences.

 

 

 

2.  The setting of a novel refers to both the time and place in which the story takes place. Using only the cover of the novel and the brief Title and Prologue to Chapter One, describe the novel’s setting.
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Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word(s).











	 
	alteration
	fringe
	pinnacle
	plight
	transfixed



	 
	distressed
	taunt
	croft
	forfeit
	banish











	 
	1.
	The children were playing at the edge of the forest.



	 
	2.
	Wherever she goes, the other children constantly tease her.



	 
	3.
	My father grew up on the same small farm as did his father.



	 
	4.
	The prince had to give up the throne because of his religious beliefs.



	 
	5.
	The puppy was most upset when abandoned near our home.



	 
	6.
	Do you think they will expel you from the castle?



	 
	7.
	My baby sister was captivated by the tiny clown.



	 
	8.
	“The dilemma of a group of prisoners is of no concern to me,” the mayor said callously.



	 
	9.
	Any change to the rules of this game will simply ruin our fun.



	 
	10.
	It is such a shame he retired, for he was at the very peak of his game.














	[image: Images]
	[image: Images]




Chapters One to Six

1.  There are many words in the novel particular to England of the 14th Century. Put a check mark ([image: Images]) next to the meaning of each of these words. Use a dictionary or online resource if necessary.










	 
	a)
	The word pauper refers to a person who is
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	A
	handsome or beautiful.
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	B
	poor.
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	C
	royalty.
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	D
	associated with the church.













	 
	b)
	A parchment is a
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	A
	cement-like building material for filling cracks.
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	B
	thick undergarment.
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	C
	manuscript often made of sheep skin.
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	D
	a water-container made from an animal skin.













	 
	c)
	A serf is a
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	A
	priest
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	B
	slave
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	C
	mounted soldier
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	D
	blacksmith













	 
	d)
	A cottar refers to
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	A
	a winding country lane.



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	a plowed fi eld in spring.
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	C
	a cottage with a thatched roof.
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	D
	one who owns no land in his or her own right.













	 
	e)
	A glaive was a medieval weapon
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	A
	consisting of a long pole with a sharp blade.
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	B
	similar to the longbow.
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	C
	resembling a sword with a blunt point.
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	D
	a lot like the modern baseball bat.
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Chapters One to Six

Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.

1.  How was Asta regarded by the villagers? Other than her son, who was the one exception to this?

 

 

2.  What responsibility did John Aycliffe have in the village, and how did he treat Asta’s son?

 

 

3.  Describe how John Aycliffe reacted when Asta’s son saw him talking with the other man in the forest. Why do you think he reacted this way?

 

 

 

4.  According to his mother, what had happened to Asta’s son’s father?

 

 

5.  The villagers’ obedience and loyalty to Lord Furnival meant two things to these people. What were they?

 

 

 

6.  Who was the one villager that Asta’s son believed he could trust? What two reasons does he give for believing this?
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	Write a journal entry giving your impression so far of Asta’s son and the dire straits in which we find him in these opening chapters. Predict what you think might happen next.
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Chapters Seven to Twelve

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Describe the personality of a person that you would entrust with your life.

 

 

 

2.  Think of two reasons which might make someone do something that he or she knows is wrong, but the person decides to do it anyway.
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With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.










	 1 
	forage
	 
	banish; deport
	 A 



	 2 
	bailiff
	 
	very upset
	 B 



	 3 
	tyrant
	 
	make known
	 C 



	 4 
	alb
	 
	safe place of refuge
	 D 



	 5 
	wizened
	 
	bully; oppressor
	 E 



	 6 
	tonsured
	 
	examine closely
	 F 



	 7 
	sanctuary
	 
	scrounge
	 G 



	 8 
	precise
	 
	exact
	 H 



	 9 
	distraught
	 
	robe; gown
	 I 



	 10 
	scrutinize
	 
	magistrate; sheriff
	 J 



	 11 
	exile
	 
	shriveled
	 K 



	 12 
	proclaim
	 
	shaved
	 L 
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Chapters Seven to Twelve


1.  Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.










	 
	T
	F
	a)
	The searchers came so close to Crispin that once or twice he could have touched their garments.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	The steward, Aycliffe, was Lord Furnival’s younger brother.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Goodwife Peregrine was the oldest person in Crispin’s village.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Richard du Brey had told Aycliffe, the steward, that he must act immediately, that they were all in great danger.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Although Crispin’s mother could read and write, she had never taught her son these skills.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	The steward was offering a reward of ten shillings and a year without taxes for the capture of Crispin.






2.  Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.
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	a)
	Crispin meets Father Quinel behind the stone church.
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	b)
	Peregrine places a small leather pouch around Crispin’s neck and sends him off.
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	c)
	Matthew and Luke pass Crispin in the forest and Crispin hears their conversation.
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	d)
	Cerdic leads Crispin into a trap.
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	e)
	The priest tells Crispin that he has been declared a wolf’s head.
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	f)
	Crispin meets Cerdic in the forest.
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Chapters Seven to Twelve

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  Why did Luke think it unlikely that Crispin broke into the steward’s home, broke into the money chest, and ran off into the forest?

 

 

2.  What news had Sir Richard du Brey brought to the steward about Lord Furnival?

 

 

3.  What were the consequences to the person declared a wolf’s head?

 

 

4.  What advice did Father Quinel give to Crispin?

 

 

 

5.  What news does Cerdic bring to Crispin? What was Crispin’s first thoughts regarding this news?

 

 

 

6.  What unlikely coincidence happens in Chapter 11 which leads Crispin to believe that God had abandoned him?
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	After his betrayal of Crispin, and then Crispin’s escape, Cerdic’s mind must have been filled with disappointment and dread. Imagine you are Cerdic and write a journal entry at the conclusion of this very eventful day. Describe your innermost feelings about what you did – and why – and what the consequences of your actions might be.
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Chapters Thirteen to Nineteen

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Harriet Ann Jacobs once wrote, Cruelty is contagious in uncivilized communities. Do you think Crispin would support this viewpoint? Defend your answer.

 

 

 

 

2.  If you were Crispin, what would your next move be?
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Complete each sentence with a word from the list.











	 
	profound
	evasive
	scrutinize
	besiege
	loathsome



	 
	sustenance
	intend
	alter
	grotesque
	trepidation




1.    Our family found it necessary to ___________ our vacation plans due to the tornado.

2.    The king never thought the enemy army would ___________ his castle for a whole year.

3.    The mere thought of having a spider crawl over me is most ___________.

4.    By the time my brother had donned his Halloween costume and applied his makeup, he looked quite ___________.

5.    As he entered the abandoned house, Jeremy’s skin crawled with ___________.

6.    Crispin had gone without ___________ for a couple of days and found himself famished.

7.    His friends never dreamed that such ___________ words could come from Billy’s mouth.

8.    Didn’t you find that the answers he gave were very ___________?

9.    The detective took a few minutes to ___________ the piece of evidence before moving into the other room.

10.  “I ___________ to repay you every cent I borrowed!” she shouted angrily.
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Chapters Thirteen to Nineteen

1.  Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

a)   In the forest, all Crispin found to eat were __________ and bitter roots.

b)   The village had been destroyed by the Great __________ or the Great __________ as it was then called.

c)   Crispin told the man in the church that he was going to meet his ___________.

d)   Crispin was approximately ____________ years old.

e)   The man in the church was able to capture Crispin by offering him a piece of __________.









	2.

	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.




	 
	










	 
	treason
	lord
	cross
	gluttons
	drum







	 
	a)

	The skeleton that Crispin came across clutched a tiny ________.




	 
	b)

	The man that Crispin came across singing in the church had a small _________ in his hands.




	 
	c)

	The man in the church felt that the officials of the kingdom were all corrupt ___________.




	 
	d)

	Crispin told the man in the church that his words sounded like ___________.




	 
	e)

	The man in the church declared to Crispin that from that point on, the boy had a new _____________.
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Chapters Thirteen to Nineteen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.   What four things did Crispin find in the pouch given to him by Goodwife Peregrine?

 

 

2.  What shocking sight did Crispin see at the crossroads in Chapter 14?

 

 

3.  What was unusual about the village that Crispin finally came across?

 

 

 

4.  Describe the appearance of the man that Crispin came across who was singing in the church.

 

 

 

5.  For what crime had the man at the crossroads been executed? Describe how this makes you feel.

 

 

 

6.  What did the man in the church make Crispin swear to do? Do you think this will be a good thing for Crispin? Why or why not?
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	Imagine that you are Crispin at this point in the story (and you are not illiterate as in Crispin’s case). Write an entry in Crispin’s journal describing the events outlined in the last few chapters. Include Crispin’s reaction to his situation.
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Chapters Twenty to Twenty-five
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	Word List



	adore



	anyone



	arc



	Bali



	Bear



	betray



	café



	Crispin



	el



	eve



	evening



	Furnival



	infest



	intact



	lament



	lead



	livery



	nap



	nun



	pestilence



	priest



	proclaim



	quiet



	Quinel



	react



	reflect



	relic



	remorse



	reveal



	sere



	serf



	toling



	tunic



	tyrant



	vies



	West



	Wexly
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	   Across    

2.  Crispin’s new master.

5.  Bear and Crispin were going to Great ______.

6.  Lord ______.

8.  Short for evening.

9.  A slave.

11.  A member of the clergy.

12.  Overrun by vermin.

14.  A small restaurant.

15.  Not noisy.

16.  A ruler who oppresses his people.

19.  To announce or declare.

22.  To express sorrow.

24.  Strives or competes.

27.  To cast back (light, sound, etc.) from a surface.

28.  Crispin carried with him a cross of ______.

29.  A time of day.

30.  All people.

32.  The novel’s main character.


	   Down    

1.  An outer garment.

2.  An island in Indonesia.

3.  Abbreviation for elevation.

4.  To show.

5.  A direction.

7.  Not altered or broken.

10.  An object from the past.

11.  A deadly disease.

13.  Cerdic knew he would ______ Crispin.

15.  Father ______.

17.  Deep regret.

18.  A woman member of a religious order.

20.  To respond.

21.  Usually refers to the clothes worn by servants.

23.  The church bell was ______.

25.  Dry or withered.

26.  To love.

30.  Bow-shaped.

31.  A short sleep.
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Chapters Twenty to Twenty-five

Complete the paragraphs by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

It seemed strange to Crispin that Bear, his new master, said he was a man who hated (a)___________. Although he wanted to run away from Bear, Crispin believed that because he had sworn an (b)___________ to his master, running away would cast him into (c)___________. Bear and Crispin were bound for the town of Great (d)___________. On their journey, there weren’t any people about because of the (e)___________. Bear told Crispin that at one time he was fated to be a (f)___________ in the City of (g)___________. The first two skills that Bear attempted to teach Crispin was (h)___________ and (i)___________. Bear tied Crispin’s hands behind a tree while the big man went to fetch some (j)_____________. When he returned, he had a large, fat (k)___________ dangling from his hands. Bear told Crispin that he knew Lord Furnival to be an (l)___________ man who loved bragging, drinking, and (m)___________. He also told Crispin that to be a wolf’s head is to say you’re no longer (n)___________. Bear also informed Crispin that his lead cross was only a (o)___________, and that the only cross Crispin needed was the one in his (p)___________.
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Chapters Twenty to Twenty-five

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  Investigate: Bear mentions that the population of London at that time was thirty or forty thousand. What is the current population of London, England?

 

 

2.  Why was Bear bitter toward his father?

 

 

3.  In the abbey, Bear learned Latin, French and English, but with the group of mummers he learned four new “languages.” What were they?

 

 

4.  How had Bear managed to escape the Great Death?

 

 

5.  What did Bear tell Crispin that his two-part hat meant?

 

 

6.  How does Crispin reveal to Bear that he is really something of a hypocrite?
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	Bear begins to teach Crispin two valuable skills in these chapters in order for him to become an entertainer like himself. How might a shy person like Crispin feel about the prospect of performing in front of crowds of people? Write a journal entry from Crispin’s perspective describing his thoughts about the disturbing plans that his new master has for him.
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Chapters Twenty-six to Thirty-one

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  What is your impression of Bear so far? What reasons do you have for forming such an impression?

 

 

 

2.  Why do you think it is especially difficult for Crispin to trust Bear at this point in the novel?

 

 

 


[image: Images]

Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.











	1.
	I found the monotony of the task to be more than I could take.



	 
	a) sameness
	b) difficulty
	c) demands
	d) resilience



	2.
	He only said those words to mollify me.



	 
	a) scare
	b) soothe
	c) bribe
	d) anger



	3.
	Sir John was most evasive when speaking with the king.



	 
	a) annoyed
	b) delighted
	c) cunning
	d) bored



	4.
	Mr. Marsh demonstrated his dexterity to his grade four students.



	 
	a) wealth
	b) ineptness
	c) intelligence
	d) expertise



	5.
	Samantha sensed a feeling of resentment creep over her.



	 
	a) affection
	b) pleasure
	c) animosity
	d) contentment



	6.
	Bear’s actions were done to the hilarity of the crowd.



	 
	a) apathy
	b) amusement
	c) puzzlement
	d) resentment



	7.
	I was amazed at the look of malevolence that he gave to the young acrobat.



	 
	a) hatred
	b) adoration
	c) amusement
	d) boredom
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Chapters Twenty-six to Thirty-one

1.  Put a check mark ([image: Images]) next to the answer that is most correct.










	 
	a)
	Standing guard at the bridge was _____________ and about a dozen other men.



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	John Aycliffe



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	Lord Furnival



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	Father Quinel



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	D 
	Edward the Third



	 
	b)
	For whom did Bear promise to survey the kingdom and bring back his judgment of his observations?



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	A 
	the King of France



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	B 
	the church fathers



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	C 
	the Black Prince



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	D 
	a brotherhood



	 
	c)
	What did Bear find more puzzling than evil?



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	A 
	The Great Pestilence



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	B 
	women and children



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	C 
	innocence
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	D 
	none of the above



	 
	d)
	What musical instrument did Crispin learn to play?
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	A 
	a recorder
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	B 
	a flute
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	C 
	a saxophone



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	D 
	a didgeridoo



	 
	e)
	 King Edward was known as England’s ________ king.



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	A 
	gallant
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	B 
	warrior



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	C 
	former
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	D 
	absent
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Chapters Twenty-six to Thirty-one

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  What reason did Bear give for taking Crispin captive?

 

 

2.  How did Bear prove his devotion to the priest in Lodgecot?

 

 

3.  Why do you think that a soldier in particular might say, “If you have to choose between alertness and worry, being alert will bring you more days of life”?

 

 

4.  Describe Bear’s reaction when he read the inscription on Crispin’s cross of lead.

 

 

 

5.  Predict what you think might have been inscribed upon the cross to make Bear react in this way.

 

 

 

6.  Describe Crispin’s responsibilities when they entered the town of Lodgecot.
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	The inscription on Crispin’s cross of lead has obviously given Bear much to think about. Imagine you are Bear and create a journal entry at the end of this busy day, describing the events of the day and his feelings about his young servant and the particular cross he wears about his neck.
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Chapters Thirty-two to Thirty-six

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Crispin begins to display a sense of courage in this section. What do you feel defines courage?

 

 

 

2.  Think of a really good example of an act of courage. It can be from your own life, something you have read, or even from your imagination. Write your example on the space provided below.
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Complete each sentence with a word from the list.











	 
	proportion
	clamor
	kirtle
	hesitation
	servile



	 
	palpable
	intense
	glaives
	furtive
	rueful




1.    “In faith, Crispin, you have a __________ look.”

2.    After allowing the winning goal, the tender had a most ____________ expression on her face.

3.    Crispin found himself surrounded by men with ____________.

4.    I don’t think I have ever felt such ___________ pressure as when I acted in that play.

5.    As a librarian, I did not expect there to be so much __________ in the study area.

6.    Bear gave a _____________ sigh of relief.

7.    My father always got a larger ___________ of the food at dinner than any of his children.

8.    Without ____________, the burglar broke the window and climbed into the store.

9.    Widow Daventry was dressed in a brown, grease-spotted _____________.

10.  Before slipping the stolen watch into his pocket, Angel gave her uncle a ________ glance.
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Chapters Thirty-two to Thirty-six


1.  Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.










	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Crispin gave a Jesuit monk a penny.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	Crispin realized that the soldiers at the Bishop’s Gate were looking for someone.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	At one point Bear referred to Crispin as being as ignorant as a turnip.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Bear and Crispin stayed at the Green Spider Tavern.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Lord Furnival died of the Great Pestilence.






2.  Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in the chapters.
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	a)
	Crispin meets the Widow Daventry.
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	b)
	Crispin and Bear note that the gates to the city are heavily guarded by soldiers.
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	c)
	Bear offers to make Crispin his apprentice.
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	d)
	Crispin slips out of the tavern and into the streets of Great Wexly.
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	e)
	As they neared Great Wexly, the crowds on the road grew.
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	f)
	Bear told Crispin that the black cloth and blue and gold ribbons hanging about Great Wexly meant that someone important had died.
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Chapters Thirty-two to Thirty-six

Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph using examples from the text to support your answers.

1.  Why did Bear think it necessary that Crispin knew something of weapons?

 

 

2.  Why do you think Crispin was so thrilled when Bear offered to allow Crispin to become his apprentice?

 

 

 

3.  Investigate: Crispin mentions passing tradesmen, traders and tinkers on his journey. What was the trade of a tinker ?

 

 

 

4.  What did Bear mean when he said to Crispin, “The worst disguise is fear”?

 

 

 

5.  Describe Bear’s strategy when he and Crispin reached the gates of the city.

 

 

 

6.  Describe three sights which greeted Crispin at Great Wexly.
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	Crispin is really taking a chance by leaving the protection of Bear, isn’t he? Write a journal entry predicting what might happen to Crispin in the next few chapters.
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Chapters Thirty-seven to Forty-one

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  In this section we see an example of coincidence. Define coincidence and give an example of one.

 

 

 

2.  Why do you think writers are advised to avoid using coincidence as much as possible?

 

 

 


[image: Images]

Circle the correct word(s) that matches the meaning of the underlined word.










	1.
	Brad found the party to be a little more tumultuous than he had imagined.



	 
	a) boring
	b) boisterous
	c) orderly
	d) peaceful



	2.
	Do you think he is at all apprehensive about running for the senate?



	 
	a) concerned
	b) unafraid
	c) disinterested
	d) proud



	3.
	The wall had not been built in a simple circle, but was in fact serpentine.



	 
	a) complicated
	b) narrow
	c) deceptive
	d) winding



	4.
	The streets were all deserted except for a few laggards.



	 
	a) zealots
	b) drunks
	c) stragglers
	d) guards



	5.
	I was surprised at the fervor with which he greeted the project.



	 
	a) enthusiasm
	b) fever
	c) disinterest
	d) consistency



	6.
	I have never seen him looking as vulnerable as he is right now.



	 
	a) impregnable
	b) hated
	c) secure
	d) defenseless



	7.
	When the president’s radio address began, his voice was very indistinct.



	 
	a) clear
	b) unclear
	c) forceful
	d) melancholic
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Chapters Thirty-seven to Forty-one

1.  Fill in the blank with the correct word from the chapters.

a)   While wandering the streets of Great Wexly, Crispin saw Lady _________ and her entourage pass by.

b)   In the great open town square were crowds of _________ with booths and stalls.

c)   When Crispin saw a group of _________ enter the church, it gave him courage to go in as well.

d)   When he was confronted by the two men in the narrow laneway, Crispin used Bear’s ___________ to defend himself.

e)   When Crispin arrived back at the inn, he learned that another man, John ___________, had arrived to meet with Bear.









	2.

	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.




	 
	










	 
	curfew
	palfrey
	priest
	rebellion
	cathedral







	 
	1.

	Crispin saw an elegant woman riding sidesaddle on a great black ___________.




	 
	2.

	The largest building that Crispin saw was a magnificent _____________.




	 
	3.

	The gates of the city closed because the __________ had begun.




	 
	4.

	The man that Bear met with in Widow Daventry’s inn was a __________.




	 
	5.

	As Crispin eavesdropped on Bear’s conversation with the other man in the inn, he realized that the men were involved in some sort of ___________. 
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Chapters Thirty-seven to Forty-one

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  What familiar person did Crispin see in the church and what was the immediate result?

 

 

 

2.  Describe how Crispin escaped from the two men he met in the narrow lane.

 

 

3.  What injury did he receive as a result of this confrontation?

 

 

4.  After Crispin avoided capture, why was he reluctant to return to Bear?

 

 

 

5.  Describe how Crispin planned to escape from the city. How did this plan end up being faulty?

 

 

 

6.  Why were Crispin and Bear so happy to find one another?
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	Crispin overhears Bear and the other man mention the mysterious grandson of the king, Richard of Bordeaux, in their secretive conversation. Your journal entry is to be a brief investigation of this historical figure – the man who was to become King Richard II – the eighth king of England. Discover at least three interesting facts about this important monarch.
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Chapters Forty-two to Forty-seven

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  From what you have learned about England in the 14th Century, what do you think would be an advantage to living there as opposed to your own hometown in the 21st Century?

 

 

2.  What would be disadvantageous about living in medieval England as compared to your present life?

 

 

[image: Images]

Write a sentence using the following words. Make sure that the meaning of each word is clear in your sentence.

Tumultuous

 

Elegant

 

Boisterous

 

Reluctant

 

Savory

 

Admonish

 

Linger

 

Caterwauling

 

Furtive
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Chapters Forty-two to Forty-seven

1.  Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

Crispin awoke the next morning to a deafening peal of (a)__________. He had forgotten that he was in Great Wexly and it was the Feast of John the (b)__________. Bear was still asleep so Crispin went downstairs where Widow (c)__________ put him to work in the (d)__________. When helping the Widow, Crispin dropped a meat (e)__________ on the floor and ended up eating it. Widow asked Bear if he was meeting John (f)__________, to which Bear replied, “less said, less to (g)__________. After telling Bear about the spies who were watching them, Crispin said that maybe he should be (h)__________ Bear instead of the other way around. Bear left the tavern and crossed town to a building with a sign over the door featuring the picture of a (i)__________. Not too long after the meeting started, Crispin burst into the building to warn Bear and the others that (j)__________ were coming. When the men burst into the building, (k)_________ helped everyone escape over the wall, but in the process was captured.

2.  Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following:








	 
	a)
	Who did Crispin suspect was spying on them?
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	A
	one-eyed man
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	B
	John Aycliffe
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	C
	Lady Furnival
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	D
	the bailiff





	 
	b)
	Investigate the meaning of trencher.
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	A
	rotisserie



	[image: img]
	B
	oven



	[image: img]
	C
	small table



	[image: img]
	D
	platter








	 
	c)
	When leaving, Bear told Crispin to attend to?







	[image: img]
	A
	juggling



	[image: img]
	B
	his own business



	[image: img]
	C
	his music



	[image: img]
	D
	helping Widow Daventry





	 
	d)
	Crispin was able to follow Bear because?







	[image: img]
	A
	of his colorful clothes
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	B
	of his great height



	[image: img]
	C
	of the bells on his hat
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	D
	his loud voice
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Chapters Forty-two to Forty-seven

 Answer each question with a complete sentence







	1.
	What advice did the Widow give to Crispin regarding Bear’s activities at the end of Chapter 43?



	 
	




	 
	




	2.
	In Chapter 44, why did Crispin surmise that the young spy was interested in Bear and not him?



	 
	




	 
	




	3.
	Describe briefly the theme of the conversation at the meeting attended by Bear and John Ball.



	 
	




	 
	




	 
	




	4.
	Why did Crispin find this so startling?



	 
	




	 
	




	 
	




	5.
	What do you think led Bear to tell Crispin that it was Crispin the soldiers wanted and not him?



	 
	




	 
	




	 
	




	6.
	When the soldiers burst into the Widow’s establishment, how did Crispin manage to escape capture?
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	In Chapter 47 Crispin says, He had taken Bear to get at me. Imagine you are Bear. If what Crispin says is true, what must Bear be going through while he is in the hands of his captors – John Aycliffe and the others? Describe what you imagine will happen to this brave friend of Crispin’s.
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Chapters Forty-eight to Fifty-five

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  Crispin overhears John Ball saying, “That no man, or woman either, shall be enslaved to any other, but stand free and equal to one another.” Why was this such a dangerous statement to make at this time and place?

 

 

 

2.  What does this tell you about the character of John Ball? Think of two characteristics.

 

 

[image: Images]

In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word that does not belong. Then write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.











	1.
	a) smock
	b) garment
	c) dress
	d) strike



	 
	




	2.
	a) diminish
	b) abate
	c) prolong
	d) weaken



	 
	




	3.
	a) soothed
	b) angry
	c) aggravated
	d) agitated



	 
	




	4.
	a) righteous
	b) honest
	c) ethical
	d) immoral



	 
	




	5.
	a) reputation
	b) obscurity
	c) position
	d) distinction



	 
	




	6.
	a) mosaic
	b) montage
	c) collage
	d) uniform



	 
	




	7.
	a) resolve
	b) determine
	c) waver
	d) conclude
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Chapters Forty-eight to Fifty-five

1.  Put a check mark ([image: Images]) next to the answer that is most correct.










	 
	a)
	Widow Daventry informed Crispin that the cross of lead said, Crispin – son of __________



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	King Edward
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	B
	Aycliffe



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	C
	Furnival
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	D
	none of the above













	 
	b)
	Crispin’s mother was the youngest daughter of:



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	A
	Lord Douglas
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	B
	Lord Aycliffe
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	C
	Bear
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	D
	Lord Furnival













	 
	c)
	Crispin at last understood that when he heard Aycliffe and the other man speaking in the forest, the “her” they were referring to was:
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	A
	his mother
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	B
	Lady Furnival
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	C
	Aycliffe’s wife
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	D
	the Virgin Mary













	 
	d)
	John Ball informed the other conspirators that Bear was in fact a __________.
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	A
	traitor



	 
	 
	[image: Images]
	B
	spy
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	C
	imbecile
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	D
	all of the above













	 
	e)
	When Crispin looked at the picture of Lord Furnival for the first time, he was astonished because the man looked startlingly like:
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	A
	Bear
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	B
	his mother
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	C
	himself
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	D
	John Aycliffe
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Chapters Forty-eight to Fifty-five

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  What events had caused Widow Daventry to be so upset?

 

 

2.  What plan did Widow Daventry formulate for Crispin’s escape?

 

 

3.  Put the following expression in your own words: Beware all men who confuse their righteousness with the will of God.

 

 

 

4.  Why had the people of Stromford always treated Crispin and his mother with contempt?

 

 

 

5.  Investigate: using resources from your school library or the Internet, find out the meaning of Vespers as it is used in the following sentence in Chapter 52: “the church bells rang for late-afternoon Vespers.”

 

 

 

6.  Many of the chapters in this novel end in cliffhangers. Chapter 55 is no exception. Describe why this is a good example of a cliffhanger and predict what might happen next.
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	This was a very traumatic day for a number of the characters in this story: Bear, Widow Daventry, Crispin, and John Ball – to name a few. Imagine you are one of these characters and write a journal entry at the end of this tumultuous day detailing your adventures. Be sure to describe the emotions you felt as well.
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Chapters Fifty-six to Fifty-eight

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.  “A noble person attracts noble people, and knows how to hold on to them.” (Johann Wolfgang von Goethe) Do you think that this particular quote applies to Bear? Defend your response.

 

 

 

2.  How has Crispin grown as a person since Chapter 1? Try to think of two or three examples.
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Choose a word from the list that means the same as the underlined word.











	 
	crevice
	abduct
	abundance
	sconce
	disdain



	 
	proclaim
	hostile
	mazer
	detain
	tapestry











	 
	1.
	The dictator gave the demonstrators a look of pure hatred when they marched passed his palace.



	 
	2.
	Did you ever expect that they would kidnap your sister and demand ransom from you?



	 
	3.
	The mayor will announce her victory at the Four Seasons Hotel this evening before midnight.



	 
	4.
	We looked into the bowl to find it filled with a gooey purple substance.



	 
	5.
	The valuable antique curtain was completely destroyed in the fire.



	 
	6.
	There was definitely a myriad of entertainment options for the children to choose from at the amusement park.



	 
	7.
	The museum curator told us that the candelabra was worth more than a thousand dollars.



	 
	8.
	The earthquake opened a large chasm in the rock surface.



	 
	9.
	“Make out a warrant to apprehend the fugitive,” Sergeant Preston ordered.



	 
	10.
	I don’t think he means to look so antagonistic, that’s just his natural expression.
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Chapters Fifty-six to Fifty-eight


1.  Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.










	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Crispin’s cross read, “Crispin – son of Furnival”.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	John Aycliffe denied killing Father Quinel.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Crispin found Bear to be in relatively good condition in the dungeon.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Crispin fatally stabbed John Aycliffe to death by the city gates.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	It was fortunate that Widow Daventry showed up at the city gate just after the fight with John Aycliffe, or Bear and Crispin might not have escaped.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Crispin placed the cross of lead upon John Aycliffe’s body.






2.  Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in the chapters.
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	a)
	Aycliffe deceives Crispin and breaks his sworn word.
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	b)
	Aycliffe is killed.
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	c)
	Bear dubs Crispin a full member of the guild of free men.



	 
	[image: img]
	d)
	Crispin’s prayers are interrupted by John Aycliffe.
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	e)
	Aycliffe leads Crispin to where Bear is being held captive.
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	f)
	Crispin and John Aycliffe reached an initial agreement.
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Chapters Fifty-six to Fifty-eight

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  Describe Crispin’s reaction to meeting John Aycliffe.

 

 

2.  Why do you think John Aycliffe agreed to Crispin’s terms?

 

 

3.  Describe the deal that Crispin and John Aycliffe reached.

 

 

4.  When Bear realized it was Crispin who had come for him, what was the big man’s first fear?

 

 

 

5.  Why do you think Aycliffe waited until they reached the city gates before revealing his true intentions to Crispin?

 

 

 

6.  The climax of a novel usually indicates the major turning point in the plot, when the main conflict of the plot is resolved. When do you think the climax occurred in this novel?
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	As your final journal entry, interview a classmate to find out what his or her reactions to the novel’s conclusion are. How did it leave him or her feeling? Was it a satisfying ending? Unsatisfying? Did it help open his or her understanding of something that he or she may have never considered before?
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Chapters 1 to 12


The Simile

A simile is a literary device in which two things are compared using the word like or as. An example of a simile from Chapter 4 is, “… the river Strom, glittering like a silver ribbon in the golden sun.” What two things are being compared in this example? Invent your own similes comparing the following with something appropriate:

➢  A bird’s early-morning song

➢  The sound of the bells of a horse’s harness

➢  The swish of skates on ice

➢  The call of an auctioneer

➢  The frightened cry of a small child
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Chapters 13 to 19


Scrapbooking

Using your own artwork, photographs, or pictures cut from magazines or downloaded from the Internet, create a scrapbook illustrating Crispin’s adventures to this point.

The scrapbook should contain titles, notes of explanation, and other memorabilia to help the reader get as clear a picture as possible of Crispin’s adventures and the exciting times in which he lived. You may include in your scrapbook pictures that are associated with medieval times (i.e. knights in armor, castles, ancient villages), pictures illustrating how people dressed in those days; the food they ate; how they entertained themselves.

Use your imagination and be creative! When you are finished, your scrapbook should be a product that even Crispin would be proud to display before King Edward.
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Chapters 20 to 31


Ancient Rhymes of England

Bear loved to sing the popular songs of that time. Chapter 26 features one of these ancient tunes (also repeated in the novel’s last chapter). Many songs and rhymes of Great Britain can be traced back hundreds of years, but few people actually consider what the lyrics mean. Investigate one or more of the following rhymes and give a brief explanation of its meaning.

➢  Ring Around a Roses

➢  Baa Baa Black Sheep

➢  London Bridge is Falling Down

➢  Ding Dong Bell

➢  The Grand Old Duke of York

➢  Goosey Goosey Gander
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Chapters 32 to 36


This activity is especially for students with an artistic flair or who love comic books! It can be done for any of the incidents described so far in Crispin: The Cross of Lead. The first step is to decide on the length of your comic strip (6 to 12 frames is suggested); next, consider what events you will include. You may wish to highlight a brief incident (Crispin meets Bear for the first time; his escape from John Aycliffe), or encompass the highlights of Chapters 32–36. You may even want to provide an alternate ending to your scene.

A quick sketch of the comic strip can first be accomplished in a storyboard format before a final, good copy is attempted. The strip should include a title, dialogue, and color. It should be neat and imaginative.
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Chapters 37 to 41


Crispin: The Cross of Lead features a cast of fascinating characters. By the end of Chapter 41, you have met all of the major and secondary characters featured in the plot. Imagine now that you are a casting director of a major motion picture studio about to shoot a feature-length film of this novel.


Your task is to cast each of the following characters using only people (students, teachers, etc.) from your school. For each character, write down who you have chosen to play the role and briefly explain why you selected that individual.

•   Crispin

•   Bear

•   Cerdic

•   Crispin’s mother

•   Father Quinel

•   John Aycliffe

•   Widow Daventry

•   John Ball





 







	 
	[image: Images]




Chapters 42 to 58


Do either A or B below.

A. The author certainly does an excellent job of tying up all the loose ends in this novel and providing a very satisfying conclusion. What, though, if things hadn’t gone so well for Crispin and Bear in their final battle with John Aycliffe? Use your imagination and write an alternative ending to the novel – perhaps one that does not end on such a happy note. Your imaginary conclusion should be approximately one page in length.

B. The conclusion of Crispin: The Cross of Lead also invites the writing of a sequel, doesn’t it? Did you know that a sequel to the novel has already been written by Avi? It is called, Crispin: At the Edge of the World. Imagine that you are Avi and are writing a sequel to the novel we have just read. Write a brief synopsis describing the adventures that Crispin and Bear find themselves in. Your synopsis of this imaginary sequel should be about a page in length.
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Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are even backwards.











	 

	abacus

	besiege

	elegant

	glaives

	rebuke




	 

	agitate

	crevice

	fringe

	palfrey

	remorse




	 

	bailiff

	dextertity

	furtive

	pestilence

	torture




	 

	beguile

	distinction

	gaubtlet

	pillage

	tyrant
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	Comprehension Quiz
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Answer each question in a complete sentence.








	1.

	Describe how Asta and her son were treated by the other villagers.
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	2.

	Describe Crispin’s unfortunate circumstances in Chapter 2 – even before he was declared a wolf’s head.
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	3.

	Describe one character attribute of John Aycliffe and give proof to support your answer.
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	4.

	Before Crispin flees Stromford village he is befriended by one man. Who was this man and what kindness did he show Crispin?
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	5.

	What shocking sight did Crispin see at the crossroads just before he met Bear?
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	6.

	Describe Bear’s attitude toward Crispin when they first met.
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	7.

	How did Bear make his living? What dangerous occupation did he also engage in?
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Comprehension Quiz








	8.

	What town was Bear headed to and why was he going there?
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	9.

	Describe the sights that greeted Crispin in Great Wexly.
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	10.

	What clever strategy did Bear use to get past the guards of the city of Great Wexly so that Crispin wouldn’t fall under suspicion?
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	11.

	With whom did Bear meet at Widow Daventry’s tavern? What was the purpose of their meeting?
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	12.

	Describe how Bear ended up being captured by the soldiers.
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	13.

	What inscription was written on Crispin’s cross of lead?
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	14.

	Describe what you consider to be the novel’s climax.
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	SUBTOTAL:     /14















	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. fringe

2. taunt

3. croft

4. forfeit

5. distressed

6. banish

7. transfixed

8. plight

9. alteration

10. pinnacle


	
   1.   

a) [image: image] B



b) [image: image] C



c) [image: image] B



d) [image: image] D



e) [image: image] A


	
   1.   

She was despised – an outcast. Father Quinel.

   2.   

He was the steward or bailiff. He treated Asta’s son badly.

   3.   

He immediately tried to capture him. Answers will vary.

   4.   

He had died before Asta’s son’s birth in the Great Mortality (Black Death).

   5.   

Hope of heaven after death; and protection from the Scots.

   6.   

Father Quinel. His mother trusted him; he treated Asta’s son kindly.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. G

2. J

3. E

4. I

5. K

6. L

7. D

8. H

9. B

10. F

11. A

12. C


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    F 



c)    T 



d)    T 

e)    T 



f)    F 

   2.   

a) 2



b) 5



c) 1



d) 6



e) 3



f) 4
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   1.   

Crispin had always been very skittish.

   2.   

He was ill and expected to die.

   3.   

He was a non-person and could be killed without consequence.

   4.   

Go to another town or city and stay for a year and a day and you’ll gain your freedom.

   5.   

Father Quinel could not meet him, and he was to follow Cerdic. He wasn’t sure that he could trust Cerdic.

   6.   

He stumbles upon the murdered body of Father Quinel.
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12

	
13

	
14

	
15

	
16
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. alter

2. besiege

3. loathsome

4. grotesque

5. trepidation

6. sustenance

7. profound

8. evasive

9. scrutinize

10. intend


	
   1.   

a) acorns

b) Plague; Mortality

c) father

d) 13

e) bread



   2.   

a) cross



b) drum



c) gluttons



d) treason



e) lord


	
   1.   

Three seeds and a cross of lead.

   2.   

The body of a man who had been hung.

   3.   

It was deserted.

   4.   

He was a large man with a full red beard, and a ruddy face.

   5.   

He held back a pound of wool to sell so as to feed his sickly child. Answers will vary.

   6.   

Not to leave Bear’s side. Answers will vary.


	
Vocabulary

Across

2. Bear

5. Wexly

6. Furnival

8. eve

9. serf

11. priest

12. infest

14. café

15. quiet

16. tyrant

19. proclaim

22. lament

24. vies

27. reflect

28. lead

29. evening

30. anyone

32. Crispin



Down

1. tunic

2. Bali

3. el

4. reveal

5. West

7. intact

10. relic

11. pestilence

13. betray

15. Quinel

17. remorse

18. nun

20. react

21. livery

23. toling

25. sere

26. adore

30. arc

31. nap


	
a) tyranny



b) oath



c) Hell



d) Wexly



e) pestilence



f) priest



g) York



h) juggling



i) singing



j) food



k) rabbit



l) arrogant



m) killing



n) human



o) trinket



p) heart


	
   1.   

About 7.5 million.

   2.   

Bear suspected he offered him to the church to fulfill a pledge.

   3.   

The language of song, of hand, of foot, and of laughter.

   4.   

Going to Scotland.

   5.   

The soul contains both bad and good.

   6.   
 
He shows reverence but doesn’t believe it.
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21

	
22


















	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. a

2. b

3. c

4. d

5. c

6. b

7. a


	
   1.   

a)  [image: image]  A

b)  [image: image]  D

c)  [image: image]  C

d)  [image: image]  A

e)  [image: image]  B


	
   1.   

He wanted Crispin’s help when he entertained the villagers.

   2.   

By singing a sacred song.

   3.   

Answers will vary. If a soldier isn’t alert, the enemy may sneak up and kill him.

   4.   

He pretended that the light was too weak to read.

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   

To play his recorder.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. servile

2. rueful

3. glaives

4. intense

5. clamor

6. palpable

7. proportion

8. hesitation

9. kirtle

10. furtive


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    T 

c)    T 

d)    F 

e)    F 

   2.   

a) 5

b) 3

c) 1

d) 6

e) 2

f) 4
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   1.   

Answers will vary. To defend himself because he obviously had enemies.

   2.   

Answers will vary. This was a great step up for Crispin in terms of learning life skills.

   3.   

Mender of pots, kettles, etc.

   4.   

People sense when a person is afraid.

   5.   

They put on a performance to distract the guards from looking for Crispin.

   6.   

Answers will vary.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. b

2. a

3. d

4. c

5. a

6. d

7. b


	
   1.   

a) Furnival



b) traders



c) children



d) dagger



e) Ball



   2.   

1. palfrey



2. cathedral



3. curfew



4. priest



5. rebellion


	
   1.   

John Aycliffe. He recognized Crispin and alerted the guards.

   2.   

He caught them by surprise by headbutting them.

   3.   

A bruised wrist.

   4.   

He had disobeyed Bear and Crispin wasn’t sure Bear could forgive him.

   5.   

He would make his way to the wall and follow it until he reached the gate. He got lost in the maze of streets and alleys.

   6.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

a) bells

b) Baptist

c) Daventry

d) Kitchen

e) pie

f) Ball

g) deny

h) protecting

i) boot

j) soldiers

k) Bear

   2.   

a) A         b) D



c) C         d) B


	
   1.   

He should stick to his juggling and not mix with those that cause trouble.

   2.   

When Bear left the house, the young spy followed Bear.

   3.   

Overthrowing the present rulers.

   4.   

It was treason for which they could be hung.

   5.   
 
Answers will vary. Possible answer includes: To protect Crispin.

   6.   

He concealed himself in the hidden room.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Reasons will vary.



1. d



2. c



3. a



4. d



5. b



6. d



7. c


	
   1.   

a) C

b) A

c) B

d) B

e) C


	
   1.   

Bear’s capture and the trashing of her tavern.

   2.   

He was to stay in hiding at the inn until after curfew and then escape from the city.

   3.   

Answers will vary. Possible answer includes: Just because you think what you’re doing is right, doesn’t mean it is.

   4.   

Crispin and his mother had been sent to live in the village by Furnival as unwanted prisoners.

   5.   

Evening prayer service.

   6.   
 
Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. disdain



2. abduct



3. proclaim



4. mazer



5. tapestry



6. abundance



7. sconce



8. crevice



9. detain



10. hostile


	
   1.   

a)    T 

b)    F 

c)    F 

d)    F 

e)    F 

f)    T 

   2.   

a) 4



b) 5



c) 6



d) 1



e) 3



f) 2
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   1.   

Aycliffe attacked him, but Crispin met his bluster with confidence.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

   3.   

If Bear was released, Crispin and he would leave the area.

   4.   

He had betrayed Crispin under torture.

   5.   

Answers will vary.

   6.   
 
Answers will vary. Possible answer includes: When Aycliffe is killed.
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Word Search Puzzle
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   1.   

With contempt.

   2.   

His mother died and he was forced to leave the family home.

   3.   

Answers will vary. Possible answers include: Cruel, selfish.

   4.   

Father Quinel. He gives him counsel and reassurance.

   5.   

A dead man who had been hung.

   6.   

He was blustery and bossy.

   7.   
 
He was a mummer (a traveling entertainer). He was also a spy for a secret organization.


	
   8.   

Great Wexly. To entertain.

   9.   

Great crowds of people heading into town.

   10.   

He and Crispin both sang, played, and danced their way past the guards at the gates.

   11.   

John Ball and others. Conspiracy to overthrow the government.

   12.   

The soldiers raided the secret meeting place and Bear stayed to help everyone else escape.

   13.   

Crispin – son of Furnival.

   14.   

Answers may vary. Possible answer includes: The death of Aycliffe.
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