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Call It Courage









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates some understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a considerable understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	
Content

• Information and details relevant to focus


	Elements are incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements are complete; details missing

	All required elements are complete; key details contain some description

	All required elements are complete; enough description for clarity




	Style

• Effective word choice and originality

• Precise language


	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language




	Conventions

• spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our literature kit is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. Our guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities that match the student’s abilities.

Our literature kit divides the novel by chapter sections and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include fear, courage, hope, and resiliency. Call It Courage provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion surrounding the universal issues that are raised during the narrative of this novel.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of Call It Courage. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, small group activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	SEQUENCE CHART
The main character makes many good choices that help him to get over his fear. Students will list the character’s traits before and after his journey toward courage to show this big change. Students will highlight the many steps he took to get over fear and the great sense of satisfaction that it brings him. Found on Page 53.












	THEME
Call It Courage tells the story of Mafatu’s journey to overcome his fears. The Theme graphic organizer asks students to provide the main messages of the story. It also asks students to provide evidence from the text that shows how these become the main messages. Found on Page 54.
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	COMPARE AND CONTRAST
Use this organizer to compare and contrast what Mafatu was like before leaving the Hikueru, with what he is like after coming back. List what character traits stay the same throughout the story, and what traits are different. Reflect on how Mafatu has changed, and how he has stayed the same. Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

At a young age, Mafatu—the great chief’s son—experiences a traumatic event with his mother while out on the open sea. A storm comes up and he clings to his mother’s neck throughout the night. She is able to get him to a coral reef and feed him coconut milk just before she dies. However, memories of his mother and the storm haunt him and he is unable to spend time fishing along with other boys his age. Since courage is a value and fishing is their livelihood, the Hikueru think that Mafatu will be unable to assume his place in the tribe.

Tired of people’s taunts and determined to overcome his fear, Mafatu sets sail alone in a canoe. He journeys to an island where he learns to survive on his own. After rebuilding his own canoe and being chased by the eaters-of-men, Mafatu returns to his own island and assumes his rightful role. Now, the Hikueru sing his story of courage around campfires at night.

Suggestions for Further Reading
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	OTHER BOOKS BY ARMSTRONG SPERRY
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	All Sail Set © 1935



	Wagons Westward © 1936



	Little Eagle, a Navaho Boy © 1938



	Hull-Down for Action © 1945



	Lost Lagoon © 1956



	John Paul Jones, Fighting Sailor © 1963












	 
	OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
	 



	Robert Louis Stevenson, Treasure Island © 1883



	Charles Boardman Hawes, The Dark Frigate © 1924



	Esther Forbes, Johnny Tremain © 1943



	Joseph Krumgold, …And Now Miguel © 1953



	Scott O’Dell, Island of the Blue Dolphins © 1960



	Theodore Taylor, The Cay © 1969



	Cynthia Voigt, Dicey’s Song © 1982
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List of Vocabulary


CHAPTER 1 (PART 1)

• scattered • intervals • despairing • frigate • darkening • outrigger • thwarts • uninhabited • beckoned • pinnacle • sustaining • pandanus • shuddered • quivered • christened • possesses • sympathy



CHAPTER 1 (PART 2)

• fledgling • millrace • noiselessly • destruction • impatiently • eagerness • scornful • resentment • clenched • propelled


CHAPTER 2 (PART 1)

• desolation • limitless • convulsively • ominous • oppressive • submerged • scarcely • varnished • intimacy • sustaining • mysterious • savagely



CHAPTER 2 (PART 2)

• powerless • enveloping • merciful • consciousness • murmur • hampered • staggered


CHAPTER 3 (PART 1)

• motionless • plunged • cascade • quickened • assurance • apprehension • solitude • destruction • plateau • vantage • luxurious • circumference • desperately • isolation • forbidding • resolution • accomplish • reassuring • wrenching • fibrous • extricated



CHAPTER 3 (PART 2)

• irresolute • uncertain • premonition • overpowering • involuntarily • hideously • glistened • unaccountable • dreaded • happiness • perspiration • exertion • companionship • loneliness • implement • sustenance • weariness • transferred • drowsily • extricated • descended


CHAPTER 4 (PART 1)

• buoyant • fashioning • cautiously • clumsily • fiber • persistent • multitude • rustlings • sheltered • splintered • veritable • shouldered • elation • sportive • imperative • splendid • culprit



CHAPTER 4 (PART 2)

• formidable • leisurely • bristling • fascinated • impotent • perilous • frantically • desperation • prevailing • undergrowth • convulsive • disturbance • anticipation • rivulets • reluctant


CHAPTER 4 (PART 3)

• heritage • undisturbed • handicapped • tentacles • piteously • prodigious • phosphorescent • illuminated • supernatural • aquiver • sustained



CHAPTER 5

• rhythmic • ominous • tormented • testament • summation • interstellar • guttural • thwart • vengeance • brandished • implacable • iridescence • diminished • limitless • conflagration
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Armstrong Sperry
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Armstrong Sperry was born in Connecticut on November 7, 1897. His family was either farmers or they sailed the sea. Both these backgrounds influenced Sperry’s stories. He found it easier to write books based on what he had personally experienced, rather than on what he had simply researched.

It was his grandfather’s shipwreck story that prompted him to visit the island of Bora Bora, where he stayed for a year as a guest of the chief. The island’s beauty lived up to all his expectations. When a hurricane hit, it showed him the courage of the Polynesians. His experiences on the island inspired his story Call It Courage and helped him to create one of the first authentic cultural stories for children. Sperry was surprised to find out that the idea of spiritual courage would be so widely accepted among children. He wrote other stories, like All Sail Set, that were also based on his experiences at sea.

Sperry not only writes of adventures on the sea, but also of life as a farmer. When not traveling, he wrote and illustrated from his home on a farm in Vermont. In 1976, Sperry died at the age of 78.
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•   In 1940, Call It Courage won the Newbery Medal for the most distinguished contribution to American books for children.

•   Sperry both writes and illustrates his stories.

•   Sperry’s ancestors were some of the first settlers of Connecticut.
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Chapter One (Part One)

(To the paragraph that starts with “A nondescript yellow dog…”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Write about your family stories that have been told from generation to generation. Or tell a story that you would like to see passed on to the next generation.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Describe a time when you were afraid to try something new. What was it that caused you to be afraid? How did you overcome your fear?
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	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word.














	despairing
	possesses
	uninhabited
	outrigger
	intervals



	thwarts
	beckoned
	pinnacle
	scattered
	christened













	 

	1.
	When he went to pick up his notes, he found out that the wind had strewn them all over the field.



	 

	2.
	The clock ticked with short pauses in between making him count the seconds.



	 

	3.
	After I failed the level, I felt hopeless and stopped playing video games for a while.



	 

	4.
	The brace on the boat snapped and I wondered if we would make it back to shore.



	 

	5.
	The darkening sky hinders our safe voyage across the channel.



	 

	6.
	The castle was built many years ago and to this day remains unoccupied.



	 

	7.
	When the principal summoned me to his office, I shook with fright.



	 

	8.
	Before I launched the boat, we blessed it and named it Full Sail.



	 

	9.
	He acquires the ability to show sympathy to his mother.



	 

	10.
	Keeping his balance on the peak of the building was hard to do.
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Chapter One (Part One)

(To the paragraph that starts with “A nondescript yellow dog…”)







	1.
	With a straight line, match the characters on the left with the sentences that describe them on the right.














	 
	 1 
	Mafatu
	 
	The Great Chief of Hikueru.
	 A 



	 
	 2 
	Uri
	 
	Taken by Moana, the Sea God.
	 B 



	 
	 3 
	Tavana Nui
	 
	A nondescript yellow dog.
	 C 



	 
	 4 
	Mafatu’s mother
	 
	The boy who was afraid.
	 D 



	 
	 5 
	Kivi
	 
	A bird with one foot smaller than the other.
	 E 














	2.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	When does the story take place?
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	A
	In the afternoon.
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	B
	Before the dawn of recorded history.
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	C
	Before the great storm.
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	D
	After the traders and missionaries came to the South Seas.



	 
	b)
	How did Mafatu care for the small bird trying to fight off its more powerful fellows?
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	A
	He ran at the bigger birds and scared them off.
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	B
	He flapped his oar at them.
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	C
	He showed him where he could hide.
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	D
	He carried it home and caught fish for it.



	 
	c)
	What did everyone think would happen in Mafatu’s future?
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	A
	He would never earn his proper place in the tribe.
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	B
	He would overcome his fear and lead them.
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	C
	He would lead them from dry land.
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	D
	He would become skillful and teach others how to do the same.
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Chapter One (Part One)

(To the paragraph that starts with “A nondescript yellow dog…”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What and when do the Hikueru sing?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What is it that Mafatu fears and how does he think the fear started?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What had Mafatu been christened, and why is that ironic?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	How was Mafatu treated by the old people? How was he treated by the boys and girls?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What was obvious to everyone?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What did Mafatu do instead of going fishing with the others?
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	Write about a time when you were criticized for not being able to do something others could do because you were afraid. Did you overcome your fear? Did you find something else that you could do?
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Chapter One (Part Two)

(From the paragraph that starts with “Now, once more, it was the beginning…”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Describe a time when you were out in a boat. What kind of boat was it? Who were you with? Did you experience any difficulties?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Do you have a voice of someone in your head? Whose voice is it? Is the voice of encouragement or discouragement?
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.













	 1 
	fledgling
	 
	damage
	 A 



	 2 
	millrace
	 
	no sound
	 B 



	 3 
	noiselessly
	 
	full of disdain
	 C 



	 4 
	destruction
	 
	bitter
	 D 



	 5 
	impatiently
	 
	clamped together
	 E 



	 6 
	eagerness
	 
	not able to wait
	 F 



	 7 
	scornful
	 
	young and inexperienced
	 G 



	 8 
	resentful
	 
	thrust ahead
	 H 



	 9 
	clenched
	 
	canal for water
	 I 



	 10 
	propelled
	 
	being keen
	 J 
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Chapter One (Part Two)

(From the paragraph that starts with “Now, once more, it was the beginning…”)











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Men scanned the skies anxiously, watching for signs in the stars.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	The bonitos were the special property of the young boys.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	At the beginning of the seasons of storms the men watched for signs that their world would be destroyed.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Of all the youths Mafatu’s age, Kana was the only one who was friendly to him.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Kana tells Mafatu that it is not his job to spear bonitos.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Mafatu would rather stay home than go with the other boys to spear bonitos.



	 
	T
	F
	g)
	Tavana Nui would be excited that his son had not gone with the other boys.



	 
	T
	F
	h)
	Viri said Mafatu makes good spears.














	2.
	Fill in the blank with the correct word(s) from this Section.



	a)
	He knew in that instant what he must do: he must prove his __________ to himself, and to the others, or he could no longer live in their midst.



	b)
	They sang of long voyages in open canoes, of __________ and __________ and __________.



	c)
	At his side, Uri ___________ his master’s hand with a cold nose.



	d)
	The canoe __________ the race formed by the __________ tide.



	e)
	The boy was aware of a sudden ___________ and __________ in the sky above.



	f)
	It ___________ for a moment just over the bow of the canoe, then it rose easily, lightly in its __________ flight.
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Chapter One (Part Two)

(From the paragraph that starts with “Now, once more, it was the beginning…”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Why were men anxiously scanning the skies?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What did every young boy learn by killing bonitos? How did they prepare?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What did Mafatu want to yell out after Kana? Why didn’t he?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What kind of work did Kana say making spears was?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What did Mafatu decide to do after overhearing the boys talk about him?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	When Mafatu was tempted to turn back, what kept him going?
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	Was there ever a time you were teased for something you were afraid of or could just not do? Write about this experience and how it made you feel. If not, then imagine being in this situation and write how you would face it.
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Chapter Two (Part One)

(To the paragraph that starts with ““Kivi!” Mafatu cried hoarsely.”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Have you ever thought about running away? What caused you to think that you would be better off living somewhere else?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Mafatu grew up without the nurturing of his mother. How do you think his life would be different if his mother had not died when he was younger?
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	Use each of the following words in complete sentences.




Desolation 

Limitless 

Convulsively 

Ominous 

Oppressive 

Submerged 

Scarcely 

Varnished 

Intimacy 

Sustaining 

Mysterious 

Savagely 
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Chapter Two (Part One)

(To the paragraph that starts with ““Kivi!” Mafatu cried hoarsely.”)







	1.
	Number the events from  1  to  8  in the order they occurred in this Section.












	 
	 

	 a)
	Mafatu saw a whale surface, spout air and then dive back down into the water.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Wherever Mafatu looked, all he could see was water.



	 
	 

	 c)
	Mafatu could not tell if his albatross flew around with all of the thousand sea birds flying in the sky or if he vanished leaving him alone.



	 
	 

	 d)
	Mafatu lowered his sail and gripped the steering paddle so tightly that his knuckles became white.



	 
	 

	 e)
	When the wind howled above his head, Mafatu gripped his paddle so he could steer.



	 
	 

	 f)
	After Kivi flies away, Mafatu only has Uri to keep him company.



	 
	 

	 g)
	Mafatu’s little canoe was carried forward by an ocean current across the Pacific.



	 
	 

	 h)
	A monster wave rose higher until it seemed that it would reach the low-hanging clouds.











	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word(s) from the list.














	ominous
	convulsively
	sustaining
	oppressive
	mysterious












	a)
	But there seemed to be no need of a sail: the little canoe was riding one of the __________ ocean currents that flow in their courses through the length and breadth of the Pacific.



	b)
	His fingers gripped the paddle __________.



	c)
	It was an __________, __________ world at this season of storm.



	d)
	More refreshing than spring water, cool on the hottest days and as __________ as food.
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Chapter Two (Part One)

(To the paragraph that starts with ““Kivi!” Mafatu cried hoarsely.”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	What caused desolation to flood Mafatu’s heart?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	As Mafatu leaves home, what does he wonder about?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Describe the sea creatures that Mafatu saw.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	Describe what Mafatu had seen on other occasions in the sea.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What was the storm that Mafatu sailed in like?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What did Mafatu decide that he was right about? Why?
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	Write about a time when you were experiencing something difficult and you felt that you were all alone. How did you feel? What did you experience? How did you overcome this?
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Chapter Two (Part Two)

(From the paragraph that starts with “Even as he spoke, the bird wheeled slowly, …”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Describe what you think it would be like to go on a journey by yourself. Do you think that you would enjoy your solitude or, do you think that you would be lonely?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Go outside and look at the stars. Are you able to identify any asterisms or constellations? Describe what you know about the stars.
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	Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Use the context of the sentences below to help you choose the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. If you cannot determine the meaning from the context, consult a dictionary.













	1.
	The man was powerless to resist buying the computer.



	 
	a) able
	b) controlled
	c) strong
	d) helpless



	2.
	I’m always enveloping myself in a blanket when it’s cold.



	 
	a) undo
	b) enclosing
	c) unwrapping
	d) contained



	3.
	When I saw the man sleeping on the sidewalk, I felt merciful and bought him breakfast.



	 
	a) compassionate
	b) unfortunate
	c) hard-headed
	d) judgmental



	4.
	He hit his head on the floor and lost consciousness.



	 
	a) asleep
	b) awareness
	c) stunned
	d) tired



	5.
	The murmur of the brook helped him to relax.



	 
	a) shout
	b) babble
	c) cry
	d) screech



	6.
	The boy stumbled and staggered after hitting his head.



	 
	a) teetered
	b) skipped
	c) ran
	d) hopped
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Chapter Two (Part Two)

(From the paragraph that starts with “Even as he spoke, the bird wheeled slowly,…”)











	1.
	 Circle   S  if the statement(s) suggests that Mafatu will survive. Circle  P  if the statement(s) indicates he will die.



	 
	S
	P
	a)
	“Once more it seemed as if his albatross were leading him onward, just as he had led the canoe out of the passage of Hikueru.”



	 
	S
	P
	b)
	“Hour by hour, with every lift of the swells, the island rose higher and higher, filling Mafatu’s soul with wonder.”



	 
	S
	P
	c)
	“Mafatu was powerless to guide his craft.”



	 
	S
	P
	d)
	“He could only watch helplessly as the little canoe, swift as the following gulls, rushed to meet the tides of the island where they met and churned in a cross sea of conflict.”



	 
	S
	P
	e)
	“Of a sudden he felt the canoe under him lifted and flung high into the air.”



	 
	S
	P
	f)
	“Of a sudden there was something solid beneath his feet.”














	2.
	Choose the most appropriate answer for each of the following.



	 
	a)
	Once Mafatu finally reached land, what guided him to go to the jungle’s edge?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Moana



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Maui



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	He knew not what.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	The murmur of water.



	 
	b)
	What could Mafatu smell when the Southern Cross pointed to the end of the world?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	bittersweet flowers



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	salty sea air



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	coconuts



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	fish



	 
	c)
	What did the moonlight reveal?



	 
	[image: ]
	A
	An island with lots of fruit.



	 
	[image: ]
	B
	A boy thin with hunger, naked as the daystar.



	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Uri drinking water.



	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Mafatu’s shattered canoe.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Two (Part Two)

(From the paragraph that starts with “Even as he spoke, the bird wheeled slowly,…”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	How did Mafatu react when he found land?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What did Mafatu wonder about the land he saw?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Describe the island Mafatu saw.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What asterism does Mafatu see in the sky?



	 
	 



	5.
	What did Mafatu do when his canoe was flung over the barrier reef?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What did Uri do before drinking?



	 
	 



	 
	 












	[image: ]
	 
	Make a prediction about what you think the outcome will be. Do you think that Mafatu will survive on the island and return home to show the Hikueru his bravery? Explain your answer.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Three (Part One)

(To the paragraph that starts with “Mafatu decided that before he retraced his steps…”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Share some advice that was passed down to you from a previous generation. What was it and have you taken that advice?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Describe a time when you were left at home alone. How did you spend your time? How did you provide for yourself?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.














	resolution
	forbidding
	solitude
	plunged
	isolation



	reassuring
	quickened
	motionless
	apprehension
	destruction












	1.
	When I heard the bang outside, I stood _____________ in my room to see if it would happen again.



	2.
	It was so hot outside that I _____________ into the lake so that I could cool down.



	3.
	I thought that I saw someone following me so I ______________ my pace.



	4.
	When I saw the little boy jump into the deep end, I was filled with ________________.



	5.
	I became a little grumpy when my family came to visit because I missed my _______________.



	6.
	The pictures of the war-torn country showed us the ________________ of the city.



	7.
	After the debating team gave their final comments, the class came up with other points to bring the debate to a _____________.



	8.
	My father is _____________ me from going to the late night movie.



	9.
	Even though I did not win the race, my mother gave me ______________ compliments that encouraged me.



	10.
	Since her infection is contagious, they are keeping her in _____________ until it heals.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Three (Part One)

(To the paragraph that starts with “Mafatu decided that before he retraced his steps…”)








	1.
	Fill in the blanks with the correct words from this Section.



	 
	a)
	Uri lay close at hand, holding a robber-crab in his forepaws, cracking the tough shell and ____________ the meat with ____________.



	 
	b)
	He was ____________ with thirst and there was an odd ____________ in his limbs.



	 
	c)
	Then, prompted more by ____________ than by ____________ thought, he withdrew, to let the water run down his ____________ throat sparingly, with caution.



	 
	d)
	But the solitude was ____________ save for the soft____________ of ____________ and the gentle plash of the cascade.



	 
	e)
	Once, in the dim beginnings of the world, this mountain had ____________ forth fire and ____________, spreading destruction over the land.



	 
	f)
	His leg still pained, and he would need the juice of limes to ____________ the coral wound, and ____________ leaves to make a healing ____________.










	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  7  in the order they occurred in this Section.












	 
	 

	 a)
	Mafatu decided that instead of going back the way he came, he would explore the other side of the island.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Mafatu laid down on the volcanic rock and watched the wild goats leap from peak to peak high above his head.



	 
	 

	 c)
	Canoes could only make their way through two reefs.



	 
	 

	 d)
	The vines hung like ropes from high branches where the birds flew away and vanished in the green gloom.



	 
	 

	 e)
	When the trail sloped up sharply, Mafatu had to pull himself up by the roots of plants and crawl on his stomach.



	 
	 

	 f)
	Everyone in the Hikueru tribe wanted a necklace like the one his Grandfather earned.



	 
	 

	 g)
	Mafatu grabbed onto roots and vines so that he would not fall.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Three (Part One)

(To the paragraph that starts with “Mafatu decided that before he retraced his steps…”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What could Mafatu scarcely believe?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What does Mafatu believe brought him to safety?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What did Mafatu need for his pained leg?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What did Mafatu see from the platform off to the southwest? What was his concern?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	How does Mafatu plan to return home to the Hikueru?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What does Mafatu daydream that his homecoming will look like?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 












	[image: ]
	 
	Write about something that you daydream about. What is it that you think would make your life better? How would you like things in your life to look five years from now?














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Three (Part Two)

(From the paragraph that starts with “At the base of the ancient crater, …”)







	[image: ]
	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined word(s).












	extricated
	premonition
	uncertain
	descended



	glistened
	involuntarily
	dreaded
	overpowering











	 

	1.
	He came down the stairs two at a time.



	 

	2.
	She removed the load of wood from the back of the truck into the yard.



	 

	3.
	I am unsure if my teacher will accept my assignment past the due date.



	 

	4.
	The little girl had a hunch that a car was coming around the corner.



	 

	5.
	The assignment for school was intense and he was tempted not to do it.



	 

	6.
	I unwillingly accepted the challenge and came in second.



	 

	7.
	The diamond gleamed when it was in the light.



	 

	8.
	My little brother feared having to say a speech in front of his class.





Choose two of the words above and write them in your own sentences.







	1.
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	 



	 
	 














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Three (Part Two)

(From the paragraph that starts with “At the base of the ancient crater,…”)










	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	What did Mafatu find that struck him with awe and trembling?



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	A row of men eating plants.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	A hut that housed the eaters-of-men.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	A grotesque idol on top of a pyramid.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	A platform for performing plays.



	 
	b)
	How did Mafatu know that the savages had been there recently?



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	There were piles of ashes untouched by the wind.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	They left food on the platform.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Moana—the Sea God—told him.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Their fire was still burning.



	 
	c)
	What happened when Mafatu drew the spearhead toward him?



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	The idol winked at him.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	He dislodged a bone and it fell at his feet.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Uri ran away with a bone.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Phantoms started whispering.



	 
	d)
	Why was taking the spear worth the risk?



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Mafatu could now spear fish.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Mafatu could play tricks with Uri.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Mafatu could now kill a wild pig and defend himself.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Mafatu had tricked the idol.



	 
	e)
	What tool does Mafatu wish he still had?



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	An axe for cutting down trees.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	His knife.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	A hatchet so he could make a shelter.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	None of the above.



	 
	f)
	What does breadfruit baked in fire taste like?



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	A
	Bread and potato.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	B
	Bread with avocado spread.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	C
	Potato with sour cream.



	 
	 
	[image: ]
	D
	Flaky pastry.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Three (Part Two)

(From the paragraph that starts with “At the base of the ancient crater, …”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What old tale did Mafatu remember from his childhood? What does he do in response?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What concerns does Mafatu have about the distant island?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What mistake does Mafatu think that he has made?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What does the warm fire make Mafatu think about?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why do you think Mafatu’s food tasted so good?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	Why does Mafatu have a new confidence about himself?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 












	[image: ]
	 
	In this section, Mafatu confronts his fears and overcomes them. Describe a time when you confronted and overcame your fears. What helped you with this? How did you feel once you did? What strength did you show? Relate your story to a classmate.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Four (Part One)

(To the paragraph that starts with “Hunger alone drove Mafatu out to the reef…”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Describe a time when a mundane task that you learned came in handy later.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Describe a time when you set out to prove yourself to someone you love. What was it that you needed to prove? How did you go about proving it? Were you successful?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	In each of the following sets of words, underline the one word that does not belong. Then, write a sentence explaining why it does not fit.













	1.
	a) buoyant
	b) hovering
	c) floating
	d) sinking



	 
	 



	2.
	a) carefully
	b) cautiously
	c) recklessly
	d) watchfully



	 
	 



	3.
	a) fleeting
	b) persistent
	c) determined
	d) steadfast



	 
	 



	4.
	a) horde
	b) handful
	c) crowd
	d) multitude



	 
	 



	5.
	a) absolute
	b) veritable
	c) actual
	d) false



	 
	 



	6.
	a) elation
	b) joy
	c) despair
	d) delight



	 
	 



	7.
	a) necessary
	b) crucial
	c) unimportant
	d) imperative



	 
	 
















	[image: ]
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Chapter Four (Part One)

(To the paragraph that starts with “Hunger alone drove Mafatu out to the reef…”)







	1.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.














	multitude
	cautiously
	sheltered
	fiber
	sportive



	persistent
	buoyant
	clumsily
	rustlings
	splintered
	elation










	a)
	It was tough, durable, yet ____________ in the water.



	b)
	When at length it had eaten well into the trunk, Mafatu climbed aloft and crept ____________ out upon a large branch that overhung the beach.



	c)
	At sundown, regularly, the white bird came wheeling and circling, to alight ____________ on the beach almost at Mafatu’s side, while Uri pranced about and greeted his friend after his own fashion.



	d)
	Then he wet the ____________ and laid it upon a flat stone and set about beating it with a stick of wood.



	e)
	The fiber spread and grew thinner under the ____________ beating.



	f)
	The days passed in a ____________ of tasks that kept Mafatu busy from dawn till dark.



	g)
	All day long the wind played through the opening in the bamboo walls and at night lizards scurried through the thatch with soft ____________.



	h)
	One morning, wandering far down the beach, Mafatu came upon a ____________ cove.



	i)
	It might not have meant very much to you or to me; but to Mafatu it meant knives and fishhooks galore, ____________ bone for darts and spears, a shoulder blade for an ax.



	j)
	It was a ____________ treasure trove.



	k)
	And thus they returned to the campsite, weary, but filled with ____________.



	l)
	He leaped about like a ____________ puppy, yapping until he was hoarse.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Four (Part One)

(To the paragraph that starts with “Hunger alone drove Mafatu out to the reef…”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What skills did Mafatu have that were helpful to him on the island?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What did Mafatu have to do to get a tamanu tree trunk to use as a canoe?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	How did Mafatu make a yard of cloth to serve as a pareu?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What does Mafatu’s lean-to grow into?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	Why does Mafatu’s heart leap for joy?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What drove Mafatu out to the reef to set a trap?



	 
	 












	[image: ]
	 
	Write about a skill you could use to help provide for yourself? Do you fish, sew, garden or use technology in a way that could help you survive? Explain.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Four (Part Two)

(From the paragraph that starts with ““Wait, you!” the boy threatened darkly,…” to the paragraph that starts with “The realization flooded through him…”)

Answer the questions with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Describe a time when you undertook a major project. What was it that you decided to do? How did you go about it? Did you need anyone’s help?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Do you or does someone you know have a spiritual practice? What is it that you do? What is the importance of doing this?



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure that the meaning of each word is clear in your sentence.




Formidable 

 

Leisurely 

 

Bristling 

 

Fascinated 

 

Impotent 

 

Perilous 

 

Frantically 

 

Desperation 

 

Prevailing 

 

Undergrowth 

 











	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Four (Part Two)

(From the paragraph that starts with ““Wait, you!” the boy threatened darkly,…” to the paragraph that starts with “The realization flooded through him…”)







	1.
	Number the events from  1  to  12  in the order they occurred in this Section.












	 
	 

	 a)
	Mafatu drops a fishline and baited hook into the water.



	 
	 

	 b)
	Mafatu has Uri pull the boar back to camp.



	 
	 

	 c)
	Mafatu’s instinct warns him to beware of danger.



	 
	 

	 d)
	A boar charges at Mafatu.



	 
	 

	 e)
	Mafatu jokes with Uri that he’s not getting any puaa.



	 
	 

	 f)
	Mafatu builds a fire and piles stones on top to heat.



	 
	 

	 g)
	Mafatu drags the pig to the fire and rolls it onto the hot umu.



	 
	 

	 h)
	Mafatu impales the boar with his spear.



	 
	 

	 i)
	Mafatu uses logs to move the canoe into the lagoon.



	 
	 

	 j)
	Mafatu makes the tusks into a necklace.



	 
	 

	 k)
	Mafatu takes the canoe out toward the barrier-reef.



	 
	 

	 l)
	Mafatu believes that he has made a truce with Moana, the Sea God.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Four (Part Two)

(From the paragraph that starts with ““Wait, you!” the boy threatened darkly,…” to the paragraph that starts with “The realization flooded through him…”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What does Mafatu do every day? Why?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How does Mafatu cook the boar?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Describe Mafatu’s life on the island, and how he has changed.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What does Mafatu think of while he eats the boar?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What does Mafatu do before he launches his canoe?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What realization does Mafatu come to?



	 
	 



	 
	 












	[image: ]
	 
	Write about a time when you or someone you know went fishing or hunting? What preparations were made? What was done with the game that was caught? Describe your experience in a narrative paragraph.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Four (Part Three)

(From the paragraph that starts with “How fantastic was that undersea world!”)

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	Do you think Mafatu is ready to return to his tribe? Why or why not?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How do you think that Mafatu will be received by his tribe?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 











	[image: ]
	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.














	 
	 1 
	tentacles
	 
	not troubled
	 A 



	 
	 2 
	phosphorescent
	 
	force beyond the law of nature
	 B 



	 
	 3 
	illuminated
	 
	great in extent
	 C 



	 
	 4 
	supernatural
	 
	to glow without being hot
	 D 



	 
	 5 
	aquiver
	 
	a merciful plea for help
	 E 



	 
	 6 
	sustained
	 
	limb used for grabbing
	 F 



	 
	 7 
	undisturbed
	 
	limits to a movement
	 G 



	 
	 8 
	handicapped
	 
	trembling
	 H 



	 
	 9 
	piteously
	 
	lit up
	 I 



	 
	 10 
	prodigious
	 
	going on for a long period
	 J 














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Four (Part Three)

(From the paragraph that starts with “How fantastic was that undersea world!”)










	1.
	Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	 
	T
	F
	a)
	Mafatu decides that he will not retrieve the knife because it is too dangerous.



	 
	T
	F
	b)
	An octopus attacks Mafatu when he tries to empty his trap.



	 
	T
	F
	c)
	Mafatu stabs the octopus under water with his spear.



	 
	T
	F
	d)
	Uri remains calm in the canoe.



	 
	T
	F
	e)
	Mafatu believes that he was protected by Maui.



	 
	T
	F
	f)
	Mafatu did not want to be reminded of the Octopus that nearly killed him, so he didn’t keep the tentacle.



	 
	T
	F
	g)
	Mafatu realizes that the sea is not to be feared more than earth or air.



	 
	T
	F
	h)
	Mafatu decides that tomorrow it is time for him to go home.



	 
	T
	F
	i)
	Never again will Mafatu hang his head before his people.



	 
	T
	F
	j)
	Mafatu had faced loneliness, danger and death with courage.



	 
	T
	F
	k)
	When Mafatu lay down to sleep that night, he felt a deep sadness about leaving the island.



	 
	T
	F
	l)
	Before morning, Mafatu hears the thump-thump of the eaters-of-men’s drums.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Four (Part Three)

(From the paragraph that starts with “How fantastic was that undersea world!”)

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What shoots out from the cavern?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	How does Mafatu ward off the attack?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	What does Mafatu do to prepare to leave for home?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What would Mafatu never have to do again? Why?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What does Mafatu experience when he lays down to sleep at night?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What awakens Mafatu before dawn? What does he think this means?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 












	[image: ]
	 
	Write about a time when you or when someone you know had an encounter with a wild animal. What happened? How did it happen? How did you react? Describe your experience in a narrative paragraph.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Five








	






	[image: ]



	brandished
conflagration
diminished
guttural
impetus
implacable
interstellar
iridescence
limitless
ominous
rhythmic
summation
testament
thwart
tormented
vengeance







	   
	[image: ]












	Across
	Down



	
1. added up

3. make fun of

7. between stars

8. steady beat

11. put in motion

13. get smaller

16. get back at


	
2. does not let happen

4. a creepy feeling

5. give proof or evidence

6. throat sound

9. ablaze

10. go on forever

12. being cruel

14. bright color

15. wielding a sword














	[image: ]
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Chapter Five







	1.
	Complete the paragraph by filling in each blank with the correct word from the Chapter.




Mafatu’s canoe, so slim and light, sped like a [image: ] across the lagoon. The tide was on the [image: ], churning in its race through the [image: ] into the [image: ] ocean. The boy gripped the [image: ] paddle and offered up a prayer. Then he was caught in the [image: ]. The [image: ] dashed through the passage, a chip on a [image: ]. The wind of the open sea rushed to greet it. The sail filled; the outrigger [image: ] over. Mafatu scrambled to [image: ] to lend his weight for [image: ]. He was off! Homeward, [image: ] …









	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  10  in the order they occurred after the crowd assembles on the beach.












	 
	 

	 a)
	The crowd cries out as if the sea gave up its dead.



	 
	 

	 b)
	The crowd sees a head lift above the gunwale and a tiny body struggle to sit upright.



	 
	 

	 c)
	His father presents him as ‘Mafatu, Stout Heart’. A brave name for a brave boy.



	 
	 

	 d)
	The canoe looks empty.



	 
	 

	 e)
	Mafatu identifies himself.



	 
	 

	 f)
	The crowd watches a small canoe slip through the reef-passage.



	 
	 

	 g)
	Mafatu sways and his father catches him as he falls.



	 
	 

	 h)
	The Great Chief’s face was transformed with joy.



	 
	 

	 i)
	The crowd thinks the canoe was artfully built.



	 
	 

	 j)
	Tavana Nui went forward to greet the stranger.












	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapter Five

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What does Mafatu do when he hears the drums?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	What does Mafatu see when he goes to check out the sound?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Describe the eaters-of-men.



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What happens to Mafatu when he sees the eaters-of-men? How does he react?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	What does Mafatu do when he reaches the beach?



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What could Mafatu see when the eaters-of-men’s canoes got close?



	 
	 



	 
	 












	[image: ]
	 
	Write about a time when you felt a sense of accomplishment. Describe the experience and explain how it made you feel. Use your experience to give advice to others.














	
	[image: ]




Before You Read

Report

Before you start reading this novel, write up a report detailing your expectations. Provide the following:

1. Title of the book.

2. Type of text.

3. Topic of the book.

4. Your purpose for reading.

5. What you know about the topic.

6. What you know about the author.

7. What you expect to read.

At the end of the story, come back to this list. Did the story meet your expectations?









	 
	[image: ]




Chapter 2

Write a Script

Form a group and take a scene from this story that you’ve read so far, such as the time that Mafatu overheard the boys discussing him behind his back. Write a script to perform for the class.

Be sure to include the actual dialog from the book. To enhance your performance, create the scene using props and objects in the classroom. Dress in costume. Practice your scene. Perform your scene.

As an alternative, use a video camera and record your scene. Then, play it back for your class.









	[image: ]
	




Chapter 3

Collage

Collect some travel magazines or look at pictures on the internet. Cut out pictures that represent the setting on the island. Create a collage using the pictures and your own drawings.

Include the landscape, the food Mafatu ate, the water he drank, the animals he saw (including Uri and Kivi), the platform and idol.

Have a walkabout where students can write comments on a sheet of paper about other students’ collages. Display the collages either in the classroom or on a hallway bulletin board.









	[image: ]
	 




Chapter 4

Character Analysis

Working in groups and using a large sheet of butcher paper, trace the outline of one of the people in your group. Each group will be assigned a character from the story (Mafatu, Tavana Nui, Kana…). Using colored pencils, draw clothing on your character.

Draw bubbles around your character and in the bubbles write the character traits. Near the head write their thoughts. Near the ears write what they know others say about them. Near their mouth write what they say. Near their hands and feet write their actions.

Then, choose several adjectives to describe your character and write them in bold, colorful letters around your character.

Hang your characters in the hallway. Cut out a symbol that represents your character and hang it with your character. Do a class walkabout to read the various character analyses.
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Chapter 5

Create a Board Game

The background for your board game should be a map of the island. Draw and color a map of the island where Mafatu made his home. Including the following items:

•  drinking pool with cascade

•  coconut trees rich with fruit

•  barrier reef encircling the island

•  curve of the beach like two great arms

•  volcanic peak

•  trail

•  plateau

•  endless legion of trees

•  cone shape of another island

•  the Sacred Place—cleared circle, pyramid, idol

•  beach

Create a set of rules and cards with questions. Decide on board game pieces and play the game in small groups.
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Chapter 5

Character Backpack

Consider Mafatu’s character traits using his thoughts, actions, and words. Consider what others say about him. Brainstorm a list of items that represent his thoughts, actions, words and what others say about him. Collect these items, or pictures of these items, into a backpack and be prepared to share how they represent Mafatu’s character traits. Be sure to show how he changes from being fearful of the sea to being as comfortable on the sea as he is on land.

For example: you might include a small toy whale that represents the whale bones that Mafatu found on the beach. You would then share how Mafatu used these bones to create tools and how he used these tools to help him survive.
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Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are even backwards.










	albatross
	barrier-reef
	breadfruit
	butterflies



	campfire
	canoes
	courage
	fishhooks



	hammerhead
	island
	knife
	lagoon



	lean-to
	outrigger
	paddles
	pandanus



	plateau
	savages
	shark
	spear
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Comprehension Quiz








	Answer each question in a complete sentence.
	[image: ]



	1.
	What do the Hikueru worship?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	2.
	Why do the Hikueru reject Mafatu?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	3.
	Why does Mafatu’s mother take him out to the barrier-reef?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	4.
	What would Mafatu never forget?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	5.
	How did Mafatu and his mother get through the night?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	6.
	What happened to Mafatu when he went out to the glassy swells where the ocean lifted and dropped the small canoe?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	7.
	What did the old Hikueru sing about?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:    /14
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Comprehension Quiz








	8.
	What happened when the wave crashed down upon Mafatu and his canoe?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	9.
	What sound did Mafatu hear once on shore?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	10.
	What condition was Mafatu in when he arrived on the island?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	11.
	What did Mafatu discover near the tree were he bandaged his leg?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	12.
	Describe what Mafatu sees from the top of the lookout.
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	13.
	How long has it been since the savages have been on the platform? How does Mafatu know this?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	14.
	What does Mafatu say to his father when he arrives home?
	[image: ]



	 
	 



	 
	 




SUBTOTAL:    /19












	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. scattered

2. intervals

3. despairing

4. outrigger

5. thwarts

6. uninhabited

7. beckoned

8. christened

9. possesses

10. pinnacle


	
   1.   

1. D

2. C

3. A

4. B

5. E

   2.   

a)  [image: ]  B

b)  [image: ]  D

c)  [image: ]  A


	
   1.   

The Hikueru sing the chants of the story of Mafatu, the boy who was afraid. They sing this over their evening fires.

   2.   

Mafatu is afraid of the open sea because when he was three years old, a hurricane stranded him and his mother on a small island where she died.

   3.   

Mafatu had been christened Stout Heart. It is ironic because it implies a brave heart, which Mafatu did not have.

   4.   

The old people were not unkind to Mafatu. The girls laughed at him and the boys failed to include him in their games.

   5.   

Mafatu was useless at sea and would never earn his proper place in the tribe.

   6.   

Mafatu stayed home to make spears and nets, twisting coir (coconut husk) into stout shark line for other boys to use.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. G

2. I

3. B

4. A

5. F

6. J

7. D

8. C

9. E

10. H


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    T 

c)    T 

d)    T 

e)    F 

f)    F 

g)    F 

h)    T 

   2.   

a) courage

b) hunger; thirst; battle

c) touched

d) entered; ebbing

e) whir; fury

f) hovered; effortless


	
[image: ]

   1.   

The men were watching for the dreaded signs that could spell the destruction of their world.

   2.   

Every young boy learned how to kill swordfishes and tiger sharks. They prepared by sharpening their spears, testing the shafts and honing their shark knives.

   3.   

Mafatu wanted to yell out, “Wait, Kana, I’ll go! I’ll try—”. The words would not come out.

   4.   

Kana said making spears was woman’s work.

   5.   

Mafatu decided to prove his courage to himself and to everyone else by facing Moana, the Sea God.

   6.   

When Mafatu almost turned back, he heard Kana’s voice saying, “Mafatu is a coward.”





	
	
	
	
	
	



	
11

	
12

	
13

	
14

	
15

	
16


















	
[image: ]

   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Sentences will vary.


	
   1.   

a) 4

b) 3

c) 5

d) 6

e) 7

f) 2

g) 1

h) 8

   2.   

a) mysterious

b) convulsively

c) ominous; oppressive

d) sustaining


	
   1.   

Mafatu’s heart flooded with desolation when he watched his albatross disappear.

   2.   

Mafatu wonders what Kana and the other boys would say when they learned that he had disappeared. Would there be sorrow in his father’s heart? Would his father think the sea had claimed his life?

   3.   

Mafatu saw a whale, a shoal of flying fish, and a dolphin speeding after them.

   4.   

On other occasions, Mafatu had seen fleets of giant mantras, the mighty cachalot set upon by killer whales, and an octopus as large as the trunk of a tamannu with tentacles thirty feet long.

   5.   

The storm that Mafatu sailed in was heavy squalls, world of tumbling water, wind gusts, swells, dark sky, lightening, thunder, and howling wind.

   6.   

Mafatu was right to fear the sea. It was trying to claim him.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. d

2. b

3. a

4. b

5. b

6. a


	
   1.   

a)    S 

b)    S 

c)    P 

d)    P 

e)    P 

f)    S 

   2.   

a)  [image: ]  C

b)  [image: ]  A

c)  [image: ]  B


	
   1.   

Mafatu reacted by flinging himself forward, shaking uncontrollably. He seized Uri in his arms, lifted him up, laughing, and crying “Uri! Uri! Its land. Land!”

   2.   

Mafatu wondered if the land he saw was Tahiti, the golden island, whose language was akin to that of the Hikueru. Or if it was one of the terrible dark islands of the eaters-ofmen.

   3.   

The island Mafatu saw had a great single peak with trees that rose green and fair and grew from the shoreline to the foothills of the purple mountain.

   4.   

The asterism Mafatu sees in the sky is the Southern Cross.

   5.   

When his canoe was flung, Mafatu swam as though his muscles did it of themselves because of his will to live.

   6.   

Before Uri took a drink, he dragged himself to Mafatu’s side and touched his cheek with his hot muzzle.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. motionless

2. plunged

3. quickened

4. apprehension

5. solitude

6. destruction

7. resolution

8. forbidding

9. reassuring

10. isolation


	
   1.   

a) extracting; gusto

b) giddy; weakness

c) instinct; conscious; swollen

d) unbroken; cooing; ghost-terns

e) belched; brimstone

f) cauterize; purau; bandage

   2.   

a) 7

b) 3

c) 4

d) 2

e) 1

f) 5

g) 6


	
   1.   

Mafatu could scarcely believe that there was solid earth beneath him, and that Moana, the Sea God, had been cheated.

   2.   

Mafatu believes Maui, the God of Fisherman, had carried him safely across the ocean currents.

   3.   

Mafatu needed the juice of limes to cauterize the coral wound and purau leaves to make a healing bandage.

   4.   

Mafatu saw a cone-shaped island fifty miles distant with a column of smoke lifting high into the air. His concern was that they were the dark islands of the eaters-of-men.

   5.   

Mafatu plans to return home by finding a tamanu, burn it out, then make an adze of basalt to finish it. He’ll plait a sail of pandanus and make a wonderful canoe.

   6.   

Mafatu dreams that he will be rid of his demons and return home. At his homecoming, he will no longer be known as the Boy Who Was Afraid, and his father will be filled with pride.


	
Vocabulary

1. descended

2. extricated

3. uncertain

4. premonition

5. overpowering

6. involuntarily

7. glistened

8. dreaded

   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

a)  [image: ]  C   

b)  [image: ]  A   

c)  [image: ]  B   

d)  [image: ]  C   

e)  [image: ]  B   

f)  [image: ]  A   


	
[image: ]

   1.   

The old tale Mafatu remembers is how the youths of Tahati would slide down the lava slide on giant leaves. In response, he made a toboggan and slid down the natural slide.

   2.   

The distant island could be the home of the savages who used this motu tabu for their place of sacrifice.

   3.   

Mafatu thinks he has made a mistake in believing it was Maui—the God of Fisherman—who sent him to this island. Instead, he thinks it was Moana—the Sea God.

   4.   

The warm fire makes Mafatu think about home, food, warmth, and companionship. It also makes him think about the faces around the evening circle, and of old men’s voices telling tales.

   5.   

Mafatu’s food tasted so good because he was starving and because he made it himself.

   6.   

Mafatu has a new confidence about himself because he built a fire, made food and shelter, faced Moana the sea God, and took the spear from the motu tabu.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Sentences will vary.

1. d

2. c

3. a

4. b

5. d

6. c

7. c


	
   1.   

a) buoyant

b) cautiously

c) clumsily

d) fiber

e) persistent

f) multitude

g) rustlings

h) sheltered

i) splintered

j) veritable

k) elation

l) sportive


	
   1.   

Mafatu knew how to make a net, knives, sharkline, implements, and shell fishhooks that helped him on the island.

   2.   

Mafatu used fire at the base of the tree. When it ate into the trunk, Mafatu climbed out onto a tree branch. While holding onto the branches above him, he jumped up and down until the tree fell under his weight.

   3.   

Mafatu stripped the bark off a mulberry tree and removed the inner white lining. He wet the fiber, laid it flat on a stone and beat it with a stick of wood. He then kept adding more.

   4.   

Mafatu’s lean-to grew into a three-sided house with bamboo walls and a thatch of palm leaves.

   5.   

Mafatu’s heart leaps for joy because he finds a whale skeleton that he can use to make knives, fishhooks, darts, spears, and an axe.

   6.   

Hunger alone drove Mafatu out to the reef.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

Sentences will vary.


	
   1.   

a) 12

b) 5

c) 1

d) 2

e) 4

f) 6

g) 7

h) 3

i) 9

j) 8

k) 10

l) 11


	
   1.   

Every day, Mafatu climbs to his lookout to see if the eaters-of-men are coming to the island. If so, he would have time to escape.

   2.   

Mafatu cooks the boar by building a roaring fire, setting a pile of stones to heat, cleaning the boar and stuffing its belly with succulent ti leaves and red bananas, putting the boar on the hot stones and covering it with a layer of plantain leaves.

   3.   

Mafatu’s life on the island is productive. He is learning to be brave and calm, and how to take care of himself.

   4.   

While he eats the boar, Mafatu thinks about how he will soon be ready to go home.

   5.   

Before he launches his canoe, Mafatu offers up the prayer that all Hikueru ships are launched with.

   6.   

Mafatu realizes that the reef and the sea was as much his element now as the land.
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   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. F

2. D

3. I

4. B

5. H

6. j

7. A

8. G

9. E

10. C


	
   1.   

a)    F 

b)    F 

c)    F 

d)    F 

e)    T 

f)    F 

g)    T 

h)    T 

i)    T 

j)    T 

k)    F 

l)    T 


	
   1.   

A lash like a length of rubber hose with vacuum cups shoots out from the cavern.

   2.   

Mafatu uses his knife to stab for one of the eyes and then the other one to ward off the attack.

   3.   

To prepare for home, Mafatu fills bamboo containers with fresh water, seals them with leaves, and stores them in the canoe. He then prepares poi of bananas to ferment, picks a score of drinking nuts, and flings them into the canoe.

   4.   

Mafatu will never again hang his head before his people. He had fought the sea and won, sustained himself by his own wits and skill, faced loneliness, danger and death with courage.

   5.   

When he lays down to sleep at night, Mafatu experiences a profound thankfulness in his heart.

   6.   

The sound of measured booming like the beating of a supernatural drum awakens Mafatu. He thinks this means the eaters-of-men have come.


	
Vocabulary

Across

1. summation

3. tormented

7. interstellar

8. rhythmic

11. impetus

13. diminished

16. vengeance

Down

2. thwart

4. ominous

5. testament

6. guttural

9. conflagration

10. limitless

12. implacable

14. iridescence

15. brandished


	
   1.   

a) zephyr

b) ebb

c) passage

d) outer

e) steering

f) rip-tide

g) outrigger

h) torrent

i) heeled

j) windward

k) ballast

l) homeward

   2.   

a) 5

b) 4

c) 9

d) 3

e) 7

f) 1

g) 10

h) 8

i) 2

j) 6


	
[image: ]

   1.   

When he hears the drums, Mafatu runs to the plateau, drops to his knees and crawls forward to see the cleared circle.

   2.   

Mafatu sees leaping fires that blazed against the cliffs, spurts of flame that leap and dance, six war canoes, figures springing and leaping about the flames.

   3.   

The eaters-of-men have black faces, oiled bodies, flashing spears, bristling decorations, and eerie wailing voices.

   4.   

When Mafatu sees the eaters-of-men, he becomes powerless to move and feels as though doom itself is breathing down his neck. He draws back and decides to flee.

   5.   

When he reaches the beach, Mafatu falls upon the thwart and shoves the canoe into the water.

   6.   

When they got close, Mafatu could see the shine of dark bodies, the glint of teeth and the flash of ornament.
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Word Search Puzzle
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   1.   

The Hikueru worship courage, the spirit that urged them across the Pacific.

   2.   

The Hikueru reject Mafatu because he is afraid.

   3.   

Mafatu’s mother takes him out to the barrier-reef to search for sea urchins in the reef pools.

   4.   

Mafatu would never forget the sound of his mother’s despairing cry.

   5.   

His mother seized him and he clung to her neck, she clung to the purau pole.

   6.   

He saw pictures of himself as a babe clinging to his mother’s back and sharks cruising. He would drop his spear overboard or let the line go slack at the wrong moment and lose the fish.

   7.   

The old Hikueru sang about long voyages in open canoes, of hunger and thirst and battle, and of the deeds of heroes.


	
   8.   

When the wave crashed down upon Mufatu and his canoe, he lost his drinking nuts and spear, the knife from around his neck, and the pareu of tapa.

   9.   

The murmur of water cascading down the face of an age-worn rock.

   10.   

When he arrived on the island, Mufatu was giddy with thirst, had an odd weakness in his limbs, his right leg was swollen and painful from the gash where he banged it against the coral.

   11.   

Mufatu discovered a rude trail made by wild pigs and goats in their wanderings across the mountain.

   12.   

From the top of the lookout, Mufatu sees that the island is divided in half, with a belt of breadfruit, bananas, oranges, guavas, and mango trees, a quarter mile of coconuts, roots of mape trees, little parakeets, and vines that trailed like aerial ropes from high branches where orchids bloomed.

   13.   

The savages have been on the platform recently because the piles of ashes rested undisturbed by wind and storm.

   14.   

“My father,”…”I have come home.”
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Compare and Contrast

List Mafatu’s character traits that stay the same in the story. List his character traits
before he leaves the Hikueru and after he returns. Write a paragraph about how
Mafatu has stayed the same and how he has changed.

Before Leaving After Returning






OEBPS/images/page_054-01.jpg
Call it Courage tells the story of Mafatu’s journey to overcome his fears. What are
the two main messages of the story? Find three quotations that show this message.
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Mafatu goes from a fear of the sea to mastering it. Complete the following chart
by choosing the most important events in the story. Write them in sequence. This
sequence of events should show how Mafatu gradually faces and overcomes his fear.

Start
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