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The Westing Game









	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: _______















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Comprehension of Novel

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates some understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a considerable understanding of the novel

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel




	Content

•    Information and details relevant to focus


	Elements are incomplete; key details missing

	Some elements are complete; details missing

	All required elements are complete; key details contain some description

	All required elements are complete; enough description for clarity




	Style

•    Effective word choice and originality

•    Precise language

	Little variety in word choice. Language vague and imprecise

	Some variety in word choice. Language somewhat vague and imprecise

	Good variety in word choice. Language precise and quite descriptive

	Writer’s voice is apparent throughout. Excellent choice of words. Precise language




	Conventions

•    Spelling, language, capitalization, punctuation

	Errors seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose

	Repeated errors in mechanics and usage

	Some errors in convention

	Few errors in convention









	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our literature kit is designed to give the teacher a number of helpful ways of making the study of this novel a more enjoyable and profitable experience for the students. Our guide features a number of useful and flexible components, from which the teacher can choose. It is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and the teacher can assign activities that match the student’s abilities.

Our literature kit divides the novel by chapters and features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. Themes include self-reliance, adapting to one’s environment, relationships with other individuals and with family members, and using one’s reasoning and deductive thinking to solve puzzles. The Westing Game provides a wealth of opportunity for classroom discussion because of its intriguing clues to employ in the Westing Game and its diverse characters who strive to meet the challenge of the puzzle.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of this resource. For each group of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are included to further develop students’ critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the text. (See page 6 for suggestions on using the Graphic Organizers.) The Assessment Rubric is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns — just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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1,2,3

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a study of The Westing Game. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led small group activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.
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	A MEMORABLE CHARACTER
This activity is a culminating activity resulting from classroom discussion and questioning inherent in the study of such a novel. The teacher may choose to do this character comparison/contrast with a small group of students who are ready for this activity, or as a whole group with strong direction from the teacher. Students are required to identify critical character traits, evaluate beliefs and action and accurately describe physical appearance. It is meant to serve as an effective means to compare and contrast oneself to a character in such a novel study. Found on Page 53.











	THE RIGHT SETTING
The student has the opportunity to use their knowledge of the purpose and features of an intriguing setting to further advance the plot of a story. It would be helpful to discuss ways in which the features help the way a plot develops and to list those ways for student referral. An extended activity might be to have a group of students orally present their ideas. Found on Page 54.
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	CHARACTER PERSPECTIVES
 The Westing Game is a great mystery dealing with themes of how different people interpret the same information; how they resolve conflicts among themselves; how people often masquerade their real identity; and how characters can change the way they perceive themselves. It tells the story of an odd group of people all playing the same “game” and striving to win. This activity deals with the perception of an event as viewed by two separate characters. The student is asked to make an informed judgment concerning the behavior, thoughts and beliefs of each character. Found on Page 55.
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but to move beyond this to understand the text through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

This Literature Kit™, therefore, is an effective tool for any Language Arts program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest and creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

Teaching Strategies


WHOLE-CLASS, SMALL GROUP AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

This study guide contains the following activities:

Before Reading Activities: themes are introduced and thought-provoking questions put forward for the students to consider.

Vocabulary Activities: new and unfamiliar words are introduced and reviewed.

After Reading Questions: the first part of this section includes short answer questions dealing with the content of the text. The second part features questions that are more open-ended and feature concepts from the higher order of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Writing Tasks: creative writing assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy that relate to the plot of the particular chapters.

A comprehension quiz is also included comprised of multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions.

Graphic Organizers: three full-page reproducible sheets have been included and can be used for teaching purposes throughout the text.

Bonus Sheets are also available online.

The study guide can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom depending on the needs of the students and teacher. The teacher may choose to use an independent reading approach with students capable of working independently. It also works well with small groups, with most of the lessons being quite easy to follow. Finally, in other situations, teachers will choose to use it with their entire class.

Teachers may wish to have their students keep a daily reading log so that they might record their daily progress and reflections.
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Summary of the Story

The Westing Game is a mystery novel for young adults. The story begins with realtor Barney Northrup renting out the apartments of the newly constructed Sunset Towers to a select and diverse group of tenants. The tenants move into their homes in September. On Hallowe’en, smoke is seen rising from the Westing house. Rumor has it that Sam Westing, the millionaire owner of Westing Paper Products, has either returned to his mansion or there are intruders in his house. On a dare, Turtle Wexler goes up to the Westing house where she discovers a body, supposedly that of Sam Westing.

The next morning, the newspaper reports that Sam Westing is dead. The tenants at Sunset Towers receive letters inviting them to the reading of Sam Westing’s will. The will asks the sixteen heirs to play a game to discover who took his life. To do this, the players are assigned into pairs. Each pair is given a cheque for $10,000 and clue words written on pieces of Westing paper towels. While there seems to be threats to some characters, no one is ever in extreme danger. New secrets are revealed from time to time to keep the mystery moving.


Suggestions for Further Reading
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OTHER BOOKS BY ELLEN RASKIN

The Mysterious Disappearance of Leon
(I Mean Noel) © 1971

Figgs and Phantoms © 1974

The Tattooed Potato and Other Clues © 1975


OTHER RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

Robert Cormier, In the Middle of the Night© 1995

Caroline Cooney, What Janie Found © 2000

Graham McNamee, Acceleration © 2003

Lesley Choyce, Smoke and Mirrors, © 2004

Shyam Selvadurai, Swimming in the Monsoon Sea © 2005

Allan Stratton, Borderline © 2010

Jeff Hirsch, The Seventh Plague © 2011

Rhiel Nason, The Town That Drowned © 2011
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List of Vocabulary



CHAPTERS 1 TO 3

•  chandeliers •  stationery •  grappled •  hassock •  pivoted •  coo •  authentic •  asylum •  gaunt •  putrid






CHAPTERS 4 TO 6

•  receding •  vigil •  immigrant •  legacy •  relinquishing •  impish •  simpered •  morbid •  eccentric •  reproachful




CHAPTERS 7 TO 9

•  podiatrist •  pompous •  tentatively •  macaroon •  inscrutable •  bigot •  infirmity •  pretentious •  incriminating •  hodgepodge




CHAPTERS 10 TO 12

•  prattling •  humiliation •  tidbits •  complicated •  coiffure •  grimaced •  vault •  transcript •  alibis •  paraphernalia




CHAPTERS 13 TO 15

•  mementoes •  demeaning •  bestowed •  flourished •  bookie •  obsequious •  peevishly •  trousseau •  chauffeur •  soothsayer •  ritual •  paralyzed •  corridor •  chemistry •  embroidery




CHAPTERS 16 TO 18

•  asparagus •  scorched •  pranks •  jittery •  inheritance •  jasmine •  eluding •  malady •  adjacent •  ransom




CHAPTERS 19 TO 21

•  horrendous •  penance •  vengeance •  covetousness •  glutton •  manipulated •  interrogation •  eloped •  derelicts •  delinquent




CHAPTERS 22 TO 24

•  reluctant •  despair •  uppity •  tousled •  wreak •  swathed •  ethnic •  derisive •  paranoia •  agony




CHAPTERS 25 TO 27

•  imitation •  accomplice •  offhandedly •  obituary •  certification •  stupefied •  confound •  alias •  consumption •  dastardly




CHAPTERS 28 TO 30

•  radiant •  heirloom •  abacus •  autographed •  renovated •  stubble •  confetti •  neurologist •  correspondent •  orthopedic
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Ellen Raskin
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Ellen Raskin was born March 13, 1928 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. She entered the University of Wisconsin with the idea of becoming a journalist. Instead, she discovered she had an interest in fine art. She moved to New York and began working at a commercial art studio. Then, she moved into freelance illustration and design. She contributed to the Saturday Evening Post and designed book covers, including the original cover for A Wrinkle in Time. She won various awards for her art.

 

Her career as a children’s author began in 1966 with Nothing Ever Happens on My Block. She wrote several picture books and four novels for older readers. Her stories contain a sense of humor and suspense and vocabulary easily understood by teens and young adults. Raskin’s books for children have won recognition and awards. Figgs and Phantoms won a Newbery Honor Book Award in 1974 and The Westing Game won the Newbery Medal in 1978.

 

In 1965, Raskin married Dennis Flanagan, who was the editor of Scientific American. On August 8, 1984, Ellen Raskin died in New York City from complications of a connective-tissue disease she suffered from. She was only 56 years old.
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•   Ellen Raskin entered the University of Wisconsin at only 17 years old.

•   Ellen Raskin illustrated the covers for more then a dozen children’s books.

•   She designed dust jackets for books for 15 years.
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Chapters One to Three

Answer the questions in complete sentences.








	1.
	The Westing Game is a mystery novel. Think of other mysteries you have read. Make a list of story elements that are found in a good mystery story.



	 
	 




	 
	 




	2.
	Each chapter in this section has a title that gives clues about the story. Read the title for the first three chapters and then predict what you think it might be suggesting.



	 
	Chapter 1: Sunset Towers:
	 




	 
	Chapter 2: Ghosts or Worse:
	 




	 
	Chapter 3: Tenants In and Out:
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	Complete each sentence with a word from the list.






	chandeliers

	stationery

	grappled

	hassock

	pivoted



	coo

	authentic

	asylum

	gaunt

	putrid











	1.
	If something has a decaying or rotten odor, we say it is ___________________.



	2.
	After being lost in the bush for ten days, the hunter was very _______________.



	3.
	The wrestlers ___________________ in the center of the ring. The crowd loved it!



	4.
	The ______________________ shop sells cards, note paper and other writing materials.



	5.
	We could hear the pigeons in the old barn begin to ___________________.



	6.
	Another word for a big footstool is a ______________________.



	7.
	The basketball player dribbled the ball, ____________________ and scored for his team.



	8.
	If an object is genuine or real, we say it is ____________________.



	9.
	The ____________________ in the mansion entrance add to its beauty.



	10.
	Many refugees flee to escape death and ask for ___________________ in another country.
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Chapters One to Three







	1.
	Complete the sentences by filling in each blank with the correct word(s) from the chapters.




The story opens with Barney Northrup delivering letters to the chosen future ___________________a             of ___________________b             . In addition to the tenants, there are spaces rented for ___________________c             , ___________________d             , and ___________________e             . On the afternoon of Hallowe’en, Turtle Wexler tells the others that ___________________f              is coming out of the chimney at the ___________________g             house. Sandy adds that rumor has it that the corpse of ___________________h             is inside, lying on an ___________________i             . He goes on to tell the story of a ___________________j              bet that two visitors to the mansion made and lost. One left the mansion and fell over a ___________________k             and the other came out with ___________________l              and could only repeat the words “___________________m           ”.







	2.
	Ellen Raskin’s writing style involves using foreshadowing to give the reader a hint of something that will be coming up in the story. Read the following examples of foreshadowing taken from these chapters. Explain what you think the example refers to and how it will affect the storyline.










	a)
	“Barney Northrup had rented one of the apartments to the wrong person.”



	 




	 




	b)
	“No one ever notices Sydelle Pulaski,” she muttered, “but now they will. Now they will.”
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Chapters One to Three

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	What strategies does Barney Northrup use to convince the tenants to take the apartments he is offering?



	 




	 




	2.
	What mistake did Barney make in the choice of tenants? What problem might this create?



	 




	 




	3.
	In Chapters 2 and 3 we meet most of the other characters. Write a few words to describe what you have learned about each of these people.







	a)
	Sandy McSouthers
	 












	b)
	Theo Theodorakis and Doug Hoo
	 












	c)
	Turtle Wexler
	 












	d)
	Otis Amber
	 












	e)
	Angela Wexler
	 












	f)
	Grace Wexler
	 












	g)
	Flora Baubach
	 












	h)
	Judge Ford
	 












	i)
	Chris Theodorakis
	 












	j)
	Sydelle Pulaski
	 
















	[image: ]

	Pretend you are a detective trying to collect information about Sam Westing. Outline what you have learned so far. Include details that could be rumors and your own opinions.
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Chapters Four to Six

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	In the previous chapters, we met most of the characters. What is your opinion of this group? Why do you think these people were purposely chosen to be tenants at Sunset Towers?



	 




	 




	2.
	What concrete ideas has the author introduced so far that suggest a mystery? List details from the previous chapters and your own ideas.



	 




	 




	3.
	In Chapter 2, Turtle says that she will go into the Westing house for two dollars per minute. Do you think she will actually do this or is she just showing off? Support your opinion.
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.














	 1 
	receding
	 
	A person who comes into a foreign country to live
	 A 



	 2 
	vigil
	 
	Smiled in a fake, silly way
	 B 



	 3 
	immigrant
	 
	Gloomy, unhealthy
	 C 



	 4 
	legacy
	 
	A close or careful watch
	 D 



	 5 
	relinquishing
	 
	Odd, peculiar, extraordinary
	 E 



	 6 
	impish
	 
	Moving or going backward
	 F 



	 7 
	simpered
	 
	Giving up; letting go
	 G 



	 8 
	morbid
	 
	Full of blame or disapproval
	 H 



	 9 
	eccentric
	 
	Mischievous, tricky
	  I  



	10
	reproachful
	 
	Something that has been passed down by an ancestor
	 J 
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Chapters Four to Six










	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	
	a)
	What does Turtle want to buy with the money she will earn from being in the Westing house?
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	A
	A shower gift for her sister Angela.
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	B
	A subscription to the Wall Street Journal.
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	C
	A new dress to wear to the wedding.
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	D
	A new cell phone.



	
	b)
	Where did Turtle see the corpse of Sam Westing?
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	A
	On an Oriental rug.
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	B
	Sitting in a big chair.



	
	
	[image: ]
	C
	Sitting at the huge dining room table.



	
	
	[image: ]
	D
	Tucked into a four-poster bed.



	
	c)
	Why does Grace Wexler believe she is the rightful heir?
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	A
	Sam Westing liked her the best of all the tenants.
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	B
	She thinks she is a relative of Sam Westing.
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	C
	The others do not seem as worthy as she is.
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	D
	She has received information from a detective.



	
	d)
	What did Sam Westing state in his will?
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	A
	He had been ill for several years.
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	B
	He had left the country fifteen years ago.
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	C
	He did not die of natural causes.
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	D
	He had returned to his mansion so he could watch the heirs.



	
	e)
	Sam Westing says that the heir to the fortune will be the one who:
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	A
	broke into his house.
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	B
	tried to steal his fortune.
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	C
	will stay in the mansion for a month.
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	D
	finds out who took his life.
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Chapters Four to Six

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	a) How does Turtle plan to earn enough money to buy a subscription to the Wall Street Journal?



	 




	b) Do you consider this to be an odd choice of reading material for a 13-year-old girl? Explain your thinking.



	 




	 




	2.
	The sixteen tenants are asked to attend the reading of Sam Westing’s will. Who considers herself to be the rightful heir? Why?



	 




	 




	3.
	In your opinion, what makes this such an odd group of people to inherit such a large fortune?



	 




	 




	4.
	The will says that the heirs will play the Westing game. What does that mean?



	 




	5.
	Explain in your own words: “The poor are crazy, the rich just eccentric.”



	 




	 




	6.
	When Crow arrived at the reading of the will, why might the others be surprised?
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	Reread the part starting “Sam Westing Found Dead” to “They owed her twenty-four dollars”. Pretend you are Turtle trying to make sense of the situation. Write about your thoughts of the information in the newspaper article and your own ideas about what seems to be happening.
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Chapters Seven to Nine

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	In this section, the sixteen heirs will be given the rules of the game. What do you think some of those rules might be?



	 




	 




	2.
	Other than winning a fortune, what other reasons might some of the heirs have for playing the game?
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	Match each meaning with a word from the list.







	podiatrist

	pompous

	tentatively

	macaroon

	inscrutable




	bigot

	infirmity

	pretentious

	incriminating

	hodgepodge













	 
	
	1.
	Self-important; acting overly proud.



	 
	
	2.
	Doing things for show or to seem important.



	 
	
	3.
	A very sweet cookie that contains coconut.



	 
	
	4.
	A jumbled mess; a mixture of different things.



	 
	
	5.
	An intolerant prejudiced person.



	 
	
	6.
	Mysterious; obscure; cannot be understood.



	 
	
	7.
	Showing someone or something to be guilty.



	 
	
	8.
	Hesitantly; cautiously.



	 
	
	9.
	Weakness; sickness; a failing.



	 
	
	10.
	A doctor who treats problems with one’s feet.
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Chapters Seven to Nine







	1.	Match each quote with the name of the character who said it.












	 
	
	a)
	“Now aren’t you glad I made you come, huh?”



	 
	
	b)
	“My wife doesn’t even speak English.”



	 
	
	c)
	“It’s not only legal, Mr. McSouthers, it is a shrewd way to keep someone playing the game.”



	 
	
	d)
	“Please, judge, don’t quit on me.”



	 
	
	e)
	“And whoever makes the most money wins it all, the whole two hundred million dollars.”



	 
	
	f)
	“Oh sure. The killer can’t wait to hand over the clues that will hang him.”



	 
	
	g)
	“We can’t leave any stone unturned.”











	2.
	Complete each sentence with an explanation of why it happened.



	a) Theo wanted to be paired with his brother Chris because________________



	 
	.



	b) The players guarded their clues carefully because________________



	 
	.



	c) Turtle was glad that there was no electricity at Sunset Towers because________________



	 
	.



	d) Theo wanted to try to convince the others to put all the clues together because________________



	 
	.



	e) Judge Ford decided not to tell Barney Northrup about her problem because________________



	 
	.
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Chapters Seven to Nine

Answer each question with a complete sentence.








	1.
	List the pairs of heirs and tell whether or not you think they are well-matched.


	
	Pair 1
	 



	
	Pair 2
	 



	
	Pair 3
	 



	
	Pair 4
	 



	
	Pair 5
	 



	
	Pair 6
	 



	
	Pair 7
	 



	
	Pair 8
	 











	2.
	“They make perfect sense to me,” said Turtle. One by one she put the clues in her mouth, chewed and swallowed them. Why do you think Turtle did this?



	 




	 




	 




	3.
	Judge Ford does not believe that Sam Westing was murdered, but thinks he has another motive for having the heirs play the game. Explain what she thinks is really going on.
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	“Someone in Sunset Towers had stolen the shorthand notebook.” Why is this an important turn of events in the story? What is contained in that notebook? Whom would you suspect as the thief? Why?
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Chapters Ten to Twelve

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	In the last section, we learned that Judge J.J. Ford had her suspicions that Sam Westing has not been murdered but has other motives. She plays detective to find answers to the game. Why do you think the author chose Judge Ford for this role instead of one of the other heirs?



	 




	2.
	If Sam Westing has not been murdered—as Judge Ford believes—do you think he might be one of the heirs? If so, which one? Give reasons for your choice.
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	Circle the word or phrase that means the same as the vocabulary word.














	1.
	prattling:


	
	a) singing
	b) talking
	c) crying
	d) drawing



	2.
	grimaced:


	
	a) walked
	b) limped
	c) frowned
	d) jumped



	3.
	vault:


	
	a) hide
	b) leap
	c) crawl
	d) stroll



	4.
	tidbits:


	
	a) sour candies
	b) sandwiches
	c) cookies
	d) tiny pieces



	5.
	complicated:


	
	a) easily solved
	b) broken
	c) spread out
	d) complex



	6.
	alibis:


	
	a) lyrics
	b) a recipe
	c) an excuse
	d) a newscast



	7.
	coiffure:


	
	a) a dress style
	b) a hairstyle
	c) a car model
	d) beach sandals



	8.
	paraphernalia:


	
	a) blueprints
	b) parachute
	c) equipment
	d) weather instruments
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Chapters Ten to Twelve











	1.
	Circle  T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	
	T
	F
	a)
	George and Catherine Theodorakis are not heirs.



	
	T
	F
	b)
	Flora mothers Turtle because she misses her own daughter.



	
	T
	F
	c)
	Grace Wexler stole Sydelle’s shorthand notebook.



	
	T
	F
	d)
	James Hoo is the only heir who has met Sam Westing in person.



	
	T
	F
	e)
	The first bomb exploded outside the Wexler apartment.



	
	T
	F
	f)
	George Theodorakis and Violet Westing were secretly married.














	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  6  in the order they occurred in these chapters.


	
	 
	a)
	There is an explosion in the kitchen of the Theodorakis’ coffee shop.


	
	 
	b)
	Sydelle reveals that her shorthand notes are written in Polish.


	
	 
	c)
	Judge Ford calls a “snowbound private investigator” and recognizes a familiar voice.


	
	 
	d)
	Theo asks everyone to pool their clues together to try to figure out the murderer and therefore win the game.


	
	 
	e)
	Judge Ford concludes that four heirs have a direct connection to Sam Westing.


	
	 
	f)
	Angela and Sydelle show up for the meeting dressed as twins.
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Chapters Ten to Twelve

Answer each question with a complete sentence.









	1.
	Everyone has a motive for their behavior while at Judge Ford’s party. Briefly describe the motive for each of the following:











	a)
	Grace Wexler
	 












	b)
	Chris Theodorakis
	 












	c)
	Theo Theodorakis
	 












	d)
	Crow
	 












	e)
	Judge Ford
	 











	2.
	Why does Sydelle think she should get a bigger share of the fortune?



	 




	 




	3.
	Why did Sydelle write her shorthand notes in Polish?



	 




	 




	4.
	The explosion in the Theodorakis’ coffee shop kitchen was not as serious as it could have been. Do you think the person responsible planned it that way? What might be their reason for doing so?



	 




	 











	[image: ]

	Pretend that you are Judge Ford trying to watch the heirs and learn more about them. You decide to call a private investigator to help you. When you dial the number, you recognize the voice in the message. Write about who that voice belongs to, why they are pretending to be someone else, and what you plan to do with that knowledge. Include what your next actions will be and how you will observe the owner of “the voice”.
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Chapters Thirteen to Fifteen






	


	[image: ]




	bestowed



	bookie



	chauffeur



	chemistry



	corridor



	demeaning



	embroidery



	flourished



	mementoes



	obsequious



	paralyzed



	peevishly



	ritual



	soothsayer



	trousseau





	[image: ]







	Across	Down


	
	
2. Acting cross or fretful; complaining.

5. A long hallway; passageway.

8. A system or actions or ceremony.

11. A science that deals with the reactions of substances.

12. One who receives and pays off bets.

13. Unable to move.

14. Gave something as a gift.

15. Made dramatic gestures; thrived.

	
1. The bride’s wardrobe.

3. A design made of colored thread using fancy stitches.

4. Employee who drives others in a vehicle.

6. Lowering one’s dignity; humbling.

7. Polite, obedient or subservient.

9. One who makes predictions.

10. Something that reminds us of a person or thing.
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Chapters Thirteen to Fifteen










	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.


	
	a)
	Where did the next bomb go off?



	
	
	[image: ]
	A
	Inside Judge Ford’s study.



	
	
	[image: ]
	B
	In the elevator of Sunset Towers.


	
	
	[image: ]
	C
	Inside Sydelle Pulaski’s apartment.


	
	
	[image: ]
	D
	In a can in the kitchen of Shin Hoo’s restaurant.



	
	b)
	Turtle reveals that she already knows that her father is secretly a...


	
	
	[image: ]
	A
	used car salesman.


	
	
	[image: ]
	B
	bookie.


	
	
	[image: ]
	C
	undercover policeman.


	
	
	[image: ]
	D
	a stockbroker.



	
	c)
	What did Judge Ford suggest to Sandy?


	
	
	[image: ]
	A
	They investigate the background of the other heirs.


	
	
	[image: ]
	B
	They give their clues to Turtle and Flora.


	
	
	[image: ]
	C
	They try to buy clues from the other heirs.


	
	
	[image: ]
	D
	They eavesdrop on conversations as often as they can.



	
	d)
	Why does Crow put a letter and two clues in Angela’s bag?


	
	
	[image: ]
	A
	She is tired of playing this silly game.


	
	
	[image: ]
	B
	She has taken a special interest in Angela.


	
	
	[image: ]
	C
	She has no interest in winning the money.


	
	
	[image: ]
	D
	She wants Angela to give the clues to Sydelle.



	
	e)
	Why does Turtle insist that Sam Westing could not have been murdered?


	
	
	[image: ]
	A
	He would have known if someone were going to try to kill him.


	
	
	[image: ]
	B
	That idea made the game too hard to win.


	
	
	[image: ]
	C
	He looked too peaceful in the coffin.


	
	
	[image: ]
	D
	People had been watching the house and didn’t see any intruders.



	
	f)
	Judge Ford and Sandy McSouthers cannot find much information on...


	
	
	[image: ]
	A
	Violet Westing.


	
	
	[image: ]
	B
	Violet’s fiance, the politician.


	
	
	[image: ]
	C
	Mrs. Westing.


	
	
	[image: ]
	D
	the connection to Mr. Theodorakis.
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Chapters Thirteen to Fifteen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.








	1.
	We discover the connection that Flora Baumbach has to Sam Westing. Explain that connection in your own words.



	 




	2.
	Sydelle asks Chris directly if he can walk. How does Chris react to such a question?



	 




	3.
	We learn a few facts about Sandy McSouthers in this section. Briefly outline those facts for each of the following points:



	
	a)
	The reason he will not accept a tip from Judge Ford.



	
	 




	
	b)
	The reason his face looks somewhat smashed.



	
	 




	
	c)
	Why Sandy refused Theo’s proposal to pool their clues.



	
	 




	4.
	Why does Chris refuse to sign the check that he shares with Denton Deere?



	 

 




	5.
	Judge Ford and Sandy continue to investigate the heirs. What do they discover about Mrs. Westing and Violet Westing?
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	Pretend that you are an investigator with the bomb squad. The first bomb in the coffee shop may have been a prank. But what might be the purpose of the next bomb in Shin Hoo’s restaurant? Who would have the most to gain from such actions? Include some facts from the story and your own ideas.
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Chapters Sixteen to Eighteen

Answer the questions in complete sentences.








	1.
	In this section, another bomb goes off and this time someone is injured. Do you think this is an omen that the heirs are in greater danger than one thought? Support your answer.



	 




	 




	2.
	a) What are some steps the heirs could take to protect themselves from personal dangers?



	 




	 




	b) Do you think they should act as a group or as individuals to protect themselves? Why?



	 




	 











	[image: ]

	Choose a word from the list that means the same or nearly the same as the underlined words. Be careful - a couple are a bit tricky!







	asparagus

	scorched

	pranks

	jittery

	inheritance



 
	jasmine

	eluding

	malady

	adjacent

	ransom













	 
	
	1.
	The fierce forest fire has left the landscape looking badly burned.



	 
	
	2.
	Typhoid fever is a serious disease that can take many lives.



	 
	
	3.
	Jon will use his money received from his grandmother for his tuition.



	 
	
	4.
	Kidnappers often demand a large amount of money in exchange for their victim.



	 
	
	5.
	I think the vegetable that looks like little green spears tastes great!



	 
	
	6.
	The crook spent five years running and avoiding capture by the police.



	 
	
	7.
	If my sister drinks too much coffee, she gets very nervous and jumpy.



	 
	
	8.
	A shrub with fragrant flowers can have red, white or yellow blooms.



	 
	
	9.
	Most people like to play tricks or jokes on April Fool’s Day.



	 
	
	10.
	My best friend’s house is right next door to mine.
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Chapters Sixteen to Eighteen











	1.
	 Circle   T  if the statement is TRUE or  F  if it is FALSE.



	
	T
	F
	a)
	Turtle was injured when the next bomb exploded.



	
	T
	F
	b)
	The police captain dismissed the bombs as “pranks”.



	
	T
	F
	c)
	When Turtle yells “Mrs. BAUM- bach” everyone mistakes it for “bomb”.



	
	T
	F
	d)
	Crow thinks that Chris will save her beloved Angela from any danger.



	
	T
	F
	e)
	Crow thinks of Theo as a stand-in for his father George who was Violet’s true love.



	
	T
	F
	f)
	Flora likes looking after Turtle because it reminds her of her own daughter.



	
	T
	F
	g)
	Julian R. Eastman replaced E.J. Plum as the lawyer for the heirs.



	
	T
	F
	h)
	Sandy makes notes on Flora and suspects she might be the bomber.














	2.
	Number the events from  1  to  7  in the order they occurred in these chapters.


	
	 
	a)
	The police captain came to Sunset Towers but said the bombs are just pranks.


	
	 
	b)
	Jake promised to help Grace and Doug Hoo with their clues and not take any money.


	
	 
	c)
	Turtle read that Julian R. Eastman has been elected chairman of the board of Westing Paper Products.


	
	 
	d)
	Angela burned her hands and suffered a bloody gash across her face from the bomb.


	
	 
	e)
	Sandy and Judge Ford went over the notes on the heirs that the private investigator gathered for them.


	
	 
	f)
	Sydelle, who was pretending to be asleep, was eavesdropping and realized that Angela was the bomber.


	
	 
	g)
	Turtle decided to sell all their stocks and put all of their money into Westing Paper Products.
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Chapters Sixteen to Eighteen

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	The police captain is quick to dismiss the bombs at Sunset Towers as just pranks. Why do you think he made that judgement?



	 




	 




	2.
	How did Sydelle find out that Angela was the bomber?



	 




	 




	3.
	Why do you think Jake offers to help Grace and Doug Hoo with their clues but not ask for any of the inheritance in return?



	 




	 




	4.
	Explain the connection that James Hoo has to the Westing Paper Company.



	 




	 




	5.
	We learn that Crow has come to see Angela as a replacement for her own daughter. Who does she see Theo as? Why would she think this way?



	 




	 




	6.
	What role do you think Julian R. Eastman is going to play in this story?
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	Were you surprised to discover that Angela was the bomber? Why? What reasons might Angela have for doing this? Who would you have suspected as the culprit? Why? Do you think the police will take any action against Angela? Why or why not? In your opinion, what role did the “bombings” play in the plot of the story?
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Chapters Nineteen to Twenty-One

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	The heirs often seem to be suspicious of each other and guard their own information very carefully. Which heir would you be most suspicious of? Why?



	 




	 




	2.
	Some of the heirs—like Crow—try very hard not to draw attention to themselves. What might be their reasons for wanting to remain in the background of the drama of the Westing game?



	 




	 




	 











	[image: ]

	Match each meaning with a word from the list.














	horrendous

	penance

	vengeance

	covetousness

	glutton




	manipulated

	interrogation

	eloped

	derelicts

	delinquent













	 
	
	1.
	A greedy eater; one who never seems full.



	 
	
	2.
	Punishment in return for doing wrong.



	 
	
	3.
	Terrible or horrible.



	 
	
	4.
	A criminal or offender.



	 
	
	5.
	Run away with a fiancé to be married.



	 
	
	6.
	Manage by clever means or words.



	 
	
	7.
	Wanting things that belong to others.



	 
	
	8.
	An act done to show one is sorry.



	 
	
	9.
	Any worthless, deserted person or thing.



	 
	
	10.
	A thorough or intense questioning.














	[image: ]
	[image: ]




Chapters Nineteen to Twenty-One








	1.
	Fill in the name of the person who said the following



	
	a)
	“Yes it is interesting, but it hardly tells us what we want to know.” ________________



	
	b)
	“Oh, no, not another victim.” ________________



	
	c)
	“Maybe I shouldn’t tell you, you being a judge and all, but, well, Jake Wexler ..... he’s a bookie.” ________________



	
	d)
	“You like playing with explosives, kid?” ________________



	
	e)
	“Now, Baba, SELL!” ________________



	
	f)
	“Mrs. Westing sort of went off her rocker after Violet’s death, and I .... well, it was a long time ago.” ________________



	
	g)
	“You mean you lived in the Westing house? You knew the Westings?” ________________




2.Some authors like to use figurative language and expressions in their writing to make a point. Read these expressions from the story. In your own words, explain the meaning of each expression.







	Expression from the Story
	My Meaning for this Expression



	1. Blessed is he who expects nothing.
	



	2. Her face blotched with hate.
	



	3. Seized by a surge of gnawing jealousy.
	



	4. They’ll make you feel like you are floating on air.
	



	5. Sandy had a hard time keeping down the last swig.
	



	6. Theo was being patched up in the hospital emergency room after a slight miscalculation in his “solution” experiment.
	



	7. The guilt was right there staring out of those big blue eyes.
	



	8. Theo felt as dirty as the derelicts he spied on. Dirtier.
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Chapters Nineteen to Twenty-One

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	How does Crow react when Otis Amber tells her that he thinks James Hoo is the bomber? Why would she react so fiercely?



	 




	 




	2.
	What are eight new facts we learn about Crow as recorded in Sandy’s notes?



	 




	 




	 




	3.
	What new information is discovered about Sydelle Pulaski and her position as an heir?



	 




	 




	4.
	Mr. and Mrs. Theodorakis are not named as heirs but there is a connection to Sam Westing. Explain that connection using details from the story.



	 




	 




	5.
	Theo hints that he “knows” that Turtle is the bomber in order to force her to lend him her bike. How does Turtle misinterpret what he says?



	 




	 




	6.
	Why is Sydelle so excited to discover how their last clue fits in?
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	Sandy McSouthers and Judge Ford are investigating the background of all the heirs. Give your opinion about the information they have discovered so far. How does it relate to the Westing game and the possible outcome? What information do we learn about Sandy and the Judge? Are you surprised by what you learn about the Judge? Explain.
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Chapters Twenty-Two to Twenty-Four

Answer the question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	Sandy and Judge Ford have investigated the background of each of the heirs (including themselves) and made notes on their findings. Which heir’s information surprised you the most? Why? How do you think this information will fit into the rest of the story?
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	With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.















	 1 
	reluctant
	
	Great pain or suffering; extreme distress
	 A 



	 2 
	swathed
	
	Untidy, messed up, disorganized
	 B 



	 3 
	despair
	
	Mocking, ridiculing
	 C 



	 4 
	uppity
	
	A feeling that nothing good can happen
	 D 



	 5 
	derisive
	
	Wrapped up closely and tightly
	 E 



	 6 
	tousled
	
	Unwilling; slow to act or respond
	 F 



	 7 
	paranoia
	
	Somewhat arrogant or conceited; acting superior to others
	 G 



	 8 
	wreak
	
	Unfounded chronic fears of being plotted against by people or events
	 H 



	 9 
	agony
	
	Inflict punishment or revenge
	  I  
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Chapters Twenty-Two to Twenty-Four










	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: ])next to the answer that is most correct.



	
	a)
	Why did Turtle post a message on the elevator wall confessing to being the bomber?



	
	
	[image: ]

	A	She really is the bomber.


	
	
	[image: ]
	B	She wants people to stop talking about it.


	
	
	[image: ]
	C	She is trying to get attention from the other heirs.


	
	
	[image: ]
	D	She is trying to protect her sister Angela.


	
	b)
	Why has Madame Hoo been stealing belongings from the tenants?



	
	
	[image: ]	A	She doesn’t have many things of her own.


	
	
	[image: ]
	B	She doesn’t have any money to buy some things she wants.


	
	
	[image: ]
	C	She is trying to make money for her return trip to China


	
	
	[image: ]
	D
	She wants Mr. Hoo to pay attention to her.



	
	c)
	Judge Ford surprised everyone with her entrance because...


	
	
	[image: ]
	A
	she is late and out of breath from rushing.


	
	
	[image: ]
	B
	she doesn’t sit with her partner but goes to sit alone.



	
	
	[image: ]
	C
	she is carrying the notebook that contains the information on the heirs.



	
	
	[image: ]
	D
	she is wearing a turban and an African print gown.



	
	d)
	Each pair of heirs received an envelope containing...


	
	
	[image: ]
	A
	another ten-thousand dollar check.


	
	
	[image: ]
	B
	three more clues.


	
	
	[image: ]
	C
	a message telling them the game was over.


	
	
	[image: ]
	D
	a message telling them that no one was the winner.


	
	e)
	What did the lawyer, E.J. Plum tell all the heirs?


	
	
	[image: ]
	A	That Turtle has won the game.


	
	
	[image: ]
	B
	The two pairs have the right answer and they will share the fortune.


	
	
	[image: ]
	C
	That time is up and Sam Westing is cancelling the game.


	
	
	[image: ]
	D
	No one has the correct answer.


	
	f)
	Turtle ran to Baba, sobbing, and said she didn’t want to play anymore because...


	
	
	[image: ]
	A
	she thought she had lost the game.


	
	
	[image: ]
	B
	she is tired of all the rumors and gossip.


	
	
	[image: ]
	C
	she had just witnessed Sandy’s death.


	
	
	[image: ]
	D
	she wants to find out the true winner.
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Chapters Twenty-Two to Twenty-Four

Answer each question with a complete sentence.








	1.
	Turtle posted a message confessing to being the bomber. Describe the reaction of these people when they read the message:



	a)
	Mr. Hoo



	 




	b)
	Grace Wexler



	 




	 




	2.
	Sandy suggests to Judge Ford that Otis Amber is really Sam Westing in disguise.



	a)
	What reasons does he give for this accusation?



	 




	b)
	Why is Judge Ford so distressed to hear this news?



	 




	3.
	There are three climactic events near the end of this section. Reread the details in the story and then give your opinion about each of these events:



	a)
	Judge Ford realized that her partner—Sandy McSouthers—is really Sam Westing.



	 




	b)
	Sandy McSouthers died very quickly.



	 




	 




	c)
	Crow identified herself as Berthe Erica Crow.



	 












	[image: ]

	What do you think will happen after this? There are some events that will change the direction of the game. Do you believe that Sandy McSouthers is really Sam Westing? Why? When Sam Westing said one of the heirs had “taken his life” did he mean he was murdered? What else might he have meant? Why is he so intent on making the person confess?
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Chapters Twenty-Five to Twenty-Seven

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	At the end of Chapter 24, all the heirs were becoming paranoid about the game. How do people behave when they are paranoid?



	 




	 




	2.
	Crow has declared herself the winner of the game. She wants to give half of her inheritance to Otis Amber for the soup kitchen and the other half to Angela. Do you think the other heirs will go along with that? Support your answer.



	 




	 











	[image: ]

	Write a complete sentence using the following words. Make sure that the meaning of each word is clear in your sentence.











	Imitation

	 




	











	Stupefied

	 




	











	Accomplice

	 




	











	Confound

	 




	











	Offhandedly

	 




	











	Alias

	 




	











	Obituary

	 




	











	Consumption

	 




	











	Certification

	 




	











	Dastardly
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Chapters Twenty-Five to Twenty-Seven

1.Sometimes when we receive information we form conclusions too quickly. Then it turns out that our conclusions are false. Read the situations described below and then add a conclusion.


a) Just because Crow confessed to being the answer to the puzzle doesn’t mean



b) Just because Sandy collapsed and was taken away by Dr. Sikes doesn’t mean that



c) Just because Otis Amber was carrying a gun doesn’t mean



d) Just because Turtle found a corpse in the Westing mansion doesn’t mean



e) Just because Sandy was drinking the juice Crow put in his flask doesn’t mean



f) Just because the game is over doesn’t mean














	2.
	Put a check mark ([image: ]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	
	a)
	When Turtle said “the only person that I kicked today was Barney Northrup”...


	
	
	[image: ]
	A
	she may have been lying.



	
	
	[image: ]
	B
	she may have been mistaken.



	
	
	[image: ]
	C
	it was a clue that Barney was spying on the heirs.



	
	
	[image: ]
	D
	it was a clue that Barney and Sandy were the same person.



	
	b)
	When Turtle realized that Sandy had bought the candle for Crow...



	
	
	[image: ]
	A
	she thought Crow might be guilty of Sam’s murder.



	
	
	[image: ]
	B
	she thought he was just being kind.



	
	
	[image: ]
	C
	she knew that the game was still on.



	
	
	[image: ]
	D
	it was a clue that the Judge knew what was going on.



	
	c)
	After Turtle reread the end of the will a few times...



	
	
	[image: ]
	A
	it was another one of Sam Westing’s tricks.



	
	
	[image: ]
	B
	she realized that it meant “the one who finds the fourth.”



	
	
	[image: ]
	C
	she thought they would never solve the puzzle.



	
	
	[image: ]
	D
	she gave up and started looking for other clues.












	[image: ]
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Chapters Twenty-Five to Twenty-Seven

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	a) Why do you think Sam Westing went to such lengths to devise such a complicated game?



	 




	 




	b) What means did he use to keep the heirs interested in playing the game?



	 




	 




	2.
	How was Sam Westing always able to give such up-to-date clues to the heirs?



	 




	 




	 




	3.
	Explain in your own words: “The heir who wins the windfall will be the one who finds the fourth.”



	 




	 




	4.
	Reread the section that starts “ A long driveway, its privacy guarded by tall spruce ....” until the end of the chapter. Illustrate how this scene may have looked. Add speech bubbles for your characters.



	 











	[image: ]

	In this section, Turtle interrogated the heirs and others, looked closely at all the clues and was able to solve the puzzle of the game. Write your opinion of how she was able to do that when the others were not. What qualities does the author give to Turtle that helped her to achieve this? What do you think lies ahead for Turtle now? What might be her next action?
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Chapters Twenty-Eight to Thirty

Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	1.
	In this section we learn that Turtle never told the secret that Julian R. Eastman was really Sam Westing. Why do you think she kept his secret?



	 




	 




	2.
	The Westing Game dominated the lives of the heirs as they played it. Often they were at the mercy of Sam Westing’s deception. How do you think they will proceed with their lives now that the game is over?



	 




	 











	[image: ]

	Use the following words in sentences to show their meaning. Use a dictionary to help you. Write the type of sentence requested for each word.





1. Radiant (exclamatory)



2. Stubble (interrogative)



3. Heirloom (imperative)



4. Confetti (statement)



5. Abacus (statement)



6. Neurologist (interrogative)



7. Autographed (exclamatory)



8. Correspondent (imperative)



9. Renovated (interrogative)
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Chapters Twenty-Eight to Thirty

1.Read these final chapters to discover how each of the heirs lived out their lives. Briefly describe their successes.







	Character
	Successes



	Crow
	 



	Otis Amber
	 



	Chris Theodorakis
	 



	Theo Theodorakis
	 



	James Hoo
	 



	Sunny Hoo
	 



	Doug Hoo
	 



	Grace Wexler
	 



	Jake Wexler
	 



	Angela Wexler
	 



	Denton Deere
	 



	Sydelle Pulaski
	 



	Flora Baumbach
	 



	Judge Ford
	 



	Turtle Wexler
	 



	Julian R. Eastman
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Chapters Twenty-Eight to Thirty

Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	1.
	a) How did Turtle keep her connection with Julian R. Eastman and still keep it a secret?



	 




	 




	b) Why do you think she felt it was important to keep this secret?



	 




	 




	2.
	Were you surprised to learn that Crow and Otis Amber married? Why? How are they well-matched?



	 




	 




	3.
	Why do you think Judge Ford decided to fund Chris Theodorakis’ education? Include at least three reasons.



	 




	 




	4.
	How did James Hoo finally get recognition for his invention, Little Foot-Eze?



	 




	 




	5.
	Describe the mood of the final meeting between Sam Westing and his heir, Turtle Wexler.



	 




	 




	6.
	“Hi there, Alice,” T.R. Wexler said. “Ready for a game of chess?” What does this statement suggest about future events?



	 




	 











	[image: ]

	Did this story turn out as you expected? Which ones of the heirs’ life direction surprised you the most? Tell why. Pick three of the heirs and describe what each one’s life will be like in ten years.
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Chapter 4

We Remember Sam

An obituary is an article of writing that:

•   provides notice of a person’s death

•   gives personal information about that person. Example: where and when they were born

•   may tell of their achievements

•   names relatives or friends who knew the person

Look in a newspaper to find examples of obituaries. Read through each one to get some ideas.

Write an obituary for Sam Westing. Include as much information as you can discover.

Share your obituary with your classmates.
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Chapters 6 to 9

Personal Journal of Turtle Wexler

Pretend you are Turtle Wexler and you are keeping a personal journal of your introduction to Sam Westing and your impressions of the game he designed for the heirs to play.

Write one dated entry containing four or five sentences for each of the following points:

1.Attending the reading of the will; some surprising facts you learned.

2.The point of the game; the rules and conditions.

3.Your opinion of your partner; what you think your chances of winning might be.

4.Your plan to safeguard your clues and why it is necessary to do so.

5.Your plans for using the $10,000 from the check. Tell why you think this is the best thing to do with the money.

6.How your mother tried to convince you to tell her your clues and your reaction.
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Chapters 10 to 18

Prose to Script

Skim over these chapters to find scenes that you enjoyed reading.

Choose your favorite situation or event from the story; one that has one or two characters. It can be mysterious, humorous, informative or other choices.

Rewrite the section in the form of a dialogue: i.e. as a play or a skit. Include the actions and gestures of your characters; stage directions and other information about the setting.

* Don’t forget to include a narrator!

Perform your play for your classmates.
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Chapter 21

The Unsuccessful Spy

Pretend you are Theo Theodorakis and you have just returned from your unsuccessful snooping expedition. You are angry and are impatiently pushing the UP button on the elevator. Write about what happens after the elevator door slides open. Tell the story in the first person. Example: “I am so mad at not being able to find out all the information I could. I need to go home and make a new plan for the next time.”

Include the following:

1.what you see and hear

2.what you do to save yourself

3.what had happened to Turtle; how her mother reacted

4.the sign left behind by the bomber (and what was on the back of the paper)

5.your opinion of this new information

6.what you think the bomb squad might do and what will happen to Turtle
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Chapters 1 to 30

Prologues and Epilogues

Some authors will write two short sections for their stories: one at the beginning and one at the end. A book may have both sections or just one or the other depending on the author’s reason for including them.

A prologue is a short introduction to the story that is usually quite brief (often one page). The speaker can be the author or the main character. Its purpose is to give extra information or make a personal comment about the story.

An epilogue is a short conclusion to the story. Its purpose is to summarize the events or tie up any loose ends by giving extra information.

Read some examples of prologues and epilogues in other novels.

Write a prologue and an epilogue for The Westing Game.
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Chapters 1 to 30

Impress Me

Many stories that we read leave an impression on us. We relate the details and events to our own life experiences and background.

Write three short paragraphs to describe your own thoughts and reflections about this story.

1.What part (or parts) of this story was most meaningful to you? Why?

2.What character or situation do you identify with most closely? Why?

3.Select a section from the story that you believe is very important. Briefly describe this part of the story and explain why you think it is important.
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Word Search Puzzle

Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are even backwards.











	abacus
	asylum
	chauffeur
	incriminating
	paranoia
	ransom



	accomplice
	authentic
	delinquent
	interrogation
	pompous
	tidbits



	agony
	bestowed
	eccentric
	jittery
	pranks
	transcript




	alias
	bigot
	heirloom
	morbid
	putrid
	uppity



	alibis
	bookie
	impish
	obituary
	radiant
	vengeance
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	Comprehension Quiz

	[image: ]



	Answer each question in a complete sentence.











	1.
	How were the contents of the letters designed to appeal to prospective tenants?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	 




	2.
	How do Otis Amber and Sandy McSouthers subtly create a challenge for Turtle to visit the Westing mansion?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	 




	3.
	What does it usually mean when one receives a letter to the reading of a person’s will?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	 




	4.
	What does the reading of the will really turn out to be?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	 




	5.
	Why do you think the author paired up seemingly mismatched heirs?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	 




	6.
	Why do the heirs have so much trouble interpreting the clues?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	 




	7.
	What caused this situation: “The meeting was adjourned due to panic.”
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	 



	SUBTOTAL:

	/15
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	Comprehension Quiz

	 











	8.
	How does Turtle show her superior business knowledge at an early age?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	 




	9.
	Why do Judge Ford and Sandy McSouthers decide to investigate each of the heirs?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	10.
	Explain Judge Ford’s connection to Sam Westing and his family
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	 




	 




	11.
	Why do you think Sandy McSouthers faked his death?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	 




	12.
	Explain Crow’s real identity. Why had she kept her identity a secret?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	 




	 




	 




	13.
	Who is Julian R. Eastman? Why does Turtle say “Hi, Sandy, I won!” when she meets him?
	[image: ]



	 




	 




	14.
	In your opinion, is Turtle the best choice as the winner of the game and the heir to Sam Westing’s fortune?
	[image: ]



	 




	 



	SUBTOTAL:

	/19
















	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 



1. putrid



2. gaunt



3. grappled



4. stationery



5. coo



6. hassock



7. pivoted



8. authentic



9. chandeliers



10. asylum


	
   1.   

a)  tenants



b)  Sunset Towers

c)  doctor’s office

d)  coffee shop

e)  restaurant

f)  smoke

g)  Westing

h)  old man Westing

i)  Oriental rug

j)  one dollar

k)  cliff

l)  bloody hands

m)  purple waves.

   2.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

The rent is cheaper; has a view of the lake; apartments are suited to incomes; other people are eager to rent there.



   2.   

He rented one of the apartments to the wrong person.



   3.   

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.

   2.   

Answers will vary.

   3.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 

1. F



2. D



3. A



4. J



5. G



6. I



7. B



8. C



9. E



10. H


	
   1.   

a) [image: ] B



b) [image: ] D



c) [image: ] B



d) [image: ] C



e) [image: ] D


	
[image: ]

   1.   

a) Turtle will go into Westing mansion for as long as possible for $2 per minute.



b) Answers will vary.



   2.   

Grace Wexler. Because she is convinced she is related to Sam Westing and the others are merely employees.

   3.   

Answers will vary.

   4.   

If the heirs want to inherit any money, they will play the game.

   5.   

Poor people are called crazy; the rich get a better sounding label.

   6.   

They know her as the cleaning lady, an employee.





	
11

	
12

	
13

	
14

	
15

	
16
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   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 



1. pompous



2. pretentious



3. macaroon



4. hodgepodge



5. bigot



6. inscrutable



7. incriminating



8. tentatively



9. infirmity



10. podiatrist


	
   1.   

a)  Otis Amber



b)  Mr. Hoo



c)  Judge Ford



d)  Sandy



e)  Turtle



f)  Doug Hoo



g)  Sydelle

   2.   

a) he felt responsible for looking after his brother

b) they didn’t want the others to find out what the clues said

c) she would be able to sell her candles

d) he thought they could solve the puzzle and everyone could share the money

e) she thought he could be involved in Sam Westing’s plot


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

She wants to make sure she doesn’t lose them and then someone might find them.



   3.   

Perhaps Sam Westing is trying to learn more about each heir so he can choose the most suitable one to inherit his fortune.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 

1.  b



2.  c



3.  b



4.  d



5.  d



6.  c



7.  b



8.  c


	
   1.   

a)  T 



b)  T 



c)  F 



d)  T 



e)  F 



f)  F 

   2.   

a)  4 



b)  3 



c)  6 



d)  2 



e)  5 



f)  1 


	
   1.   

a) Grace doesn’t want to miss a single clue nor stay alone in her apartment.

b) Chris likes all the attention he gets and is enjoying the game.

c) Theo looks out for his brother Chris and tries to convince people to share clues.

d) Crow wants to learn more about Angela and possibly speak with her.

e) Judge Ford wants to learn as much as she can about each of the heirs.

   2.   

Sydelle thinks she should be rewarded for being the only person to keep notes during the reading of the will.

   3.   

Sydelle wrote her notes in Polish so the others couldn’t read them.

   4.   

Answers will vary.
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19

	
20


	
21

	
22

















	
 Vocabulary 

Across



2. peevishly



5. corridor



8. ritual



11. chemistry



12. bookie



13. paralyzed



14. bestowed



15. flourished



Down



1. trousseau



3. embroidery



4. chauffeur



6. demeaning



7. obsequious



9. soothsayer



10. mementoes


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  D



b) [image: ]  B



c) [image: ]  A



d) [image: ]  B



e) [image: ]  C



f) [image: ]  C


	
   1.   

Flora made a wedding gown for Violet Westing.



   2.   

Chris is delighted, laughs and looks to Sydelle as a new friend.

   3.   

a) The Judge gave him her share of the check.

b) He boxed to earn money for his family after he lost his job at Westing paper Products.

c) He said that made the game too easy.



   4.   

He knows as long as he doesn’t sign the check Denton will keep talking to him.

   5.   

Mrs. Westing: they find out very little about her; only a picture of a sad-looking woman in the newspaper Violet Westing: killed herself rather than marry a crooked politician. She really wanted to marry George Theodorakis.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 



1. scorched



2. malady



3. inheritance



4. ransom



5. asparagus



6. eluding



7. jittery



8. jasmine



9. pranks



10. adjacent


	
   1.   



a)  F 



b)  T 



c)  T 



d)  F 



e)  T 



f)  T 



g)  F 



h)  F 



   2.   



a)  2 



b)  4 



c)  6 



d)  1 



e)  5 



f)  3 



g)  7 


	
[image: ]

   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: no one was seriously hurt; didn’t want to investigate; may be under orders from someone with influence.

   2.   

Sydelle pretended to be sleeping and overheard Turtle tell Angela that it was a foolish thing to do.

   3.   

Answers will vary, but may include: he wants to help his wife to win; he wants his wife’s approval.

   4.   

James Hoo worked for Westing Paper and claimed that Sam Westing stole his idea for a paper diaper. He received an out-of-court settlement from the company.

   5.   

Crow sees Angela as her own daughter and Theo as the one to rescue her. She considers Theo to be a stand-in for his father, George, who was her daughter Violet’s true love.

   6.   

Answers will vary.
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25
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   1.   

Answers will vary.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 



1. glutton



2. vengeance



3. horrendous



4. delinquent



5. eloped



6. manipulated



7. covetousness



8. penance



9. derelicts



10. interrogation


	
   1.   

a) Judge Ford



b) Sydelle



c) Sandy



d) bomb squad detective

e) Turtle



f) Mr. Theodorakis



g) Sandy

   2.   

Answers will vary, but may include:

1. People with low expectations are never disappointed.

2. Her face was full of anger.

3. Full of jealousy

4. Your feet will feel great.

5. Sandy didn’t like the drink in his flask.

6. Theo was hurt because of a mistake in his experiment.

7. One look into her eyes and you knew she was guilty.

8. Theo was ashamed of his spying actions.


	
   1.   

Crow is filled with hate for the person who injured Angela. She sees Angela as a daughter.

   2.   

She is 57 years old; her mother died in childbirth; 1 year of high school education; married at 16, divorced at 40; hospitalized for chronic alcoholism; arrested for vagrancy; found religion and quit drinking; started a soup kitchen.

   3.   

Sydelle is not actually a true heir. Sam Westing wanted Crow’s childhood friend, Sybil Pulaski, to be an heir, but somehow got Sydelle instead.

   4.   

Mr. Theodorakis and Violet planned to marry. Violet’s mother wanted her daughter to marry someone else. She arranged Violet’s marriage to a politician. Violet ended her own life.

   5.   

Turtle thinks that Theo knows about Angela’s part in the bombing and that he will tell the police.

   6.   

Sydelle thinks that they have solved the puzzle and now will inherit the fortune.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 

1. F

2. E

3. D

4. G

5. C

6. B

7. H

8. I

9. A


	
   1.   

a) [image: ]  D



b) [image: ]  C



c) [image: ]  D



d) [image: ]  A



e) [image: ]  D



f) [image: ]  C


	
   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: a) Mr. Hoo felt sorry for Grace and her misfortune with her children;glad his son is a jock. b) Grace Wexler was sure everyone would be snickering and pointing at her, wondering how she has the nerve to show her face at the Westing house.

   2.   

a) Sandy said that Otis doesn’t live where he said he did; is a snoop and a troublemaker; isn’t who he says he is.

b) Judge Ford thought, that if this was true, she had played right into Sam Westing’s hands.

   3.   

Answers will vary.
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   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include: suspicious of everyone; secretive; imagine plots against them; unrealistic fears.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



 Vocabulary 

Sentences will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include:



a) she murdered Sam Westing.



b) he actually died.



c) he will harm anyone he is a bad person.



d) it was really Sam Westing.



e) that she poisoned him.



f) there is a winner.



   2.   

a) [image: ]  D



b) [image: ]  C



c) [image: ]  B


	
   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include:

a) He likes control over people; he wants to give a specific person his fortune but he wants to test them first.

b) Gave the pairs checks for ten thousand dollars; appealed to their sense of greed.

   2.   

Because he was disguised as other people in their everyday life, he could keep up-to-date on their activities. Then he would sneak into the study and leave clues for the lawyer to tell the heirs.

   3.   

The winner of the fortune will be the person who finds the fourth “Sam Westing”.

   4.   

Illustrations will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary, but may include:

He asked her to keep the secret; she didn’t want others bothering him.

   2.   

They will try to do the things they planned before the game interfered. They will try to live normal lives.



 Vocabulary 

Answers will vary.


	
   1.   

Answers will vary.


	
[image: ]

   1.   

a) Turtle said she was going to the library each Saturday but spent the time with Julian instead.

b) She wanted him to live his life as he wished.



   2.   

Answers will vary.



   3.   

She remembered that someone had paid for her education; she knew that he was really smart; his parents could not afford to educate him.

   4.   

He was able to sell them in major US cities and to expand his market.



   5.   

The mood is solemn, somewhat sad but probably with a feeling of satisfaction of a game well-played and a life well-lived.



   6.   

Perhaps that, under Turtle’s guidance, Alice will become the next T.R. Wexler.
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Word Search Puzzle


[image: ]




	
   1.   

The letters offered low rent, close to schools and stores, a great view, available space for businesses and an office.

   2.   

They tell creepy stories about others who have visited the mansion; they create an air of mystery about Sam Westing.

   3.   

It means that you are one of the heirs and will be inheriting from the person.



   4.   

The reading of the will was really the beginning of the Westing game.

   5.   

Perhaps she wanted to force them to learn about each other; to combine individual talents; to keep the game interesting.

   6.   

The clues were single words that didn’t seem to be connected. Each pair had their own set of clues that they didn’t want to share with each other.

   7.   

The meeting was adjourned because the first bomb exploded.


	
   8.   

Turtle interprets one of the clues given by the lawyer as meaning she should invest in the stock market. She waits out the stock price until it reaches top value.

   9.   

They think they will learn more and be able to solve the puzzle.

   10.   

Judge Ford’s father was the gardener for the Westing family; she grew up in the Westing household and spent a great deal of time with Sam Westing; Sam Westing paid for her university education.

   11.   

He may have realized that Judge Ford had discovered his true identity. Also, he wanted to remove himself from the situation so he could assume a new identity.

   12.   

Crow is Berthe Erica Crow, Sam Westing’s ex-wife. She is the mother of Violet. She kept her identity a secret because she wanted to live a life apart from Sam Westing and her past.

   13.   

Julian R. Eastman is another one of Sam Westing’s identities.

   14.   

Answers will vary.
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Choose an important event that has an impact upon two characters in this story.
Complete the chart by filing in these deftails:

* the names of the characters

* ashort summary of the event

* yourideas about each character’s perspective of the event

Did your characters react the same or differently to this event? Support your answer.
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The setting of a story refers o the time and location of a story.

Novels often confain more than one setting fo move the story along.
Setting details influence the thoughts and actions of the characters and the plot.
Choose one section of this story that you enjoyed.

Complete the chart with details from the story and your own ideas.

v

The of this setting is: The LOCATION of this setting is:
How does the influence the How does the LOCATION influence
plot development? the plot development?

How does the SETTING influence the main characters ACTIONS, BEHAVIOR,
and THOUGHTS?
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