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World War II











	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: ________















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4

	 



	Understanding Concepts

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of concepts. Teacher assistance required

	Demonstrates a basic understanding of concepts. Some teacher assistance required

	Demonstrates a general understanding of concepts. Little teacher assistance required

	Demonstrates
a thorough understanding of concepts. Teacher assistance not required

	 



	Response to the Text

	Expresses responses to the text with limited effectiveness, inconsistently supported with proof from the text

	Expresses responses to the text with some effectiveness, supported with some proof from the text
 
	Expresses responses to the text with considerable effectiveness, supported with appropriate proof from the text

	Expresses responses to the text with a high degree of effectiveness, supported with concise and effective proof from the text

	 



	Interpretation, Application & Analysis

	Interprets and applies concepts with limited effectiveness, with few, unrelated details and incorrect analysis

	Interprets and applies concepts with some effectiveness, with some detail but with inconsistent analysis

	Interprets and applies concepts with considerable effectiveness with a variety of details; detailed analysis

	Interprets and applies concepts with a high degree of effectiveness, with a variety of appropriate detail and analysis

	 












	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

Our resource provides ready-to-use information and activities for remedial students in grades five to eight. Written to grade and using simplified language and vocabulary, social studies concepts are presented in a way that makes them more accessible to students and easier to understand. Comprised of reading passages, student activities and overhead transparencies, our resource can be used effectively for whole-class, small group and independent work.

How Is Our Resource Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Reading passages and activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of our resource. The reading passages present important grade-appropriate information and concepts related to the topic. Embedded in each passage are one or more questions that ensure students understand what they have read.



For each reading passage there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension of the concepts presented in the reading passage and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the reading passage through creative and evaluative short-answer questions, research, and extension activities.

The Assessment Rubric (page 4) is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to many of the activities in our resource. The Comprehension Quiz (page 37) can be used for either a follow-up review or assessment at the completion of the unit.

PICTURE CUES

Our resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handouts
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!



[image: Images]













	[image: Images]
	 




Bloom’s Taxonomy

Our resource is an effective tool for any SOCIAL STUDIES PROGRAM.







	
Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in our resource engage and build the full range
of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension and understanding of important social studies concepts. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, and using language at a remedial level, information and questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but move beyond this to understand the text and concepts through higher-order thinking. By using higherorder skills of application, analysis, synthesis and evaluation, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, attaining a greater understanding of concepts, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

Our resource, therefore, is an effective tool for any Social Studies program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, our resource provides teachers with essential information and questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest, creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.
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BLOOM’S TAXONOMY: 6 LEVELS OF THINKING


*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.






Vocabulary











	invaded

	expensive

	impacted

	globally

	estimated

	scarce military

	   




	hoard

	starvation

	disease

	looting

	borders

	veterans

	   




	soldiers

	enforced

	blamed

	alliances

	factors

	agreement

	   




	economic

	depression

	determined

	tenuous

	promote

	desperate

	   




	dictator

	nationalism

	militarism

	tension

	conflict

	acquiesce

	   




	propaganda

	recovered

	support

	avoid

	neutral

	aviator

	   




	seaborne

	surrender

	casualties

	base

	victors

	submarine

	   




	sophisticated

	turret

	improved

	communication

	influence

	mounted

	   




	superiority

	famine

	agencies

	rebuild

	reserves

	fatigue

	   




	threats

	emerged

	transportation

	perished
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Why Do We Remember World War Two?










	1.
	Match each of the words below with the correct meaning.














	
	invade
	expensive
	impact
	globally



	
	estimate
	scarce
	military
	hoard



	
	starvation
	disease
	looting
	border













	
	a)
	the armed forces of a country



	
	b)
	to enter and take over in hopes of getting something



	
	c)
	a boundary of a country



	
	d)
	something that does not let part of the body work correctly



	
	e)
	includes the whole world



	
	f)
	not very many of something; few



	
	g)
	a guess to determine an amount close to a number



	
	h)
	a hidden supply that may be stored



	
	i)
	stealing



	
	j)
	suffering or dieing because of lack of food



	
	k)
	to have a strong effect or influence on something



	
	l)
	having a high price










	2.
	World War Two is one of the most talked about events in world history. What do you already know about this war? Try to list at least FIVE things.
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Why Do We Remember World War Two?

World War Two began when Germany invaded Poland on September 1, 1939. For the second time in twenty-seven years the world was at war. Many people thought it was not possible to have another world war. World War One was known as “the war that will end war”. World War Two was a terrible, expensive, and tragic war.
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	World War One was called “the war that will end war”. Why do you think another major war happened so soon after World War One?



	




	









World War Two lasted six years. Over 200 countries were involved. Many of these countries had soldiers fighting in battles. Other countries had land taken and their borders changed. The war was fought on the seas, on the land, and in the skies. Battles were fought on the Mediterranean Sea, and the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. On land, battles were fought in the Soviet Union, North Africa, Western Europe, and in the Far East.



The war impacted people all over the globe. Fifty-five million people died in battles and conflicts all over the world. The war affected the lives of almost three quarters of the earth’s population.



The war caused a great deal of harm. People were killed and injured. Property and possessions were destroyed and damaged. The estimated cost of the damage was close to three billion dollars globally.



In World War Two, many people died from the fighting. Numerous people also lost their lives because of starvation and disease. Countries were spending a lot of money on their military and had no money left for other public services. For example, in some places there were no police officers to help keep control. People ended up looting stores and committing crimes with very little punishment. There was also a lack of medical care. Doctors and nurses were needed to look after injured people. Food also became scarce. Stores had few items to buy. People became scared and tried to hoard whatever they could.



World War Two is one of the most important events in history. It is also one of the most studied world events. Many people believe that students must know what happened to ensure that such terrible events never happen again. If people can learn from the mistakes of the past, they can help to make the future better.









	[image: Images]
	[image: Images]




Why Do We Remember World War Two?










	1.
	Circle the word TRUE if the statement is TRUE or Circle the word FALSE if it is FALSE.



	 
	a)
	During World War Two people died from starvation.



	 
	 
	     TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	b)
	World War Two is not a well-known part of world history.



	 
	 
	     TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	c)
	World War Two battles were only fought on land.



	 
	 
	     TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	d)
	The war started on September 1, 1939.



	 
	 
	     TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	e)
	People all over the world were impacted by World War Two.



	 
	 
	     TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	f)
	Very little money was spent on public services.



	 
	 
	     TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	g)
	People were scared because there was little food to buy.



	 
	 
	     TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	h)
	The estimated cost of damages was almost six billion dollars.



	 
	 
	     TRUE
	FALSE












	2.
	Use the following words to fi ll in the blanks.













	
	starvation
	invaded
	borders
	disease



	
	impacted
	military
	hoard
	expensive




Germany [image: Images] Poland in 1939. This started World War Two. The war lasted six years and [image: Images] many people. Some countries had their [image: Images] change as the war was fought on the land, on the seas and in the air. The war was very [image: Images]. It cost a lot of money and it cost many lives. Over 55 million people died in battles, but people also died because of [image: Images] and [image: Images]. People started to [image: Images] food because there wasn’t very much of it. So much money was spent on the [image: Images] that there was little money left for public services.
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Why Do We Remember World War Two?







	4.
	Did World War Two really involve the whole world? Explain your answer.



	
	




	
	




	5.
	Explain how people who were not soldiers were affected by the war.



	
	




	
	




	6.
	Do you think that people today hoard things? When do people hoard? Why do people hoard things?



	
	




	
	





Research & Application







	7.
	World War Two battles were fought in the Soviet Union, North Africa, Western Europe and in the Far East. Do some research to find out where the Far East is. You can use an atlas to help you. Write a short paragraph explaining where the Far East is.










	8.
	a) Some soldiers who fought in World War Two are still alive. These people are called veterans. Veterans have a lot of knowledge about the war. Create a page of interview questions that you would ask a veteran if you could. Include ten to fifteen questions that you would like to know the answers to. Be ready to share your questions with your classmates.
b) Find out if there are any soldiers from World War Two living in your community. You may be able to get some information from the Veteran’s Association. If you can, contact a World War Two soldier and interview him using the questions you developed in Part (a) above. Be ready to present your answers to the class.










	9.
	War has many negative impacts on people. Even today there are many countries that have soldiers at war. Come up with a slogan that could be used to encourage countries not to go to war. Use your slogan to create a poster or pamphlet explaining how war can impact people. If you can, put your poster up in your classroom.
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Background and Causes







	1.
	Match each of the words below with the correct meaning. You may use a dictionary to help you.



	
	









	 1 
	enforced
	
	a strained relationship
	 A 



	 2 
	blamed
	
	carried out or followed through
	 B 



	 3 
	alliances
	
	the agreement that ended World War One
	 C 



	 4 
	economic depression
	
	to find fault with
	 D 



	 5 
	determined
	
	not weak; not uncertain
	 E 



	 6 
	tenuous
	
	to help grow or develop
	 F 



	 7 
	tension
	
	something that adds to something else
	 G 



	 8 
	agreement
	
	a written record; an understanding
	 H 



	 9 
	Treaty of Versailles
	
	a time of high unemployment
	 I 



	 10 
	factor
	
	having little strength
	 J 



	 11 
	promote
	
	a connection based on similar ideas
	 K 















	2.
	Try to think of THREE different ways that students are sometimes part of an ALLIANCE. Have you ever been part of an alliance?



	
	




	
	



	
	




	3.
	Some people have said, “War is not a way to solve problems”. What are some different ways that problems can be solved?
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Background and Causes

The Second World War began in 1939. There are many reasons why war broke out less than 30 years after the end of World War One.



The Treaty of Versailles was the agreement that many countries signed to officially end World War One. The problem was that the treaty was never enforced fully. Many countries were afraid that if they tried too hard to keep all of the agreements in the Treaty of Versailles, that it would just lead to another war. Although there was peace in Europe after World War One, it was a tenuous peace. This means that the peace was weak, and that there was a good chance that it would not last.
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	1.
	The Treaty of Versailles was signed to end World War One. Why do you think people were afraid to enforce it?



	
	




	
	









The League of Nations was a group of countries who joined together after World War One. The idea of a League of Nations came from President Woodrow Wilson in 1918. Many countries joined the League to try and promote peace; however, the United States did not.



Germany was blamed for much of World War One. Many people in Germany were very angry about this. Some Germans were determined to get revenge for being blamed for the first war.



Another factor that led to the Second World War was the economic depression that had spread through much of Europe. Many people had lost their jobs and were poor. Stores did not have many items to purchase, and many people were scared about the future.



People in Europe began to feel desperate for help. They started to believe leaders who promised change. They began to hope that things would get better for them. Leaders who were dictators became very popular. Dictators were people who ruled a country with complete authority. They did not need permission from anyone to do whatever they wanted. Some dictators of stronger countries started to take over weaker countries.
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	2.
	Why would people believe dictators? Explain your answer.
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Background and Causes

In Europe there was also a rise in nationalism and militarism. Nationalism is the belief that one’s country is better than another. Several countries in Europe believed strongly in nationalism. Militarism is the collection of weapons in order to prepare for war. Even though Europe had just come out of World War One, some countries started to collect weapons again. Feelings of nationalism and militarism led to more tension in Europe.
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	3.
	There were many factors that led to the start of World
War Two. List FIVE reasons why this war began.



	1.
	




	2.
	




	3.
	




	4.
	




	5.
	









Many nations were involved in World War Two. The countries formed two major alliances. One group was called the Axis and the other was called the Allies. Germany, Italy and Japan made up the Berlin-Rome-Tokyo Axis. Germany was seen as having power over most of central Europe. Italy was seen as having power over the Mediterranean area. Japan was seen as having power over Eastern Asia and the Pacific area. The Allies were the United Kingdom, France and Poland. The number of countries who joined the Allies grew steadily once war broke out in 1939. Other countries who became an important part of the Allies included the United States, Canada and Russia.









	Countries making up the Axis
	Countries making up the Allies



	Germany
	United Kingdom



	Japan
	France



	Italy
	Poland



	
	United States



	
	Canada



	
	Russia
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Background and Causes







	1.
	The following are multiple choice questions. Circle the correct letter.










	
	







	a)
	Who was blamed for World War One?



	
	A
	The United States



	
	B
	The Axis



	
	C
	Germany



	
	D
	The League of Nations



	b)
	What is a dictator?



	
	A
	Someone who is elected



	
	B
	The President



	
	C
	Anyone who is part of the government



	
	D
	Someone who rules with complete authority



	c)
	What countries were part of the Allies?



	
	A
	United Kingdom, France and Germany



	
	B
	United States, Poland, France, United Kingdom and Canada



	
	C
	United States, Italy, Canada and France



	
	D
	None of the above



	d)
	Some of the factors that led to World War Two include:



	
	A
	Rise in militarism and nationalism



	
	B
	Economic depression



	
	C
	Failure of the Treaty of Versailles



	
	D
	People trusting dictators



	
	E
	All of the above



	
	F
	None of the above



	e)
	What countries were part of the Axis?



	
	A
	Italy, France, Germany



	
	B
	Japan, Germany and the United States



	
	C
	Germany, France and Japan



	
	D
	Germany, Italy and Japan



	
	E
	None of the above



	f)
	Why did the Treaty of Versailles fail?



	
	A
	No one knew what it was about



	
	B
	People couldn’t understand French



	
	C
	The Treaty was not enforced



	
	D
	People forgot about the Treaty
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Background and Causes







	2.
	Use the words in the box to answer each question.



	
	








	
	tenuous
	tension
	blamed



	
	factor
	promote
	determined
	











	_____________________
	a)
	This developed between European countries as countries tried to be better than any other country



	_____________________
	b)
	Many countries did this to Germany, believing that World War One was their fault.



	_____________________
	c)
	The League of Nations was meant to do this with peace in Europe.



	_____________________
	d)
	This means that something has very little strength, much like the peace in Europe after World War One.



	_____________________
	e)
	There were many of these that added to the problems in Europe that led to World War Two.



	_____________________
	f)
	Some people in Germany felt this way, that they wanted revenge for being blamed for World War One.









Research & Application







	3.
	One factor that led to World War Two was the economic depression in Europe. Conduct some research to gather more information about what an economic depression is. You may use any resources your teacher has (books, the internet, library resources, etc.) Create a poster to explain what the economic depression was and how it affected people in Europe.










	4.
	Do some research on the Axis countries to find out what was similar and what was different about them. Consider the following:












	
	
	•   Language



	
	
	•   Religion
	[image: Images]



	
	
	•   Location
	



	
	
	•   Currency
	



	
	
	•   Population
	



	
	
	•   Government
	



	
	
	•   Size
	



	
	
	•   At least three other factors
	










	
	Use the Venn Diagram like the one on the right to help you organize your information.
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Germany’s Role in the War







	1.
	Match each of the words below with the correct meaning. You may use a dictionary to help you.



	
	









	 1 
	recover
	
	people who originally came from India to Europe; people who live a wandering type of life
	 a 



	 2 
	propaganda
	
	clothing worn by a specific group of people
	 b 



	 3 
	avoid
	
	to restore to a normal state
	 c 



	 4 
	gypsies
	
	a planned action for a particular purpose
	 d 



	 5 
	ultimatum
	
	agreement to something
	 e 



	 6 
	tactic
	
	a demand, that if rejected means the end of peace
	 f 



	 7 
	uniform
	
	to make known openly or officially
	 g 



	 8 
	declare
	
	to keep from happening
	 h 



	 9 
	support
	
	organized spreading of certain ideas
	 i 















	2.
	The word ACQUIESCE means to give in to something, to accept something, and to go along with something. What are some things that you might acquiesce to? When have you gone along with something?
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Germany’s Role in the War

[image: Images]After the First World War, people in Europe were unsure what they should do. The Treaty of Versailles did not promote peace. Many Germans were upset about being blamed for the war. The economic depression made many people feel desperate. In Germany, people began to put their hope in a fascist group called the Nazi Party. Many people voted for the Nazis to rule Germany. The Nazis promised people jobs, increased services, and a better military.



In 1933, Adolf Hitler became the leader of Germany. He was a very good public speaker. People listened to him. People believed in him. Hitler used propaganda to get people to agree with him. He explained to the Germans that they were being treated unfairly. Hitler told the Germans that Jewish people and Gypsies should be blamed for their problems. Hitler’s goal was to destroy people he called “less worthy”. He also wanted Germany to have more land. He told Germans that it was Germany’s right to take land that had German-speaking people living on it. He said that Germany needed more “living space”. Hitler successfully took over two countries to get more space, without starting a war.



On March 13, 1938 Germany took over Austria even though the Treaty of Versailles said that this was not allowed. In September of 1939, France and Britain agreed to give some of the land in Czechoslovakia to Hitler. By March of 1939, Hitler had taken all of it.



Great Britain and France did not want another war. They had lost many soldiers and a lot of money in World War One. People in Great Britain and France had not recovered from World War One. There was little support for another war. For these reasons, Britain and France did not put up a fight against Hitler. They believed that they could avoid war if they gave in to Hitler. They thought that giving Austria and Czechoslovakia to Hitler would make him happy. What France and Great Britain did not understand was that Hitler wanted much more land.
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Germany’s Role in the War
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	Why was Hitler allowed to take over Austria and Czechoslovakia? Why didn’t anyone stop him?



	




	









[image: Images]Hitler believed that he could continue taking over different countries. Austria and Czechoslovakia had already been given to him. Hitler wanted to take over Poland as well, but he did not want to fight with the Soviet Union. Hitler, being very clever, made a deal with the Soviets before he invaded Poland. The deal meant that the Soviet Union would support Germany.



On August 31,1939, Nazi officers took an unknown prisoner from one of their camps and dressed him up in a Polish uniform. They took him to a small town near the border of Poland and Germany and shot him. This made it look like Poland was attacking Germany. Hitler used this fake attack as an excuse to invade Poland the next day, September 1, 1939.



In order to make a quick attack, the Germans used a war tactic called “Blitzkrieg”. This is a German word that means “lightening war”. It was called Blitzkrieg because the attacks were very big and very sudden. The Germans attacked Poland quickly, using 1.8 million German soldiers and over 2,000 aircraft. Bridges, roads and air strips were bombed. Groups of Polish soldiers on the ground were attacked by machine gunfire from the air.




The word BLITZKRIEG means lightening war. This term was first used by a North American newspaper reporter. He used it to try and explain to readers how fast and terrible the German attack was on Poland.





On the same day as the attack on Poland, Great Britain and France sent Hitler an ultimatum. They told Hitler that if he did not stop attacking Poland, Great Britain and France would go to war against Germany.



Two days later, on September 3, 1939, France and Great Britain declared war on Germany. World War Two had begun.
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Germany’s Role in the War







	1.
	Below is a list of events that took place leading up to World War Two. Put the events in the order in which they occurred. Place a 1 on the line for the first event, a 2 for the second event, etc. Go back to the reading to check your answers.












	
	_____________________
	a)
	World War Two begins on September 3, 1939.



	
	_____________________
	b)
	March 1939, Hitler takes over all of Czechoslovakia.



	
	_____________________
	c)
	France and Great Britain agree to give some of Czechoslovakia to Hitler.



	
	_____________________
	d)
	Great Britain and France issue an ultimatum to Hitler.



	
	_____________________
	e)
	August 31, 1939, a prisoner dressed like a Polish soldier is shot on the border of Poland and Germany.



	
	_____________________
	f)
	In 1933, Adolf Hitler becomes the leader of Germany.



	
	_____________________
	g)
	Hitler makes a deal with the Soviet Union.



	
	_____________________
	h)
	People in Germany begin to put their hope in the Nazi Party.



	
	_____________________
	i)
	Germany takes over Austria.



	
	_____________________
	j)
	Hitler invades Poland.



	
	_____________________
	k)
	People in Europe are unsure what to do.



	
	_____________________
	l)
	Blitzkrieg attacks take place in Poland.
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Germany’s Role in the War







	2.
	In your own words, explain what Blitzkrieg is.



	
	




	
	




	3.
	Why do you think people voted for someone like Hitler?



	
	




	
	





Research & Application







	4.
	Hitler made an agreement with the Soviet Union before he invaded Poland. The agreement was called the Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact. Do some research to find out what this pact was about. Use the 5W+H Chart below to help you organize your ideas.













	Who:
	Names of countries involved in the pact
	



	What:
	Name of the agreement and key details of what the agreement was about
	



	Where:
	The place where the agreement was signed, and the places that were affected by it
	



	When:
	The date(s) the agreement was to go into effect and the date it was signed
	



	Why:
	What factors led up to the pact being created and signed? Why was it agreed upon?
	



	How:
	How did the agreement work?
	












	5.
	There was a lot happening in Europe leading up to World War Two. What was happening in the United States during this same time period? Using resources that are available to you, find out what life was like in the United States in the 1930s. Put yourself in the place of an American living in the U.S. in the 1930s and write a diary entry about what your life is like. Try to include things such as employment, the government, news from Europe, etc. Be ready to share your diary entry with the class.
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Major Battles







	1.
	Match each of the words below with the correct meaning. You may use a dictionary to help you.



	
	









	 1 
	neutral
	
	carried by ship over the sea
	 A 



	 2 
	aviator
	
	a place where the military keeps supplies and equipment, where soldiers stay
	 B 



	 3 
	seaborne
	
	a warship with a deck so that airplanes can land and take off
	 C 



	 4 
	surrender
	
	people who are killed or injured during a battle
	 D 



	 5 
	casualties
	
	a pilot of an airplane
	 E 



	 6 
	aircraft carrier
	
	not supporting either side in a disagreement
	 F 



	 7 
	base
	
	to give over to someone else
	 G 















	2.
	Being NEUTRAL means not taking a side in an argument. Can you think of a time when you have been neutral in an argument? Why would you want to be neutral?
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Major Battles

There were many battles fought during World War Two. Each one had casualties, and all caused damage. Three of the major battles are described below.



The Battle of Pearl Harbor

December 7, 1941



As in World War One, the United States remained neutral for the first part of the Second World War. That changed when the American military base at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii was attacked at 7:55 a.m. on December 7, 1941.



Pearl Harbor was home for almost 50,000 American troops. It was the biggest American base in the Pacific region. The Japanese military attacked Pearl Harbor from the coast off of the island of Oahu. Japan’s goal was to cause as much damage as possible. They especially wanted to damage battleships, aircraft carriers and airplanes on the ground. The attack was sudden. Hundreds of Japanese airplanes attacked the American base, damaging many American ships and airplanes. The Americans fought back. The attack was over in less than two hours. Close to 2,500 people lost their lives. This battle was the start of war between Japan and the U.S.



The Battle of Midway

June 4 to June 7, 1942



The Battle of Midway has been called a “turning point” in World War Two. The battle occurred six months after the attack on Pearl Harbor. It took place on the Midway Islands, northwest of Hawaii. The U.S. defeated Japan by destroying several large ships and aircraft carriers.



Losing the Battle of Midway was terrible for the Japanese. They were not fighting to take over U.S. territory; they just wanted more control in the Pacific region. They thought that if they took the Midway Islands, the U.S. would not have power and that the Japanese could gain control. Japan lost many boats and aircraft, as well as aviators to operate the airplanes during the battle. As a result, the United States was able to gain control of that area of the Pacific Ocean.



The Battle of Normandy

June 6, 1944



The Battle of Normandy started on June 6, 1944. This date is also known as D-Day. This battle was fought between the Nazis and the Allies, including American and Canadian soldiers. It is the largest seaborne invasion in history with almost three million troops involved. The battle began during the night as soldiers parachuted into France. Later, attacks came from the air and from the sea. The Battle of Normandy lasted for more than two months. It was the first of many victories for the Allies. Germany surrendered less than a year later.
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Major Battles










	1.
	Circle the word TRUE if the statement is TRUE or Circle the word FALSE if it is FALSE.



	 
	a)
	The Japanese lost the Battle of Midway.



	 
	 
	     TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	b)
	The United States did not want to be neutral at the beginning of World War Two.



	 
	 
	     TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	c)
	The Battle of Normandy took place in Italy.



	 
	 
	     TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	d)
	The attack on Pearl Harbor was the beginning of the war between the United States and Japan.



	 
	 
	     TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	e)
	Japan wanted control of the Pacific Region.



	 
	 
	     TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	f)
	The Battle of Normandy started on June 6, 1944 which is also known as D-Day.



	 
	 
	     TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	g)
	Germany surrendered within a year of the Battle of Normandy.



	 
	 
	     TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	h)
	Pearl Harbor has been called a “turning point” in World War Two.



	 
	 
	     TRUE
	FALSE












	2.
	What was the TURNING POINT of World War Two?



	
	




	
	




	3.
	What signaled the start of war between Japan and the United States?
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Major battles







	4.
	Use the words in the list to give the answer to each clue. Write the correct term on the line.



	
	









	
	casualties
	aircraft carrier
	surrendered
	 



	
	neutral
	aviator
	base
	seaborne

















	
	_____________________
	a)
	The United States did not want to take sides.



	
	_____________________
	b)
	Without these, Japanese airplanes could not get off the ground.



	
	_____________________
	c)
	Able to have airplanes land and take off in the middle of an
ocean.



	
	_____________________
	d)
	These were people who were injured or killed in battles.



	
	_____________________
	e)
	When soldiers are carried by ship to get to a place.



	
	_____________________
	f)
	The Germans gave up shortly after the Battle of Normandy; they knew they could not win.



	
	_____________________
	g)
	This is a place where soldiers live and train, and where the military keeps supplies and equipment.




Research & Application







	5.
	The United States government has military bases all over the country and all over the world. Find out where some of these bases are and then choose one to investigate. Create a poster that shows the following information:










	
	•   Name



	
	•   Location (include a map)



	
	•   Size



	
	•   Specialty (air force, navy, etc.)



	
	•   Special features (tours, museum, special forces)



	
	•   At least three other interesting facts










	
	Be ready to share your poster with the class.










	6.
	Many cities and towns across the United States grew because of a military base close by. Find out if there is a military base near your hometown. If you can, make plans to go and visit it. If you cannot visit the base, do some research at the local library or on the Internet to find out more about the military base close to your community. Write a three-paragraph information piece about what you have discovered.
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New Weapons of War







	1.
	Write the word on the line that matches the definition. Use a dictionary to help you if needed.



	
	









	
	victors
	submarine
	sophisticated
	turret



	
	improve
	communication
	mounted
	superiority

















	
	_____________________
	a)
	to make or become better



	
	_____________________
	b)
	the one who defeats an enemy; the winner



	
	_____________________
	c)
	a special boat that is used underwater



	
	_____________________
	d)
	feeling that someone is better or more important than someone else



	
	_____________________
	e)
	a rotating structure onto which guns are mounted



	
	_____________________
	f)
	something that is very complicated or complex



	
	_____________________
	g)
	an exchange of information



	
	_____________________
	h)
	to put into a certain position; to attach to something










	2.
	During World War Two many countries spent a great deal of money building weapons. Today, many countries still spend a lot of money on weapons. Is spending money to build weapons a good idea? Explain your opinion.
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New Weapons of War

Many of the weapons used in World War One were also used in World War Two. By 1939 many of the weapons had been improved in order to work better.



The “U-Boat” was the English short form for the German word “Unterseeboot”. This means “undersea boat”. U-boats could travel below the water’s surface. They were also called submarines. The main purpose for the German U-Boat was to hit ships coming to Europe from the U.S. and Canada with supplies.



When World War Two began, Germany had 57 U-Boats. Over the next six years, Germany built close to 1,100 new boats. The allies, especially Great Britain, believed that the U-Boats were their biggest threat. The U-Boats could attack from great distances. Also, they were difficult to trace because they were able to move quietly in the water.



Although many U-Boats were built for World War Two, close to 80 percent of them were destroyed during fighting. 28 000 people who worked on U-Boats were killed and 8,000 were captured during the war.
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	Why do you think U-Boats were popular with the Germans?



	




	




	









Tanks became more sophisticated in World War Two. Radios were installed in German tanks. This allowed better communication with soldiers and better control. Tanks also became larger. The United States even made a 105-ton tank! At the beginning of the war light tanks were used by most armies. As the war went on, heavier tanks became more common. Turrets were also used on tanks. A turret allowed a very heavy machine gun to be mounted on the tank. The turret made it possible for the gun to be moved all the way around to hit targets. Having a turret also meant that the gun could be fired even if the tank was hidden behind some cover.



Bombers were airplanes that were used in World War One. They were designed to attack targets on the ground by dropping bombs from the plane. In World War Two, fighter aircraft were built. These planes were designed to attack other aircraft while in the air. The fighter aircraft were small, fast and easy to move around. Countries fighting in World War Two wanted superiority in the air. They wanted to be the best and have control of the skies. In most wars, the countries that had control of the skies usually went on to be the winners, or victors in the war. Many countries spent a lot of money to build the best aircraft possible.
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New Weapons of War







	1.
	Below are two columns. Column A has the beginning of a sentence. Column B has the ending of a sentence. Using straight lines, match column A and column B to make ten true statements.



	
	









	
	Column A
	
	Column B
	



	 1 
	Some of the weapons used in World War One were
	
	mount machine guns on tanks.
	 A 



	 2 
	Radios were installed
	
	in German tanks.
	 B 



	 3 
	Great Britain believed that
	
	the people who had won the war.
	 C 



	 4 
	Fighter aircraft were
	
	also used in World War Two.
	 D 



	 5 
	Countries wanted
	
	small, fast and easy to move around.
	 E 



	 6 
	German U-Boats could
	
	superiority in the air.
	 F 



	 7 
	Turrets were used to
	
	more sophisticated in World War Two.
	 G 



	 8 
	Victors were
	
	U-Boats were their greatest threat.
	 H 



	 9 
	As the war went on
	
	heavier tanks became more common.
	 I 



	 10 
	Tanks became
	
	attack from great distances.
	 J 
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New Weapons of War







	2.
	Explain why Great Britain and the allies believed that German U-Boats were their biggest threat.



	
	




	
	




	3.
	How did tanks become more sophisticated in World War Two?



	
	




	
	




	4.
	What is the difference between a bomber and a fighter aircraft?



	
	




	
	





Research & Application







	5.
	The German word “unterseeboot” or U-Boat, translates into “undersea boat”. There are a number of words that we use in English that actually come from German. Below is a list of words that are derived from, or come from, the German language. Using a dictionary to help you, write out the English definition for each of these words.










	•   Kindergarten
	•   angst



	•   delicatessen
	•   Fahrenheit



	•   glitz
	•   hamburger



	•   kaput
	•   waltz










	6.
	Fighter planes became a very important weapon in World War Two. Do some research to find out more about these planes. Try to answer the following questions as well as at least three more points of interest:










	
	•   What did fighter planes look like?



	
	•   How long did it take to build one?



	
	•   How accurate were they?



	
	•   How big were they?



	
	•   Who built them?



	
	•   How many people could fit into one plane?










	
	Write a two to three-minute speech explaining what you have found out about fighter planes during World War Two. Be ready to share your speech.
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The End of War







	1.
	Place the correct word on the line. Use a dictionary to help you if needed.













	
	famine
	agencies
	rebuild
	influence



	
	conflict
	fatigue
	surrender
	threat



	
	emerge
	transportation
	reserves
	perish












	
	_____________________
	a)
	part of an organization that looks after different projects



	
	_____________________
	b)
	being very tired



	
	_____________________
	c)
	to pass away; to die



	
	_____________________
	d)
	an extreme shortage of food



	
	_____________________
	e)
	an expression of an intent to do harm



	
	_____________________
	f)
	having the ability to change or interfere with matters, even for personal gain



	
	_____________________
	g)
	a way of getting people and goods to different places



	
	_____________________
	h)
	to become known



	
	_____________________
	i)
	to give oneself over to something; to yield



	
	_____________________
	j)
	something stored or available for future use



	
	_____________________
	k)
	an extended struggle



	
	_____________________
	l)
	to build again, to make repairs or changes to something










	2.
	When you have a disagreement with someone, how do you end it? How do you know that the argument is over?
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The End of War

World War Two started as a conflict between a few nations. It turned into the biggest war in history. It involved dozens of countries and cost millions of lives.



In 1943, the Axis powers started showing signs of fatigue with the war. The U.S. was becoming more involved and Russia still had huge reserves. By 1944, the Allies were winning the war in the air. The allies hit many German cities and did a lot of damage to highways and transportation routes.



The official end to World War Two was September 2, 1945. This is when Japan signed the peace treaty. The war in Europe had ended months before. On May 7, 1945, German forces surrendered to the Allies. Nazi control of Germany was over. Adolf Hitler killed himself, and Germany became controlled by Allied forces.



Although war in Europe was over, new tensions emerged between the United States and the Soviet Union. Both countries saw themselves as the most powerful country in the world. Neither wanted the other to be powerful. Neither country trusted each other. In the three decades following World War Two, the United States and the Soviet Union were part of the “Cold War”. This was not a war with weapons, but with words and threats. Both countries wanted to be a superpower, meaning that it would have a lot of influence over other countries.
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	Why do you think the United States and Russia both saw themselves as powerful countries?



	




	









World War Two was the biggest and most expensive war in history. People lost their homes, families, property, possessions, and feeling of security. Bombings, new methods of warfare, famine, and disease killed millions of people. Many were also left homeless. Fifty-five million people worldwide perished in World War Two. People who survived could hardly understand how massive the suffering was.



The United States played a leading role in helping Western Europe rebuild after World War Two. U.S. Secretary of State George Marshall introduced a plan to help Europe. His plan gave European countries thirteen billion dollars between 1948 and 1952. The money was used to help rebuild schools, hospitals, roads and houses.



World War Two showed that the League of Nations was not able to prevent war. In 1945 the United Nations (UN) was created to replace the League of Nations. Since World War Two, the UN has tried to bring peace to many parts of the world. The UN has many agencies that try to improve the lives of people living in difficult situations. The UN has 192 member countries and continues to exist today.
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The End of War







	1.
	The following are multiple choice questions. Circle the correct letter.










	
	







	a)
	This was the official end to World War Two.



	
	A
	September 1944



	
	B
	May 7, 1945



	
	C
	September 2, 1945



	
	D
	None of the above



	b)
	Even when the war ended there was still tension between:



	
	A
	Germany and the United States



	
	B
	The Allies and Germany



	
	C
	The Soviet Union and the Allies



	
	D
	The United States and the Soviet Union



	c)
	U.S. Secretary of State George Marshall gave European countries:



	
	A
	Aircraft that had been built in the United States



	
	B
	Thirteen billion dollars to rebuild



	
	C
	As much money as the European countries needed



	
	D
	Some good advice about how to fight in a war



	d)
	In 1945 the United Nations:



	
	A
	Was created



	
	B
	Replaced the League of nations



	
	C
	Formed to bring peace to different parts of the world



	
	D
	All of the above



	
	E
	None of the above



	e)
	At the end of World War Two, these countries wanted to be superpowers:



	
	A
	Britain and France



	
	B
	The United States and Canada



	
	C
	The Soviet Union and the United States



	
	D
	France, Britain and the United States



	
	E
	All of the allies



	f)
	This is the number of people who perished in World War Two:



	
	A
	55 million worldwide



	
	B
	35 million, but only in Europe



	
	C
	55 million in the United States



	
	D
	No one knows how many people perished in World War Two



	
	E
	None of the above
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The End of War







	2.
	Use the following words to fill in the blanks.












	
	perished
	emerged
	surrendered



	
	conflict
	influence
	agencies




World War Two was the biggest [image: Images] in history. Many countries were involved and many people [image: Images] in the fighting. War ended in Europe on May 7, 1945 when the German forces [image: Images] to the allies. Although peace came to the world, new tensions [image: Images] between the United States and the Soviet Union. Both wanted to be superpowers and have [image: Images] over other countries. Today the United Nations works to bring peace to many parts of the world. Many UN [image: Images] try to improve the lives of people around the world.

Research & Application







	3.
	Statistics are numbers that give information about different things. For example, in World War Two, 55 million people perished. That is a statistic of the number of people who died. Do some research to find out different statistics about World War Two.



	
	







	a)
	In the first part, gather statistics about ten different “topics”. Use the web organizer on the next page to help you.
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	b)
	In the second part, gather statistics using five to eight of the “topics” from part A for at least three different countries involved in World War Two. Use the chart on page 34 to help you organize your information.
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Web organizer
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Comparison Chart
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Crossword Puzzle!









	





	Word List



	alliances
communication
conflict
determined
emerge
expensive
famine
hoard
invade
military
	perished
propaganda
sophisticated
surrendered
tenuous
threat
turret
ultimatum
victors
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	  Across    



	2.

	The armed forces of a country




	3.

	A rotating structure onto which guns are mounted




	5.

	An expression of an intent to do harm




	8.

	To pass away; to die




	10.

	To enter and take over in hopes of getting something




	15.

	A demand that if rejected means the end of peace




	16.

	A connection based on similar ideas




	17.

	Not weak; not uncertain




	19.

	Something that is very complicated or complex






	  Down    



	1.

	The one who defeats an enemy; the winner




	4.

	To become known




	6.

	An extended struggle




	7.

	A hidden supply that may be stored




	9.

	Having a high price




	11.

	An exchange of information




	12.

	Organized spreading of certain ideas




	13.

	Having little strength




	14.

	Given over to someone else




	18.

	An extreme shortage of food
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Word Search

Find all of the words in the Word Search. Words are written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and some are even written backwards.
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	agreement

	communication

	neutral

	support




	alliances

	estimated

	promote

	surrendered




	aviator

	globally

	scarce

	tenuous




	avoid

	looting

	sophisticated

	turret




	borders

	military

	starvation

	ultimatum




	casualties

	mounted

	superiority

	victors
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Comprehension Quiz








	1.
	Circle the word TRUE if the statement is TRUE or Circle the word FALSE if it is FALSE.	
	[image: Images]














	
	T
	F
	a)
	World War Two is one of the most important events in world history.
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	T
	F
	b)
	World War Two lasted for eight years.
	



	
	T
	F
	c)
	Many people died in fighting; many people also died from disease.
	



	
	T
	F
	d)
	The Treaty of Versailles allowed people to live in peace.
	



	
	T
	F
	e)
	Adolf Hitler became the leader of Germany in 1933.
	



	
	T
	F
	f)
	Blitzkrieg means lightening warfare.
	



	
	T
	F
	g)
	The U.S. joined World War Two at the Battle of Pearl Harbor.
	



	
	T
	F
	h)
	World War Two was not the biggest war in history.
	










	2.
	Fill in the blanks with the words in the list. There will be six words left over.














	
	reserves
	influence
	transportation
	blamed
	[image: Images]



	
	promote
	perished
	economic depression
	tension




	
	sophisticated
	Pearl Harbor
	propaganda
	fatigue




	
	Normandy
	alliances
	aviators
	invaded





World War Two began when Germany [image: Images] Poland. After World War One the Treaty of Versailles was meant to [image: Images] peace but it was never enforced fully. Since Germany was [image: Images] for World War One, many people in Germany were angry. Germany wanted revenge. The [image: Images] was another factor that led to war. Many people were poor and were desperate for help. The rise of both nationalism and militarism led to [image: Images] in Europe. Countries formed [image: Images]. One side was the Axis and the other was the Allies. Adolf Hitler became leader of Germany. He used [image: Images] to get people to agree with him. He told Germans that other people were to be blamed for their problems. Hitler invaded Austria and Czechoslovakia; other countries did not stop him. When Hitler invaded Poland, the allies responded and World War Two started. The United States became involved when the Japanese military attacked [image: Images] from off the coast of Hawaii. The U.S. then defeated the Japanese at the Battle of Midway. By 1943, the Axis powers were showing signs of [image: Images]. By 1945, World War Two ended. The allies were victorious. New tensions developed between the United States and the Soviet Union. Both countries wanted to be superpowers and have [image: Images] over others.

SUBTOTAL:     /18
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Comprehension Quiz

Answer the questions in complete sentences.








	3.

	Give three reasons why World War Two started.

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	4.

	Choose one of the battles discussed in this unit (Battle of Pearl Harbor, Battle of Midway, Battle of Normandy). Describe what happened in that battle.
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	5.

	How did weapons become more sophisticated in World War Two? Use two different weapons in your response.
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	6.

	What is a “superpower”?

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	7.

	Describe the United Nations.

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 











	 
	 



	
	SUBTOTAL:     /12





 









	
    1.    

a) military



b) invaded



c) borders



d) disease



e) globally



f) scarce



g) estimated



h) hoard



i) looting



j) starvation



k) impacted



l) expensive



    2.    

Answers will vary



 7 





Answers will vary


	
    1.    

a) TRUE



b) FALSE



c) FALSE



d) TRUE



e) TRUE



f) TRUE



g) TRUE



h) FALSE



    2.    

a) invaded



b) impacted



c) borders



d) expensive



e) disease f) starvation



g) hoard



h) military


	
    4.    

Yes – it involved over 200 countries



    5.    

Families of soldiers, lack of money, survival, facing starvation, shortages, etc.



    6.    

People hoard things when they are afraid there won’t be any left



    7.    

Accept any reasonable answer



    8.    

Answers will vary



    9.    

Answers will vary


	
    1.    

a) tension



b) enforced



c) Treaty of Versailles



d) blamed



e) determined



f) promote



g) factor



h) agreement



i) economic depression



j) tenuous



k) alliances



    2.    

Answers will vary



    3.    

Answers will vary


	
    1.    

Answers will vary



    2.    

Answers will vary



 12 



    3.    

Answers will vary
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    1.    

 

a) C



b) D



c) B



d) E



e) C



f) C

 





	 8 

	 9 

	 10 

	 11 

	 13 

	 14 
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    2.    

a) tension



b) blamed



c) promote



d) tenuous



e) factor



f) determined



    3.    

Answers will vary



    4.    

Answers will vary


	
    1.    

a) gypsies



b) uniform



c) recover



d) tactic



e) support



f) ultimatum



g) declare



h) avoid



i) propaganda

    2.    

Possible answer: Acquiesce – when you feel scared, when it isn’t worth fighting for something


	
Accept any reasonable answer

 18 



    1.    

a) 12



b) 6



c) 5



d) 10



e) 8



f) 3



g) 7



h) 2



i) 4



j) 9



k) 1



l) 11




	
    2.    

Lightening warfare; rapid firing of guns and weapons



    3.    

People needed to have hope in something; they believed he would help them out of the economic depression



    4.    

Answers will vary



    5.    

Answers will vary



 20 



    1.    

a) seaborne



b) base



c) aircraft carrier



d) casualties



e) aviator



f) neutral



g) surrendered



    2.    

Answers will vary


	
    1.    

a) TRUE



b) FALSE



c) FALSE



d) TRUE



e) TRUE



f) TRUE



g) TRUE



h) FALSE



    2.    

Battle of Midway



    3.    

Battle of Pearl Harbor


	 
    4.    

a) neutral



b) aviator



c) aircraft carrier



d) casualties



e) seaborne



f) surrendered



g) base



    5.    

Answers will vary



    6.    

Answers will vary





	 15 

	 16 

	 19 

	 21 

	 23 

	 24 

















	
    1.    

a) improve



b) victors



c) submarine



d) superiority



e) turret



f) sophisticated



g) communication



h) mounted



    2.    

Answers will vary


	
Answers will vary

 26 



    1.    



  1.  D 



  2.  B 



  3.  H 



  4.  E 



  5.  F 



  6.  J 



  7.  A 



  8.  C 



  9.  I 



10.  G 


	
    2.    



U-Boats could attack from far away.



    3.    

Tanks had radios installed, communication was increased and they were larger.



    4.    

Bombers were used to attack targets on the ground; fighter aircraft could attack other planes while in the air.



    5.    

Accept any verifiable answers



    6.    

Answers will vary


	
  1.  

a) agencies



b) fatigue



c) perish



d) famine



e) threat



f) influence



g) transportation



h) emerge



i) surrender



j) reserves



k) conflict



l) rebuild



    2.    

Answers will vary

 29 



Answers will vary


	
    1.    



a) C



b) D



c) B



d) D



e) C



f) A
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    2.    

a) conflict

b) perished

c) surrendered

d) emerged

e) influence

f) agencies

    3.    

Answers will vary

 32 



Across:

  2. military

  3. turret

  5. threat

  8. perished

10. invade

15. ultimatum

16. alliances

17. determined

19. sophisticated

Down:

  1. victors

  4. emerge

  6. conflict

  7. hoard

  9. expensive

11. communication

12. propaganda

13. tenuous

14. surrendered

18. famine
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Word Search Answers
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    1.    

a)  T 



b)  F 



c)  T 



d)  F 



e)  T 



f)  T 



g)  T 



h)  F 

    2.    

a) invaded



b) promote c) blamed



d) economic
   depression



e) tension f) alliances



g) propaganda



h) Pearl Harbor



i) fatigue



j) influence




	
    3.    

Possible answers: The Treaty of Versailles failed; Germany was blamed and therefore Germany was angry; economic depression; people were desperate for help; German invasion of Poland after having taken over Austria and Czechoslovakia



    4.    

Answers will vary



    5.    

Answers will vary



    6.    

A nation that has a great deal of influence over other nations



    7.    

The UN replaced the League of Nations; has 192 member countries; tries to promote peace; has many different agencies that work with governments to improve peoples’ lives all over the world
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