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	Student’s Name: ___________

	Assignment: ________

	Level: ________














	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Understanding Concepts

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the concepts. Requires teacher intervention.

	Demonstrates a basic understanding of the concepts.

	Demonstrates a good understanding of the concepts.

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the concepts.




	Response to the Text

	Expresses responses to the text with limited effectiveness, inconsistently supported by proof from the text

	Expresses responses to the text with some effectiveness, supported by some proof from the text

	Expresses responses to the text with appropriate skills, supported with appropriate proof

	Expresses thorough and complete responses to the text, supported by concise and effective proof from the text




	Application of Own Interests

	Interprets and applies various concepts in the text with few, unrelated details and incorrect analysis

	Interprets and applies various concepts in the text with some detail, but with some incorrect analysis

	Interprets and applies various concepts in the text with appropriate detail and analysis

	Effectively interprets and applies various concepts in the text with concise, clear and effective detail and analysis







	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.







	Introduction

	[image: Images]




	This resource provides ready-to-use information and activities for remedial students in grades five to eight. Written to grade and using simplified language and vocabulary, geography concepts are presented in a way that makes them more accessible to students and easier to understand. Comprised of reading passages, student activities and overhead transparencies, our resource can be used effectively for whole-class, small group and independent work.





How Is Our Resource Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Reading passages and activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of our resource. The reading passages present important grade-appropriate information and concepts related to the topic. Included in each passage are one or more embedded questions that ensure students are actually reading and understanding the content.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapters are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension of the concepts presented in the reading passage and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the reading passage through creative and evaluative shortanswer questions, research, and extension activities.

The Assessment Rubric (page 4) is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to many of the activities in our resource. The Comprehension Quiz (page 31) can be used for either a follow-up review or assessment at the completion of the unit.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
• Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handout
• Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
• Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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Bloom’s Taxonomy

Our resource is an effective tool for any GEOGRAPHY PROGRAM.







	
Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in our resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension and understanding of important geography concepts. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, and using language at a remedial level, information and questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but move beyond this to understand the text and concepts through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of application, analysis, synthesis and evaluation, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, attaining a greater understanding of concepts, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

Our resource, therefore, is an effective tool for any Geography program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, our resource provides teachers with essential information and questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest, creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.
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BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:
6 LEVELS OF THINKING

*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.






Vocabulary



• hemisphere • sphere • prime meridian • connect • latitude • longitude • climate • equator • absolute • exact • relative • location • links • continent • northerly • tropical • extremes • moderate • feature • river • nation • place • route • transportation • surround • mountain • coast • interaction • dependent • independent • unique • physical • characteristic • wildlife • vegetation • region • exploration • population • environment • positive • negative • pollution • disease • extinction • tornado • highway • forestry • reforestation • industry • exhaust • vehicles • scientists • maintain • responsible • factories • resources • habitats • responsible • global • warming • produce • overcrowded • products • electricity • communication • broadcast • appliances • movement • automobiles • motorcycle • gasoline • electronics • space shuttle • devices • ancestors • region • drought • tundra • barren • grasslands • prairies • crops • wheat • peninsula • humid • tourists • ruins • ancient • civilization • pyramids • rainforest • desert • Everglades
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North America – Location










	1.
	Using a straight line, match the word on the left to its definition on the right. You may use an atlas or a dictionary to help.













	 1 
	hemisphere

	
	Lines we have drawn on a map to find the location of a place north or south of the equator.
	 A 



	 2 
	latitude

	
	A word that is used to describe the usual temperature, the rain or snowfall, and the winds found in a certain place.
	 B 



	 3 
	longitude

	
	One of the two shapes made by cutting a sphere in half.
	 C 



	 4 
	climate

	
	Lines we have drawn on a map to find the location of a place east or west of the prime meridian.
	 D 



	 5 
	equator

	
	An imaginary line running around the middle of the Earth in an east-west direction. It is half way between the North and South poles.
	 E 












	2.
	On the map, show the equator as a red line. Color the lines of latitude yellow, and the lines of longitude green.
	[image: Images]













	[image: Images]
	[image: Images]




North America – Location
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When we talk about a place’s location, we can describe it in two different ways. A place’s absolute location tells exactly where it is. When we describe a place’s relative location, we describe the things around it and the things that connect it to other places.

We can easily describe the absolute location of a city like San Francisco. We do this by using latitude and longitude. San Francisco has an exact location of 37° N latitude and 122° W longitude. This makes it very easy to find on a map. However, while this works well for cities, it does not work as well for a continent like North America. Because North America is so large, it is easier to describe its location by looking at features and places around it.

North America’s relative location is in the Western Hemisphere, north of the Equator. North America is east of Europe, west of Asia, and north of South America. Several oceans surround North America. To the north lies the Arctic Ocean, the Pacific Ocean to the west, and the Atlantic Ocean to the east. These oceans provide links between North America and the other continents.
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	What is North America’s relative location?



	




	




	




	







North America’s location gives it many different climates. In its most northerly point, in the Canadian territory of Nunavut, the temperatures rarely go above 32° F (0° C). In its most southerly point, in the country of Panama, the climate is that of a tropical rainforest! And in between these two extremes, a wide variety of different climates can be found.
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North America – Location













	1.
	
Circle  T  if the statement is true or  F  if it is false.

	

	T = True
F = False





	
	T
	
	F
	a)
	North America is in the eastern hemisphere.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	b) 
	A place’s location can be described by its absolute location only.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	c) 
	Latitude and longitude help us to find relative location.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	d) 
	The oceans around North America help create links to other parts of the Earth.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	e) 
	Because it is so large, it is best to describe North America’s relative location when trying to figure out where it is.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	f) 
	Because it is so large, North America has many different climates.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	g) 
	The southern part of North America is very cold.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	h) 
	We can find a tropical rainforest in Panama.
	












	2.
	Fill in each the blank with a word from the list.













	 location
	climate
	absolute
	latitude
	Equator



	  longitude
	relative
	hemisphere
	two
	continent




When we describe a place’s [image: Images] we can describe it in [image: Images] different ways. A place’s [image: Images] location describes where it is by using the things around it. When we describe a place’s [image: Images] location, we use [image: Images] and [image: Images] to describe where it can be found. It is easier to use relative location when describing where we can find a [image: Images] because it is so large. North America is found in the Western [image: Images]. It is north of the [image: Images]. The [image: Images] of North America is very cold in the north, more moderate in the middle, and very hot in the south.
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North America – Location


Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	3.
	Why is it easier to give a city’s absolute location than a continent’s absolute location?




	
	




	4.
	Which major bodies of water surround North America?




	
	







  Research & Applications  







	5.
	Many atlases list the exact locations of the world’s major cities using latitude and longitude. Using an atlas, find the exact location of the following North American cities. Also list the country in which we find each city. Use a chart like this to help you organize the information you find.












	
	City Name

	Exact Location

	Country




	
	New York City

	40° N        75° W

	U.S.A.

















	
	Here are the cities to find:



	
	a) Los Angeles
	
	b) Toronto
	
	c) Mexico City
	
	d) Panama City



	
	d) Managua
	
	e) Port-au-Prince
	
	f) Nassau
	
	g) Kingston



	
	h) Houston
	
	i) Calgary











	6.
	Using your map of North America, list these countries from most northerly to most southerly.













	Panama
	United States of America
	Costa Rica
	Canada



	Mexico
	Nicaragua
	Belize
	Cuba
	El Salvador










	7.
	Think about the location of your school. What is its number, its street, its city, and its state? What things do you find around it?



	
	Describe your school in two ways. Give its exact location. Give its relative location. How are these two descriptions the same? How are they different? Share your descriptions with a friend.
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North America – Place







	1.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list. Use a dictionary to help you.














	river
	nation
	continent
	route
	transportation
	coast











	
	a)
	A                                is one of the seven large land masses in the world, each characterized by unique features and human interactions.



	
	b)
	Trading goods between countries, and traveling by land, sea, or air, are all dependent upon different forms of                                .



	
	c)
	Another word for an independent country and its people is                                .



	
	d)
	A long, moving body of water, with banks on either side, which flows into another larger body of water, such as an ocean or a lake, is called a                                .



	
	e)
	A                                is the place where a large body of water, such as an ocean or a sea, meets land. It is sometimes called the seashore.



	
	f)
	A                                is the path taken from one place to another, whether on land, in the air, or on the water.










	2.
	Label the diagram using the words in the list.













	 river
	mountain
	city
	plain
	coast
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North America – Place

[image: Images]

When we describe place, we look at those things that make a place unique. Sometimes we tell about the physical characteristics of a place, such as mountain ranges or valleys. Sometimes we describe the wildlife or vegetation of a place, while at other times we might identify where and why people live in a certain place.

North America is the world’s third largest continent. It is a place made up of three very large nations, The United States, Canada, and Mexico, and several smaller countries found in the Caribbean and Central America. It has many unique physical characteristics.

The western part of North America is characterized by the Rocky Mountains. They are young mountains, and are tall, sharp, and snow-capped. The eastern part of the continent has the Appalachian mountain range. These mountains are old, rounded, and tree-covered. Between them, flat and wide, are the Great Plains and prairies.

There are many great rivers in North America. The Mississippi and the Missouri flow through the Great Plains into the Gulf of Mexico. The Mackenzie flows into the Arctic Ocean. The St. Lawrence flows from the Great Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean. They were all once important routes for exploration, but now serve as important passages for travel and shipping.








	[image: img]

	What are some of North America’s major physical characteristics?



	




	




	







While most people in North America live in towns and cities, people can be found living in almost every region. Many people live along the eastern and western coasts and along the great rivers. Large North American cities, such as New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco, New Orleans, Chicago, Toronto, and Montreal, are located beside rivers, lakes, or oceans because they need water for transportation.









	[image: Images]
	[image: Images]




North America – Place













	1.
	
Circle  T  if the statement is true or  F  if it is false.
	
		T = True
F = False





	
	T
	
	F
	a)
	North America is the largest continent in the world.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	b) 
	A place may be described by its physical and human characteristics.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	c) 
	The great rivers of North America, such as the Mississippi and the St. Lawrence, have been important to people, both in the past and in the present, as routes for exploration, travel, and transportation.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	d) 
	Many large North American cities were established in their locations because they were close to large bodies of water necessary for transportation.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	e) 
	There are four Great Lakes
	















	2.
	Put a check mark ([image: Images]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	People can be found living throughout North America, but especially near which geographic feature?



	 
	 
	[image: img]
	A
	mountain ranges
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	B
	icy cold climates
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	C
	The Great Plains
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	D
	large bodies of water, such as oceans, lakes, and rivers



	 
	b)
	The Rocky Mountains are relatively young mountains, and are tall, sharp, and snow-capped. The Appalachian Mountains are much older, and have been worn down by the passage of time. What are the features of the Appalachian Mountains?
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	A
	wide and flat
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	B
	still tall, yet rounded and tree-covered
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	C
	covered by jungle



	 
	 
	[image: img]
	D
	long, with banks on both sides



	 
	c)
	Which area of North America has the largest collection of fresh water lakes in the world?
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	A
	The Great Plains
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	B
	the arctic
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	C
	The Great Lakes
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	D
	hot and humid jungles












	[image: Images]
	[image: Images]




North America – Place








	
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	3.
	Why did many of North America’s largest cities develop on large bodies of water?



	
	




	
	




	4.
	Which major bodies of water surround North America?



	
	




	
	








Research







	5.
	When we learn about place, we are trying to decide which characteristics show how one place is unique from others. One thing that makes a place unique is the wildlife we find in that place. Conduct some research to find out which animals are unique to North America. Try to find ten special animals. Collect your findings in a chart like the one below.











	
	Animal Species Name

	Where it lives in North America
(i.e., mountains, swamp, forest, desert, etc.)




	
	        

	        













	6.
	Another unique feature of a place is the language, or languages, spoken there. Research the languages spoken in five North American countries. Record your findings in a chart like the one below.











	
	Country Name

	Languages Spoken
(i.e., official language(s), and others spoken)




	
	  United States

	




	
	  Canada

	











	7.
	Learn more about the Mississippi River by conducting some simple research. Where does the Mississippi River begin? How long is it? Which states does it pass through? Into which large body of water does it flow? Which famous city is located at the Mississippi delta, near the mouth of the river? Record your findings on a separate piece of paper.
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Human & Environmental Interactions







	1.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list. Use a dictionary to help you.













	population
	environment
	positive
	interaction
	negative











	
	a)
	The word                                describes all that surrounds us: the living things around us, the climate, the air we breathe, the water we drink, and the land we live on.



	
	b)
	The way one thing acts on another is called an                                .



	
	c)
	                               means something that is good, helpful, or constructive.



	
	d)
	                               means something that is bad, unhelpful, or destructive.



	
	e)
	The people who live in a place are described as that place’s                                .











	2.
	Read and evaluate the list below, and complete the following activity.













	
	a)
	If an item is caused or created by humans, circle it in red.



	
	b)
	If an item is a natural event, circle it in blue.



	
	c)
	If an item is caused by both humans and nature, circle it in both colors.


	
	a forest fire
	air pollution
	a flood
	a disease



	
	a highway
	a park
	extinction
	a tornado



	
	d)
	Which items had both red and blue circles? List them.



	
	




	
	e)
	How could a forest fire be both a natural event or something caused by humans?
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Human & Environmental Interactions


[image: Images]

Everyday, the things that people do affect their environment. We drive to work on roads that cross lands that were once forests. We build new houses on land that was once farmland. We burn fuels that can damage our air and health. Learning about these issues is known as the study of human/environment interactions.

In North America, the population is increasing. We have a greater need for natural resources and space. We must make many careful decisions to balance the needs of humans, animals, and the environment. For example, everyone knows that trees give us shade, beautify our gardens, and clean our air. Trees also provide us with wood for building things and paper for writing. In the North American forestry industry, each tree that is cut down for our use is usually replaced with a sapling, a new baby tree. This is called reforestation, and it allows us to maintain our environment. This human/environment interaction is a positive one.

Unfortunately, some interactions are negative. We now live in a period of global warming. The Earth’s temperature is rising, and many scientists feel that we are responsible. They believe that exhaust from our cars and other vehicles, as well as pollution from factories, has changed our environment and caused the temperatures to rise. How has this affected our environment? One example has to do with polar bears. The ice that the polar bears live and hunt on is melting, and they must now swim great distances between pieces of ice that can support them. The result is that many polar bears are drowning. One day, polar bears may become extinct because of our actions.
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	Why is global warming a negative human/environment interaction?
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Human & Environmental Interactions










	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: Images]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	Why are new trees planted when older trees are cut down for our use?
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	A
	many trees die from this



	 
	 
	[image: img]
	B
	to maintain our environment



	 
	 
	[image: img]
	C
	to have more trees to cut down



	 
	 
	[image: img]
	D
	to build houses



	 
	b)
	In North America, what is one reason why we need more space and natural resources?



	 
	 
	[image: img]
	A
	wild animals have entered our communities



	 
	 
	[image: img]
	B
	fewer people live here now



	 
	 
	[image: img]
	C
	the pipeline is dry
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	D
	the population is growing



	 
	c)
	Why is global warming a threat to polar bears?
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	A
	the water is freezing
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	B
	the seals have become extinct
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	C
	the ice is melting, and some polar bears are drowning
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	D
	the polar bears get too hot



	 
	d)
	What are two ways we have changed our environment?
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	A
	What are two ways we have changed our environment?
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	B
	trees are cut down and we run out of fruit



	 
	 
	[image: img]
	C
	whales are found in aquariums
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	D
	our cities are shrinking, and people are moving elsewhere
















	2.
	
Circle  T  if the statement is true or  F  if it is false.
	
		T = True
 F = False





	
	T
	
	F
	a)
	Global warming has helped improve the environment.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	b) 
	The population in North America is growing.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	c) 
	As the population grows, there is a greater need for natural resources.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	d) 
	Trees help clean our air.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	e) 
	The lives and habitats of animals can be harmed if we make bad decisions.
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Human & Environmental Interactions








	
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	3.
	Why do many scientists believe that humans are responsible for global warming?



	 
	




	 
	




	4.
	Why might polar bears become extinct one day?



	 
	




	 
	










Extensions & Applications







	5.
	Imagine that you have been given the job of deciding whether or not a situation is either a positive or a negative human/environment interaction. Your final conclusion will be final.



	
	Here is a situation to consider: A construction company wants to build some new homes for some needy families. They have chosen a piece of land that belongs to a farm that produces many kinds of fruits and vegetables for a neighboring town. Several trees will also have to be cut down to make way for the homes. The needy families are living in an overcrowded apartment building right now.



	
	Copy the t-chart onto a separate piece of paper to help organize your thoughts.











	
	Positive Points

	Negative Points




	
	     

	     












	
	What have you decided to do? Circle your decision below.



	
	I think this is a positive human/
environment interaction
	I think this is a negative human/
environment interaction



	
	Explain your thoughts in a few complete sentences.



	
	




	
	




	
	Compare your decision with a classmate’s. Discuss your decisions.
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North America – Movement










	1.
	Using a straight line, match the word on the left to its definition on the right. You may use an atlas or a dictionary to help.













	 1 
	products

	
	The word used to describe how humans move themselves and other items from place to place. It includes the vehicles we use and the things they travel on (air, water, roads, etc.).
	 A 



	 2 
	electricity

	
	The way a television station or a radio station sends out its program.
	 B 



	 3 
	transportation

	
	A form of energy used to power our homes and our appliances. It can give us a dangerous shock.
	 C 



	 4 
	highway

	
	Something grown or made for our use.
	 D 



	 5 
	communication

	
	A wide road with many lanes of high speed traffic and few stoplights.
	 E 



	 6 
	broadcast

	
	The sharing of ideas through many different ways, such as through speech, printed words, signals, sign language, and images.
	 F 












	2.
	List at least two things that are moved in the following ways. If you are having some difficulty, list things that move in these ways.




	
	a) 
	By road:




	
	b)
	By sea or water:




	
	c)
	By air:




	
	d)
	By electronics:
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North America – Movement

[image: Images]When we study movement in geography, we look at how people, ideas, and products move from place to place. People travel on land, in the air, and by sea. Ideas are communicated by telephone or the Internet. The products we need in our daily lives, such as food, clothing, gas, and electricity, all must be moved to the places in which we live.

In North America, people move in a variety of ways. Transportation is the word we use to describe this movement. People travel by planes, automobiles, trains, or by ship. Roads and highways are everywhere, and are used by bicycles, cars, motorcycles, buses, and trucks each day. The school bus that you ride each day helps you move from place to place.

The products that we use daily, such as food, furniture, electronics, and oil and gasoline, are transported throughout North America in many of these same ways. Many of these items are brought from other parts of the world too, linking continents and peoples. Even the electricity that powers our homes moves through long power lines from place to place!

Communication also plays an important part in movement. Our ideas are carried from place to place in many ways. People listen to the radio, watch television, surf the Internet, write and mail letters, talk on cell phones and telephones, or even visit the local coffee shop to chat and share their ideas with friends. Did you know that the news programs you watch on television may have been broadcast from a different city in North America, and may show images from another country or continent, or even from the space shuttle in outer space!








	[image: imgages]

	How are ideas moved from place to place?
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North America – Movement








	1.
	Write each word beside its meaning.













	products
	electricity
	broadcast
	movement



	highways
	transportation
	Internet
	communication











	 
	a)
	A way of finding information from a variety of websites, or for communicating ideas from one person to another, using a computer



	 
	b)
	A paved roadway, usually with several lanes and a higher rate of speed than on regular roads



	 
	c)
	Things that people make for use at home, work, or school



	 
	d)
	A word used to describe the passing of information or ideas from one person to another, or to a group, using devices such as radios, television, a telephone, or the Internet, or simply through a discussion



	 
	e)
	A form of energy that powers our lights, computers, and many other things



	 
	f)
	To send out a signal from one place, such as a TV studio, to another, such as the TV in your home



	 
	g)
	A word that describes the movement of people and goods from one place to another



	 
	h)
	A word in geography that describes how products, people, resources, and ideas are moved from place to place


















	2.
	
Circle  T  if the statement is true or  F  if it is false.
	
	




	T = True
 F = False





	
	T
	
	F
	a)
	Movement only describes how people move from place to place.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	b) 
	People travel in many different ways each day, such as by car on the highway, by ship, by train, by bicycle, or by school bus.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	c) 
	The products we use each and every day do not need to be moved very far to reach our homes.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	d) 
	Communication devices, such as the Internet, radios, or televisions, help carry our ideas across North America and the world.
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North America – Movement








	
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.




	3.
	In what different ways do people communicate their ideas?




	
	




	
	




	4.
	 The Internet is one way of communicating ideas. How have you used the Internet in school?




	
	




	
	










Research and Extensions








	5.
	How do the many kinds of transportation compare to one another? Find interesting facts about each kind of transportation. Record them on the fishbone on the next page. Each “bone” should be used for each kind of transportation. Use the library to help you collect your facts.



	
	When collecting your facts, think of these points:



	
	a)
	What does the vehicle look like? How and where does the vehicle move? How fast can the vehicle travel? Where does this vehicle end its journey? (i.e., an airplane lands at an airport)



	
	b)
	List the many kinds of things that are carried on the vehicle. Can it carry people? If yes, how do people use them?



	6.
	Choose your favorite form of transportation. Design a poster that includes your own drawings or pictures cut out of magazines. Include all of the facts you found while conducting your research. Be sure to include one large drawing of your vehicle and label its parts!



	7.
	While your family may have lived in your current home for a number of years, your extended family and ancestors probably came from a variety of different places, in a variety of different ways. Interview your parents to find out where your family originated, how and when they moved about, and how your immediate family came to live in your present home. Record your findings and share them with your class.
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Fishbone


[image: images]
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North America – Regions










	1.
	Using a straight line, match the word on the left to its definition on the right. You may use an atlas or a dictionary to help.













	 1 
	region
	
	A period of little or no rain. Many crops may die, and people and animals suffer greatly.
	 A 



	 2 
	feature
	
	Something unique about a person, place, or thing.
	 B 



	 3 
	vegetation
	
	The words people use to communicate with one another, in both speech and writing.
	 C 



	 4 
	language
	
	An area of land with its own unique characteristics.
	 D 



	 5 
	drought
	
	The plants that grow in a particular place.
	 E 



	 6 
	physical characteristics
	
	The features of a place that help us recognize and describe it. They may include mountains, valleys, plains, forests, deserts, or bodies of water.
	 F 












	2.
	Think about your home. What makes it unique? How is it different from the homes of your relatives or friends? How are they the same? Compare your home to others using a Venn diagram like the one here.



	 



	
	Share the unique features with your class.
	[image: images]
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North America – Regions

[image: Images]When we describe a region, an area on the face of the Earth, we tell about those features that make it unique. One way that we can describe a region is through its physical characteristics, such as mountain ranges or vegetation. Another way to describe a region is by language, or by looking at where, how, and why people live in a certain area. A region can be either small or large, and can be studied over time to see how it changes. North America has a wide variety of regions.

In the most northerly areas of Canada and Alaska, we find a region known as the tundra. The tundra is a cold, bare area, where trees cannot grow. In this barren region, only certain small plants can survive. Very few people live in this region when compared to those to the south, and yet the Inuit people have survived in this area for centuries.

Another region in North America is The Great Plains, a large area made up of smaller regions, such as The Corn Belt. It can be described as a large, relatively flat region covered by grasslands, or prairies. This region stretches from southwestern Canada through the central United States, and contains such cities as Kansas City and Des Moines. It is an ideal place for growing a variety of crops, such as wheat, corn, and other grains. However, when there is drought, the area can become dry and dusty, as it did in the early twentieth century, when it was known as “The Dust Bowl”.








	[image: img]

	What characteristics make the tundra a unique region?



	




	




	






The Yucatan Peninsula in southeastern Mexico is a region where tourists flock for the humid temperatures and the warm waters of the Caribbean Sea. The region is also the site of the ruins of the ancient Mayan civilization. In the region’s tropical forests, tall stone pyramids and other structures rise in silence at the ancient city of Chichen Itza.









	[image: Images]
	[image: Images]




North America – Regions







	1.
	Fill in each the blank with a word from the list.












	change
	language
	region



	  physical characteristics
	  rainforest
	  tundra




A [image: Images] is an area on the face of the Earth described by the features that make it unique. One way to describe a region is by its [image: Images] , such as mountains or vegetation. Another way to describe a region is to look at where people live, and the [image: Images] that they speak. A region can be either small or large, and can [image: Images] over time. One region in North America, where trees cannot grow is called the [image: Images] . In Mexico, there is a region of humid [image: Images] where we can find an ancient civilization.













	2. 
	
Circle  T  if the statement is true or  F  if it is false.
	
	



	T = True
 F = False






	
	T
	
	F
	a)
	The Great Plains is a large and flat area that is good for growing corn, wheat, and other grains.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	b) 
	Many trees grow in the tundra.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	c) 
	No one lives in the tundra region.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	d) 
	The ancient Mayan city of Chichen Itza was built on the Great Plains.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	e) 
	The words grassland and prairies are other words used to describe the Great Plains.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	f) 
	One way to describe a region is to look at the language spoken there.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	g) 
	Vegetation means the animals that live in a place.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	h) 
	People go to the Yucatan Peninsula for the warm water and humid temperatures.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	i) 
	“The Dust Bowl” described a wet and damp time on the Great Plains.
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North America – Regions








	
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	3.
	How do we describe a region? What features do we use?


		


		



	4.
	What features make the Great Plains unique?


		


		







Research and Extensions







	5.
	Choose a region in North America from the list below.



	











	    Great Plains
	the tundra
	Rocky Mountains



	Yucatan Peninsula (rainforest)
	  Sonoran desert
	  Canadian Shield



	  St. Lawrence lowlands
	  the Florida Everglades











	
	Using the web organizer on the next page, collect facts about the region that you have chosen. You may add any extra areas of interest that you wish.



	
	Collect information on the following topics:




[image: Images]Physical characteristics
Vegetation
Human activities (i.e., cities, population, attractions, etc.) 
Languages spoken









	6.
	Using the information you have collected from activity 5 above, create a travel brochure for your chosen region. You might want to organize your brochure using the titles you used on the web. Include drawings and facts on each page or in each section of your brochure. Share your finished work with your class.
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Web Organizer

[image: images]
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Crossword Puzzle!









	
[image: Images]


	
	





	  Word List




	

  tundra
  population
  characteristics
  hemisphere
  continent
  relative
  coasts
  rivers
  route
  products
  absolute
  equator
  Atlantic
  western
  climate


















	  Across    



	7.

	North America is the third largest _____ in the world




	8.

	A region in the most northerly parts of Alaska and Canada




	9.

	A path taken from one place to another




	11.

	A place can be described by physical and human _____




	13.

	_____ location descibes exactly where a place is




	14.

	many people live along the ____ because they need water for transportation






	  Down    



	1.

	North America is best described by its _____ location




	2.

	North America is north of this imaginary line




	3.

	North America is found in the _____ hemisphere




	4.

	One of the shapes made by cutting a sphere in half




	5.

	Things people use at home, work and school




	6.

	The _____ in North America is growing




	10.

	The Mississippi is one of North America’s great _______




	11.

	The temperature, rain and/or snowfall found in a place




	12.

	The ____ Ocean lies to the east of North America
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Word Search

Find all of the words in the Word Search. Words may be horizontal, vertical, or diagonal. A few may even be backwards! Look carefully!.










	hemisphere

	country

	products

	continent




	location

	coast

	language

	highway




	population

	latitude

	rainforest

	region




	communication

	Equator

	absolute

	vegetation




	feature

	environment

	longitude

	relative




	tundra

	river

	climate

	characteristic




	link

	movement

	interaction
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Comprehension Quiz

Part A


	[image: Images]
















	Circle  T  if the statement is true or  F  if it is false.

		T = True
F = False


	[image: images]



	
	T
	F
	a)
	North America is in the eastern hemisphere.
	



	
	T
	F
	b) 
	Lines of latitude are used to find the location of a place north or south of the Equator.
	



	
	T
	F
	c) 
	The plants that grow in a place are called vegetation.
	



	
	T
	F
	d) 
	The Great Plains is a cold and mountainous region.
	



	
	T
	F
	e) 
	The Equator is an imaginary line that runs from the North Pole to the South Pole.
	



	
	T
	F
	f) 
	A rainforest has a dry, dusty climate.
	



	
	T
	F
	g) 
	Latitude and longitude are used to find a place’s absolute location.
	



	
	T
	F
	h) 
	Oceans provide links between the continents.
	









	
Part B
	












	Label the map by doing the following:
	[image: images]
	[image: images]



	






	1.
	Show the following features on the map by writing the letter on the map in the correct location.







	






	
	
a) North America

b) Atlantic Ocean

c) Pacific Ocean

d) Arctic Ocean

e) South America








	2.  Color the Equator red.









	
	SUBTOTAL:  /14
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Comprehension Quiz

Part C

Answer the questions in complete sentences.








	1.

	What is the difference between absolute location and relative location? Give examples when answering.

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	2.

	How do we describe place? Give examples when answering.

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	3.

	Describe what is meant by human and environment interactions. Give examples when answering.

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	4.

	What do we mean by movement in geography? Give examples when answering.

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	5.

	What is a region? How can we describe one? Give examples when answering.

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 











	
	SUBTOTAL:  /16















	
   1.    

 1   C 

 

 2   A 

 

 3   D 

 

 4   B 

 

 5   E 

 

   2.    

[image: Images]

Latitude are the horizontal grid lines, Longitude are the vertical grid lines.
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western hemisphere, north of the equator, etc.


	
   1.    

 

a)  F 

b)  F 

 

c)  F 

d)  T 

 

e)  T 

 

f)  T 

 

g)  F 

h)  T 

 

   2.    

a) location

b) two

c) relative

d) absolute

e) latitude

f) longtitude

g) continent

h) hemisphere

i) Equator

j) climate

 


	
   3.   

Answers will vary (i.e. It is smaller than a continent...)

 

   4.   

Arctic Ocean,
Atlantic Ocean,
Pacific Ocean

 

   5.   

(Answers do not include minutes)

a) 34°N 118°W

b) 43°N 70°W

c) 19°N 99°W

d) 8°N 79°W

e) 12°N 86°W

f) 18°N 72°W

g) 25°N 77°W

h) 18°N 76°W

i) 29°N 95°W

 

   6.   

Canada; United States; Mexico; Cuba; Belize; El Salvador; Nicaragua; Costa Rica; Panama

 

   7.   

Answers will vary


	
   1.   

a)  continent

 

b)  transportation

 

c)  nation

 

d)  river

 

e)  coast

 

f)  route

 

   2.   

Labels must correctly match the features

 

 11 



 

 

Possible answers:
mountains
plains
rivers
towns
cities


	
   1.   

a)  F 

b)  T 

 

c)  T 

 

 

d)  T 

 

e)  F 

 

   2.   

a) [image: Images] D

 

 

b) [image: Images] B

 

 

c) [image: Images] C


	
[image: Images]

   3.   

Because of their need for water for transportation

 

   4.   

Arctic Ocean,
Atlantic Ocean,
Pacific Ocean

 

   5.   

Answers will vary

 

   6.   

Answers will vary

 

   7.   

Begins in Minnesota; Approx. 3,740 miles long; Borders on, and flows through Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois, Missouri, Arkansas, Tennessee, Kentucky, Mississippi, Louisiana; Flows into Gulf of Mexico; New Orleans located at Mississippi delta





	 8 

	 9 

	 10 

	 12 

	 13 

	 14 

















	
 [image: Images]

   1.   

a) environment

 

b) interaction

 

c) positive

 

d) negative

 

e) population

 

   2.   

Accept any reasonable answers

 15 



 

Possible answers: Temperature is rising, ice caps are melting, polar bears are drowning, etc.


	
   1.   

a) [image: Images] B

 

 

b) [image: Images] D

 

 

c) [image: Images] C

 

 

d) [image: Images] A

 

 

   2.   

a)  F 

b)  T 

c)  T 

 

d)  T 

e)  T 


	
   3.   

Pollution from cars and factories is causing the earth’s temperature to rise

 

   4.   

Answers will vary (i.e. polar ice caps are melting; nowhere to hunt or live, etc.)

 

 

   5.   

Possible answers:
Positive – needy families will get new homes
Negative – farmland will be destroyed, less food, trees will be cut down


	
   1.   

 

 1   D 

 

 2   C 

 

 3   A 

 

 4   E 

 

 5   F 

 

 6   B 

 

 

 

   2.   

Answers will vary.

 


	
 

 

Possible answers:
radio
television
Internet
telephone
cell phone
talk
letters


	
   1.   

a) Internet

 

b) highway

 

c) products

d) communication

 

e) electricity

 

f) broadcast

 

g) transportation

 

h) movement

 


   2.   

a)  F 

b)  T 

c)  F 

d)  T 





	 16 

	 17 

	 18 

	 19 

	 20 

	 21 

















	
   3.   

Possible answers: E-mail, radio, television, Internet, telephone, cell phone, talk, letters

 

   4.   

Answers will vary

 

 

 

   5.   

Answers will vary in complexity and detail Example: Airplanes – wings, engines, fuselage, tail, doors, windows; on land, in the air; approx. 500 mph; airport; cargo, people, animals, medical supplies, soldiers, vehicles, etc.; for travel from place to place

   6.   

Answers will vary

   7.   

Answers will vary


	
   1.   

 1   D 

 

 2   B 

 

 3   E 

 

 4   C 

 

 5   A 

 

 6   F 

 

 

   2.   

Answers will vary

 


	
Possible answers:
cold
bare
no trees
barren
few people
Inuit home


	
   1.   

a) region

b) physical characteristics

 

c) language

d) change

e) tundra

f) rainforest

 

   2.   

a)  T 


b)  F 

c)  F 

d)  F 

e)  T 

f)  T 

g)  F 

h)  T 

i)  F 


	
   3.   

Possible answers: Features, physical characteristics, vegetation, language

 

   4.   

Possible answers: large region, Corn Belt, Canada to central U.S.A., crops (corn, wheat, other grains), Dust Bowl

 

 

   5.   

Answers will vary

 

 

 

 

 

   6.   

Answers will vary

 


	
[image: Images]

Across:

7.  continent

8.  tundra

9.  route

11.  characteristics

13.  absolute

14.  coasts

 

 

Down:

1.  relative

2.  equator

3.  western

4.  hemisphere

5.  products

6.  population

10.  rivers

11.  climate

12.  Atlantic




	 22 

	 24 

	 25 

	 26 

	 27 

	 29 















	
 [image: Images]

Word Search Answers

[image: Images]

 

 

 


	
 Part A 

 

a)  F 

b)  T 

 

c)  T 

d)  F 

e)  F 

 

f)  F 

g)  T 

 

h)  T 

 

 Part B 

[image: Images]


	
   Part C   

1. Possible answers: Absolute location – a place’s exact location using latitude and longitude; Relative location – a place’s location describing the features around it, and the connections it has to other places

2. Possible answers: Mountains, plains, rivers, towns, cities

3. Possible answers: How humans and the environment interact, in both positive and negative ways

4. Possible answers: How people, ideas, and products are moved from place to place (i.e. plane, train, automobile, ship, bus, bicycle, e-mail, radio, television, Internet, telephone, cell phone, talk, letters)

5. Possible answers: An area of land, either large or small, described by: Features, physical characteristics, vegetation, language




	 30 

	 31 

	 32 
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