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	Student’s Name: ___________

	Assignment: ________

	Level: ________














	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Understanding Concepts

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the concepts. Requires teacher intervention.

	Demonstrates a basic understanding of the concepts.

	Demonstrates a good understanding of the concepts.

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the concepts.




	Response to the Text

	Expresses responses to the text with limited effectiveness, inconsistently supported by proof from the text

	Expresses responses to the text with some effectiveness, supported by some proof from the text

	Expresses responses to the text with appropriate skills, supported with appropriate proof

	Expresses thorough and complete responses to the text, supported by concise and effective proof from the text




	Analysis & Application of Concepts

	Interprets and applies various concepts in the text with few, unrelated details and incorrect analysis

	Interprets and applies various concepts in the text with some detail, but with some inconsistent analysis

	Interprets and applies various concepts in the text with appropriate detail and analysis

	Effectively interprets and applies various concepts in the text with consistent, clear and effective detail and analysis







	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

This resource provides ready-to-use information and activities for remedial students in grades five to eight. Written to grade and using simplified language and vocabulary, geography concepts are presented in a way that makes them more accessible to students and easier to understand. Comprised of reading passages, student activities and overhead transparencies, our resource can be used effectively for whole-class, small group and independent work.

How Is Our Resource Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Reading passages and activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of our resource. The reading passages present important gradeappropriate information and concepts related to the topic. Included in each passage are one or more embedded questions that ensure students are actually reading and understanding the content.

For each reading passage there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities. As with the reading passages, the related activities are written using a remedial level of language.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapters are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension of the concepts presented in the reading passage and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the reading passage through creative and evaluative short-answer questions, research, and extension activities.

The Assessment Rubric (page 4) is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to many of the activities in our resource. The Comprehension Quiz (page 31) can be used for either a follow-up review or assessment at the completion of the unit.



PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
• Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handouts
• Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
• Answers for student activities







EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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Bloom’s Taxonomy

Our resource is an effective tool for any GEOGRAPHY PROGRAM..
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	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY: 6 LEVELS OF THINKING




	*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.





Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in our resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension and understanding of important geography concepts. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, and using language at a remedial level, information and questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but move beyond this to understand the text and concepts through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of application, analysis, synthesis and evaluation, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, attaining a greater understanding of concepts, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

Our resource, therefore, is an effective tool for any Geography program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, our resource provides teachers with essential information and questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest, creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.



Vocabulary


• Hemisphere • prime meridian • connect • latitude • longitude • climate • Equator • absolute • exact • relative • location • links • continent • northerly • tropical • rainforest • extremes • moderate • humid • plains • herds • wildlife • mountainous • peninsula • feature • ocean • passenger • place • route • transportation • valleys • savannah • coast • interaction • dependent • independent • unique • desert • physical • characteristic • vegetation • region • exploration • port • harbor • agriculture • grassland • endangered species • rhinoceros • trade • population • environment • positive • negative • pollution • game reserve • extinction • ancient • monument • irrigate • preserve • adapt • pollution • responsible • resources • habitats • survive • harsh • poaching • remote • forestry • mining • vehicles • industry • products • electricity • rural • urban • communication • helicopters • tourists • scattered • canal • movement • automobile • impassable • camel • temperament • ancestors • ancient • region • languages • fertile • pharaoh • giraffe • geographer • temple • Egyptian • sandstorm
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Africa – Location







	1.
	Which word matches the definition? Color the arrow that points to the correct word. You may use an atlas or a dictionary to help.













	hemisphere
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	 A 
	One of the two shapes made by cutting a sphere in half.
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	latitude



	prime meridian
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	 B 
	An imaginary line running around the middle of the Earth in an east-west direction. It is half way between the North and South Poles.
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	equator



	continent
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	 C 
	A word that is used to describe the usual temperature, the rain or snowfall, and the winds found in a certain place.
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	climate



	prime meridian
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	 D 
	An imaginary line of longitude running from the North Pole to the South Pole. It divides the world into the eastern and western hemispheres.
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	equator












	2.
	On the map, color Africa in green. Show the prime meridian as a red line. Show the equator as a purple line.
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Africa – Location
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We can describe location in two ways. If we describe the absolute location of a place, we describe exactly where it is found by looking at where lines of latitude and longitude cross. When we describe its relative location, we describe the things around it and the things that connect it to other places.

Africa is the world’s second largest continent. It is so large that parts of it are in both the eastern and western hemispheres, and both of the northern and southern hemispheres! Both the Equator and the prime meridian pass through Africa, meeting at a point just south of Ghana, in the Gulf of Guinea. Its eastern boundary is near 50°E longitude, and its western boundary is near 17°W longitude, with almost 5,000 miles between these two points! It is also approximately 5,000 miles from its most northerly point to its most southerly point. Because it is so large, it is very difficult to give its absolute location. It is easier to describe Africa’s relative location by looking at those features and places around it.

Africa is like a large island, surrounded by several large bodies of water. The Atlantic Ocean lies to the west, the Indian Ocean to the east, and the Mediterranean Sea to the north. These bodies of water provide links between Africa and the other continents. Europe is to the north, Antarctica is to the south, and Asia is to the east. Africa is linked to Asia at the Sinai Peninsula.
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	Why is Africa like an island?



	




	




	







Africa’s huge size and location gives it many different, extreme climates. In Africa we find both the Sahara Desert and the Kalahari Desert, each vast, dry, and hot. Near the Equator are huge tropical rainforests, hot, wet, and humid, and full of wildlife. There are also many areas of flat, hot plains through which herds of animals pass, and several mountainous regions throughout the continent.
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Africa – Location













	1.
	
Circle   T  if the statement is true or  F  if it is false.
	
		T = True
 F = False





	
	T
	
	F
	a)
	Africa is the world’s second largest continent.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	b) 
	The prime meridian does not pass through Africa.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	c) 
	The Atlantic Ocean lies to the east of Africa.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	d) 
	Europe is north of Africa.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	e) 
	Antarctica is to the south of Africa.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	f) 
	Africa is linked to Asia at the Panama Canal.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	g) 
	The Sahara is a rainforest in Africa.
	















	2.
	You be the teacher! Someone has matched the word on the left to the definition on the right. Are they correct? If yes, mark it correct with a check mark in the box beside each. If no, write an X in the box and correct the work by drawing an arrow to the correct definition. You may use an atlas or a dictionary to help.
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Africa – Location


Answer the questions in complete sentences.







	3.
	Why is Africa in each of the Northern, Southern, Eastern, and Western Hemispheres?




	
	




	4.
	Which major bodies of water surround Africa?




	
	







  Research and Applications  







	5.
	Using the Countries Graphic Organizer on the next page, write the names of three different countries in each box or circle. For example, looking at a map of Africa, find three countries in northern Africa and write them in the Northern Africa box. Do the same for each box or circle, for each part of the continent. Compare your organizer with a friend’s and look for differences.










	6.
	Many atlases list the exact locations of the world’s major cities using latitude and longitude. Using an atlas, find the exact location of ten African cities of your choice. Also, list the country in which we find each city and the hemisphere(s) in which it is found. Make a chart like this to help you organize the information you find. One has been done for you.












	
	City Name

	Hemisphere (give two)

	Exact Location

	Country




	
	Cairo

	northern and eastern

	30°N latitude
31°E longitude

	Egypt











	7.
	Find the Democratic Republic of Congo on a map of Africa. Using the features around it, describe its relative location.
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Countries Graphic Organizer
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Africa – Place








	1.
	Match the word on the left to its definition on the right. You may use an atlas or a dictionary to help.












	port
	
	The features of a place that help us recognize and describe it. They may include mountains, plains, forests, deserts, or bodies of water.
	 A 



	desert
	
	A flat, open area of land, mostly covered by grasses instead of trees.
	 B 



	plains
	
	A large harbor where many ships come to drop off and pick up products to be delivered across the ocean. Passenger ships also use large ports.
	 C 



	physical characteristics
	
	An area with very little rain and very little vegetation.
	 D 











	2.
	Make a list of those things that you already know about Africa using the following chart. You may also include some small illustrations if they help you express your ideas.













	
	Plants and Animals of Africa

	Countries in Africa

	The Landscape of Africa

	The People of Africa
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Africa – Place

[image: Images]Which features make Africa unique? Perhaps it is the wildlife we find there. Maybe its physical characteristics make it unique. Perhaps it is the people of Africa, and where they have chosen to live, and the languages that they speak. Each of these features helps us better understand Africa and describe it as a place.

Africa is a continent of huge contrasts. While large cities can be found throughout the continent, some people continue to maintain their tribal customs and live as they have for thousands of years, preserving a unique way of life. Many people in Africa live near coastal areas, while others prefer the savanna regions, areas of grasslands and certain kinds of agriculture.

There are many important cities on all of Africa’s ocean coasts. They developed there because they had easy access to transportation and trade with other continents. The ports of northern Africa make travel to Europe very easy. East African ports provide an easy route to Asia. The harbors of western Africa provide access to North America and western Europe. The Suez Canal in Egypt provides a short cut from the Mediterranean Sea to the Indian Ocean.








	[image: imgages]

	Why have so many cities in Africa developed along its coastal areas?



	




	




	







The physical characteristics of Africa are many. There are huge rainforests at the Equator. There are vast plains in eastern Africa. There are tall mountains, deep valleys, and huge deserts in different parts of the continent. The world’s largest desert, the Sahara, covers northern Africa like a hot, sandy blanket.
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Africa – Place










	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: Images]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	In which country would we find the Suez Canal?
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	A
	in the Sahara Desert
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	B
	in western Europe
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	C
	in South Africa
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	D
	in Egypt



	 
	b)
	East African ports provide an easy route to _____________.
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	A
	Asia and Antarctica
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	B
	North America and western Europe
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	C
	the Sahara Desert
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	D
	the Indian Ocean



	 
	c)
	What is the name of the world’s largest desert?
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	A
	Kalahari
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	B
	Sonora
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	C
	Gobi
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	D
	Sahara













	2.
	Read each of the examples below, and write a sentence describing how it helps preserve our environment.



	 
	a)
	Circle those things that geographers use to describe place.













	
	automobiles
	ships
	languages spoken
	wildlife



	
	where people live
	mountains
	physical characteristics
	valleys












	
	b)
	Using the words that you have circled, write a short paragraph describing what is meant by the word place. You may look back at the reading for ideas as well.
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Africa – Place








	
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	3.
	Why do many of Africa’s important cities develop on Africa’s ocean coasts?



	
	




	4.
	Why is Africa a continent of huge contrasts?



	
	









Research







	5.
	Find out more about the Masai people of eastern Africa by conducting some simple research. Collect facts on their ways of life and complete a chart like the one below. Then, present your facts in a short brochure or on a poster. Illustrate your work.













	
	a) Where do the Masai live?

	b) What language is spoken by the Masai?

	c) Clothing? Food?

	d) What are some Masai customs?




	
	        

	        

	        

	        













	6.
	Many of Africa’s animals are endangered species. Research some of the endangered species of Africa, by finding how endangered it is and why, and its habitat. One has been started for you.












	
	  Animal Species Name

	  How endangered is it?

	  Its habitat




	
	  black rhinoceros

	        

	        




	
	        

	        

	        











	7.
	Many different languages are spoken in Africa, many within a single country! Find ten examples of different languages spoken, and name the country in which they are spoken. Complete a chart like the one below.











	
	  Language

	  Spoken in which countries?
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Human/Environment Interactions







	1.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list. Use a dictionary to help you.


 
 





	
	environment
	monument
	interaction
	game reserve








 

               

 



	
	a)
	_____________ is a protected area where animals can live free from the threat of hunters and poachers.



	
	b)
	A _______________ is something created by people to mark a special event, the special deeds of a group or an individual, or to mark a place where someone is buried.


 
	
	c)
	The word _______________ describes all that surrounds us: the living things around us, the climate, the air we breathe, the water we drink, and the land we live on.


 
	
	d)
	The way one thing acts on another is called an ______________ .










	2.
	Read each of the examples below, and write as much information as you already know about the subject. You may write in complete sentences or in point form notes.



	
	







	WATER
(Why do we need it?
Why is it important?
What is water pollution?)
	
	ENDANGERED SPECIES
(What does endangered mean?
Will they become extinct?
How can we help?)
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Human/Environment Interactions


[image: Images]Every day, the things that people do affect their environment. While we work to protect endangered species, some people continue to kill them. Sometimes we harm the habitats of animals with pollution. When an environment is harsh or changing, people must often adapt to their environment to survive. Sometimes we might dam a river in order to provide more water for communities that need it. Learning about these issues is known as the study of human/environment interactions.

In Egypt, people have relied on the Nile River for thousands of years to provide them with the water they need to survive in the harsh desert conditions around them. The river water is used for drinking, washing, and watering crops. In the past, the Nile would flood its banks and irrigate the crops. In modern times a dam has been used to control the amount of water flowing through the country, providing water as it is needed. The first dam was built at Aswan in 1902, but was later replaced in the early 1970’s by the Aswan High Dam. This dam blocked the flow of the river and created Lake Nasser behind it. Care was taken to preserve wildlife and ancient monuments. The ancient Egyptian Temple of Abu Simbel was taken apart and reassembled in a location away from the lake, preserving it as a national monument.
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	Why was a dam built at Aswan?



	




	




	







Unfortunately, not all interactions between humans and their environment are positive. Throughout Africa, many animals are facing extinction because of poaching. For example, elephants are hunted for their tusks, and rhinoceroses are killed for their horns. Poachers sell the tusks as ivory, and the horns as medicine. Thankfully, many governments in Africa have acted to stop this poaching. They have made it against the law to hunt these animals, and have created game reserves, like the Masai Mara National Park in Kenya, to protect the endangered animals.
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Human/Environment Interactions







	1.
	Which word matches the definition? Color the arrow that points to the correct word. You may use either the reading or a dictionary to help find your answers.













	dam
	[image: Images]
	

	 A 
	To water fields of crops.
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	irrigate



	monument
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	 B 
	The vegetables, grains, and fruit grown on a farm.
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	crops



	farming
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	 C 
	An illegal act of hunting, usually for money. It has caused some animals to become endangered, and in some cases, extinct.
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	poaching



	game reserve
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	 D 
	A protected area of land where wild animals can live without the threat of poachers.
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	environment
















	2.
	
Circle   T  if the statement is true or  F  if it is false.
	
		T = True
 F = False





	
	T
	
	F
	a)
	Rhinoceroses are hunted for their tusks.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	b) 
	Hunting is allowed on game reserves.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	c) 
	Masai Mara National Park is in Kenya.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	d) 
	Poaching is an act of legal hunting.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	e) 
	The Nile floods its banks and irrigates crops.
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Human/Environment Interactions








	
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	3.
	Some human/environment interactions are negative. Why is poaching a negative interaction?



	 
	




	4.
	Some human/environment interactions are positive. Why is a game reserve a positive interaction?



	 
	








Research, Extensions and Applications







	5.
	Find out more about the Aswan High Dam by conducting some simple research. Find answers to these questions and present them in a poster format. Illustrate your work and present it to your class.












	
	Why was the Aswan High Dam built? • How have countries used it to their benefit?



	
	When was it built? • How much did it cost to build? • Which countries took part?
Which ancient Egyptian monuments had to be moved?
How were the ancient Egyptian monuments moved?
How has Lake Nasser changed the area around it?










	6.
	Locate a game reserve in Africa and create a travel brochure for it. Pretend that you are going to take your class on a safari to the reserve. What would you see? What kinds of animals are there? How would you travel there, inside the game reserve? What would you need to bring with you? Illustrate your brochure, and include as many facts as you can. You may wish to include a map of its location to help your class find it!










	7.
	Many animals of Africa are endangered. Research two of them and complete the Endangered Animal Organizer on the next page. Follow the prompts inside the rectangles. When you have finished the rectangles, evaluate just how close these two animals are to extinction. The oval on the organizer represents extinction. On the bold arrows, place an X to show just how desperate the animal’s future is. If the animal is very close to extinction, place the X close to the oval. If it is still not that close, then place the X farther away on the arrow from the oval.
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Endangered Animal Organizer
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Africa – Movement








	1.
	Think about your day. How did you move from place to place? How did you share your ideas with other people? Make a list of the things you do for these each day.




	
	




	
	




	
	




	
	



















	2.
	Match the word on the left to its definition on the right. You may use an atlas or a dictionary to help.














	
	urban
	
	An area in the country or a remote area with few people, and less access to services, such as hospitals, shopping, offices, and recreation activities. Many of these areas develop near a natural resource such as forestry, mining, or farming.
	 A 



	
	communication
	The word used to describe how humans move themselves and other items from place to place. It includes the vehicles we use and the things they travel on (air, water, roads, etc.).
	 B 



	
	transportation
	
	An area in a town or city, with a dense population, industry, and many services, such as hospitals, shopping, offices, and recreation activities.
	 C 



	
	rural
	
	The sharing of ideas through many different ways, such as through speech, printed words, signals, sign language, and images.
	 D 
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Africa – Movement


[image: Images]As geographers look at the Earth, they study movement, a word used to describe how people, ideas, and products move from place to place. In Africa, people travel to work, to school, or to recreational activities. Vehicles travel within and between countries and continents delivering the products that people use in their homes. People in Africa make telephone calls, write letters, watch TV, and surf the Internet looking for information. Radios and newspapers help spread news and opinions.

Many people have the false impression that most of Africa is wild and difficult to get to. In some cases this is true, because some desert, mountain, or rainforest regions are impassable by ground vehicles. In these remote or rural areas, traditional forms of transportation are used. You might see oxen pulling a cart. You might see someone riding a camel in a desert setting. However, camels are often used now to attract tourists rather than to provide daily transportation. Small airplanes and helicopters fly tourists into remote areas, four-wheel drive vehicles make passage through remote areas easier, and trains carry people to stations scattered throughout the continent.

In urban areas, people rely on many different forms of transportation. Trains help people and products get from place to place. Bicycles, cars, motorcycles, motor scooters, buses, and trucks are used each day. People in Africa also travel by plane or by ship. Africa’s many coastal ports provide links to other continents. The Suez Canal in Egypt, allows ships to take a shortcut from the Mediterranean Sea to the Indian Ocean!
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	On which forms of transportation do Africans rely?
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Africa – Movement













	1.
	
Circle   T  if the statement is true or  F  if it is false.
	
		T = True
 F = False





	
	T
	
	F
	a)
	Africa is completely impassable, and people cannot travel through it.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	b) 
	Transportation is a word we use to describe movement involving vehicles.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	c) 
	The Suez Canal is a shortcut from the Mediterranean Sea to the Atlantic Ocean.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	d) 
	Small planes and helicopters often carry tourists into remote areas.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	e) 
	Africa has many radio stations and newspapers to help spread news and opinions.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	f) 
	Africa’s many coastal ports provide links to other continents.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	g) 
	Traditional forms of transportation can be found in more remote and rural areas.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	h) 
	Four-wheel drive vehicles do not work in remote areas.
	













	2.
	How do you use these things for movement? Explain in a few sentences giving examples of when and how you used them.



	
	telephone

	 
 




	
	automobile

	 
 




	
	school bus

	 
 




	
	Internet
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Africa – Movement








	

	Answer each question with a complete sentence.




	3.

	In what different ways do people communicate their ideas?




	
	




	
	




	4.

	Airplanes are very important in Africa. Have you ever been on a plane? If yes, describe where you were going, and what the plane was like.




	
	




	
	








Research and Applications







	5.
	Traditional images of African deserts have people riding camels through the sand. Why are camels shown in this way? Research camels to find out why they are suited to travel in the desert. Think of these questions while conducting your research:











	
	
	How can camels go long distances without water?
How do a camel’s hoofs help it move through the sand and rocky parts of the desert?
What is a camel’s temperament (i.e., angry, calm, grouchy, tame)?
Why do camels spit?
Do people still ride camels from place to place?
What harness or saddle do you need to ride a camel?
What is a camel’s value to people living in a desert climate?



	
	Present your findings as a pamphlet or a poster advertising what you have learned. Illustrate your work. Share your findings with the class.












	6.
	While your family may have lived in your current home for a number of years, your extended family and ancestors probably came from a variety of different places, in a variety of different ways. Interview your parents to find out where your family originated, how and when they moved about, and how your immediate family came to live in your present home. Record your findings and share them with your class.
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Africa – Regions










	1.
	A region is an area of land that can be described by the following things:



	
	
	a) size (large or small)
	[image: Images]
	     



	
	
	b) changes over time
	[image: Images]
	     



	
	
	c) physical characteristics (hills, valleys, rivers, etc.)
	[image: Images]
	     



	
	
	d) where, how, and why people live there
	[image: Images]
	     



	
	Think of your school, pretending that its building, schoolyard, and nearby neighborhood is a region. How would you describe it? In the box beside each way of describing a region, give details about your school. Your teacher might need to help you or share your work with a partner.











	2.
	Using a dictionary, find the definitions of the following words.



	
	a) region
	_____________________________________________________________



	
	b) border
	_____________________________________________________________



	
	c) unique
	_____________________________________________________________



	
	d) ancient
	_____________________________________________________________
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Africa – Regions


[image: Images]Geographers use the word region to describe an area of land. A region is described by the features that make it unique, and can be either small or large. Regions are often studied over time to see how they have changed. To understand a region, geographers look at a region’s physical characteristics, where, how, and why people live in a certain area, and by the languages spoken there. Africa has many regions.

The Nile Valley is a well-known region in Africa because of its long history. The Nile is the longest river in the world, and has affected the lives of people, wildlife, and vegetation for thousands of years. Along either bank of the river is a rich, green, fertile strip of land. People have raised crops in this area for thousands of years, relying on the river to provide the water they need. Outside of this strip is a hot, dry desert. Along the river are modern towns and cities, as well as the ruins of ancient Egyptian society. In the ancient city of Luxor we find the temple of Karnak, and in Thebes we find the Valley of the Kings, known for its mummies of ancient pharaohs. A large dam can be found at Aswan, providing a basin of water that can be released when needed. Further south is the ancient monument of the pharaoh Rameses II at Abu Simbel.








	[image: imgages]

	How has the Nile affected life along its banks?



	




	









One of Africa’s most famous regions can be found along the border between Kenya and Tanzania. This area is known as the Serengeti Plains. It is a flat, grassy area filled with a variety of wildlife, such as giraffes, elephants, wildebeests, and lions. The Masai Mara National Reserve is one of many game reserves created to preserve the endangered animals that live there. In certain areas, mountains can be seen rising far in the distance. From Kenya’s Amboseli National Park, an area in which the endangered black rhinoceros can still be found, visitors can see the snow capped peak of Mount Kilimanjaro to the south.
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Africa – Regions













	1.
	
Circle   T  if the statement is true or  F  if it is false.
	
		T = True
 F = False





	
	T
	
	F
	a)
	The Valley of the Kings is found in Thebes.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	b) 
	The Temple at Karnak is in the ancient city of Luxor.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	c) 
	Geographers describe a region only by the language spoken there.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	d) 
	Mount Kilimanjaro is found south of Kenya’s Amboseli National Park.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	e) 
	The word region is used to describe an area of land.
	












	2.
	Think of the regions mentioned in the reading. Match the region to each of its features using arrows. The first has been done for you.
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Africa – Regions








	
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	3.
	Be like a geographer! Describe the Nile Valley region.




	
	




	4.
	Describe the Serengeti Plains. What makes this region unique?




	
	










  Research and Extensions  







	5.
	The Sahara Desert is a region that is constantly changing. Sandstorms and winds reshape the surface of the sand each day. However, did you know that the Sahara Desert is actually growing larger each and every year? It is! Conduct some simple research on the Sahara Desert and find answers to these questions:



	
	   Why is the Sahara Desert growing larger?



	
	   How much does it grow each year?



	
	   How has this affected the people who live near the desert?


	
	After you have collected your information, share it with your class.










	6.
	Find an example of each of the following types of regions in Africa. Use a physical or vegetation map of Africa to help you.










	  Type of region

	  Found in this country

	  Name of region (if possible)




	  savannah (plains)

	

	




	  mountain range

	

	



	  valley

	

	




	  desert (not the Sahara)

	

	




	Highlight the type of region in the chart that most interests you. Find out more about that region, and create a travel booklet for that area. What would someone visiting that region see? What would the weather be like? Give as many details as you can. Remember to illustrate your work.
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Crossword Puzzle!









	





	
Word List
plains
desert
game reserve
absolute
continent
negative
transportation
endangered
Asia
rural
region
communication
contrasts
Nile Valley
links








	
	
[image: Images]












	  Across    



	1

	Sharing of ideas through speech, sign language and printed words




	4

	Poaching is an example of ________ human/environment interactions




	6

	Many of Africa’s animals are _________ species




	8

	A remote area with few people




	9

	The Saharah is a _______ in Africa




	11

	A _______ can be described by the languages spoken there




	13

	Africa is a continent of huge _______




	14

	Flat, open areas of land covered mostly by grasses






	  Down    



	1

	Africa is the world’s second largest __________




	2

	Movement involving vehicles




	3

	The _______ ______ is a region known for its ancient Egyptian ruins




	5

	Protected area where animals can live free0 of threats from humans




	7

	It is difficult to describe Africa’s ________ location




	10

	Africa’s coastal ports provide _____ to other continents




	12

	Africa is linked to _____ at the Suez Canal
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Word Search

Find all of the words in the Word Search. Words may be horizontal, vertical, or diagonal. A few may even be backwards! Look carefully!










	hemisphere

	camel

	interaction

	trade




	Africa

	continent

	poaching

	Egypt




	wildlife

	rainforest

	Suez Canal

	endangered




	region

	plains

	airports

	irrigate




	Serengeti

	agriculture

	climate

	elephant




	monument

	unique

	desert

	Internet




	Abu Simbel

	Masai Mara

	characteristics

	oxen
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Comprehension Quiz

Part A


	[image: Images]


















	
	
Circle   T  if the statement is true or  F  if it is false.
	
		T = True
F = False


	[image: Images]
	















	
	T
	
	F
	
	a) Both the prime meridian and the equator pass through Africa.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	
	b) Africa is like a giant island because it is surrounded by water.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	
	c) People in Africa live in either traditional or more modern ways.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	
	d) The Suez Canal provides a shortcut from the Indian Ocean to the Mediterranean Sea.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	
	e) Game reserves provide protection for animals from poaching. The Aswan High Dam was built to help control the waters of the Nile River.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	
	f) Latitude and longitude are used to find a place’s relative location.
	



	
	T
	
	F
	
	g) The word urban describes an area in the country or a remote area.
	











	
Part B
	












	Label the map by doing the following:
	[image: images]
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	1.
	Show the following features on the map by writing the letter on the map in the correct location.







	






	
	
a) Atlantic

b) Europe

c) Indian Ocean

d) Atlantic Ocean

e) Mediterranean Sea
















	2.
	 Color the prime meridian red and the equator purple.










	
	SUBTOTAL:  /14
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Comprehension Quiz

Part C

Answer the questions in complete sentences.








	1.

	What is the difference between absolute location and relative location? As an example, describe Africa’s relative location.

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	2.

	How do we describe place? Describe Africa as a place.

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	3.

	Describe what is meant by human and environment interactions. Explain how the poaching of animals is a negative interaction.

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	4.

	What do we mean by movement in geography? Give one example of transportation and one of communication.

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	5.

	What is a region? Describe the Nile Valley as a region.

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 











	
	SUBTOTAL:  /16















	
   1.    

A hemisphere

 

 

B equator

 

 

C climate

 

 

D prime meridian

   2.    

[image: Images]

The prime meridian is the vertical line, the equator is horizontal. Africa is shaded.


	
Completely surrounded by several major bodies of water (i.e. Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, etc.)

 8 



   1.    

a)  T 

b)  F 

c)  F 

d)  T 

e)  T 

a)  F 

a)  F 

   2.    

[image: Images]  prime meridian – B

[image: Images]  longitude – D

[image: Images]  hemisphere – C

[image: Images]  latitude – A 


	
   3.    

The prime meridian and equator cross in the Atlantic off of Ghana, etc.

   4.    

Indian Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Mediterranean Sea

 

 

   5.    

Answers will vary

 

 

   6.    

Answers will vary

 

 

   7.    

Possible answers: east of Congo, north of Zambia, south of Sudan, west of Uganda, etc.


	
   1.    

 

 A   physical characteristics

 

 B   plains

 

 C   port

 

 D   desert

 

 

   2.    

Answers will vary

 

 12 



Possible answers: travel, trade, easy access to other places


	
   1.    

a) [image: Images] D

 

 

b) [image: Images] B

 

 

c) [image: Images] D

 

 

   2.    

a) Circle the following:

wildlife, languages spoken, where people live, mountains, physical characteristics, valleys

b) Answers will vary; should follow the first paragraph of the reading, using all of the terms circled


	
[image: Images]

   3.    

Answers will vary Response should include: travel, trade, easy access to other places

   4.    

Possible answers: modern way of life vs. traditional (tribal); wide variety of physical characteristics; etc.

   5.    

Possible answers:
a) Kenya and Tanzania border area
b) A Nilotic language (of the Nile basin area)
c) Clothing: traditional (i.e. men – red cloaks; women – neckpieces); ornamentation; body decoration Food: follow their herds of cattle
d) A nomadic people who follow their cattle

   6.    

Answers will vary

   7.    

Possible answers: French (Morocco), Egyptian (Egypt), etc.





	 7 

	 9 

	 10 

	 13 

	 14 

	 15 

















	
[image: Images]

   1.    

a) game reserve

 

b) monument

 

c) environment

 

d) interaction

 

   2.    

Answers will vary, depending on prior knowledge

 16 



Possible answer: To regulate the flow of water down the Nile


	
   1.    

 A   irrigate

 

 B   crops

 

 C   poaching

 

 D   game reserve

 

   2.    

a)  F 

b)  F 

c)  T 

d)  F 

e)  T 



	
   3.    

Possible answer: Illegal hunting for money that reduces the number of animals in a species, often to the point of extinction

   4.    

Possible answers: Protects animals from poachers, extinction
 
 

   5.    

Answers will vary in detail depending on resource used. Some possibilities: Built in late 1960s to control the flooding of the Nile, also generates electricity, has created more agricultural land; Abu Simbel was moved, cut apart, and reassembled, etc.

   6.    

Answers will vary (many game reserves are found in eastern Africa)

   7.    

Answers will vary



	
   1.    

Answers will vary

 

   2.    

 A   rural

 

 B   transportation

 

 C   urban

 

 D   communication

 


	
 

 

Possible answers:
trains
bicycles
cars
ships
airplanes
scooters
buses, etc.


	
   1.    

a)  F 

b)  T 

c)  F 

d)  T 

e)  T 

f)  T 

g)  T 

h)  F 

 

   2.    

Answers will vary in complexity and detail





	 17 

	 18 

	 19 

	 21 

	 22 

	 23 

















	
   3.    

Possible answers:
e-mail
radio
television
Internet
telephone
cell phone
talk
letters

 

   4.    

Answers will vary

 

 

   5.    

Answers will vary in complexity and detail depending on the resource used. Possibilities: Produce little urine and allow body temperature to get quite high; walk on the front part of the hoof only, etc.

 

   6.    

Answers will vary


	
   1.    

Answers will vary

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   2.    

Possible answers:

a) Area of land that has unique characteristics

b) A boundary line between countries

c) Distinct

d) Very old


	
Possible answers: Provides water for people, animals and crops


	
   1.    

 

a)  T 

b)  T 

c)  F 

d)  T 

e)  T 

 

 

   2.    

 

Nile Valley
b, d, g, h, i, k

 

 

Serengeti
a, c, e, j


	
   3.    

Answers may vary; Should reflect the information from question 2

   4.    

Answers may vary; Should reflect the information from question 2

 

   5.    

Answers will vary depending upon resources used

 

 

   6.    

Answers will vary (i.e. desert: found in Namibia and Botswana; region’s name is Kalahari)


	
[image: Images]

Across:

1.   communication

4.   negative

6.   endangered

8.   rural

9.   desert

11. region

13. contrasts

14. plains

 

 

Down:

1.   continent

2.   transportation

3.   Nile Valley

5.   game reserve

7.   absolute

10. links

13. Asia





	 24 

	 25 

	 26 

	 27 

	 28 

	 29 
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Word Search Answers

[image: Images]

 

 

 


	
 Part A 

a)  T 

b)  T 

c)  T 

d)  T 

e)  T 

f)  F 

g)  F 

 Part B 

[image: Images]


	
 Part C 

1.Possible answers: Absolute – gives a place’s exact location using latitude and longitude;

Relative – gives a place’s location by describing the features around it, and the connections it has to other places;

Africa – south of Europe, west of the Indian Ocean, east of the Atlantic Ocean, south of the Mediterranean Sea

2. Possible answers:
mountains, plains, rivers, towns, cities

3. Possible answers:
How humans and the environment interact in both positive and negative ways; Poaching – illegal hunting of animals for money, often drives a species to the point of extinction

4. Possible answers:
How people, ideas, and products are moved from place to place (i.e. planes, trains, ships, cars, bus, bicycle, e-mail, radio, television, Internet, telephone)

5. Possible answers:
Large or small area of land, described by its physical characteristics, vegetation, language;
Nile Valley – fertile region along river, desert outside of that, ancient ruins, Aswan High Dam





	 30 

	 31 

	 32 
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