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Asia









	Student’s Name: ___________

	Assignment: ________

	Level: ________














	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Understanding Concepts

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the concepts. Requires teacher intervention.

	Demonstrates a basic understanding of the concepts.

	Demonstrates a good understanding of the concepts.

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of concepts.




	Response to the Text

	Expresses responses to the text with limited effectiveness, inconsistently supported by proof from the text

	Expresses responses to the text with some effectiveness, supported by some proof from the text

	Expresses responses to the text with appropriate skills, supported with appropriate proof

	Expresses thorough and complete responses to the text, supported by concise and effective proof from the text




	Analysis & Application of Concepts

	Interprets and applies various concepts in the text with few, unrelated details and incorrect analysis

	Interprets and applies various concepts in the text with some detail, but with some inconsistent analysis

	Interprets and applies various concepts in the text with appropriate detail and analysis

	Effectively interprets and applies various concepts in the text with consistent, clear and effective detail and analysis







	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.








	Introduction
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	This his resource provides ready-to-use information and activities for remedial students in grades five to eight. Written to grade and using simplified language and vocabulary, geography concepts are presented in a way that makes them more accessible to students and easier to understand. Comprised of reading passages, student activities and overhead transparencies, our resource can be used effectively for whole-class, small group and independent work.






How Is Our Resource Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS


Reading passages and activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of our resource. The reading passages present important gradeappropriate information and concepts related to the topic. Included in each passage are one or more embedded questions that ensure students are actually reading and understanding the content.

For each reading passage there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities. As with the reading passages, the related activities are written using a remedial level of language.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension of the concepts presented in the reading passage and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the reading passage through creative and evaluative short-answer questions, research, and extension activities.

The Assessment Rubric (page 4) is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to many of the activities in our resource. The Comprehension Quiz (page 31) can be used for either a follow-up review or assessment at the completion of the unit.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
• Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handouts
• Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
• Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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Bloom’s Taxonomy

Our resource is an effective tool for any GEOGRAPHY PROGRAM.







	
Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in our resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension and understanding of important geography concepts. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, and using language at a remedial level, information and questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but move beyond this to understand the text and concepts through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of application, analysis, synthesis and evaluation, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, attaining a greater understanding of concepts, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.



Our resource, therefore, is an effective tool for any Geography program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, our resource provides teachers with essential information and questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest, creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.
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BLOOM’S TAXONOMY: 6 LEVELS OF THINKING

*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.






Vocabulary



• hemisphere • sphere • prime meridian • connect • latitude • longitude • climate • Equator 
• civilization • geographer • absolute • exact • relative • location • links • continent
 • feature • northerly • tropical • rainforest • urban • rural • desert • plains • river
 • nation • route • transportation • barren • cultures • languages • humid • population • dense
 • trade • elevation • mountain • canal • customs • unique • physical • characteristic • wildlife 
• vegetation • human • environment • interactions • positive • negative • pollution • disease
 • extinction • poaching • highway • industry • illegally • vehicles • survive • harsh • construction 
• organizations • majestic • creature • resources • habitats • governments • produce • international
 • products • underground • subway • traffic • recreational • communication • movement 
• automobiles • routes • originated • valleys • motorcycle • scooters • ancestors • satellite • region 
• elevation • plateau • coast • barren • vast • ruins • thrived • narrow • jungle • powerful
 • empire • endure • monsoon • cultural • religious • highlands • ancient • civilization
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Asia - Location








	1.
	Which word matches the definition? Color the arrow that points to the correct word. You may use an atlas or a dictionary to help.













	continent
	[image: Images]
	

	 A 
	A large land mass. There are seven of these on Earth.
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	country



	Equator
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	 B 
	An imaginary line running around the middle of the Earth in an eastwest direction. It is half way between the North and South Poles.
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	hemisphere



	civilization
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	 C 
	A word that is used for a person who studies the Earth by looking at the features of the land, its weather, and where people live.
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	geographer



	continent
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	 D 
	One of the two shapes made by cutting a sphere in half.
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	hemisphere














	2.
	On the map, color Asia in green. Show the equator as a red line.
	[image: Images]
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Asia – Location
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How do we describe the location of a place? We can describe location in two ways. We can tell exactly where it is, or we can describe where it is by using the things we find around it. If we describe exactly where a place is, we are giving its absolute location. On a map, we can do this by looking at where lines of latitude and longitude cross. When we describe the things around a place and the things that connect it to other places, we are describing its relative location.

Asia is the world’s largest continent. It is so large that we cannot accurately describe its exact location. Why? It is because Asia’s eastern boundary is near 170°W longitude, and its western boundary is near 35°E longitude, with approximately 8 000 miles between these two points! Because it is so large, it is very difficult to give its absolute location. It is easier to describe Africa’s relative location by looking at those features and places around it.

To begin with, Asia is almost entirely in the eastern hemisphere, north of the Equator. Like other continents, it has shorelines on several large bodies of water. The Arctic Ocean lies to the north, the Indian Ocean to the south, and the Pacific Ocean to the east. These bodies of water provide links between Asia and other parts of the globe. On its western border, Asia is linked to Europe by land. Russia, the largest country in Asia, is located in both Europe and Asia!
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	How can we best describe Asia’s location?



	




	





Asia’s huge size and location makes it very interesting to geographers. In Asia we find Mt. Everest, the tallest point on Earth. The tropical rainforests of India and other southeastern Asian countries are very different from the frozen lands in Russia’s far north. The wide variety of ancient civilizations that have existed throughout Asia gives historical and cultural geographers interesting places and peoples to study.
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Asia – Location










	1.
	Circle the word TRUE if the statement is true. Circle the word FALSE if it’s false.



	 
	a)
	Asia is the world’s smallest continent.



	 
	 
	      TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	b)
	Asia is almost entirely in the eastern hemisphere.



	 
	 
	      TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	c)
	The Arctic Ocean lies to the north of Asia.



	 
	 
	      TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	d)
	Europe is east of Asia.



	 
	 
	      TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	e)
	Antarctica is to the south of Asia.



	 
	 
	      TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	f)
	Russia is the largest country in Asia.



	 
	 
	      TRUE
	FALSE















	2.
	Match left to right to show your understanding of absolute and relative location. You must match each box to two examples.



	
	









	




	
relative
location





	
	Describes location by using latitude and longitude to give a place’s exact location
	

	 A 



	
	Turkey is south of the Black Sea, east of Greece, north of Syria, and west of Iran
	

	 B 



	




	
absolute
location





	
	Mumbai is found at 18°N latitude and 72°E longitude
	

	 C 



	
	Describes the location of a place by using the features around it
	

	 D 
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Asia – Location


Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	3.
	Which major bodies of water surround Africa?




	
	




	4.
	Why is it difficult to describe Asia’s exact location?




	
	







  Research and Applications  








	5.
	Many atlases list the exact locations of the world’s major cities using latitude and longitude. Using an atlas, find the exact location of the ten Asian cities of your choice. Also list the country in which we find each city and the hemisphere(s) in which it is found. Make a chart like this to help you organize the information you find. One has been done for you.












	
	City Name
	Hemisphere (give two)
	Exact Location
	Country



	
	Brisbane

	northern and eastern

	13°N latitude
100°E longitude

	Thailand













	6.
	Find Thailand on a map of Asia. Using the features around it, describe its relative location.
	




	
	




	
	











	7.
	A challenge for you! The city of Mumbai is located in India, on the Arabian Sea. How did its location affect how it developed as a city? How has it changed over time?
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Asia – Place







	1.
	Match the word on the left to its definition on the right. You may use an atlas or a dictionary to help.












	wildlife
	
	The features of a place that help us recognize and describe it. They may include mountains, plains, forests, deserts, or bodies of water.
	A




	urban
	
	A word describing the area of a town or a city. These areas have a large population, many kinds of transportation, and many services, like police, hospitals, and libraries.
	B




	rural
	
	The animals, birds, insects, and fish that live in a particular place.
	C




	physical characteristics
	
	An area outside a city. The country is an example. There are fewer people than in a city, and they are spread out across wide areas of land.
	D












	2.
	Make a list of those things that you already know about Asia using the following chart. You may also include some small illustrations if they help you express your ideas.



	
	









	Countries in Asia
	
[image: images]

	Animals of Asia
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	Other Asia Facts
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Asia – Place
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Asia is a vast continent with many features that make it unique from all the other continents. What are these unique features? Its physical characteristics make it unique. The people of Asia, where they have chosen to live, and the languages that they speak make it unique. The wildlife of Asia also makes it unique. Each of these features helps us better understand Asia and describe it as a place.

Asia is a continent of surprising contrasts. There are huge cities throughout the continent, filled with millions of people, and there are wide, barren stretches of land where very few people choose to live. There are some of the tallest mountains in the world, and some low lying areas, like the Dead Sea, that are below sea level. The northern parts of Russia are icy cold, while the rainforests of Southeast Asia are hot and humid. This variety of physical characteristics is part of what makes Asia unique as a place.
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	What are some of Asia’s physical characteristics?



	




	




	





The people of Asia are as varied as its physical characteristics. From Turkey in the west, to Japan in the east, there are hundreds of peoples, cultures, and languages throughout Asia. Well over half of the Earth’s entire population lives in Asia! India and China each have more than one billion people! Many people live in rural areas, farming and working the land. Many others live in large cities with dense populations.

Many of Asia’s largest cities are on large bodies of water. Hong Kong, Mumbai, Jeddah, and Tokyo all have large ports on the sea that allow them to trade easily by ship with other parts of the world. Cities like Seoul and Delhi were built on rivers that allowed both travelers and traders to visit them easily.
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Asia – Place







	1.
	Which word matches the definition? Color the arrow that points to the correct word. You may use an atlas or a dictionary to help.













	below sea level
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	 A 
	A phrase used to describe a place whose elevation is lower than the level of the sea between high and low tide.
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	continent




	rural
	[image: Images]
	

	 B 
	All of the creatures living in a certain place.
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	wildlife



	dense population
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	 C 
	A word that is used to describe a wide-open area with few living things in it.
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	barren



	Soeul
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	 D 
	A large city in South Korea that developed on a river.
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	Hong Kong
















	2.
	
Circle the word TRUE if the statement is true. Circle the word FALSE if it is false.




	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	a)
	 The Dead Sea is below sea level.
	



	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	b) 
	Tokyo and Hong Kong each have more than one billion people in them.
	



	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	c) 
	Rainforests can be found in north Russia.
	



	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	d) 
	Less than half of the Earth’s population lives in Asia.
	



	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	e) 
	Mumbai and Jeddah are both large sea ports.
	



	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	f) 
	Africa is linked to Asia at the Panama Canal.
	



	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	g) 
	The rainforests of Southeast Asia are hot and humid.
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Asia – Place








	
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	3.
	Why is Asia a continent of surprising contrasts?



	
	




	4.
	Why have some of Asia’s largest cities developed on large bodies of water?



	
	







Research








	5.
	Use the flow chart organizer, My Chosen Country, on the next page to record information about your chosen country. If your family immigrated from Asia, why not learn more about that country!











	6.
	Many different languages are spoken in Asia, many within a single country! Find ten examples of different languages spoken, and name the country in which they are spoken. Complete a chart like the one below.











	
	Language

	Spoken in which countries?




	
	        

	        













	7.
	Using a Venn Diagram like the one below, compare two bordering countries in Asia (i.e., China and Russia). Think about population, languages, and the culture and customs. Share your work with your classmates.
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My Chosen Country







	
	Use the flow chart organizer to record information about your chosen country. If your family immigrated from Asia, why not learn more about that country!
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Human/Environment Interactions







	1.
	How is your local environment affected by the actions of the people who
live in it? How has your school worked to protect its environment? Think of the two problems below, and list the ways your school has helped to fight pollution.



	
	







	Problem
	
	Solution


 
	Garbage in the schoolyard

	[image: images]
	


 
	Too much paper in the garbage

	[image: images]
	









 






	2.
	Complete each sentence with a word from the list. Use a dictionary to help you.



 

               
 





	
	
	dam          poaching          extinct       vegetation       
	





               

 



	
	a)
	_____________ is an illegal action by hunters or others to collect or kill
protected animals for money. Poaching can lead to extinction of a species.



	
	b)
	A _____________ is something created by people to control a river, or to create a body of water where none existed before. A small lake or basin is created behind a large dam


 
	
	c)
	The word _______________ is used to describe a species of living things that no longer exists anywhere on Earth. It means that all members of that species are dead.


 
	
	d)
	The word ______________ is a word that describes all of the plant life in a
particular area.
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Human/Environment Interactions


[image: Images]Everyday, the things that people do affect their environment. Sometimes we build a dam on a river to control it more effectively. Sometimes we harm the habitats of animals with pollution. Sometimes we hunt animals to extinction. When an environment is harsh or changing, people must often adapt to their environment to survive. Learning about these issues is known as the study of human/environment interactions.

In China, much of the landscape is being changed by the construction of the huge Three Gorges Dam on the Yangtze River. In the past, the Yangtze River has often flooded and killed many thousands of people, so the dam was created to control its flow. This dam is the largest in the world, and will create a huge lake behind it. Unfortunately, hundreds of towns, villages, and farms will be completely covered by the lake it will create. Thousands of people have had to move to new homes. The natural environment of local wildlife and vegetation will also be forever changed. Chinese officials hope that the benefits of controlling the river will make up for the great changes it is forcing on the environment around the dam.

Unfortunately, not all interactions between humans and their environment are positive. Throughout parts of Southeast Asia, tigers are facing extinction because of poaching. Poachers collect tiger skins, bones, and other organs to be sold illegally for large amounts of money. The tiger’s jungle habitat is also under threat from pollution and expanding human activities. While many organizations exist to help these endangered animals, many governments in Asia have been slow to stop this poaching. With only several thousand tigers left in the wild, the day may come when we will only see these majestic creatures in a zoo or a book.
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	Why might wild tigers become extinct?
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Human/Environment Interactions














	1.
	
Circle the word TRUE if the statement is true. Circle the word FALSE if it is false.




	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	a) 
	Tigers are extinct.
	



	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	b) 
	The Yangtze River is located in China.
	



	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	c) 
	Hundreds of towns, villages, and farms will be covered by the lake created by the Three Gorges dam.
	



	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	d) 
	Many Asian governments are slow to stop poaching.
	



	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	e) 
	The Yangtze River has flooded and killed thousands in the past.
	



	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	f) 
	No one has been forced to move their home because of the Three Gorges Dam.
	















	2.
	Put a check mark ([image: Images]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	The construction of the Three Gorges dam will create a large __________ behind it.



	 
	 
	[image: img]
	A
	city



	 
	 
	[image: img]
	B
	lake
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	C
	flood



	 
	 
	[image: img]
	D
	tiger habitat



	 
	b)
	The Three Gorges Dam is found in which country?



	 
	 
	[image: img]
	A
	India



	 
	 
	[image: img]
	B
	Saudi Arabia



	 
	 
	[image: img]
	C
	China



	 
	 
	[image: img]
	D
	Southeast Asia



	 
	c)
	Poachers kill tigers for ____________________________.



	 
	 
	[image: img]
	A
	religious reasons
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	B
	their skin, bones, and other organs
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	C
	for sport
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	D
	to show they are brave
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Human/Environment Interactions








	
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	3.
	How will the construction of the Three Gorges dam affect the environment around it? Give examples from the reading.



	 
	




	4.
	Why is poaching a negative human/environment interaction? Give some examples from the reading.



	 
	




	 
	








Research







	5.
	Find out more about the Three Gorges Dam by conducting some simple research. Find answers to these questions and present them as a booklet or a PowerPoint presentation. Draw pictures for your booklet, or use clip art work to illustrate your PowerPoint presentation. Share your work with your class.












	
	Why was the Three Gorges Dam built?
	
	When was it built?___



	
	Who built the dam?
	
	How much did it cost to build?



	
	When did construction begin?
	
	When will it finish?



	
	How big is the Three Gorges Dam?



	
	How will the dam affect the area around it?










	6.
	Unfortunately, the tiger is not the only animal facing extinction. There is the panda too, among many others. Which other animals face extinction? Research five other endangered animals. Collect your information on a chart like the one below. When you have finished, use a blank map of Asia to show the location of each animal you have chosen.













	
	Endangered Animal

	Habitat

	Why is it endangered?

	Ways to help save it
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Asia – Movement







	1.
	Match the word on the left to its definition on the right. You may use an atlas or a dictionary to help.












	urban
	
	The sharing of ideas through many different ways, such as through speech, printed words, signals, sign language, and images.
	A




	rural
	
	The word used to describe how humans move themselves and other items from place to place. It includes the vehicles we use and the things they travel on (air, water, roads, etc.).
	B




	transportation
	
	A word describing the area of a town or a city. These areas have a large population, many kinds of transportation, and many services, like police, hospitals, and libraries.
	C




	communication
	
	An area outside a city. There are fewer people and services than in a city, and they are spread out across wide areas of land.
	D














	2.
	
	Think about how you and other people move from place to place. Beside each person, write how that person usually travels from one place to another.



	
	
	








	a)
	Mom or Dad, going to work
	[image: images]
	







	
	
	








	b)
	You, going to school
	[image: images]
	








	
	
	








	c)
	A person, traveling to another country 
	[image: images]
	







	
	
	








	d)
	An astronaut, going to the International Space Station
	[image: images]
	







	
	
	








	e)
	A firefighter, going to a fire
	[image: images]
	







	
	
	








	f)
	Your teacher, going to work at school
	[image: images]
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Asia – Movement


[image: Images]Movement is a word we use to describe how people, ideas, and products move from place to place. In Asia, millions of people travel to work or to school each day. Ideas are spread by radios, TV, and newspapers, and by telephone calls, letters, and the Internet. Different kinds of vehicles travel within and between countries delivering the products that people use in their homes.

In Asia, people rely on many different forms of transportation. Trains help people and products move from place to place, often between rural places where cars cannot go. Cars, motorcycles, motor scooters, buses, and trucks are also used each day. Some Asian cities are so busy that many people use bicycles to help them travel. Bicycles also help reduce air pollution in these busy cities. To travel greater distances, many Asians fly by plane, or send their products by ship.

Trains are very important in the urban areas of Asia. For example, in Tokyo, Japan, millions of people use trains to get to work or school each day. There are trains above ground and trains underground. These underground trains are called subways. They can be very crowded during rush hour. Trains are very important to a busy city like Tokyo because they carry many people from place to place without causing traffic jams. Trains are also important because they cause less pollution than cars. Can you imagine how much more pollution would be created if all of the millions of people who take the train each day drove their cars to work?








	[image: imgages]

	Why are trains important to a busy city like Tokyo?



	




	





Asia is a continent where people share their ideas in many different ways. Newspapers and radios are very important for sharing ideas. In rural areas, a radio provides a link to larger, urban areas and the world. Ideas are also spread by television or satellite dish, by telephone calls between family and friends, by letters, and by the Internet.
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Asia – Movement










	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: Images]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	Movement is the word used to describe how ______________.



	 
	 
	[image: images]
	A
	people dance



	 
	 
	[image: images]
	B
	people, ideas, and products move from place to place



	 
	 
	[image: images]
	C
	waves move on the sea



	 
	 
	[image: images]
	D
	air pollution is created by cars



	 
	b)
	Trains are important in Asia because _____________.



	 
	 
	[image: images]
	A
	they help people and products move from place to place



	 
	 
	[image: images]
	B
	they help reduce traffic jams and pollution caused by cars



	 
	 
	[image: images]
	C
	they travel between places that cars cannot go



	 
	 
	[image: images]
	D
	All of the above.



	 
	c)
	Why are bicycles important in Asia?



	 
	 
	[image: images]
	A
	They are a form of exercise.



	 
	 
	[image: images]
	B
	They help reduce air pollution.



	 
	 
	[image: images]
	C
	They are recreational vehicles.



	 
	 
	[image: images]
	D
	They help deliver newspapers.



	 
	d)
	Ideas are spread by _______________.



	 
	 
	[image: images]
	A
	television, satellites, and radio



	 
	 
	[image: images]
	B
	telephone call and letters



	 
	 
	[image: images]
	C
	the Internet



	 
	 
	[image: images]
	D
	All of the above.











	2.
	Here is a problem for you to solve.



	
	


	
A large city in Asia is having a problem at rush hour each day. It seems that everyone drives their car to work. That is the only way that people get around. The result is too much air pollution and terrible traffic jams.









	
	Using what you have learned about the different ways that people can move from place to place, what suggestions would you have for solving this city’s problems? List them on a separate sheet of paper, and explain each suggestion you have.
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Asia – Movement








	
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.




	3.
	What are Asia most popular forms of transportation?




	
	




	4.
	Subways are very important in some Asian cities. Have you ever been on a subway? If yes, describe where you were going, and what the subway was like.




	
	




	
	








Research and Applications







	5.
	Think of the city, town, or rural area in which you live. How is movement important to your home? How do transportation routes connect your hometown to other places? Are they connected by roads, by rail, by ship, or by planes? Maybe all four are important! What about how ideas are communicated? Which newspapers, TV programs, or Internet service is available? Cell phones?



	
	Create a web like the one below to show the importance of movement to your city, town, or rural area.



	[image: images]












	6.
	While your family may have lived in your current home for a number of years, your extended family and ancestors probably came from a variety of different places, in a variety of different ways. Interview your parents to find out where your family originated, how and when they moved about, and how they eventually came to live in your present home. Record your findings and share them with your class on a poster by using maps to chart their movement.
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Asia – Regions








	1.

	In your own words, describe your classroom. What interesting features does it have? Make a short list describing the things in your classroom.




	
	













	2.

	A region is an area of land that can be described by the following things:













	
	a)
	size (large or small)
	[image: Images]
	 



	
	b)
	changes over time
	[image: Images]
	 



	
	c)
	physical characteristics (hills, valleys, rivers, etc.)
	[image: Images]
	 



	
	d)
	where, how, and why people live there
	[image: Images]
	 










	
	Think of where you live, pretending that your home (house, apartment, townhouse, etc.), yard, and nearby neighborhood is a region. How would you describe it? In the box beside each way of describing a region, give details about your school. Share your “Home Region” work with a small group of friends.
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Asia – Regions

[image: Images]A region is an area of land that can be described by the features that make it unique. A region can be either large or small. Geographers like to study a region over time to see how it has changed. To describe a region, we can look at its physical characteristics, by the languages spoken there, and where, how, and why people live in that region. Asia is very large, and has many, many regions.

Two of the most interesting regions in Asia are the Deccan Plateau and the Malabar Coast. Both are found in India, and are very different from one another. The Deccan Plateau has many areas of vast, flat lands. Rice and cotton are grown there. There are many hills and rivers in the area, such as the Krishna River and the Bhima River. The Deccan Plateau is drier than the rainforests of the Malabar Coast to the west. It also has a higher elevation. While many people live there now, this region was once the home to many ancient civilizations. The ruins of Vijayanagar show us that a powerful empire once thrived there long ago. The Malabar Coast is a long, thin region on India’s west coast on the Arabian Sea. It is an area with thick rainforests. It is separated from the Deccan Plateau by a mountain range known as the Western Ghats. Most people on the Malabar Coast speak a language known as Malayalam, and have to endure yearly monsoon rains.
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	How is the Deccan Plateau different from the Malabar Coast?



	




	





The Middle East is an area with a long history, and is one of the most well-known regions in Asia. Made up of many small countries such as Israel, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, and Syria, the Middle East is considered a cultural and religious center for many people on Earth. Because of its significance, many people call parts of this area The Holy Land. This Middle East is a dry, hot area with rocky highlands, sandy deserts, and miles of shoreline on the Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea.
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Asia – Regions













	1.
	
Circle the TRUE word if the statement is true. Circle the word FALSE if it is false.




	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	  a) 
	The Deccan Plateau has many areas of vast, flat land.
	



	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	  b) 
	The Malabar Coast is on India’s east coast.
	



	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	  c) 
	The Middle East is tropical and humid.
	



	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	  d) 
	The Holy Land is another name for parts of the Middle East.
	



	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	  e) 
	The people of the Malabar Coast speak a language called Malayalam.
	












	2.
	Here is a brick wall made up of the features of the Deccan Plateau and other regions. Color each brick that tells something about the Deccan Plateau.



	
	








	high elevation
	desert
	rainforest
	grow cotton













	 
	humid
	many hills
	narrow region
	 












	Vijayanagar
	flat lands
	jungle
	grow rice













	 
	many rivers
	drier area
	Nile River
	 












	Krishna River
	Malayalam language
	low elevation
	coastal region

















	[image: Images]
	[image: Images]




Asia – Regions








	
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	3.
	Be like a geographer! Describe the Malabar Coast of India.


	
	



	
	



	4.
	Describe how geographers describe a region.


		


	
	







Research and Extensions












	5.
	Many modern countries in Asia have been built on the sites of ancient civilizations. Thankfully, many ruins and buildings of these ancient civilizations still stand today! This allows us to learn about and appreciate those who lived long ago. Using the Regions Change Over Time organizer on the next page, compare an ancient Asian civilization with the one that exists there now. You will have to conduct some research before filling in the organizer. You may wish to decorate your organizer with drawings or pictures of the things you have discovered during your research (i.e., a drawing of an ancient civilization’s ruins compared to a modern city, or a map showing the location of the ancient civilization).

















	6.
	Using a map of Asia, find and label the following regions in Asia. You may use an atlas to help you locate each region. (Hint: Look at a physical map!)



	
	Ural Mountains
	Arabian Desert
	Gobi Desert



	
	Malabar Coast
	Himalayas mountain range
	Kashmir



	
	North China Plain
	Anatolia
	Caucasus



	
	West Siberian Plain
	Plateau of Tibet
	Mekong Delta



	
	When you have finished labeling your map, choose one of these regions and collect more information about it. Present your findings to the class.
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Regions Change Over Time

[image: images]
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Crossword Puzzle!









	





	
Word List

unique
positive
population
ports
largest
subway
environment
Russia
China
hemisphere
rainforests
movement
equator
religious
relative








	
	
[image: Images]












	  Across    



	1

	Well over half of the Earth’s __________ lives in Asia




	4

	_______ is the largest country in Asia




	5

	Underground trains that are very important in cities like Tokyo, Japan




	7

	Every day, the things people do affect their ________




	11

	Asia is almost entirely in the eastern _________ 




	12

	The Malabar Coast in India is a region thick with _______




	13

	 ____________ describes how people, products and ideas move from place to place






	  Down    



	1

	The building of the Three Gorges Dam is an example of a ____ human/environment interaction




	2

	A region is an area of land with ____ features




	3

	Imaginary line running east-west around the middle of the Earth




	4

	_____ location describes a place using the features around it




	6

	Hong Kong, Mumbai and Tokyo are cities with large sea ________




	8

	Asia is the world’s _____ continent




	9

	The Middle East is considered a cultural and _______ center for many people




	10

	The Yangtze River is located in _______
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Word Search

Find all of the words in the Word Search. Words may be horizontal, vertical, or diagonal. A few may even be backwards! Look carefully!.










	Asia

	movement

	sea level

	latitude




	continent

	Internet

	plateau

	urban




	equator

	extinction

	transportation

	wildlife




	region

	interaction

	scooters

	features




	rural

	geographer

	poaching

	coast




	languages

	links

	flood

	products




	cultural

	longitude

	civilization

	vehicles
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Comprehension Quiz

Part A


	[image: Images]
















	
Circle the word TRUE if the statement is true. Circle the word FALSE if it’s false.
	
	[image: Images]



	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	a)
	Most of Asia is north of the Equator
	



	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	b) 
	Asia is the world’s largest continent.
	



	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	c) 
	More than half of all the people on Earth live in Asia.
	



	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	d) 
	China and India each have more than one billion people.
	



	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	e) 
	Tigers and other endangered animals are safe from poachers.
	



	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	f) 
	Train travel in Asia’s busy cities, such as Tokyo, causes more pollution and traffic jams than cars alone.
	



	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	g) 
	Latitude and longitude are used to find a place’s relative location.
	



	
	  TRUE
	
	FALSE
	h) 
	The word rural describes an area in the country or a remote area.
	









	
Part B
	












	Label the map by doing the following:

	[image: images]
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	1.
	Show the following features on the map by writing the letter on the map in the correct location.







	






	
	
a) Asia

b) Europe

c) Indian Ocean

d) Pacific Ocean

e) Africa







	2.  Color the equator red.









	
	SUBTOTAL:    /14
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Comprehension Quiz

Part C

Answer the questions in complete sentences.








	1.

	What is the difference between absolute location and relative location? As an example, describe Asia’s relative location.

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	2.

	How do we describe place? Describe Asia as a place.

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	3.

	Describe what is meant by human and environment interactions. Explain how the poaching of tigers is a negative interaction.

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	4.

	What do we mean by movement in geography? Give one example of transportation and one of communication.

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	5.

	What is a region? Describe the Deccan Plateau or the Malabar coast as a region.

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 











	
	SUBTOTAL:    /16















	
   1.    

 

 A  continent

 

 B  Equator

 

 C  geographer

 

 D  hemisphere

 

   2.    

[image: Images]

The equator is the dark horizontal line. Asia is shaded.


	
Using relative location because it is so vast

 8 



 

   1.    

 

a)  F 

b)  T 

c)  T 

d)  F 

e)  T 

f)   T 



   2.    

relative location – B, D

absolute location – A, C

 


	
   3.   

Arctic Ocean, Indian Ocean, Pacific Ocean (Arabian Sea, Red Sea, and Mediterranean Sea may also be included)


   4.   

Too vast to use latitude and longitude to pinpoint an exact location where these lines cross


   5.   

Answers will vary


   6.   

Possible answers: east of Burma, north of Malaysia, south of China, west of Laos and Cambodia, etc.


   7.   

Possible answers: Mumbai is an ancient city that grew during the period of European colonialism (i.e. Portugal, England) which helped develop the area for trade because its location provided an excellent


	
   1.   

 A   physical characteristics

 

 B   urban

 

 C   wildlife

 

 D   rural

 

   2.   

Answers will vary.

 

 11 



 

 

Possible answers: tall mountains, millions of people, etc.


	
   1.   

 A   below sea level

 

 B   wildlife

 

 C   barren

 

 D   Seoul

 

   2.   

 

a)  T 

b)  F 



c)  F 

d)  F 

e)  T 

f)   F 

g)  T 

 


	[image: Images]

   3.   

Answers will vary; Should include references to both physical characteristics and to the population


   4.   

Answers will vary; Should include references to both trade and travel as main ideas for the location of these cities


   5.   

Answers will vary; Should reflect the concepts developed in this section and elsewhere in the resource


   6.   

Answers will vary


   7.   

Answers will vary





	 7 

	 9 

	 10 

	 12 

	 13 

	 14 

















	
 [image: Images]

   1.   

Answers may vary

 

 

 

 

 

   2.   

a)  poaching

 

b)  dam

 

c)  extinct

 

d)  vegetation

 

 16 



 

Answers will vary. Possible Answer: Poachers hunt and kill tigers for their skin, bones and other organs


	
   1.   

 

a)  F 

b)  T 

c)  T 

 

d)  T 

e)  T 

f)  F 

 

   2.   

a) [image: Images] B

 

 

b) [image: Images] C

 

 

c) [image: Images] B

 


	
   3.   

Possible answers: Many people forced to leave homes, large area flooded by new lake

 

   4.   

Possible answers: Poachers hunt animals illegally, often to the point of extinction

 

 

   5.   

Answers will vary in detail depending on resource used. Some possibilities: Built in late 1990s and the 2000s to control the flooding of the Yangtze, largest dam in the world, etc

 

   6.   

Answers will vary (i.e. panda)


	
   1.   

 

 A   communication

 

 B   transportation

 

 C  urban

 

 D   rural

 

   2.   

Answers will vary.

 


	
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Possible answers: trains, cars, monorail, ferries, planes, trucks, etc.


	
   1.   

a) [image: Images] B

 

 

b) [image: Images] D

 

 

c) [image: Images] B

 

 

d) [image: Images] D

 

   2.   

Answers will vary in complexity and detail.
Possibilities:
Add rail and subway lines to reduce traffic congestion and pollution, encourage use of bicycles for the same reason, etc.





	 17 

	 18 

	 19 

	 20 

	 21 

	 22 

















	
   3.   

Possible answers: train; subway; car; bicycle; airplane; motor scooter

 

   4.   

Answers will vary

 

 

 

   5.   

Answers will vary in complexity and detail depending on the resources used, and ability to relate own experiences with the concepts in the reading

 

 

 

 

   6.   

Answers will vary

 


	
   1.   

Answers will vary

 

 

   2.   

Answers will vary, depending on the kind of community in which your school is located

 


	
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deccan Plateau – higher elevation, drier, grows rice and cotton, flat with some hills and rivers

Malabar Coast – rainforest, thin stretch of land, Monsoon season


	
   1.   

 

a)  T 

b)  F 

c)  F 

d)  T 

e)  T 

 

 

 

   2.   

Color the following “bricks”: high elevation grow cotton many hills Vijayanagar flat lands grow rice many rivers drier area Krishna River


	
   3.   

Rainforest, thin stretch of land, Monsoon season

 

   4.   

Look at physical characteristics, languages spoken, and where and how people live

 

 

   5.   

Answers will vary depending upon choices and resources used

 

 

 

   6.   

Answers will vary

 


	
[image: Images]

Across:

2.  population

4.  Russia

5.  subway

7.  environment

11.  hemisphere

12.  rainforests

13.  movement

 

 

Down:

1.  positive

2.  unique

3.  equator

4.  relative

6.  ports

8.  largest

9.  religious

10.  China
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	 27 

	 29 
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Word Search Answers

[image: Images]

 

 

 


	
 Part A 

 

a)  T 

 

b)  T 

 

c)  T 

 

d)  T 

 

e)  F 

 

f)  F 

 

 

g)  F 

 

h)  T 

 

 Part B 

[image: Images]

The equator is the dark horizontal line.


	
   Part C   

1. Possible answers: Possible answers: Absolute – a place’s exact location using latitude and longitude Relative – a place’s location describing the features around it, and the connections it has to other places
Asia – south of Arctic Ocean, west of Pacific Ocean, east of Europe, north of Indian Ocean

2. Possible answers: mountains, plains, rivers, towns, cities

3. Possible answers: How humans and the environment interact, in both positive and negative ways;
Poaching – illegal hunting of animals for money, often drives a species to the point of extinction

4. Possible answers: How people, ideas, and products are moved from place to place (i.e. train, plane, car, ship, bus, bicycle, e-mail, radio, television, Internet, telephone)

5. Possible answers: Large or small area of land described by its physical characteristics, vegetation, language
Deccan Plateau – higher elevation, drier, grows rice and cotton, flat with some hills and rivers
Malabar Coast – rainforest, thin
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