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Australia









	Student’s Name: ___________

	Assignment: ________

	Level: ________














	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4




	Understanding Concepts

	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the concepts. Requires teacher intervention.

	Demonstrates a basic understanding of the concepts.

	Demonstrates a good understanding of the concepts.

	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the concepts.




	Response to the Text

	Expresses responses to the text with limited effectiveness, inconsistently supported by proof from the text

	Expresses responses to the text with some effectiveness, supported by some proof from the text

	Expresses responses to the text with appropriate skills, supported with appropriate proof

	Expresses thorough and complete responses to the text, supported by concise and effective proof from the text




	Analysis & Application of Concepts

	Interprets and applies various concepts in the text with few, unrelated details and incorrect analysis

	Interprets and applies various concepts in the text with some detail, but with some inconsistent analysis

	Interprets and applies various concepts in the text with appropriate detail and analysis

	Effectively interprets and applies various concepts in the text with consistent, clear and effective detail and analysis







	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.







	Introduction

	[image: Images]



	This resource provides ready-to-use information and activities for remedial students in grades five to eight. Written to grade and using simplified language and vocabulary, geography concepts are presented in a way that makes them more accessible to students and easier to understand. Comprised of reading passages, student activities and overhead transparencies, our resource can be used effectively for whole-class, small group and independent work.





How Is Our Resource Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Reading passages and activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of our resource. The reading passages present important gradeappropriate information and concepts related to the topic. Included in each passage are one or more embedded questions that ensure students are actually reading and understanding the content.

For each reading passage there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities. As with the reading passages, the related activities are written using a remedial level of language.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension of the concepts presented in the reading passage and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the reading passage through creative and evaluative short-answer questions, research, and extension activities.

The Assessment Rubric (page 4) is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to many of the activities in our resource. The Comprehension Quiz (page 31) can be used for either a follow-up review or assessment at the completion of the unit.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
• Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handouts
• Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
• Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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Bloom’s Taxonomy

Our resource is an effective tool for any GEOGRAPHY PROGRAM.








	
Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in our resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension and understanding of important geography concepts. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, and using language at a remedial level, information and questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but move beyond this to understand the text and concepts through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of application, analysis, synthesis and evaluation, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, attaining a greater understanding of concepts, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

Our resource, therefore, is an effective tool for any Geography program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, our resource provides teachers with essential information and questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest, creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.
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BLOOM’S TAXONOMY: 
6 LEVELS OF THINKING


*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.






 

Vocabulary



• hemisphere • latitude • longitude • equator • geographer • absolute 
• habitable • exact • relative • location • links • continent • feature • coast 
• access • trade • aboriginal • coral reef • desert • mountain • interactions 
• physical • characteristic • adapt • decades • vegetation • warrens • species 
• extinct • environment • spectacular • threats • rural • urban • transportation 
• subway • monorail • remote • impassable • ferries • products • Outback 
• communication • unique
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Australia – Location










	1.
	Use a dictionary or an atlas to find the meaning of each of the following words. Write the meaning in the box below the word. Then, match the meaning to the illustration which correctly shows that definition.



	 
	










	coast
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	 A 



	habitable
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	 B 



	island
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	 C 



	latitude
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	 D 

















	2.
	On the map, color Australia in green. Show the equator as a red line.
	[image: Images]
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Australia – Location
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When we want to know where a place is, we can ask for directions or perhaps look at a map. Someone answering our question will probably tell us the location of a place by describing the things around it and the things that connect it to other places. This kind of description is called relative location. How do we describe the location of a place on a map? We can describe exactly where a place is by giving its absolute location. On a map, we can do this by looking at where lines of latitude and longitude cross.

Australia is the world’s smallest habitable continent. It is made up of the large island of Australia, and several surrounding islands, including Tasmania. Even so, it is difficult to accurately describe its exact location. Why? It is because the eastern coast of New Zealand is more than 4 000 miles away from Australia’s western coast! It is easier to describe Australia’s relative location by looking at those features and places around it.

Many interesting features help us describe Australia’s relative location. Australia is in the southern hemisphere, south of the Equator. Since Australia is an island, it is surrounded by water. The Pacific Ocean lies to the east, and the Indian Ocean to the west and south. To the north are three smaller bodies of water called the Arafura Sea, the Gulf of Carpentaria, and the Torres Strait. To the northeast is a part of the Pacific Ocean known as the Coral Sea. These bodies of water provide links between Australia and other parts of the globe. To the north and northwest are the islands of Indonesia and to the south is Antarctica.
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	How can we best describe Australia’s location?
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Australia – Location










	1.
	Match left to right to show your understanding of absolute and relative location. You must match each box to two examples.



	 
	









	




	
absolute
location





	 
	Describes location by using latitude and longitude to give a place’s exact location
	 
	 A 



	 
	Tasmania is south of Australia, west of New Zealand, in the Tasman Sea.
	 
	 B 



	




	
relative
location





	 
	Perth is found at 31°S latitude and 115°E longitude.
	 
	 C 



	 
	Describes the location of a place by using the features around it
	 
	 D 


















	2.
	Circle the word TRUE if the statement is true. Circle the word FALSE if it’s false.



	 
	a)
	On a map, we can find absolute location using latitude and longitude.



	 
	 
	     TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	b)
	Australia is the world’s smallest habitable continent.



	 
	 
	     TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	c)
	Australia is in the northern hemisphere.



	 
	 
	     TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	d)
	The Indian Ocean is to the west and south of Australia.



	 
	 
	     TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	e)
	The island of New Guinea is considered part of the continent of Australia.



	 
	 
	     TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	f)
	Seas and oceans provide links to other continents.



	 
	 
	     TRUE
	FALSE
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Australia – Location


Answer each question with a complete sentence.







	3.
	Why is it difficult to describe a continent’s exact location?




	 
	




	4.
	Which major bodies of water surround South America?




	 
	







  Research and Applications  







	5.
	New Zealand is often included as a part of the continent of Australia. Find New Zealand on a map. Using the features around it, describe its relative location.
	




	 
	




	 
	












	6.
	Many atlases list the exact locations of the world’s major cities using latitude and longitude. Using an atlas, find the exact location of ten Australian cities of your choice. For this activity, you may also include cities in New Zealand. Make a chart like this to help you organize the information you find. One has been done for you.














	 
	City Name
	Hemisphere (give two)
	Exact Location
	Country



	 
	Brisbane
	southern and eastern
	27°N latitude
153°E longitude
	Australia












	7.
	Think about the location of your school. What is its number, its street, its city, and its state? What things do you find around it?



	 
	 



	 
	Describe your school in two ways. Give its exact location. Give its relative location. How are the two descriptions the same? How are they different? Share your descriptions with a friend.
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Australia – Place







	1.
	You be the teacher! Someone has matched the word on the left to the definition on the right. Are they correct? If yes, mark it correct with a check mark in the box beside each. If no, write an X in the box and correct the work by drawing a red arrow to the correct definition. You may use an atlas or a dictionary to help.
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	wildlife
	[image: images]
	An underwater area of sharp edges made from the skeletons of dead coral
	A
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	aboriginal people
	A word that is used to describe the animals that live in a place
	B
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	desert
	[image: images]
	A large steep hill, often rocky or tree-covered, that is often thousands of feet above ground level
	C
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	mountain
	[image: images]
	People who have lived in a place since earliest times
	D
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	coral reef
	An area of land that is dry or sandy, that receives little or no rainfall
	E












	2.
	What do you already know about Australia? Use the web to show what you know.
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Australia – Place
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When we try to understand and describe a place, we need to find things that are unique. Which features make Australia unique? Perhaps it is the unusual wildlife we find there, from kangaroos, to great white sharks, to koalas and wombats. Maybe its physical characteristics make it unique. Perhaps it might be the aboriginal peoples of Australia, where they live, and the many languages that they speak. Each of these features helps describe Australia as a place.

Most of Australia’s important cities can be found along its southeastern ocean coasts. Adelaide, Melbourne, Brisbane, and Sydney are some of these cities. Perth is found on the western coast. If you look at a physical map, these cities seem to form a line around the edges of the continent. Hobart, a city on the island of Tasmania, is also found on the coast. All of these cities developed where they are because they had easy access to transportation by sea and trade with other continents.

Australia has many physical characteristics. There are rainforests along the northeastern coasts. There are vast deserts throughout the Outback, and tall mountains, and deep valleys in the Great Divide and the Australian Alps. The tallest mountain in Australia is Mount Kosciusko, and the largest desert is the Great Victoria Desert. Two large rivers, the Murray and the Darling, stretch from the Outback to the sea. The world’s largest coral reef, the Great Barrier Reef, is found along Australia’s northeast coast. New Zealand and Tasmania also have many unique characteristics. Did you know that there are several volcanoes on New Zealand’s North Island?
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	What are some of Australia’s physical characteristics?
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Australia – Place










	1.
	Put a check mark ([image: Images]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	The tallest mountain in Australia is ___________________.



	 
	 
	[image: img]
	A
	Torres
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	B
	Kosciusko
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	C
	Darling
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	D
	Sydney



	 
	b)
	Murray is the name of a ___________________.
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	A
	river
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	B
	coast
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	C
	mountain
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	D
	city



	 
	c)
	An unusual example of Australian wildlife is ________________________.
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	A
	the koala
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	B
	the wombat
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	C
	the kangaroo
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	D
	all of the above













	2.
	a)
	Circle those things that geographers use to describe place.













	 
	automobiles
	ships
	languages spoken
	wildlife



	 
	where people live
	mountains
	physical characteristics
	valleys











	 
	b)
	Using the words that you have circled, write a short paragraph describing what is meant by the word place. You may look back at the reading for ideas as well.
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Australia – Place








	 
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	3.
	Why did most of Australia’s major cities develop where they did?



	 
	




	4.
	What are some of Australia’s physical characteristics?



	 
	







Research







	5.
	The aboriginal people of Australia have a long and very interesting history. Research the aboriginal people of Australia using a chart like the one below to collect information.













	 
	Facts about aboriginal customs and environment

	Facts about aboriginal art

	Facts about aboriginal music

	Facts about aboriginal language




	 
	        

	        

	        

	        











	6.
	Because it is an island continent, there are many unique wildlife species in Australia. Try to find at least one unique example of each of the following kinds of wildlife. You may also choose to include as many species examples as you can.














	 
	Type of Wildlife

	Species Name

	Appearance

	Habitat

	Food




	 
	mammal

	

	

	

	




	 
	bird

	

	

	

	




	 
	reptile

	

	

	

	




	 
	fish

	

	

	

	




	 
	insect or spider
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Human/Environment Interactions








	1.
	People interact with their environment each day. Sometimes we do things that leave the environment unchanged. Sometimes we do things that harm the environment. Sometimes we do things that renew the environment. Sometimes we do things that protect the environment. Read each example below, and decide how it affects the environment. Color in the box that shows your answer.














	 
	 
	 
	unchanged
	harmful
	renews
	protects



	 
	a)
	recycling
	[image: Images]
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	[image: Images]



	 
	b)
	littering
	[image: Images]
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	[image: Images]



	 
	c)
	planting trees
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	[image: Images]



	 
	d)
	hiking in the woods
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	e)
	using clean gasoline
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	f)
	creating wildlife sanctuaries
	[image: Images]
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	g)
	pouring chemicals down the drain
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	h)
	killing endangered animals
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	2.
	Choose one of the items in the above list and describe your answer in complete sentences. Explain why you chose the box that you did.
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Human/Environment Interactions


[image: Images]

Learning about how people affect the environment around them means learning about human and environmental interactions. There are many things that we do that affect our environment. We recycle paper to save trees, but sometimes we harm the habitats of animals with pollution. We work to protect endangered species, but some people continue to kill them. Sometimes we introduce a kind of animal or insect into a place where it did not live before, and this has a bad effect on the environment. When an environment is harsh or changing, we must often adapt to our environment to survive.

One famous human and environmental interaction in Australia occurred when some rabbits were brought from England and released into the wild. These rabbits had many babies, and they spread throughout the continent. Within a few decades, there were millions of rabbits in Australia because no animals were their natural enemies. The rabbits changed the landscape because they ate so much vegetation that winds and water blew and washed away the soil in many places. Rabbit holes and warrens were everywhere! They also became serious pests because they ate crops and the natural vegetation other animals needed to survive. Many scientists believe that some Australian species became extinct because of the rabbits and all the food they ate! There was not enough food left for them to eat!
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	How did rabbits from England hurt Australia’s environment?



	




	







The Great Barrier Reef in the Coral Sea is so spectacular that it is a World Heritage Site. That means that people have decided to protect it from destruction. It contains many rare kinds of fish, and a variety of turtles, sharks, and other unusual sea creatures. Australians work to protect the reef from damage caused by ships, too much fishing, and pollution. Their efforts have had a positive effect on the wildlife that lives on the coral reefs.
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Human/Environment Interactions







	1.
	Fill in the blank with a word from the list.













	 England
	interactions
	coral reef
	protect
	vegetation



	  extinct
	rabbits
	millions
	enemies
	decades




Many human and environmental [image: Images] have occurred in Australia. One destructive interaction happened when [image: Images] from [image: Images] were introduced without any natural [image: Images]. Within a few [image: Images] there were [image: Images] of rabbits in Australia, eating as much [image: Images] as they could! These rabbits have been blamed for causing some Australian species to become [image: Images]. The Great Barrier Reef is a [image: Images] that has been named a World Heritage Site so people will take special care to [image: Images] it from destruction.








	2.
	Which word matches the definition? Color the arrow that points to the correct word. You may use either the reading or a dictionary to help find your answers.













	warren
	[image: Images]
	

	 A 
	The many tunnels and hiding places in a rabbit’s home
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	decade



	endangered
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	 B 
	The word used to describe a species that no longer exists
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	extinct



	environment
	[image: Images]
	

	 C 
	The land, air, and water in a particular area
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	species
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Human/Environment Interactions








	 
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	3.
	What are some positive human and environmental interactions? (Re-read the first paragraph!)



	 
	




	4.
	What are some negative human and environmental interactions? (Re-read the first paragraph!)



	 
	








Research







	5.
	Using the Undersea Organizer on the next page, research and collect facts about the Great Barrier Reef. Look for information on the following topics:











	characteristics
	size
	location



	water temperature
	species
	human threats to it










	 
	Present your information to the class by sharing your organizer.










	6.
	What kinds of programs does your school, town, or city have that were chosen because they help protect the environment? Circle one of these areas to research.













	 
	my school
	my neighborhood
	my town
	my city










	 
	Complete a chart like the one below to help you collect your information. Share your chart with the class.











	 
	My __________’s Programs

	How they help protect the environment
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Undersea Organizer







	 
	Use this organizer to record information about the Great Barrier Reef.
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Australia – Movement








	1.
	 
	Match the word to its definition and then to the correct illustration.  You may use an atlas or a dictionary  to help.



	 
	 
	







	communication
	rural
	transportation



	An area outside a city. The country is an example. There are fewer people and  services than in a city,  and they are spread out across wide areas of land.
	The sharing of ideas through many different ways, such as through speech, printed words, signals, sign language, and images.
	The word used todescribe how humansmove themselves andother items from placeto place.  It includesthe vehicles we use  and the things they travel on (air, water, roads, etc.).



	[image: images]
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	 A 
	 B 
	 C 














	2.
	 
	Think about how you, other people, things, and ideas move from place to place.  Beside each example below, write as many different ways as you can think of for moving in that way.



	 
	 
	







	Going to work
	[image: images]
	







	 
	 
	







	Going to school
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	Traveling to another country
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	Traveling to the International Space Station
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	Sharing important news
	[image: images]
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Australia – Movement


[image: Images]Besides maps, geographers study how people, ideas, and products move from place to place. This is called movement. In Australia, people travel to work, to school, or to recreational activities. Vehicles also deliver the products that people use in their homes. People in Australia make telephone calls, write letters, watch TV, and surf the Internet looking for information. Radios and newspapers help spread news and opinions.

Australians rely on many different forms of transportation. Unlike other large cities around the world, Australian cities have no subway systems. Instead, trains, buses, and light rapid transit trains help people get from place to place. In Sydney, there is even a monorail! Cars, motorcycles, and motor scooters are also used each day. Like other island countries, all land vehicles drive on the left side of the road. Trains and trucks are used to carry products throughout the continent.

People in Australia also travel by plane or by ship. In some cities like Sydney, ferries are used to help people cross the harbor. Australia’s many coastal ports provide links to other continents for travel, vacations, and trade.
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	On which forms of transportation do Australians rely?



	




	




	





Many people think that much of the Australian Outback is wild and difficult to get to. In some cases this is true, because some desert or mountain regions are impassable by ground vehicles. However, railways and highways do cross the Outback, although not in very large numbers. In some remote or rural areas, the highways are not even paved! Small airplanes and helicopters fly tourists into remote areas. Four-wheel drive vehicles make passage through remote areas easier. Also, trains carry people to stations scattered throughout the continent.
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Australia – Movement










	1.
	Circle the word TRUE if the statement is true. Circle the word FALSE if it’s false.



	 
	a)
	Sydney relies on a subway to move people around the city.



	 
	 
	   TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	b)
	All highways in Australia are paved.



	 
	 
	   TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	c)
	One form of transportation in Sydney is the monorail.



	 
	 
	   TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	d)
	Cars, motorcycles, and motor scooters are other forms of transportation used every day in Australia.



	 
	 
	   TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	e)
	All vehicles drive on the right hand side of the road in Australia.



	 
	 
	   TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	f)
	Some desert and mountain regions are impassable by land vehicles.



	 
	 
	   TRUE
	FALSE



	 
	g)
	In Sydney, ferries carry people across the ocean.



	 
	 
	   TRUE
	FALSE













	2.
	 
	How do you use these things for communication? Explain in a few sentences giving examples of when and how you have used them.



	 
	 
	







	 
	telephone
	



	 
	 
	



	 
	television
	



	 
	 
	



	 
	letter writing
	



	 
	 
	



	 
	Internet
	



	 
	 
	

















	[image: Images]
	[image: Images]




Australia – Movement








	 
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.




	3.
	How do people get across the Outback?




	 
	




	4.
	Trains are very important in Australia.  Have you ever been on a train?  If yes, describe where you were going, and what the train was like.  Interview your teacher to find out about his or her experiences with trains.




	 
	




	 
	










Research and Applications







	5.
	Research one of Australia’s largest ports. Here are some of them:



	         Sydney         Brisbane         Hobart         Adelaid         Melbourne




	       Copy the web below into your notebook. Find information that completes the web.
       Share your facts with a friend and your class.
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	6.
	Sydney is unique in Australia because it has a monorail in the downtown part of the city.  Research this monorail system and share your findings with your class.  Use these 5W questions as a guide:



	         What is a monorail?  Where is it in Sydney?  Why was it built?




	         When was it built?  Who rides it?
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Australia – Regions







	1.
	If you were planning to write a guide book about several rooms in your school, how would you describe each room?



	 
	Think about these things:


	
                 size     characteristics      how and why people use it




	 
	In the box beside each special room’s name, give details about that room in your school.  Share your “My School’s Three Special Rooms” work with a small group of friends.











	 
	the gym
	 



	 
	the library
	 



	 
	_________
  (choice)
	 











	2.
	Which languages are spoken by the members of your class when they go home? Which languages are spoken at your school?  Ask five friends, and list their answers in your notebook, or on a separate sheet of paper.
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Australia – Regions

[image: Images]Many interesting things can be seen all over Australia. For instance, Australia has many different regions. Regions are areas of land that can be either large or small, and are described by the features that make each unique. Things like mountains or a rainforest help make a region unique. These are called physical characteristics. A region can also be described by the languages that people speak there. Geographers are interested in regions because regions can change over time.

One of the most famous regions in Australia is the Outback. The Outback forms much of central Australia, and is actually made up of many smaller regions. Very few people live there, because there are deserts and other dry areas, and rough, difficult landscapes. Tourist sites like Uluru, also known as Ayers Rock, the world’s largest rock, and towns like Alice Springs, are far from other cities. Famous places in the Outback include the Great Sandy Desert, the below sea level Lake Eyre, and a long mountain range called the Great Divide. The Outback is a remote region, filled with many unique plants and animals. Australia’s aboriginal peoples can also be found in many areas of the Outback, as well as in Australia’s urban areas. There are many different languages spoken, and the culture is rich in stories, art, and music.








	[image: img]

	Describe the Australian Outback.



	




	





One of Australia’s most famous regions isn’t on land at all. It is in the sea! The Great Barrier Reef is a large area of coral reefs on Australia’s northeast coast. The body of water around it is known as the Coral Sea. The Great Barrier Reef is made of the skeletons of dead sea animals like coral. There are many places with very clear water that are home to many kinds of fish. Sharks are found throughout the Great Barrier Reef. Although it can be a dangerous place to people and ships, many tourists travel to Australia to see this unique region.
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Australia – Regions







	1.
	Think of the regions mentioned in the reading. Match the feature to the region using arrows.  The first has been done for you.











	 
	[image: images]
	a) dry, desert area
b) under water
c) clear water
d) rough landscape
e) coral
f) Lake Eyre, below sea level
g) tourists visit the warm waters
h) aboriginal people
i) Alice Springs
j) tourists visit Uluru
k) remote region
















	2.
	Put a check mark ([image: Images]) next to the answer that is most correct.



	 
	a)
	Uluru is the name of a______________.



	 
	 
	[image: images]
	A
	town



	 
	 
	[image: images]
	B
	language



	 
	 
	[image: images]
	C
	plant



	 
	 
	[image: images]
	D
	rock



	 
	b)
	Lake Eyre is_____________.



	 
	 
	[image: images]
	A
	above sea level
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	B
	at sea level
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	C
	below sea leve
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	D
	in a city
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Australia – Regions








	 
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	3.
	Why do very few people live in the Outback of Australia?



	 
	




	4.
	Which features are used to describe a region?  Give examples.



	 
	








Research and Extensions







	5.
	Many farm animals are raised throughout Australia.  Perhaps the most important are sheep.  Sheep are an important animal for many people in Australia, from farmers to people who export food to other countries.  Find out all that you can about sheep in Australia.  Look for information about the history of sheep in Australia, as well as their importance now.  Please also find the regions of the continent in which they are raised.  You may wish to present your sheep facts as a display, as a brochure or booklet, or as a Power Point presentation.



	 
	Here are some questions to get you started:



	        In which regions of Australia are sheep raised?
        How many kinds of sheep are there?
        What must a modern shepherd do each day?



	 
	 



	6.
	Interesting places can be found throughout Australia.  One of the most interesting is Uluru, also known as Ayers Rock.  Research Uluru, finding answers to the questions below.  When you are finished, present your Uluru facts as a display, as a brochure or booklet, or as a Power Point presentation.  You may also wish to create a model of the great rock.



	         Where is Uluru?                                What is it made of?




	         How big is Uluru?                              How old is Uluru?




	         Where does its name come from?    Who visits Uluru?




	 
	 



	7.
	Look at the Australia’s Regions Organizer on the next page.  Follow the instructions to complete the chart.  You will need to do some research for this activity.
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Australia’s Regions Organizer

Use this organizer to record information about Australia’s regions.
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Crossword Puzzle!









	





	Word List




	
equator
islands
aboriginal
negative
extinct
kangaroo
movement
unique
south
cross
reef
habitable
absolute
east
remote
outback
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	  Across    



	2

	It is difficult to describe where a continent is by using _____ location




	4

	_____ describes how people, products and ideas move from place to place




	6

	The Great Barrier _____ is one of Australia’s unique features




	9

	The damage caused by rabbits from England is an example of ______ interaction.




	10

	The damage caused by rabbits from England is an example of a _____ human




	11

	A species is ______ when it no longer exists




	12

	The Pacific Ocean is _____ of Australia




	14

	Absolute location is described by where the lines of latitude and longitude _____




	15

	A region is an area of land with ____ features






	  Down    



	1

	Some areas of Australia are so ______ that highways are not even paved




	2

	Some of Australia’s _____ peoples live in the Outback




	3

	Australia is _____ of the equator




	5

	Imaginary line running east-west around the middle of the Earth




	7

	Australia is the world’s smallest _____ continent




	8

	An unusual example of Australian wildlife is the ____




	13

	Oceania is a group of many small _____ east and northeast of Australia
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Wordsearch

Find all of the words in the Word Search. Words may be horizontal, vertical, or diagonal. A few may even be backwards! Look carefully!










	Australia

	ferry

	endangered

	characteristics




	habitable

	Outback

	vegetation

	trade




	aboriginal

	sharks

	geographer

	adapt




	wildlife

	latitude

	impassable

	species




	environment

	coast

	language

	monorail




	warren

	airport

	longitude

	remote




	coral reef

	desert

	wombats

	culture
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Comprehension Quiz

Part A


	[image: Images]
















	
Circle the word TRUE if the statement is true. Circle the word FALSE if it’s false.
	



	 
	     TRUE
	 
	FALSE
	 
	a) Australia is in the southern hemisphere.
	[image: images]



	 
	     TRUE
	 
	FALSE
	 
	b) The Pacific Ocean is to the west of Australia.
	 



	 
	     TRUE
	 
	FALSE
	 
	c) Australia’s Outback has many deserts.
	 



	 
	     TRUE
	 
	FALSE
	 
	d) Lake Eyre is below sea level.
	 



	 
	     TRUE
	 
	FALSE
	 
	e) There are no subways in Australia’s cities.
	 



	 
	     TRUE
	 
	FALSE
	 
	f) Hobart is on the island of Tasmania.
	 



	 
	     TRUE
	 
	FALSE
	 
	g) Rabbits have helped the natural environment of Australia.
	 



	 
	     TRUE
	 
	FALSE
	 
	h) The word rural describes an area in the country or a remote area.
	 









	
Part B
	












	Label the map by doing the following:
	[image: images]
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	1.
	Show the following features on the map by writing the letter on the map in the correct location.







	






	 
	
a) Indian Ocean

b) Pacific Ocean

c) Australia

d) Tasmania

e) New Guinea








	2.  Color the equator red.









	 
	SUBTOTAL:     /14
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Comprehension Quiz

Part C

Answer the questions in complete sentences.









	1.

	What is the difference between absolute location and relative location? As an example, describe Australia’s relative location.

	
	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	2.

	How do we describe place? Describe Australia as a place.

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	3.

	Describe what is meant by human and environment interactions. Explain how the introduction of rabbits caused so much damage to Australia.

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	4.

	What do we mean by movement in geography? Give one example of transportation and one of communication.

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	5.

	What is a region? Describe the Outback as a region.

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 











	 
	SUBTOTAL:     /16















	
   1.    

coast (D) – the part of the land that touches the sea

habitable (C) – a place that is good for people to live in

habitable (C) – a place that is good for people to live in

latitude (B) – lines we have drawn on a globe or map to show location north or south of the equator

   2.    

[image: Images]

The equator is the dark horizontal line. Australia is shaded.


	
Using relative location because it is so large (i.e. west of Pacific Ocean, east of Indian Ocean, etc.)

 8 



   1.    

absolute

location – A, C

 

relative

location – A, C

 

   2.    

a)  T 

b)  T 

c)  F 

d)  T 

e)  T 

 

f)  T 


	
   3.    

It is too vast to use latitude and longitude to pinpoint an exact location where these lines cross

   4.    

Indian Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Coral Sea, etc.

 

   5.    

Possible answers: east of Australia, north of Antarctica, in the Pacific Ocean, etc.

 

   6.    

Answers will vary

 

 

 

 

 

 

   7.    

Answers will vary


	
   1.    

[image: Images]  wildlife

[image: Images]  aboriginal people – D

[image: Images]  desert – E

[image: Images]  mountain – C

[image: Images]  coral reef – A

 

 

   2.    

Answers will vary

 

 11 



Possible answers: deserts, mountains, coral reef off shore, rivers, etc.


	
   1.    

a) [image: Images] B

 

 

b) [image: Images] A

 

 

c) [image: Images] D

   2.    

 

 

a) Circle: wildlife, languages spoken, where people live, mountains, physical characteristics, valleys

b) Answers will vary


	
[image: Images]

   3.    

They developed on the coasts for trade and transportation

   4.    

Deserts, mountains, coral reefs, etc.

 

 

   5.    

Answers will vary

 

 

   6.    

Possible species:
mammal: kangaroo
bird: emu
reptile: goanna
fish: butterflyfish
spider: Australian lungless spider




	 7 

	 9 

	 10 

	 12 

	 13 

	 14 
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   1.    

Answers may vary, but these are the best answers for each:

a) protects

b) harmful

c) renews

d) unchanged

e) protects

f) protects

g) harmful

h) harmful

   2.    

Answers will vary

 15 



The rabbits caused soil to be blown or washed away because they ate too much vegetation; may have caused extinction of some species by eating their food.


	
   1.    

a) interactions

b) rabbits

c) England

d) enemies

e) decades

f) millions

g) vegetation

h) extinct

i) coral reef

j) protect

 

   2.    

 A    warren

 

 B    extinct

 

 C    environment


	
   3.    

Possible answers: recycle paper, protect endangered animals, etc.

   4.    

Possible answers: harm animal habitats, hunt and kill endangered animals, etc.

 

   5.    

Answers will vary

 

 

   6.    

Answers will vary


	
   1.    

communication (B) – The sharing of ideas...

rural (C) – An area outsid...

transportation (A) The word used...

 

 

 

 

   2.    

Answers will vary


	
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Possible answers: trains, cars, monorail, ferries, planes, trucks, etc.


	
   1.    

a)  F 

b)  F 

c)  T 

d)  T 

 

e)  F 

f)  T 

g)  F 

 

   2.    

Answers will vary




	 16 

	 17 

	 18 

	 20 

	 21 

	 22 

















	
   3.    

Possible answers:
train
car
airplane

 

   4.    

Answers will vary

 

 

 

 

   5.    

Answers will vary

 

 

 

 

   6.    

Possible answers:
monorail – a single rail train,
in Sydney – in a downtown shopping area, etc.


	
   1.    

Answers will vary

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   2.    

Answers will vary


	
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Possible answers: Few people, deserts, dry and rough landscapes, aboriginal peoples live there, etc.


	
   1.    

 

Outback
a, d, f, h, i, j, k

 

 

Great Barrier Reef
b, c, e, g

 

 

 

 

   2.    

a) [image: Images] D

 

 

b) [image: Images] C


	
   3.    

A remote area, some parts impassable, few paved roads, deserts and mountains, etc.

   4.    

Geographers look at physical characteristics, languages spoken, and where and how people live.

   5.    

Answers will vary depending upon choices and resources used.

 

 

   6.    

Possible answers: Five miles to walk around it; red sandstone; in the Northern Territory; many tourists visit it; thousands of years old; etc.

   7.    

Answers will vary based on resources used


	
[image: Images]

Across:

2.   absolute

4.   movement

6.   Reef

9.   Outback

10. negative

11. extinct

12. east

14. cross

15. unique

 

 

Down:

1.   remote

2.   aboriginal

3.   south

5.   equator

7.   habitable

8.   kangaroo

13. islands




	 23 

	 24 

	 25 

	 26 

	 27 

	 29 
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Word Search Answers

[image: Images]

 

 

 


	
 Part A 

a)  T 

b)  F 

c)  T 

d)  T 

e)  T 

f)  T 

g)  F 

h)  T 

 Part B 

[image: Images]


	
 Part C 

1. Possible answers:
Absolute – a place’s exact location using latitude and longitude
Relative – a place’s location describing the features around it, and the connections it has to other places
Australia – west of the Pacific Ocean, east of the Indian Ocean, south of New Guinea, in the southern hemisphere

2. Possible answers:
deserts, mountains, remote, unique animals, cities

3. Possible answers:
Rabbits multiplied rapidly and could not be controlled; they caused soil to be blown or washed away because they ate too much vegetation; may have caused extinction of some species by eating their food.

4. Possible answers:
How people, ideas, and products are moved from place to place (i.e. trains, planes, cars, ships, bus, bicycle, e-mail, radio, television, Internet, telephone)

5. Possible answers:
Region – an area of land, either large or small, described by: physical characteristics, vegetation, language
Outback – few people, dry, rough, desert, remote, home to many of Australia’s aboriginal peoples




	 30 

	 31 

	 32 
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