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	Student’s Name: _________

	Assignment: __________

	Level: ________















	 

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4

	 



	Understanding
Concepts.

	Demonstrates a limited
understanding of the concepts. Requires teacher intervention.

	Demonstrates a basic
understanding of the concepts.

	Demonstrates a good
understanding of the concepts.

	Demonstrates
a thorough understanding of the concepts.

	 



	Response to the
Text

	Expresses responses
to the text with limited effectiveness, inconsistently supported by proof from the text

	Expresses responses
to the text with some effectiveness, supported by some proof from the text

	Expresses responses
to the text with appropriate skills, supported with appropriate proof

	Expresses thorough
and complete responses to the text, supported by concise and effective proof from the text

	 



	Analysis & Application of Concepts

	Interprets and applies
various concepts in the text with few, unrelated details and incorrect analysis

	Interprets and applies
various concepts in the text with some detail, but with some inconsistent analysis

	Interprets and applies
various concepts in the text with appropriate detail and analysis

	Effectively interprets
and applies various concepts in the text with consistent, clear and effective detail and analysis

	 












	STRENGTHS:
	WEAKNESSES:
	NEXT STEPS:
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Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.
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Introduction

This resource provides ready-to-use
information and activities for remedial students in grades five to eight. Written to grade and using simplified language and vocabulary, social studies concepts are presented in a way that makes them more accessible to students and easier to understand. Comprised of reading passages, student activities and overhead transparencies, our resource can be used effectively for whole-class, small group and independent work..

How Is Our Resource Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Reading passages and activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) make up the majority of our resource. The reading passages present important grade-appropriate
information and concepts related to the topic. Embedded in each passage are one or more questions that ensure students understand what they have read.

For each reading passage there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

•   The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make connections between what they know and what they will learn. Important concepts and vocabulary from the chapters are also presented.

•   The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ comprehension of the concepts presented in the reading passage and extend their learning. Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the reading passage through creative and evaluative short-answer questions, research, and extension activities.

Writing Tasks are included to further develop students’ thinking skills and understanding of the concepts. The Assessment Rubric (page 4) is a useful tool for evaluating students’ responses to many of the activities in our resource. The Comprehension Quiz (page 48) can be used for either a follow-up review or assessment at the completion of the unit.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.
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	Teacher Guide
•   Information and tools for the teacher
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	Student Handouts
•   Reproducible worksheets and activities
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	Easy Marking™ Answer Key
•   Answers for student activities








EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as shown, and see how every question matches up with its answer!
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Bloom’s Taxonomy

Our resource is an effective tool for any SOCIAL STUDIES PROGRAM.







	
Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension

The activities in our resource engage and build the full
range of thinking skills that are essential for students’ reading comprehension and understanding of important social studies concepts. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, and using language at a remedial level, information and questions are given that challenge students to not only recall what they have read, but move beyond this to understand the text and concepts through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills of application, analysis, synthesis and evaluation, students become active readers, drawing more meaning from the text, attaining a greater understanding of concepts, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

Our resource, therefore, is an effective tool for any Social Studies program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or adapted to meet individual student needs, our resource provides teachers with essential information and questions to ask, inspiring students’ interest, creativity, and promoting meaningful learning.

	[image: Images]


BLOOM’S TAXONOMY: 6 LEVELS OF THINKING


*Bloom’s Taxonomy is a widely used tool by educators for classifying learning objectives, and is based on the work of Benjamin Bloom.






 

Vocabulary




• authority • leader • necessary • rights • defend • common good • legislate • enforce • conflicts •
 security • dictatorship • anarchy • monarchy • absolute • representative • constitutional • democracy
• liberty • constitution • amendment • supreme law • citizen • Founding Fathers • executive
 • legislative • judiciary • ratify • popular • sovereignty • Senate • Congress • House of Representatives
 • cabinet • president • vice-president • Supreme Court • separation • justices • veto • system
 • agencies • override • reprieve • pardon • impeach • resign • purpose • debate • sponsor • propose
 • clerk • hopper • committee • approve • majority • electors • candidate • requirement • political party
 • campaign • election • nominate • presides • consecutive • Democrat • Republican
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What Is Government?









	1.
	Use a straight line to match each word to its meaning. Use a dictionary to help.












	rights
	
	able to control someone or something
	 A 



	leader
	
	the person or people who make the rules or laws for everyone else
	 B 



	power
	
	to create or pass laws
	 C 



	authority
	
	to make or keep safe from danger, attack, or harm
	 D 



	legislate
	
	one who is in charge or in command of others
	 E 



	enforce
	
	something that is due to a person or government by law, tradition, or nature
	 F 



	defend
	
	the power that someone has because of custom, law, or consent of those being governed
	 G 



	government
	
	to command obedience to
	 H 











	2.
	Complete each sentence with the correct term from the list. Use a dictionary to help.











	security
	conflict
	consent
	common good
	necessary
















	 
	a)
	A system of government is__________________to keep order in society.



	 
	b)
	When two people or two countries disagree about something, they have a_______________about it.



	 
	c)
	A government that looks out for the well-being of all its citizens works for the__________________of everyone in the country.



	 
	d)
	Giving your approval is another way of saying that you give your________________________.



	 
	e)
	A government should provide for the safety or___________________of its citizens.
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What Is Government?


[image: Images]Each nation in the world has some form of government. The person or group of people who makes the rules or laws for everyone else is called a government. This person or group has the power or authority to do this. The leader or leaders of a government are the ones who take charge and make plans. Leaders can be chosen by the people or they can use force to take charge. There are many kinds of governments in the world.

Why Do We Need Governments?

Imagine what life would be like if there were no rules. People could do or say anything they wanted. They could take your things or hurt you and no one would punish them. Now think what a country full of people would be like with no rules or laws. This isn’t a pleasant thought, is it? A government is necessary to protect our rights.

A government should defend or keep its citizens safe. Doing this is called looking out for the common good of the people. Governments legislate or make and enforce laws to make sure all the people are treated fairly and with dignity. Sometimes two or more countries have conflicts or disagreements with each other that may even lead to a war.
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	Why do you think people need some kind of government? Give at least three reasons.
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What Is Government?







	1.
	Fill in each blank with the correct term from the list. Some terms will be left over.



	
	











	rights
	leader
	power
	authority
	legislate
	enforce
	necessary



	defend
	government
	security
	conflicts
	consent
	common good

















	
Suppose you want to start a brand new country. Your first step would be to make sure of the people’s safety or[image: Images]. To do this, you would need to appoint the person or group of people who would make the rules or laws for everyone else. This group is also called the [image: Images].

Governments are [image: Images] to keep order in society. They provide a system of rules or laws to follow when people have disagreements or [image: Images] with each other. The [image: Images] of this country is the one who is in charge or in command of all the others. This person in charge will have the [image: Images] or power to give orders to other members of the government. Everyone in the government should work for the [image: Images] or well-being of all of the citizens. Some of the citizens will [image: Images], or keep from danger, the rest of the people. Hopefully, this country of yours will be successful.














	2.
	
	Why do you think it is very important to make sure that all of the citizens of a country are safe?



	
	
	




	3.
	
	If two countries have a conflict with each other, name two ways they can resolve or settle it.



	
	
	




	4.
	
	How are those who serve in the government selected in your country?
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Kinds of Governments







	1.
	Complete each sentence with a term from the list. Use a dictionary to help you.



	
	







	dictatorship
	anarchy
	absolute monarchy
	direct democracy



	constitutional monarchy
	 representative democracy
















	 
	a)
	____________________ exists when a nation has no government at all.



	 
	b)
	A(n) ___________________ is a form of government with a ruler who inherits the position, rules for life, and holds all power.



	 
	c)
	In a __________________, the supreme power is held by all the people and is used by them directly.



	 
	d)
	In a __________________, all power is held by one person who may use force.



	 
	e)
	In a ___________________, voters choose their government representatives.



	 
	f)
	In a ___________________, the power of the ruler or monarch is limited by law.













	2.
	Write down each kind of government in the correct box. Use the word list from Question 1 above.



	
	














	
	
	a) Total rule by one person, usually a king or queen
____________
	b) All citizens take part in suggesting and making laws
____________
	c) Voters choose representatives to act in their interests
____________



	
	
	d) Exists when a leader rules with absolute power, usually by force
____________
	e) Exists when a nation has no person or group in charge, and people can do anything they wish
____________
	f) Government lead by a monarch whose power is limited by law
____________
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Kinds of Governments

When we study the countries of the world we find that each one has some kind of government. The government of a country is the person or group of people who makes the rules or laws for everyone else. Governments can be set up in many different ways.

Governments set limits for the people. The first job of a government is to protect the people’s rights. If there were no government, people could say and do anything they wished. This would be called anarchy.

The laws of a government tell how much power the ruler or leader has. These laws should also insure that all the people are treated in a fair and respectful manner.
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	What do you think? In an anarchy, people can do or say anything they wish to another person. Do you think this would be a good situation? Why or why not?




	





There are about 200 different countries in the world. Not all of them have the same type of government. Here are some of the main kinds of governments:









	GOVERNMENT
	HOW IT WORKS



	Absolute
monarchy
	- Total rule by one person who makes all the laws for all the people
- Usually, the ruler is called a king or queen
- Only a few nations in the world have absolute monarchies



	Constitutional
monarchy
	- A form of government where the power of the ruler or monarch is limited by law
- The government is usually made up of representatives elected by the people
- There are many constitutional monarchies today



	Dictatorship
	- A country whose leader rules with absolute power, usually by force
- Some dictatorships still exist today



	Direct
democracy
	- A system of government in which all the citizens take part in suggesting and making the laws
- The ancient city-state of Athens in Greece is a good example of a direct democracy



	Representative
democracy
	- A system of government in which voters choose representatives to act in their interests 
- The United States is an example of a modern representative democracy



	Anarchy
	- Exists when there is no government present in a country
- The people can do or say anything they wish to anyone
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Kinds of Governments










	1.
	Circle the word True if the statement is true. Circle the word False if it’s false.



	 
	a)
	A country in anarchy would be a safe place to live.



	 
	 
	   True
	False



	 
	b)
	In an absolute monarchy the people do not have a chance to help make the laws.



	 
	 
	   True
	False



	 
	c)
	The United States is an example of a representative democracy.



	 
	 
	   True
	False



	 
	d)
	People in a dictatorship get to choose how they want to live.



	 
	 
	   True
	False



	 
	e)
	In a direct democracy everyone gets to help make the laws.



	 
	 
	   True
	False



	 
	f)
	In a constitutional monarchy the ruler has all the power to make the laws.



	 
	 
	   True
	False












	2.
	Use the terms in the list to complete the sentences.



	
	






	direct democracy
	dictatorship
	absolute monarchy



	anarchy
	 representative democracy
	constitutional monarchy









Many years ago, people would often settle near each other. As a group of people grew larger, they began to see the need for government. The rules or laws they made told what kind of government they would have. If there were no rules or laws, the group was in a state of [image: Images]. Sometimes, one person took all of the power. This person often ruled by force and told all the people what to do. This type of government is a [image: Images]. In other groups, all power was given to a ruler who was often called a king. This type of government is an [image: Images].

Governments can be as different as the people they serve. In some groups, every person has a direct voice in all of the decisions. This type of government is called a [image: Images]. Some groups chose to have a king or queen, but also chose to have a voice in their government. This type of government is called a [image: Images]. A government which has spokespeople to tell the wishes of the people is called a [image: Images].
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Kinds of Governments








	
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.




	3.
	Describe anarchy.




	
	




	4.
	Which do you think would be a better kind of government - an absolute monarchy or a constitutional monarchy? Explain your decision.




	
	




	5.
	If you were designing a government, how important do you think the rights of each person should be?.




	
	




	6.
	Write a brief description of a representative democracy.




	
	




	
	














	7.
	Become a Research Detective!
Use an encyclopedia or the Internet to help you find the following:



	
	a) Name one country whose government is a representative democracy.



	
	






	
	









	
	b) List the name of one country that is a constitutional monarchy.



	
	





	
	








	
	c) A few countries are still dictatorships. Find the name of one of them.
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The Constitution of the U.S.A.







	1.
	Complete each sentence with a term from the list. Use a dictionary to help you.



	
	










	Constitution
	liberty
	democracy
	supreme law
	citizen
	amendment



	popular sovereignty
	representative
	ratify
	Founding Fathers

















	
	a) A person who has rights within a government is called a____________________.




	
	b) The signers of the U.S. Declaration of Independence or the U.S. Constitution are called the____________________.




	
	c) ____________________is the belief that the people of a country should hold supreme power.




	
	d) A change in a law is called an____________________.




	
	e) A set of written rules which set up a government are called the____________________.




	
	f) A person who is chosen to state the beliefs of and to make laws for others is called a____________________.




	
	g) Another word for freedom is____________________.




	
	h) The highest or most powerful law in the country is called the____________________.




	
	i) A ____________________ is a form of government in which the people choose who governs them.




	
	j) ____________________ also means to approve something.











	2.
	Use the terms in the list above to fill in each blank.










	
	







	See the signatures of the [image: Images] !
A copy of the [image: Images] of the
United States of America and the Declaration of Independence
will be on display tomorrow in the library!
Examine the names of all the men who signed them.
 Learn about the fight for [image: Images] and justice!
Imagine that you are one of the first [image: Images] of the U.S.A.!
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The Constitution of the U.S.A.

A Little History

The King of England ruled the American colonies for years. Finally, in 1776, a group of American men wanted to tell the king just how much the Americans wanted to be free of English rule. They chose Thomas Jefferson to write The Declaration of Independence. The Declaration told the king that the Americans believed that all men were created equal. They also believed that all men had certain rights including the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

Of course, King George was very angry. He sent British troops to America to control the colonists. This was the beginning of the Revolutionary War, also known as the War for Independence. The war went on for seven long years. George Washington was the Commander-in-Chief of the American forces in the fight for liberty. Then, in 1783, the Americans won the war.

When the war ended, the next job was to write a plan for government and law for the new United States of America. Many men, including Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, and George Washington helped write the Constitution. These men, along with others, are called the Founding Fathers because of the role they played in starting the United States.
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	Who Wrote It? The Constitution of the United States was written by several men. Name three of them and tell why they were called the Founding Fathers.



	




	





What Is the Constitution?

The Constitution is the supreme law of the United States. It divides the government into three parts: the executive, the legislative, and the judiciary. It also states that any citizen may take part in the government by voting. Each of the states had to ratify or approve the Constitution.
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The Constitution of the U.S.A.

[image: images]

The government of the United States is based on the Constitution. It is set up as a democracy or a government in which the people choose who governs them. The belief that the people hold the highest power in a government is called popular sovereignty.

The U.S. Constitution can be added to or changed by amendments. In order for an amendment to become a law, the voters must approve it. The first ten amendments of the Constitution are called the Bill of Rights.

Each of the three parts of government has an important purpose. The Constitution describes each part and its purpose:








	
	1.
	The purpose of the legislative branch of the government is to make laws. Voters throughout the United States choose people to represent them in either the House of Representatives or the Senate. These two groups combine to make up Congress.



	
	2.
	The purpose of the executive branch is to make sure that the laws are obeyed. The executive branch is made up of the president and vice-president with help from the cabinet members or department heads.



	
	3.
	Finally, the judicial branch of the government is composed of the members of the Supreme Court and all the lower federal courts in the land. The job of the judicial branch of government is to decide arguments about the meaning of laws, how they are applied, and whether they break the rules of the Constitution.
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The Constitution of the U.S.A.







	1.
	Number the events from  1  to  5  in the order they happened.












	
	______
	a)
	King George sent troops to America.



	
	______
	b)
	Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence.



	
	______
	c)
	The Constitution of the United States was written and ratified.



	
	______
	d)
	The War for Independence from Britain ended.



	
	______
	e)
	George Washington served as Commander-in-Chief of the American forces.













	2.
	Circle the word True if the statement is true. Circle the word False if it’s false.



	 
	a)
	Benjamin Franklin wrote the Declaration of Independence.



	 
	 
	   True
	False



	 
	b)
	Another name for the War for Independence is the Revolutionary War.



	 
	 
	   True
	False



	 
	c)
	America won the War for Independence in 1780.



	 
	 
	   True
	False



	 
	d)
	The U.S. Constitution is the basis for all other laws in the United States.



	 
	 
	   True
	False



	 
	e)
	The Constitution divides the government into two parts.



	 
	 
	   True
	False
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The Constitution of the U.S.A.








	
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.




	3.
	The Declaration of Independence stated that all men are created equal and have three basic rights. What are these three basic rights?.




	
	




	
	




	4.
	The Constitution divides the government into three branches. Each branch has a different purpose. What are the three branches?.




	
	




	
	




	5.
	Who chooses the representatives who will make the laws in a democracy?.




	
	




	6.
	What is the Bill of Rights?.




	
	




	
	




	7.
	What does each branch of the U.S. government do?.




	
	




	
	














	8.
	Become a Research Detective!
Use an encyclopedia or the Internet to help you find the following:



	
	You have learned about the Bill of Rights. In complete sentences tell the main idea of each of the Amendments (there are ten!). Write your answers on the chart on the next page.
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Amendments to the Bill of Rights








	Amendment 1
	[image: img]
	Main Idea


	


	Amendment 2
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	Main Idea


	


	Amendment 3
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	Main Idea


	


	Amendment 4
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	Main Idea


	


	Amendment 5
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	Main Idea


	


	Amendment 6
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	Main Idea


	


	Amendment 7
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	Main Idea


	


	Amendment 8
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	Main Idea


	


	Amendment 9
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	Main Idea


	


	Amendment 10
	[image: img]
	Main Idea
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Three Branches of the Federal Government








	Fill in each blank with the correct term. You may use a dictionary if you wish. Some terms will be used more than once. Some terms will be left over.











	
	









	separation
	powers
	justices
	judicial
	legislative



	Congress
	The Senate
	judiciary
	The House of Representatives



	executive
	President
	veto
	bill





	










	1.
	The three branches of the federal government are the _____________ branch, the _____________ branch, and the _____________ branch.



	2.
	The House of Representatives and the Senate are the divisions of _____________.



	3.
	Only the President can _____________ or stop a bill from becoming a law.



	4.
	The chief executive of the United States is called the _____________.



	5.
	Another name for Supreme Court judges is Supreme Court _____________.



	6.
	The branch of government which makes decisions about the laws of the land is called the _____________ branch.



	7.
	The branch of government which makes sure that the laws are followed is called the _____________ branch.



	8.
	The branch of government which enacts laws is called the _____________ branch.



	9.
	_____________ of _____________ means that one person or branch of government never has all power over the citizens.



	10.
	Another name for a law that has not yet been approved by the President is a _____________.
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Three Branches of the Federal Government

After the war with Britain, the writers of the Constitution knew that the best system of government would be one that split its control among two or more people or groups. This idea is called separation of powers. They gave the new government three branches. Each one would have its own jobs and responsibilities. Also, each branch would be able to check on the others’ work. This is called a system of checks and balances. The goal would be to make sure that the citizens’ rights were always protected.

The three branches of the U.S. government are the legislative, executive, and judicial. The Constitution describes the duties that each branch has and the titles of the people who carry out these duties. Each branch must follow the Constitution at all times. The headquarters for each branch of government is in Washington, D.C., the nation’s capital.

The executive branch makes sure that the laws of the country are obeyed. The President is the head of the executive branch. The executive branch is very large because many people and groups are needed to help the President. The Vice President is the President’s main helper. Others who assist are the President’s Cabinet. Article Two of the Constitution established the executive branch.
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	Do You Know? What are the three branches of the United States government? Which document describes the duties of each branch?



	




	







The judicial branch answers questions about the meaning of laws and whether or not they follow the Constitution. The highest court in the judicial branch is called the Supreme Court. Nine judges or Supreme Court Justices make decisions about laws and other court matters. The head of the Supreme Court is called the Chief Justice. Article Three of the Constitution established the judicial branch.
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Three Branches of the Federal Government

The legislative branch makes laws for the nation. It is made up of Congress and some government agencies. Article One of the Constitution established the legislative branch. Congress has two parts — the House of Representatives and the Senate.

Making a new law can take time. When members of Congress decide that there is a need for a new or different law one or more of them will (1) introduce their ideas to their house of Congress. At that time the bill, or proposed law, (2) will be studied by a committee. If the committee members believe that the country really does need the new law, they will vote “yes” and (3) send it to the other part of Congress. The other house members (4) will vote on the bill at that time. If they vote “yes”, (5) the bill is then sent to the President of the United States. The President will study the bill and decide whether or not it should be a law. (6) If he signs the bill, it becomes a law. If he doesn’t sign the bill it will not become a law. We can say that the President vetoed the bill. (7) A vetoed bill will be sent back to Congress for another vote. If two-thirds of the members of Congress approve the bill, it will become a law anyway. This process may take as long as two years to complete.

The writers of the Constitution worked very hard to make sure that the wishes and ideas of the citizens of the United States were included at every level of the government. This is truly what a democratic government is all about.
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	Look It Up! How many presidents has the United States had? Have any of them been father and son?
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Three Branches of the Federal Government











	1.
	Circle the word True if the statement is true. Circle the word False if it’s false. If it is false, rewrite the statement to make it correct.












	 
	a)
	After the war with Britain, the writers of the Constitution wanted to have a monarchy.



	 
	 
	   True
	False
	_____________________________



	 
	b)
	A system of checks and balances means that only Congress members can measure roads and check railroad train cars.



	 
	 
	   True
	False
	_____________________________



	 
	c)
	The main goal of the separation of powers is to make sure that no person or group has all the power in the government.



	 
	 
	   True
	False
	_____________________________



	 
	d)
	The main job of the executive branch of the government is to make sure that all laws are obeyed.



	 
	 
	   True
	False
	_____________________________



	 
	e)
	The President’s main helper is the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.



	 
	 
	   True
	False
	_____________________________



	 
	f)
	The judicial branch must make sure that all laws agree with the Constitution.



	 
	 
	   True
	False
	_____________________________



	 
	g)
	The head of the Supreme Court is called the superior judge.



	 
	 
	   True
	False
	_____________________________



	 
	h)
	The House of Representatives and the Senate make the laws for the country.



	 
	 
	   True
	False
	_____________________________



	 
	i)
	It is not important for citizens’ rights to be considered in government.



	 
	 
	   True
	False
	_____________________________
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Three Branches of the Federal Government









	
	Answer the following questions in your notebook.



	2
	Compare the duties of the executive branch of government with those of the judicial branch.



	3
	Name three qualities that a good President of the United States should have.



	4
	The members of Congress represent all the people who live in their state or district. Why is it important for them to know how these people feel about the issues and problems that exist there?














	5
	Become a Research Detective!



	
	Use an encyclopedia or the Internet to help you find the following:



	
	The president’s cabinet is made up of fifteen departments, several advisors and the Vice President.



	
	The fifteen departments are listed below. What is the main job of each department? Write your answers in your notebook.











	
	1. Department of State
	2. Department of the Treasury



	
	3. Department of Defense
	4. Department of the Interior



	
	5. Department of Justice
	6. Department of Agriculture



	
	7. Department of Commerce
	8. Department of Labor



	
	9. Department of Housing and Urban Development



	
	10. Department of Transportation
	11. Department of Energy



	
	12. Department of Education Services
	13. Department of Health and Human



	
	14. Department of Veterans’ Affairs
	15. Department of Homeland Security
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System of Checks and Balances







	1.
	Write each term beside the correct meaning.




	
	












	override
	reprieve
	veto
	pardon
	impeach
	resign
	constitutional
	democracy



	checks and balances
	executive branch
	legislative branch
	judicial branch



















	
	 
	a)
	To forgive the actions or crimes of another



	
	 
	b)
	A plan in which one branch of a government can make sure that other branches do not h
ave too much power



	
	 
	c)
	The president, vice president, and cabinet members



	
	 
	d)
	A system of government in which the people choose who runs it



	
	 
	e)
	To prevent from happening



	
	 
	f)
	The House of Representatives and the Senate



	
	 
	g)
	To stop or end a law



	
	 
	h)
	To quit or leave office



	
	 
	i)
	To bring a public offificial who is accused of wrongdoing before a group for judgment



	
	 
	j)
	To end or take away a court sentence



	
	 
	k)
	The federal court system and the U.S. Supreme Court



	
	 
	l)
	Agreeing with the Constitution













	2.
	Use a straight line to match each branch of U.S. government with the Article of the Constitution which established it.













	 1 
	Executive Branch
	
	Article One
	 A 



	 2 
	Judicial Branch
	
	Article Two
	 B 



	 3 
	Legislative Branch
	
	Article Three
	 C 
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System of Checks and Balances

The government of the United States is built on a foundation of freedom. The writers of the Constitution knew that no single person or branch of government should ever have enough power to take away the freedom of the others. This is why they included a system of checks and balances in the Constitution. Each branch checks, or holds back, the other two. This helps to keep the balance of power even in all three branches.

The Checking Power of the Executive Branch

As the head of the executive branch, the President can check the power of the legislative branch by using his right to veto, or prevent, a bill from becoming a law. Each law approved by Congress is sent to the President for his approval. If he chooses not to approve the law, we say that it has been vetoed.

In fact, the President can approve or veto any law except one that amends, or changes, the Constitution. Having this ability gives the President strong checking power over the legislative branch. A two-thirds majority vote of the Congress is the only way to override, or stop, a presidential veto.
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	Food for Thought: How does a system of checks and balances protect freedom? Why is this important?



	




	




	





The President can also check the power of the judicial branch of government in the following ways:










	
	1.
	The president approves all federal judges and Supreme Court justices.



	
	2.
	The president can pardon, or forgive, a person convicted of a federal crime.



	
	3.
	The president can reprieve, or take away the punishment, of people who have been convicted of federal crimes.
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System of Checks and Balance

The Checking Power of the Legislative Branch

Congress was also given strong checking abilities by the writers of the Constitution. Congress can check the executive branch by:








	
	1.
	Overriding a president’s veto



	
	2.
	Approving treaties signed by the president



	
	3.
	Impeaching, or placing on trial, any federal official including the president



	
	4.
	Approving people appointed by the president for federal jobs



	
	5.
	Cutting funding to federal departments




Congress can check the powers of the judicial branch by amending the Constitution.

The Checking Power of the Judicial Branch

The judicial branch can check the powers of both the executive and legislative branches. The writers of the Constitution made sure that these checks were in place in order to keep the balance of justice equal. The judicial branch checks the executive branch by deciding whether an action taken by the President or other member of the executive branch is constitutional, or agrees with the Constitution. Likewise, the judicial branch checks the legislative branch by judging whether a law passed by Congress is constitutional.

We can now see that a system of checks and balances is provided by the Constitution to make sure that every branch stays legal and constitutional. The insight shown by the writers of the Constitution in this area is one of the main reasons that the democratic government of the United States has prospered through the years.
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System of Checks and Balances







	1.
	Use the words in the list to answer each question.



	
	











	checks
	veto
	override
	pardon
	reprieve
	impeach
	constitutional



















	
	 
	a)
	What is the term for, “refusing to approve a bill or law”?



	
	 
	b)
	Which term means, “to place on trial”?



	
	 
	c)
	Which term means, “agrees with the Constitution”?



	
	 
	d)
	This term means, “to hold back or keep equal”.



	
	 
	e)
	Which term means, “to stop a veto”?



	
	 
	f)
	This term means, “to forgive”.



	
	 
	g)
	Which term means, “to take away the punishment”?













	2.
	Circle the word True if the statement is true. Circle the word False if it’s false.



	 
	a)
	Each branch of the U.S. government checks the other two.



	 
	 
	   True
	False



	 
	b)
	Presidents cannot be impeached.



	 
	 
	   True
	False



	 
	c)
	The President must approve all federal judges and justices of the Supreme Court.



	 
	 
	   True
	False



	 
	d)
	The judicial branch can decide whether or not a president’s actions are constitutional.



	 
	 
	   True
	False



	 
	e)
	There are seven justices on the Supreme Court.



	 
	 
	   True
	False
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System of Checks and Balances








	
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	3.
	What is the purpose of a system of checks and balances in the U.S. government?



	
	




	
	




	4.
	When might a president pardon someone who has been convicted of a federal crime?



	
	




	
	




	5.
	Explain this statement: “Freedom is the foundation of democracy”.



	
	




	
	




	6.
	Why do you think the writers of the Constitution were so firm about making sure no branch had more power than the other two? (Hint – remember the situation with England.)



	
	




	
	




	7.
	What is the only means of overriding a presidential veto?



	
	




	
	




	8.
	How can the judicial branch check the legislative branch?
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Divisions of Each Branch of Government







	
	         Vice-President of the United States         Executive Branch         divisions         Judicial Branch         Legislative Branch         Speaker of the House of Representatives         three         Cabinet         Chief Executive of the United States         Congress




	1.

	Use the terms above to complete the sentences.





The government of the United States of America is divided into [image: Images] branches. Each branch has several sections or [image: Images]. The role of the [image: Images] is to make sure that all of the laws of the United States are obeyed. The president is also known as the [image: Images]. The people who lead the 15 federal agencies that assist the president are called the President’s [image: Images].

The role of the [image: Images] is to write, debate, and pass new laws. This branch is made up of the House of Representatives and the Senate. Together, these sections are known as [image: Images]. The person who leads the House of Representatives is called the [image: Images]. The [image: Images] also serves as the President of the Senate.

The Supreme Court is part of the [image: Images]. Its main job is to answer questions about the meaning of laws and whether or not they follow the Constitution of the United States.
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Divisions of Each Branch of Government

[image: Images]

Ayou have already learned, there are three branches of the federal government: executive, legislative, and judicial. The Constitution of the United States describes the duties of each one. Each branch has many sections or divisions. The people in each division work hard to make sure all of the work is done.

The Executive Branch

The President of the United States is the Chief Executive of the country. The president is the head of the executive branch of government. The president and his assistants make up the Executive Office of the President (EOP). They have many jobs to do. One is to oversee the White House operations. Another is to direct the office of the vice-president. Managing other councils or groups of people is also a job of the EOP.

The U.S. Constitution gives the president the powers to do many things. The president appoints federal officials and members of the Supreme Court. The president and other EOP members work out treaties. Also, the president is the Commander in Chief of the armed forces. The President’s Cabinet (group of advisors) also helps with the many duties of the EOP.
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	What Do You Think? Could the president complete all the duties of the Executive Office of the President alone? Why or why not?



	




	







The Legislative Branch

The legislative branch of the federal government includes the House of Representatives and the Senate. Together, these houses are called Congress. The jobs of Congress are to write, debate, and pass new laws.
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Divisions of Each Branch of Government

The Constitution of the United States gives Congress several jobs to do. Congress can: (1) tax citizens, (2) borrow money, (3) print money, (4) pay the country’s debts, (5) set up federal courts, (6) declare war, (7) raise an army, (8) have post offices, and (9) manage the District of Columbia.

Each section of Congress has a leader who oversees the law-making process. The Vice-President of the United States is the leader (president pro-tempore) of the Senate. The Speaker of the House of Representatives is the leader of the House.

The Judicial Branch

The judicial branch of the government answers questions about the meaning of laws and whether or not they follow the Constitution. The highest court in the land is the United States Supreme Court. No person or court can overrule the decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court. The federal court system is made up of: (1) the Supreme Court of the United States, (2) the U.S. Court of Military Appeals, (3) twelve U.S. Courts of Appeals, (4) the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, and (5) the lower courts.
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	Use Your Brain! Thomas Jefferson said that there should be “jealous care taken of the right of election by the people.” Write a paragraph describing the things that a voter should consider before voting for a candidate for President of the United States or governor of his state. Write your answer in your notebook.
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Divisions of Each Branch of Government










	1.
	Circle the word True if the statement is true. Circle the word False if it’s false.



	 
	a)
	The President’s Cabinet is in the Oval Office and holds his important papers.



	 
	 
	   True
	False



	 
	b)
	One of the President’s jobs is to be in charge of the Army, Navy, Marines, and Air Force.



	 
	 
	   True
	False



	 
	c)
	The Supreme Court has the power to tax people.



	 
	 
	   True
	False



	 
	d)
	The Military Court of Appeals can overturn the decisions of the United States Supreme Court.



	 
	 
	   True
	False



	 
	e)
	There are twelve U.S. Courts of Appeals.



	 
	 
	   True
	False












	2.
	Use the terms in the list to answer each question. Each term may be used more than once.




	
	








	Executive Branch
	Legislative Branch
	Judicial Branch
	President
	Vice-President
















	 
	a)
	The President of the United States is the head of this branch of government.



	 
	b)
	This branch of government writes, debates, and passes new laws.



	 
	c)
	This branch of government oversees all military trials and legal business.



	 
	d)
	This branch of government has the authority to print money and declare war.



	 
	e)
	This person is the president pro-tempore of the Senate.



	 
	f)
	This person is the leader of the Executive Office of the President.



	 
	g)
	This branch of government answers questions about the U.S. Constitution.



	 
	h)
	This leader appoints Supreme Court justices.
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Divisions of Each Branch of Government








	
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.



	3.
	Explain why a senator or congressman should have a good understanding of business and how to use money.



	
	




	4.
	In which branch of government would being an attorney (lawyer) be the greatest help? Why?



	
	




	5.
	Explain why the President of the United States needs to have a great ability to understand people and to encourage them to get along with each other.



	
	




	6.
	In your opinion, should the President of the United States stay at home in the White House all of the time or should he travel throughout the country and to other countries in the world? Why?



	
	




	
	




	7.
	What does each branch of the federal government do? Complete the organizer on the next page.












	8.
	Become a Research Detective!



	
	Use your encyclopedia or Internet search engine to find the answer to the following:



	
	Can a woman be President of the United States? If you find that women can be President, has there ever been one? When is the next presidential election in the United States?
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Divisions of Each Branch of Government
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How a Bill Becomes a Law







	1.
	Write the correct word in each blank. Use the information in each sentence or a dictionary to help you. One word will be left over.




	
	










	sponsor
	propose
	table
	bill
	clerk
	hopper
	calendar



	debate
	committee
	veto
	override
	approved
















	
	a)
	A _______________ is a suggestion for a law.



	
	b)
	The person who introduces the bill to Congress is called its _______________.



	
	c)
	All suggestions for laws are handed to the _______________ or put in the _______________ on his desk.



	
	d)
	d) After they are introduced, all bills go to a _______________, or smaller group of legislators to be studied and discussed.



	
	e)
	The committee then decides to release the bill or to _______________ or lay it aside.



	
	f)
	If the bill is released, it is placed on a list of bills awaiting action on a _______________.



	
	g)
	The bill then goes to the entire House of Representatives or Senate for discussion and _______________.



	
	h)
	A bill is_______________ and sent to the president after both houses of Congress have passed it.



	
	i)
	If the president decides that the bill is unneeded or unwise he can _______________ it.



	
	j)
	Congress can _______________ the president’s veto with a two-thirds majority vote.













	2.
	Use a straight line to match each word to its definition.












	sponsor
	
	to suggest
	 A 



	veto
	
	discussion
	 B 



	propose
	
	a draft of a proposed law
	 C 



	debate
	
	one who proposes a law
	 D 



	bill
	
	to say no, or forbid the passage of a law
	 E 
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How a Bill Becomes a Law

Have you ever thought that there should be a law for or against something? If so, you have taken the first step on the path to a bill becoming one of the laws of the land. Every law made by Congress starts with someone’s idea. Of course, only a member of Congress can suggest or propose it.
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	1. Think About It! Suppose you have a good idea for a new law. Could YOU, PERSONALLY, suggest the law in Congress? Why or why not? Who are the only people who can propose a new law to the Senate of the House of Representatives?



	







The legislator who proposes the bill is its sponsor. A bill’s sponsor places the bill in a special box on the Speaker of the House of Representatives’ desk called a hopper. The bill is then given a name and number which means it is ready for its “first reading”. The first reading of a bill means the bill’s title is read on the House Floor. The bill is then sent to a committee or smaller group of legislators.

When a bill is in committee, the lawmakers study and debate or discuss it. Then, if they feel that the country needs this new law, they will vote to send the bill back to the House or Senate. When this happens the entire House or Senate votes on the bill. If it is approved, the bill is sent to the other part of Congress and the process begins again.

Finally, if the bill is approved by both houses of Congress, it is sent to the President for his approval. The President can either approve the bill, refuse to approve, or veto. When a presidential veto occurs, the bill goes back to Congress for another vote. If it is approved by a two-thirds or more majority, it becomes a law anyway. If it is not approved, the process is over.
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	2. See What’s Happening in Congress! Go to http://clerk.house.gov/floorsummary/floor.html and pull up today’s date. You will get a summary of all the bills being considered. In your notebook, write down the number and a summary of one of the bills.
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How a Bill Becomes a Law







	1.
	Fill in each blank with a term from the list.



	
	












	
	sponsor
	propose
	table
	bill
	clerk
	hopper
	yes
	no



	debate
	committee
	veto
	override
	first reading
	two-thirds majority














	
Anyone can have an idea for a new law or [image: Images], but a member of Congress has to [image: Images] it. The member of Congress who introduces the bill is called its [image: Images]. He or she will place the written text of the bill on the desk of the person in charge or in a special box called a [image: Images]. The bill is given a name and is ready to be introduced to the group. This introduction is called the bill’s [image: Images]. From there, the bill goes to a smaller group of people called a [image: Images] for discussion and [image: Images]. If this group decides that the bill should not be a law, they put it aside or [image: Images] it. If this group of people decides that the bill should become a law they send it back to the entire group in the House of Representatives or the Senate. There it is discussed and voted on. If a majority of the members vote [image: Images], the bill goes to the other part of Congress and undergoes the same process again. If the bill is approved by both sections of Congress, it is sent to the president of the United States. He can either approve the bill or say no or [image: Images] it. If the president says no to the bill it can go back to Congress for another vote. If the bill wins a [image: Images], Congress can [image: Images] the president’s veto and the bill becomes a law anyway. If it does not, the process ends.













	2.
	Become a Research Detective!



	
	Use the Internet to find out the sponsor(s) of one bill that is being considered in Congress now. Write a complete sentence telling the number of the bill and who the sponsor(s) is. Write your answer in your notebook.
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How a Bill Becomes a Law







	3.
	Number the events from  1  to  9  in the order they occur.












	
	______
	a)
	The president approves the bill or does not approve or vetoes it.



	
	______
	b)
	The bill goes to a smaller group called a committee for discussion and debate.



	
	______
	c)
	A bill is introduced by a member of Congress who sponsors it.



	
	______
	d)
	The entire group votes on the bill.



	
	______
	e)
	The bill is named and read to the entire group which is its “first reading”.



	
	______
	f)
	If the entire group approves the bill, it goes to the other part of Congress.



	
	______
	g)
	The committee approves the bill and returns it to the group for a vote.



	
	______
	h)
	Both sections of Congress approve the bill and send it to the President.



	
	______
	i)
	The bill goes back to Congress for another vote. If it gets a two-thirds majority approval, it becomes a law anyway. If not, the process is ended.











	
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.




	4.
	Why do you think the law-making process has so many different parts? (Hint - remember that this is a democracy where people’s opinions matter greatly.).




	
	




	5.
	Does the president have more power in the law-making process than the Congress? Why or why not?.




	
	




	6.
	Do you think that the law-making process is a very quick one? Why or why not?.




	
	




	7.
	How can the voters have a part in the legislative process?
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Electing a Government







	
	Write the correct term in each blank. You may use your dictionary if you wish.











	
	








	electors
	candidate
	requirements to run for the presidency
	presides



	eight
	requirements to run for the vice-presidency the Vice-President
	the Vice-President



	political party
	 primary elections
	nominate
	presidential term

 

	campaign
	major political parties in the U.S.
	Senate term
	election

 

	House of Representatives term
	state governments
	consecutive

 














	 
	 1.
	Democrats and Republicans


	


	 
	 2.
	succeeds the president if he is not able to serve


	


	 
	 3.
	the activities which are designed to help a person get elected to public office


	


	 
	 4.
	to select or choose


	


	 
	 5.
	a person who wants to hold public office


	


	 
	 6.
	directs or runs


	


	 
	 7.
	one after the other


	


	 
	 8.
	six years


	


	 
	 9.
	a group with the same ideas about running the government


	


	 
	 10.
	four years


	


	 
	 11.
	people who belong to the Electoral College
 


	


	 
	 12.
	the time when citizens vote for the candidates of their choice


	


	 
	 13.
	born in the U.S., at least 35 years old, and have lived in the U.S. for 14 years.


	


	 
	 14.
	two years


	


	 
	 15.
	generally are set up in the same manner as the federal government
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Electing a Government

Since the United States is a democracy, all of its government leaders are elected, or chosen by the citizens. The Constitution states all the requirements for each federal office. These must be fulfilled before a person can run for the office. A candidate for President or Vice-President of the United States must: (1) be a citizen born in the United States, (2) be at least 35 years old, and (3) have lived in the United States for the last fourteen years. The office of the vice-president is also very important because the vice-president is the person who takes over as president if something happens that makes the president unable to serve. The Constitution also sets the term limits for all federal offices. The President can only serve two consecutive terms (a total of eight years). The presidential elections are held every four years. Elections for the Senate are held every six years and those for the House of Representatives are held every two years. A person who runs for a political office is called a candidate.
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	Put on Your Thinking Cap! A president can only serve two terms (eight years). When would this limit be very important - when someone was doing a very good job as president or when someone was doing a very bad job as president? Why?



	




	





Political Parties

In the United States there are two main political parties made up of groups of people who share the same ideas about how they think the government should be conducted. These parties are the Democrats and the Republicans.
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Electing a Government

The president and vice-president are elected by a series of votes. The first vote is the direct or popular, vote in which registered voters go to the polls and vote for the candidate of their choice. The second vote is an indirect vote in which the electors chosen by the people vote for president and vice-president. The group of electors is called the Electoral College. The candidates for president and vice-president run together on the election ticket.

Candidates for other offices also appear on the ballot with the candidates for president. This enables citizens to vote for their choice for several offices at one time. Often, more than one person from a political party desires the same office. When this happens, primary elections are held in which the people vote for the candidate of their choice. The one who gets the most votes is the party’s candidate in the election.

Other Offices

Since a presidential election only happens every four years, other offices are often the center of attention in other years. Citizens become very interested in their choices for senators and representatives. Since state governments are set up in the same way that the federal government is, folks are often voting for their choices for governor, lieutenant governor, and representatives to the state assemblies and senate. Local elections are carried out in a similar fashion.

Getting Elected

Being elected President of the United States is a very hard job. It takes lots of money and many supporters to mount a campaign for the presidency. Today, running for any office can be costly and time-consuming. People who want to serve in public office must be dedicated and prepared for hard work.
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	Be In the Know Use a reference book or the Internet to do the following work. Make a chart of all the presidents of the United States. Begin with George Washington and end with the present President. Be sure to include the date the person was elected, the dates he or she held office, the name of the vice-president, and the political party of the president.
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Electing a Government










	1.
	Circle the word True if the statement is true. Circle the word False if it’s false.



	 
	a)
	In a democracy only a few of the government leaders are elected by the citizens.



	 
	 
	   True
	False



	 
	b)
	A person who was born in Canada could become President of the United States.



	 
	 
	   True
	False



	 
	c)
	A presidential term lasts for four years.



	 
	 
	   True
	False



	 
	d)
	A person must be 40 years old to run for president of the United States.



	 
	 
	   True
	False



	 
	e)
	Primary elections are held when more than one person desires the same political office.



	 
	 
	   True
	False



	 
	f)
	It is not very difficult to run for the presidency of the United States.



	 
	 
	   True
	False












	2.
	Write each term beside its meaning.



	
	







	electors
	candidate
	campaign
	major political parties in the U.S.



	Vice-President
	 House of Representatives term
	presidential term















	 
	 a)
	Democrats and Republicans


	


	 
	 b)
	Becomes president if the president cannot
serve for some reason


	


	 
	 c)
	Four years


	


	 
	 d)
	A person who is running for public office


	


	 
	 e)
	Two years


	


	 
	 f)
	Activities which are designed to help a person
get elected to public office.


	


	 
	 g.
	People who belong to the Electoral College
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Electing a Government








	
	Answer each question with a complete sentence.




	3.
	Describe at least three reasons that could keep a person who would like to be president of the United States from running for that office. (Hint – remember the
requirements stated in the Constitution and also what it takes to run a campaign for the presidency.)




	
	




	
	




	4.
	Before 1951 presidents could serve for many terms. Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected four times! The Twenty-second Amendment limited a president’s consecutive terms to two terms. Tell why you think this amendment was passed.




	
	




	
	




	5.
	What do we call the chief executive of a state? Discuss some of the jobs that you think a state chief executive would have.




	
	




	
	




	6.
	Describe the qualities you think that a person who wants to be the President of the United States should have.




	
	




	
	














	7.
	Become a Research Detective!



	
	Use your reference books or the Internet to find out how many Presidents of the United States have not completed their terms in office and why. List the name of the president, the reason for not completing the term, and the cause for not completing the term.
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Here are six writing tasks about the government of the United States. Be sure to think about all that you have learned about the United States government as you write. Write your answers in complete sentences in your notebook.








	Task #1
	Every country on earth has some kind of government even though all governments are not alike. Organize your thoughts and knowledge about government and discuss the purpose(s) of government. In the United States’ system of government, who or what are most important?















	Task #2
	The Constitution of the United States has a very important purpose for its government. What is that purpose? What is the Constitution sometimes called?















	Task #3
	The Declaration of Independence states that all citizens have certain rights. What are three of these rights? What document gives the citizens these and other rights?















	Task #4
	Rights always come along with responsibilities. Think about the rights you discussed in Writing Task 3 as well as others. Discuss at least one of the responsibilities that comes along with them.















	Task #5
	All countries have problems which must be solved. Some of these problems are so serious that they are present in most countries (for example, poverty). If you were president of the United States, which three problems would you try to solve? What would you do to solve them?















	Task #6
	The powers of all three branches of the U.S. government are equal. What document limits the powers of each branch? What is this limiting of powers called? Do you think that these limitations are good or bad? Tell why.
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Crossword Puzzle!
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	Word List




	
impeach
enforce
ratify
Congress
government
House
Ben
democracy


	
rights
nine
elected
nominate
Senate
resign
George
good
power
term
defend
anarchy
veto












	  Across    



	1.

	The person or group of people who make the rules or laws for everyone else





	5.

	In the United States government, leaders are ____ or chosen by the people





	6.

	The ability to control someone or something




	7.

	To put the president on trial





	11.

	Congress is made up of the House of Representatives and the ________





	12.

	To keep safe from danger or attack




	13.

	Privileges that are due to people by law




	14.

	To approve a rule or a law




	17.

	To say no to a proposed law or bill




	18.

	_______ Franklin




	19.

	_______ Washington






	  Down    



	1.

	A government should provide for the common _____ of its citizens




	2.

	To command obedience to




	3.

	The number of justices (judges) on the U.S. Supreme Court





	4.

	Length of time in elected offifice




	8.

	Makes federal laws




	9.

	Exists when there is no government in a country




	10.

	To choose or select




	12.

	A form of government in which the people choose who governs them




	15.

	The _____ of Representatives




	16.

	To quit or leave offifice
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Word Search

Find all of the words in the Word Search. Words may be horizontal, vertical, or diagonal. A few may even be backwards! Look carefully!.










	government

	powers

	anarchy

	resign




	veto

	branch

	ratify

	laws




	congress

	legislate

	run

	leader




	vote

	election

	party

	debate




	checks

	democracy

	justice

	war




	senator

	president

	constitutional

	clerk




	bill

	poll

	judges

	campaign
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Comprehension Quiz

Part A
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Circle the word True if the statement is true. Circle the word False if it’s false. If it is false, rewrite the statement to make it correct.
	



	1.
	A government is the person or group who makes the rules for all the other citizens in a country.



	
	   True
	False
	




	2.
	Governments are not necessary in all countries.



	
	   True
	False
	




	3.
	Most governments in the Western Hemisphere are monarchies.



	
	   True
	False
	




	4.
	The Declaration of Independence was written after the Revolutionary War in order to set up a government for the new country.



	
	   True
	False
	




	5.
	Many men helped write the Constitution of the United States.



	
	   True
	False
	




	6.
	The Supreme Law of the United States is the Declaration of Independence.



	
	   True
	False
	




	7.
	In a country with popular sovereignty the citizens hold the highest power in the government.



	
	   True
	False
	




	8.
	The only way to change the Constitution of the United States is by the vote of the Supreme Court.



	
	   True
	False
	




	9.
	The Supreme Court is the only branch of government in which the people cannot directly vote for its members.



	
	   True
	False
	




	10.
	The executive branch of government includes the vice-president and his staff.



	
	   True
	False
	











	
	SUBTOTAL:  /10
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Comprehension Quiz

Part B

Answer the questions in complete sentences.








	1.

	Explain why the framers of the Constitution built a system of checks and balances into the three branches of government.

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	2.

	Briefly tell how a bill becomes a federal law.

	[image: Images]



	 

	 




	 

	 




	3.

	Describe the qualifications a person must have to run for president or vicepresident of the United States.
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	4.

	Name each branch of the federal government and tell what each one does.
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	5.

	What form(s) of government is the best for its citizens and why?
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	SUBTOTAL:  /15
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    1.    







	 A 
	power


	 B 
	government


	 C 
	legislate


	 D 
	defend


	 E 
	leader


	 F 
	rights


	 G 
	authority


	 H 
	enforce






    2.    

a) necessary

b) conflict

c) common good

d) consent

e) security


	
Possible answers: To settle disagreements; to protect citizens from other countries; to educate the citizens

 8 



    1.    

a) security



b) government

c) necessary

d) conflicts

e) leader

f) authority



g) common good

h) defend

    2.    

Accept any reasonable answer

    3.    

Accept any reasonable answer

    4.    

Accept any reasonable answer


	
    1.    

a) Anarchy

b) absolute monarchy

c) direct democracy

d) dictatorship

e) representative democracy

f) constitutional monarchy



    2.    

a) absolute monarchy

b) direct democracy

c) representative democracy

d) dictatorship



e) anarchy

f) constitutional monarchy



 10 



Accept any reasonable answer


	
    1.

a) False



b) True



c) True



d) False



e) True



f) False



    2.

a) anarchy

b) dictatorship

c) absolute monarchy



d) direct democracy

e) constitutional monarchye

f) representative democracy


	
    3.    

The absence of any kind of government



    4.    

Accept any reasonable answer



    5.    

Very important



    6.    

Citizens choose representatives to communicate their wishes to government



    7.    

Possible answers:



a) Germany or the United States

b) Belgium, Cambodia, Denmark, Norway or the United Kingdom

c) Cuba, Libya or Pakistan


	
    1.    

a) citizen

b) Founding Fathers

c) popular sovereignty

d) amendment

e) Constitution

f) representative

g) liberty

h) supreme law

i) democracy

j) ratify

    2.    

a) Founding Fathers

b) Constitution

c) liberty

d) citizens



 14 



Three of: Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, George Washington; the
role they played in starting the United States





	 7 

	 9 

	 11 

	 12 

	 13 

	 15 

















	
    1.    

a)   2  

b)   1  

c)   5  

d)   4  

e)   3  

 

 

    2.    

a)  False

 

b) True

 

c)  False

 

d) True

 

e)  False


	
    3.    

Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

    4.    

Executive, legislative, and judiciary

    5.    

The citizens

    6.    

The first 10 amendments of the Constitution of the U.S.

    7.    

Executive - enforce the laws Legislative - the laws Judicial - make sure the laws are Constitutional

    8.    

1 - freedom of religion

2 - right to bear arms

3 - no soldiers quartered in private homes

4 - freedom from unreasonable search and seizure

5 - due process

6 - right to a speedy trial

7 - right to trial by jury

8 - no excessive bail

9 - guarantee of all rights

10 - powers not held by federal government belong to state governments


	
1. legislative,
executive,
judiciary

2. Congress

3. veto

4. President

5. justices

6. judicial

7. executive

8. legislative

9. Separation,
powers

10. bill

 20 



Legislative, executive, judicial;Constitution

 21 



In 2007, there have been 43 presidents. Two sets have beenfathers and sons: John Adams & John Q. Adams, George H. Bush & George W. Bush


	
    1.    

a) False



b) False



c) True



d) False



e) True



f) True



g) False



h) True



i) False


	
    2.    

Accept any reasonable answer

    3.    

Accept any reasonable answer

    4.    

Accept any reasonable answer

    5.    

1 work with other countries to carry out president’s foreign policy
2 set fififinancial policy, set tax policy, print currency
 3 direct and control U.S. armed forces
 4 manage federal lands and natural resources
 5 make sure federal laws are obeyed, supervise federal prisons, act as top lawyer for the U.S., give legal advice to president and other cabinet members
 6 find ways to improve farming, inspect food 
7 set up trade agreements with other countries, help American businesses that trade with other countries, explore oceans, give weather information, take census, grant patents
 8 make rules for worker safety, help unemployed people, enforce federal labor laws 
9 help people fififind homes, fund housing needs, provide loans for housing
 10 direct transportation including the U.S. Coast Guard
 11 advise president on the country’s energy needs, study new energy sources
12 provide programs to improve education, enforce civil education laws, provide fififinancial aid programs for students and parents, provide money for drug education
13 direct job programs for people with disabilities, help elderly and poor with fififinancial needs, ensure the best health care for all citizens
14 provide benefits for veterans (i.e. pensions, medical
services, survivors’ benefits, Training)
15 evaluate threats from foreign terrorists, enforce homeland security laws, prevent further terrorist attacks
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    1.    

a) pardon



b) checks and balances



c) executive branch



d) democracy



e) override



f) legislative branch



g) veto



h) resign



i) impeach



j) reprieve



k) judicial branch



l) constitutional

    2.    







	 1 
	 B 



	 2 
	 C 



	 3 

	 A 











	
	 25 

	






Accept any reasonable answer.





	 17 

	 18 

	 22 

	 23 

	 24 

	 26 
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    1.    

a) veto



b) impeach



c) constitutional



d) check



e) override



f) pardon



g) reprieve

    2.    

a) True



b) False



c) True



d) True



e) False


	
    4.    

To keep the balance of power equal



    5.    

Accept any reasonable answer



    6.    

Accept any reasonable answer



    7.    

Accept any reasonable answer



    8.    

A two-thirds vote of Congress



    9.    

Accept any reasonable answer


	
    1.    

a) three

b) divisions

c) Executive Branch

d) Chief Executive of the U.S.

e) Cabinet

f) Legislative Branch

g) Congress

h) Speaker of the House of Rep.

i) Vice-President of the U.S.

j) Judicial Branch

 30 



Accept any reasonable answer

 31 



Accept any reasonable answer


	
    1.    

a) False



b) True



c) False



d) False



e) True

    2.    

a) Executive



b) Legislative



c) Judicial



d) Legislative



e) Vice-President



f) President



g) Judicial



h) President


	
    3.    

Accept any reasonable answer

    4.    

Accept any reasonable answer

    5.    

Accept any reasonable answer

    6.    

Accept any reasonable answer

    7.    

Legislative: makes laws for the nation Executive: makes sure laws are obeyed Judicial: answers questions about the meaning of laws, decides whether laws follow the constitution

    8.    

Yes, a woman can be President. As of 2006, no woman has been president. The next election for president should be verified.


	
    1.    

a) bill

b) sponsor

c) clerk, hopper

d) committee

e) table

f) calendar

g) debate

h) approved

i) veto

j) override

    2.    







	 A 
	sponsor



	 B 
	veto



	 C 
	purpose



	 D 
	debate



	 E 
	bill







	 28 

	 29 

	 32 

	 33 

	 34 

	 36 

















	
1. No, only a member of congress can propose a law

2. Accept any answer that can be verified

 37 



    1.    

a) bill

b) propose

c) sponsor

d) hopper

e) first reading

f) committee

g) debate

h) table

i) yes

j) veto

k) two-thirds

l) override

    2.    

Accept any verifiable answer


	
    3.    

a)  8

b)  3

c)  1

d)  5

e)  2

f)  6

g)  4

h)  7

i)  9

    4.    

Accept any reasonable answer

    5.    

Accept any reasonable answer

    6.    

Accept any reasonable answer

    7.    

Accept any reasonable answer


	
1. major U.S.
political parties

2. Vice-President

3. campaign

4. nominate

5. candidate

6. presides

7. consecutive

8. Senate term

9. political party

10. Presidential term

11. electors

12. election

13. President and Vice-President

14. House of Rep.term

15. state government

 40 



Accept any reasonable answer

 41 



Accept any answers that can be verified


	
    1.    

a) False



b) False



c) True



d) False



e) True



f) False



    2.    

a) major political parties in the U.S.



b) Vice-President



c) presidential term



d) candidate



e) House of Rep.term



f) campaign



g) electors


	
    3.    

age, place of birth, resources, etc.

    4.    

to restrict power

    5.    

governor

    6.    

Because the Vice President has to take over for the President if he is
unable to serve

    7.    

Accept verified answers

 44 



Answers will vary
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Across:

1. government

5. elected

6. power

7. impeach

11. Senate

12. defend

13. rights

14. ratify

17. veto

18. Ben

19. George



Down:

1. good

2. enforce

3. nine

4. term

8. Congress

9. anarchy

10. nominate

12. democracy

15. House

16. resign





	 38 

	 39 

	 42 

	 43 

	 45 

	 46 
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Word Search Answers
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    Part A    

1. True



2. False - governments are necessary



3. False - most are democracies



4. False



5. True



6. False - the Supreme Law is the Constitution



7. True



8. False - by the vote of citizens



9. True



10. True


	
    Part B    

1. Checks and balances help to make sure that one branch does not become more powerful than the other two



2. Bill is introduced in Congress. A committee decides what to do. Bill is discussed and voted on. Bill is approved by both houses of Congress. President acts on the bill. Bill becomes a law or is returned to Congress if the President vetoes it.



3. Same for both: citizen born in U.S., at least 35 years old, have lived in U.S. for the last 14 years
 


4. Executive: makes sure laws are obeyed Legislative: makes laws for the nation Judicial: answers questions about the meaning of laws, decides whether laws follow the constitution



5. Accept any reasonable answer





	 47 

	 48 

	 49 
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The Global Environment

1997 Kyoto Protocol

At this conference, the Kyoto Protocol was adopted after intense negotiations.
For the first fime, the protocol infroduced binding targets for greenhouse gas
emissions in 37 industrialized countries from 2008 to 2012.

2009 Copenhagen Accord

The United Nations Climate Change Conference was held in Copenhagen,

Denmark. The conference included the 15th Conference of the Parties (COP

15) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the

5th Meeting of the Parties since the Kyoto Protocol. The beginnings for the world
COP15 climate change plan beyond 2012 was agreed there. This document recognized

CDNPEN}jAEKSVE!\I that climate change is one of the greatest challenges of the present and that

- actions should be taken to keep the average world temperature increases to

below 2°C.
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