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UNIT OVERVIEW
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ANCIENT GREECE

Where were the first chickens fried? (Answer - In Greece, of course.) In this fascinating study, students will learn the answer to this important question and much, much more. Different aspects of Ancient Greek culture will be introduced, giving students a better understanding of how Ancient Greece helped to shape our modern world. “Part I - Core Teaching Lessons” is presented in a very structured format and communicates much of the information base contained in the unit. “Part II” is an informational package and series of worksheet activities that follows the core lessons. This part can be photocopied and given to students. “Part III - Optional Lessons” consists of related activities which add variety and flexibility to the unit. “Part IV - Famous Greeks” is a major project in which the students are able to extend their learning about Ancient Greece. In this section, the teacher acts as a facilitator, allowing students to feel a sense of ownership and responsibility. “Part V - The Olympics” is a culmination activity finishing the unit with a bang. Students are sure to have as much fun learning about this exciting civilization as you will have teaching it.

PART I - CORE TEACHING LESSONS

In this section, students are introduced to Ancient Greece - primarily during the Golden Age of Athens, Teacher instruction followed by student assignments provides a very structured setting.








	1)

	Introduction to Ancient Greece

	“Legend of the Trojan Horse,” map




	2)

	Ancient Greece - When?

	Timeline Worksheet




	3)

	Government

	Worksheet




	4)

	The Arts and Entertainment

	“The Boy Who Cried Wolf,” play of “Apollo’s Tree”




	5)

	Academics and Learning

	Essay




	6)

	Family Life

	Venn Diagram




	7)

	Sparta

	T-chart




	8)

	Mythology

	“In the Beginning,” sequencing activity





PART II - STUDENT HANDBOOK - Informational Pages And Student Worksheets

Reproducible pages designed to follow the core lessons.

PART III - OPTIONAL LESSONS







	1)

	Greek Alphabet




	2)

	Greek Architecture




	3)

	Greek Foods




	4)

	Write a Fable




	5)

	Make Masks




	6)

	Games




	7)

	Greek Clothes




	8)

	Greek Vocabulary




	9)

	Mythology




	10)

	Travel Brochure




	11)

	Internet Sites




	12)

	Research Modern Greece




	13)

	Ancient Greece Wordsearch





PART IV - FAMOUS GREEKS (MAJOR PROJECT)

This section is a major project and will take considerable time for the students to complete. Students research Greeks who made significant contributions to our world. Names, rubrics, and grading scales are included to delineate the process.

PART V - THE OLYMPICS (CULMINATION ACTIVITY)

Students help create and coordinate their very own Olympic Games, just like the Ancient Greeks.
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CORE TEACHING LESSONS
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LESSON #1 - INTRODUCTION TO ANCIENT GREECE

Student Objectives and Activities







	-

	Students read The Trojan Horse and discuss its importance to Ancient Greece.




	-

	Students locate Ancient Greece and other places associated with it on a map or globe.





Suggested Teaching Strategies







	-

	Begin this unit by asking students if they know in which ancient country that chickens were first fried? (In Greece, of course.)




	-

	Start by reading or telling The Trojan Horse. See student handbook.




	-

	Locate Troy, a city on the coast of modern-day Turkey, on a map or globe.




	-

	Explain to your students that this story reflects the basic characteristics of the Ancient Greek culture: creative, militaristic, intellectual.




	-

	This story takes place about 1250 BC, but wasn’t written down until 750 BC by a poet named Homer. He wrote several “epic” poems about the Trojan War, the most popular were The Iliad and The Odyssey. The poems became legend as they were passed down from generation to generation, often by storytellers known as “bards.” This legend was used to inspire young people and has had a significant influence on Greek culture.




	-

	Ask the students to consider how the story might have changed from generation to generation with each retelling, especially since it wasn’t written down for 500 years. Historians do believe that the story is based on an actual event, but has been changed significantly through the years with each retelling, so that it probably bears only a slight resemblance to the actual incident.




	-

	Discuss the moral of the story: “Beware of Greeks bearing gifts” meaning “people aren’t always what they seem and sometimes have ulterior motives - be careful and not too trusting.”




	-

	Now, locate Greece on a map or use the attached map to identify the locations associated with Ancient Greece. Ancient Greece included the mainland (or peninsula), several islands in the Aegean Sea, parts of Italy, the coasts of the Mediterranean Sea, and the west coast of Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey).




	-

	If time permits, teachers may wish to hand out Optional Activity #13, “Ancient Greece Wordsearch” or permit students to colour the cover of their Student Handbook.






CORE TEACHING LESSONS
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LESSON #2 - ANCIENT GREECE - WHEN?

Student Objectives and Activities







	-

	Students develop an appreciation of when Ancient Greek civilization flourished.




	-

	Students place events related to Ancient Greece in chronological order.





Suggested Teaching Strategies









	-
	Begin this lesson with a discussion about the term “B.C.” as it relates to dates. Ask students




	
	
	1)

	In what year were they bom?




	
	
	2)

	In what year would a person born 2020 years ago be born?




	-

	Explain that dates before 1 A.D. are denoted by the prefix B.C.




	-

	Next, students complete the activities in the handbook, “Ancient Greece Events” and “Ancient Greece Timeline.”




	-

	Explain that Ancient Greek history is divided into five periods.




	-

	Have students put the events in chronological order under each period. When completed, a correct timeline will be complete. (An answer key has been included.)




	*** Note ***




	
	Be sure that students do not confuse this unit with the musical “Grease”, starring Olivia Newto: John and John Travolta. (One ill-advised, former teacher actually showed the R-Rated movie to the class as a unit culmination activity and was promptly fired.)
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ANCIENT GREECE TIMELINE (Answer)

(All events took place BC)







	3000 - 1200

	Bronze Age (because of the discovery and use of bronze)




	
	Arrival of the first Greek-speaking people to Greece (3000)




	
	Height of Minoan civilization (1700 - 1450)




	
	Height of Mycenaean civilization (1400 - 1200)




	
	Trojan War (1200)




	1200 - 800

	Dark Age (because very little is known about this time)




	
	Series of invasions and migrations throughout Greece




	800 - 500

	Archaic Period (revival of Greek culture and civilization)




	
	City-states began to develop across Greece (800)




	
	First Olympic Games were held (776)




	
	Greeks began using the Phoenician alphabet (750)




	
	Homer wrote The Iliad and The Odyssey (700)




	
	Greeks begin using coined money (600)




	
	Beginning of Greek Science, Mathematics and Philosophy (600)




	
	Democratic government formed in Athens (510)




	500 - 330

	Classical Period (the Arts flourish)




	
	Temple of Zeus built at Olympia (500)




	
	Greco-Persian Wars (490 - 448)




	
	The Golden Age - Athens reaches highest glory under Pericles (461 - 429)




	
	Parthenon built in Athens (447 - 438)




	
	Age of great drama and theater (484 - 400)




	
	Peloponnesian War between Sparta and Athens (431 - 404)




	
	Greek study of History and Geography begin (430)




	
	Macedonia conquers all of Greece (371 - 338)




	
	Expansion of Greek Empire under rule of Alexander the Great (336 - 323)




	330 - 146

	Hellenistic Age (period of Greek influence and power under Macedonia rule)




	
	Great age of Greek scientific discovery (200’s)




	
	Series of wars between Rome and Macedonia (215 - 146)




	
	Greece becomes part of the Roman Empire after defeating Macedonia (146)






CORE TEACHING LESSONS
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LESSON #3 - GOVERNMENT

Student Objectives and Activities







	-

	Students learn how the Greek language has influenced the English language by making connections between words.




	-

	Students learn how Greece was divided and governed by city-states.




	-

	Students demonstrate a knowledge of Greek government by completing a worksheet about it.





Suggested Teaching Strategies







	-

	Begin this lesson by writing the word “polis” on the board. Explain to the students that this was the Greek word for “city.” There are many words in our language today that come from this word (For example, politics and police - both having to do with how a city is run). Can they think of any others? (Perhaps give extra credit or points to the students who can come up with any others by the next day.)




	-

	Next, read the handout “How Greece was Governed.” (You may choose to put it on an interactive whiteboard and projection system, or make copies to pass out to the class.) Take time during or after the reading to discuss or explain the information in the handout.




	-

	Then, pass out “Worksheet: How Greece was Governed” to the students. Allow adequate time for them to complete the ten questions. (Be sure that students have access to the handout from which the questions were derived.)
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LESSON #4 - THE ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Student Objectives and Activities







	-

	Students learn about Aesop and read his fable(s).




	-

	Students discuss art and express personal viewpoints about what is acceptable.




	-

	Students learn about different art forms in Ancient Greece.




	-

	Students perform a play in Ancient Greek style.





Suggested Teaching Strategies







	-

	Begin this lesson by telling your class that there was a slave who lived in Greece, by the name of Aesop. Aesop liked to write. His stories, called Aesop’s Fables, have been passed down through the generations.




	-

	Share one of the most popular fables, The Boy Who Cried Wolf. (You might choose to check a book of Aesop’s Fables out of the library and read several of these short fables to your class.)




	-

	When finished, ask your students how many have heard that fable before and in what context.




	-

	Explain to your students that a fable is a story with a moral. What is the moral of this story? (Responses should relate to the importance of telling the truth and how important it is to have an honest reputation.)




	-

	You may find more of Aesop’s Fables at these addresses on the Internet:
http://classics.mit.edu/Aesop/fab.1.1.html
https://www.umass.edu/aesop/fables.php




	-

	Next, explain that this type of writing is an art form. Define “The Arts” to your students. Explain that there are many art forms which enhance and enrich our lives - like music, poetry, literature, architecture, painting and drama. Art reflects a society’s way of life. It expresses an artist’s perception of the world around him. We can and have learned a lot about different cultures by studying their art forms.




	-

	Discuss the positive and negative aspects to The Arts, such as: Should an artist have the freedom to create anything and call it “art”? Who should create and enforce guidelines for artists? Should anyone have that right?




	-

	Then, read “The Arts” handout together as a class. Discuss the information throughout and answer any questions the students might have about the handout.




	-

	Finally, allow the students the opportunity to have somewhat of an Ancient Greek theater experience. Select three actors to play the main parts. The remainder of the class will be the chorus and narrate the story all together. (You may choose to make costumes and masks, plus even perform the play for others.)
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LESSON #5 - ACADEMICS AND LEARNING

Student Objectives and Activities







	-

	Students learn about the high level of academic achievement required of Ancient Greek students.




	-

	Students learn how boys and girls were educated in Ancient Greece.




	-

	Students discuss similarities and differences between the education of Ancient Greek boys and girls.




	-

	Students write essays explaining their viewpoints on the schooling of boys and girls in Ancient Greece.





Suggested Teaching Strategies








	-

	Begin this lesson by holding up a copy of Homer’s The Iliad and The Odyssey. Ask the students if they think they could memorize both of them. Explain to them, that in Ancient Greece, private school teachers expected just that. It took a total of 24 hours to recite all 26,000 lines of these poems. Many accomplished this great feat of memory.




	-

	Next, put “Learning in Ancient Greece” on an interactive whiteboard and projection system, or give copies to the class as handouts. Read the information with the class. As you read, point out similarities and differences between boys’ and girls’ education.




	-

	After reading “Learning in Ancient Greece”, give your class the opportunity to voice their feelings about the schooling of boys and girls in Ancient Greece, by asking some of the following questions:




	
	1)

	Do they think the Ancient Greeks had an equal and fair education for both?




	
	2)

	Why did boys get educated so differently from girls?




	
	3)

	Would they have liked to live at that time?




	-

	Finally, distribute the follow-up activity, “Essay: Do you agree with the schooling of boys and girls in Ancient Greece? Why?”. Since you have already discussed this question as a class in different forms, the prewriting/brainstorming has been done. After reading the directions together as a class, also remind the students to use proper mechanics and grammar, as well as neat handwriting and good content.
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LESSON #6 - FAMILY LIFE

Student Objectives and Activities







	-

	Students brainstorm and create a schematic map about the modern-day family.




	-

	Students read about Ancient Greek family life.




	-

	Students compare and contrast Ancient Greek family life and modern-day family life, using a Venn diagram. The diagram is used to show similarities and differences.





Suggested Teaching Strategies







	-

	Begin this lesson by placing the word “family” in a circle in the middle of the board (or interactive whiteboard). Tell the class you want to brainstorm and create a schematic map based on the word "family". You can guide them with sub-topic suggestions, such as: types of families, members, roles or responsibilities, types of homes, etc.




	-

	When you have finished the schematic map of family, summarize your findings. Clearly, the modem day “family” is defined in many ways.




	-

	Next, distribute the handouts, “Family Life in Ancient Greece” and “Venn Diagram: Ancient Greek vs. Modern Family Life”, to the students. (You can do the following activity individually, with buddies, or in groups.)




	-

	Explain that after the students read the handout, they will need to compare and contrast Ancient Greek family life and our modem-day family life, by completing a Venn Diagram. (Depending on past experience with Venn Diagrams, the class may need a reminder to place all similarities between the two cultures in the middle section, and all differences in their respective cultures.)
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LESSON #7 - SPARTA

Student Objectives and Activities







	-

	Students learn why Spartans were so well-respected.




	-

	Students learn how differently life in Sparta was, compared to the other city-states, like Athens.




	-

	Students discuss an important strategy in battle.




	-

	Students complete a T-chart on the positives and negatives of Spartan life.





Suggested Teaching Strategies







	-

	Begin this lesson by showing the students a picture of a Spartan soldier, or describing their uniform (scarlet cloaks, bronze helmets and battle gear). Many schools have the Spartan soldier as their mascot. Why? They will learn in this lesson about the city-state of Sparta in Ancient Greece, and why their soldiers are so well remembered.




	-

	Identify Athens and Sparta on the map. They were only about 100 to 150 miles apart, but worlds apart in lifestyle. It might be helpful to quickly review the lifestyle of Athens - which represented the way in which most of the city-states lived. Explain that Spartans lived very differently, but were still very respected in Ancient Greece.




	-

	Distribute “Life in Sparta” to your class. Read through it carefully, taking time to explain and compare it with Athens. Help the students to understand the extreme differences between these two city-states.




	-

	Explain that the Spartans finally conquered Athens, not by force, but rather by cunning. The Spartan navy was able to cut off all ships from reaching Athens. This caused their food supply to be cut off, and finally forced them to surrender to Sparta. After 27 years of battle, this ended the war, but at great cost to even the victorious Spartans since they were then so weakened that Macedonia soon conquered them. Discuss whether Sparta was smart about winning. Did they get so focussed on beating their greatest rival, Athens, that they depleted their forces too much and didn’t think about the “big picture” (Macedonia)? Do we sometimes, in our lives, get so caught up in one thing that we forget to see the “big picture,” and end up regretting doing so? Let the students share some experiences, if they feel comfortable.




	-

	Then, have the students complete the T-chart, “Life in Sparta.” Depending on the level of your students, you can choose a reasonable number of items expected to be filled in on the chart. When completed, you can share as a class or collect and grade them individually.




	-

	Finally, ask the students if they can now answer why Spartan soldiers are so well remembered. They should be able to tell you several reasons from this lesson.






CORE TEACHING LESSONS
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LESSON #8 - MYTHOLOGY

Student Objectives and Activities







	-

	Students read the Greek myth, “In the Beginning”.




	-

	Students learn the purpose of myths.




	-

	Students sequence important events from the myth into vertical timeline format.





Suggested Teaching Strategies








	-

	Read or tell the myth “In the Beginning”.




	-

	Discuss the myth with the students:




	
	1)

	Review the characters.




	
	2)

	Define the generations.




	
	3)

	Point out that history repeated itself with each new generation. How? Why?




	-

	Put, “What is Mythology?” on an interactive whiteboard and projection system for the students to see. Read through it together. Then ask the students, what questions about the world are answered by the myth, “In the Beginning”? (This myth was how the Greeks explained the creation of the universe, earth, and mankind.)




	-

	Finally, have the students arrange information from the myth into a vertical timeline, showing ten key points in proper sequence. (They may need access to the story for this part, or you can test their memories - but then grade accordingly.)




	*** Note ***




	
	Refer to Part II - Optional Lesson #9, for an extension of this mythology lesson. It will provide you with information on mythology from around the world.
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GRADING SCALES FOR FAMOUS GREEKS PROJECT

The following grading scales are based upon the guidelines from the FAMOUS GREEKS PROJECT RUBRIC (10 - excellent, 8 - good, 6 - average, 4 - fair, 2 - poor):


Summary (50 points)










	content

	10

	8

	6

	4

	2




	punctuation/grammar

	10

	8

	6

	4

	2




	spelling

	10

	8

	6

	4

	2




	organization

	10

	8

	6

	4

	2




	neatness

	10

	8

	6

	4

	2







Summary Total: ______/ 50


Visual Aid (50 points)










	mentioned in summary

	10

	8

	6

	4

	2




	correct size and sturdy base

	10

	8

	6

	4

	2




	creativity

	10

	8

	6

	4

	2




	overall appearance

	10

	8

	6

	4

	2




	labelled correctly

	10

	8

	6

	4

	2







Visual Aid Total: ______/ 50


Teacher’s Comments:



PROJECT TOTAL: ______/ 100
(+5 extra credit points for returned rubric)

GRADE: ______



PART II

STUDENT HANDBOOK
(Informational Pages and Student Worksheets)
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STUDENT HANDBOOK
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THE TROJAN HORSE

There once was a woman named Helen who was so beautiful that all the kings of Greece wanted to marry her. The King of Sparta won her heart, and they were soon married. Helen’s father feared that one of the other suitors would try to kidnap Helen, so he made them swear to support Helen’s vows. Unfortunately, just as her father had predicted, the Prince of Troy had fallen so in love with Helen that he stole her and took her across the Aegean Sea to live with him in Troy. As expected, the king was furious when he found out his wife had been taken from him. He vowed to find her and bring her back to Sparta where she belonged.

The king organized an army and a fleet of a thousand ships to help retrieve his wife. The Trojans (people of Troy) were ready for the king’s attack and had fortified their city well.

[image: ]

For ten years, the Greeks were unsuccessful at gaining entrance into the city of Troy. Still, the king was determined to be reunited with his wife. Finally, the Greeks devised a brilliant plan. The army created a huge wooden horse, in which several of their men could hide. Then, they placed the horse in front of the gates of Troy and sailed away. The Trojans were amazed at the size of the horse. As soon as the ships were gone, they opened the gates and claimed their new prize.

[image: ]

Once the Trojans had brought the huge horse into the city and secured the gates again, they celebrated well into the night. When the Trojans finally fell asleep that night, the Greek soldiers crept out of the horse and opened the gates to the city where the rest of the soldiers were waiting. The Greek army launched a surprise attack on the Trojans. After the battle, the city of Troy was burned to the ground. Any survivors were taken as slaves and Helen was returned to the king.


STUDENT HANDBOOK
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MAP OF ANCIENT GREECE
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ANCIENT GREECE EVENTS

(All events took place BC)

Directions: Place the following events in chronological order on the “Ancient Greece Timeline.” Make sure the dates correspond with the period dates.

Series of invasions and migrations throughout Greece (1200 - 800)

Temple of Zeus built at Olympia (500)

Homer wrote The Iliad and The Odyssey (700)

Macedonia conquers all of Greece (371 - 338)

Height of Minoan civilization (1700 - 1450)

The Golden Age - Athens reaches highest glory under Pericles (461 - 429)

Trojan War (1200)

Peloponnesian War between Sparta and Athens (431 - 404)

Arrival of the first Greek-speaking people to Greece (3000)

Beginning of Greek Science, Mathematics and Philosophy (600)

First Olympic Games were held (776)

Greek study of History and Geography begin (430)

Series of wars between Rome and Macedonia (215 - 146)

Height of Mycenaean civilization (1400 - 1200)

Democratic government formed in Athens (510)

Expansion of Greek Empire under rule of Alexander the Great (336 - 323)

City-states began to develop across Greece (800)

Great age of Greek scientific discovery (200’s)

Greeks begin using coined money (600)

Age of great drama and theater (484 - 400)

Greco-Persian Wars (490 - 448)

Greeks began using the Phoenician alphabet (750)

Greece becomes part of the Roman Empire after defeating Macedonia (146)

Parthenon built in Athens (447 - 438)


STUDENT HANDBOOK
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ANCIENT GREECE TIMELINE

(All events took place BC)







	3000 - 1200

	Bronze Age (because of the discovery and use of bronze)




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	1200 - 800

	Dark Age (because very little is known about this time)




	
	 




	800 - 500

	Archaic Period (revival of Greek culture and civilization)




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	500 - 330

	Classical Period (the Arts flourish)




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	330 - 146

	Hellenistic Age (period of Greek influence and power under Macedonian rule)




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 






STUDENT HANDBOOK
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HOW GREECE WAS GOVERNED

About 2000 BC, people began to settle in Greece. Besides the obvious separation that the sea caused between the islands, the land itself was very mountainous, making it difficult for people to settle all in one area. This created a natural division between settlements or communities. With people spread out throughout Greece, it was difficult to have a central government. Instead, each settlement became an independent “city-state” responsible for governing itself.

[image: ]

Ancient Greece was made up of hundreds of city-states - ranging in size from 5 square kilometers to 2,000 square kilometers. The population of most city-states was relatively small with only a few thousand residents. City-states were usually built high on a hill or mountain, with the temple being on the highest part of the land. Every city-state also had a gymnasium for exercising, a theater for entertainment, and an agora (or public meeting place) where the market was located. Within the city-state everyone spoke the same language, worshipped the same gods, and shared the same customs. These characteristics reflect the importance of a healthy mind, body, and spirit in Greek culture.

The government of Ancient Greece evolved through the years. For many years, kings ruled over the city-states. Then unelected, rich men called “oligarches” began making decisions for the people. Some city- states were even ruled by tyrants who cruelly forced their will upon their subjects. The people of Athens (the largest and most powerful city-state) grew tired of being ruled over. Together, they overthrew their tyrant ruler and introduced a new government, giving power to themselves. This type of government in which the people rule is called a “democracy.” Many countries use this type of government today.

[image: ]

A democratic government allowed every citizen - rich or poor - to have a say in how the city-state was governed. However, not every person who lived in Greece was considered a citizen. Only adult males who were born in the city-state in which they currently lived, were considered citizens. In other words, no women, slaves or foreigners (called “metics”) were given the privileges and responsibilities of citizenship. Citizens became judges, lawyers and juries in trials, as well as government officials. Since there were no full-time armies in the city- states, citizens were also part-time soldiers who guarded the city and went to war, if necessary.

Every month, citizens would go to the agora to attend The Assembly. This was the place where all important decisions were made concerning the city-state. Anyone could stand up on the stage and speak his opinion at The Assembly - but he had to finish in a certain time or be pulled off the stage. There was much laughing and shouting while citizens voiced their opinions on important topics, such as new laws, government officials, or declaring war. Ultimately, a vote would decide what the city-state would do. Sometimes, a raise of hands was used for voting, and other times, the citizens would write on clay ballots.

A council of elders was elected to oversee The Assembly. Topics were brought to the attention of the council. Then, they would prepare the business for The Assembly. If there were too many topics for one Assembly, the council would make minor decisions themselves. In case of an emergency, the council would vote among themselves as well. To insure that the power was passed around to others, a councillor could not serve for more than two years.
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WORKSHEET: HOW GREECE WAS GOVERNED

Directions: After reading the handout, “How Greece was Governed,” answer the following questions. If necessary, you may refer to the handout to help you answer the questions. Be sure to answer using complete sentences.







	1.

	When did people begin to settle in Greece?




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	2.

	Why was Greece divided into settlements called city-states?




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	3.

	Name the three places that could be found in every city-state.




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	4.

	What are “oligarches”?




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	5.

	How did tyrants rule over the Greeks?




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	6.

	What type of government did the Greeks invent, that gave power to the people?




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	7.

	Define a “citizen” in Greek culture.




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	8.

	What was the purpose of The Assembly?




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	9.

	What two ways did the citizens vote?




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	10.

	What was the role of the council of elders?




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 






STUDENT HANDBOOK
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THE BOY WHO CRIED WOLF

A young shepherd-boy lay lazily upon the hillside watching his flock of sheep. He thought to himself how exciting it would be to pull a prank on the people in the village nearby. The boy suddenly jumped to his feet and began shouting, “Wolf! Wolf!”, loud enough for the villagers to hear. Quickly, the villagers responded and came to his aid. When they arrived to help the young boy, he laughed and laughed at them for believing that there was really a wolf attacking his flock.

The young shepherd-boy continued to pull the same prank on the villagers time and time again. Each time the villagers came to his aid. And each time, the young boy mocked them for being so gullible.

[image: ]

Unfortunately for the boy, a wolf did appear, and when he tried once more to alert the villagers of his predicament, no one responded to his cries for help. Consequently, the wolf attacked and destroyed his entire flock of sheep.
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THE ARTS

The Greeks loved music, poetry and other types of literature. All of these art forms were combined to create the most popular social event in Ancient Greece: attending the theater. We know that attending the theater was very important to the Ancient Greeks, because if the poor people did not have enough money to buy tickets, the government would pay for them - even if it meant borrowing money they had set aside for wars. The theater was the greatest government expense. Another indication of the importance of the theater in Ancient Greece is the fact that every town had a theater. The open-air theater was cut out of a hillside. A semi-circle of stone seats surrounded a raised stage at the base of the hill. Interestingly, some of these theaters are still in use today, and are admired for their architectural design.
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Attending the theater was a full day experience. About once a month, thousands of Greeks would arrive at the theater as early as daybreak. They would bring along picnic meals so they could stay throughout the entire day. There were usually three serious plays (tragedies) about heroes and gods, followed by one funny play (comedy) about ordinary people. Ending the day with a comedy would ensure that everyone left the theater happy.

There were many exciting components to Ancient Greek plays. They combined singing, dancing, and speaking - all performed by no more than three actors and a chorus. (The chorus was a group of men who spoke all together as narrator.) The actors’ elaborate costumes helped describe their characters. Bright costumes were worn by happy characters and dark costumes were worn by sad characters. An important part of the costume was the mask. The actors wore large masks for many reasons:








	1)

	Characters and expressions could be seen better.




	2)

	Large holes for the mouths helped project their voices through the theater.




	3)

	An actor could play more than one role simply by changing masks.




	4)

	Since women could not perform, men could play a female role by wearing a white mask instead of the brown mask used for male roles.







The audience was very loud - cheering or booing actors and playwrights. They would even throw food if they were dissatisfied. At the end of the day, judges gave awards for the best play.
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The best Greek plays are still performed, even today. Without the Greek influence, this art form may never have been developed. It is because of their unique cultural contributions that theater has evolved to what it is today, and brought so much enrichment and enjoyment to our lives.
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APOLLO’S TREE








	

Characters:

Apollo, the God of Music and Poetry

Cupid, the God of Love

Daphne, a beautiful wood nymph

Chorus
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	Chorus:

	Welcome, Welcome to our play.
We hope you will enjoy your stay.
It begins as two friends are crossing paths.
Surely, Apollo did not know he’d met his match.




	Apollo:

	(approaching Cupid) Greetings, Cupid.




	Cupid:

	(approaching Apollo) Greetings, Apollo.




	Apollo:

	(pointing to Cupid’s bow and arrows) What have you got there, my friend?




	Cupid:

	(boastfully) This, my friend, is my bow that I use to shoot my powerful arrows - more powerful than any other arrows.




	Apollo:

	(laughingly) Surely you jest, Cupid. My arrows have slain a great serpent. Your arrows merely cause feelings of love or hatred. They are hardly more powerful than mine.




	Cupid:

	Oh no, Apollo, you are quite mistaken. You shall see! (as he storms off)




	Chorus:

	Cupid raced atop a mountain,
And carefully chose an arrow of hate.
While the beautiful nymph Daphne played,
Cupid aimed and decided her fate.




	Daphne:

	(while playing in the woods) I so love the woods!




	Cupid:

	(says to self while aiming the arrow) Oh beautiful Daphne, you will not feel any pain for my arrows are invisible. Now hold still, my dear.




	Daphne:

	(struck by invisible arrow) What has happened? I feel so strange and different.




	Chorus:

	She begged the Gods above to hear her plea,
And forever make her young and free.
But Cupid’s plan was not yet through,
Shooting the love arrow at Apollo was step number two.




	Cupid:

	I’ll teach you, my friend, just how powerful my arrows can be. (aims and shoots love arrow at Apollo)




	Apollo:

	(while wandering through the woods) What has happened? I feel so strange and different. Behold, the most beautiful woman I have ever set my eyes upon. I must make her mine, (as he approaches Daphne) Come, let us go away together.




	Daphne:

	(looks at Apollo with hatred and runs away)




	Chorus:

	Apollo was determined to profess his love,
While Daphne was filled with hatred.
So Apollo chased and Daphne ran,
Until drained of strength she stopped and pled.




	Daphne:

	(kneeling and pleading with the gods) Oh gods, hear my plea. I need help to overcome. Here he comes after me. Something must be done.




	Chorus:

	The gods granted her request,
And suddenly she felt at rest.
As her arms and legs turned to wood, her hair to leaves, and feet to roots,
Daphne knew never again would she be afoot.




	Apollo:

	(sobbing and embracing her trunk) Why have the gods punished me so? I shall never love another. To pledge my eternal love, I shall make the Laurel tree sacred and crown the heads of all heroes with her leaves.




	Chorus:

	And so it is a sacred tree,
Adorning heroes with her leaves.
In the end, Cupid proved his powerful arrows
Could bring about incredible joys and sorrows.
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LEARNING IN ANCIENT GREECE

The Ancient Greeks felt very strongly about being educated. They believed a strong mind to be just as important as a strong body. Children were in school every day (except on religious festival days) from dawn until dusk. Listed below are the similarities and differences of boys’ and girls’ education in Ancient Greece.

Similarities:







	1.

	Boys and girls both begin their formal education at age six.




	2.

	Boys and girls are both taught reading, writing, and arithmetic.




	3.

	Boys and girls both learn to play at least one musical instrument.





Differences:







	1.

	Boys are taught by a schoolmaster in a private school.




	
	Girls are taught by their mothers and household slaves within their own homes.




	2.

	Boys are also taught science, public speaking, drawing/painting, and athletics, so they can be involved in civic activities and run businesses when they are grown men.




	
	Girls are also taught spinning, weaving, embroidering, cooking, and cleaning, so they can become skilled homemakers.




	3.

	Boys, at age 14-16, begin two years of physical training followed by two years of military service, all in preparation of becoming a citizen at age 21.
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BACK TO SCHOOL


Do you agree with the schooling of boys and girls in Ancient Greece?
Why or why not?



Directions: Answer the question above in essay form on the lines provided. Be sure to explain your opinion and cite specific examples to support your viewpoint.
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FAMILY LIFE IN ANCIENT GREECE

In Ancient Greece, the family unit was very important. The man and woman had specific roles and designated responsibilities. The man was the head of the household. He spent most of his time away from the house performing business or civic duties. Eating and sleeping were just about the only things men did at home - and those were done in their own private quarters. It was very common for men to have dinner parties, called symposiums, in the evenings. The men would gather together at a home and lie on couches, while the slaves served them foods such as bread, cheese, fruits, vegetables, seafood, honey cakes, and wine. The men would discuss politics and philosophy at the party, as well as be entertained with music provided by the slaves.
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The wife also had a life of great responsibility. She spent most of her time inside the home managing the household. A woman’s role was to take care of the children, make all the clothes and bedding for the family, cook the meals, and clean the home. If a family could afford slaves, the woman would then have help with her duties. However, poor women did all the work themselves.

Ancient Greeks believed strongly in the roles of the man and woman in society. A man married at about age 30 to a girl between the ages of 12 and 18. The most important thing a woman could do, would be to please her husband by carrying out all her duties well. It was especially important that the wife give birth to a son to carry on her husband’s line. In fact, if the woman gave birth to a girl or a weak baby, the husband could decide whether to keep the baby or abandon it on a hillside. There was a designated place where abandoned babies were left for others to adopt as slaves.

Respectable women were only seen in public for religious festivals, like weddings, funerals or plays. At those times, the women veiled their faces. Unlike today, women wanted their skin to be very pale. Pale skin meant a woman was well off and did not have to work outside the home. Men, on the other hand, were very suntanned. This explains why the masks used in plays were white for women and brown for men.

[image: ]

Even homes were built to suit the individual roles of the man and woman. Mud-brick homes with tile roofs were rectangular in shape with about ten rooms surrounding a courtyard in the center. The courtyard was an open-air area where women could perform their duties (like spinning) outside without going out in public. In the courtyard was an alter where the family prayed to their god every day. Some rich families even had fountains or wells in their courtyard so women could get water without going out in public. The home also had a kitchen where meals were cooked over open flames, and separate living quarters for the man and woman.

[image: ]

When men and women grew old, the son was responsible for taking care of them. This then became another responsibility for the wife. She would also care for the ill and help neighbours deliver their babies at home. About one out of every five women died in childbirth due to complications.
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VENN DIAGRAM: ANGIENT GREEK VS. MODERN FAMILY LIFE
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LIFE IN SPARTA

Sparta and Athens were considered the most important city-states in Ancient Greece - but for very different reasons. Athens was the largest city-state and was run like most of the other city-states. Sparta was the most powerful city-state and was run unlike any other city-state. There was no democratic government in Sparta, like in the other city-states. Spartans were ruled by two kings instead. Athenians enjoyed spontaneity and creativity, and encouraged free thought. Spartans believed in strict obedience and order - no books, outside contact, or personal opinions were allowed. Sparta also differed from Athens and the other city-states that believed family, education, and physical strength were very important. In Sparta, military life and creating brave soldiers was of highest importance.
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Spartans spent very little time in the family unit. In fact, when children were born, they became the property of the government and officials decided whether each baby was strong and healthy enough to live.

Those children who lived, were raised very strictly by their mothers until the age of seven. The boys then left the home to live in army barracks until the age of thirty. In the barracks, the boys slept on the cold, hard ground, wore no shoes and only one cloak per year, bathed only a couple of times per year, and often went hungry. They were taught discipline, courage, endurance, and important skills to survive during battle. The training was often violent, and punishments were always severe. When they turned twenty, they entered the army. Men also married at age twenty, but they continued to live in the army barracks until the age of thirty, when they finished their military service. By living with the other soldiers, the Spartans ensured loyalty, conformity, unity and dedication to the government.
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When girls in Sparta turned seven, they left the home every day to exercise outdoors with the other girls. It was important that they too, were strong and healthy, so they could someday have strong and healthy children. Women enjoyed many sporting events and athletic competitions as well. In order to move freely during these activities, the girls and women wore short and sleeveless cloaks that were considered very immodest and undignified by the other city-states.

While the men were living in the barracks and training, the women and slaves took care of everything else. Compared to the women in other city-states, Spartan women had much more freedom and influence. They ran businesses, became involved in politics, and even owned property. All the manual labour was done by slaves, called “helots”. Helots were the people of other city-states who had been conquered by Sparta. The helots outnumbered the citizens, causing fear of revolt at any time. The citizens had to be prepared constantly for battle from within, which is another reason why Sparta was such a militaristic city-state.
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Athens and Sparta were each other’s greatest rivals. They came to control many other city-states around them, but struggled to gain control of each other, because Athens had a stronger navy and Sparta had a stronger army. Finally, after a 27 year war called the Peloponnesian War, Sparta did become victorious over Athens. Unfortunately though, after so many years of fighting, many men were killed and resources spent. They were left weakened and vulnerable. Over the next fifty years, the Ancient Greek city-states continued to deteriorate until they lost their political independence to Macedonia in 338 BC.

Directions: Write down all the good things about living in Sparta on the positive side and all the bad things about living in Sparta on the negative side.
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WHAT IS MYTHOLOGY?

Why do people get sick? Why do the seasons change? How was the world created? A long time ago, people did not know the correct scientific answers to these questions. They had many questions about the world that were unanswered, so they made up stories, called myths, to explain some of the phenomenons they did not understand. These myths take place in a make-believe world and involve supernatural characters, called gods and goddesses. Although these gods and goddesses possess super-human powers, they are very humanlike with character flaws and misfortunes, just like the people who created them.
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There are many myths that have been created over the years. Their content varies depending on the culture, time period, climate, interests, and circumstances in which they were created. Some myths have been shared by several cultures for the following reasons:








	1.

	They needed explanations for the same phenomenons.




	2.

	They tell universal truths about human nature.




	3.

	They are dramatic and exciting stories.







Mythology (the study of myths) is an exciting adventure into a world known only to the imagination. Its characters and tales will take you to places you’ve never been before and provide you with interesting and unique explanations for the world in which we live. Enjoy the ride!


STUDENT HANDBOOK

[image: ]

IN THE BEGINNING

In Greek mythology, the creation of the universe began with mass confusion in darkness, called chaos. From the chaos, Gaea (Mother Earth) was spontaneously created. Soon thereafter, Uranus (Father Heaven) was spontaneously formed from Mother Earth. Father Heaven loved Mother Earth and poured rain down upon her causing beautiful flowers, grass, and trees to grow. The rain also formed oceans, lakes, and seas in Earth’s crevices. Mother Earth then created animals to live on her. Together, Father Heaven and Mother Earth brought forth eighteen offspring: three monstrous sons with fifty heads and one hundred hands, called hecatoncheires; three gigantic cyclopes with eyes right in the middle of their foreheads; and the twelve Titans - the first gods and goddesses.
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Father Heaven could not stand the sight of his first six ugly sons, so he cast them into the underworld. Mother Earth was deeply saddened, and called upon The Titans to overthrow their father and bring back her children. The youngest and strongest Titan, Cronus, responded to his mother’s request and overthrew his father. Consequently, Cronus became ruler of the kingdom.

Sadly, power changed Cronus and he also imprisoned his brothers, the one-eyed cyclopes and monstrous hecatoncheires, into the darkness of the underworld. His mother was furious, and plotted Cronus’s demise for many years. Ultimately, she knew he would be overthrown for his unwise use of power.
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Meanwhile, Cronus chose his sister, Rhea, to be his wife and queen. They bore six offspring, called The Olympians. Cronus feared that one of his children would eventually overthrow him to become king of the gods, so he ate each child at birth. Rhea was deeply saddened to watch him devour her first five children: Hestia, Demeter, Hera, Hades, and Poseidon. Finally, when her sixth child, Zeus, was born, she deceived Cronus. Rhea wrapped up a stone in a blanket as if it was their son, Zeus, and fed it to Cronus. Indeed, Cronus believed he had devoured Zeus.

Zeus was raised by shepherds and nymphs until he was grown. As predicted, Zeus then returned to overthrow his father. With Rhea’s help, Zeus mixed a poisonous potion into Cronus’s drink. Cronus became sick and began vomiting. Eventually, out sprang the stone and all five children - alive and fully grown.

[image: ]

Together, the Olympians began battling their father and the other Titans. Ten years later, the Olympians were victorious with the help of the hecatoncheires and cyclopes, who Zeus released from the underworld at the request of Mother Earth. Then, Zeus became the next ruler of the kingdom with his sister, Hera, as his queen.
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SEQUENCE OF EVENTS IN GREEK MYTHOLOGY

Name: ________________________

Instructions: After reading “IN THE BEGINNING”, fill in the boxes below with the ten most important events in their proper order.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.
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LESSONS #1-4 OVERVIEW

Optional Lesson #1 - Greek Alphabet

Using the attached handout, introduce your students to the Greek alphabet. Explain that the Greeks borrowed the alphabet from the Phoenicians, and added vowels. There were no spaces between words, nor was there any punctuation. Compare the alphabet with ours today. See if the students can figure out where we got the name “alphabet” (alpha + beta) from. Then, write a message on the board in Greek, and let the students decode it.

Optional Lesson #2 - Greek Architecture

Greek influence is all around us - even in our architecture. Identify the three types of columns: Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian (as seen below). Are there any of these types of columns in your community? Locate them in books or other materials. You’ll be surprised just how popular columns are in our modern world.
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Optional Lesson #3 - Greek Foods

Make a meal using Greek foods. There are many books in the library with simple Greek recipes. Remember that they ate a lot of simple foods like fruits and vegetables, bread, and seafood. Everything was eaten with their fingers.

Optional Lesson #4 - Write a Fable

Review Aesop’s Fables from Part 1, Lesson 4. Assign the students to write a fable. Remind them that a fable teaches a moral or truth. They will need to include the moral of their story at the end.
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LESSONS #5-7 OVERVIEW

Optional Lesson #5 - Make Masks

Make masks like the ones used in Ancient Greek plays. You can use clay, construction paper, or another type of material. Make sure to use the right colours: white for a female character and brown for a male character. The mouth should be very large and open, to help carry the actor’s voice. The expression on the mask should be intensified, so those audience members from afar can see it clearly.
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Optional Lesson #6 - Games

Greek children play similar games to the children today. They enjoyed playing Blindman’s Bluff or Knucklebones. Knucklebones was similar to jacks, but played with chicken bones. Play a game of Knucklebones using jacks or other small items. (The object is to see how many items you can pick up without letting the thrown item touch the ground. Simply throw one object into the air, scoop up another one off the floor, and catch the thrown one in the air. Continue by picking up more and more items and catching the thrown one until all ten items have been collected.)

Optional Lesson #7 - Greek Clothes

Create Greek clothing for your students to wear to their Greek meal or play. Clothing was simple and loose-fitting. A woman wore a floor-length tunic, called a peplos. A man wore a knee-length tunic, called a chiton. Over the tunics, men and women wore cloaks or shawls, called himations, which were pinned at the shoulder. Their clothing was made of wool or linen. They could dye them with colors made from vegetable dyes. For shoes, Greeks wore sandals or boots.
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LESSONS #8-10 OVERVIEW

Optional Lesson #8 - Greek Vocabulary

We use many words derived from Greek culture. Here are a few of them:
Astronomy

Athlete

Chorus

Comedy

Democracy

Epic

Marathon

Olympics

Theater

Tragedy

Can you find any more?
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Optional Lesson #9 - Mythology

A mythology unit is available through Rainbow Horizons Publishing, which includes mythology from around the world.

Optional Lesson #10 - Travel Brochure

Make a travel brochure indicating locations in Ancient Greece that your students would like to visit. By simply folding an 81/2” × 11” piece of construction paper into thirds, students can have a tri-fold brochure to draw or paste pictures into and write about.
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LESSONS #11-13 OVERVIEW

Optional Lesson #11 - Internet Sites

There are several good Internet sites about Ancient Greece:







	1)

	http://www.ancient-greece.com/




	
	Links by category (i.e., people, art, mythology, etc.).




	2)

	http://about.com/




	
	Enter Ancient Greece or something more specific to find all kinds of information.




	3)

	http://www.historyforkids.net/ancient-greece.html




	
	History for Kids: Guide to Ancient Greece.




	4)

	https://www.umass.edu/aesop/fables.php




	
	Aesop’s Fables and illustrations.




	5)

	https://ancientandmodernolympics.wordpress.com/




	
	Information on Ancient and Modem Olympics.




	6)

	http://www.pantheon.org/mythica/areas/




	
	Encyclopedia of mythology.
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Optional Lesson #12 - Research Modern Greece

Have your students research modern Greece and see how it has changed from ancient times. There are many books and Internet sites about modern Greece. Many people have had the opportunity to visit there as well. Ask around, and you’ll be surprised what you’ll find.

Optional Lesson #13 - Ancient Greece Wordsearch

Answer Key
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ANCIENT GREECE WORD SEARCH
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Greece

Athens

Sparta

Mythology

Macedonia


	
Troy

Homer

Olympics

Democracy

Parthenon


	
Illiad

Odyssey

City State

Citizen

Assembly


	
Zeus

Apollo

Aesop

Bronze Age

Hellenistic Age
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GREEK ALPHABET
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FAMOUS GREEKS PROJECT
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OVERVIEW

Student Objectives and Activities







	-

	Students research famous Greeks.




	-

	Students write summaries of famous Greeks’ achievements.




	-

	Students create visual aids representing famous Greeks’ achievements.





Suggested Teaching Strategies








	-

	Explain to the students that the Greeks are remembered for their achievements in many different disciplines: medicine, astronomy, science, engineering, mathematics, geography, philosophy, literature, art, architecture, and many more. Greek influences reached far and wide and even affect how these disciplines are currently practised. It is true that many of our modern advancements are due to their hard work in observing, inquiring, and researching the world around them. The purpose of this major project is to learn about the individuals who are responsible for advances in these disciplines, and in so doing gain a greater appreciation for their achievements.




	-

	Begin by having each student select one of the thirty-five names (yes, they are very difficult to say) from “Famous Greeks List” as the subject for the major project. (This project may be easily modified for small groups, if so desired.)




	*** Note ***




	
	Be sure that students do not confuse the topic with “Famous Geeks” and projects about Bill Gates are not permitted.




	-

	Options for selecting names could be:




	
	1)

	Students draw names out of a hat (with the option to trade with others afterwards.)




	
	2)

	Use the order of selection as an incentive for good behaviour throughout the day. Allow a student who is “caught” being good to select a name at that time.




	
	3)

	Pass out the lists and have the students select their top three choices. Then collect the lists, review them independently, and make assignments giving each student his/her first choice, unless several students have requested the same name. If that happens, decide which student to give it to and then proceed to the second choice and repeat the process.




	
	4)

	Assign them yourself.




	-

	You might allow students to submit famous Greek names not on the list.




	-

	The “Famous Greeks List” states the person’s name, area of expertise, and additional fact(s) about the individual. This will help students to know a little about the person before choosing. (Many Greeks had the same names. Please inform the students to be careful to research the correct person. This can be done by checking the area of expertise and interesting fact to make sure they match.)




	-

	Next, distribute and review as a class the “Famous Greeks Project Rubric.” (Make sure you have copied the grading scales on the backside of the paper.) Explain to them that they need to hold on to this rubric and use it as a guide while doing their project. When they turn it in with their project, it is worth five extra credit points. (Then, you will use them to record their grades on without having to make more copies.)




	-

	After discussing the rubric thoroughly, check to make sure the students have filled in the information about their famous Greeks (check the spellings for accuracy) and the due date for their project (which you will need to decide previously).




	-

	You will need to decide how much time and materials will be provided at school. Then, schedule library time for research, collect materials for visual aids, and/or allow enough class time for the completion of the project. (Make sure if the visual aid is assigned as an “at home” project, that parents are informed of what it entails.) You may choose to have different due dates for the summary and visual aid, or conduct progress checks periodically to make sure students aren’t procrastinating.




	-

	When the projects are completed, use the grading scales on the backside of the “Famous Greeks Project Rubric” to score each project. Both the summary and visual aid are worth 50 points each. Together, they total 100 points - making your job much easier. The “Project Total” equals the sum of the “Summary Total” and the “Visual Aid Total.” Make sure to fill in the “Teacher’s Comments” area to further explain the project grade.




	-

	After grading the projects, you may choose to extend the activity in one of the following ways:




	
	1)

	Plan an Open House for visitors to view the projects. (Plan one during the day for other classes to walk through and learn about the Greeks’ achievements and/or one at night for the family and community to visit.)




	
	2)

	Display the projects in the library, administration building, and/or the district office for others to enjoy.
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FAMOUS GREEKS LIST

Aesop - storyteller; author of “Aesop’s Fables”

Alexander the Great - king and military leader; expanded Greek rule to surrounding lands

Anaxagoras - astronomer; created theories about the sun and the moon

Anaximander - geographer; created the first world map

Apollonius - mathematician; named geometric curves (ellipse, parabola, and hyperbole)

Archimedes - mathematician and inventor; calculated value of pi; invented lever; Archimedes Screw

Aristarchus - astronomer; calculated distance between the moon and the earth; discovered that the sun is stationary and the earth revolves around it

Aristophanes - playwright; most famous comedy writer

Aristotle - philosopher; student of Plato; tutor of Alexander the Great; considered the most learned of all the philosophers; nicknamed “Father of Logic”

Demosthenes - orator; best known public speaker from Greece

Euclid - mathematician; nicknamed “Father of Geometry”

Eudoxus - astronomer; created models explaining the rotation of the planets

Erasistratus - doctor; made discoveries about the circulation of blood

Eratosthenes - geographer; first to describe the world as a globe and estimate the circumference and diameter of the earth

Galen - surgeon; developed a theory for how the human body functions

Herodotus - historian; nicknamed “The Father of History”

Heron - inventor; created gadgets and toys

Herophihlus - doctor; studied the human anatomy and identified many organs

Hipparchus - “the greatest astronomer;” created a table to compute a star’s position

Hippocrates - doctor; first to treat illness scientifically through observations

Homer - first and most famous Epic poet; author of The Iliad and The Odyssey

Milo - famous Olympic wrestler known for his great strength; six time winner

Pericles - statesman; father of democracy; created “Golden Age of Athens”

Phidias - sculptor; famous for sculpting the statue of Zeus (one of the Seven Wonders)

Phidippides - long-distance runner; marathon race named after his run from Marathon to Athens

Philip II - king and military leader; father of Alexander the Great

Plato - philosopher; student of Socrates; believed that education determined one’s future

Pvthagorus - mathematician; gave math its name “mathematike”

Sappho - poet; famous woman writer

Socrates - philosopher; believed knowledge was the only way of attaining true happiness

Sophocles - playwright; best tragedy writer

Thales - first Greek scientist, astronomer and mathematician; discovered magnetism

Themistocles - military leader; force behind the creation of the Greek Navy

Theophrastus - botanist; catalogued every known plant in the world
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FAMOUS GREEKS PROJECT RUBRIC

Name: _________________







	Name of Famous Greek:

	 




	Area of Expertise:

	 




	Additional Fact:

	 





Objective:

Given the name of a famous Greek, the student will research him, write a summary of his achievements, and create a visual aid representing one of his achievements.

Directions:








	1.

	Fill in the information about your famous Greek at the top of the page. Check your spelling to make sure that it is correct.




	2.

	Research your famous Greek. Focus specifically on what accomplishments he made in his area of expertise, especially ones that affect modern society.




	3.

	Using the information you found while researching, write a summary of your famous Greek’s accomplishments following these guidelines:




	
	a)

	The summary should be three paragraphs long and organized (introduction, body, and conclusion).




	
	b)

	Use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation.




	

	c)

	Be neat (whether it be handwritten or typed).




	
	d)

	The content should be informative and demonstrate a thorough job of researching.




	
	e)

	Review the grading scale on the back for scoring guidelines.




	4.

	Create a visual aid representing one of your famous Greek’s achievements, which was included in your summary. Follow the instructions below:




	
	a)

	The finished product should be approximately 60 cm high, 60 cm long, and 60 cm wide.




	
	b)

	It should be mounted on a sturdy base, such as wood.




	
	c)

	Be creative and use a variety of materials, such as styrofoam, wire, or modelling clay. (No food, please.)




	
	d)

	Add colour with paint or markers.




	
	e)

	There must be a label that is visible. It should include the name of the famous Greek, area of expertise, and name of the accomplishment represented by your visual aid. Don’t forget to include your name as well.




	
	f)

	Review the grading scale on the back for scoring guidelines.
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PROJECT DUE DATE: ___________________________________________
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CREATING YOUR OWN OLYMPIC GAMES
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OVERVIEW

This section contains information on the Ancient Greek athletic competition called the Olympic Games, our modern-day version of this event, and how your class can create and coordinate an Olympic Games at your school. Teachers may use these ideas as a starting point, and supplement and modify as necessary.

An information page has been included to give students an understanding of the history of the Olympic Games. Share the information with your students, and then ask for their input to coordinate your class or school’s very own Olympic Games.

Asking students to research the Marathon and how it came into being might be one way to begin the lesson. (The story goes that when the Greeks defeated the Persians in 490 BC, they sent a messenger named Phillipedes on a 37 kilometer run from the town of Marathon - the site of the battle - to Athens. He gave the people news of the victory and dropped dead of exhaustion. Later, in the modern Olympic era (1908), the British organizing committee changed the distance to 44.2 km so the finish line would go right up to the Royal Viewing Box, thus giving the King a better view.

There are many steps to creating your own Olympic Games. You will need to form committees to cover everything. Here are some things to consider:

Events or Contests

Consider space, weather conditions, equipment/resources, interest and safety issues when determining your events. Do some research to determine what types of events are included in the Olympic Games, and which ones would be appropriate. Many Track and Field events are very appropriate to include, whereas ice-skating and gymnastics are probably not. Remember to consider music and poetry events, like the Ancient Greeks. Events can include individual, couple, and team contests. If you are limited in space and resources, you may want to create a mini-Olympics using simpler contests like thumb-wrestling, longest handstands, or staring contests.

Competitors / Spectators

Decide how large of an Olympics you want to create. Depending on the events you have chosen, it might be better to only include your class. Perhaps there will be space and weather conditions that permit including the whole grade level or several. Decide how many events the competitors can be involved in. Consider the criteria, if any, that athletes must meet to qualify them for the event(s). Next, decide whom you will invite to watch the competitions, such as parents and/or other classes.

Official Games Mascot

In art class, students design an official mascot for the games.

Official Medal Design

Students design medals to be presented at the games.

Scheduling

Once you have decided the events and size of your Olympics, you will need to create a schedule. Choose dates, reserve locations, and determine times for the events. There will need to be deadlines for signing up, as well.

Advertising

Whether it is only your class involved or the whole school, it’s fun to create posters and flyers, make announcements over the intercom during morning greetings, and spread the news about this grand event.

Materials

Many materials will need to be collected for the Olympic Games. You will need sign-up sheets, equipment, scoreboards or scoring cards, medals and/or laurel wreaths for the winners, numbers to stick on competitors, etc.

Judging

Determine how the events will be scored. If just your class is involved, students will need to take turns competing and scoring. If several classes are involved, perhaps the teachers could be the judges - or even the principal. It is important to set up a fair and understandable scoring system regardless of who judges. (Students may feel that certain students are biassed when judging. This is a good time to teach them that it was common for Ancient Greek athletes to be caught cheating by bribing the judges. They were given a large fine for doing so. Even in our modern games, there are stories of similar happenings. If there is proof of a crooked judge or competitor, determine the consequences beforehand and follow through - this adds to the authenticity of the games as well.

Ceremonies

Decide if you want to include an opening and closing ceremony. Also, an award ceremony to award all the winners at once could be planned - that is the Ancient Greek way. Otherwise, you could use our modern-day method of awarding the medals at the conclusion of each competition.

Although there is a lot of planning that goes into an event like this, the students will gain an understanding that doesn’t come from a book. After working hard on this unit, the students will enjoy being able to extend their learning in this way. This is a lesson that will linger with them long after their school days are through. It is a very worthwhile endeavor. Good luck!

*** Note About Corporate Sponsorship ***

Get large companies to sponsor your “mini-olympics” by making cash donations of up to 500 million dollars. Use the money to retire comfortably. Consider taking a class field trip to the actual Olympics. (Beware of possible bribery implications and the effect these implications might have on your teaching career.)


CREATING YOUR OWN OLYMPIC GAMES

[image: ]

THE OLYMPIC GAMES

The Greeks competed in many sports events. They considered these athletic competitions to be religious festivals and were an honour to specific gods. The most important of these competitions was the Olympic Games, which honoured Zeus.

[image: ]

The first Olympic Games was held in 776 BC in the city of Olympia. Olympia was considered a holy city, and the games were played on what was considered sacred ground. For these reasons, every four years during the Olympic Games, a truce was called between warring city- states. It was a time of unity and peace, as well as a unique celebration of the Greek world.

[image: ]

Although the games gathered people from all over Greece and parts of Italy and Africa, only Greek men and boys were allowed to compete. The Olympics were taken very seriously and seen as a test of manliness and social status. The events, called contests, were designed to demonstrate military prowess. The five days of contests included:

Day 1 - boys’ wrestling, running, and boxing

Day 2 - men’s bareback horse racing, chariot racing, and pentathlon

Day 3 - men’s running races and religious events

Day 4 - men’s wrestling, boxing, and running races (with armour)

Day 5 - award ceremony

[image: ]

Of all the contests, the pentathlon was deemed the most important contest because it represented a good balance in five contests: running, javelin and discus throwing, long jump, and wrestling. The horse and chariot racing was considered the most dangerous. In addition to these sporting events, historians also believe that public speaking, poetry recitals, and music competitions were held.

The winners were crowned with a simple laurel wreath. In addition, they were considered celebrities and heroes in their city-states. Some city-states did not make the winners pay taxes. Others gave the winners permanent seats on the council. Still others honoured their winners by placing them on the front line of battle in the next war. Overall, the glory of winning was a prize in and of itself.

[image: ]

After over 400 years, the Olympic Games were banned by the Romans in 395 BC. However, in 1896, a modern version of the Olympic Games began in Athens, Greece. And now for over a hundred years, our modern world has maintained this Ancient Greek tradition of the Olympic Games.
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