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UNIT OVERVIEW
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ANIMAL LIFE CYCLES

The “Animal Life Cycles” unit looks at the life cycles of ten different animals. It studies two different mammals, reptiles, amphibians, birds, and insects. Children learn how these animals live plus how they grow and change as they move from young animals to adults. Children practice their reading and writing skills as they read and learn about the different animals. They use their knowledge to answer a number of questions. Included in this unit are animal fact cards, a student booklet, a research outline, a final report outline, a match game, a unit test, and a unit evaluation.

ANIMAL FACT CARDS

A two page fact card is provided for each animal studied in the unit. The two fact cards can be mounted on a sheet of bristol board or manilla tag and laminated. One fact card can be mounted on each side of the bristol board. The fact cards provide easy references for the children to learn about the animals and to answer the questions about the animals in their student booklets.

STUDENT BOOKLET

The student booklet is ready to be photocopied for student use. After the children read about an animal, they answer questions about the animal, draw the animal’s life cycle, and use the information learned to fill in the blanks in a number of sentences about the animal. This unit looks at two animals in each of five categories: mammals, reptiles, amphibians, birds, and insects. After the two animals are studied, the children review the characteristics of the animals in that category and then compare the two animals by recording their similarities and differences.

REPORT WRITING ACTIVITY

As a part of this unit of study, children are encouraged to research and write a report about an animal of their choice. Research outlines and final report outlines are provided to help children with the report writing process.

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES

A vocabulary match game, a word search puzzle, a crossword puzzle, and a set of ‘What Am I?’ riddles are included for children to play in their spare time. The activities can be played by children individually or with a partner. These activities are intended to reinforce knowledge learned throughout the unit.

BOOK DISPLAY

A book display should be set up somewhere in the classroom. A wide variety of books on different animals should be included in the display. Children refer to the books while answering the questions in their student booklets and while writing their animal reports.
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DAILY LESSON PLAN
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ANIMAL LIFE CYCLES

Below is a suggested daily lesson plan for teaching the “Animal Life Cycles” unit.

BRAINSTORMING

As a class, brainstorm words and facts associated with the animal being studied. Print the words and facts on chart paper. Include all responses given by the children. Inaccurate responses can be crossed off the lists after the children finish learning about the animal.

ANIMAL FACT CARDS

Children read the animal fact cards individually, with a partner, in a small group, or as a class. They read the fact cards a number of times and then answer the questions in their student booklets.

STUDENT BOOKLETS

The children answer five questions about the animal being studied. Remind the children to answer the questions in complete sentences. They then draw four stages in the life cycle of the animal and complete a fill in the blank activity. These activities can all be found in the student booklets.

REPORT WRITING ACTIVITY

After completing their student booklets, the children work on an animal report. They choose an animal they want to learn more about. Children use the research outline provided with this unit. When their research is complete they use the animal report outline included in this unit. Each day the children spend time working on their reports.

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES

Whenever the children have free time they work on one of the additional activities included in this unit. They play the vocabulary match game, complete the crossword puzzle, find the words in the word search puzzle, or solve the ‘What Am I?’ riddles.
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ANIMAL FACT CARDS
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BLACK BEARS FACT CARD







	
BLACK BEARS
 FACT CARD












	
MAMMALS

Black bears are mammals.

Mammals are born alive.

They are warm-blooded animals.

They breathe air.

Mammals are animals with a backbone.


	
[image: ]
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APPEARANCE

Black bears have brown or black fur.

They have a short tail and round ears.

Black bears are between 1 and 2 meters long.

They weigh 56 to 272 kilograms.
They live for 25 years or longer.












	
EATING HABITS

Black bears eat nuts, berries, honey, and grass.

They also eat fish and small animals.

They have large claws to help dig for food.

Black bears have teeth that grind food.

They have teeth that tear food.
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HOME

There are many black bears in North America.

Black bears live alone in forests.

They stay within a certain area of the forest.

They spend their time wandering around.

They stay in or near wooded areas.












	
ENEMIES

Black bears have several enemies.

Their enemies are wolves, bobcats, mountain lions and man.

Black bears run away from enemies and can climb trees well.

They are quick for their size.

Black bears stand on their hind legs to fight some enemies.
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YOUNG

Bear cubs are born alive during hibernation.

Cubs are tiny when they are born.

They are blind, hairless, and helpless.

Cubs live with their mothers.

Their mothers teach them how to survive.












	
HIBERNATION

Black bears hibernate for 4 to 6 months.

They hibernate in caves, dens, and hollow trees.

They eat lots of food to get ready for the winter.

Black bears sometimes wake up on warm days.

They also wake up if they sense danger.







ANIMAL FACT CARDS
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BLUE WHALES FACT CARD







	
BLUE WHALES
 FACT CARD












	

MAMMALS

Blue whales are mammals.

Mammals are born alive.

They are warm-blooded animals.

They breathe air.

Mammals are animals with a backbone.
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APPEARANCE

Blue whales are the largest animals on earth.

They grow 30 meters long and weigh 136 tonnes.

They breathe through two blowholes.

They have flippers to help them steer.

Blue whales live for 70 to 80 years.














	

EATING HABITS

Blue whales eat krill.

Krill are small, pink, shrimplike animals.
Blue whales eat thousands of krill each day.
They have no teeth so they swim through the krill.
They open their mouths and their mouths fill with krill and water.
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HOME

Blue whales live in the ocean.

They spend most of their time under the water.

They go to the surface when they need air.

Blue whales travel alone or with their young.

They swim by moving their tails up and down.












	

ENEMIES

Blue whales have few enemies.

Man is their biggest enemy.

Blue whales are endangered because too many were hunted.

They are now protected and cannot be hunted.

Killer whales and orca whales attack young and sick whales.
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YOUNG

Baby blue whales are born alive.

They are about 7 meters long at their birth.

Baby blue whales grow very quickly.

They travel and play with their mothers.

They stay with their mothers for one year.












	

MIGRATION

Blue whales travel to Antarctica in the summer.

They spend their summer eating krill.

There are so many krill in the water that it looks pink.

They grow a layer of fat called blubber.

They travel in the winter to the equator where it is warmer.









ANIMAL FACT CARDS
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TURTLES FACT CARD







	
TURTLES
 FACT CARD












	

REPTILES

Turtles are reptiles.

Reptiles are cold-blooded animals

They have lungs and breathe air.

Reptiles have a backbone.

They have scales covering their bodies
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APPEARANCE

Turtles have a short, wide body and stumpy feet.

They are covered with a shell.

The top shell protects the backbone and ribs.

The bottom shell protects the stomach.

Some turtles live for over 50 years.














	

EATING HABITS

Turtles eat plants and small animals.

They have no teeth.

They have sharp jaws to help them eat.

Their jaws tear the food into smaller pieces.

Turtles eat the small pieces whole.
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HOME

Turtles live in streams, ponds, and lakes.

Turtles live in the mud.

They spend time in the water and on land.

They like to lie in the sun.

They will sleep for days in the mud.












	

ENEMIES

Shells protect turtles from their enemies.

They pull their head, legs, and tail into their shells.

Birds, fish, skunks, raccoons, and snakes eat turtle eggs.

They also eat newly-hatched turtles.

Eggs and newly-hatched turtles have nothing to protect them.














	
[image: ]


	
YOUNG

Turtles hatch from eggs.

Mothers lay their eggs in a hole along the shore.

They lay forty or more white eggs and then leave.

Young turtles never know their mothers.

It takes 3 to 8 years for turtles to become adults.












	

HIBERNATION

Not all turtles hibernate.

Only turtles that live in cold areas hibernate.

Turtles dig holes to hibernate in.

They stay buried in their holes during the winter.

They leave their holes when the weather warms up.









ANIMAL FACT CARDS
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GARTER SNAKES FACT CARD







	
GARTER SNAKES
 FACT CARD











	

REPTILES

Garter snakes are reptiles.

Reptiles are cold-blooded animals.

They have lungs and breathe air.

Reptiles have a backbone.

They have scales covering their body
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APPEARANCE

Garter snakes are long, thin animals.

They have a slender head and a long tail.

They have three stripes running down their body.

The stripes are on a plain or checkered background.

Garter snakes can grow up to 75 centimeters long.














	

EATING HABITS

Garter snakes eat frogs and salamanders.

They also eat earthworms and small fish.

They hunt in the early morning or evening.

Garter snakes have no teeth.

They eat their food whole.
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HOME

Garter snakes live by streams and lakes.

They live in meadows and gardens.

Garter snakes slither along the ground.

They make an ‘S’ with their body as they move.
They like to lie on rocks in the sun.












	

ENEMIES

Garter snakes have many enemies.

Birds, minks, skunks, and man are some of their enemies.

Garter snakes hide from their enemies.

They hide by blending into their surroundings.

When attacked, they thrash their tails and spray their attackers.
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YOUNG

Garter snakes are born alive.

They are born in late summer.

There are up to thirty snakes born at one time.

Young garter snakes are about 15 centimeters long.

They take care of themselves after they are born.












	

HIBERNATION

Garter snakes hibernate in a den.

They eat lots of food before the winter.

They store up body fat.

Hundreds of garter snakes hibernate together.

They leave the den when it gets warm outside.









ANIMAL FACT CARDS
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FROGS FACT CARD







	
FROGS
 FACT CARD












	

AMPHIBIANS

Frogs are amphibians.

Amphibians are cold-blooded.

They have backbones.

They can live on land or in the water.

Amphibians breathe through their lungs and through their skin.
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APPEARANCE

Frogs are small animals with bulging eyes.

They have strong back legs for jumping.

Their front legs break their fall when jumping.

They have webbed toes to help them swim.

Frogs breathe with their lungs and skin.














	

EATING HABITS

Frogs eat insects, minnows, earthworms, and spiders.

They have no teeth.

They have a long, sticky tongue.
Frogs catch their food with their tongue.
They swallow their food whole.
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HOME

Some frogs live in trees?

Other frogs live around ponds, marshes, and swamps.
 They spend some time on the land.
 They spend some time in the water.
 Frogs are most active at night.












	

ENEMIES

Frogs have many enemies.

Their enemies are fish, small animals, snakes, birds, and man.
Adult frogs can protect themselves.

Some frogs ooze a poison out of their skin.

Eggs and tadpoles cannot protect themselves.
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YOUNG

Frogs lay hundreds of eggs.

Tadpoles form in the eggs.

Tadpoles look like fish with tails.

They breathe through gills.
 They lose their tails and gills, and develop lungs.












	

HIBERNATION

Not all frogs hibernate.

Only frogs that live in cold areas hibernate.

Frogs in cold areas need to hibernate or they would freeze.

Frogs bury themselves in the mud.

They bury themselves in the bottom of a pond or a marsh.









ANIMAL FACT CARDS
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SALAMANDERS FACT CARD







	
SALAMANDERS
 FACT CARD












	

AMPHIBIANS

Salamanders are amphibians.

Amphibians are cold-blooded.
They have backbones.

They can live on land and in the water.

Amphibians breathe through their lungs and their skin.
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APPEARANCE

Salamanders have smooth, moist skin.

They are small animals.

They walk around on four legs.

Salamanders have long tails.

If they lose their tail, they grow a new one.












	

EATING HABITS

Salamanders eat grubs, slugs, worms, and insects.
They have no teeth.

They swallow their food whole.

Most salamanders come out at night.

They hunt for their food at night.
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HOME

Salamanders spend most of their life hiding.

They live where it is cool and damp.

Salamanders avoid direct sunlight.

They live under logs or rocks around streams.

Salamanders live in the water and on land.












	

ENEMIES

Salamanders have many enemies.

Some of their enemies are foxes, storks, herons, and snakes.

They change colour to protect themselves from their enemies.

They blend in with their surroundings.

Some salamanders ooze a poison to protect themselves.
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YOUNG

Salamanders lay their eggs in a damp place.
They lay their eggs in the spring.
Babies look a lot like their mothers.
They swim like a fish and breathe through gills.
Later, their gills disappear and lungs develop.












	

HIBERNATION

Most salamanders live in warmer areas.

They do not have to hibernate.

Salamanders that live in cold areas need to hibernate.

They hibernate in the mud or in trees.

They come out of hibernation when the weather warms up.









ANIMAL FACT CARDS
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CANADA GEESE FACT CARD







	
CANADA GEESE
 FACT CARD












	

BIRDS

Canada geese are birds.

Birds are warm-blooded animals.

They have a backbone.

Birds have a beak, two legs, and two wings.
They lay eggs.




	
[image: ]
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APPEARANCE

Canada geese have heavy bodies with long necks.
 They grow to be about one meter long.

Canada geese are gray-brown in colour.
 They have a black head, neck, and tail.
 They have white patches on their chin and cheeks.












	

EATING HABITS

Canada geese eat insects, water plants, seeds, and grain.

They do not have teeth.

They have beaks to help them eat.

Canada geese search for food in the early morning and

evening. They search in fields, meadows, marshes, and

along rivers.
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HOME

Canada geese live throughout North America.

They are found in parks.
 They are found around lakes, rivers, and ponds.
 Canada geese spend their day with their mates.
 They swim in the water and wander on the shore.












	

ENEMIES

Both mother and father geese protect their young.
The mother geese sit on the nests.

The father geese watch out for enemies.

They hiss at their enemies.

They use their beaks and wings to chase away their enemies.
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YOUNG

Canada geese build their nests on the ground.
 They use twigs, weeds, and grasses.
 They line the nests with down.
 Mother geese lay four to ten eggs.
 Baby geese are called goslings.












	

MIGRATION

Canada geese fly south for the winter.
They join other geese to form flocks in the fall.

The flocks fly south before the cold weather comes.

Some Canada geese fly to northern Florida.

Some Canada geese fly to northern Mexico.









ANIMAL FACT CARDS
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PENGUINS FACT CARD







	
PENGUINS
 FACT CARD












	

BIRDS

Penguins are birds.

Birds are warm-blooded animals.

They have a backbone.

Birds have a beak, two legs, and two wings.

They lay eggs.
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APPEARANCE

Penguins have stocky bodies and short legs.

They waddle when they walk.

Penguins have short, thick feathers.

They have white feathers on their belly.

They have black feathers on their back.












	

EATING HABITS

Penguins eat mainly fish.

Sometimes they eat other small water animals.

They eat under the water.

They spend most of their time under the water.

They will stay in the water for weeks at a time.




	
[image: ]
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HOME

Penguins live in the southern part of the

world. They live in places like Antarctica.

Penguins do not fly.

They are excellent swimmers.

They live with other penguins in a colony.












	

ENEMIES

Man is the biggest enemy of the penguins.

Penguins are hunted and boiled for oil.

Leopard seals and killer whales are also their enemies.

Birds eat penguin eggs if the eggs are left alone.

Penguins will bite their enemies or beat them with their wings.
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YOUNG

Most penguins lay one or two eggs. They lay their

eggs in nests on land. Nests are made from

pebbles, mud, and grass. Mothers protect the eggs

while the fathers find food. Fathers protect the eggs

while the mothers find food.












	

MIGRATION

Penguins travel to nesting grounds.

They make nests in colonies called rookeries.

A rookery may contain a million birds.

Penguins stay with their young until they go out on their

own. Young penguins are independent after six months.









ANIMAL FACT CARDS
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LADYBUGS FACT CARD







	
LADYBUGS
 FACT CARD












	

INSECTS

Ladybugs are insects.

Insects have three body parts.

They have a head, a thorax, and an abdomen.

Insects have six legs.

Most insects have antennae.
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APPEARANCE

Ladybugs are small insects.

They are about one centimeter long.

Ladybugs are red or orange with black marks.

They have soft bodies and hard wing covers.

They are also called ladybirds or lady beetles.












	

EATING HABITS

Ladybugs spend a lot of their time eating.

They eat aphids, small insects, insect eggs, and mites.

They also eat pollen and nectar.

Aphids are harmful to plants.
Ladybugs may eat 40 to 75 aphids a day.
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[image: ]


	
HOME

Ladybugs live in fields and gardens.

They live in trees and on the beach.

They are a gardener’s friend.
 They eat insects that are harmful to plants.
 Gardeners build ladybug houses for ladybugs.












	

ENEMIES

Ladybugs have two main enemies.

Their enemies are man and birds.

Man puts chemicals on plants that kill ladybugs.

Birds eat ladybugs.

Ladybugs protect themselves by playing dead.
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YOUNG

Ladybugs lay about 20 yellowish-orange eggs.

Young ladybugs look like worms when they hatch.
 The worms are blue and orange.
 The worms look like little alligators.
 It takes 28 days to grow into an adult ladybug.












	

HIBERNATION

Ladybugs hibernate in the winter.

Hundreds of ladybugs hibernate together.

They hibernate in buildings and under rocks.

They hibernate in ladybug houses.

They come out when the weather warms up.









ANIMAL FACT CARDS
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HONEYBEES FACT CARD







	
HONEYBEES
 FACT CARD












	

INSECTS

Honeybees are insects.

Insects have three body parts.

They have a head, a thorax, and an abdomen.

Insects have six legs.

Most insects have antennae.
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APPEARANCE

Honeybees have black and yellow stripes.

They have four wings.

They have six legs.

There are three kinds of bees. There are

queen bees, worker bees, and drones.












	

EATING HABITS

Honeybees eat pollen and honey.

They get pollen from flowers.

They make honey from nectar.

They get nectar from flowers.

Honeybees drink water.
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HOME

Honeybees live in a colony.

They live with lots of other honeybees.

Some honeybees live in a hive.

Some honeybees live in a hollow tree.

Spend days gathering pollen and nectar.












	

ENEMIES

Honeybees have many enemies.

Bears, skunks, and dragonflies are some of their enemies.

Honeybees sting their enemies.

They sting if they are frightened.

They sting if they are hurt.
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YOUNG

Queen bees lay eggs in cells in the beehive.

Worker bees cover up the cells.

Eggs change to grubs, to pupas, and then to

adults. It takes 21 days to change from an egg to

an adult. Adults chew their way out of the cells.












	

HIBERNATION

Honeybees hibernate during the winter.

They hibernate in a hive.

Worker bees store pollen and honey in the hive.

They store pollen and honey in cells.

Honeybees eat the pollen and honey during the winter.
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STUDENT BOOKLET
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BLACK BEARS







	A.

	Answer the following questions in complete sentences:




	1.

	Describe what a black bear looks like.




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	2.

	How do black bears change as they grow older?




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	3.

	How do black bears eat their food?




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	4.

	What do mother bears teach their young?




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 




	5.

	What do black bears do to prepare for hibernation?




	
	 




	
	 




	
	 











	B.

	Look in books about black bear. Draw four stages in the life cycle of the black bear.













	 
	 
	 
	 



	Birth

	Five Weeks

	Growing Up

	Adult












	C.

	Fill in each blank with a word from the box below:




	 
	1.

	Black bears are _____________.




	 
	2.

	Mother bears teach their ____________________how to survive.




	 
	3.

	Wolves, mountain lions, and ___________________ are a black bear’s enemies.




	 
	4.

	Claws help a black bear dig for ___________________.




	 
	5.

	Cubs are tiny, blind, and ___________________.




	 
	6.

	Black bears are good____________________climbers.




	 
	7.

	Cubs are usually born during ___________________.




	 
	8.

	Black bears live in ___________________.




	 
	9.

	Cubs leave the ___________________ when they are five weeks old.




	 
	l0.

	Father bears do not help ___________________ their















	food

	mammals

	forests

	cubs

	den




	tree

	hairless

	hibernation

	raise

	man








STUDENT BOOKLET
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BLUE WHALES







	A.

	Answer the following questions in complete sentences:




	1.

	Describe what a blue whale looks like.




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	2.

	How do blue whales change as they grow older?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	3.

	How do blue whales eat their food?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	4.

	What do blue whales learn from their mothers?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	5.

	Why are blue whales endangered?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 












	B.

	Look in books about blue whales. Draw four stages in the life cycle of the blue whale.













	 
	 
	 
	 



	Birth

	One Month

	Growing Up

	Adult












	C.

	Fill in each blank with a word from the box below:




	 
	1.

	Blue whales eat thousands of _________________ each day.




	 
	2.

	They breathe through two ____________________.




	 
	3.

	___________________help blue whales to steer.




	 
	4.

	Man is the blue whale’s biggest ___________________.




	 
	5.

	Baby blue whales stay with their ___________________ for one year.




	 
	6.

	Blue whales are the largest ____________________on the earth.




	 
	7.

	They spend most of their time _______________the water.




	 
	8.

	Blue whales travel to ___________________ in the summer.




	 
	9.

	They travel to the ___________________ in the winter.




	 
	l0.

	Krill are small, ___________________, shrimplike animals.















	pink

	animals

	blowholes

	enemy

	equator




	krill

	flippers

	Antarctica

	mother

	under








STUDENT BOOKLET
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MAMMALS








	A.

	Fill in the Blanks.




	 
	1.

	Mammals are born_____________________________.




	 
	2.

	They are_____________________-blooded animals.




	 
	3.

	They________________________air.




	 
	4.

	Mammals are animals with a _________________________.




	B.

	Complete the Venn Diagram showing how black bear and blue whales are alike and different.
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	C.

	Name five other mammals that hibernate for the winter.




	 
	1.

	___________________________




	 
	2.

	___________________________




	 
	3.

	___________________________




	 
	4.

	___________________________




	 
	5.

	___________________________






STUDENT BOOKLET
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TURTLES







	A.

	Answer the following questions in complete sentences:




	1.

	Describe what a turtle looks like.




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	2.

	How do turtles change as they grow older?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	3.

	How do turtles eat their food?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	4.

	How do shells protect turtles?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	5.

	Why don’t pet turtles hibernate?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 












	B.

	Look in books about turtles. Draw four stages in the life cycle of a turtle.













	 
	 
	 
	 



	Birth

	Young Turtle

	Growing Up

	Adult












	C.

	Fill in each blank with a word from the box below:




	 
	1.

	Turtles spend time on _________________ and in water.




	 
	2.

	Some turtles live for over____________________years.




	 
	3.

	Turtles never know their____________________.




	 
	4.

	All turtles are covered with a ___________________.




	 
	5.

	Only turtles that live in________________areas hibernate




	 
	6.

	____________________and newly-hatched turtles have no protection from their enemies.




	 
	7.

	Turtles eat plants and small________________.




	 
	8.

	The top shell protects a turtle’s___________________ .




	 
	9.

	Turtles have sharp ___________________ to help them eat.




	 
	l0.

	Turtles come out of hibernation when the weather ____________________ up.















	eggs

	ribs

	fifty

	cold

	warms




	jaws

	land

	shell

	animals

	mothers
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GARTER SNAKES







	A.

	Answer the following questions in complete sentences:




	1.

	Describe what a garter snake looks like.




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	2.

	How do garter snakes change as they grow older?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	3.

	How do garter snakes eat their food?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	4.

	How do garter snakes protect themselves from enemies?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	5.

	Where do garter snakes hibernate?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 












	B.

	Look in books about garter snakes. Draw four stages in the life cycle of a garter snake













	 
	 
	 
	 



	Birth

	Young Snake

	Growing Up

	Adult












	C.

	Fill in each blank with a word from the box below:




	 
	1.

	Garter snakes hunt in the early morning or ____________________ .




	 
	2.

	They can grow up to_______________centimeters long.




	 
	3.

	Young garter snakes are________________centimeters long.




	 
	4.

	Birds, minks,________________, and man are a garter snake’s enemies.




	 
	5.

	Garter snakes have_______________stripes running down their back.




	 
	6.

	They________________by blending into their surroundings.




	 
	7.

	Baby garter snakes are born in the late_______________.




	 
	8.

	____________of garter snakes hibernate together.




	 
	9.

	Garter snakes have a________________tail.




	 
	10.

	Baby garter snakes are born_________________.















	skunks

	long

	hide

	evening

	seventy-five




	fifteen

	three

	alive

	hundreds

	summer
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REPTILES








	A.

	Fill in the Blanks.




	 
	1.

	Reptiles are ___________________ -blooded animals.




	 
	2.

	They have ___________________ and breathe air.




	 
	3.

	Reptiles have a___________________.




	 
	4.

	They have ____________________ covering their bodies.











	B.

	Complete the Venn Diagram showing how turtles and snakes are alike and different.





[image: ]








	C.

	Name five other reptiles that hibernate for the winter.




	 
	1.

	___________________________




	 
	2.

	___________________________




	 
	3.

	___________________________




	 
	4.

	___________________________




	 
	5.

	___________________________
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FROGS







	B.

	Look in books about frogs. Draw four stages in the life cycle of a frog.













	 
	 
	 
	 



	Birth

	Tadpole

	Growing Up

	Adult












	C.

	Fill in each blank with a word from the box below:




	 
	1.

	Frogs catch food with their_______________.




	 
	2.

	They are most active at______________.




	 
	3.

	Tadpoles look like_______________with tails.




	 
	4.

	Tadpoles breathe through______________.




	 
	5.

	Frogs have bulging_____________________.




	 
	6.

	Frogs spend time in the______________and on land.




	 
	7.

	Only frogs that live in________________areas hibernate.




	 
	8.

	Frogs bury themselves in the__________________.




	 
	9.

	Some adult frogs ooze a_____________________out of their skin to protect themselves.




	 
	10.

	Tadpoles lose their gills and develop ___________________ .















	eyes

	tongues

	poison

	fish

	gills




	night

	cold

	mud

	lungs

	water















	A.

	Answer the following questions in complete sentences:




	1.

	Describe what a frog looks like.




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	2.

	How do frogs change as they grow older?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	3.

	How do frogs eat their food?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	4.

	Why can’t eggs and tadpoles protect themselves?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	5.

	Why do frogs in cold areas hibernate?
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SALAMANDERS







	A.

	Answer the following questions in complete sentences:











	1.

	Describe what a salamander looks like.




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	2.

	How do salamanders change as they grow older?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	3.

	How do salamanders eat their food?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	4.

	How do salamanders protect themselves from enemies?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	5.

	Why don’t all salamanders hibernate?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 












	B.

	Look in books about salamanders. Draw four stages in the life cycle of a salamander.













	 
	 
	 
	 



	Eggs

	Birth

	Growing Up

	Adult












	C.

	Fill in each blank with a word from the box below:




	 
	1.

	Salamanders have smooth, _______________skin.




	 
	2.

	Most salamanders come out at ___________________ .




	 
	3.

	Baby___________________look a lot like their mothers.




	 
	4.

	Salamanders live where it is____________________and damp.




	 
	5.

	They blend in with their____________________to protect themselves.




	 
	6.

	If a salamander loses its tail, it______________________ another one.




	 
	7.

	_______________are laid in the spring.




	 
	8.

	Salamanders swallow their food__________________.




	 
	9.

	They eat grubs, slugs,__________________and insects.




	 
	10.

	Salamanders avoid direct ________________.















	grows

	whole

	night

	sunlight

	salamanders




	moist

	cool

	eggs

	worms

	surroundings
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AMPHIBIANS








	A.

	Fill in the Blanks.




	 
	1.

	Amphibians are_________________________-blooded.




	 
	2.

	They have _________________________.




	 
	3.

	They can live on___________________or in the ________________.




	 
	4.

	Amphibians breathe through their ____________________ and through their skin.




	B.

	Complete the Venn Diagram showing how frogs and salamanders are alike and different.
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	C.

	Name five other amphibians that hibernate for the winter.




	 
	1.

	___________________________




	 
	2.

	___________________________




	 
	3.

	___________________________




	 
	4.

	___________________________




	 
	5.

	___________________________
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CANADA GEESE







	A.

	Answer the following questions in complete sentences:











	1.

	Describe what a Canada goose looks like.




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	2.

	How do Canada geese change as they grow older?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	3.

	How do Canada geese eat their food?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	4.

	How do Canada geese chase away their enemies?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	5.

	What do Canada geese do to get ready to migrate?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 












	B.

	Look in books about Canada Geese. Draw four stages in the life cycle of a Canada Goose.













	 
	 
	 
	 



	Eggs

	Birth

	Growing Up

	Adult












	C.

	Fill in each blank with a word from the box below:




	 
	1.

	Canada geese have a______________head, neck, and tail.




	 
	2.

	They grow to be about one____________________long.




	 
	3.

	Mother geese lay four to ten___________________.




	 
	4.

	Nests are built out of_____________, weeds, and grasses.




	 
	5.

	Both the_______________and father protect their young.




	 
	6.

	Baby geese are called_________________.




	 
	7.

	Canada geese hunt for food in the early _______________and evening.




	 
	8.

	They live around_____________, rivers, and ponds.




	 
	9.

	Canada geese eat insects, water plants, ____________and grain.




	 
	10.

	Flocks of geese fly_________________before winter.















	morning

	mother

	south

	meter

	eggs




	black

	lakes

	goslings

	twigs

	seeds
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PENGUINS







	A.

	Answer the following questions in complete sentences:




	1.

	Describe what a penguin looks like.




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	2.

	How do penguins change as they grow older?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	3.

	How do penguins eat their food?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	4.

	Why are birds an enemy of the penguin?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	5.

	What is a rookery?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 












	B.

	Look in books about penguins. Draw four stages in the life cycle of a penguin.













	 
	 
	 
	 



	Eggs

	Birth

	Growing Up

	Adult












	C.

	Fill in each blank with a word from the box below:




	 
	1.

	Penguins________________when they walk.




	 
	2.

	They have_______________________feathers on their back.




	 
	3.

	___________________is the biggest enemy of the penguin.




	 
	4.

	Most penguins lay_________________________or two eggs.




	 
	5.

	Penguins live in places like_____________________.




	 
	6.

	They are excellent________________.




	 
	7.

	Nests are made from________________, mud, and grass.




	 
	8.

	Penguins eat under the_________________.




	 
	9.

	Penguins do not ________________________.




	 
	10.

	A rookery may contain a __________________birds.















	man

	waddle

	pebbles

	fly

	swimmers




	water

	one

	black

	million

	Antarctica
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BIRDS








	A.

	Fill in the Blanks.




	 
	1.

	Birds are warm-_____________________animals.




	 
	2.

	They have a _____________________ .




	 
	3.

	Birds have a beak, two legs, and two ________________ .




	 
	4.

	They lay ________________ .




	B.

	Complete the Venn Diagram showing how Canada geese and penguins are alike and different.
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	C.

	Name five other birds that migrate for the winter.




	 
	1.

	___________________________




	 
	2.

	___________________________




	 
	3.

	___________________________




	 
	4.

	___________________________




	 
	5.

	___________________________
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LADYBUGS







	A.

	Answer the following questions in complete sentences:




	1.

	Describe what a ladybug looks like.




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	2.

	How do ladybugs change as they grow older?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	3.

	Why are ladybugs a gardener’s friend?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	4.

	Why is man an enemy of the ladybug?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	5.

	Where do ladybugs hibernate for the winter?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 












	B.

	Look in books about ladybugs. Draw four stages in the life cycle of a ladybug.













	 
	 
	 
	 



	Eggs

	Birth

	Growing Up

	Adult












	C.

	Fill in each blank with a word from the box below:




	 
	1.

	Ladybugs are red with__________________marks.




	 
	2.

	Gardeners build ladybug________________for ladybugs.




	 
	3.

	___________________eat ladybugs.




	 
	4.

	Ladybugs have soft____________________and hard wing covers.




	 
	5.

	They spend a lot of their time_____________________.




	 
	6.

	__________________are harmful to plants.




	 
	7.

	It takes 28 days for a ladybug to_____________________ into an adult.




	 
	8.

	Ladybugs protect themselves by playing ____________.




	 
	9.

	Ladybugs live in_________________and gardens.




	 
	10.

	Hundreds of ladybugs_______________together.















	bodies

	aphids

	black

	houses

	grow




	dead

	eating

	birds

	fields

	hibernate
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HONEYBEES







	A.

	Answer the following questions in complete sentences:











	1.

	Describe what a honeybee looks like.




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	2.

	How do honeybees change as they grow older?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	3.

	Where do honeybees get their food?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	4.

	What do honeybees do to their enemies?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	5.

	What do honeybees eat during the winter?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 












	B.

	Look in books about honeybees. Draw four stages in the life cycle of a honeybee.













	 
	 
	 
	 



	Eggs

	Grub

	Pupa

	Adult












	C.

	Fill in each blank with a word from the box below:




	 
	1.

	Honeybees ____________________in a colony.




	 
	2.

	They live in a hive or a hollow ___________________.




	 
	3.

	There are_______________kinds of bees.




	 
	4.

	Honeybees have_________________and yellow stripes.




	 
	5.

	Bears, skunks, and ____________________ are enemies of the honeybees.




	 
	6.

	Honeybees make__________________from nectar.




	 
	7.

	It takes 21_____________________for a honeybee to become an adult.




	 
	8.

	Worker bees store____________________and honey in the hive.




	 
	9.

	Honeybees_______________________their enemies.




	 
	10.

	Queen bees lay_______________________in the cells.















	honey

	three

	pollen

	eggs

	live




	tree

	sting

	black

	days

	dragonflies
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INSECTS








	A.

	Fill in the Blanks.




	 
	1.

	Insects have__________________body parts.




	 
	2.

	They have a head, a_____________________, and an abdomen.




	 
	3.

	Insects have________________________legs.




	 
	4.

	Most insects have_______________________.




	B.

	Complete the Venn Diagram showing how ladybugs and honeybees are alike and different.
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	C.

	Name five other insects that hibernate for the winter.




	 
	1.

	___________________________




	 
	2.

	___________________________




	 
	3.

	___________________________




	 
	4.

	___________________________




	 
	5.

	___________________________
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RESEARCH OUTLINE







	Name of Animal:

	 




	Type of Animal:

	 





(mammal, reptile, amphibian, bird, insect)

Appearance







	*

	




	*

	




	*

	




	*

	




	*

	





Eating Habits







	*

	




	*

	




	*

	




	*

	




	*

	





Home







	*

	




	*

	




	*

	




	*

	




	*

	





Enemies







	*

	




	*

	




	*

	




	*

	




	*

	




	*

	





Young







	*

	




	*

	




	*

	




	*

	




	*

	




	*

	





Hibernation / Migration







	*

	




	*

	




	*

	




	*

	




	*

	




	*

	













	Animal Report On:

	











	Written and Illustrated By:
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APPEARANCE
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EATING HABITS
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HOME
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ENEMIES
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YOUNG
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HIBERNATION / MIGRATION

[image: ]

[image: ]


ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES

[image: ]

VOCABULARY MATCH







	danger

	something that can cause harm




	backbone

	the main bone in the middle of the back




	migrate

	a movement from one place to another place




	enemies

	a group that causes harm to others




	young

	small animals




	appearance

	the way an animal looks




	hibernate

	to spend the winter sleeping




	animal

	any living thing that is not a plant




	mammal

	an animal that is warm-blooded and born alive




	reptile

	an animal that has scales covering its body




	amphibian

	an animal that lives on land and in the water




	bird

	an animal with a beak, two legs, and two wings




	insect

	an animal with six legs, a head, a thorax and an abdomen




	warm-blooded

	blood with a temperature between 36°C and 44°C




	cold-blooded

	blood whose temperature varies with the surroundings
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WORD SEARCH PUZZLE
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	bear

	salamander

	whale




	turtle

	penguin

	goose




	snake

	ladybug

	frog




	
	honeybee
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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ACROSS







	3

	Frogs have webbed __________________ to help them swim.




	6

	Blue whales are the __________________ animals on earth.




	8

	Most salamanders come out at __________________.




	9

	Canada geese have __________________ to help them eat.




	10

	Ladybugs are red with __________________ marks.





DOWN







	1

	Garter snakes have three __________________ running down their back.




	2

	Honeybees eat __________________ and honey.




	4

	Black bears eat lots of __________________ to get ready for the winter.




	5

	Penguins eat mainly __________________.




	7

	Turtles are covered with a___________________.
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WHAT AM I? RIDDLES







	  1.

	I waddle when I walk.




	 
	I have white feathers on my belly.




	 
	I have black feathers on my back.




	 
	I eat under the water.




	 
	I stay in the water for weeks at a time.




	 
	What am I?




	  2.

	I live in the ocean.




	 
	I breathe through two blowholes.




	 
	I am the largest animal on earth.




	 
	I have flippers to help me steer.




	 
	I eat thousands of krill each day.




	 
	What am I?




	  3.

	I am covered with a shell.




	 
	I have a short, wide body and stumpy feet.




	 
	I eat plants and small animals.




	 
	I live in the mud near streams, ponds, and lakes.




	 
	I spend time on land and in the water.




	 
	What am I?




	  4.

	I am a small insect.




	 
	I am red or orange with black marks.




	 
	I am a gardener’s friend.




	 
	I eat insects that are harmful to plants.




	 
	Gardeners build houses for me.




	 
	What am I?




	  5.

	I am a small animal with bulging eyes.




	 
	I have strong back legs for jumping.




	 
	I catch food with my tongue.




	 
	I eat insects, minnows, earthworms, and spiders.




	 
	I am most active at night.




	 
	What am I?




	  6.

	I am a thin animal with a slender head and a long tail.




	 
	I have three stripes running down my body.




	 
	I eat frogs, salamanders, earthworms, and small fish.




	 
	I hunt in the early morning and evening.




	 
	I like to lie on rocks in the sun.




	 
	What am I?




	  7.

	I have a heavy body with a long neck.




	 
	I have a black head, neck, and tail.




	 
	I have white patches on my chin and cheeks.




	 
	I live in parks around lakes, rivers, and ponds.




	 
	I swim in the water and wander on the shore.




	 
	What am I?




	  8.

	I have brown or black fur.




	 
	I have a short tail and round ears.




	 
	I eat nuts, berries, honey, and grass.




	 
	I also eat fish and small animals.




	 
	I hibernate in a cave or den for the winter.




	 
	What am I?




	  9.

	I have smooth, moist skin.




	 
	I walk around on four legs.




	 
	I eat grubs, slugs, worms, and insects.




	 
	I swallow my food whole.




	 
	I live where it is cool and damp.




	 
	What am I?




	10.

	I have black and yellow stripes.




	 
	I eat pollen and honey.




	 
	I make honey from nectar.




	 
	I live in a colony.




	 
	I sting my enemies.




	 
	What am I?
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UNIT TEST








	A.

	FILL IN THE BLANKS.




	 
	1.

	___________________are the largest animals on earth.




	 
	2.

	Ladybugs are___________________with black marks.




	 
	3.

	Garter snakes make an___________________with their body as they move.




	 
	4.

	Black bears hibernate in__________________.




	 
	5.

	Salamanders hunt for food at__________________.




	 
	6.

	Canada geese fly__________________for the winter.




	 
	7.

	Penguins stay in the__________________for weeks at a time.




	 
	8.

	Turtles are covered with a__________________.




	 
	9.

	Tadpoles breathe through__________________.




	 
	10.

	Honeybees__________________their enemies.




	B.

	VOCABULARY - Write the meaning of the following:











	1. hibernate

	




	




	











	2. animal

	




	




	











	3. cold-blooded

	




	




	











	4. danger

	




	




	











	5. migrate

	




	




	











	C.

	Print five animals under each category.

















	MAMMALS

	REPTILES

	AMPHIBIANS




	1.

	

	 

	1.

	

	 

	1.

	




	2.

	

	 

	2.

	

	 

	2.

	




	3.

	

	 

	3.

	

	 

	3.

	




	4.

	

	 

	4.

	

	 

	4.

	




	5.

	

	 

	5.

	

	 

	5.

	
















	

	BIRDS

	

	INSECTS

	




	

	1.

	

	

	1.

	

	




	

	2.

	

	

	2.

	

	




	

	3.

	

	

	3.

	

	




	

	4.

	

	

	4.

	

	




	

	5.

	

	

	5.

	

	











	D.

	Answer the following questions in complete sentences:




	1.

	How are black bears and blue whales the same?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	2.

	How are reptiles and amphibians different?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	3.

	Why do ladybugs hibernate for the winter?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	4.

	Why do blue whales travel to Antarctica in summer?




	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	5.

	Why do penguins travel to nesting grounds?
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UNIT EVALUATION

Three things that I have learned about animals are:







	1.

	 



	
	 



	
	 



	2.

	 



	
	 



	
	 



	
	 



	3.

	 



	
	 



	
	 



	
	 




One thing I liked about this unit was:







	1.

	 



	
	 



	
	 




One thing I did not like about this unit was:







	1.
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ABOUT THIS BOOK

Animal Life Cycles

Our “Animal Life Cycles” unit looks at the life cycles
of ten different animals. It studies two different
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