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UNIT OVERVIEW
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COMMUNITIES AROUND THE WORLD

The “Communities Around The World” unit focuses on a community in Egypt as well as other communities around the world. The “Communities Around The World” unit is divided into five sections. The first section contains a set of lesson plans for the teacher. Details are provided for the activities that the children participate in during each lesson. The second section provides a student booklet in which children record their research and findings. The third section includes activities that are used during the lessons of the unit. The fourth section includes a jot notes outline, a jot notes guide, a report outline, and a bibliography outline that the children need to complete a report on a community somewhere in the world. The final section contains a crossword puzzle and a word search puzzle that reinforces some of the vocabulary used throughout the “Communities Around the World” unit.

A display of books about different communities around the world should be set up somewhere in the classroom. Children refer to these books as they complete the different activities in this unit. They are also encouraged to read these books in their spare time and during silent reading.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Throughout the unit, the children learn about:








	 
	-

	the concepts of ‘custom’ and ‘tradition’




	 
	-

	the customs and traditions of the people in their own community




	 
	-

	the customs and traditions of different communities throughout the world




	 
	-

	the games traditionally played by children throughout the world




	 
	-

	the different celebrations held by various communities throughout the world




	 
	-

	traditional foods and dishes eaten by people throughout the world




	 
	-

	writing jot notes




	 
	-

	turning jot notes into paragraphs




	 
	-

	writing reports.
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LESSON PLANS
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DAY ONE, DAY TWO

DAY ONE

Brainstorming

Discuss the meaning of the terms ‘custom’ and ‘tradition’. As a class, brainstorm a list of customs and traditions that the children and their families keep. Accept all responses given by the children and continue this activity until all responses from the children have been exhausted. Encourage discussions of the responses and give the children time to tell the rest of the class about the customs and traditions they follow in their family. Share your customs and traditions with your class.

Student Booklets

After the brainstorming activity, have the children complete the activity on customs and traditions in their student booklets. Remind the children to answer all the questions using complete sentences.

Vocabulary Match Game

As the children finish their student booklets, they play the Vocabulary Match Game individually or with a partner. The children match the words to their definitions or they use the cards to play a game of concentration.

DAY TWO

Brainstorming

The children brainstorm a list of foods associated with different countries. They name the food and try to identify the country where the food is eaten. If they can’t identify the country, leave a space to see if they can discover the country of origin later. Record the children’s responses on a sheet of chart paper. Accept all responses given by the children and continue this activity until all responses from the children have been exhausted.

Student Booklets

The children work with a partner or in a small group to complete this activity. Working with their partner or in their small group, the children search through books in the class book display to discover foods eaten by people of different countries. On the chart in their student booklets, the children list the name of the food, the country where the food is eaten, and a description of the food. If the children discover that a food is associated with more than one country, they list the names of all the countries under the ‘country’ heading on the chart. After all of the children have completed the activity, add to the brainstormed list as a class. See how many foods the children came up with and if they discovered the countries of origin for all of the foods they had brainstormed earlier.

Vocabulary Match Game

As the children finish their student booklets, they play the Vocabulary Match Game individually or with a partner. The children match the words to their definitions or they use the cards to play a game of concentration.
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DAY THREE, DAY FOUR

DAY THREE

Brainstorming

The children brainstorm a list of games associated with different countries. They name the game and try to identify the country where the game is played. If they can’t identify the country, leave a space to see if they can discover the country of origin later. Record the children’s responses on a sheet of chart paper. Accept all responses given by the children and continue this activity until all responses from the children have been exhausted.

Student Booklets

The children work with a partner or in a small group to complete this activity. Working with their partner or in their small group, the children search through books in the class book display to discover games played by people of different countries. On the chart in their student booklets, the children list the name of the game, the country where the game is played, and a description of the game. If the children discover that the game is played in more than one country, they list the names of all the countries under the ‘country’ heading on the chart. After all of the children have completed the activity, add to the brainstormed list as a class. See how many games the children came up with and if they discovered the countries of origin for all of the games they had brainstormed earlier.

Vocabulary Match Game

As the children finish their student booklets, they play the Vocabulary Match Game individually or with a partner. The children match the words to their definitions or they use the cards to play a game of concentration.

DAY FOUR

Student Booklets

Each child chooses one game that they discovered during their search through the books in the book display during Day Three. The children then find out as much as they can about the game and fill out the different sections of the “Games Around the World”  page in their student booklets. When they have finished their research, they try to play the game. After all of the children have finished their research, they tell the rest of the class about the game and demonstrate how the game is played.

Vocabulary Match Game

As the children finish their student booklets, they play the Vocabulary Match Game individually or with a partner. The children match the words to their definitions or they use the cards to play a game of concentration.
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DAY FIVE, DAY SIX

DAY FIVE

Brainstorming

The children brainstorm a list of celebrations associated with different countries. They name the celebration and try to identify the country where the celebration takes place. If they can’t identify the country, leave a space to see if they can discover the country of origin later. Record the children’s responses on a sheet of chart paper. Accept all responses given by the children and continue this activity until all responses from the children have been exhausted.

Student Booklets

The children work with a partner or in a small group to complete this activity. Working with their partner or in their small group, the children search through books in the class book display to discover celebrations celebrated by people of different countries. On the chart in their student booklets, the children list the name of the celebration, the country where it is celebrated, and a description of the celebration. If the children discover that the celebration is associated with more than one country, they list the names of all the countries under the ‘country’ heading on the chart. After all of the children have completed the activity, add to the brainstormed list as a class. See how many celebrations the children came up with and if they discovered the countries of origin for all of the celebrations they had brainstormed earlier.

Vocabulary Match Game

As the children finish their student booklets, they play the  Vocabulary Match Game individually or with a partner. The children match the words to their definitions or they use the cards to play a game of concentration.

DAY SIX

Student Booklets

Each child chooses one celebration that they discovered during their search through the books in the book display during Day Five. The children then find out as much as they can about the celebration and fill out the different sections of the “Celebrations Around the World” page in their student booklets. After all of the children have finished their research, they tell the rest of the class about the celebration they studied.

Vocabulary Match Game

As the children finish their student booklets, they play the Vocabulary Match Game individually or with a partner. The children match the words to their definitions or they use the cards to play a game of concentration.
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DAY SEVEN, DAYS EIGHT TO ELEVEN

DAY SEVEN

Egyptian Community Report

Give each child, pair of children, or small group of children a copy of the Egyptian Community Jot Notes. Explain to the children that the jot notes are divided into different categories. Tell the children that they are going to write a report about an Egyptian community. Explain to the children that they will work through a few of the categories as a class and then they will complete the remaining categories with a partner or in a small group. Before beginning the report, briefly go through each of the categories with the children and explain the type of information that they will find under each category. Hand out a Communities Around the World Report Outline to each child. Have the children write the word ‘Egyptian’ in the blank before the word ‘community’ on the cover of the report. Show the children a map of Egypt and have them draw an outline of this country on the cover of their report outline. Read the information under the category ‘map’ and have the children label the different places and landforms on the outline of Egypt that they drew. Encourage the children to add to their map throughout the study of Egypt. Next, use the jot notes under the category ‘background information’ to write a paragraph. The children write this paragraph as a class and write it on the appropriate page in their report. If there is time, work through the ‘land’ category as a class.

Vocabulary Match Game

As the children finish writing their paragraphs on ‘land’, they play the Vocabulary Match Game individually or with a partner. The children match the words to their definitions or they use the cards to play a game of concentration.

DAYS EIGHT, NINE, TEN, AND ELEVEN

Egyptian Community Report

The children work on writing paragraphs for the different categories of their Egyptian report. Depending on the ability of the children in your class, you may want to continue to work through the various categories as a class. The children should try to write a paragraph for at least three categories each day. When the children are finished writing their paragraphs, they illustrate the different pages.

Vocabulary Match Game

As the children finish writing their reports, they play the Vocabulary Match Game individually or with a partner. The children match the words to their definitions or they use the cards to play a game of concentration.
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DAY TWELVE, DAY THIRTEEN, DAYS FOURTEEN AND FIFTEEN

DAY TWELVE

Student Booklets

Discuss what the children have learned about an Egyptian community. Work through the various categories and have the children identify the different customs and traditions that are still practiced by the Egyptian people. The children then answer the questions in their student booklets. Remind the children to answer the questions using complete sentences.

Vocabulary Match Game

As the children finish their student booklets, they play the Vocabulary Match Game individually or with a partner. The children match the words to their definitions or they use the cards to play a game of concentration.

DAY THIRTEEN

Communities Around The World Jot Notes

Have each child, pair of children, or small group of children choose a community to research. The community can be found in any country of the world. You may want to let the children look through the books in the book display to find a community to research. Once the children have determined their topics, give each child a copy of the Jot Notes Outline and the Jot Notes Guide. Explain to the children that the guide provides questions to help them in their research. Be sure to tell the children that they are not limited to the questions in the guide. Go through the guide and outline with the children so that they understand what they are expected to do on the outline. The children then begin their research. Encourage the children to use at least two different sources. Show the children how to cite a source on a bibliography. If the children are unfamiliar with writing bibliography entries, do a number of examples on the chalkboard. The children can then use these examples as a reference when they are writing their own bibliography entries. Give each of the children a copy of the Bibliography Outline to record their sources.

DAYS FOURTEEN AND FIFTEEN

Communities Around The World Jot Notes

The children work on researching information for their chosen communities. They fill out the jot notes outline with their findings. Encourage the children to use different sources. Remind the children that jot notes are brief and are not usually written in complete sentences.

Vocabulary Match Game

As the children finish their jot notes, they play the Vocabulary Match Game individually or with a partner. The children match the words to their definitions or they use the cards to play a game of concentration.
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DAYS SIXTEEN TO NINETEEN, DAY TWENTY, DAY TWENTY-ONE

DAYS SIXTEEN, SEVENTEEN, EIGHTEEN, AND NINETEEN

Communities Around The World Report

The children work on their community reports using the Report Outline included in this unit. The children write paragraphs for the various topics on the outline. After the children finish writing all of the paragraphs, they illustrate the different pages in their reports.

Vocabulary Match Game

As the children finish their reports, they play the Vocabulary Match Game individually or with a partner. The children match the words to their definitions or they use the cards to play a game of concentration.

DAY TWENTY

Student Booklets

Discuss what the children have learned about the customs and traditions of the communities they researched. Work through the various categories and have the children identify the customs and traditions still practiced by people in different communities around the world. The children then answer the questions in their student booklets. Remind the children to answer the questions using complete sentences.

Vocabulary Match Game

As the children finish their student booklets, they play the Vocabulary Match Game individually or with a partner. The children match the words to their definitions or they use the cards to play a game of concentration.

DAY TWENTY-ONE

Student Booklets

The children compare the findings from their research on their chosen community with the information they learned about the Egyptian community that they studied earlier. Encourage the children to focus on the customs and traditions of these two communities. Remind the children to answer the questions in their student booklets using complete sentences.

Vocabulary Match Game

As the children finish their student booklets, they play the Vocabulary Match Game individually or with a partner. The children match the words to their definitions or they use the cards to play a game of concentration.
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DAY TWENTY-TWO, DAYS TWENTY-THREE TO TWENTY-FIVE, DAY TWENTY-SIX, DAY TWENTY-SEVEN

DAY TWENTY-TWO

Student Booklets

Discuss what the children have learned about the customs and traditions of different communities around the world. Talk about the similarities and differences of the customs and traditions. You may want to summarize their comments on the chalkboard. The children then answer the questions in their student booklets. Let the children work with a partner or in a small group, so that they have someone to discuss the questions and their answers with. Remind the children to answer the questions using complete sentences.

Vocabulary Match Game

As the children finish their student booklets, they play the Vocabulary Match Game individually or with a partner. The children match the words to their definitions or they use the cards to play a game of concentration.

DAYS TWENTY-THREE, TWENTY-FOUR, AND TWENTY-FIVE

Communities Around The World Day

As a class, plan a Communities Around The World Day. On that day, the children will present some of the information they have discovered about their chosen communities. The children should think of some way to display their information. They may choose to make a poster, use chart paper, etc. Each child should draw a map showing the country that their community is found in. The children then decide on the activities they are going to have on their Communities Around The World Day. They may want to put on a fashion show wearing traditional clothing from the different countries they have researched, play games that the children from the different countries play, or sample traditional foods from different countries. Let the children plan the day to see what ideas they come up with. Provide the children with guidance whenever needed. After a day of planning and a day of preparation, invite parents and grandparents, younger school children, or another Grade Three class to come and take part in the Communities Around The World Day.

DAY TWENTY-SIX

Review

Give each child a copy of the crossword puzzle and the word search puzzle included in this unit, to review some of the vocabulary words studied throughout the “Communities Around the World” unit. When they have completed the puzzles, they work with a partner and ask each other questions about the information in this unit or they play the Vocabulary Match Game.

DAY TWENTY-SEVEN

Unit Test

The children write a test on Communities Around the World. The test is included in this unit. Encourage the children to reread their student booklets to prepare for the test.
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CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS








	1.

	What does the term ‘custom’ mean?




	 
	 




	 
	 




	 
	 




	2.

	What does the term ‘tradition’ mean?




	 
	 




	 
	 




	 
	 




	3.

	Do you think that everyone in the world has customs and traditions they keep? Explain your answer.




	 
	 




	 
	 




	 
	 




	 
	 




	 
	 




	 
	 




	 
	 




	4.

	List three customs and traditions that you and your family follow:




	 
	a.

	                                                                 



	 
	 
	                    



	 
	 
	                    



	 
	 
	 




	 
	 
	 




	 
	b.

	 




	 
	 
	 




	 
	 
	 




	 
	 
	 




	 
	 
	 




	 
	c.
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FOODS FROM AROUND THE WORLD








	Name of Food

	Country

	Description




	tsung tzu

	Taiwan

	




	kimch’i

	South Korea

	




	kim pap

	South Korea

	




	pytti panna

	Norway

	




	damper

	Australia

	




	lamington

	Australia

	




	dim sum

	Hong Kong

	




	tsun guen

	Hong Kong

	




	dango

	Japan

	




	babootie

	South Africa

	




	tortillas

	Mexico

	




	memela

	Mexico

	




	gomae

	Japan
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GAMES FROM AROUND THE WORLD








	Name of Game

	Country

	Description




	kakkurembo

	Japan

	




	beedama

	Japan

	




	jan-ken-pon

	Japan

	




	poli cia y ladrones

	Costa Rica

	




	el juego de manos

	Mexico

	




	sei ga

	Sudan

	




	mahjong

	Singapore
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GAMES AROUND THE WORLD







	Name of Game:

	                                                                 



	Country of Origin:

	 




	Number of Players:

	 




	Equipment Needed:

	 




	How Game is Played:

	 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Illustration of Game:
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CELEBRATIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD








	Name of Celebration

	Country

	Description




	Harvest Festival

	Bolivia

	




	Dragon Boat Festival

	Taiwan

	




	Chinese New Year

	Singapore

	




	Ch’usok

	South Korea

	




	Syttende Mai

	Norway

	




	Doll Festival

	Japan
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CELEBRATIONS AROUND THE WORLD







	Name of Celebration:

	                                                                       



	Country of Origin:

	 




	Description of Celebration:

	 





 

 

 

 







	Significance of Celebration:

	                                                                       




 

 

 

Illustration of Celebration:
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A COMMUNITY IN EGYPT








	1.

	List five ways that the Egyptian people keep their customs and traditions:




	 

	a.

	                                                                 



	 

	 

	 




	 

	 

	 




	 

	b.

	 




	 

	 

	 




	 

	 

	 




	 

	c.

	 




	 

	 

	 




	 

	 

	 




	 

	d.

	 




	 

	 

	 




	 

	 

	 




	 

	e.
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A COMMUNITY FROM AROUND THE WORLD








	1.

	List five ways that the people in the community you have researched keep their customs and traditions:




	 

	a.

	                                                                 



	 

	 

	 




	 

	 

	 




	 

	b.

	 




	 

	 

	 




	 

	 

	 




	 

	c.

	 




	 

	 

	 




	 

	 

	 




	 

	d.

	 




	 

	 

	 




	 

	 

	 




	 

	e.
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COMMUNITY COMPARISONS







	1.

	What are the similarities between the customs and traditions of the Egyptian community and the customs and traditions of the community you have researched?




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	2.

	What are the differences between the customs and traditions of the Egyptian community and the customs and traditions of the community you have researched?




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	3.

	Do both communities eat similar food? If yes, do they prepare their food in the same way? Explain your answer. If no, explain the differences between the ways that each community prepares their food.




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	4.

	Do both communities play similar games? If yes, do they play the games in the same way? Explain your answer. If no, explain the difference between the games that each community plays.




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	5.

	Do both communities celebrate similar holidays? If yes, do they celebrate the holidays in the same way? Explain your answer. If no, explain the difference between the ways that the communities celebrate their holidays.
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SUMMARY QUESTIONS







	1.

	Why do people want to keep their customs and traditions?




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	2.

	Do you think that everyone in a community should keep the same customs and traditions or do you think that everyone should be able to keep their own customs and traditions? Explain your answer.




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	3.

	Why might the customs and traditions of a community change?




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	 

	 




	4.

	What are the different ways that people respond to change?
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UNIT ACTIVITIES
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EGYPTIAN COMMUNITY JOT NOTES








	Map




	 
	-

	west – Libya




	 
	-

	south – Sudan




	 
	-

	northeast – Israel and Jordan




	 
	-

	east – Saudi, Red Sea




	 
	-

	north – Mediterranean Sea
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	Background Information




	 
	-

	population of Egypt is 85,364,585 (as of 2015)




	 
	-

	capital city of Egypt is Cairo




	 
	-

	half the population live in cities and half in villages and small towns




	 
	-

	located in northeast corner of Africa and southwestern tip of Asia




	Land




	 
	-

	99% of population live in Nile Valley




	 
	-

	fertile land in Nile Valley




	 
	-

	rest of land in Egypt is desert




	 
	-

	Nile River is longest river in the world (6700 km from North to South)




	 
	-

	very little rain in Egypt




	 
	-

	have two seasons: cool winter from November to April and hot summer from May to October
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	Natural Resources




	 
	-

	fertile farm land




	 
	-

	oil, natural gas, coal (meets energy needs of country)




	 
	-

	some iron ore, phosphate, limestone, manganese, salt




	Industries




	 
	-

	cement




	 
	-

	textile mills (cotton is turned into cloth and clothing)




	 
	-

	iron, steel, and aluminum products




	 
	-

	chemicals, fertilizers, and plastics




	 
	-

	tourism is most profitable industry




	 
	-

	over one million tourists each year
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	Daily Life




	 
	-

	mixture of old ways and new ways (cars and donkeys on road, modern buildings and mud brick buildings)




	 
	-

	farming is an important way of life




	 
	-

	very little rain so have built canals for irrigation




	 
	-

	endless sunshine so can grow crops year round




	 
	-

	4% of land good for farming




	 
	-

	land needed for housing




	 
	-

	most farming villages have mud brick houses (made the same way as long ago)
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	Language




	 
	-

	official language is Arabic




	 
	-

	three forms of Arabic: classical, modern, and Egyptian




	 
	-

	classical is used in Koran




	 
	-

	modern is used in writing and in school




	 
	-

	Egyptian is used in daily life




	 
	-

	educated Egyptians also speak English and French




	 
	-

	Egyptian words: bent – girl, walad – boy, ezayak – hello, ma salama – good bye, mayya – water
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	Religion




	 
	-

	follow the Koran (holy book of Islam – writings and teachings of Muhammad)




	 
	-

	Koran dictates all aspects of life




	 
	-

	Fridays are day of rest (men go to mosque, women pray at home)




	 
	-

	Islam followers are Muslims




	 
	-

	95% of population are Muslims, 5% Christians




	 
	-

	Muslims believe in one God (Allah)




	 
	-

	pray five times a day, wherever they are, facing Mecca (Muhammad’s birthplace)
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	Clothing




	 
	-

	men and boys wear a galabiyyahs (a cotton robe)




	 
	-

	galabiyyahs are cool when it is hot outside




	 
	-

	women traditionally wear a black outer dress over a colourful house dress




	 
	-

	women wear jewelry (insurance against poverty if husband dies or divorces her)




	 
	-

	girls wear dresses and skirts




	 
	-

	boys wear pants or shorts with shirts




	 
	-

	some women cover heads with scarves




	 
	-

	some men wear turbans
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	Housing




	 
	-

	wood is rare as most of Egypt is desert




	 
	-

	houses are made of concrete, mud brick, cement, or stone




	 
	-

	mud bricks are made by laying bricks out in the sun until dry




	 
	-

	mud brick houses on farms




	 
	-

	cities have high rise apartments made of brick or cement
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	Education




	 
	-

	shortage of teachers and materials




	 
	-

	private and public schools




	 
	-

	most children go to public schools




	 
	-

	study English, French, math, science, social studies, music




	 
	-

	may be 40 to 50 students in each class




	 
	-

	all education is free (right through college)
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	Food




	 
	-

	grow rice, wheat, corn, beans, sugarcane, and fruit




	 
	-

	fishing is important




	 
	-

	aysh – whole wheat bread




	 
	-

	mahsi – rice and spices rolled in cabbage or grape leaves




	 
	-

	forakh – broiled chicken




	 
	-

	mahalabya – pudding made of ground rice with milk and sugar
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	Transportation




	 
	-

	ships, boats, barges, and sailboats on river




	 
	-

	camels, donkeys




	 
	-

	trains, cars, buses, and trucks
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	Role of Adults




	 
	-

	most women are homemakers (prepare food, look after homes and children, care for animals)




	 
	-

	most men work in the fields or in the factories or shops in cities




	Role of Children




	 
	-

	children must attend school from ages 6 to 12




	 
	-

	young children herd sheep and goats




	 
	-

	boys learn how to work the land




	 
	-

	girls fetch water, milk goats, feed chickens, learn to haul water in a jug balanced on their head
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	Recreation




	 
	-

	marbles, hide and seek




	 
	-

	soccer, sailing




	 
	-

	Game of Two Kingdoms: 7 bricks in a stack, 2 teams, red team andwhite team, teams take turns knocking bricks down with a ball, first team to demolish pile of bricks wins




	 
	-

	Seegha: game similar to marbles but played with pebbles




	 
	-

	sporting clubs (pools, basketball courts, volleyball courts, and tennis courts)
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	Celebrations




	 
	-

	Ramadan: month of fasting, fast from sunrise to sunset (no food or drink), feast with family and friends after sunset




	 
	-

	Sham el-Nessim: day after Easter Sunday, celebrate that spring has come, picnics, boating, go to park




	 
	-

	Moulid El-Nabi: celebrate the birth of Muhammad, singing, recitations, music and celebrations, entertainment in the evening




	Other Interesting Facts




	 
	-

	museums preserve the past




	 
	-

	live with the past all around them




	 
	-

	pyramids, sphinx, statues, tombs, and temples still stand amidmodern buildings (carvings and paintings are thousands of years old)




	 
	-

	pyramids are daily reminder of history




	 
	-

	pyramids are tombs of ancient rulers (pharaohs)




	 
	-

	pyramids built because people believed in the after-life (buried favourite things with them)





[image: ]


UNIT ACTIVITIES
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VOCABULARY MATCH







	custom


	the way a group of people have done things for many years




	tradition


	the passing on of customs and beliefs from parents to children





	celebration


	a way of observing an event





	holiday


	a day when people do not have to work





	game


	an activity that follows rules





	country


	a piece of land that has boundaries and where a group of people live





	mosque


	a place where Muslims worship





	pyramids


	huge stone tombs in the shape of a pyramid





	transportation


	a way of moving from one place to another





	recreation


	an activity that helps people relax
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Map

What is the name of the country that you are studying? What countries are its neighbours? What major bodies of water or landforms are located in and around the country?

Background Information

What is the population of the country that you are studying? What is the capital city of the country? Where is the country located?

Land

Where do most of the people live? What is the land like in the country that you are studying? What are the major landforms? What is the climate like?

Natural Resources

What natural resources are found in the country that you are studying? What are they used for?

Industries

What industries support the people in the country that you are studying? What is the primary industry? Where are these industries located?

Daily Life

What is the daily life like for the people? How do they spend their days? Is their way of life similar to long ago or has it changed? How is their life the same as long ago? How is their life different from long ago?

Language

What is the official language? Has this always been their official language? What other languages are spoken? What are some words in the official language?

Religion

What is the primary religion? What percentage of people practice this religion? Describe this religion. Is this the same religion that they have always practiced? What other religions are practiced?

Clothing

Describe the clothing worn by the men, women, and children. Is this the same clothing that they have traditionally worn or do they wear modern clothing? Do the people wear anything special or different from the clothing you wear?

Housing

What do the houses look like? What are the houses made of? Are the houses similar to the houses that the people in their country lived in long ago or are they different? How are the houses the same? How are the houses different? Does everyone live in the same type of houses? If no, explain the differences.

Education

Do all of the children go to school? What is school like? What do the children study? Have the children always gone to school? If yes, are they studying the same subjects?

Food

What do the people grow in their country? What else do the people eat? List some of the different foods they eat. Are these foods that the people of this country have eaten for many years? Describe some of their traditional foods and dishes.

Transportation

What forms of transportation are used? Are any of these forms of transportation the same as was used many years ago? Describe these forms of transportation.

Role of Adults

What role do the men play in the lives of their family? What role do the women play? Are these the same roles that the men and women of long ago played? How are they the same? How are they different?

Role of Children

What role do the children play in the lives of their family? What chores do they have to do? Are these the same roles that the children of long ago played? How are they the same? How are they different?

Recreation

What do the people of the country that you are studying do in their spare time? What games do they play? What are their favourite leisure time activities? Describe some of the games that the children play. Are these the same games that they played long ago? How are the games the same? How are they different?

Celebrations

What holidays do the people celebrate? Have they always celebrated these holidays? How do they celebrate these holidays? Do they celebrate the holidays in the same way as many years ago? How do they celebrate the holidays the same? How do they celebrate the holidays differently?

Other Interesting Facts

What other interesting facts did you learn about the people in the country that you are researching? Did you learn anything about the customs and traditions of the people that did not fit in any other category? If yes, describe these customs and traditions.
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[image: ]

[image: ]


ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

NAME: _________________
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	ACROSS

	 




	2

	a way of observing an event




	5

	a way of playing to relax




	6

	a day when people do not have to work




	7

	a place where Muslims worship




	8

	huge stone tombs in the shape of a pyramid




	9

	a piece of land that has boundaries




	DOWN

	




	1

	a way of moving from one place to another




	2

	the way a group of people have done things for many years




	3

	the passing on of customs and beliefs from parents to children




	4

	a way of playing that has rules
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WORD SEARCH PUZZLE

NAME: _________________
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	celebration

	country

	custom

	game




	holiday

	mosque

	pyramids

	recreation




	

	tradition

	transportation

	








ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES
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UNIT TEST









	A.

	Write a definition for each of the following words:




	

	1.

	celebration

	                                                                           



	

	

	

	 



	 
	 
	 
	 



	 
	2.

	tradition

	




	 
	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 
	 



	 
	3.

	custom

	 



	 
	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 
	 



	 
	4.

	holiday

	 



	 
	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 
	 



	 
	5.

	country

	 



	 
	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 
	 



	B.

	Answer the following questions using complete sentences:




	 
	1.

	What are two ways that the Egyptian people keep their customs and traditions?




	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	2.

	How is the way of life of the people in an Egyptian community similar to the way of life of the people in the country you have researched?




	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	3.

	How is the way of life of the people in an Egyptian community different from the way of life of the people in the country you have researched?




	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	4.

	What customs and traditions do you and your family follow?




	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	5.

	Why do you think it is important for people to keep customs and traditions?




	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 





ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES
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UNIT EVALUATION








	1.

	Three things that I have learned about the customs and traditions people keep are:




	a.

	




	

	




	

	




	b.

	




	

	




	

	




	c.

	




	

	




	

	




	2.

	One thing I liked about this unit was:




	

	




	

	




	

	




	

	




	3.

	One thing that I disliked about this unit was:
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ABOUT THIS BOOK

Communities Around
The World

Students delight as they explore the rich diversity
of communities from all over the world. Throughout
the unit, students learn about the concepts of
custom and tradition of people in their own
community and of people throughout the world.
Students learn different games played by children
throughout the world. Students also learn about
different celebrations, traditional foods, and
dishes from around the world. Activities included
are vocabulary match game, writing jot notes

into paragraphs, and a short report. The perfect
complement to the “Canadian Urban and Rural
Communities”, and “Communities: Past, Present

& Future” units. This Social Studies unit provides

a teacher and student section with a variety of
lessons, activities, crossword, word search, and
answer key to create a well-rounded lesson plan.

Since 1987 we have been providing exceptional

resources for Grades 1-8 classroom use.
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