
Word Families - Short Vowels  CC1110©

..................

55

Onset and Rime Circles 

Lay the yellow 
circle on top 
of the blue 
circle. Place a 
paper clip in 
the center and 
hold in place 
with a pencil. 
Spin both of the 
spinners. Say the 
word aloud does 
it make sense? 
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Spin-a-Word Family Race

1.	 Divide the class into three groups.
2.	 Give each group a different rime.   
3.	 Ask them to create as many real words as they can in a specific 

time frame (e.g. 3 mins).
4.	 One person from each group should record the real words in a list.    
5.	 Record each groups list.
6.	 Examine the lists for patterns and remove words that aren’t real.
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Words we know can help us to read and write other words. 

•	 Choose four rimes write them in the boxes
•	 Think of  a word that you know that has the rime 
•	 Draw a picture of the word

at cat
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Flower Power

•	 Choose a word family.
•	 Print the word family rime inside the circle 
•	 Add an onset to the rime to make real words.
•	 Write the real word in a petal to create a Word Family Flower.  
•	 Read the flower.
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Word Family Sort

1.	 Sort the words by family. 
2.	 Put all the words in one family in one shape.
3.	 Put the words of the other family in the other shape.

Choose two words from each group. Write a sentence for each 
word.

1.	 ___________________________________________________________

2.	 ___________________________________________________________

3.	 ___________________________________________________________

4.	 ___________________________________________________________
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•	 Fill in the chart with words you know.
•	 Say the word.
•	 Put it in the column under the sound you hear.
•	 Underline the rime.

	 Short a	 Short e	 Short i	 Short o	 Short u

	 cat


